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Disclaimer 
The views expressed in the 
Newsletter are not necessarily 
those of the Parish Council or 
the Editor, and no liability can 
be accepted for any errors or 
omissions, although we will 
publish corrections where 
necessary. 

Editor’s Note 

Welcome to the August-September edition of the Wheatley 

Newsletter. 

Summer is now in full swing and we’ve already seen days in the 

high 20’s, perfect for sitting in the garden with the new issue of 

the Wheatley Newsletter and your favourite tipple. 

As you do this, you may notice a bit of a theme around this issue: 

The Wheatley and Holton Play & Activity Day. There’s plenty of 

mentions of this amazing event that took place on 6th July, and 

even some photos on page 16. The event was attended by over 

1,000 members of our community and was a triumph of 

community spirit, professional organisation, and local support. 

Don’t forget to check the Clubs & Events pages, as well as various 

other event listings in this issue, to ensure you don’t miss out on 

any great events coming up. 

As always, feedback, comments, and suggestions are welcome. 

Best, 

Pete Collinson | newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Contributions 

The Wheatley Newsletter 
welcomes contributions 
and adverts from everyone 
in the two parishes and 
from businesses and 
organisations serving 
Wheatley and District. 
News and reports from 
village organisations are 
particularly welcome but 
contentious issues or 
articles promoting personal 
causes should be avoided. 

Submissions should be 

made by 12th September 
for the next issue. 

The Editor reserves the 
right not to print items and 
to edit items submitted for 
publication.  

Head to bit.ly/wnl-info for 
further details and to 
download a booking form. 

The new look parish council website: 
Have you spotted the changes? 

If you haven’t visited the parish council website in a while 
(www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk) then now is the time to 
take a look. The revamped, fully responsive, site hosts 
information on your councillors, events, as well as minutes, 
agendas, policies and financial information. Check it out for 
yourself and let us know what you think. 

mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://bit.ly/wnl-info
http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Anyone who came to the 

Play and activity day held 

at the Sports field on 

Saturday 6th of July will 

know just what an 

enjoyable and successful 

event this was with many 

families from Wheatley, 

Holton and surrounding 

villages getting involved 

with activities ranging 

from go karting to making 

nest boxes. Our Clerk, 

Michelle, deserves a vote 

of thanks for giving so 

much of her time to 

organising and managing 

the day. This is something 

that we will be hoping to 

repeat in future years. 

Reductions in funding and 

support at all levels of 

local government is 

continuing to add 

additional pressure on 

Parish Councils and 

despite the efforts of our 

grass cutting contractors 

and our own employees, 

the warmer weather 

increases the growth of 

weeds in our gutters and 

shrubs on pathways. As 

well as looking untidy, 

Blocked gutters in 

particular can add to the 

risk of flooding. Keeping 

the gutter clear in front of 

your house can assist both 

the appearance and safety 

of your property. An extra 

10 minutes is all it will take 

and if we all do it we can 

reduce the need to 

increase the parish 

precept and improve the 

overall appearance of the 

village.    

A further effect of reduced 

funding is the loss of local 

bus services. Together 

with Horspath Parish, we 

are undertaking a survey 

on the possibility of 

establishing a community 

bus service. I would 

encourage as many people 

as possible to complete 

the simple survey available 

from the parish office or 

on our newly revised 

website (details 

elsewhere) which itself is 

well worth a look. 

Chairman’s Column 

Doug Lamont 

Meetings & Dates 

Parish Council 

Merry Bells Hall, 19:30 

2nd September 

7th October 

Planning Cmte. 

Parish Office, 19:30 

14th August 

11th September 

Finance Cmte. 

Parish Office, 19:30 

21st October 

Open Spaces Cmte. 

Parish Office, 19:30 

16th September 

District Councillor 
Surgery 

Parish office 

10:30—11:30 

10th August 

14th September 
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What a great day for our first Play & Activity 

Day! It was fabulous to see so many of you 

there enjoying time with your family, friends 

and joining in all the activities and games.  

Of course the success of the day lies with all 

the support from our own clubs, 

organisations and charities who came out 

with an array of activities and tasty treats for 

us all to enjoy. Thanks also to businesses and 

individuals that provided financial assistance 

that meant we could add even more fun to 

the mix.  

Wheatley is classified as a low crime area, 

but as you may well have heard we recently 

became the focus of two criminal incidents. 

Thames Valley Police are undertaking active 

enquiries into both incidents. During the 

summer months, please follow good advice 

from TVP that could reduce the chances of 

you being a victim of burglary. Remember to 

lock windows and doors when you go out 

and please don’t advertise that you are away 

from home on social media as this can 

invalidate your insurance policy.  

The parish council has made several 

improvements to its financial practices over 

the last 12 months, which has enabled them 

to promptly submit their Annual Governance 

& Accountability Return to our external 

auditors. Copies of these documents are 

available to view from our new-look website 

or at the parish office.  

The Parish Council office is open to the public on Wednesday and Saturday 
mornings, 09:30—11:30. 

Clerk’s Column 

Michelle Legg 

Community Transport Survey 
Wheatley Parish Council are working with Horspath Parish Council to investigate the 
possibility of a Community Bus Scheme that would, most likely, run to/from Wheatley 
through Littleworth and Horspath to Cowley Centre. Before we progress any further we need 
to capture your views. What are your thoughts, would you use it? Please spare a few 
minutes to complete our joint survey. Your views really will make a difference to how this 
project progresses!  
 
The survey can be completed in several ways: 
1. Complete the paper copy inserted into your copy of the 
Wheatley Newsletter or pick up a copy from the parish office 
2. Online at https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RD7JKT6 or from 
www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
3. Through Wheatley Village Facebook page 
4. Using the QR code >>> 
Please complete/return your completed surveys by 31 Aug 2019.  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RD7JKT6
http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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1. Final Public Consultation, before 
Examination and Referendum, 07 May – 
21 June 2019. 

a) Stall at WPC Annual Parish Meeting, 
Merry Bells, 16 May. 

Staffed by CH (WNP Committee), 6 visitors 
to WNP and 15-20 altogether. WPC 
reported 20+ in total. 

b) Stall at HPC Annual Parish Meeting, 
Holton Community Hall, 21 May. Staffed 
by Chairman, JF. Good engagement and 
platform time afforded.  A positive 
meeting. HPC reported 23+ attending, JF 
thought it slightly more than that. 

c) WNP Event,  Open Evening, Primary 
School. 50+ attendance and display. Key 
speaker, SODC Adviser Ricardo Rios. Q & A 
discussion included contributions from 
two Land Agents, 'Opinion formers' was a 
description of the meeting by one long-
time villager. General anxiety evident 
about change in SODC leadership and 
policies post-election. Length 2 hours. 

d) WNP Event,  Surgery & Discussion, 
Merry Bells, 10.00-15.00, Sat. 15 June, 64 
attendees, display mounted, 6 members 
of WNP Committee in attendance. Length, 
5 hours. 

2. 09 May 2019, notice from OBU agents 
of amendments to Outline Planning 
Proposal.(January 2018, first amended 
October 2018), to remove a small retail 
building from the description and to add  
'community/sports building'. (This is not a 
community centre, but raises questions of 
identity, location and size). 

3. 09 May, 2019, notice from OBU agents 
of Appeal against SODC Planning decision, 
28 November 2018, to reject 500 homes 
on OBU site: 9 members: 8 Against, 1 
Abstention. 

4. Responses to Final Public Consultation. 

Total Attendance at events : 157 + 

Written Responses to Public Consultation, 
incl. 12/35 Statutory Bodies: 106  

Website activity: 812 unique users visited 
during Final Consultation; 909 Sessions, 
viewing  6084 pages. Of the latter, 1,701 
were pages where the Draft WNP could be 
accessed. 

A Statutory WNP Consultation Statement, 
2016-2019, is being drawn up for 
Examination.                

 

PLEASE NOTE 

WPC held its monthly meeting, 01 July. 
WNP reported on the end of Final 
Consultation. 

SODC Planning met on 02 July and voted 
to withdraw emerging Local Plan 2034  

**SODC Cabinet met on 10 July and No 
Decision resulted.**   

**By the time you read this, the SODC Full 
Council will have met/voted on 18 July** 

WPC / WNP Committee await Decisions 
and Advice on Local / Neighbourhood 
Plans 

Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan Report 

John Fox 
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GRANTS FOR APPRENTICES, STUDENTS, TRAINEES 

 
The Trustees of Wheatley Charities offer education grants to residents of the Parish of 

Wheatley, which includes Littleworth, and are prepared to consider making grants in support 

of any of the costs of study or training.   

Applicants must be under the age of 25, and will normally be awarded up to three small 

annual grants but additional funds may be made at the discretion of the Trustees. 

Application forms are available from the Secretary, Ralf Eller (ralfeller@hotmail.com), to 

whom they should be returned no later than Friday, 30th August, 2019. 

Re: The late Ron Clarke, ex-Wheatley Chip Shop 

My family and I would like to say a huge thank you for all the cards and kind words received 

by us following the death of Ron. 

Also thank you to everyone who attended his ‘Celebration of Life’ at St Mary’s on May 2nd. It 

made the day a bit easier to get through with so many of you there to say goodbye and for 

all the donations received in his memory for Sobell House Hospice and Cancer Research UK. 

Many thanks and best wishes to you all. 

Sally Clarke and Family 

The Governing Body of Wheatley Park 

School is looking for potential new 

governors and would very much like to hear 

from any interested and enthusiastic 

members of the community (not parents 

please) who would be prepared to give up some of their time on a voluntary basis to 

be a school Governor. We welcome volunteers from the widest range of 

backgrounds and careers.  Experience in education is not a prerequisite as 

ultimately we are looking for people who are as passionate about education as we 

are and want to make a difference to the life chances of the next generation in our 

community. If you would like to know more, please email our Clerk, Ruth Lockwood 

at rlockwood@wheatleypark.org. We look forward to hearing from you.  

Tim Martin | Headteacher & Philip Baillieu | Chair of Governors 

mailto:ralfeller@hotmail.com
mailto:rlockwood@wheatleypark.org


7 

 

WHEATLEY CARE 
VOLUNTEER TEAM MEMBER  

Wheatley Care is looking for a third co-ordinator 
to join their team of volunteers to help manage 

booking requests and driver allocations (on 
average 30 a month). You would also need to 

become one of our volunteer drivers. 
If you like speaking to people, are good at 

scheduling/planning and have your own car we’d 
love to hear from you.  

Please call  
Kath Lamont—01865 876609 
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Does your child need 

extra help with 

reading, writing or 

spelling? 

Do they have Dyslexia? 

Do they just need a boost in confidence? 

• Qualified Teacher offers Literacy 

Support for children in Key Stages 

1 and 2. 

• An intensive Synthetic Phonics 

course is available for children of 

all ages who are having major 

problems or who may be dyslexic. 

Telephone: Penny Willmott 01865 452057 

Email: penny.millmott1@ntlworld.com 

O
th

er
 S

er
vi

ce
s 



13 

O
th

er
 S

er
vi

ce
s 

/ 
P

ro
fe

ss
io

n
al

 S
er

vi
ce

s 



14 

P
ro

fe
ss

io
n

al
 S

er
vi

ce
s 



15 

P
ro

fe
ss

io
n

al
 S

er
vi

ce
s 



16 

Wheatley & Holton Play & Activity Day 

On Saturday 6th July, the Wheatley/Holton playing fields opposite Wheatley Park School 

played host to another perfectly-executed Play & Activity Day. Having a go at myriad games 

and experiences—from clay modelling to Zorbing—over 1,000 residents of Wheatley and the 

surrounding villages joined in the fun. 

Take a look at some of the highlights below, captured by Cllr Andrew Cooper: 
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The History File 

John Fox 

‘XLVIII Miles from London 

To Oxford VI’ 

 A 1926 employment scheme created 

'The Cut', (Plough to King's Arms), 

through Ambrose Farm. It by-passed 

a narrow short curve, renamed Old 

London Rd.  Wheatley's only 

milestone was transferred from 

there to outside the easternmost 

council house on the 'The Cut'.   

Stokenchurch Turnpike Trust (1719 – 

1878), planted new milestones 

around 1790, after Parliament ended 

toll-funding for Shotover (now Old 

Road).  Heaviest carts had needed 10 

horses; accidents were notorious; 

the weather savaged road surfaces; 

the mounting stone for an 

emergency cock-horse (see Fine Lady 

of Banbury Cross) still stands below 

Old Rd.  A toll-cottage east of 

Wheatley Bridge was demolished 

only in the 1950s.  The new Oxford 

road (Park Hill, Shotover Valley, 

Headington) earned the King's Arms 

a nickname, 'The Facing Two-Ways'.  

The Crown (Posting House) had 

already extended to The Crown Tap 

(Dr Flury's home), and now cleared a 

new Crown Lane to reach the new 

road. Milestones, legal evidence for 

honest charging 'per mile', were 

painted and re-lettered every 30 

years. The Trust added  metal 

mileplates to them, but these and 

the milestones too vanished during 

the invasion emergency of 1940. The 

rust still shows. Milestones run deep, 

only  30% visible.  Milestone 47 has 

vanished, but 49 is on the A40 cycle 

track, and 50 is on the far end of the 

A40 layby towards Oxford. 
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Not the Fun Run Report 2019 
Surprise! – it didn’t rain – the sun came 

out and at 10:30 a jolly band of walkers set 

out. They were Paul Phillips aged 55, 

Lynda Phillips 56, Paul Wilkinson 57, Andy 

O’Neill 59, Bryony O’Neill 26, Fiona O’Neill 

56, Jane Stowell 56, and Tony Stowell 60. 

The two Pauls, Andy and Bryony 

completed the traditional course in 

01:07:50. Lynda, Fiona, Jane and Tony 

finished in 01:10:00. 

Four of my grandchildren, wanting to join 

in the fun, then ran from the West Field 

gate to the finish line by The Sun. Hamish 

aged 7 ran the distance in 36 seconds, 

Betsy aged 9 in 37 seconds, and Xanthe (6) 

and Poppy (14) followed on in 46 seconds. 

Twenty enthusiasts then took on the 

challenging course up and over Shotover. 

The results were as follows: 

1st Tom Guy (30) in 26:34 – his third win! 

2nd Michael Bunch (33), my son-in-law, in 
26:41 – his best time so far. 

3rd Peter Ransom (57) in 28:27. 

4th Charles Parry (63) in 31:09. 

5th Nick Hales (38) in 34:19. 

6th Howard Brown in 36:28. 

7th Colin Campion (65) in 37:28. 

8th David Radcliffe (68) in 39:10. 

9th Leah Ebbage (42), my daughter, in 39:20 
– 26 seconds better than last year. 

10th Rob Hallin (39), my son-in-law, in 39:20. 

11th Mike Hogan (55) in 39:42. 

12th Emma Spurle (46), my daughter, in 
39:56. 

13th Caroline Chavasse (50) in 40:09. 

14th Tom Hogan (55) in 41:30. 

15th Alfie Spurle (16), my grandson, who “got 
lost” in 41:33. 

16th Sherri Cozier (47) in 41:34. 

17th Virginia Butler (52) in 43:59. 

18th Annie (24), and Charlotte (24) Marsh in 
48:40. 

20th Cath Hogan in 50:22. 

 

Congratulations to all on completing the 

tough, but scenic, route which I’m informed 

is 4.09 miles, 6.5km but hilly! 

My thanks go to my son-in-law, Gareth 

Ebbage, for taking on the role of Time Lord, 

to Tom Spurle, who claimed he was injured 

in an out-of-tent-in-the-middle-of-the-night 

spill so couldn’t run, for his record keeping, 

and to Betsy, Hamish and Xanthe for acting 

as ‘Waterboys’. Well done to all the 

supporters including Lewis Bunch the dog! 

Why not come and join us next year outside 

The Sun on the late May bank holiday? You 

can walk at 10:30 or run at 11:00. It will give 

you a target to get fit, and being fit makes 

you feel better – honest! 

Jack Turner (Not the Organiser) 
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YOUR Wheatley Village Archive 

Looking through some photos on the 
archive website the other day 
www.wheatleyarchive.org.uk we 
wondered whether you’d be able to help 
us. On some photos taken at the Queen’s 
Silver Jubilee celebrations in 1977 in the 
gardens of Morland House there are 
some traditional games shown:  

Does anyone know what Pong Ball 
Flunking is or how to play it?  Is it a 
Wheatley speciality? Other games shown 
at the celebrations included Knurr-and-
Spell, Tin can shy, Tossing the hay bale, 
Throwing the horseshoe, Marbles, Welly 
wangling and a Greasy pole. Were you at 
the celebrations 42 years ago?                                                                                                    

Morland House itself was built as the first 
vicarage for St Mary’s Church in the 
nineteenth century. Have you spotted 
the datestone above the porch? A 
hundred years later, after a period of 
private ownership by the Fane family and 
used by the army during WW2, it was 
sold to Oxfordshire County Council and 
became a children’s home before its 
current role as the local surgery/medical 
centre which moved from Church Road in 
the 1990s. 

Your Wheatley Village Archive Heritage 
Trail is almost ready. Production of the 
information boards should be soon 
underway and we hope to have these 
installed before the clocks go back.  

The new Wheatley Village Archive 
calendar 2020 will be available soon too. 
This year it will show ‘Then and Now’ 
pictures of Wheatley, will make a great 
gift and look good on YOUR wall too! 
Priced this year at only £8. Pop into the 
archive to view it and place 
an order. Steph Cox 
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Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 

Our Opera in an hour event was great fun for all who participated!  Thank 
you, Roger for your time and energy. We will be having another later in the 
year.  Keep an eye out for details. 
 
Dates to note:  
 
Tuesdays at 16.00pm: Digital development.   
Gain a better understanding of digital terminology, the internet and general computer usage.  You will be logged 
onto a simple online course that you can work through at your own pace. 
 
Book Trivia events: 30 questions…  How many can you answer? 
Follow Friends of Wheatley Library on Facebook or see in library for details.   
 
6th July – 9th September: Oxfordshire Reads 
Take a postcard, recommend a books and possibly win a prize. 
 
Saturday 13th July – 14th September: *Space Chase Summer Reading Challenge* 
brought to you by the Reading Agency, the library service and Arts Council England.  
4 visits to the library, 6 books to the read. 
We have lots of new books, crafts, characters, activities, prizes, stickers, collector folder and online game links!   
Come and join in the challenge. 
 
Wednesday 7 August: Speaker event 
Jane Stubbs is the author of Thornfield Hall.  It is the story of Jane Eyre, as told by the housekeeper, Mrs 
Fairfax.  The original text is treated with respect; there are some additions but no alterations.  To fit into the skin 
of Mrs Fairfax, Jane made the clothes the housekeeper might have worn, complete with underwear.  Undressing 
the mannequin of Mrs Fairfax is a great ice-breaker for discussion.  Jane is an experienced teacher and lecturer.  
 
19th August: Digital Summer 
Details available in the library. 
 
Saturday 31st August   
Ex-library stock book sale, 40p each or 3 for £1 
 
Saturday28th September   
Ex-library stock book sale 40p each or 3 for £1 
 
Regular Friends of Wheatley Library events: 
The regular groups will be taking a break over August with an additional craft group starting in September on 
Monday afternoons. 
 
Wheatley Reading Group 
The Wheatley reading group has a few spaces available for anyone looking to join a group.  The books they read 
cover a broad range of genres from thrillers to classics to non-fiction to light reads.  There is always something 
to enjoy in each book and something to discuss at the meetings.  If you are interested, please leave you details 
with a member of library staff and the group leader will get in contact with you.  

The Staff and Volunteers of Wheatley Library 
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June and July were 

sociable months for the 

Wheatley Society.  

In early June we held 

our bi-annual wine 

tasting covering 

French, Spanish and 

American wines 

accompanied by an 

array of tasty snacks. 

Many of us had never 

had the opportunity to 

try the wines before. It 

was all possible due to 

the hospitality of the 

Keenes who, against a 

backdrop of forecast 

rain, rearranged their 

home so we could all 

fit in.  

On the 3rd of July we 

had an architectural 

tour of the Old 

Radcliffe Infirmary site 

led by Alastair Lack. 

Although it coincided 

with a University Open 

Day and the area was 

buzzing with potential 

new students we still 

managed to walk 

around the entire site 

and visit the Investcorp 

building at St. Antony's 

(Architect Zaha Hadid) 

and the fine Andrew 

Wiles building (the 

Mathematics Institute). 

In both places 

members of staff gave 

us very informative 

tours. One very useful 

piece of information is 

that the restaurant in 

the Mathematics 

Institute is subsidised 

by the University but 

open to everyone for 

highly recommended 

lunches.   

The French Soirée on 

July 12th brought a bit 

of France to the Merry 

Bells. The themed 

evening was attended 

by over 50 members 

and guests. The Merry 

Bells was converted 

into a bistro and the 

food and wine were 

accompanied by 

songs, poems, 

sketches and a food 

quiz. So many people 

took part and Roger 

Simmonds, as Master 

of Music, supported 

almost all the acts. 

For August the 

Wheatley Society is 

taking a break but 

events will start up 

again in September 

with a trip to visit 

Castle Hill Farm on 

September 5th, and a 

presentation at the 

Merry Bells “Around 

the Maple Tree” which 

will look at how young 

families in the village 

are supported by 

different organisations 

on September 12th. On 

September 20th at the 

Merry Bells there will 

be a talk on the 

restoration of the 

Wheatley Windmill sail 

looking at the different 

skills and materials 

that were necessary. 

Further information on 

all events will be 

forthcoming nearer the 

time. 

In the meanwhile, let’s 

enjoy the summer. 

Parish Newsletter 

August/September 2019 

Mary Hall | Chair 
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Good Companies make you think, Great companies make you feel 

That’s what I do…. And it’s really quite simple. I’m passionate about creating holidays that you’ll never forget. 
And that means getting to know you. Taking the time to understand your likes, dislikes, dreams and aspirations, 

and what you really value from a holiday. 

You’ll only deal with me – it’ll be like having your own personal shopper for anything to do with travel. An expert 
with a caring attitude, always going the extra mile to make sure that your chosen destination isn’t only perfect 

for you and your family, but that the whole experience from start to finish is stress and hassle-free. 

And our relationship doesn’t end the minute you get your tickets. If you’ve any questions about your holiday, 
flights or accommodation, you can pick up the phone – any time of day – and I’ll put any worries to rest. 

It’s a relationship based on trust, and an approach that you won’t find anywhere else, whether that’s on the High 
Street, via a call centre or online. It means I’ll always be there for you, whether that’s at the end of the phone or 

meeting up for a quick coffee! 

 Wheatley Dental Practice | 01865 873314 

We are currently accepting new patients at our friendly local dental surgery. 
 Please phone our receptionists or call in for more details! 
Tooth whitening and facial aesthetic treatments available. 

Catherine Peers BDS, Alison Chapman BDS MFDS RCS 
Claudia Conde MClinDent(Prostho.)London 

Rachel Hyde RDH Jane Smale RDH Candy Owens RDH 
96 Church Road, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ 

wheatleydental@gmail.com 
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THE HORSPATH HUB 
Come and see us EVERY FRIDAY MORNING 

Tea/coffee and home-made cakes: 10:30-12:00 | Post Office: 10:00-13:00 

The following activities are now available in the Old Chapel in Horspath Village: 

Weekly: Tai Chi, Yoga, Pilates, Table Tennis, Line Dancing, Art group and once a month a Film Club 
and a Craft afternoon. The venue is perfect for small parties and celebrations. 

CONTACT US: 07591 93396 | horspathhub@gmail.com 

Visit www.horspath.org.uk/communityhub for details on how to book, costs, events etc. 
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Day by Day 

MONDAY 

Sharecare Community Club | 09:30-14:00 | 07827 235425 | holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 

Wheatley Babies and Toddlers | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-11:30 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk 

Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group | 10:00-12:00 & 19:00-21:00 | Exc. bank holidays 

Beaver Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | Term time 17:30-18:30 | 01865 874997 

Brownies | URC Hall | Term time 17:30-19:00 

Wheatley Bridge Club | Holton Village Hall | 19:00 

Community Choir | URC Hall | Term time 19:30-21:00 

Badminton Club | Park Sports Centre | 20:00-22:00 | 07769 827335 

Paper Craft | Merry Bells | 10:00-12:00 | Liz.yuille@artlover.com 

Hatha Yoga | Merry Bells | 13:00-14:00 | bexwells242@gmail.com 

Children’s Dance Classes | Merry Bells | 16:00-17:30 | megan_ah@hotmail.com 

 

 

TUESDAY 

Once Upon a Rhymetime | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11.30 

Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-19:00 

St Mary’s Guild | URC Hall | 4th in month | 14:15 | New members always welcome 

Rugby Club Seniors Training | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com 

Wheatley Women’s Institute | Merry Bells | 3rd in month | 19:15 | 01865 558167 

Wheatley Singers | URC Hall | 19:15-21:00 | 01865 872250 | All welcome 

St Mary’s Church | Open for prayer and reflection 19:30-21:00 

Wheatley Village Produce Association | Merry Bells | 2nd in month | 19:30 

Fitness Flow Pilates | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | destinyshore@ntlworld.com 

Baby Ballerinas (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:00-14:30 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553 

Jumping Jellybeans (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:30-15:00 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553 

Dance4Fun (kids) | Merry Bells | 16:00-18:00 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome 

mailto:holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
mailto:Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
mailto:hayley@mapletree.org.uk
mailto:Liz.yuille@artlover.com
mailto:Bexwells242@gmail.com
mailto:Megan_ah@hotmail.com
mailto:peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
mailto:destinyshore@ntlworld.com
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Day by Day 

WEDNESDAY 

Well Baby Clinic | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-11:00 

Oxford Sling Library | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd & 4th in month | 09:30-11:00 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-17:00 

Sharecare Community Club | Holton Village Hall | 09:30-14:00 

St Mary the Virgin | Holy Communion | 12:00 

Late Spring 60+ Bereavement Support Group | URC | 1st & 3rd in month | 14:00-15:30 | 07827 235403 

Yoga | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | jonjackielouise@hotmail.co.uk 

Pop-up Pilates | Merry Bells | 18:30-20:30 | info@pop-up-pilates.com | 07731 3219991  

Beginners’ Meditation | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd in month | 18:30-19:30 | RSVP 07962 545160 

Cub Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 18:45-20:15 | 01865 874284 | Age 8-10½ 

Guides | URC Hall | Term time 19:00-20.30 | Age 10+ 

Gt. Milton Local History Society | Gt. Milton School | 4th in month | 19:30 | 01844 279567 

Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers & Joggers | Park Sports Centre | 19:30-20:30 | 07979 538557 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome 

 

 

THURSDAY 

Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | 08:50-09:40 

Maple Babies | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd & 4th in month | 13:00-14:30 | £2 family 

Stay & Play | Maple Tree Centre | 09:15-11:30 

Coffee morning | URC | 1st in month | 10:00-12:00   

Wheatley Walks | Car park behind 6th Form Centre | 10:00-11:00 | 01865 872628 / 873430 

Age UK Info Drop-in | Merry Bells | 2nd in month | 10:30-12:00 | 07827 235460 

Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-17:00 

Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | 14:00-17:00 

Xstream After-School Club | Wheatley Primary School | 15:15-16:30 

Rugby Club Seniors & Jrs | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com 

Explorer Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 14-18 

Pilates | Merry Bells | 09:45-10:45 | wrenjenny3@googlemail.com 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome 

mailto:jonjackielouise@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:info@pop-up-pilates.com
mailto:peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
mailto:wrenjenny3@googlemail.com
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Day by Day 

FRIDAY 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-18:00 

Outside Inside Stay & Play | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-12:00 

Horspath Hub Coffee Morning | 10:30-12:00 

Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 10½-14 

St. Mary’s Bell Tower Practice | St. Mary’s Church | 19:30-21:00 | 01865 872250 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome 

Martial Arts | Primary School Hall | 07395 442732 | cjh_mfschools@outlook.com 

 Mighty Matts | 17:00-17:45 | Age 3-4 

 Mighty Matts | 18:00-18:45 | Age 5-6 

 Junior/Family | 19:00-20:00 | Age 7+ 

 

 

SATURDAY 

Saturdads | Maple Tree Centre | 3rd in month | 10:00-12:00 | £2 per family 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 

Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | 4th in month | 10:00-12:00 

Scrabble Club | 1st in month | 19:30 | 01865 872628 

Wheatley Minis Football | Holton Rugby Club | 09:00-10:00 | Ages 4-7 | clcole03@gmail.com 

 

 

SUNDAY 

Church services | See page 51 

Sunday Afternoon Tea and Cake | URC Crown Square | 1st in month | 14:30-16:30 

Wheatley Windmill Open | 2nd in month | May to October 

Rugby Club Minis & Jrs | Wheatley Playing Field | 10:00-12:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com 

mailto:cjh_mfschools@outlook.com
mailto:clcole03@gmail.com
mailto:peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
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Wheatley Village Produce Association 

Words from The VPA 

What a great time we had in 
Yorkshire for the annual VPA 
holiday! Wonderful gardens and 
equally lovely company and so lucky 
with the weather. Well done Joyce 
for organizing. Next year we go to 
Dorset. Something to look forward 
to… The cherry tree in celebration of 
the VPA’s 75 years has been planted 
in the Memorial Ground, complete 
with cherries! Hooray! 

August – this is a time when things 
can get away from us very quickly. 
Keep deadheading to keep plants 
flowering, and keep up the watering. 
Ponds are also likely to need regular 
topping up. If you have wisteria, cut 
back those long, whippy growths. 
Also cut back the old canes on 
summer fruiting raspberries whilst 
strawberries may have produced 
new plants from runners which can 
be planted for next year. Look out 
for seeds to collect. I am particularly 
fond of Welsh poppies which I never 
buy, I just shake the seed all around 
and let them get on with it. 

September – Usually towards the 
end of August and into September, 
the temperature drops and there is 
an autumnal atmosphere in the 
morning. But enjoy, it’s special. Keep 

deadheading, collecting seed. There 
is plenty to do with crops to harvest, 
perennials to divide. The VPA 
Autumn Show will be held on 
Saturday 7 September with lots of 
inspiration for next year and on 
Tuesday 10 September Theresa 
Wedderburn will be telling us all 
about Flowers for Cutting. 

All talks are open to anyone, free to 
members, £2.50 for non-members. 
£7 will buy membership for the 
whole year for all your immediate 
family. 

Contact wheatleyVPA@gmail.com. 

Geraldine Surman 
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HOLTON & 

WHEATLEY CRICKET 

CLUB 

New members, any 
ability, always 

welcome. 

Contact Hugh Kitchin 
01865 873305 

Clubs & Events 

COMMUNITY COACH TRIP 
TO HIGHGROVE 
17th September 

Leaves St Mary’s Close 09:30 
Returns 18:00 (TBC) 
£45 entry and tour 

Contact Leigh 
01865 872765 

oxfordtoursandmore@gmail.com 

Table Top Sale 
 

St Mary the Virgin Church 
 

Saturday 7th September 
10:30—13:30 

Refreshments available 
Tables can be provided – cost £7 

 
To book a table: 

Tel: 01865 873437 
stmaryswheatleyevents@gmail.com 

SAVE THE DATE 
Wheatley Christmas Fair 

2019 
Friday 29th November 

16:00—20:00 
Outside Wheatley shops and 

inside the Merry Bells 
Stall enquiries: 

wheatleyxmasfair@outlook.com 

Wheatley WI 
Fashion Show 

High St brands at low prices 
19:00 for 19:30—22:00 

Friday 4th October 
The Merry Bells 

Tickets £5 
See posters for more 

details 

WHEATLEY 
WINDMILL 

Open for teas, tours 
and souvenirs 

Sun 11th August 
Sun 8th September 

14:00-18:00 

Wheatley Preschool 
Cinema & Hot Dogs 
Sat 9th November 

16:00—18:00 
New Club Wheatley 

See posters for more 
details 

Not So Young Club 
Next meetings: 

12th Aug | 2nd Sep | 16th 
Sep | 30th Sep | 14th Oct 

| 28th Oct 
14:00—16:00 URC Hall 

Tea, bingo, speakers and 
outings. 

ALL WELCOME 

Wheatley Productions 
 

Auditions for Babe the Sheep-pig 
 

1st and 8th September 
14:00—16:00 in URC 

 
Performance to take place 

24-25 January 2020. 
 

Contact Hilary 07768 353082  

WHEATLEY CARE SCHEME 
For transport to hospital, 

surgeries etc. NOT to shops! 
For all residents of Wheatley, 

Littleworth & Holton 
TO BOOK, PLEASE PHONE AS 
SOON AS YOU HAVE YOUR 

APPOINTMENT 

07505 543750 Answerphone 
Use your Blue Badge if you have one 

** DRIVERS STILL NEEDED ** 

St Mary the Virgin 
 

Afternoon Tea in the church 
Sunday 18th August 

15:30—17:30 
Tickets in advance £5 from: 

Wheatley Estates 
Margaret 01865 874608 

stmaryswheatleyevents@gmail.com 

THE MERRY BELLS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE 
MERRY BELLS CAR PARK (BEING A 

PRIVATE CAR PARK) WILL BE CLOSED 

13:00 SATURDAY 17 AUGUST 2019 

UNTIL  

10.00 MONDAY 19 AUGUST 2019 

The Merry Bells Management Cmte. 

Tel: 01865 874850 

Email: merrybells@btconnect.com 

mailto:oxfordtoursandmore@gmail.com
mailto:stmaryswheatleyevents@gmail.com
mailto:wheatleyxmasfair@outlook.com
mailto:stmaryswheatleyevents@gmail.com
mailto:merrybells@btconnect.com


Clubs & Events 

St MARY’S BELLRINGERS 

New or experienced 
ringers of all ages and 

levels needed. 

Practice – Fridays at 19:30 

Details Peter Bayliss 

872250 / 07803 130391  

ROYAL BRITISH 
LEGION 

Thursday 22nd August 
Summer Lunch 
At the New Club 

Doors open 11:30  
Lunch about 12:30 

St MARY’S BELLRINGERS 
 

Come and see how bells are 
rung – and start to learn too! 

 
St Mary’s Church 

28th September from 11.00 
 

Peter Bayliss | 07803 130391  

Sustainable 
Wheatley 

SWAP SHOP 
Sat 12th October 

09:30—11:00 
Merry Bells 

Wheatley United 
Reformed Church 

Tea, Cake and a Chat 

Church Hall, Crown Square 

Sunday, 4 Aug, 14:30-16:30 
Sunday, 1 Sep, 14:30-16:30 

 
All welcome 

Wheatley United Reformed 
Church 

Coffee mornings 

Church Hall, Crown Square 

Thursday, 1 Aug, 10:00-12.00 

Thursday, 5 Sep, 10:00-12.00 

All welcome 

The Wheatley Society 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Trip to Castle Hill 
Farm 

September 5th 

The Wheatley Society 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

“Around the Maple 
Tree” Presentation 

September 12th 

Jennings Presents: 
A Business Eco Day—Be 

the Change 
Thursday 26th September 

For local businesses—learn 
practical ways to future-proof 

your business in the face of 
climate change 

events@jennings.co.uk 
www.jennings.co.uk/whats-on  

Age UK Oxon 
POP UP CINEMA 

For the over 50’s 
Tea, coffee, cake and a film 

17th Sep | 15th Oct | 19th Nov 
14:00—16:00 Merry Bells 

£3.50 per person 
No need to book 

Rachel Poole 07827 235460 
katehart@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk  

The Wheatley Society 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Wheatley Windmill 
Restoration talk 
September 20th 

Age UK Oxon 
Over 50’s Walk & Talk 

 
August 27th 

September 20th 
13:45 for 14:00 start 
Waterperry Gardens 

Rachel Poole 07827 235460 
katehart@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 

mailto:events@jennings.co.uk
mailto:www.jennings.co.uk/whats-on
mailto:katehart@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
mailto:katehart@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
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 Extensions . Refurbishments  

Electrics . Kitchens . Bathrooms 

Repairs & Maintenance  

Landscaping . Fencing . Tiling  

Architectural Services . Solar PV   

Carpentry . Plumbing  & Heating  

Roofing  

50 High Street, Wheatley, Oxford, OX33 1XT 

Telephone: 01865 876004   Fax: 01865 876005 

www.taylors-services.co.uk 
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What a busy couple of months! 

Our Grand Draw raised an incredible £1500, 
and we hosted our first fete which took £279 
despite the bad weather.  

Thank you to Angie from ASDA who 
presented us with a cheque for £750 for 

summer holiday 
activities. These 
donations ensure 
that The Maple 
Tree continues to 
offer universal 
services to all local 
families. 

 

Wheatley and Holton Play and Activity Day 
on Saturday 6th July was a huge success!  
What a fabulous day and well done to all 
concerned. 

 

 

We were also thrilled to have been awarded 
a score of 5 after our recent Food Hygiene 
Inspection. 

 

We continue to run throughout the summer 
holidays except for Thursday Stay & Play 
sessions, as we are out and about! 

See our Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/
groups/500731153419935/ or to volunteer, 
hire the MT or just for more information 

Hayley Hayle | Maple Tree Co-ordinator 

Additional holiday sessions: 

Stay & Play | Wheatley Rec | 8th Aug | 10:00-12:00 | 0-8yrs | £2 per family 

Sling/Buggy Walk | Meet at Maple Tree | 14th Aug | 12:00-13:30 | 0-2yrs | £2 per family 

Stay & Play | Little Milton Rec | 15th Aug | 10:00-12:00 | 0-8yrs | £2 per family 

Holiday Maple Mini-Chefs | Must pre-book | 20th Aug | 13:00-14:30 | 0-8yrs | £4 per child 

Sling/Buggy Walk | Meet at Maple Tree | 21st Aug | 12:00-13:30 | 0-2yrs | £2 per family 

Stay & Play | Great Haseley Park | 22nd Aug | 10:00-12:00 | 0-8yrs | £2 per family 

Sling/Buggy Walk | Meet at Maple Tree | 28th Aug | 12:00-13:30 | 0-2yrs | £2 per family 

Stay & Play | Great Milton Park | 29th Aug | 10:00-12:00 | 0-8yrs | £2 per family 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/500731153419935/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/500731153419935/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/500731153419935/
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News from The Trust 

 

Wheatley Playing Field Trust was proud 
to host the recent Play Day organised by 
the Oxfordshire Play Association and 
Wheatley Parish Council. That it was a 
resounding success was reflected in the 
large numbers who attended. 

Netball sessions for the younger age 
group began in April and ran through 
until the end of June. Sessions will begin 
again in August. If anyone is interested 

in playing, please call 07794 849194 or 
via the Trust’s contact details below. 

Wheatley FC, next season, is looking to 
expand the age groups they offer, 
including a girls’ under 11 football team. 
Again if anyone is interested, contact 
can be made through the Trust. 

 

enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk 

www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk 

Paul Willmott | Chairman 

Wheatley Playing Field Trust 

Howe Trust Allotment Association 
This year a joint project 

between the Howe Trust 

and the Allotment 

Association has been the 

creation of a series of 

raised beds for folk who 

have special needs. Four of 

the beds have been 

cultivated by children from 

the Mable Prichard school 

who come once a week. 

They have all proudly taken 

home the lettuces which 

they have grown and are 

now about to harvest their 

own potatoes. The project 

featured very positively in 

a recent school Ofsted 

inspection. There are still 

some beds available at a 

nominal rent and we hope 

to create more in the 

autumn. 

The work would not have 

been possible without the 

generous support of a 

number of individuals and 

local businesses including 

Grant and Stone, Taylor’s 

Services, Wheatley Estate 

Agents, Windmill 

Nurseries, Turner 

Properties, Mid Counties 

Co-op, Yarnton Nurseries, 

A W Mobbs, Waterperry 

Gardens, Wheatley Parish 

Council, members of the 

Allotment Association, of 

the VPA and the family of 

the late Norman Andrews. 

We would also like to 

thank all who helped in the 

construction of the beds. 

For further information 

about the Allotments 

please contact the 

secretary, Mr E. Morgan 

Jones (01865 874413). 

Malcolm Benson 

Allan Hicks 

mailto:enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
http://www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
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News from WAC 

At our AGM held recently, I 
reviewed the activities of 
the year and thought it 
might be helpful to share 
them more widely.   

Last year, alongside regular 
services, we held 12 joint 
services or activities ranging 
from a service in the week 
of prayer for Christian 
Unity, through Carol Singing 
at Asda, to the Walk of 
Witness on Good Friday. 

Wheatley Area Churches 
(WAC) comprises five 
church communities 
seeking to support each 
other and to witness to the 
teachings of Jesus in a 
somewhat confusing and 
unequal world.  For new 
residents, we have 
published a welcome leaflet 
which we distribute to all 
new houses; they are 
available in each church 
and, of course, at the 
information point in the 
library. 

Among our activities, 
collectively we support the 
annual collection for 
Christian Aid – envelopes 
are distributed around the 
village by brave volunteers 
(two ended up in hospital 
after dog bites from the 

other side of fierce spring-
loaded letter flaps) – and 
villagers are asked to return 
the envelopes to the Merry 
Bells collection point; we 
raised over £2000 in 2019.  
Thank you, Wheatley! 

We are also promoting 
Fairtrade and wish to work 
with the wider community 
to become a Fairtrade 
Village.  Local retailers have 
expressed support and in 
July the Parish Council 
supported the venture, 
providing encouragement 
to the steering group which 
meets (with staff and 
students) at Wheatley Park 
School. 

WAC is also promoting the 
call for Wheatley to 
consider how to support 
refugees – From Stranger to 
Neighbour.   

We can report, too, that the 
building works at URC are 
well-advanced and St 
Mary’s has received the 
greenlight to proceed with 
its ambitious new 
refurbishment project, 
Project Revival.   

In 2019, Wheatley Area 
Churches are in good heart! 

Church News 

Wheatley Area Churches 

John Guy - Chair 

 

St. Mary’s Church 

From the Vicar 

At least we can say that 
the political life of this 
country over the last few 
years has been 
‘interesting’, and now we 
have a new Prime 
Minister. As I write the 
outcome of the 
Conservative leadership 
election is not known, 
but I must admit to being 
quite underwhelmed by 
the candidates and their 
lack of anything new to 
say about the big issues 
facing us. It is often said 
that what we want in a 
leader is charisma and 
positivity, someone who 
will dominate the scene 
and draw us together in a 
common cause, but I am 
left wondering whether 
charisma is enough at 
this moment in our 
history. The issues that 
we face, the dramatic 
change in the political 
landscape that we have 
inhabited for so many 
years, and the huge 
feeling of disaffection in 
the population all lead 
me to think that what we 
need most in our leaders 
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News from URC 

We are now back in a 
newly refurbished hall 
and the church has 
resumed in its usual 
layout. This means that 
activities such as the 
coffee mornings and 
afternoon teas are now 
comfortably back in the 
hall. As mentioned last 
time the rest of the build 
is progressing but the 

opening ceremony is 
delayed, probably until 
November. 

We will celebrate Harvest 
Festival on 22 September 
at 10.00am. All are 
welcome to join us. 

Meanwhile see details of 
coffees and afternoon 
teas on the Clubs and 
Events page. 

Church News 

Revd. Nigel Hawkes 

Zena Knight 

Wheatley United Reformed Church 

is wisdom. 

Wisdom is not always a 
very ‘go get em’ quality; 
wisdom often takes its 
time to come to a 
conclusion; and wisdom 
often cuts right across 
the ideas that the 
majority of people think 
are the only options. In 
the Bible wisdom is one 
of the characteristics of 
holiness and comes from 
living a life which is close 
to God. If our politicians 
are to be wise and are to 
be equipped to make 
confident and 
courageous decisions on 
our behalf we must pray 
for them that they will be 
drawn closer to the ways 
of God. God’s ways are 
the ways of love which 
always put the needs of 
others first, especially 
caring for the most 
vulnerable in our 
communities. 

So, whether it is Boris or 
Jeremy at the helm, we 
pray for him that he may 
know wisdom and may 
walk in the ways of the 
Lord. 

Services and Contact 

St. Mary the Virgin Church 
01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 
Holy Communion | 08:00 
Parish Praise | 1st in month | 10:00 
Sung Eucharist with King’s Club for Children | 2nd, 3rd & 4th 
in month | 10:00 
Food Bank Sunday | 4th in month | 10:00 | Please bring a 
donation for the Food Bank 
 
United Reformed Church 
01844 215513 | secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk 
Holy Communion | 1st & 3rd in month | 10:00 
Food Bank Sunday | 1st in month| 10:00 
Afternoon tea | 1st in month | 14:30-16:30 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes RC Church 
01865 672433 | catholicheadington@gmail.com 
Vigil Mass | Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. | Saturday 18:00 

 
Wheatley Community Church 
office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org 
Wheatley Primary School | 10:30 

mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk
mailto:catholicheadington@gmail.com
mailto:office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
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August & September 2019  
Waterperry Gardens is more than just a beautiful 
garden in summer bloom during August. With 
inspirational gardens and plants, expert advice, 
sumptuous food and great ideas for the home and 
garden, it really is the perfect place to come with 
family and friends.  

Waterperry Weird Wildlife Adventure 

6th Jul-1st Sep  
Join us for some orienteering family fun in the 
gardens and be a wild explorer! Stomp, slither, hop 
and prowl into a magical adventure throughout the 
summer holidays. £3.50 per child includes compass 
and prize! (children must be accompanied by an adult 
paying normal garden entrance fee of £8.50)  

Family Theatre: The Sword in the Stone 

10th Aug, 5pm  
Excellent fun for all ages – with slapstick, physical 

humour, fast-paced multi-rolling, and a smattering of 
playful innuendo for the grown-ups, IKP’s The Sword 
in the Stone is an unmissable Outdoor Theatre treat 
this Summer!  

Michaelmas Daisy Weekends 

14th/15th & 21st/22nd Sep  
Visit our gardens to see our famous herbaceous 
border in all its late summer glory as it bursts back 
into life with a beautiful display of Michaelmas 
Daisies (Asters). A selection will be on sale in the 
plant centre and our experts will be on hand to give 
advice about these wonderful plants.  

Flowers in the Air 

21st/22nd Sep  
With designs by members of Thame Flower Club and 
the BB&O area of NAFAS enjoy a stunning array of 
flower arrangements in the beautiful setting of 
Waterperry Gardens.  

For more information please visit www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 

http://www.waterperrygardens.co.uk
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Holton & Wheatley Cricket Club 

Bad weather and poor 

player availability due to 

the cricket world cup has 

meant that we have only 

managed to play 5 games 

so far this year. After 

losing our first game of 

the season to 

Haddenham, having only 

scored a total of 95 after 

a spectacular batting 

collapse, we registered 

our first win of the season 

against Harwell in a 

remarkable game, scoring 

258 for 2 off 35 overs, 

with unbeaten centuries 

from both Atanu Sinha & 

Razi Ali. Some excellent 

bowling and fielding 

resulted in Harwell 

ending 127 all out, with 

Akshat Vipin taking 4 for 

14 and Graham Hawkins 3 

for 22. 

Our next game, against 

BBC Caversham, was a 

nail biter. Having scored a 

respectable 163, with 

Simon Switala scoring an 

unbeaten 65, the 

opposition just about 

managed to reach the 

target. Another exciting 

game was to follow 

against Sonning Common 

when we set the 

opposition a fairly 

challenging 192 to chase, 

with Atanu Sinha again on 

form scoring 66. Again, 

the opposition crawled 

over the finishing line, 

despite some good 

bowling, with John Kelly 

taking 4 for 19. 

Against Old Berkley, we 

saw another batting 

collapse. After a good 

start, we ended up on 

139 all out and the 

opposition comfortably 

reached the total, despite 

some good bowling, with 

Robin Taylor taking 4 for 

31. 

We always welcome new 

members of any ability 

and age (our oldest player 

is 77!). Our membership 

is extremely broad and 

our aim is to be a friendly 

team who, win or lose, 

enjoy Sunday cricket, 

with a big focus on the 

social side. If you are 

interested in joining, 

please contact Hugh 

Kitchin on 873305. 

Don’t forget to pick up your FREE Speed Awareness bin 

stickers from the Parish office. 

We still have plenty left so pop on in. 

Alun Regan 
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Sustainable Wheatley 

Back by popular demand, for a fifth 

year we are planning to carry out our 

successful fruit harvesting from 

Wheatley trees that otherwise might 

have gone to waste.  

As in previous years, we plan to 

distribute much of this to various 

organisations who can make good use 

of them and we also will be holding 

our Apple Pressing Day (on Saturday 

26th October) outside the Merry Bells, 

where anyone can bring their own 

apples and have them turned into 

juice. 

 

For now, please let us know if: 

• you have a fruit tree that you 

might be unable to pick, or you 

know of one;  

• you would be interested in 

helping to harvest fruit.  We will 

have a number of picking 

sessions, mainly at the weekend, 

during August/ September/ 

October, for up to 3-4 hours.  

Come for as long as you wish;  

 

 

• you have any boxes or 

buckets that we could borrow 

for the short-term storage of 

fruit;  

• you have suggestions where the 

fruit could be distributed.  Last 

year local schools, nurseries 

and children’s centres, a local 

residential home and local 

groups all benefited.  Also, two 

businesses in the High Street had 

boxes of fruit outside for anyone 

to take, all of which went. 

Put Saturday 26th October in your 

diary to come along to the Merry Bells 

to help turn fruit into juice.  

 

Contact us: 

email admin@wheatleycag.org 

website www.sustainablewheatley.org 

Facebook page @sustainablewheatley 

Twitter feed @suswheatley 

 

P.S. Also in October, on Saturday 12th 

we are holding another of our 

Swapshops. 

Tim Blightman 

mailto:admin@wheatleycag.org
http://www.sustainablewheatley.org
https://www.facebook.com/sustainablewheatley/
https://twitter.com/suswheatley
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Specks of Dust and Hope 

Long days of Summer allow us to sit out in 

the garden, and still be warm, even as 

darkness descends. Warm, often well 

beyond the time it gets dark, so we can 

stay out there enjoying our garden with 

friends. 

Friends, not just of the humankind, but 

the moths and bats as well. Many times, 

I’ve sat out after dark, with some basic 

garden lighting my only obvious 

companion. Then suddenly, the moths 

arrive, in a stunning range of colours. In 

turn, those moths attract the bats that 

hunt them down. It’s not unknown for me 

to be sat out in the darkness, being 

showered in moth wings, which the bats 

spit out after eating the moth body. 

Lots of us like watching nature, but cringe 

at the brutal reality of the hunter and the 

hunted. You can’t have one without the 

other. Its Yin and Yang. Good and bad. 

Survival of the fittest playing out, right 

there, in front of us, in our own gardens. 

Are you heading to university in September? 

Have you had your MenACWY vaccine? 

 

What is MenACWY? 

The MenACWY vaccine (also known as 
Nimenrix) protects against four strains of the 
meningococcal bacteria that cause meningitis 
and septicaemia (blood poisoning): A, C, W and 
Y. 

Meningitis is a potentially life threatening 
infection of the protective layers surrounding 
the brain and spinal cord and it can cause 
septicaemia if left untreated. 

The vaccination is a single injection to the 
upper arm. 

Am I eligible for the vaccine? 

The vaccine is offered to teenagers, as well as 
first-time college and university students who 
have not already had the vaccine. 

Most teenagers will have it in year 9 (aged 13-
14) in school. However, if you have not had it 
and any of the below apply to you, we strongly 
recommend you book in for your free 

vaccination as soon as possible: 

If you were born between September 1 1998 
and August 31 1999 

If you were born on or after September 1 1996, 
and missed your routine or catch up 
vaccination, you remain eligible up to your 
25th birthday 

If you are going to university or college for the 
first time, including overseas and mature 
students, you remain eligible up to your 25th 
birthday 

If you would like to book in for the vaccination, 
or you are unsure about your eligibility, please 
contact Morland House Surgery on 01865 
872448.  

Where can I find out more information? 

The NHS website has in depth information on 
both meningitis and the MenACWY vaccine 
specifically.  

Visit: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/
vaccinations/men-acwy-vaccine/ or search 
‘MenACWY’ on the NHS homepage.  

Morland House Surgery | 01865 872448 

Rowan White 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/men-acwy-vaccine/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/men-acwy-vaccine/
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Recent Events 

In May our guest speaker was Capt. 
Kamran Irani who spoke on his work with 
SERV (Service by Emergency Rider 
Volunteers). 

The bikers are called by hospitals across 
the region during night-time hours and 
bank holidays to pick up and drop off 
blood needed for patients in desperate 
need due to a medical emergency. The 
hub of the operation is at Oxford’s John 
Radcliffe Hospital where the blood is 
stored.  As well as blood the bikers also 
carry other vital medicine and equipment 
such as blood products, human breast 
milk, tissue samples, x-rays and surgical 
equipment to name but a few.  

In June members queued to join the June 
Garden Party Meeting & Members’ Show 
which was held in the shelter of the 
Merry Bells.  The evening began with 

routine business, while the cake 
competitions were judged by Geoff 
Coleman from The Cornfield Bakery.  
Geoff then departed with our thanks and 
a bottle of wine while members judged 
the rest of the show categories 
themselves. This was followed by a feast 
of homemade scones with strawberry 
jam, thanks to Lucy, as well as 
strawberries & cream. The results of the 
5 show categories were announced. The 
winner of the Val Targett Cup was 
announced. (St Clements Cake) This was 
retained by Dorrie Gethings.  The raffle 
was drawn and another successful 
evening was over. 

There is no meeting in August. 

In September Richard Anderson will give 
a talk on “Edward & Mrs Simpson” 

Wheatley WI 
www.wheatleywi.com 

Stephanie Brooklyn 

Stuart Mabbutt 

Even in a small way we are contributing 

to Darwinian theory and evolution, if 

that’s what you believe in. 

I’ve been told “What’s the point in 

gardening? It all dies anyway. When we 

die, the garden just gets overgrown and 

all that work is wasted”. 

It’s a good point, if a little depressing. To 

me it’s just about the ‘now’, the present. 

The past is gone, the future is always out 

of reach. All we ever have is ‘now’. 

Without life we wouldn’t have death. 

Without death there wouldn’t be life. Its 

cyclical. 

We just have to keep hope going, trying 

to work out our place in the cycle, for the 

brief time we are on this little rock of 

ours. Mere specks of dust in the universe. 

 

Happy Gardening! 

 

www.wildmaninspires.co.uk 

01865 747243 

https://www.wheatleywi.com/
http://www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
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The Merry Bells Village Hall 
50th Anniversary of The Merry Bells 

Village Hall 

The building which is now The Merry Bells 

Village Hall was originally a Temperance 

Hotel owned by the Shotover Estate, but was 

sold to the Village to be used as a village hall 

in August 1970. So next year, it will have 

been owned by the village for 50 years. 

To mark the occasion, the committee plan to 

stage an event over the weekend of 1st and 

2nd August 2020. Save the date. 

We would like to involve as many people as 

possible in the planning of this event and so 

if you are interested in helping please get in 

touch with either Mary Blake in Wheatley 

Estates or Tim Blightman or email 

merrybells@btconnect.com. 

PS: This year’s annual closure of The Merry 

Bells Car Park will take place from 1pm Sat 

18th August through to 10.00 am Mon 20th 

August. Please make sure all vehicles are 

removed from the car park during this time 

as the gates will be locked. 

Tim Blightman 

AUDITIONS ANNOUNCEMENT for Wheatley Productions’ next play 

 

Babe, The Sheep-Pig 
By David Wood, based on the book ‘The Sheep-Pig’ by Dick King-Smith 

 

Do you fancy joining us down on the farm and going on an adventure with a good pig? 

Then come along to find out more at our audition events at the United Reformed Church, Wheatley. 

 

• Sunday September 1st URC 2pm:  A chance to familiarise ourselves with the 

script and audition for a part. 

• Sunday September 8th URC 2pm:  Final audition session. 

 

We are looking for actors of all ages from school year 5 and upwards. The younger members of our cast 

will most likely participate as part of the children’s choir run by Mrs Rachel Cave at Wheatley Primary 

School. 

The performances of the play will be on 24th & 25th January 2020. 

We look forward to meeting with you! 

For more information call 01865 437496 or email hachurchley@gmail.com 

mailto:merrybells@btconnect.com
mailto:hachurchley@gmail.com
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The Oxfordshire Museum 

Wonderland: A wander through the world of Alice 
15 June – 8 September 
Fall down the rabbit hole and into the magical world of Alice 
in Wonderland in this interactive exhibition for families. Join 
the Mad Hatter’s tea party, play croquet with flamingos and 
escape the Queen of Hearts. Discover the inspiration behind 
Lewis Carroll’s fantastical tale, created during a trip down the 
River Isis. 

   
 
 
 

In collaboration with The Oxford Story Museum 

 
Please see website for further details: oxfordshire.gov.uk/museums  
 

Summer Holiday Activities 
 
Tuesdays 
TOM-TOTS 10:30-11:00: Stories, songs and rhyme for under-fives. FREE. 
TOM-ART 14:00-16:00: Creative drop-in sessions. £2 child / £5 family. 
 
Wednesdays 
Wicked workshops for children aged 8+ to include archaeological investigations, hands-on 
science, animation and Vikings. See website for times and cost. 
 
Thursdays 
TOM-ART 14:00-16:00: Creative drop-in sessions. £2 child / £5 family. 
 

Friends of The Oxfordshire Museum Talk 
 
4 September, 19:30: Nick Milea, Bodleian Library 
Cartographic conversations from their current map exhibition. 
Friends free, visitors welcome £4. 
For further information visit: friendsoftom.org.uk 
 

Date for your diary 
 
6 October: Museums Resource Centre Open Day 
Go behind the scenes and discover what we collect, why and how we 
use it. Free admission, free parking, free tours. Lorraine Horne 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/museums?utm_term=nil&utm_content=
http://friendsoftom.org.uk/
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SODC Waste Collections—August and September 2019 

 Collection day is Monday unless * (B. Hol)  Which bins and other items? 

 Aug 13th & w/c 27th* | Sep 10th & 24th  Green, brown, food & oil waste, textiles 

 Aug 6th & 20th | Sep 3rd & 17th  Grey, food & oil waste, small electricals 

Councils are asking drivers to ‘Turn it off’ if they are stopped for a minute or more. 
 

Just one minute of sitting with your car engine running and the vehicle not moving produces the equivalent of 
150 balloons of harmful pollutants into the air. This is why South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district 
councils have launched a joint campaign to help improve air quality across southern Oxfordshire. 
 
The campaign called ‘Turn it Off’ - www.southandvale.gov.uk/turnitoff - which has been endorsed by Public 
Health England - is aimed at drivers who leave their engines ‘idling’ - still running even when the vehicle is not 
moving. This often happens when a vehicle is parked but the driver is still inside, waiting for someone outside 
a school or a shop. 
 
The councils will be promoting the campaign on Clean Air Day Thursday June 20 at a stall at Henley Market in 
the morning and at Old Station Yard, next to Stert St, in Abingdon in the afternoon. These will be followed by 
more awareness events across both districts. 
The councils’ new campaign ‘Turn it off’ aims to educate people about air pollution and the links to engine 
idling and promoting cleaner ways to drive. 
 

• Switch off when the car is likely to be stopped for more than 1 minute 

• 1 minute of idling produces twice as many emissions as a moving vehicle 

• 1 minute of idling produces the equivalent of 150 balloons of harmful pollutants 

• Excessive idling is a waste of fuel (and money) 
 
People inside cars are exposed to high levels of air pollution, with children especially at risk of harmful effects. 
Vale of White Horse District Council cabinet member for Environmental and technical services Cllr Jenny 
Hannaby said: “Vehicles produce pollution and idling produces unnecessary air pollution and wastes fuel. We 
invite people to join our campaign and do something personally to help improve air quality in our area.” 
  
South Oxfordshire District Council cabinet member for housing and environment Cllr David Rouane said: “The 
message is simple - if you are in your car and stop for a minute or more then you should turn off your engine 
for cleaner air.” 
  
On Thursday 20 June, Clean Air Day, we will have stalls promoting the campaign at the following locations: 
  
10am - midday Henley Market 
2.30pm – 4.30pm Old Station Yard near Stert St in Abingdon 
  
For more information see 
www.southandvale.gov.uk/turnitoff 
www.southoxon.gov.uk/turnitoff 
www.whitehorsdec.gov.uk/turnitoff 

Turn It Off! 

http://www.southandvale.gov.uk/turnitoff
http://www.southandvale.gov.uk/turnitoff
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/turnitoff
http://www.whitehorsdec.gov.uk/turnitoff
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Local Governance:     

Oxfordshire County Council | 01865 792422 | oxfordshire.gov.uk 

County Councillor Tim Bearder | 07789 754727  | tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

District Councillor Alexandrine Kantor | 07581 745221 | alexandrine.kantor@southoxon.gov.uk 

South Oxfordshire DC | 01235 422422 | southoxon.gov.uk 

Planning Applications | 01235 422600 | planning@southoxon.gov.uk 

Wheatley Parish Council | 01865 875615 | clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Local information:     

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire | 03444 111 444 | caox.org.uk 

Age UK Oxfordshire | 0345 450 1276 | admin@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 

The Maple Tree (Children's Centre) | 01865 236700 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk  

The Merry Bells Village Hall | 01865 872073 | merrybells.org.uk 

Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 | wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Wheatley Park Sports Centre | 01865 872128 | better.org.uk/venues/park 

Wheatley Park School | 01865 872441 | wheatleypark.org 

Wheatley Primary School | 01865 872366 | wheatley.oxon.sch.uk 

Services:     

Police non-emergency | 101 | www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

To report potholes, fly-tipping, broken paving, vandalism, etc. | fixmystreet.com 

OCC Family Information Service | 08452 262636 | fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

OCC Highways | 0845 310 1111 | highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Missed Bin Collection | 03000 610610 | admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk 

Bulky Household Waste Collection | 01235 422406 | waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk 

Housing | 01235 422422 | housing@southandvale.gov.uk 

GP Surgery, Morland House | 01865 872448 | morland-house.co.uk 

NHS Out of Hours Service | 111 | 111.nhs.uk 

Gas Emergency | 0800 111 999 | nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies 

National Power Cut Helpline | 105 | ssen.co.uk 

Burst pipe or leak | 0800 714 614 | thameswater.co.uk 

Floodline | 0345 988 1188 | gov.uk/check-flood-risk 

Transport:     

Oxfordshire Comet | 01865 323201 | oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet 

Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to hospital or GP surgery) | 07505 543750 

Arriva (280) Bus | 0344 800 4411 | arrivabus.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London) | 01865 785400 | brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk 

National Rail Enquiries | 03457 484950 | nationalrail.co.uk 

Key Contacts 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:alexandrine.kantor@southoxon.gov.uk
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/
mailto:planning@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://www.caox.org.uk/
mailto:admin@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
mailto:hayley@mapletree.org.uk
http://merrybells.org.uk/
mailto:wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/south-oxfordshire/park
https://www.wheatleypark.org/
http://www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk/
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
https://www.fixmystreet.com/
mailto:fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
mailto:waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:housing@southandvale.gov.uk
http://www.morland-house.co.uk/
https://111.nhs.uk/
https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies
https://www.ssen.co.uk/Home/
https://www.thameswater.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/public-transport/accessible-transport/bookable-transport
https://www.arrivabus.co.uk/
https://brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk/
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/


72 


