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Editor’s Note 

Hello and welcome to the October-November edition of the 

Wheatley Newsletter. 

As lockdown continues, and with the threat of restrictions 

being re-imposed, it’s great to see so many local organisations 

moving toward digital alternatives to continue meeting and 

connecting with the community. The WI’s meetings (p53) and 

Wheatley Area Churches’ reading of the Book of Job (back 

page) are two such examples, with many more to see. 

At this time, please remember that the Wheatley Support 

Group are continuing their amazing work supporting those 

that need it, and can be contacted as follows: 

Email admin@wheatleysupportgroup.co.uk 

Deborah Bale 07742 498709 

Val Edson 07931 168038 

Hilary Churchley 07768 353082 

As always, feedback, comments, and suggestions are 

welcome. 

Pete Collinson | newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

WHEATLEY 
NEWS 

Publisher 
Wheatley Parish Council 
The Parish Office 
The Merry Bells 
89 High Street 
Wheatley 
OX33 1XP 
01865 875615 
clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Distributor 
This newsletter is kindly 
distributed to all addresses in 
Wheatley and Holton by a team 
of volunteers, organised by 
Christine Vernede 
(01865) 873335. 
 
 

Disclaimer 
The views expressed in the 
Newsletter are not necessarily 
those of the Parish Council or 
the Editor, and no liability can 
be accepted for any errors or 
omissions, although we will 
publish corrections where 
necessary. 

Contributions 

The Wheatley Newsletter 
welcomes contributions 
and adverts from everyone 
in the two parishes and 
from businesses and 
organisations serving 
Wheatley and District. 
News and reports from 
village organisations are 
particularly welcome but 
contentious issues or 
articles promoting personal 
causes should be avoided. 

Submissions should be 

made by 12th November 
for the next issue. 

The Editor reserves the 
right not to print items and 
to edit items submitted for 
publication.  

Head to bit.ly/wnl-info for 
further details and to 
download a booking form. 

FIREWORKS CANCELLED 
Regrettably, Wheatley Primary School PTA has taken the decision to 
cancel the annual fireworks due to the current pandemic. Thank you for 
all your support in the past. We look forward to welcoming the village 
back to this event in future years. 

Sarah Marioni 

mailto:admin@wheatleysupportgroup.co.uk
mailto:newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://bit.ly/wnl-info
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V0LUNTEER BUS SERVICE 

Many residents will 
remember that in 2019 the 
parish Council carried out a 
survey to establish the level 
of interest there would be in 
the introduction of a 
community bus service to 
run from Wheatley to 
Oxford using much the same 
route as the defunct 104 
service. The planned route 
from Wheatley Asda would 
include Holton, Littleworth, 
Horspath and then into 
Oxford via the Cowley area. 

It had been intended to run 
a pilot project earlier this 
year but for obvious reasons 
this had to be shelved. 
However, our County 
Councillor, Tim Bearder who 
has championed this project, 
continued to work on 
developing the project and 
following a virtual public 
meeting in early September, 
it has been decided to 
progress to the next stage 
following the advice and 
experience of a similar 
community project located 
in Middle Barton and 
surrounding villages. 

Some funding is available 
which would probably cover 
the initial set up and running 
of the service but we need 
to establish the long term 

viability of the project. It is 
intended to establish a 
steering group consisting of 
members of the community 
to manage and run the 
service and we are now 
seeking volunteers who are 
willing to help as part of this 
management group. In 
addition to setting up the 
trust, vehicle supply and 
maintenance, scheduling, 
volunteer drivers and 
ticketing are just some of the 
issues that we need to tackle 
but this is a project that will 
provide real, practical, 
support to the community. 
Whilst not essential, anyone 
with experience, at any level 
of public transport, would be 
of particular value to the 
project but anyone who has 
similar experience, 
enthusiasm and able to give 
their time, would be 
welcome. 

This is a practical and 
worthwhile project with the 
potential of making genuine 
improvements to the lives of 
many people in the local 
area 

 As I said, the next step is to 
set up a volunteer 
management group so if you 
would like to get involved 
please contact the Parish 
Clerk. 

Chairman’s Column 

Doug Lamont 

Meetings & Dates 

Parish Council 

Via Teams, 19:30 

5th October 

2nd November 

Planning Cmte. 

Via Teams, 19:30 

14th October 

11th November 

Finance Cmte. 

Via Teams, 19:30 

19th October 

Open Spaces Cmte. 

Via Teams, 19:30 

16th November 

District Councillor 
Surgery 

Parish Office 

10:30-11:30 

10th October 

14th November 
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Parish Surgeries will restart from the first Saturday in October, every Wednesday and 
Saturday 9.30-11.30 either inside or outside the parish office. 

Please respect our COVID-19 requirements and social distancing. 

It has been great to see so many children 
enjoying the parks and play areas, once 
again. While coronavirus remains part of 
our lives for the foreseeable future, we do 
ask that when visiting, you continue to 
follow the government guidance and advice 
shown on our notices so we can keep our 
community safe.  

 

Fly-tipping remains a concern, and I would 
like to remind everyone that you should be 
disposing of  garden waste appropriately, 
either in your own  garden waste bins 
(available and emptied by South 
Oxfordshire District Council) or taken to a 
recycling centre. Please do not dump waste 
on parish council land. This is an offence 
under the Environmental Protection Act 
1990 and can incur a fine of £50,000 and/or 
imprisonment. It also costs the parish 
council to have the dumped waste 
removed.   

 

On a more positive note work we are 
expecting work to begin at Farm Close Road 
Play Area. Contractors are due to begin 
work at the end of September. We hope to 
keep disruption to a minimum but thank 
you in advance for your patience during the 
work.  

 

It is unlikely that the council will return to 
face-to-face meetings anytime soon and so 
meetings continues online. All meetings are 
open to the public, (unless for confidential 
reasons), and links and phone numbers (you 
can dial in from any landline or mobile) to 
each meeting are displayed on the agenda 
(www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk). A 
growing number of the public have been 
joining us and we hope that this continues. 
If you would like to raise an item, please 
contact the parish office, or join in the 
public session during each full council 
meeting. 

Clerk’s Column 

Michelle Legg 

http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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WE NEED YOU! 

Traffic in Wheatley has been a 
problem for some time. Before the 
coronavirus pandemic and 
subsequent lockdown, traffic in the 
village was of increasing concern 
with regards to congestion, safety, 
pollution, and the state of the road 
surfaces. Although it is hoped that 
post-lockdown traffic will not 
return to pre-pandemic levels, this 
may be wishful thinking. 
Furthermore, the building of up to 
500 homes on the Oxford Brookes 
University site in Wheatley will 
undoubtably increase traffic flow 
through the village and it is 
important we act proactively to 
control it and minimise its impact. 

There are several areas in the 
village that need addressing, 
including Church Road, Littleworth 
Road, and the route from London 
Road through Ambrose Rise to 
Farm Close Road; there may be 
others. Wheatley Parish Council 
want to identify which areas of 
Wheatley are most in need of 
traffic controlling measures and 
then develop strategies that can be 

implemented without adversely 
affecting other areas of the village 
or businesses. 

It is vital that any decisions we 
make are evidence-based and as 
such we must collect data to 
understand how traffic flows 
around the village and what sort of 
traffic is passing through it. The 
cost of tackling traffic in Wheatley 
may well be borne by the Parish 
Council, so having data to base 
decisions on is vital to ensure the 
money is not wasted. We are 
looking for volunteers to help 
count traffic in Wheatley so we can 
understand how it flows through 
the village. Ideally this will take 
place over a couple of weeks and 
we will likely organise short shifts 
for volunteers. Please get in touch 
if you are willing to collect traffic 
data and help us with this project. 
Contact Cllr Coxon on the address 
below, or leave your contact 
details with the Parish Council 
office at the Merry Bells so that we 
can get in touch with you. 

Many thanks! 

Controlling Traffic in Wheatley 

carmencoxon@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk | Carmen Coxon 

mailto:carmencoxon@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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WINDMILL OWNERSHIP 

Since the mill was put on the market by its 
owners in 2018, Wheatley Windmill 
Preservation Society (WWPS) has tried to 
defend it against speculative developers by 
several means. These have included: 
updating the Grade II listing to ensure that 
it is recognised as a fully functioning 
windmill; ensuring that those involved in 
the planning process were aware of the 
threat to it; and supporting the ’Asset of 
Community Value’ application made by 
Wheatley Parish Council. 

Although several abortive attempts were 
made to buy the mill for development, 
Wheatley Windmill Preservation Society 
are pleased to announce that we have 
succeeded in our efforts to prevent 
commercial development of the windmill 
and its surrounding land. 

At the end of July, a sale to Stuart 
Fassnidge was concluded. This received 
substantial media coverage from ITV 
Meridian, Radio Oxford and the Oxford 
Mail. 

Stuart is a local resident of South 
Oxfordshire and is a milling enthusiast 
who, subject to gaining the necessary 
planning permission for a structure to 
house it all, will be bringing other antique 
milling equipment to the windmill site 
which will add further value to our open 
days once they resume. Under Mr. 
Fassnidge’s ownership WWPS will continue 
to maintain and operate the mill as a 
charity for the enjoyment and education of 
the local community. 

It is anticipated that the current 
arrangement will be renewed when it 
expires in 2025. 

We are relieved that the future of the mill 
as a working entity has been secured and 
we are hoping to hold a ‘meet the new 
owner’ event as soon as the current Covid 
precautions allow. 

Wheatley Windmill Preservation Society 

Geoff Stephens | Chairman 

What’s this? Come and visit next year to find out! 

New owner, Stuart Fassnidge, shares his plans for 

the future with Radio Oxford 
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The History File 
At Wheatley Crossroads? 

In 1644, two years into the Civil War, 

an Oxford garrison officer visited 

Wheatley chapel-of-ease on Bell Lane. 

He found 'in the East window the 

picture of St Nicholas with his name 

under it'.  The east (resurrection, 

sunrise) window was a key church 

window. All churches were built on an 

East-West compass line - useful to 

know when lost! The glass was safe 

from puritan hammers as the King's 

garrison held Wheatley and Bridge 

until the garrison surrendered with 

honours, June 1646.  Bell Lane chapel 

ground [the War Memorial Garden] 

lies on the Holton [Holloway]-

Cuddesdon road linking the two 

parish churches, at the now notorious 

crossroad over Wheatley [High] Street 

by 'the chippy'.  Nicholas, a 4th 

century Greek bishop, was celebrated 

for his generosity and became patron 

of many causes, including safe 

crossroads.   Abingdon Abbey had 

Cuddesdon Church, as well as 

Wheatley chapel-of-ease for 

centuries. The Abbey was dissolved 

with all other abbeys before 1540. 

Wheatley chapel-of-ease was rebuilt 

and named for St Mary in 1793 then 

vanished when Wheatley became a 

parish in 1856. Abingdon Abbey had 

its town church of St Nicholas, patron 

also of children, orphans and 

particularly of the poor.  A room in 

that church became a schoolroom in 

the 1100s and Abingdon School 

claims its beginning from there. Did a 

monk or priest ever assemble a few 

Wheatley children in Bell Lane chapel 

to attempt Wheatley's first education, 

under the gaze and good light from 

Nicholas's window? 

John Fox 

The High Street Memorial Garden 
Credit: Wheatley Village Archive 

https://www.wheatleyarchive.org.uk
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 October & November 2020  
This is an ideal time to see the Formal 
Garden and enjoy an autumn stroll along 
the River Walk as the leaves begin to fall.  

Apple Weekend: Sat 10 & Sun 11 Oct  

Apple Weekend is back for 2020 here at 
Waterperry Gardens. Given the current 
situation we’ve implemented a number of 
hygiene and safety measures to offer you a 
safe and enjoyable visit. This year our 
popular guided tours of the orchards and 
fruit sheds will also include the chance to 
go behind-the-scenes and see our apple 
press in action. Orchard Tours are £2.50 per 
adult or free with garden entrance and for 

season ticket holders. Tickets available on 
the day from our Garden Shop. An Apple 
Game for the children will be happening in 
the ornamental gardens and the Tea Shop 
will be offering a fruity menu all weekend 
so be sure to visit whilst you’re here!  

The Great Bat Hunt: 24 Oct – 1 Nov  

Find the Bats hidden in the ornamental 
gardens and win a prize!  

A great chance for the kids to have fun and 
get some fresh air  

at the same time! £2.50 per child. Children 
must be accompanied  

by an adult for whom the garden entrance 
fee applies.  

For more information please visit www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 

http://www.waterperrygardens.co.uk
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Over 25 Years Experience (Local) 

Weeding, Feeding, Mowing, Growing, 
Edging, Hedging and More 

 

ALL YEAR ROUND 
 

MARK | 07707 253491 

GARDENER 
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Is debt keeping you awake at night? 
A local face-to-face charity affected by lockdown has adapted to 

new ways of working… 
 

In “normal” times we at Christians Against Poverty (CAP) provide 
a completely free, face-to-face service to help people tackle 

problem debt, meeting them in their homes and supporting them right through the 
process. CAP is regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) and has to follow 
clear guidelines around how it carries out its service. The lockdown in March proved 
to be a challenge as we needed to change our way of working. 

Since May, following liaison between CAP’s Bradford based Head Office and the 
FCA, we have had systems in place that allow us to link up with clients by phone or 
via online meeting apps, taking each person through from the initial enquiry to 
providing tailored debt advice and beyond.  

Wheatley resident and CAP Debt Coach Jill Ewbank says ‘I have found that remote 
“visits” work surprisingly well – along with the rest of the team we are delighted to 
be able to be back working and helping people sort out their debts despite ongoing 
restrictions.’ 

National figures suggest that the financial impact of Coronavirus has been severe 
and that the number of households facing unmanageable debt or severe financial 
difficulty has increased by an extraordinary 65% since 
March. 

If you are trapped in debt and can’t find a way out, we’re 
here to help. Our specialist debt help services are free and 
local to you. 

Please call our free helpline - 0800 328 0006.  
For more information go to www.capdebthelp.org 

about:blank
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Wheatley Wanderers 

The Wheatley Wanderers volunteer group are halfway 

through their planned upgrade of the footpath between 

Littleworth and Old Road, having completed the 

replacement of the rotten steps on the south side of 

Littleworth cutting. The next stage will be the installation 

of new steps on the northern side (where none existed 

before), following by the 

installation of a new boardwalk 

across the often-waterlogged 

bottom of the cutting. This project has been made 

possible by the generosity of a local resident (who wants 

to remain nameless) who has paid for all the materials. 

Regrettably, with the latest Covid restrictions now in 

force, it may not be possible to finish the project this 

year. 
Geoff Stephens 

Wheatley Refugee Support Group (WRSG) 
has been actively organising events and 
raising funds for the past couple of 
years .We have been encouraged by the 
goodwill and support of the community in 
helping us raise awareness of the plight of 
refugees and asylum seekers. 

In 2019, we invited refugees and asylum 
seekers from Oxford to share their skills 
and culture, enabling us to appreciate and 
enjoy their languages, food and art. These 
occasions included open meetings 
addressed and supported by groups 
including Asylum Welcome, Sanctuary 
Housing and Refugee Resource. Using the 
Merry Bells, WRSG arranged for a refugee 
women's group to make traditional meals 
for a 2nd edition of their "Come to Our 

Table" recipe booklet. Local families, 
using some of these recipes, hosted over 
60 people including some refugees from 
Oxford, raising over £850 for Refugee 
Resource and Asylum Welcome. 

We have set up a number of sub-groups 
and hope we can make a difference even 
in the current situation: 

• Advocacy and Campaigning 

• Event Planning and Communication 

• Practical Support 

If you would like more information or are 
interested in joining any of these groups, 
please contact us 
at wheatleyrefugeegroup@gmail.com. 

Nick Vernede 

Wheatley Refugee Support Group 

mailto:wheatleyrefugeegroup@gmail.com
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Church News 

Wheatley Area Churches 

Gordon Ewbank | Chair 

Beside Strange Waters 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want….. 
He leads me beside still waters…… 

though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil; For You are with me…… 

As I was reflecting on what to write for this 
month’s column, two songs came to mind – 
the first was Stuart Townend’s beautiful 
contemporary setting of Psalm 23 (extract 
above), The Lord’s my Shepherd, which is a 
favourite at both St Marys and the 
Community Church. The second was a song 
by songwriter Bruce Cockburn, reflecting on 
his life through the lens of this Psalm, which 
includes the refrain ‘You’ve been leading me 
beside strange waters’. 

It feels like God has been leading us all 
beside strange waters this year and at times 
we have been fearful, but still He is with us. 
This has been a recurring theme for our local 
churches here in Wheatley as we talk and 
pray about how best to gradually start 

meeting together again and experiment with 
different settings.  

With robust safety measures in place, Our 
Lady of Lourdes has opened up again for 
their Mass on Saturday evenings and, as I 
write, the Community Church is planning a 
limited gathering in a week or so, streamed 
on line for those unable to attend or who 
may not wish to just yet. Like many in our 
community, we’re all learning how to do 
thorough risk assessments! 

Social distancing, no singing and linking in 
online are obviously necessary and 
responsible measures, but they are also the 
opposite of what churches are called to be 
as communities that worship God and care 
both for each other and for those we serve 
in and around our village. Like many other 
local groups, we are having to adapt, learn 
new skills and be creative to stay in touch 
with each other and with God as we walk 
beside these strange waters.  

 

God bless 

News From URC 

The current rules and regulations 
regarding restrictions seem to change 
from day to day but at the URC we 
continue to try to have the connections 
with members and friends which we have 
now had in place for some time. 

We have Sunday worship at 10.00am 
using Zoom on line or by telephone if no 
access to a computer. Following the 

service there is an opportunity to gather 
in small groups for a short time of 
discussion. 

For full details of the services contact 
www.wheatleyorc.org.uk/contact-us 

Of particular interest will be our Harvest 
Festival on 4 October at 10.00am. 

For a Quiet Time, the church is open on 
Wednesday and Sunday afternoon 
between 4.00 and 5.00pm for anyone 

Wheatley United Reformed Church 

http://www.wheatleyorc.org.uk/contact-us
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Church News 

Zena Knight 

News From WCC 

The last couple of months have been a 
mixed bag: meeting online during 
lockdown has allowed us to hear from 
overseas workers and projects that we 
support; on the other hand, just like 
everyone else we’re suffering from Screen 
Fatigue. I’m tempted to say we’re 
“Zoomed out”, and it would be true in 
more than one way. Yes, we’re tired of 
screens; but also the pandemic and the 
ensuing economic difficulties have helped 
us to “zoom out” from the busyness of 
everyday life to focus on what really 
matters in life: people, the love that binds 
us together, and the God who created that 
love, and indeed all of us. 

While we were sad not to be able to join 
with the other churches in the annual 
Fusion holiday club at Wheatley Park, we 
all agreed to spend the week praying for 
the wonderful children and young people 

of Wheatley and the surrounding villages, 
culminating in a very wet Thursday spent 
under a gazebo in St. Mary’s churchyard! 

We’re hoping to trial a “hybrid meeting” 
at the end of September, with a limited 
number of people participating (carefully!) 
in person at the school and everyone else 
online from their homes. If that’s a success 
we’ll make it a regular fixture, but if you’re 
planning to visit WCC, do please check the 
website for details first. 

 

All are welcome – why not join us? For 

more information, or to register interest, 

head to: 

wheatleycommunitychurch.org/alpha 

wheatleycommunitychurch.org/craft2019 

office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org 

Wheatley Community Church 

Al McNicoll | Pastor 

who would like to drop in and sit in this 
peaceful space to pray, to meditate or 
just to contemplate. Numbers admitted 
at any one time are limited so be 
mindful, particularly as at the time or 
writing numbers will be shortly restricted 
to six. 

We are very mindful of the difficult 
situation we are all in and wish everyone 
to stay safe and well. 

Website: www.wheatleyurc.org.uk 

Facebook page: @wheatleyurc 

Church Secretary: 

01865 876288 

secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk 

http://wheatleycommunitychurch.org/alpha
wheatleycommunitychurch.org/craft2019
mailto:office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
http://www.wheatleyurc.org.uk
mailto:secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk
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Services and Contact 

St. Mary the Virgin Church 
01865 872224 | 
vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 
Holy Communion | Sun | 08:00 

Holy Communion | Wed | 
12:00 
Parish Praise | 1st Sun in month | 
10:00 
Sung Eucharist | 2nd, 3rd & 4th 
Sun in month | 10:00 
Food Bank Sunday | 4th Sun in 
month | 10:00 | Please bring a 
donation for the Food Bank 
 
Wheatley United Reformed 
Church 
01844 215513 | 
secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk 
Holy Communion | 1st & 3rd Sun 
in month | 10:00 
Food Bank Sunday | 1st Sun in 
month| 10:00 
Afternoon tea | 1st Sun in month 
| 14:30-16:30 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes RC Church 
01865 672433 | 
catholicheadington@gmail.com 
Vigil Mass | OLL, Crown Rd. | Sat 

| 18:00 

 
Wheatley Community Church 
office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org 

Wheatley Primary School | Sun | 
10:30 
 
Due to lockdown regulations, our 
local churches may have 
restrictions on the number of 
people that can attend any given 
service. 
Please contact the church in 
advance to get the latest advice 
on how to commune safely. 

Church News 

Twelve months have passed since the launch of the 
Revival Project at St Mary’s Church. We have 
fond memories of that gorgeous autumn day and the 
strong support which we received from so many people 
in Wheatley. 

The good news is that, with the inclusion of your 
pledges, expected funding has now reached £310,000, 
thanks to promises of grants from the Diocesan Council, 
from Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust and from a 
major legacy. 

Meanwhile, much work has been done to finesse the 
designs for the interior of the Church and detailed 
architect’s plans have received general agreement, not 
least from the Buildings Officer of the Oxford Diocese. In 
the Church are samples for a floor of cool grey Portland 
stone and a maquette for the oak screen at the west end 
of the Church 

However, applications for further Grant support depend 
on our obtaining a full ‘Faculty’ – i.e. permission - to go 
ahead with the building plans. Thanks to onset of Covid 
and to the glacial speed of negotiations with bodies such 
as the Victorian Society and Historic England, we are 
unlikely to receive the go ahead before November or 
December of this year. Until we have the Faculty, we 
cannot apply for funding to other grant bodies. 

Consequently, the earliest date for building will be the 
spring or early summer 2021. Let us hope that the Covid 
cloud will be dispersed by then. 

The Revival Team 

Prime Minister 

Theresa May 

arriving at St 

Mary’s Church 

September 2019 

mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk
mailto:catholicheadington@gmail.com
mailto:office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
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News From OLOL 

The Parish is delighted that the Church is 
now open for the Vigil Mass of Sunday each 
Saturday evening at 6pm.  Entry is via the 
ramp to the right of the doors and 
stewards assist outside the church to take 
names and contact details for Track and 
Trace purposes, and inside the church to 
assist with seating arrangements.  Pews 
have been rearranged to ensure social 
distancing; each can accommodate two 
individual parishioners or a family group or 
household bubble. To ensure the safety of 
the congregation, a hand sanitizing 
dispenser has been fitted in the porch and 
all windows and doors are left open during 
the service to provide a constant air flow.   

Parishioners are asked to arrive in good 
time and to wear face masks in the church.  
For those wishing to donate to the Parish, a 

contactless-giving unit is available outside 
the church.   

Sadly, no singing is permitted during the 
service and the kiss of peace is exchanged 
by bowing to neighbours.  Holy 
Communion is reserved to the end of Mass.  
Fr Mervyn will take the ciborium to the 
porch and parishioners are then guided out 
of the church by one of the stewards, 
preserving a 2-metre distance as they 
leave.   

For parishioners who are shielding and 
unable to attend Mass, live stream Masses 
are available on the church website, 
www.corpuschristiheadington.co.uk, at 
9am, 11am and 6.30pm each Sunday, and 
on weekdays usually at 9.15am (please see 
website for details). 

Our Lady of Lourdes 

John Guy 

Church News 

Bus Timetable Changes—Running Now 

Carousel Buses route 40 (Thame – Chinnor – High Wycombe) 

Evening and Sunday journeys which currently only operate between High Wycombe and 
Stokenchurch are extended through to Thame, providing later journeys and a Sunday service 
on this section of route 

Red Rose 275 (Oxford – Chinnor – High Wycombe) 

New Saturday service from 5th September 

Redline 320 (Chinnor – Princess Risborough) 

New off-peak journeys between existing peak journeys 

 

We very much hope that residents will make use of these services. 

In the event of any queries please contact the bus operator or the Public Transport mailbox 
(IDpublictransport@oxfordshire.gov.uk). 

http://www.corpuschristiheadington.co.uk
mailto:IDpublictransport@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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REMEMBRANCE SERVICE, SUNDAY 8th NOVEMBER 2020 

In previous years, the Wheatley Branch of the Legion has organised a 
Parade, an afternoon Church Service at St Mary’s and a short outdoor 
service in the Memorial Garden.  Unfortunately, it will not be possible to 
have a Parade or a Church Service this year due to the Covid lockdown limits 
imposed by the Government.  However, it may be possible to have a short 
open-air service in the Memorial Garden, including the laying of wreaths by 
local organisations.  This will now be investigated in light of the recent 
Government changes to the lockdown regulations. In due course further 
information may be obtained from Jim Watson, the Branch Secretary, 
jimwatson36@tiscali.co.uk or 01865 873689. 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION, WHEATLEY BRANCH 

A gathering in the Memorial Gardens at 11am on Saturday 15th August 2020, 

mainly of members of the Wheatley Branch of the Royal British Legion, to 

celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the end of the Second World War against 

Japan, and to remember those who fought, from several nations, on behalf 

of this country in the Far East, many of whom lost their lives, including three 

from Wheatley, under appalling conditions. 

mailto:jimwatson36@tiscali.co.uk
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The 2020 Poppy Appeal 

The British Legion Poppy Appeal is to 
go ahead in October/November, 
albeit in a reduced way and further 
details will become clearer as we get 
nearer the period leading up to 
Remembrance Sunday on 8th 
November 2020. 

We are hoping to make collections at 
both Asda and Welcome Break in a 
properly COVID-19 manner with social 
distancing etc. 

I have written to all our regular 
volunteers initially to see how many 
are prepared to get involved, 
expecting some will be unwilling, 
being in a vulnerable situation or 
indeed self-isolating. 

If anyone else is willing to participate, 
particularly those under 60 years of 
age, then please get in touch so I can 
include you in our schedules. 

Please respond even if you are 
unable to help this time but wish to 
be on the list for information as 
under the  Data Protection Act you 
have to formally give your consent in 
this way to me using your details to 
draw up the rotas. 

Though thankfully the country has not 
been involved in any recent significant 
conflicts the requirement for funds to 
look after the needs of former service 
people and their loved ones is still 
great so any help will be more than 
welcome. Thank you in anticipation. 

 

Roger Bell 

01865 875286 

07747 344423 

rogertbell304@gmail.com 

Roger Bell 

Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION, WHEATLEY BRANCH 

mailto:rogertbell304@gmail.com
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While Wheatley Park School was 

caught up in the national drama over 

examination results this summer, we 

ultimately believe students have 

ended up with the grades that are 

the fairest reflection of their 

capabilities. Students fully merited 

their success at both GCSE and A-

Level and there were many standout 

performances in terms of both 

progress and outright attainment.  

 

We are particularly proud of the 

record number of students who 

gained places at Oxford and 

Cambridge Universities this year. 

Five of our Year 13 students (6% of 

the cohort) will be heading to these 

institutions to read medicine, natural 

sciences, psychology, archaeology 

and engineering.  

Many other students have gained 

the places they wanted also, at a 

wide range of institutions, and we 

wish them every success over the 

coming years. 

 

Planning to reopen the school as 

safely as possible has posed its 

challenges, but as a school that 

believes in Everyone Learning we 

have embraced the numerous 

problems to be solved. Our 

complementary value of Everyone 

Caring will be tested to the full as we 

do everything in our power to 

minimise the risk of virus 

transmission.  

 

The school will be operating as 'six 

schools within one' with each year 

group occupying a separate 

geographical bubble to minimise the 

number of potential contacts during 

the school day. Rigorous cleaning 

and hygiene protocols are in place, 

and the message is very clear that 

safety comes first.  

 

We can't wait to welcome back our 

young people and thank the 

community for its continued support 

during these turbulent times. 

Tim Martin | Headteacher  

Six Schools Within One Wheatley Park School 
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The Oxfordshire Museum 

We are open and we can’t wait to 
welcome you back! 

 
Discover the stories and treasures of Oxfordshire from 
mysterious Iron Age mirrors to Anglo- Saxon warriors to 
Victorian toys and games. The dinosaur garden will be 
open, but sadly the dinosaur gallery must remain closed 
for the present. Most of our interactives can still be 
enjoyed, but we’ll remind you to use the hand sanitizer 
provided before and after you play. New trails and 
quizzes will add to the enjoyment for our family visitors. 
Our current art exhibition explores ‘Distance’, something that has been on everyone’s 
mind of late! Will run throughout October. Specially selected from our collection it 
features paintings and prints with a theme of perspective, incorporating traditional to 
modern and slightly abstract works. 
The Museum café will be serving sandwiches and light lunches, and offering our usual 
delicious cakes, scones and other treats. At the moment we aren’t able to provide 
indoor service, but there’s plenty of seating outside from which you can enjoy the 
garden with its colourful summer planting. The shop has new stock, including an 
excellent range of gifts and greetings cards. For the present we are only able to take card 
payments. Although your cash is still welcome in our donation boxes!  
Look out for the new one-way system that will be in operation around the site. 
Unfortunately, we are unable to safely open our toilets for use by visitors at the 
moment, but the public toilets just around the corner in Brown’s Lane, are open as 
normal. Don’t forget your 20p. 
So that we can give the Museum a thorough sanitizing before we open each day, as well 
as at intervals during the day, we have revised our opening hours which are now: 
 
Wednesday – Saturday 11am – 5pm  
Sunday 2pm – 5pm 
Last admission will be 4.30pm  
 
Our friendly staff and volunteers will be on hand to answer any queries you may have 
before or during your visit and we all look forward to seeing you soon. 
Telephone: 01993 184106. 
You can keep up to date with what’s happening at the Museum by following 
@OxonMuseum on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.  

Lorraine Horne 
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Does your child need 

extra help with reading, 

writing or spelling? 

Do they have Dyslexia? 

Do they just need a boost in confidence? 

• Qualified Teacher offers Literacy 

Support for children in Key Stages 

1 and 2. 

• An intensive Synthetic Phonics 

course is available for children of 

all ages who are having major 

problems or who may be dyslexic. 

Telephone: Penny Willmott 01865 452057 

Email: penny.willmott1@ntlworld.com 
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Day by Day 

MONDAY 

Baby & Toddler Group | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-11:30 | info@mapletree.org.uk 

Dementia Active | Holton Village Hall | 11:30-15:30 | 01869 713913 | Text 07711 891028 

Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group | 10:00-12:00 & 19:00-21:00 | Exc. bank holidays 

Beaver Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | Term time 17:30-18:30 | 01865 874997 

Brownies | URC Hall | Term time 17:30-19:00 

Wheatley Bridge Club | Holton Village Hall | 19:00 

Community Choir | URC Hall | Term time 19:30-21:00 

Badminton Club | Park Sports Centre | 20:00-22:00 | 07769 827335 

Move It or Lose It | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | L.kenworthy@sky.com 

Studio25 Dance Academy | Merry Bells | megan_ah@hotmail.com | 07808 209243 

• Mini Movers | 16:30-17:00 | Age 3½-6 

• Junior Beginners | 17:00-18:00 | Age 7-10 

• Senior Beginners | 18:00-19:00 | Age 11+ 

 

TUESDAY 

Once Upon a Rhymetime | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11:30 

Maple Chefs | Maple Tree Centre | 13:30-14:30 | Age 5 and under 

Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-19:00 

St Mary’s Guild | URC Hall | 4th in month | 14:15 | New members always welcome 

Rugby Club Seniors Training | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com 

Wheatley Women’s Institute | Merry Bells | 3rd in month | 19:15 | 01865 558167 

Wheatley Singers | URC Hall | 19:15-21:00 | 01865 872250 | All welcome 

St Mary’s Church | Open for prayer and reflection 19:30-21:00 

Wheatley Village Produce Association | Merry Bells | 2nd in month | 19:30 

Fitness Flow Pilates | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | destinyshore@ntlworld.com 

Baby Ballerinas (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:00-14:30 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553 

Jumping Jellybeans (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:30-15:00 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553 

Dance4Fun (4-7, 8-10, 11+) | Merry Bells | 16:00-18:00 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome 

Age UK Pop Up Cinema | Merry Bells | 1st in month | 14:00-16:00 | 07827 235460 | Over 50’s 

mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
mailto:L.kenworthy@sky.com
mailto:Megan_ah@hotmail.com
mailto:peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
mailto:destinyshore@ntlworld.com
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Day by Day 

WEDNESDAY 

Health Visitor Well Baby Clinic | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-10:30 | Stay for tea to 11:30 

Dementia Active | Holton Village Hall | 11:30-15:30 | 01869 713913 | Text 07711 891028 

Bumps, Babies and Beyond | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-12:00 | info@mapletree.org.uk 

Sling & Buggy Walk | Maple Tree | 10:00-11:45 | Must pre-book | info@mapletree.org.uk 

Oxford Sling Library | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd & 4th in month | 09:30-11:00 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-17:00 

Late Spring 60+ Bereavement Support Group | URC | 1st & 3rd in month | 14:00-15:30 | 01235 849434 

Yoga | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | jonjackielouise@hotmail.co.uk 

Pop-up Pilates | Merry Bells | 18:30-20:30 | info@pop-up-pilates.com | 07731 321991  

Beginners’ Meditation | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd in month | 18:30-19:30 | RSVP 07962 545160 

Cub Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 18:45-20:15 | 01865 874284 | Age 8-10½ 

Guides & Rangers | URC Hall | Term time 19:00-20:30 | Age 10+ | wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk 

Gt. Milton Local History Society | Gt. Milton School | 4th in month | 19:30 | 01844 279567 

Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers & Joggers | Park Sports Centre | 19:30-20:30 | 07979 538557 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome 

Baby Music Group | URC Hall | 09:30 & 10:35 | Term time only | £2 family | 07505 131123 

 

THURSDAY 

Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | 08:50-09:40 

Stay & Play | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11:00 | Must pre-book | info@mapletree.org.uk 

Memory Café | URC | 1st in month | 10:00-12:00 | 01865 874003 / 01844 698267 

Wheatley Walks | Car park behind 6th Form Centre | 10:00-11:00 | 01865 872628 / 873430 

Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-17:00 

Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | 14:00-17:00 

Xstream After-School Club | Wheatley Primary School | 15:15-16:30 

Rugby Club Seniors & Jrs | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com 

Explorer Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 14-18 

Army Cadets | Army Cadet Hut Littleworth Rd. | 19:10-21:10 | Age 12-17 

Pilates | Merry Bells | 09:45-10:45 | wrenjenny3@googlemail.com 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome 

mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
mailto:jonjackielouise@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:info@pop-up-pilates.com
mailto:wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
mailto:peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
mailto:wrenjenny3@googlemail.com
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Day by Day 

FRIDAY 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-18:00 

Inside Outside Stay & Play | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-12:00 

Horspath Hub Coffee Morning | 10:30-12:00 

Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 10½-14 

St. Mary’s Bell Tower Practice | St. Mary’s Church | 19:30-21:00 | 01865 872250 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome 

Martial Arts | Primary School Hall | 07395 442732 | cjh_mfschools@outlook.com 

• Mighty Matts | 17:00-17:45 | Age 3-4 

• Mighty Matts | 18:00-18:45 | Age 5-6 

• Junior/Family | 19:00-20:00 | Age 7+ 

 

 

SATURDAY 

Saturdads | Maple Tree Centre | 3rd in month | 10:00-12:00 | £2 per family 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 

Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | Last in month | 10:00-12:00 

Scrabble Club | 1st in month | 19:30 | 01865 872628 

Wheatley Minis Football | Holton Rugby Club | 09:00-10:00 | Ages 4-7 | clcole03@gmail.com 

 

 

SUNDAY 

Church services | See page 16 

Sunday Afternoon Tea and Cake | URC Crown Square | 1st in month | 14:30-16:30 

Wheatley Windmill Open | 2nd in month | May to October 

Rugby Club Minis & Jrs | Wheatley Playing Field | 10:00-12:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com 

mailto:cjh_mfschools@outlook.com
mailto:clcole03@gmail.com
mailto:peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
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YOUR Wheatley Village Archive 

During lock-down, work has continued to 

improve and add to the archive records at 

www.wheatleyarchive.org.uk. Do check it 

out regularly to see updates.  

A plea to you all - there have been many 

sets of postcards of Wheatley over the 

years and the archive is very keen to add 

to the 11 numbered postcards that we 

have from the set taken in 1927, see 

some examples here:  

 

You can see all 11 that we have on the 

website above. 

If you have others, please contact Michael 

Heaton on 01865 425909 or scan and 

send to michael@wheatleyarchive.org.uk  

so your village archive can have a 

complete set. 

In addition, a guided walk around 

Wheatley, as it was in 1950, is underway 

and will soon be available as a video held 

on YouTube. 

 

Regular opening of the small archive 

room (on the first floor of the village hall 

at The Merry Bells, 89 High Street, 

Wheatley, Oxford OX33 1XP) must remain 

suspended for the time being. Visits by 

appointment can, however, be made by 

contacting Michael Heaton on 01865 

425909, and you can also purchase any of 

our publications on the website, along 

with tea-towels or notelets depicting the 

village. ‘Bygone Wheatley’ (£12) will 

continue to be available outside the 

Merry Bells from 10-12 on Friday and 

Saturday mornings, weather permitting. 

Copies are also available from Wheatley 

Estates in the parade of shops. A new 

publication by an ex-resident is now 

available for £6 also outside the Merry 

Bells. Christine Tombs was born just 

before the Second World War and, in the 

1970s, she put together her very 

extensive memories, now an 80-page 

book of absolutely fascinating insights 

into her childhood in Wheatley during 

and soon after that war.  

 

Finally a plea to residents of the 

‘Tudorbethan’ houses in London Road 

and The Avenue. Does anyone know the 

name of the architect of this 

development? Please get in touch if you 

do! 

Steph Cox 

http://www.wheatleyarchive.org.uk
mailto:michael@wheatleyarchive.org.uk
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Wheatley Village Produce Association 

Words from The VPA 

October 

I see this as a time for tidying up from 
the current year but looking forward 
to the next. I cut back perennials 
which have become messy but try to 
leave those with interesting seed 
heads for birds and overwintering 
insects and these can look stunning in 
frosty weather. I have already been 
lifting, dividing, and moving plants but 
this can continue. Collect seed from 
any favourites. If mild, it’s a good time 
to leave lawns and hedges looking 
smart until the new year. Roses can be 
pruned but will often still flower up to 
Christmas. Pick any late harvest fruits 
and remove any rotten ones. Fix tar 
bands soon to reduce damage by 
winter moth to next year’s fruit.  

November 

This month is the best time to plant 
tulip bulbs and dream of next spring! If 
planting in pots, raise them up to 
ensure free drainage. Winter bedding 
can also be planted out. Collect up 
fallen leaves which can then be used 
to make leaf mould. If you do have a 
bonfire, please check for hedgehogs 
before lighting! I have been feeding 
one to help it get through its long 
sleep. I also put out sunflower seeds 
and suet for birds but if you are 
growing brassicas you will 

undoubtedly have to cover them in 
netting to keep off the pigeons! 
Gardeners’ relationship with wildlife is 
always a little uneasy…. 

 

Here is a quiz, just for fun! Each of the 
answers is the name of a flowering 
plant. Answers to appear in the next 
issue. Good Luck! 

1. Course linen 

2. Sugary Bill 

3. Very sedate lady 

4. Bouquet for Richard’s wife 

5. Heated card game 

6. Bovine trip 

7. Foppish king of the jungle 

8. In the eye of the beholder 

9. Frugality 

10. Reynard’s hand warmers 

 

We were hoping to hold the AGM in 
November but social distancing makes 
this impossible. Just keep watching 
this space.  

 

All talks are held at 7.30pm at the 
Merry Bells, open to anyone, free to 
members, £2.50 for non-members. £7 
will buy membership for the whole 
year for all your immediate family.  

Contact wheatleyVPA@gmail.com. 

Geraldine Surman 

mailto:wheatleyVPA@gmail.com
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Sometimes, someone says something 

that resonates with us. Often at 

unexpected times. Well, that’s what’s 

just happened to me, anyway! 

I’m glad the conversation occurred mid-

afternoon, and not in the evening, as it 

would have kept me awake. Mind you, I 

still need a couple of glasses of strong 

whiskey to get my head around this, 

even in the afternoon. 

On my radio show I often challenge 

guests’ views and perceptions. 

Exploring if things, categories, and 

concepts really exist outside human 

consciousness. Challenging assertions 

that opinions are fact when they most 

certainly are not in most cases. 

I regularly challenge people on the 

concept of tidiness and untidiness in a 

garden. If one person thinks an 

overgrown garden is untidy, and 

someone else thinks the self-same 

overgrown garden is beautiful. Then 

perhaps that indicates tidiness and 

untidiness doesn’t exist beyond our 

own human world views. Perhaps 

nature is just getting on with it, and 

we’re just putting a label on it? 

Ok, so what was I challenged with just 

now? Well, I was discussing the fact 

that we humans often see ourselves 

separate from, superior to, in 

ownership of, nature. Maybe 

persecuted indigenous cultures don’t, 

but we do in our culture, most certainly. 

I argue, we are nature, not separate to 

it. Wildlife gardening practises highlight 

that. We are part of the ecosystem out 

there; we influence it and it influences 

us. 

So, the person said just now, “What if 

there’s no such thing as nature?” 

Maybe that again is a human construct? 

A huge philosophical question right 

there, and one I don’t have a conclusion 

for, and may never do either. What if 

nature doesn’t exist? Is it then, life in all 

its forms, just getting on with it? 

With that in mind, and understanding 

all life matters, it makes wildlife 

gardening even more engaging. 

 

Happy Gardening 

Wildlife Gardening Specialist 

01865 747243 

www.wildmaninspires.co.uk 

Stuart Mabbutt 

Is There Any Such Thing as Nature? 

http://www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
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Calling all residents of 

HOLTON | LITTLEWORTH | WHEATLEY 

DRIVERS DESPERATELY NEEDED 
WHEATLEY VOLUNTEER CARE SCHEME NEEDS VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 

Do you have any spare time to transport local residents to 

medical appointments? 

You will be reimbursed for your petrol cost. 

So if you feel you can help us: 

Please contact Kath Lamont—01865 876609 

WHEATLEY CARE 
VOLUNTEER TEAM MEMBER 

Wheatley Care is looking for a third co-ordinator to join their 
team of volunteers to help manage booking requests and driver 

allocations (on average 30 per month) 
If you like speaking to people and are good at scheduling/

planning we’d love to hear from you.  
Please call 

Kath Lamont—01865 876609 

If you are unable to buy enough basic food for your household, because you don’t have 
the cash or because you are unable to go out, then we may be able to help. We can 

deliver within an area bounded by Chinnor, Watlington, Chalgrove, Stadhampton, The 
Miltons, Wheatley, Long Crendon and Haddenham. If you need help, please phone us on 

our confidential helpline 0300 201 0212 or 07541 299010. 

We don’t want anyone to go hungry. 

Registered Charity No. 1100176 
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Wheatley Christmas Fair Committee 
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As we remain focussed on putting the health and 

wellbeing of our customers and our people at the 

heart of everything we do, showing care to each other 

in what has been a difficult time for many people, 

we’re also looking to the future and feeling excited 

about the prospect of being able to travel again. 

I also understand things can change, and sometimes 

don't always go to plan, but please rest assured you 

are in safe hands with Travel Counsellors, and I will be 

with you every step and mile of your journey. That's the TC Promise. 

The TC Promise means you can rest assured in the knowledge that when you book your 

travel plans you have complete peace of mind and a service tailor-made to you. 

Janet Lewis 01865 989770 
www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/Janet.Lewis 

Janet.lewis@travelcounsellors.com 

http://www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/Janet.Lewis
mailto:Janet.lewis@travelcounsellors.com
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 Wheatley Dental Practice | 01865 873314 

We are currently accepting new patients at our friendly local dental surgery. 
 Please phone our receptionists or call in for more details! 
Tooth whitening and facial aesthetic treatments available. 

Catherine Peers BDS, Emily Painter BDS  
Claudia Conde MClinDent(Prostho.)London 

Rachel Hyde RDH, Candy Owens RDH, Victoria Lewis RDH 
96 Church Road, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ 

wheatleydental@gmail.com 
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Sense-Ability Hypnotherapy & Coaching 
 

& Trauma Rewind Therapy - Closure without Disclosure 
Online by Skype, What’s App, FaceTime etc - free hypnotherapy recording 

for Wheatley News readers. See website for discounts and services. 
 

www.sense-ability.co.uk - jane@sense-ability.co.uk - 07843 813 883 
Facebook senseabilityUK 

Contact Jane Pendry , BA Hons (London), PGCE (Cantab), DSFH, HPD; Reg AfSFH, ABNLP, ABH, CNHC, IARTT 
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Reopening Libraries 
 

It has been a long time since we have seen our customers in 
Wheatley library and we miss you.  We are working hard behind 
the scenes to get our library open as soon as possible.  We need to be sure that it will be safe 
for everyone when we do open. 
You can find the full list of reopening libraries across the County at: 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/libraries/reopening-libraries 
 
Key changes: 
• Face covering are a legal requirement when in a library with a few exceptions. 
• All items you return to are being quarantined for at least 72 hours.  
• Your items will remain on your account for three working days before being 

processed. You won’t incur charges and you can still borrow new items. 
• Due date extensions for some loans.  These items will not be due back before October 

and no overdue charges will apply to these items during this period. 
• All items borrowed on or after Monday 27 July must be returned or renewed by their 

due date, to avoid incurring charges. 
• You can check the return date on your items by logging into your account or by using 

the Oxfordshire Libraries App.  More details are online.   If you have any concerns, 
please contact any one of the libraries that has reopened. 

 
Changes inside the libraries: 
• Distancing measures - possible queue to enter 
• Your name and contact details will be collected for Track and Trace purposes. 
• Short visits are encouraged - keep your visit to 30 minutes  
• Payments to be made by card or online.  
• Most soft seating and tables have been removed 
• Newspapers and magazines have been removed 
• Public toilets won’t be available 
• Face-to-face programmes and events won't run until government advice informs us it 

is safe to do so 
 
Available services at this time: 
• Browsing, borrowing, returning and collection of reserved items 
• Limited computers and internet access 
• Printing and scanning and photocopying 
• Bus pass and blue badge validations (by appointment at appropriate libraries) 
• Home Library Service 
 
Website: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries 
Facebook: Oxfordshire Libraries 
Facebook:  Friends of Wheatley Library 
Twitter: @oxonlibraries 

The Staff and Volunteers of Wheatley Library 

Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/libraries/reopening-libraries
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
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As there was no outside speaker for our 
July Zoom Room meeting, Lucy Collinson 
gave a demonstration on using 
sourdough.  Streamed from her own 
kitchen Lucy produced some delicious 
looking bread, picklets and crumpets.  
The smell and taste of these must have 
been wonderful – if only… 

All our members had a very pleasant 
surprise in August when committee 
members distributed a cream tea to 
everyone.  These were beautifully done 
and contained a scone, jam and cream, a 
chocolate biscuit bar and of course a tea 
bag for that important cuppa. Also 
included was a copy of the August quiz.   

We were very sad to hear of the 
proposed closure of Denman College, 
our educational centre at Marcham. The 
college was formally established in 1948, 
and named after Lady Denman, the first 
chairwoman of the WI federation. 

Both residential and non-residential 
courses were offered. These included 
the arts, crafts, music, history, sport and 
technology. Denman was also the home 
of the WI Cookery School. 

It will be sadly missed by all our 
members.  However many courses are 
still being offered online. Some are free, 
others cost just £5 and although many 
are for members only not all of them 
are.   Visit www.denman.org.uk for 
further information. 

One of our members is very involved 
with the charity Hearing Dogs for Deaf 
People and has created a pattern for a 
deaf friendly face mask.  These have a 
clear window for lip reading and facial 
expression. If anyone should have a 
need for such a mask go to 

www.hearingdogs.org.uk/blog.   

In September the walking group is 
hoping to go on it’s first walk since 
March.  It will be a local walk but it will 
be nice to catch up with friends even if 
we do have to “socially distance”. 

Terry Brooklyn has been thanked for 
restoring our notice board which had 
deteriorated quite badly.  This will be 
reinstated once our meetings resume in 
the Merry Bells. 

Unfortunately we are unable to say 
when face to face meetings will 
commence..  They will not resume for 
the remainder of this year and the 
situation will be reviewed in January. 

For further information regarding our 
Zoom meetings please visit 
www.wheatleywi.com. 

 
Try the W.I.  -  New members, and past 
members who have not rejoined in the 
last 10 years, can join the W.I. from 
October 2020 to March 2021 for just 
£10.75 

Wheatley WI 
www.wheatleywi.com 

Stephanie Brooklyn 

http://www.denman.org.uk
https://www.hearingdogs.org.uk/blog
http://www.wheatleywi.com
https://www.wheatleywi.com/
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Holton & Wheatley Cricket Club 

The cricket season finally got going in 

mid-July, albeit with some very strict 

Covid-related procedures. 

We got off to a flying start with two 

comfortable wins on the trot. The 

first was against Appleton, where a 

fine team batting performance 

followed by a superb spell of bowling 

from Tom Kitchin, taking 3 for 9 off 7 

overs, ensured a 100 run victory. This 

was followed by an eagerly fought 

victory against local rivals Great 

Milton, with Atanu Sinha scoring an 

unbeaten 66 helping the 

proceedings. 

Unfortunately, our batting let us 

down a little in our next 2 games 

against Oxfordshire County Council 

and Nettlebed. Despite the defeats, 

we put in respectable performances 

with Tom Kitchin shining again with 

the ball against Nettlebed, taking 3 

for 11 off 8 overs. 

The next game, against Harwell, was 

a closer affair. Chasing a gettable 

185, things seemed to be heading 

our way, with a solid partnership 

developing between Kavi Thakore 

and Dan Jacobs, until Kavi had to 

retire hurt (on 44). This led to some 

wickets falling quickly whilst trying to 

keep up the momentum and we 

ended 30 runs short, unfortunately. 

Winning ways returned in our next 

match against BBC Caversham, 

where we comfortably chased 130, 

mainly thanks to an undefeated 61 

from Chris Potter. 

Our most recent game was an 

exciting affair. Chasing 130, again, we 

looked well on course for victory 

until a quick succession of wickets 

left us short by a mere 13 runs. 

We always welcome new members 

of any ability and age (our oldest 

player is 79!). Our membership is 

extremely broad and our aim is to be 

a friendly team who, win or lose, 

enjoy Sunday cricket, with a big focus 

on the social side. If you are 

interested in joining, please contact 

Hugh Kitchin on 873305. 

Alun Regan 
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As this contribution is being prepared 

the rules for social gatherings are 

again changing… 

 

The Wheatley Society Committee 

was hoping to be able to announce 

various activities for October and 

November even if the original 

programme is on hold. Hopefully at 

some point different walks and a visit 

to Chalgrove Gardens will still be 

possible. 

Michael Heaton is putting together a 

walk entitled Wheatley in the 1950’s. 

Venturing further afield several 

members recommend the book “50 

walks in Oxfordshire” which provides 

outing suggestions to see the autumn 

colours. As would the visit to 

Chalgrove gardens. 

Recent months have seen many take 

up gardening, and growing food in 

particular. The allotments are all 

taken and the table at the entrance 

often has glut produce available for 

passers-by to take. Currently it is 

courgettes morphing into marrows, 

but the internet has some very 

interesting recipes that can include 

courgettes. Courgette and cheese 

bread or baked courgette chips 

anyone? 

Talking of cooking, Alex McKay was 

going to give us another of his 

flamboyant cookery demonstrations. 

Despite the event being cancelled 

you can still follow his cooking 

adventures online through the 

Denman website – each programme 

has a £5 sign-up fee.  

Wheatley is a very well serviced 

village and has shown already this 

year that it can provide most of the 

goods and services its residents 

need. As the weather turns colder, 

we may again need to look out for 

the more vulnerable and help with 

their shopping, checking they are 

well and continue to be neighbourly.  

 

Whatever the current mantra – stay 

safe. 

Parish Newsletter 

October/November 2020 

Mary Hall | Chair 
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We bring you good news! The Maple Tree 
is cautiously introducing a limited 
programme!  Sling & Buggy Walks take 
place from The Maple Tree on a 
Wednesday morning (10-11.45).  Melanie 
Kinghan will lead the initial 4 walks.  Pre-
booking is essential so we can keep on top 
of the numbers.  We ask for a donation of 
£2.50 per family which should be paid in 
advance. 

Stay and Play is also returning on a 
Thursday morning commencing Thursday 
24th September.  This will initially run 
between 10-11am.  We do have very 
limited numbers for this session – 
currently 6 families per session (with a 
strict one adult per family policy).  Again, 
the cost will be £2.50 per session and pre-
booking is essential. 

If you are interested in either of the above 
sessions, please contact 
info@mapletree.org.uk to secure your 
space.  You will then receive an email 
confirmation with details of payment 
methods together with a new registration 
form that we will use for track and trace 
purposes. 

APPEAL FOR NEW TRUSTEES 

We are looking for more members from 
our local area to join our committed and 
friendly group of charity trustees.  We are 
keen to recruit volunteers with a 
background/expertise in finance and 
accountancy, premises management and 

ICT/data collection. However, we would 
also welcome trustees from other 
backgrounds who are able to help us.  If 
you would like more information about 
the Maple Tree, or a chat about what is 
involved in becoming a trustee, please 
contact Jane Lightfoot at 
jane@mapletree.org.uk Do have a look at 
our website for more 
information: www.mapletree.org.uk.  
Please spread the word if you know 
anyone who might be interested in finding 
out more. 

Finally, this is the very last report that I will 
write as Coordinator of The Maple Tree.  I 
will be leaving The Maple Tree on 30th 
September to move on to pastures new.  I 
have really enjoyed my three years getting 
to know all of the local families and I will 
look back fondly at my time here.  I wish 
The Maple Tree well for the future and  
thank everybody for their support which 
has been greatly appreciated. 

Goodbye for now. 

Please spread the word if you know 
anyone who might be interested in finding 
out more. 

If you need any kind of support, do contact 
us either through our Facebook page, by 
emailing Hayley, or through our new web-
site www.mapletree.org.uk. 

Our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley 

provides more information about our 
timetable. Alternatively, email 
info@mapletree.org.uk 

www.mapletree.org.uk 

Hayley Hayle | Maple Tree Co-ordinator 

mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
mailto:jane@mapletree.org.uk
http://www.mapletree.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley
mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
http://www.mapletree.org.uk


57 

News from The Trust 
 

The recent Traveller incursion on the 
Holton Playing Fields has come at a huge 
financial cost to Wheatley Parish Council, 
Wheatley Playing Field Trust and 
Wheatley Rugby Club. The Travellers 
broke into the field on Sunday 16th 
August. Seven caravans entered the field 
just before 8pm that evening, with 
another one arriving the following 
evening. They pitched up around the 
rugby pitch. Private bailiffs were 
immediately contacted and eviction 
notices were served at 10 am on Monday 
morning. Unfortunately, for a number of 
reasons, the Travellers did not leave the 
field until 7pm on Tuesday evening, 47 
hours after arriving. The delay resulted in 
the rugby container being broken into 
and its contents removed, trashed and 
scattered over the pitch. The Travellers 
left a great deal of rubbish on the field, 
including soiled items and human waste. 
Volunteers from Wheatley Rugby Club, 
with help offered by Wheatley FC, 
cleared up the field. One of the tennis 
nets was also trashed and as the 
Travellers abused the tarmac area, the 
nets are being removed now instead of at 
half term. 

 

Now for better news. The users of the 
field, both rugby and football as well as 
Wheatley Park School have begun to use 
the facilities again, although in a limited 
way because of Coronavirus. Netball is 

starting up again towards the end of 
September. 

 

We would urge members of the 
community to keep away from the field 
at all times, particularly during the school 
day, to help prevent the spread of the 
virus. 

 

New floodlights have now been installed 
covering the netball court on the tarmac 
area. This will extend the season for 
netball but also allow others to use this 
area when it becomes safe to do so. One 
of the intended activities is Walking 
Football and discussions have taken place 
with SODC to promote and develop this. 
More information will be sent out when 
it becomes safe to participate.  

Security cameras have been installed 
covering the field and it was these that 
kept the Travellers away from the main 
field. 

 

The Trust would also welcome views on 
other activities that anyone or any group 
might like to see taking place under these 
new floodlights. Do get in touch. 

 

For contact and further information on all 
fixtures, including bookings: 

 

enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk 

www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk 

Paul Willmott | Chairman 

Wheatley Playing Field Trust 

mailto:enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
http://www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
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Safely socially-distanced, Villagers 
gathered outside Wheatley’s Village Hall, 
known as the Merry Bells, on Saturday 
to celebrate its 50 years as a community 
assert.  They also gathered to honour 
and give public recognition to the 
extraordinary contribution of current 
Chair of the Management Committee, 
Mary Blake, who has served for the 
whole of that 50 years. 
A planned weekend of anniversary 
celebrations had to be cancelled 
because of Covid-19 but on Saturday a 
new bench with a plaque in honour of 
Mary’s contribution was unveiled and a 
special golden commemorative beer, 
named Temperance 50, made by 
Shotover Brewery, was launched to 
celebrate the anniversary. 
Tim Blightman, Treasurer of the Merry 
Bells, explained: “The Merry Bells, was 

built originally in 1888 by the owners of 
the Shotover Estate as a Temperance 
Hotel. Over time, the hotel became less 
popular but it grew in use for various 
clubs and societies. By the 1930s it was 
no longer a hotel but more of a village 
hall and it was administered by a 
committee of volunteers.” 
He continued: “In the 1960s, that 
committee began negotiations to 
purchase the building and it became a 
community asset on 3rd August 1970, 
exactly 50 years ago.  Mary was part of 
the negotiating team and has 50 years 
unbroken service on the committee.” 
Unfortunately, because of shielding, 
Mary herself was unable to attend the 
ceremony but two of her daughters, 
Carol Blake-Ransford and Samantha 
Martell, were there to represent her.  
Carol said, “Our mother is so 

Merry Bells Village Hall 

Villagers Celebrate Golden 
Anniversary of the Merry Bells 

The plaque in honour of Mary Blake 
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Village Hall Update 

We are very pleased to say The Merry 
Bells is open again for bookings.  

We have taken a number of precautions 
to make sure the building is covid-19 
secure including extra cleaning, installing 
hand sanitisers, new signage, tape 
outside and in the corridor to mark 2m 
distancing, and introducing new capacity 
limits. Village halls which have taken 
these measures are exempt from “the 
rule of 6” as long as social distancing can 
be and is observed; so, the Main Hall can 
now take a maximum of 30 people and 
the Coffee Room 10 under 1m+ 
distancing guidelines. For the time being 
we are not opening up the main kitchen 
for use. 

Anyone who would like to make a 

booking can do so by going online at 
www.merrybells.org.uk and clicking the 
booking page (where you can also find 
details about hiring either of the rooms) 
or by leaving your details with Wheatley 
Estates. 

At the AGM on 3rd September a new 
committee was elected and you can find 
details on the notice board outside The 
Merry Bells. It’s not too late if you would 
like to be involved – just contact any of 
the committee or email 
info@merrybells.org.uk; we are also in 
need of a secretary to help organise the 
meetings, take minutes and manage 
some of the paperwork. 

We look forward to seeing you back in 
The Merry Bells (assuming there have 
been no further lockdowns since this 
was written!) Tim Blightman 

 

disappointed that she could 
not attend in person.  She 
feels humbled by the 
recognition and expresses 
her thanks to everyone.” 
Samantha added: “All her 
children, Stephen, Susan, 
Carol and I, are very proud 
of Mum and of the impact 
she has made for the 
benefit of the people of our 
village over so many years”. 

Merry Bells Treasurer, Tim Blightman (centre) with the bench dedicated 

to Mary Blake. Seated: daughters Carol Blake-Ransford and husband, 

Glen, (left) and Samantha Martell and husband David. John Guy 

http://www.merrybells.org.uk
mailto:info@merrybells.org.uk


70 

SODC Waste Collections — October & November 2020 

 Collection day is Monday unless * (B. Hol)  Which bins and other items? 

 Oct 5th & 19th | Nov 2nd, 16th & 30th  Green, brown, food & oil waste, textiles 

 Oct 12th & 26th | Nov 9th & 23rd  Grey, food & oil waste, small electricals 

ASDA Wheatley Community Update 

As I approach my first-year milestone as 
community champion at the store, I sit and 
reflect on what a whirlwind of a year it’s 
been and one quite like no other in my 
lifetime.  We are still as keen as ever to 
support our local community despite the 
challenges and adaptions of our working 
practices.  
We have continued to provide donations to 
a number of local groups and charities 
including Wheatley Mask Tree located 
outside the Merry Bells.  With face masks 
becoming a requirement in shops at the 
start of July, volunteers have needed to 
produce more masks in the recent months to 
try and keep our rural community safe.  We 
appreciate all that of the time that 
volunteers have given to create cloth face 
coverings.  I am sure many of you are 
wearing these whilst coming into store.  
Many of my colleagues came to me keen to 
help Wheatley Pre School, as they had seen 
on the local news about damage and 
vandalism at the end of July.  We were 
delighted to be able to contribute and 
provide a donation of small play equipment 
to help them re open in September.  
We were also aware that many local groups 
want to get back up and running such as 
Wheatley Acquisition Scouts, Wheatley 
Guides and local beavers and scouts groups 
so have provided cleaning essentials to help 
them re open safely.  We have also provided 
a donation to the Maple Tree to help 

support families in the community with 
access to vital services which have been 
sorely missed since lockdown.  
Throughout July, all stores have been part of 
a national campaign to support a food drive 
in store.  We asked customers to purchase 
one extra item to add to the food bank.  I 
have been overwhelmed with generosity, as 
we have donated 8 loaded trolleys to the 
food bank and appreciate during these times 
it was a huge ask but just shows what a 
wonderful supportive community we live in.  
From the 1st September to 30th September 
we invite you to nominate a charity or good 
cause (not for profit) who have gone above 
and beyond during the pandemic to make a 
positive impact in one or more of the 
following ways;  by reducing isolation, 
reducing poverty, delivering essential items 
to vulnerable people or been a community 
lifeline.  Our colleague voice team will decide 
on 6 causes who will receive £300 each from 
your nominations in time for Christmas.  The 
green token giving scheme is still on hold to 
reduce the transmission of the virus on the 
green tokens.  
Please do continue to get in touch on 
community_wheatley@asda.co.uk to see if 
we may be able to help any charities or 
causes which you may help with and as 
always thanks for your support and custom 
at the store.  

Linda Blackmore 

mailto:community_wheatley@asda.co.uk
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Local Governance:     

Oxfordshire County Council | 01865 792422 | oxfordshire.gov.uk 

County Councillor Tim Bearder | 07789 754727  | tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

District Councillor Alexandrine Kantor | 07581 745221 | alexandrine.kantor@southoxon.gov.uk 

South Oxfordshire DC | 01235 422422 | southoxon.gov.uk 

Planning Applications | 01235 422600 | planning@southoxon.gov.uk 

Wheatley Parish Council | 01865 875615 | clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Local information:     

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire | 03444 111 444 | caox.org.uk 

Wheatley Post Office | 0845 722 3344 | Open Mon-Fri 09:00-17:30, Sat 09:00-13:00 

The Maple Tree (Children's Centre) | 01865 236700 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk  

The Merry Bells Village Hall | 01865 872073 | merrybells.org.uk 

Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 | wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Wheatley Park Sports Centre | 01865 872128 | better.org.uk/venues/park 

Wheatley Park School | 01865 872441 | wheatleypark.org 

Wheatley Primary School | 01865 872366 | wheatley.oxon.sch.uk 

Services:     

Police non-emergency | 101 | www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

To report potholes, fly-tipping, broken paving, vandalism, etc. | fixmystreet.com 

OCC Family Information Service | 08452 262636 | fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

OCC Highways | 0845 310 1111 | highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Missed Bin Collection | 03000 610610 | admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk 

Bulky Household Waste Collection | 01235 422406 | waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk 

Housing | 01235 422422 | housing@southandvale.gov.uk 

GP Surgery, Morland House | 01865 872448 | morland-house.co.uk 

NHS Out of Hours Service | 111 | 111.nhs.uk 

Gas Emergency | 0800 111 999 | nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies 

National Power Cut Helpline | 105 | ssen.co.uk 

Burst pipe or leak | 0800 714 614 | thameswater.co.uk 

Floodline | 0345 988 1188 | gov.uk/check-flood-risk 

Transport:     

Oxfordshire Comet | 01865 323201 | oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet 

Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to hospital or GP surgery) | 07505 543750 

Arriva (280) Bus | 0344 800 4411 | arrivabus.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London) | 01865 785400 | brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk 

National Rail Enquiries | 03457 484950 | nationalrail.co.uk 

Key Contacts 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:alexandrine.kantor@southoxon.gov.uk
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/
mailto:planning@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://www.caox.org.uk/
mailto:hayley@mapletree.org.uk
http://merrybells.org.uk/
mailto:wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/south-oxfordshire/park
https://www.wheatleypark.org/
http://www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk/
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
https://www.fixmystreet.com/
mailto:fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
mailto:waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:housing@southandvale.gov.uk
http://www.morland-house.co.uk/
https://111.nhs.uk/
https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies
https://www.ssen.co.uk/Home/
https://www.thameswater.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/public-transport/accessible-transport/bookable-transport
https://www.arrivabus.co.uk/
https://brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk/
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
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