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WHEATLEY 
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Publisher 
Wheatley Parish Council 
The Parish Office 
The Merry Bells 
89 High Street 
Wheatley 
OX33 1XP 
01865 875615 
clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Distributor 
This newsletter is kindly 
distributed to all addresses in 
Wheatley and Holton by a team 
of volunteers, organised by 
Christine Vernede 
(01865) 873335. 
 
 

Disclaimer 
The views expressed in the 
Newsletter are not necessarily 
those of the Parish Council or 
the Editor, and no liability can 
be accepted for any errors or 
omissions, although we will 
publish corrections where 
necessary. 

Contributions 

The Wheatley Newsletter 
welcomes contributions 
and adverts from everyone 
in the two parishes and 
from businesses and 
organisations serving 
Wheatley and District. 
News and reports from 
village organisations are 
particularly welcome but 
contentious issues or 
articles promoting personal 
causes should be avoided. 

Submissions should be 

made by 10th March for 
the next issue. 

The Editor reserves the 
right not to print items and 
to edit items submitted for 
publication.  

Head to bit.ly/wnl-info for 
further details and to 
download a booking form. 

Parish Councillor Vacancy 
 

Could you play a bigger part in Wheatley, helping, supporting, and making a 
positive impact on your community? Become a parish councillor. For more 
information or an informal chat, contact the parish office or speak to any 

current parish councillor. 

Parish Council 

Merry Bells, 19:30 

7th February 

7th March 

Planning Cmte. 

Merry Bells, 19:30 

9th February 

9th March 

Finance Cmte. 

Merry Bells, 19:30 

21st February 

Open Spaces Cmte. 

Merry Bells, 19:30 

21st March 

District Councillor 
Surgery 

Parish Office 

10:30—11:30 

12th February 

12th March 

Annual Parish Meeting 
Merry Bells 11th April 2022 19:30 

mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://bit.ly/wnl-info
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Happy New Year to our parishioners and 
here’s to new opportunities that a new 
year brings us. I, like many of you will 
have spent some time reflecting on 2021 
and its challenges ready to decide what 
to tackle in 2022. 

Some recent successes have been the 
planting of trees in Farm Close Lane and 
the refurbishment of the Village Square. 
By the time you read this there should 
be new oak seating and planters to make 
that area a more pleasant place to sit 
and contemplate. 

The challenges have been the omicron 
variant of C-19 and yet another very 
tiring and irritating impact to our daily 
lives. We know from our Wellbeing 
Committee that our parishioners are 
struggling in every way and I thank the 
clubs and societies working with us to 
alleviate that. As a result at the council 
meeting in early December councillors 
voted against raising the precept. There 
is no doubt that families are struggling 
and we don’t want to add to their 
financial burden. The cost of the shortfall 
will be met by dipping into our reserves, 
but we think this is a price worth paying. 
Also at the Finance Committee on 20th 
December we considered the highest 
number of grant applications from local 
village groups we have had in a long 
time. You can be sure that all of the 
applications received intense scrutiny 
and discussion, and we have allocated 
funding that we can at this time.  

We have several big projects on the go, 
and more will be said about these in due 
course as things progress – 
Refurbishment of Church Road 
Recreation Ground, replacement of the 
deteriorating pavilion on Wheatley 
Playing Fields and a Community Larder, 
not forgetting our play and activity day.  

One of our ongoing projects is our 
working group considering parking 
restrictions in the High Street, whether 
we need them and what the impact is on 
other roads close by. We are starting to 
gather evidence on parking and 
vehicular movement along the High 
Street to establish what the village 
needs moving forward.  

We have also got some big milestones 
coming up – Queens Platinum Jubilee, 
where we will be discussing the activities 
that WPC will deliver, and our Parish 
Council is 90 years young on the 3rd 
March! We know who the original 
councillors were so expect to see more 
information on our Facebook page as we 
research further. Several Wheatley 
families were present – Tombs, 
Shepherd and Sheldon so there will be 
more to come on that, also the war 
years and how the village fared with 
various committees! It’s interesting that 
some of the issues prevalent then are 
still with us today – access to footpaths 
and the tidiness of the village (as 
reported by the WI).  

Chair’s Column 

Alison Sercombe 



4 

We may not have had the start to 2022 

that we had all hoped, but this year will 

be special in many other ways.  

As well as celebrating the Queens 

Platinum Jubilee (2-6th June), we are 

also working with Oxfordshire Play 

Association to bring you another Play 

and Activity Day (16th July) and 

throughout 2022 the Parish Council will 

be celebrating its 90th year.  

The first ever 

parish council 

meeting for 

Wheatley was 

held on 3rd 

March 1932, and we have the hand-

written minute books from this date. We 

are still putting together a list of 

celebratory events and activities, but I 

can confirm that we are in the process of 

digitalising all our minute books and key 

documents, which will be available from 

our website in the coming months. We 

will also be sharing insights from our 

archives and will be sharing a celebratory 

cake at our March meeting on 7th 

March. 

If you have any stories, family history or 

comments on the last 90 years of the 

parish council, please do get in touch. 

Back to the present day and as I write 

this, the council is still legally required to 

hold face to face public meetings (full 

council and committee). We continue to 

have measures in place to keep 

councillors and the community as safe as 

possible and we do ask that anyone who 

attends our meetings wears a mask, 

social distance and use sanitisers when 

entering buildings. Please do not attend 

if you, or anyone you have been in 

contact with has covid symptoms.  

There were too many other updates for 

me to fit into my column, so I have had 

to take over more space. Please continue 

to read about these on the next page. 

 

If you have a question or issue, you can 

contact the parish office or any of our 

councillors.  

Our contact details are on page 71, or 

available on the website: 

www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

Clerk’s Column 

Michelle Legg 

The Parish office is open to the public each Wednesday and Saturday 09:30-11:30 

http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Village Square Improvements 

Having installed the seating around the raised bed in Village Square our contractors will 
have completed installation of the new seating panels and raised beds. This will be planted 
out with pollinator friendly shrubs, bulbs, and plants. 
 

New trees and hedging planted along footpath between Farm Close and Station Rd 

We are happy to confirm that the 9 new trees and approx. 70m of hedging have been 
planted along the footpath. It is hoped that the native species will support local wildlife 
with shelter and food and improve the location for residents and those walking the 
footpath. 
 

Parking consultation on High St 

Our working group has met several times and are currently collecting data from residents 
of the High St. Once this data has been analysed, we will be exploring and carrying out 
consultation with the whole community on all parking options.  
 

Play & Activity Day 

We are pleased to announce that Wheatley and Holton Play & Activity Day will be back in 
2022. Please mark Saturday 16th July in your diaries for, what we hope will be another 
amazing day of fun for everyone. The event is being delivered in partnership with 
Oxfordshire Play Association and will be held on the playing fields, opposite Wheatley Park 
School. 

If you would like to be involved or would like to support the event, please contact the 
parish office. More details on page 65. 
 

Community Fridge 

A small group of volunteers and the Parish Clerk have been exploring bringing a community 
fridge/larder to Wheatley. The main objective is to help reduce food waste by providing 
opportunities to share food items that are still usable and would otherwise be thrown 
away.  
At the time of writing, they hope to visit other schemes in the area to find out what is 
involved and to pick up advice. Please keep an eye out in future editions of Wheatley News 
for updates. 
 

Council budget and precept 2022-2023 

At our meeting in December the council considered its budget and precept request for 
2022-23. The precept is a small percentage that residents of Wheatley pay to the parish 
council from their annual council tax charge.  
The parish council is still committed to delivering its strategic plan but is also fully aware of 
increasing financial pressures to households in Wheatley, business, and councils at all 
levels. There was much debate about this and eventually councillors agreed to a balanced 
budget with no increase the precept this year. 
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The last Newsletter Report went to 
the Editor in November 2021. Since 
then, the first Draft Review of the 
Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan 
(WNP) has been completed. It is 
currently being finalised with SODC 
cooperation. A 6-week pre-
Submission Consultation will be held 
in February/March 2022. When this 
ends, (and when comments have 
been incorporated,) the Review of 
the WNP will be submitted by 
Wheatley Parish Council (the 
“Qualifying Body”) to SODC for 
Examination. All this should be 
completed in April. 

 

The WNP was “made” during May 
2021, but three (out of four) of the 
proposed Village Enhancements 
were removed on the Examiner's 
advice, due to the delayed Adoption 
of the SODC Local Plan from before 
the WNP Submission date 
(September 2019). The Local Plan 
was finally adopted in December 
2020, and it conferred new powers 
on Neighbourhood Plans. A Review 
of the “made” WNP could now allow 
Green Belt to be removed, allowing 
Village Enhancements as well as 
further planning improvements in 
Wheatley. The reinstated 
Enhancements include 

release of Green Belt to allow some 
housing development around the 
Bungalows Community, London 
Road; commercial development on 
the Mobbs’ site; and housing 
development on Ms Tombs' Field. 
These and all future developments in 
Wheatley would be subject to Design 
Guidance and Codes specially 
prepared for this Review to shape 
and influence local development. To 
complement this development, 
provision has been made for 
additional recreation space together 
with a proposal for a Green Route to 
run between Littleworth and ASDA. 

 

Finally, as part of the 
characterisation of Wheatley that has 
emerged during preparation of the 
WNP, the community and health 
importance is now recognised of the 
50 tudorbethan houses built in 1927 
as 'Homes Fit for Heroes' on 
farmland above the new London 
Road and along a new Avenue.  An 
earlier 'Homes for Heroes' project 
(1921-2, Church Rd) had seen only 
four homes built. The Parish Council 
is now in discussion with Historic 
England about the Listing of these 50 
properties. 

Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan Report 

John Fox | Roy Gordon | WNP Committee 
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Alison Sercombe 

I am a member of one of the old Wheatley families, 

grew up and was educated here. Our community 

and local environment are important to me and as 

part of the parish council I want to support residents 

and local businesses, enabling them to thrive. I 

believe decisions affecting our community should 

be made by local people for local people wherever 

possible, because they are affected most. 

Parish Council Profiles 

Paul Willmott 

I came to Wheatley in 1973 to teach at Wheatley 

Park School. I became involved in a number of local 

organisations including the youth club, Wheatley 

Park Sportsfield Management Committee and 

Wheatley Rugby Club. 

In 2007, an opportunity arose to become a 

councillor and I was elected to the Parish Council. 

During the past 15 years I have chaired a number of 

committees including Finance, Planning and, more 

recently, the newly formed Health and Wellbeing 

Committee. I have also been Vice Chair of the Council. I am a trustee and Chair of the 

Wheatley Playing Field Trust which manages the Parish Council’s playing field at 

Holton. 

It has been fascinating to have an insight into what goes on in the village and has 

been a privilege to serve and contribute to Wheatley Parish Council. 

Meet our team of Parish Councillors through a series of profiles over the next few issues. 
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 Wheatley Dental Practice | 01865 873314 

We are currently accepting new patients at our friendly local dental surgery. 
 Please phone our receptionists or call in for more details! 
Tooth whitening and facial aesthetic treatments available. 

 

Dental Surgeons: Catherine Peers BDS,  Claudia Conde MClinDent London 
Dental Hygienists: Rachel Hyde, Julie Davies 

 

96 Church Road, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ 
wheatleydental@gmail.com 
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Howe & Co 22 

 

Mobile Fish 

& Chip Van 
 

07376 395678 
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In case you are not aware, the Government has confirmed the removal of its pre-departure test 
requirements for passengers travelling into England. 

PCR tests and self-isolation on arrival has also been scrapped, with the government reverting to its 
previous requirement of a lateral flow test to be taken within 48 hours of arrival and, if positive, 
take a PCR test to check for variants. 

The changes to international travel 
rules came into effect at 4am on 
Friday, January 7th. 

Please be advised that all 
destinations have different 
requirements, booking with 
someone like myself who will guide 
you every step of the way, will put 
you at ease. 

Janet Lewis 01865 989770 
www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/Janet.Lewis 

Janet.lewis@travelcounsellors.com 

http://www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/Janet.Lewis
mailto:Janet.lewis@travelcounsellors.com
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Unit 15 Wheatley Business Centre,  

Old London Road, Wheatley, OX33 1XW 

E: enquiries@wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com 

W: www.wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com 

 

Gemma Johnson BSc MCPod HCPC 

Podiatrist / Chiropodist  T:07969 321909 

William Johnson-Coleman BSc MISRM MSMA 

Soft Tissue Therapist  T: 07539 257542 

mailto:enquiries@wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com
http://www.wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com
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Macmillan Quiz 2022 
 

I can confirm that the time and date for the quiz is 7.30pm on Friday 25th February. 
In the light of the ongoing covid situation there has been much discussion on whether to 
hold a face to face or a Zoom quiz. In order to enable all of you who would like to take part 
to do so we will again be holding it via Zoom. 
If you would like to take part, please send an email to oconn@btinternet.com before Friday 
18th February. Please provide the name of your team and also the names of the members. 
Teams can be any size from 1 to 8 and the host will put you into groups of your choice on 
the night. 
A few days before the quiz you will be sent the Zoom link and also the details of where to 
make your donation of £10 per person. We would be grateful to receive all donations before 
the quiz. 
I appreciate that there may be those of you who would rather not take part in an online quiz 
but would like to make a contribution. In this case please send an email and you will be 
provided with the payment details. 
We are looking forward to another fun evening as well as raising funds for 
Macmillan. Sue Coombes 

mailto:oconn@btinternet.com
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Welcome to 2022 
The Wheatley Society’s first event this year was a presentation by Geoff Stephens; 
LITTLEWORTH NATURE RESERVE What? Where? When? 

As many of you may know from 
your local walks, there has been 
a lot of activity going on in the 
area beyond the housing in 
Littleworth along the old 
railway track. Geoff and others 
have been busy creating a 
nature reserve there and on 
Thursday 20th January gave us 
a helpful guide to its location, history, future and how it can best be enjoyed. It has 
something for everyone from bug hotels for children to benches for a peaceful rest 
in the butterfly glade. 

Currently the committee is busy working on the 2022-23 programme which will be 
announced during the AGM on Thursday 17th March at 7.45 for 8.00 in the Merry 
Bells. Thank you to those who have given us suggestions as to events we could hold, 
it is not too late to send in more ideas.  

As hopefully we emerge from the constraints of Covid and the first signs of spring 
are emerging it would be a good time to join the Wheatley Society. As a reminder 
we are a thriving social and cultural resource for those living locally with around 200 
members. We organise a year round series of events ranging from talks by local 
experts on a wide range of issues and visits to places of interest not usually visited to 
very popular social evenings. In addition, Wheatley Society has always been keenly 
interested in local civic affairs. When appropriate we have worked with others on 
planning and environmental issues and supported the objectives of the Maple Tree 
Nursery and Sustainable Wheatley. We will continue to do so. 

Everyone is welcome to join us and the AGM is a good opportunity to find out more 
and do so. Formal business is brief and then there is a talk, speaker to be confirmed, 
as well as the incentive of a glass of wine. 

We hope to see you on the 17th March. 

For those interested in joining, please contact Leigh Darnton: darnton@talktalk.net. 

Parish Newsletter 

February / March 2022 

The Wheatley Society Committee 

mailto:darnton@talktalk.net
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The 2021 Poppy Appeal 

£15,520. This was the very satisfactory 

total raised in the Wheatley and District 
area last November by the excellent but 
smaller team of volunteers doing longer 
shifts who were prepared to put 
themselves at a minimum risk of infection 
to raise vital money for the work of the 
Royal British Legion in caring for those 
who have suffered injury or bereavement 
in past wars and conflicts. Several British 
troops were injured in the withdrawal 
from Afghanistan back last July/August. 
The money collected through the Poppy 
Appeal is essential to enable this support 
to continue.    

The amount does not include the monies 
raised by our Horspath colleagues 
collecting mainly at Tesco’s on the Oxford 
Retail Park. This amounted to £13,338, 
collected over a longer period. The 
Appeal should also benefit from around 
£150 from Gift Aid. We had full co-
operation this year from members of staff 
at Welcome Break Services at Jct 8 on the 
M40 and at Asda. The other thing which 
helped greatly was the use of the very 
sophisticated card readers acquired by 
the Legion, with these contributing over a 
quarter of the amounts raised at the two 
locations. 

 Thanks to all those who helped, both 
collecting and counting the money, and to 
those who gave so generously. 

 I said that this was to be my last year as 

the Wheatley & District volunteer Poppy 
Appeal Organiser, and I am pleased to say 
that someone has now stepped forward 
to take over this very rewarding task 
which takes up a busy three to four 
months of the year. The person who has 
volunteered will be subject to formal 
approval by the Royal British Legion in 
due course but is well known to many of 
you for his involvement over the years in 
various activities and organisations within 
our community, he being Gareth Morris. I 
wish him all the luck in the world for what 
is quite an intensive operation, but I am 
sure, with the help of our RBL Community 
Fundraising Officer for Oxfordshire, Jess 
Jenkins, he will make a great success of it. 
Somethings will change, particularly after 
the experiences of the past two years, 
and the fact that Wheatley has an 
increasingly older population. Perhaps 
with more people in future working from 
home they can surely give at least a 
couple of hours of their time to help their 
local community and those who have 
suffered to defend their freedom. 

Thank you for all the help and support so 
many have given to me over the past 
twenty years. 

 

If anyone would like a complete 
breakdown of the amounts raised, please 
contact me on rogertbell304@gmail.com 

Roger Bell 

Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser 

mailto:rogertbell304@gmail.com
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Lady Ottoline Morrell is a 

famous local figure. She lived 

with her husband Philip at 

Garsington Manor from 1915 to 

1928. She generously 

entertained a wide swathe of 

literary and artistic worthies, 

including D.H. Lawrence, Virginia 

Woolf, Gilbert Spencer, Mark 

Gertler and Aldous Huxley. One 

asks the question: how did they 

get there? Mostly via Wheatley, 

a station on the line from 

Princes Risborough to Oxford.  

Lawrence in a letter, for 

instance, mentions Wheatley 

Station. They were picked up by 

the Morrell carriage. 

 

Ottoline was an indefatigable photographer, and the National Portrait Gallery 

now owns some 4,000 of her photographs, gathered in sumptuous albums. It 

is a marvellous historical resource. One photograph, however, has not been 

completely identified. It shows her daughter Julian at a railway station in 

about 1920. It is obvious to anyone who knows what the station looked like 

before Beeching swept it away in 1963 that it is Wheatley Station. The Ladder 

Hill bridge can be seen in the background. It is a marvellously evocative 

document, showing the milk-churns, the period luggage, and a charming old-

fashioned gas light.  To the left is a steam-crane, which shows up in a number 

of photographs of the station.  There are many photographs of the station, 

but this must be one of the best. 

Previously unidentified photo of Wheatley Station  

Bernard Richards 
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News from The Trust 

With the surge in numbers infected with 
Covid, this has been a difficult time for the 
school, local clubs and competitive sport in 
general. We hope that use of the playing 
field and sport will return to normal as 
soon as possible. 

All users and spectators are reminded to 
park in the school 6th Form main car park 
and not outside the sports centre or on 
the school grass verges. Now the sports 
centre is operating full time, arrangements 
have been made for the car park to be 
kept open during their normal hours. 

There are three dates for events that will 
be taking place this summer on the playing 
field.  

Wheatley FC are organising a 5-a-side 
football tournament for age groups 
between U6 and U12 on 21st and 22nd 
May 

Wheatley Oaks are organising a Women’s 
Football Festival on Saturday 25th June 

including a football tournament, celebrity 
appearances, food and music. 

Finally the second Wheatley and Holton 
Play and Activity Day will be on Saturday 
16th July. 

Wheatley Playing Field Trust is delighted 
to support these events. 

Finally, the Trust would like to wish 
everyone a Happy New Year and please 
stay fit and healthy! 

If there is anyone in the community who is 
thinking about playing netball, football or 
rugby or just wants to improve their 
fitness, please contact the clubs directly or 
use the Trust contact details below. 

 

Do get in touch at: 

enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk 

www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk 

Paul Willmott | Chairman 

Wheatley Playing Field Trust 

mailto:enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
http://www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
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November saw us back in the Merry 
Bells for our second meeting since the 
lockdown. 

 

Our speaker was Ann Dawson, a 
gardener and very experienced flower 
arranger who is clearly passionate about 
her profession.  The title of her 
demonstration was “Flower Arranging 
using Supermarket Flowers”.   She began 
with a very simple idea for a table centre 
using a clear glass bowl with colourful 
plastic beads covering the base, this was 
then filled with water on which she 
floated roses and floating candles.  The 
effect when the candles were lit was 
magical.  Her next few arrangements 
were a bit more ambitious but still 
within the capabilities of a beginner.  
She gave us plenty of ideas for Christmas 
arrangements so hopefully some of our 
members were encouraged to have a go. 

 

Our Christmas celebrations were held in 
December but unfortunately, due to the 
upsurge in Covid cases, the turnout was 
lower than usual.  We welcomed the folk 
group “Pandemonium”   A very talented 
quartet who provided an evening off 
Christmas fun, singing and laughter, 
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone present 

 

Our stall at the Wheatley Christmas 
Fayre was very successful raising a 

substantial sum for our nominated 
charity. 

 

History snippets: 1922 

The Christmas party had been very 
successful and enjoyable.  The 
entertainment consisted of songs, 
recitals and piano playing.  A bit 
different to our own fun filled evening  
with “Pandemonium” .  However it was 
noted that the children present would 
rather have been playing games, but 
were nevertheless very well behaved. 

The speakers during February and March 
were very varied, but would not be very 
popular today, especially the talk by a 
member of the British Women’s 
Temperance League! 

At this time the Institute only had £2 in 
hand.  To raise funds a whist drive and 
dance, to be held during Easter Week 
was planned.       

 

If we are able to continue with our 
meetings our speaker in February will be 
Shelley Van Loen who will talk on 
chocolate making – with tastings!  
Booking will be required for this talk.  
Our A.G.M. is being held in March. 

Wheatley WI 
www.wheatleywi.com 

Stephanie Brooklyn 

https://www.wheatleywi.com/
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YOUR Wheatley Village Archive 

Our first contribution to 2022 must include a 
wish to all our friends in the village for a 
happy and healthy new year and we hope to 
see you in the archive room or at one of our 
talks planned for the year. The next one is on 
Monday, 14th February ay 8pm entitled 
“Early professional gardeners, including the 
founders of Waterperry”. It is open to 
everyone in the village. 

At the beginning of January, the census from 
1921 was made available online to the public 
in a limited way by FindMyPast.co.uk (FMP) 
who had undertaken this for the National 
Archives at no charge. 

Since the release, Wheatley Village Archive 
has explored this census to see what could 
be made available free to our community. It 
has grouped the 65 pages recording the 
1281 residents in six batches of pdfs on the 
archive website,  

www.wheatleyarchive.org.uk. They can be 
found by using the words “1921 census”, 
(the speech inverted commas must be used) 
in the search box. You can then select the 
appropriate pdf from the surname range 
shown against the file. You will only see the 
individual’s surname and first name(s), date 
and place of birth but unfortunately no 
details of relatives, occupations etc. 

The more-detailed information in this public 
document can only be accessed through 
FMP through a ‘census paywall’, so 
described in the national press with 
increasing furore by the archive community, 
as FMP need to recover their costs from the 
National Archive. 

This information can be obtained by paying 
FMP £2.50 per transcribed entry/person or 
£3.50 for a copy of the original. Wheatley 
Village Archive does not intend to do this for 

the entire population of working age in 
Wheatley as the outlay would be very 
considerable. Disappointing transcriber 
results have been cited in the press 
alongside the charge per entry.   

We already have an extremely 
comprehensive file on the 1911 census and 
know where everyone lived and details of 
their employment. We have already started 
a comparison between names in 1911 and 
1921 and it looks as though there was a 
massive change in population in the village, 
with many names disappearing and many 
others coming into the village. This was 
probably the inevitable result of the 
disruption caused by the war. 

Unfortunately, the 1931 census records for 
England and Wales were destroyed by fire in 
1942 and there was no census in 1941 
(although there was a National Register 
taken in 1939 for the purpose of identity 
cards issue). So, sadly there is a very big gap 
in census records and the absence of this 
public information being free for 1921 is the 
more regrettable. This census should be in 
the Oxford History Centre and county 
libraries later in the year but, possibly, only 
the files already on our website. 

 

Many thanks to the readers who collected 
school projects from the archives.  We still 
have those belonging to Conor Anand-Shaw, 
Lauren Hanks, Anna Clements and P. 
O’Sullivan. Please contact  

michael @wheatleyarchive.org.uk to arrange 
their collection. 

 

Do check out the website on 
www.wheatleyarchive.org.uk 
it’s always growing! Steph Cox 

https://www.wheatleyarchive.org.uk
mailto:michael%20@wheatleyarchive.org.uk
http://www.wheatleyarchive.org.uk
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Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 

 

It is free to join the library! 
 
To apply you will need the following: 
• The name of your local library 
• A memorable four-digit PIN (not starting with zero) 
• An email address 
 
Access https://libcat.oxfordshire.gov.uk/web/arena/join to complete your form. 
 
After applying online, please visit the library to collect your library card. You will 
need to provide some personal identification such as a driver’s licence, passport, or 
bank card. 
 
Please wait until you have collected your library card and permanent borrower 
number before using eBooks or Reference Online facilities.  
 
If you are housebound or have a reading impairment, please ask library staff for 
options that could help provide a better service for you. 
 
Anyone who lives in the United Kingdom is eligible to join Oxfordshire Libraries. It is 
free to join. If you are under 16 we will need the name and address of a parent, 
guardian or carer, and you must obtain your parent or guardian's permission to 
provide us with your details. By completing the form, you confirm that they have 
consented to us holding your details in accordance with the data policies below. 
 
Your card number gives you access to our whole range of digital resources, 
including: 
• eBooks 
• eAudio 
• eMagazines 
 
If you forget your PIN, you can reset it online and receive an automated reset link via 
email. 

Wendy Stanton | Library Manager 

https://libcat.oxfordshire.gov.uk/web/arena/join
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WHEATLEY CARE SCHEME 
Wheatley Care have a number of positions that we need help filling: 
 
SECRETARY 

• Take and distribute minutes for 1-2 hour meetings four times per 
year. 

• Communicate updates/requests to drivers and deal with all other 
correspondence. 

VOLUNTEER TEAM MEMBER 

• Help manage booking requests and driver allocations (c. 30 per 
month) 

• Requires good communication and scheduling skills 
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 

• Transport local residents to medical appointments 

• You will be reimbursed for your petrol costs 
 

If you feel you can help us with any of these positions, please contact: 

Kath Lamont—01865 876609 

FOREST HILL WITH SHOTOVER PARISH COUNCIL 
PARISH CLERK AND RESPONSIBLE FINANCE OFFICER – 8 HRS PER WEEK 

 

To carry out the administrative and clerical functions of the Parish Council and 
manage the Council’s accounts and financial records. 
 
Training is available on specific aspects of the role. 
 
The hours are flexible and mainly working from home with the need to attend an 
evening meeting approx. every 6 weeks. 
 
Candidates should have good organisational and communication skills (oral and 
written), be competent in IT including working with documents and 
spreadsheets and have experience with financial data.  
 
For further details and a job description or to arrange an informal chat please 
contact the current Clerk.   
 
email: theclerk@foresthillwithshotover-pc.org.uk or tel: 0844 884 3328 

mailto:theclerk@foresthillwithshotover-pc.org.uk
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TETSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL 
PARISH CLERK & RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER WANTED 

Seeking job flexibility?  Wanting to work from home? 
Tetsworth Parish Council is looking for a parish clerk to support its activities. 
The job is mainly home-based but includes at least 11 council meetings a year.  It is part-
time (14 hours a week) at a starting salary of £12.98/hr to £14.42/hr depending on 
experience with additional annual increments. Travel expenses are payable if you don’t 
live in Tetsworth. 
The job includes: 
• Supporting the council in carrying out its duties, and implementing its decisions. 
• Providing independent advice and support, including managing the Council's 

website. 
• Preparing the agenda for and taking minutes at council meetings. 
• Dealing with correspondence and enquiries from the public. 
• Managing the council’s finances and preparing its annual accounts. 
Previous experience in a similar role would be an advantage but not essential as training 
will be provided if needed. 
If you would like to apply for this post, please send a brief resumé by email to 
clerk@tetsworthparishcouncil.co.uk by 31st March 2022.  If you would like more 
information first or have any questions, contact Paul Carr at 
paul.tetsworthpc@gmail.com or on 07523 907741 or 07545 323317 

mailto:clerk@tetsworthparishcouncil.co.uk?subject=Re:%20Parish%20Clerk%20vacancy
mailto:paul.tetsworthpc@gmail.com
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Notices | Clubs | Events 

The Maple Tree 
Baby Massage 
(A 5-week course 

starting soon)
Tuesdays 

10:30am-12:00pm 
£50 Booking 

essential via email 
laura@mapletree.org.uk 

WHEATLEY CARE SCHEME 

For transport to hospital, 
surgeries etc. NOT to shops! 

For all residents of 
Wheatley, Littleworth & 

Holton 

TO BOOK, PLEASE PHONE 
AS SOON AS YOU HAVE 
YOUR APPOINTMENT 

07505 543750 Answerphone 

Use your Blue Badge if you 
have one 

HOLTON & 
WHEATLEY CRICKET 

CLUB 
 

New members, any 
ability, always 

welcome. 
 

Contact Hugh Kitchin 
01865 873305  

WHEATLEY LIBRARY 
Merry Bells upper level  

Return to regular 
hours 

Tue 14:00-19:00 
Wed 09:30-13:00 
Wed 14:00-17:00 
Thu 14:00-17:00 
Fri 09:30-13:00 
Fri 14:00-18:00 
Sat 09:30-13:00 

Wheatley VPA 
“Going for Gold” 
Dr. Steven Head 

Merry Bells 
Tue 8th February 

19:30 
wheatleyvpa@gmail.com 

ANNUAL 
PARISH 

MEETING 
Merry Bells 

19:30 
Mon 11th 
April 2022 

Save the Date 
Macmillan 

Mammoth Quiz 
2022 

Fri 25th February 
Either on Zoom or 

face-to-face 
Details to follow 

Sue Coombes 

Wheatley VPA 
“The Forgotten 
River Thame” 

John Tyler 
Merry Bells 

Tue 8th March 
19:30 

wheatleyvpa@gmail.com 

Wheatley Care 
Scheme 

Secretary needed 
for meetings four 

times per year 
Contact Kath 

Lamont 
01865 876609 

mailto:laura@mapletree.org.uk
mailto:wheatleyvpa@gmail.com
mailto:wheatleyvpa@gmail.com


Notices | Clubs | Events 

Wheatley 
Society AGM 

Merry Bells 
Thu 17th 

March 
19:45 for 20:00 

Wheatley 
Wine Circle 
New Club 

1st Thursday 
in Month 

19:30 

Brownies 
Back meeting 
outdoors only 

Girls aged 7 to 9 
Wednesdays 
17:30 - 19:00 
Contact Adele 

1stwheatleybrownies@gmail.com 

Guides 
Back meeting indoors 

Girls aged 10 to 14 
Wheatley URC 

Term-time 
Wednesdays 
19:00 - 20:30 

Contact Rachel 
wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk 

Rangers 
Back meeting indoors 

Girls aged 15 to 17 
Wheatley URC 

Term-time 
Wednesdays 
19:00 - 20:30 
Contact Clare 

wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk 

Wheatley Singers 
Meeting every Tuesday 
in the large and airy St. 

Mary’s Church. 
We’d love you to join 
us as we prepare for a 
revival performance in 

November. 
We sing; we have fun; 

we go to the pub. 

WHEATLEY VILLAGE 
ARCHIVE 

Thursdays 2pm-5pm 
Room 1 (upstairs) 

Merry Bells 
Last Saturday of each 

month 
10am-12 noon 

Have you been to find 
out about your village. 

Do come soon! 

Royal British 
Legion 

Open Meetings 
New Club 

Thu 17th Feb 
Thu 21st April 

12:00 

Age of Aquarius 
Concert 

Holton Village Hall 
Sat 12th March 
Info & tickets: 
01865 874542 

aquariustickets@ 
oxcontemprary 

opera.org  

mailto:1stwheatleybrownies@gmail.com
mailto:wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:aquariustickets@oxcontemporaryopera.org?subject=Age%20of%20Aquarius%20concert
mailto:aquariustickets@oxcontemporaryopera.org?subject=Age%20of%20Aquarius%20concert
mailto:aquariustickets@oxcontemporaryopera.org?subject=Age%20of%20Aquarius%20concert
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Day by Day 

MONDAY 

Wheatley Oaks FC | Holton Playing Fields | 19:00-20:00 | Women 30+ | hello@coachemma.co.uk 

Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | via Zoom | 08:50-09:40 | 01865 876288 | tomgoss09@gmail.com 

Not So Young Club | URC Hall | Fortnightly exc. B/H | 14:00-16:00 | albarjoiner@btinternet.com 

Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group | 10:00-12:00 & 19:00-21:00 | Exc. bank holidays 

Beaver Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | Term time 18:00-19:00 | 01865 874997 

Sweaty Mama (Mum & baby fitness) | Merry Bells | 09:45-11:00 | courtney.leonard@hotmail.co.uk 

Messy Mondays | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11:30 | bit.ly/mapletreeeb 

Wheatley Bridge Club | Holton Village Hall | 19:00 | 01865 874017 

Badminton Club | Park Sports Centre | 20:00-22:00 | 07769 827335 

Studio25 Dance Academy | Merry Bells | studio25danceoxford@gmail.com | 07808 209243 

• Junior Beginners | 16:00-17:00 | Age 7-9 

• Senior Beginners | 17:00-18:00 | Age 10+ 

 

 

 

TUESDAY 

Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-19:00 

Rugby Club Seniors Training | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | To book 07768 300314 

Wheatley Women’s Institute | Merry Bells | 3rd in month | 19:15 | 01865 558167 

Wheatley Singers | URC Hall | 19:15-21:00 | 01865 872250 | All welcome 

Wheatley Village Produce Association | Merry Bells | 2nd in month | 19:30 

Flow Fitness Pilates | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | info@flowfitness.org.uk 

Story and Rhyme Time | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11:30 | bit.ly/mapletreeeb 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome 

mailto:hello@coachemma.co.uk
mailto:tomgoss09@gmail.com
mailto:albarjoiner@btinternet.com
mailto:courtney.leonard@hotmail.co.uk
https://bit.ly/mapletreeeb
mailto:studio25danceoxford@gmail.com
mailto:info@flowfitness.org.uk
https://bit.ly/mapletreeeb
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Day by Day 

WEDNESDAY 

Maple Babies | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00 & 13:00, one hour each | bit.ly/mapletreeeb 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-17:00 

Pop-up Pilates | Merry Bells | 18:30 & 19:30, 1 hour | info@pop-up-pilates.com | 07731 321991 

Cub Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 18:45-20:15 | 01865 874284 | Boys & Girls Age 8-10½ 

Guides & Rangers | URC | Via Zoom | Term time 19:00-20:30 | Age 10+ | wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome 

Baby Music Group | URC | Via Zoom | 10:00 | Term time only | Rachel 07505 131124 

Gathering & Short Prayers | URC | Via Zoom | 10:30/18:00 alternating | minister@wheatleyurc.org.uk 

Football Fitness | Tiger’s Retreat, Garsington | 19:00-20:00 | yohannadam@yahoo.co.uk | Age 30+ 

St Mary’s Church | 01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 

• Holy Communion | 12:00 | Must pre-book 

 

 

THURSDAY 

Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | via Zoom | 08:50-09:40 | 01865 876288 | tomgoss09@gmail.com 

Wheatley Walks | Car park behind 6th Form Centre | 10:00-11:00 | 01865 873430 

Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-17:00 

Wheatley Wine Circle | New Club | 1st Thursday in month | 19:30 

Little Explorers | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11:30 | bit.ly/mapletreeeb 

Twinnies! | Stay & Play for twins | Maple Tree Centre | 14:00-15:30 | bit.ly/mapletreeeb 

Maple Tree at Forest Hill | Forest Hill Village Hall | 11:00-12:00 | laura@mapletree.org.uk 

Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | 14:00-17:00 | Appt only, to book 01865 425909 

Rugby Club Seniors | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | To book 07768 300314 

Explorer Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 14½-18 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome 

Pilates | Merry Bells | 09:45-10:45 

Yoga | Merry Bells | 19:30-20:30 

https://bit.ly/mapletreeeb
mailto:info@pop-up-pilates.com
mailto:wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:minister@wheatleyurc.org.uk
mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
mailto:tomgoss09@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/mapletreeeb
https://bit.ly/mapletreeeb
mailto:laura@mapletree.org.uk
mailto:peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
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Day by Day 

FRIDAY 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-18:00 

Horspath Hub Coffee Morning | 10:00-12:00 | 07591 933964 

Coffee Morning w/ Wheatley Primary Sch.| Maple Tree Centre | 08:45-09:45 | Drop-in 

Social Butterflies| Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11:30 | Drop-in 

Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Boys & girls age 10½-14 

St. Mary’s Bell Tower Practice | St. Mary’s Church | 19:30-21:00 | 01865 872250 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome 

Martial Arts | Primary School Hall | 07731 512682 | mrsfox@mattfiddes.com 

• Mighty Matts | 16:30-17:15 | Age 3-6 

• Junior/Family | 18:30-19:30 | Age 7+ 

 

SATURDAY 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 

Ballet Class | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 

Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | Last in month | 10:00-12:00 | Appt only 01865 425909 

Family Fun| Maple Tree Centre | 3rd Saturday in month | 10:00-11:30 | bit.ly/mapletreeeb 

Scrabble Club | Location varies | 1st in month | 19:30 | 01865 872628 

Our Lady of Lourdes RC Church | 01865 762433 | corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk 
• Vigil Mass | Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. | 18:00 
 

SUNDAY 

Wheatley Windmill Open | 2nd in month | May to October 

Wheatley Minis Football | Holton Rugby Club | 09:00-10:00 | Ages 4-7 | 07756 608744 

St Mary’s Church | 01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 

• Holy Communion | 08:00 
• Parish Praise | 1st Sunday in month | 10:00 
• Sung Eucharist | 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday in month | 10:00 
• Food Bank Sunday | 4th Sunday in month | 10:00 | Please bring a donation for the 

Food Bank 
United Reformed Church | 01865 876288 | secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk 
• Holy Communion | 1st & 3rd Sunday in month | 10:00 
• Food Bank Sunday | 1st Sunday in month| 10:00 
• Afternoon tea | 1st Sunday in month | 14:30-16:30 
Wheatley Community Church | office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org 
• Wheatley Primary School | 10:30 

mailto:mrsfox@mattfiddes.com
https://bit.ly/mapletreeeb
mailto:corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk
mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk
mailto:office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
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Over 25 Years Experience (Local) 

Weeding, Feeding, Mowing, Growing, 
Edging, Hedging and More 

 

ALL YEAR ROUND 
 

MARK | 07707 253491 

GARDENER 
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Hello from The Maple Tree! 

 

If you have recently had a baby or have 
young children at home, we have a 
place for your children to play and learn 
and for parents to meet new friends! 
Did you know that we are open every 
weekday? 

 

Monday: Messy Mondays at 10:00-
11:30am (drop in) 

 

Tuesday: Story and Rhyme Time at 
10:00-11:30am and Maple Babies at 
1:00-2:00pm 

 

Wednesday: Cruisers and Crawlers at 
10:30-11:30am and Maple Babies at 
1:00-2:00pm  

 

Thursday: Little Explorers at 10:00-
11:30am and Twinnies at 2:00-3:30pm 

 

Friday: Social Butterflies at 10:00-
11:30am (drop in) 

 

Family Fun at 10:00-11:30am 3rd 
Saturday in month  

 

Village Outreach: The Maple Tree at 
Forest Hill Village Hall on Thursdays 
from 11:00am-12:00pm (drop in) 

Our sessions are bookable through 
Eventbrite; bit.ly/mapletreeeb. There is 
a suggested donation of £2.50 per 
family per session.  

Ways to volunteer; would you like to 
enrich your own life by helping young 
families? 

We are in desperate need of volunteers 
during our sessions; DBS and training 
provided. All you need is a pair of 
hands, a willingness to get a bit messy, 
a couple of spare hours a week and a 
friendly smile! 

Or become a trustee – do you have 
extra time and experience in grant-
writing, accountancy, maintenance, 
fundraising, teaching or early years? We 
would love some extra help and have 
something for people with all sorts of 
life experience. 

Check out our Website and Facebook 
pages for our special events, our 
popular First Aid classes and helpful 
information! 

 

We are here to help young families , if 
you need help, advice or support: 

01865 236700 or 07849 466249 

info@mapletree.org.uk 

www.mapletree.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/
TheMapleTreeWheatley 

Session Bookings: bit.ly/mapletreeeb 

Laura Spencer | Centre Manager 

A Great Place to Grow 

https://bit.ly/mapletreeeb
mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
http://www.mapletree.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley
https://www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley
https://bit.ly/mapletreeeb


46 

I would like to provide local residents with polite advance notice of some 
forthcoming changes to our site security. Contrary to some beliefs, no public right 
of way exists across our school site. I am aware that a small number of local 
residents occasionally take a shortcut across our site between Wheatley and 
Holton. While this may be convenient, I am afraid that there is no way we can 
permit this during the school day if we are to effectively safeguard our young 
people. Neither can we permit this out of school hours unfortunately due to our 
safeguarding responsibilities for the many staff and students who use our site 
beyond school hours. In addition, dog fouling, littering and vandalism have 
become a very real concern. 

To further discourage inappropriate site access, we will be closing off the cut 
through to Holton village (which actually passes through the private property of a 
local landowner) at the northern site edge, and introducing further security 
measures on the Wheatley side of the site. I hope local residents will understand 
that we are not setting out to deliberately inconvenience them, but taking action 
in the best interests of our students and school community.  

We continue to welcome members of the local community on to our site under 
the following circumstances:  

• Parents/carers and family members dropping off or collecting our students 
from the top car park 

• Parents/carers and family members of our students visiting on school 
business, who will always need to sign in at our main reception 

• Visiting professionals and other visitors on school business by pre-
arrangement, who will always need to sign in at our main reception 

• Users of the Park Sports Centre, whose purpose for passing through our site 
may be checked politely by our staff during the school day 

• Members of the public participating in activities run by organisations who 
have officially hired out our facilities such as the local Slimming World 
group 

If you would like to discuss any of the matters above with me, please do get in 
touch. Contact details are available on our school website.  

Thank you for your understanding. We look forward to continuing to serve the 
young people from within the Wheatley, Holton and surrounding areas as best we 
can.  

Tim Martin | Headteacher  

Site Access            Wheatley Park School 
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Our school mission statement is “to 

be an inclusive school at the heart of 

our community where everyone can 

thrive, growing into their best self, 

inspired to make a difference”.  Over 

the past two months we have been 

involved in many community 

initiatives that we’d like to share 

with you. 

 

Traffic 

We are working closely with the 

Parish Council and some Littleworth 

Rd residents to try to resolve traffic 

issues caused by school run parking. 

These have been exacerbated by the 

closure of the school car park, which 

is currently necessary due to Covid 

as we are using multiple school 

entrances to keep class bubbles 

separate, resulting in many children 

walking through the car park to 

access the school. 

 

Playing Fields 

In partnership with the parish council 

and ODST we are working to set up a 

trust which will oversee the 

management of the playing fields for 

school and community use. ODST has 

also paid for sturdy metal fencing to 

secure the field against further illegal 

entry. 

 

Support for vulnerable families 

We were delighted to work with the 

Howe Trust this Christmas as they 

generously donated the funds to 

purchase a full Christmas dinner for 

many families in need linked to our 

school. 

 

Music and art 

Playing to our strengths we have 

participated in several local musical 

initiatives this Christmas e.g. Radio 

Oxford’s ‘Carols on the Doorstep’ 

and Oxford University Musical 

Society’s musical Advent Calendar.  

We were also proud to contribute a 

window (17th Dec) for the Wheatley 

Advent Windows project, where our 

Y1/2 children covered their 

classroom window with Christmas 

angels. 

On Mission           Wheatley CE Primary School 

Anneka Fisher & Gill Standing 
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Church News 

A Pilgrim Church 

In the Guardian recently, 
Rowan Williams, former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
drew attention to global 
inequalities and warned that 
the world feels more fragile 
than we had been led to 
assume.   He was referring, 
of course, to climate change 
and its turbulent impact of 
higher temperatures, 
flooding and wild-fires, and 
the pandemic and its sudden 
challenge to life in all corners 
of the globe. We all feel 
more vulnerable; the more 
secure and prosperous 
members of the human race 
“are less different from their 
fellow-human beings than 
they find comfortable.”  

 

Pope Francis has led the 
world in urging that we 
respond to the cry of the 
earth and the cry of the poor 
– and throughout the global 
church, he has initiated a 
listening exercise designed 
to hear the concerns of the 
people of God, in order to 
discern how the Church can 
best prepare itself not so 
much for an era of change 
but for a change of era. 

 

Parishioners of Our Lady 
Lourdes in Wheatley have 
been invited to participate in 
that world-wide exercise, 
known as the Synodal 

Pathway, which begins at 
parish level, works through 
to Diocesan synthesis and 
then to continental level 
before concluding in a Synod 
of Bishops in Rome in 2023. 
This is a moment, Pope 
Francis has said, to dream 
big, to rethink our priorities, 
“what we want, what we 
value and what we seek,” 
through a respectful, mutual 
listening, free of ideology 
and predetermined agendas.  
It is an approach echoed by 
Rowan Williams’s call to 
“forget the phoney war 
between faith and science…  
We act effectively not just 
when we find a language in 
common to identify 
problems, but when we 
recognise that those who 
share these challenges are 
profoundly like us.” 

 

Pope Francis refers to the 
synodal process as “a time of 
reckoning” in which the 
Church is a pilgrim, going out 
to encounter others, 
listening to their voices and 
discerning, prayerfully and in 
truth, where the Spirit 
wishes to guide her.  It is a 
time of real opportunity for 
the mission of the Church.  

 

Watch this space! 

Our Lady of Lourdes 
01865 762433 | corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk 

John Guy 

 From the Vicar 

And so we find ourselves 
striding through another 
year, with hopes of an end 
to the pandemic in our 
hearts, but fears that we 
may have a way to go yet. In 
all the long months that 
covid has stalked the world 
we have shown ourselves to 
be truly resilient and 
adaptable, taking on new 
ways and new ideas which 
have transformed the way 
we live. Like generations 
before us who bore the 
weight of collective trauma 
we have a hard path to 
tread back to living life 
normally, and much that we 
thought would be with us 
forever may have gone for 
good. 

Stepping into such unknown 
territory can be very 
challenging and frightening, 
and if it weren’t for the fact 
that we’ve already 
weathered some terrible 
storms, we might feel that 
we are not equal to the task 
ahead of us. But we have 
proved ourselves to be 
resilient and resourceful 
beyond our imaginings, and 
so we can step ahead with 
real hope and real 

St Mary’s Church 
01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com

mailto:corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk
mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
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Church News 

 

Revd Nigel Hawkes 

confidence. 

The Church’s season of Lent 
(40 days of preparation for 
the Easter festival) begins, 
this year, on 2nd March. 
Lent is traditionally a time 
for reflection and penance, 
a time when some give up 
nice things for a time as a 
mark of their desire to free 
themselves from worldly 
dependence. Other folk take 
on something for Lent, 
something sacrificial and 
beneficial to others. 
Whatever you do, this Lent 
is an opportunity for us to 
reflect on what has passed 
and prepare ourselves for 
the future. 

Jesus was never one to 
dwell on the past, but 
always set his face to what 
lay ahead of him, be it pain 
or joy, and always with hope 
in his heavenly Father’s 
loving purposes. This time of 
year, with new growth 
beginning, helps us to look 
ahead with hope, and I pray 
that in this spirit of 
expectation we might all 
find ways of joining in that 
new life for the good of our 
community, and the whole 
world. 

vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 

News from URC 

 
Memory Cafe: In March 2020 we held our first ‘Memory 
Cafe’ in the URC hall. People living with dementia, their 
carers and some volunteers gathered for coffee, biscuits 
and conversation followed by various activities; painting, 
jigsaws, games, and a wonderful half hour of music and 
singing together. Dementia cafés offer people with 
memory problems and their carers the chance to 
socialize, share their experience of dementia and 
exchange information.  They encourage everyone to 
keep active, make new friends and feel more confident. 
We hope to start our free memory cafe again on 10th 
March from 10.00 to 12.30 if it is safe to do so and on 
the second Thursday of each month following. If you are 
interested on behalf of a member of your family or a 
friend, please contact Laurence Devlin on 07713 158813.  
 
Falcon School - Harare Zimbabwe: During 2020 
lockdown our ‘Care for the World’ team set up a 
partnership with the Falcon School near Harare, 
Zimbabwe, our aim, to provide support and raise funds, 
for the further development of school buildings, 
facilities, teaching supplies, uniforms and specific items 
for disadvantaged children in the local farming area. 
Together with funding from other groups, there are now 
2 classrooms and an emerging staff accommodation 
building. It was wonderful to see videos of these and 
hear from staff and pupils when the Reverend Wilbert 
Sayimani (founder of the Falcon project) made his very 
first visit to Wheatley in early January, taking part in our 
church Wilbert was off to Harare the following week 
taking photos for the children of our own church 
community in Wheatley. If you would like to find out 
more and support this project too, please contact Rob 
Holdaway on rob.holdaway@btinternet.com. 

Bobby Stormont 

Wheatley United Reformed Church 
01865 876288 | secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk 

mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
mailto:rob.holdaway@btinternet.com
mailto:secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk
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Church News 

Thank You, and Onward 

Thanks to everyone who joined us for our carols on the Rec – it was lovely to sing outside by 
candlelight (and glow-stick!) and we look forward to that becoming a regular fixture in future 
years. 

Throughout the year, our women’s group run breakfasts at the Merry Bells, looking at topics 
ranging from world events to the ups and downs of daily life through a lens of faith. For our 
February event, the topic is “Eat chocolate, for tomorrow we may evacuate”, with guest 
speaker Emma Dipper talking about her time in Taliban-occupied Afghanistan and 
commenting on the current situation in that nation. All are welcome at the Merry Bells, Feb 
12th at 9am – please book in ahead of time via our website:  

https://wheatleycommunitychurch.org/events.  Al McNicoll | Pastor 

Wheatley Community Church 
office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org 

Holton Players  

Present: MACBETH 

At St Mary’s Church, Wheatley 

17th-19th March at 7.30 pm 

A noble soldier, an ambitious wife, prophecies of kingship – murder and revenge. 

Shakespeare’s most thrilling and bloodiest play, Macbeth, takes to the stage in early spring. It 

is a tale of magic, murder, guilt, darkness, good and evil. 

Returning from battle, the Scottish general encounters three strange women, who promise 

him great success and honour. But there is a catch that involves dark deeds and desperate 

remedies. 

Staged in modern dress, Macbeth is directed by Peter Fanning, with Ges Foster as the 

Scottish lord. The production is a must for anyone who enjoys live theatre. 

St Mary’s Church has seen a number of plays produced in the past few years – from Joseph 

and His Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat, Godspell and A Christmas Carol to Rosencrantz 

and Guildenstern are Dead. This exciting, cut down version is jointly staged by Holton Players 

and St Mary’s Church. 

Tickets will be available from 1st February at www.holtonplayers.org – Tel. 01865 873737 

https://wheatleycommunitychurch.org/events
mailto:office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
http://www.holtonplayers.org
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At last, and after a lengthy wait, we have good news. The long awaited ‘Faculty’ has come. 
We now have permission to put our plans for the refurbishment of St Mary’s Church into 
action. 

Replacement of pews, underfloor heating, improving the lighting, creating a kitchen, better 
toilets and a meeting room – all these can go ahead. The only reservation is for further 
consultation with the Diocese over the floor of the Nave. But these are details which the next 
few months will clarify. Colleagues have already started working on these issues. 

Meanwhile, we are going ahead and applying for grants to a number of funders. With cash in 
hand and promises made, Core Funding stands at a little over £370,000. Our initial goal of 
£623,000 still seems somewhere off, not least since costs will no doubt have increased since 
the Pandemic. 

So, in January, we plan to redouble our efforts for local funding. With good luck and following 
wind, building might begin during the autumn of 2022. But there is plenty of road to travel. 
All the same, we can happily say that with the permission to build behind us, we have 
reached the end of the beginning. 

For more information about the Revival Project and ways to support it, visit to our website: 
www.revivalatstmarys.org. 

 

Church Pews Available: 

Prior to building work, some long and short pews, which date from the Victorian age are now 
available from St Mary’s Church. Lengths are up to 3.56 metres. Offers and donations 
welcome. Contact: jipfanning@gmail.com 

The Revival Team 

http://www.revivalatstmarys.org
mailto:jipfanning@gmail.com
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Projects 

Winter is bare root season, and an ideal time 
to plant new trees and hedging. In late 
November we took delivery of our free trees 
from the Woodland Trust, and on Saturday 
4th December our team of volunteers 
planted the 100 native tree saplings in 
groups in the middle of the Howe. The 
saplings are a mixture of oak, wild cherry, 
rowan, grey willow and silver birch and while 
small at the moment should quickly establish 
themselves and become a valuable habitat 
for wildlife. 

Volunteers 

Would you like to get involved on the Howe? 
If so we'd love to hear from you - no 
experience necessary. We are a friendly 
organisation and have regular sessions - 
clearing weeds such as ragwort, repairing 
fencing and planting saplings. 

Supporting the Community 

The festive season can be a challenging time 
for those on lower incomes. Our Christmas 
Hamper initiative provides support for 
families with children at Wheatley Primary, 
Wheatley Park and John Watson schools 
who are eligible for free school meals, and is 
now in its 2nd year. This December we were 
able to support approximately 100 local 
families across the schools. The scheme is 
funded by The Howe Trust, in conjunction 
with a number of local benefactors. We 
would like to thank those villagers whose 
generosity have made this possible, as well 
as Linda Blackmore from Asda Wheatley and 
the Asda Foundation who gave us a £500 
grant towards the cost of the initiative.  

Committee News 

After 13 successful years at the helm, 
Malcolm Benson handed over the role chair 
of the Howe Trust in November. As an 
experienced and valued committee member 
Malcolm will continue to be involved - but 
the committee would like to take this 
opportunity to thank him for his hard work 
and commitment over the years. 

Allotments 

With Spring on the horizon you may be 
interested in an allotment. There are a 
variety of plots to suit different needs and 
abilities. For more information and details of 
availability please contact the secretary. 

 

Maggie Fyffe 

Chair, Howe Trust 

magsandmat@yahoo.co.uk | 07889 639986 

 

E Morgan-Jones 

Secretary, Allotment Association 

01865 874413 

Maggie Fyffe 

mailto:magsandmat@yahoo.co.uk
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Wheatley Village Produce Association 

Words from The VPA 

Nature is emerging and so must we! 

February 

Time to get started on seed beds and 

sowing under cover. Set early 

potatoes to chit (sprout) and protect 

tender top fruits from frost or from 

birds. 

Divide and plant snowdrops. Cut back 

wisteria to two buds and prune 

hedges. Conservatory plants will also 

benefit from pruning this month. Tidy 

up ornamental grasses by cutting back 

deciduous varieties, combing dead 

grass from evergreen ones. Winter-

flowering shrubs can also be cut back. 

March 

Yet more cutting back! Tackle roses, 

dogwoods and willows. Plant those 

early potatoes, onions and summer-

flowering bulbs. Lift, divide and 

replant overgrown perennials every 3-

5 years. If your lawn is dry enough 

(and not frosty), mowing can be 

restarted. The weeds will be on the 

move in the borders, so hoe them off! 

Feeling competitive? On 8 February 

Dr Steven Head will be talking about 

Going for Gold at the RHS Chelsea 

Flower Show. On 8 March we will 

welcome Wheatley Society members 

to hear John Tyler telling us all about 

The Forgotten River Thame – from 

Source to Mouth, Stone Age to Today.  

A coach trip to RHS Wisley is planned 

for May so, if interested, please make 

sure to get your name down – details 

to be announced. Most places for the 

June holiday to Devon are taken but 

please speak to Joyce at a meeting to 

be put on the waiting list as 

cancellations do happen. Also, get put 

on the list for the 2023 holiday if 

interested! 

 

Send any queries about the VPA or 

questions about gardening to 

wheatleyVPA@gmail.com and we will 

do our best to help. 

Geraldine Surman 

mailto:wheatleyVPA@gmail.com
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Firstly, a big ‘Thank You’ to all who came in early December with food and toys for refugees 
and asylum seekers in Oxfordshire. 15 large boxes of food and 4 of toiletries were delivered 
to Asylum Welcome, very greatly appreciated, along with the many toys, crayons, and books 
for Afghan children in hotels in Oxfordshire. This support really can’t be overstated. 

We were also able to pass some toys for older children to other charities. 

We will continue collecting, with our next event on Saturday morning 19th February 10am -
12 pm, at the URC hall on Crown Square.  

We’ll again be collecting clothes/bedding /toiletries for Global Aid Network (GaiN) for Serbia 
and Bosnia, and food and toys for Asylum Welcome for distribution locally. 

We will publicise more precisely what is wanted nearer the time, - largely unchanged - but 

 

Wheatley Refugee Support Group 

Poppy Wall 2022 

We need help with discovering the names of those 

who took part in the Second World War so that we 

can label next year’s poppies. I feel that this could be 

anyone leaving from the village to take part in the 

war. 

There is no official list for the Second World War, so 

the search is more difficult than for the First World 

war. We need help from people in the village. 

I have the names from the war memorial, so it is 

those who survived that we need. 

We can then start labelling the poppies. I feel that 

there could be many females in this group. 

There are about 50 poppies already so thank you to 

those who have given. We need at least 500, so 

please get the needles and crochet hooks twinkling. 

 

 

Cynthia Mancey | cynthia.mancey@outlook.com | 01865 873140 

mailto:cynthia.mancey@outlook.com
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ASDA Wheatley Community Update 

Our fundraising for Children In Need took 
place in November with £379.55 raised by 
a tombola in store and from our coin 
collection buckets.  In addition, Pudsey 
Bear visited a Beavers group in 
Oxfordshire, which raised an additional 
£80. 

At the end of November, we supported 
Wheatley Christmas Fair, setting up a 
craft table in the Merry Bells for children 
to make and take away their handcrafts.   
It was so well supported by the village, 
and we were thrilled to be part of such a 
large community event.  

I would like to thank the children who 
attended wrap around care at Garsington 
Primary School for their Christmas card 
designs, which were then sent to 
residents of the Triangle Care home in 
Wheatley to help spread some festive 
cheer.   

As part of a nationwide initiative, we have 
donated 160,000 PPE aprons to care 

homes across the UK of which 400 were 
given to an Oxfordshire care home.   

Our recent Digital Green Token vote 
ended with Wheatley Primary School PTA 
being the winning group of £500.  
Runners up for this voting period were 
Garsington Primary School PTA, and 
Watlington Primary School PTA.  Please 
get in contact for a nomination form. 

A number of Oxfordshire Charites have 
been successful in their grant applications 
to ASDA's Bring Communities Back 
Together Grant, with the Howe Trust 
(based in Wheatley) being awarded £500 
which has contributed to their Christmas 
hampers for families.  In total, we are 
ASDA Wheatley gave 25 grants locally 
during 2021, totalling over £10,000. 

If you wish to get in contact with me, 
please use email in first instance: 
community_wheatley@asda.co.uk. 

I hope to see you in the community soon. 

Linda Blackmore 

GaiN especially need men’s clothes as they tend to receive more women’s. All should be in 
good condition and washed, or new ((underwear/socks new only, with tags.) 

As before, no Duvets please. 

There will be a special shipment in March to Lesvos (Greece) of Nappies (sizes 4-5 especially). 

Finally, on Tuesday evening 29th March from7pm, at the Merry Bells, we’ve invited 
Sanctuary Hosting to talk about how they arrange and support the short-term 
accommodating of asylum seekers in people’s homes, and about the difficulties of claiming 
asylum and the appeals system. Again, details will be publicised nearer the time. You can 
contact us on wheatleyrefugeegroup@gmail.com. 

Nick Vernede 

mailto:community_wheatley@asda.co.uk
mailto:wheatleyrefugeegroup@gmail.com
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SODC Waste Collections — February & March 2022 

 Collection day is Monday unless * (B. Hol)  Which bins and other items? 

 Feb 7th & 21st | Mar 7th & 21st  Green, brown, food & oil waste, textiles 

 Feb 14th & 28th | Mar 14th & 28th  Grey, food & oil waste, small electricals 

Morland House Surgery 

Omicron/COVID-19 and Flu Vaccination Programme Update   

The NHS in Oxfordshire and across the country is continuing to vaccinate against COVID-19. 

We are vaccinating as follows: 

1st and 2nd doses for people aged 12 years and over 

3rd doses for people with a severely weakened immune system aged 18 years and over 

Boosters for people aged 18 years and over 

Boosters for people aged 16 and 17 years who are at high risk from COVID-19 or frontline health 
and social care workers 

Please contact the reception team on 01865 872448 to book an appointment. You may also book a 
vaccine at a mass vaccination centre via the NHS National Booking System  https://cutt.ly/HIuGvBo 

  

There is a growing problem of no shows or very late cancellations for vaccine appointments. This 
leads either to vaccines having to be destroyed (at £20 each) or involves additional planning to 
minimise wastage – time which could be spent on other patient care roles.  

 

Flu Vaccine 

If you are aged 65 or over and you have not yet had your flu vaccine, you may still have yours at 
Wheatley Pharmacy. Contact them on 01865 874047 to book yours. 

 

Self-Referral for Age Related Hearing Loss Services 

Patients aged 55 or over are now able to refer themselves to the age-related hearing loss service 
without the need for a GP referral. If you are aged 55 or over and are experiencing hearing and 
communication difficulties and feel you might benefit from a hearing assessment and rehabilitation 
including the option of trying hearing aids. Please ask our reception team for an audiology self-
referral form or visit our website where you can download the form yourself. Details of the 
providers available are included within the form. 

 

Visit Morland House Website: 

For up-to-date information about our services, including opening hours, please visit 

www.morland-house.co.uk. 
Morland House PPG 

https://cutt.ly/HIuGvBo
http://www.morland-house.co.uk
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Local Governance:     

Oxfordshire County Council | 01865 792422 | oxfordshire.gov.uk 

County Councillor Tim Bearder | 07789 754727  | tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

District Councillor Alexandrine Kantor | 07581 745221 | alexandrine.kantor@southoxon.gov.uk 

South Oxfordshire DC | 01235 422422 | southoxon.gov.uk 

Planning Applications | 01235 422600 | planning@southoxon.gov.uk 

Wheatley Parish Council | 01865 875615 | clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Local information:     

Wheatley Post Office | 0845 722 3344 | Open Mon-Fri 09:00-17:30, Sat 09:00-13:00 

The Maple Tree (Children's Centre) | 01865 236700 | laura@mapletree.org.uk  

The Merry Bells Village Hall | 01865 872073 | merrybells.org.uk 

Howe Trust Allotment Assoc. | Secretary | Taff Morgan-Jones | 01865 874413 

Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 | wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Wheatley Park Sports Centre | 01865 872128 | better.org.uk/venues/park 

Wheatley Park School | 01865 872441 | wheatleypark.org 

Wheatley Primary School | 01865 872366 | wheatley.oxon.sch.uk 

Services:     

Police non-emergency | 101 | www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire | 03444 111 444 | caox.org.uk 

To report potholes, fly-tipping, broken paving, vandalism, etc. | fixmystreet.com 

OCC Family Information Service | 08452 262636 | fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

OCC Highways | 0845 310 1111 | highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Missed Bin Collection | 03000 610610 | admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk 

Bulky Household Waste Collection | 01235 422406 | waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk 

Housing | 01235 422422 | housing@southandvale.gov.uk 

GP Surgery, Morland House | 01865 872448 | morland-house.co.uk 

NHS Out of Hours Service | 111 | 111.nhs.uk 

Gas Emergency | 0800 111 999 | nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies 

National Power Cut Helpline | 105 | ssen.co.uk 

Burst pipe or leak | 0800 714 614 | thameswater.co.uk 

Floodline | 0345 988 1188 | gov.uk/check-flood-risk 

Transport:     

Oxfordshire Comet | 01865 323201 | oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet 

Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to hospital or GP surgery) | 07505 543750 

Arriva (280) Bus | 0344 800 4411 | arrivabus.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London) | 01865 785400 | brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk 

National Rail Enquiries | 03457 484950 | nationalrail.co.uk 

Key Contacts 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:alexandrine.kantor@southoxon.gov.uk
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/
mailto:planning@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:laura@mapletree.org.uk
http://merrybells.org.uk/
mailto:wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/south-oxfordshire/park
https://www.wheatleypark.org/
http://www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk/
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
https://www.caox.org.uk/
https://www.fixmystreet.com/
mailto:fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
mailto:waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:housing@southandvale.gov.uk
http://www.morland-house.co.uk/
https://111.nhs.uk/
https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies
https://www.ssen.co.uk/Home/
https://www.thameswater.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/public-transport/accessible-transport/bookable-transport
https://www.arrivabus.co.uk/
https://brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk/
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
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Year five of the Wheatley Christmas Fair was more important than ever, and it didn’t 
disappoint. Over 30 stalls of independent small businesses provided craft and gift items to 
buy, as well as festive food and drinks on offer. The new starting time of 2pm worked well 
by allowing a longer period for visitors to browse what was on offer. The return of Santa’s 
Grotto, delivered by Wheatley Fire Brigade, was also busier than ever. 
The community once again showed their support and I think everyone was glad of some 
normality in the challenging times we have been facing. The weather though cold, was dry 
and gave the Christmas feel in preparation for the month ahead. 
 

SAVE THE DATE: FRIDAY 25TH NOVEMBER 2022 
 

We would like to give special thanks to: 

• That Event Company for lighting. 

• Howe Trust (Wheatley), Wheatley Parish Council and Wheatley Society for 
assistance in funding the event. 

• Gorman Surfacing and Oxford Direct Services for traffic management solutions. 

• The Merry Bells for the use of the village hall. 

 

Follow us on Facebook - Wheatley Christmas Fair 


