
1 

AUGUST | SEPTEMBER | 2022 

WHEATLEY NEWS 
Published by Wheatley Parish Council 

Celebrating Volunteers - Pages 7 & 8 
Fruit Picking is Back! - Page 27 
Help the Howe Trust - Page 70 

Kiln Lane | Caroline Dalton 



2 

Meetings & Dates 

WHEATLEY 
NEWS 

Publisher 
Wheatley Parish Council 
The Parish Office 
The Merry Bells 
89 High Street 
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clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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Distributor 
This newsletter is kindly 
distributed to all addresses in 
Wheatley and Holton by a team 
of volunteers, organised by the 
Parish Office. 
 
 
 

Disclaimer 
The views expressed in the 
Newsletter are not necessarily 
those of the Parish Council or 
the Editor, and no liability can 
be accepted for any errors or 
omissions, although we will 
publish corrections where 
necessary. 

Contributions 

The Wheatley Newsletter 
welcomes contributions 
and adverts from everyone 
in the two parishes and 
from businesses and 
organisations serving 
Wheatley and District. 
News and reports from 
village organisations are 
particularly welcome but 
contentious issues or 
articles promoting personal 
causes should be avoided. 

Submissions should be 

made by 15th September 
for the next issue. 

The Editor reserves the 
right not to print items and 
to edit items submitted for 
publication.  

Head to bit.ly/wnl-info for 
further details and to 
download a booking form. 

Parish Council 

Merry Bells, 19:30 

No meeting Aug 

5th September 

Planning Cmte. 

Merry Bells, 19:30 

10th August 

14th September 

Finance Cmte. 

Merry Bells, 19:30 

No meeting Aug/Sep 

Open Spaces Cmte. 

Merry Bells, 19:30 

19th September 

District Cllr Surgery 

Parish Office 10:30 

13th August 

10th September 

The family of Ken Watts would like to thank everyone who either sent 
their condolences, attended the funeral service and/or made donations to 
the air ambulance in his memory. 

Your support was very much appreciated. 

Charlotte Watts 

Parish Surgery 

Parish Office 

09:30 - 11:30 

Every Wed & Sat 

mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://bit.ly/wnl-info
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There are a couple of things that I would 
like to highlight to you that will be 
happening in the autumn. 

Firstly, Wheatley Big Green Litter Pick is 
happening on the 1st-2nd October. This 
is where Councillors and volunteers take 
to the streets and clean their local 
areas. Litter is a blight that affects all of 
us, and detracts from our village, the 
more people that get involved the 
better it will be. Please contact the Clerk 
if you wish to volunteer. 

Secondly, many people have worked 
really hard for their community when 
things have been really tough, and as 
part of WPC anniversary year we would 
like to introduce the annual Volunteer 
Recognition Awards. There will be 5 
categories for all ages and levels of 
contribution. We encourage as many 
people as possible to nominate those 
who have really come through for them.  
We hope to have a presentation 
evening, held locally so we can 

celebrate the great work done in our 
village. More details will be available 
soon on our website, parish office and 
Facebook. 

I will add that it has been an extremely 
busy time in the parish, and we are all 
now taking a break from meetings until 
our next parish council meeting in 
September. 

Thank you to the volunteers behind the 
Community Larder, which is doing very 
well, thank you to the host families of 
our Ukrainian visitors who are settling 
in, and the village square has now 
completed its face-lift. 

Finally, at our last meeting four  
candidates came forward to be co-
opted onto the council and I am pleased 
to welcome James Heath as a new 
councillor. James lives in the High Street 
and will bring some skills to the council 
that we don’t currently have. 

Chair’s Column 

Alison Sercombe 

Annual Wheatley Litter Pick 
 

As part of the Big Green Week, Wheatley Parish Council will be organising the 

annual Litter Pick and village clean on Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd October 2022. 

The village has been zoned, and councillors will be leading on sessions in each zone, 

but we will need extra pairs of hands to help out. 

If you are available and interested, please register: 

clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk or call 01865 875615 

Litter pickers and bags will be available. 

mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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What a mix the last two months have been. 

It was a pleasure to be involved in some of 
the village’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations. 
The Cuppa, Cake and Chat was our most 
popular yet and we were able to welcome 
many of our Ukrainian guests too. The 
weather did not deter many of you who 
joined us for the Jubilee Community Picnic. 
It was a lovely afternoon, enjoyed by the 
young and young at heart. 

The sun did come out in force for the 
second Play & Activity Day on 16th July. 
Working with Oxfordshire Play Association 
the event offered lots of free activities for 
everyone, to enjoy.   

A special thanks to all the village groups 
who got involved in these events. 

Thank you to everyone who responded to 
the recent High St parking consultation, and 
who attended our July meeting. There is 
more information about the outcomes in 
the newsletter. Comments received about 
other traffic issues and other suggestions 
will be referred to either the Traffic Working 

Group or Open Spaces, for further 
investigation. 

It has been a shame that both staff and 
councillors have recently experienced 
unwelcomed behaviour from a small 
minority of residents. I would remind 
everyone that parish staff and councillors 
have the right to be treated with dignity and 
respect. Threatening or aggressive 
behaviour will not be tolerated.  

Ending on a positive note the parish council 
appreciate the hard work and dedication 
given by the many, many volunteers within 
Wheatley, who selflessly support and 
improve the lives of others.      
To acknowledge this we are seeking 
nominations, from the community, for 
volunteers who Is a young volunteer, an 
unsung hero, has been a long-standing 
volunteer, supporter of village green spaces, 
or a ‘neighbour of the year’. 

For more information and a nomination 
form, please visit pages 7 and 8, or visit 
www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk  

Clerk’s Column 

Play and Activity Day 

The sun truly did shine on the village for the second 
Wheatley & Holton Play & Activity Day on 16th July. 

Thank you to all the local groups who got involved and to 
the hundreds of you who came along. It was a fabulous 
day of fun. 

Welcomed refreshments were supplied by Wheatley WI 
and local and district Scout groups, all raising much 
needed funds.  
The event was delivered by Oxfordshire Play Association and Wheatley Parish Council, with 
grants from Wheatley and Holton Parish Councils, SODC, Grant and Stone, and Asda 
Foundation, enabling a host of free activities and inspiration and ideas for low-cost ways to 
play together. Thanks also go to Wheatley Playing Field Trust for the use 
of the playing fields. Michelle Legg 

https://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Parish Council Profiles 

Toby Newman 

Having been born in Wheatley, attended both the schools, and 

lived here along with my family for most of my life, I’m 

passionate about our village and its community. I live in Old 

Road, in the house my parents restored and where I spent 

most of my childhood. I’m a keen cyclist so living at the top of 

a hill isn’t always ideal. 

In 2015 I was lucky enough to be elected as both a Parish and 

District Councillor, and enjoyed being able to make a huge difference to the quality of life of 

local people and how local issues are dealt with. I’m no longer a District Councillor but have 

continued to enjoy my role as Parish Councillor and hope to carry on in the future. 

My two key focus areas are 1) Providing a park to the village where all ages can enjoy a 

large area for outdoor recreation, and 2) Introducing a Youth Council to Wheatley. 

The purpose of this Youth Council will be to support and encourage the active engagement 

of young people in decision making within the village. They will represent the views and 

opinions of their generation whilst influencing and inspiring change. They will work 

alongside Wheatley Parish Council in making the village a better place.   

I’m currently the Vice Chairman of the Council, and serve on the Planning Committee, the 

Finance Committee, Open Spaces Committee, and the Holton Pavilion Working Group. 

Outside of the council I’m a member of the Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan Committee and 

I’m also a Trustee for the Wheatley Windmill Preservation Society. 

Richard Street 

I am proud to be a second-generation Councillor. My mother, 

Dr Helen Street, was a member of the Council in the 1970s 

and it is a source of great satisfaction for me to continue her 

work helping make Wheatley the attractive, active and 

compassionate community in which we all live. My wife Sue 

and I are both retired, she after a career in Government and I 

having worked in the print trade, manufacturing and selling 

Banknotes, then as a diplomat, a teacher and most recently in 

the charity world as head of the Prince’s Youth Business Trust (now the Prince’s Trust). 

Much of my career has involved travelling including living in Argentina and Colombia and it 

is a relief to be able to settle down at last, enjoy my various interests and make a small 

contribution to life in the village as Chair of the Finance Committee. 
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On the 4th July the council met for 
our monthly meeting. All parish 
council meetings are available to the 
public (although not a public 
meeting), and parishioners have the 
opportunity to address the council 
during something that is called “open 
Session’. This month we had 
approximately 65 people who wanted 
to observe, with approximately 30 
people wanting to share their 
thoughts. As a council we welcome 
this and would like more people to 
see council business being conducted 
so all of our work is visible and not 
just reported in the minutes. 

One of the items up for discussion on 
this month's agenda was Civil Parking 
Enforcement (CPE). Parking is an 
Oxfordshire County Council Highways 
matter, and they are enforcing all 
existing restrictions in villages and 
towns in Oxfordshire. Enforcement of 
parking restrictions has been 
sporadically applied since the 1960’s 
by our local Police service, but this has 
now been taken over by OCC and they 
have employed 3 parking wardens for 
our county. Wheatley Parish Council 
were asked to review the existing 
restrictions and after much work in 
the last 6 months and a lively debate 
we passed the motion below. 

The council agreed to make a formal 
request to Oxfordshire County Council 

to investigate a resident’s parking 
zone for Wheatley, which could cover 
a wider area beyond High St and could 
explore opportunities to address the 
concerns of businesses. In the interim 
Oxfordshire County Council will begin 
to enforce parking restrictions, in line 
with the existing signage. 

Wheatley Parish Council will 
encourage Oxfordshire County Council 
to keep the village informed, and we 
will share information with the 
community through our usual 
communication channels. 

Wheatley Parish Council welcome the 
Highways Dept input into our parking 
issues on the High Street and the 
wider village, even though it is not the 
area of primary concern. Littleworth 
Road is a priority and we have a 
working group on that led by Cllr 
Ramsdale. 

UPDATE: On 12th July Cllr Tim 
Bearder confirmed he had spoken to 
Cllr Andrew Gant (OCC Cabinet 
member for Highways) who agreed to 
task county officers to come up with 
an appropriate scheme for Wheatley 
in consultation with the Parish 
Council.  Until a new scheme had 
been devised and agreed, a 
moratorium would remain in place for 
enforcement of the existing 
restrictions. 

Civil Parking Enforcement 

Alison Sercombe 
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There are many, many, volunteers within Wheatley, who selflessly support and improve the 

lives of others and, to celebrate this, we are seeking nominations from the community for 

volunteers from within Wheatley.  

Awards will be presented at an event in September/October 

To complete your nomination please provide us with some information: 
(Please refer to our privacy policy from our website www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk) 
 
Your name:      

Your address: 

Your contact number:     

Your contact email: 

 

Volunteer’s name:      

Volunteer’s address: 

Volunteer’s contact number:     

Volunteer’s contact email: 

Please select for which category you are making this nomination:  

 Young volunteer (under 16)  Unsung volunteer 

 Longstanding volunteer   Supporter of village green spaces 

 Neighbour of the year 

 

Please provide details on why you are making this nomination… 

 

 

 

 

Does the volunteer know that they have been nominated?                  Yes                    No       
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http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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2022/23 GRANTS FOR 

APPRENTICES, STUDENTS, TRAINEES 
The Trustees of Wheatley Charities offer training/ education 
grants to residents of the Parish of Wheatley (including 
Littleworth but not Holton!) and are prepared to award funds 
in support of some of the costs of on-the-job training or 
academic study.  Applicants must be under the age of 25. 

If you are a school leaver having passed your GCSEs or A-Levels 
and are about to start an apprenticeship you will be given 
priority but university applicants should also apply. 

Application forms are available from the Secretary, Ralf Eller 
(email: ralfeller@hotmail.com), to whom they should be 
returned electronically no later than Monday, 29th August, 
2022. 

mailto:ralfeller@hotmail.com
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Over 25 Years Experience (Local) 

Weeding, Feeding, Mowing, Growing, 
Edging, Hedging and More 

 

ALL YEAR ROUND 
 

MARK | 07707 253491 

GARDENER 
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Seven weeks of public Consultation on 
the first Review of WNP ('Made' in May 
2021) ended on 22 July 2022. A WNP 
Information Sheet (A4, 2 sides) was 
inserted in 2000 copies of the Jubilee 
Wheatley News [June/July 2022] to go 
to every household in Wheatley and 
Holton.in time for Consultation to start 
on Friday 3rd June. The WNP Sheet gave 
the location for the WNP Review and 
required attached documents on the 
WNP Website. Addresses, phone 
numbers and emails were also supplied 
for both Holton and Wheatley Parish 
Council Offices, for access to paper 
copies by appointment. A complete side 
of the A4 Sheet also contained brief 
'prompts' to help people think through 
the key issues being put to them across 
many pages. We do know that people 
used the WNP Information Sheets 
during the seven weeks and detail of 
their responses will be published soon 
in the 'Review' procedure itself. 

 

The same sheets 'with full connecting 
detail' were also fixed to all 7 Wheatley 
and Holton official noticeboards (e.g. 
outside Holton Village Hall, and outside 
WPC Council Office, Littleworth Centre, 
Holton Bus Shelter, opposite The 
Triangle Care Home, and at Roman 
Road Veterinary. Centre. Two 'Open 
Meetings' were planned and held – 
Open and Online, 28 and 30 June. 
However, I failed to include them on 
that initial WNP Information Sheet sent 
to every home and noticeboard. They 
did have their own striking printed 
Poster on WPC Office noticeboard and 
elsewhere in Wheatley, and on the 
Open Forums (Facebook) used in both 
parishes. Both styles of meeting, Open 
and Online, will be included at the next 
stage – processing public comments, 
making changes (or not) and presenting 
to an Examiner once WPC and SODC 
have given their opinions. 

Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan Report 

John Fox | WNP Committee 

WHEATLEY CARE 

Wheatley Care is in NEED of another co-ordinator to join the team of 

volunteers to help manage booking requests and driver allocations 

(average 30 per month) 

If you like speaking to people, we would love to hear from You. 

Wheatley Care depends on community support so please help if you can. 

Please call:   Kath Lamont | 01865 876609 
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YOUR Wheatley Village Archive 

In the issue of the newsletter a year ago the WVA shared the Greater Heritage Trail 
leaflet. Due to its popularity in the village (thank you) we have just ordered a 
reprint. The eagle-eyed amongst the villagers will have spotted the addition of QR 
codes to the leaflet dispensers around the village allowing, via a QR app on a smart 
phone, the downloading of both trail leaflets for use without the hardcopy leaflets.  

We have been busy talking to a milestone expert about Wheatley’s own milestone 
on the London Road which can be found just past the last ‘Tudorbethan’ house on 
the right of London Road. Although not included on the heritage trails the 
milestone is Grade 2 listed by Historic England and it could be restored. 

 

Benchmarks are used by the Ordnance Survey to record height above sea level. 
There is another one at the Littleworth end of Old Road on the mounting stone. 

The WVA has planned a self-drive trip for any interested villagers to North Leigh 
Roman Villa, near Witney (14 miles away) on Wednesday 10th August to arrive at 
11am when a volunteer guide will be in attendance. 

Please contact Steph on stephjcox@btopenworld.com or 07979 867014, or Michael 
on michael@wheatleyarchive.org.uk or 01865 425909 to arrange shared transport. 

A reminder of our next talk (in conjunction with the Wheatley Society) to which all 
are invited at the Merry Bells on 19th September at 8pm entitled "Scandal in High 
Society Oxfordshire: selected Tales of Toffs in Trouble" a talk by Julie Ann Godson. 

As there is unlikely to be another Royal Platinum Jubilee the WVA would welcome 
any photos taken in the village that you would share for the future 
archives. Please email them to Michael. Steph Cox 

This photo which we believe was taken 
in 1927 shows the milestone a lot taller 
than it is now! on the London Road but 
from where was the picture taken? Any 
ideas welcome please. 

The milestone reads ‘XLVI miles from London 
Oxford’ with a carved benchmark on the reverse. 
The milestone has sunk and will most likely have, 
below ground level, the additional ‘VI’ i.e. 6 to 
Oxford. 

mailto:stephjcox@btopenworld.com
mailto:michael@wheatleyarchive.org.uk
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The May meeting was a very special 
occasion for our institute as it was the 
long-awaited unveiling of our 
Centenary Wall-hanging. This beautiful 
banner, designed and worked by our 
very talented craft club, should have 
been completed in 2019 to celebrate 
our centenary. However, due to the 
disruption caused by the pandemic the 
unveiling had to be delayed until 2022. 
It now hangs in the main hall of the 
Merry Bells so please pop in and have a 
look. We celebrated the occasion with 
a glass of sparkling wine followed by 
delicious cakes. This was followed by a 
“Show and Tell” with a royal theme. 
These evenings had proved very 
popular on Zoom and proved to be just 
as well received at the meeting. Many 
interesting, and unusual items were 
shown and the stories behind them 
were fascinating. 

 

In June we were treated to a talk and 
tasty demonstration by Shelley Van 
Loen a chocolatier and violinist. She 
showed us how best to melt chocolate 
and make it into tasty treats, including 
using moulds, adding ingredients, and 
mixing flavours. We all had the 
opportunity to taste chocolates that 
she had made during the meeting and 
to purchase other items from her range 
of handmade chocolates. The 
demonstration was thoroughly enjoyed 

by all members attending and our 
three visitors.  

 

History Snippets 1922: 

Unlike today a meeting was held during 
August when 35 members enjoyed a 
talk and demonstration of papier 
maché. The Red Cross was arranging 
health lectures in Wheatley and W.I. 
members were asked to help with the 
arrangements. 

In 1922 there were two institutes in 
Wheatley, an evening one, and also an 
afternoon meeting. It is not always 
clear in the minutes which meetings 
are being referred to but in September 
of that year both institutes held 
meetings with an average attendance 
of 26. The members of one had a talk 
on Austria which I should image was 
very well received as not so many 
people travelled to Europe for holidays 
in those days. The other institute 
meeting was a demonstration on 
making raffia hats. I know which 
meeting I would have preferred. 

 

There is no meeting in August. Our 
next meeting is on 20th September 
when we will be having a cream tea 
and members show.  

Wheatley WI 
www.wheatleywi.com 

Stephanie Brooklyn 

https://www.wheatleywi.com/
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The Queen’s Jubilee in Wheatley 
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A number of people have spoken to me about the idea of resurrecting a 
form of the old Wheatley Festival. 

 

To that end, as the last secretary of the old Wheatley Festival back in the 
1980s, I have agreed to call and chair a meeting of those individuals/village 
organisations who might be interested in reviving a form of the old festival.  

 

The meeting will be held in the Coffee Room, Merry Bells on TUESDAY 13th 
SEPTEMBER 2022 at 7.30pm. 

 

So, if as an individual or a representative of a village organisation (especially 
a youth one) please come along. 

Gareth Morris | Past Secretary 

Resurrection of Wheatley Festival 
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News from The Trust 
 

Wheatley Rugby Club celebrated 50 
years of rugby in the village with an 
end of season dinner and awards 
ceremony on Saturday May 7th. This 
was another popular event attended by 
players and officials of the Club from 
the early 1970s to the current day. 

 

On Sunday 22nd May, Wheatley FC 
held a most successful junior 5-a-side 
football tournament. Over 50 teams 
played and there were about 800 
visitors to the fields. 

 

The Trust hosted a village picnic on 
June 4th to celebrate the Queen’s 
Jubilee. Despite a chilly wind, it was 
well attended and a popular event. 
 
Another successful football 
tournament was organised by 
Wheatley Oaks FC on June 25th. 14 
over-30’s women's 7-a-side teams 
played, plus several hundred visitors 
and supporters. 
 
The reseeding of the training pitch 
seems to have taken despite the 
adverse weather conditions and the 
Trust would like to thank  all users for 
keeping off that pitch. 
 

For security reasons, a plea to all those 
from Wheatley and Holton who use the 
tennis courts.  Please sign up to let us 
know who is using the field. 

 

Netball is continuing on Monday 
nights. 
 
Unfortunately, casual use of the 
football goals has seen damage done 
to posts and nets. While the Trust 
doesn't want to discourage users, if 
vandalism and littering continues, the 
goals will have to be locked up during 
the summer. Please, respect these 
facilities. 
 
Dogs must be kept off the pitches. 
Some dog owners have put dog poo in 
the recycling bins – this has to be 
sorted before collection. 
 

If there is anyone in the community 
who is thinking about playing netball, 
football or rugby or just wants to 
improve their fitness, please contact 
the clubs directly or use the Trust 
contact details below. 

 

Do get in touch at: 

enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk 

www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk 

Paul Willmott | Chairman 

Wheatley Playing Field Trust 

mailto:enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
http://www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
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Church News 

Perils of an Earworm 

Listening to Radio 4’s Sunday Service at the weekend, I 
was captivated by the chorus: “O hear us when we cry 
to Thee, For those in Peril on the sea.” I couldn’t get it 
out of my head… it had become an earworm. 

We had sung the same hymn at the Vigil Mass on 
Saturday in Wheatley because it was Sea Sunday, a 
day which Christian Churches worldwide set aside to 
remember and pray for seafarers and their families. 
Help is provided through a number of Christian 
charities, like Stella Maris, but what do they actually 
do? 

A Ukrainian captain was at sea when Russia invaded; 
he knew his wife and daughter were fleeing Ukraine, 
but he could not help, and they had nowhere to go. 
When he brought his vessel into Felixstowe, he was 
able to pour out his troubles to the Port Chaplain who 
told him that Stella Maris in Poland had opened a 
refugee centre in Gdynia for seafarers and their 
families. 

Using a sim card provided by the Chaplain, the captain 
was able to contact his wife and daughter who made 
their way to Gdynia. Some weeks later, the captain’s 
ship was scheduled to call in Hamburg, so Stella Maris 
drove the family 500 miles to the Stella Maris mission 
there to enable them to be at the quayside as the 
captain guided his vessel into port. The family were 
reunited after months apart and were able to spend a 
joyous 24 hours together before the vessel departed 
and the family returned to Gdynia. 

It is through the provision of such practical help to 
those in despair that the seafarers’ charities play such 
a crucial role. So having an earworm still playing in my 
mind today is not a bad way of offering prayers – and 
remembering to support such charities as 
stellamaris.org.uk; missiontoseafarers.org; and sailors-
society.org. 

Our Lady of Lourdes 
01865 762433 | corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk 

John Guy 

 From the Vicar 

What makes a good 
leader? A question much 
on the minds of the 
country at this time as 
Boris Johnson’s tenure as 
Prime Minister comes to 
an end and a new leader 
must be selected by the 
Conservative Party. There 
is much excitement in the 
media about the 
candidates (as I write 11 
have thrown their hat into 
the ring) and about the 
process to select the one 
who will take up residence 
at Number 10. 

There are many different 
types of leader, and 
human history gives us 
examples of good ones, 
and some very bad ones. 
To be a leader you must 
be able to command the 
support of those being 
led, either by fair means 
or foul. Some leaders have 
prospered through a reign 
of fear and tyranny, but 
others have been truly 
admired and respected, 
and these are surely the 
ones to emulate. 

The Christian Church looks 
to Jesus Christ as the 

St Mary’s Church 
01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com

https://stellamaris.org.uk
https://missiontoseafarers.org
https://sailors-society.org
https://sailors-society.org
mailto:corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk
mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
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 perfect example of 
leadership. Jesus had 
personal charisma, so that 
when he said to the 
fishermen ‘follow me’, they 
left their nets immediately 
and went with him. He had 
authority, so that when he 
spoke people listened and 
engaged with what he said. 
But it is at the Last Supper 
that we see his lesson in 
leadership in his actions. 
He got down on his knees 
and washed the feet of his 
friends – a humble and 
intimate act, and he told 
his disciples that they 
should follow his example 
of humility and service. 

With that in mind we can 
say that good leaders do 
not puff themselves up, 
but rather support those 
they serve as leader. Good 
leaders are encouragers, 
enablers, inspirers and 
always have the good of 
others in mind. 

We pray that our next 
Prime Minister will be such 
a person and that integrity 
and trust may be restored 
to our country’s political 
life. 

vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 

Revd Nigel Hawkes 

Wheatley Area Churches 
gordon.ewbank@gmail.com 

WAC Christian Aid Week 2022 

Christian Aid Week collections in Wheatley, in May 
this year, raised a magnificent £2,712. Many thanks 
to all of you who supported the collections in the 
High Street, St Mary’s Church and Wheatley URC. 
This sum should increase by some £221 after the 
recovery of tax on those donations that were 
offered as being eligible for gift aid tax recovery of 
25%. 

 

The Rev. Elizabeth Mason, of Christian Aid gave a 
lively presentation at Wheatley URC during the 
service on the final Sunday of Christian Aid Week, 
updating the congregation about the work and 
issues facing Christian Aid and other charities 
working to relieve poverty and suffering in so many 
countries worldwide, exacerbated by the current 
pressures of war, famine, natural disasters, and 
world economic decline. 

 

Christian Aid continues to provide support to 
communities around the world, seeking to alleviate 
the long-term effects of poverty and suffering, 
caused by injustice and humanitarian emergencies. 

 

We hope that you will feel able to continue to help 
them, by donating again next year.  

 

In the meantime, you may wish to make direct 
donations to Christian Aid, either online at 
caweek.org or by calling 08080 006 006. 

Liz and Tony Barry | Wheatley Christian Aid Group 

mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
mailto:gordon.ewbank@gmail.com
https://caweek.org


26 

Summer at St Mary’s 
The last few months have seen the Revival 
bursting into bloom, with a host of fine activities 
and regular events. Perhaps the most striking has 
been the Weekly Larder. Backed by the Parish 
Council, the Larder aims to reduce food waste 
from supermarkets. Above all, this is a matter of 
sustainability. The Larder is open to everyone on 
Thursdays from 2.30 to 4.00 pm. Entry is free and 
donations totalling over £1000 have already been 
made to the Maple Tree, Ukrainian visitors, The 
Primary School, to Wheatley Park River Trust and to the Youth Group Pulse. 

Plans are also afoot to hold a daily Breakfast Club, beginning at autumn half term. 
Meanwhile, our Ukrainian guests hold meetings at St Mary’s, including a 
celebration of the Ukrainian Constitution Day, with a feast of Beetroot Soup, to 
which their hosts were invited. 

Other events have followed thick and fast. Close on 
the heels of a gripping production of Shakespeare’s 
Macbeth, with Holton Players, a concert by Angelorum 
saw well over a hundred people enjoying the voices of 
this largely female choir, with chants, cantatas and 
carols from the ninth to the twenty-first century on a 
memorable afternoon. 
 

There followed the joint exhibition by local artist Michael Worthington and 
mosaicist Becky Paton, with landscapes of Oxford and Oxfordshire and Becky’s own 
spectacular images. 

Finally, in celebration of the Royal Jubilee, the Church was filled for a Ceilidh with 
the sound of the Mouse and Trousers Band and caller Gareth Morris. Well over a 
hundred, young and old, danced the night away to the strains of Strip the Willow, 
The Gay Gordons and the Dashing White Sergeant. 

July then saw a Sing-along concert in aid of the Revival with the Tuneless Choir in 
the gardens of Ambrose Farm. 

If you would like to use St Mary’s for your organisation, contact Jane or Peter 
Fanning (jipfanning@gmail.com; peterafanning@gmail.com) with your details. 

The Revival Team 

The Larder 

Macbeth 

mailto:jipfanning@gmail.com
mailto:peterafanning@gmail.com
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Fruit Picking is Back 

Fruit-Picking 

After 2 years when Covid has interrupted, we are planning to carry out our successful 
fruit harvesting from Wheatley trees that otherwise might have gone to waste.  

As in years before, we plan to distribute much of this to various organisations who can 
make good use of them and we also will be holding our Apple Pressing Day outside the 
Merry Bells, probably sometime in October, where anyone can bring their own apples 
and have them turned into juice. 

For now, please let us know if: 

• you have a fruit tree that you might be unable to pick, or you know of one;  

• you would be interested in helping to harvest fruit.  We will have a number of 
picking sessions, mainly at the weekend, during August/ September/ October, 
for up to 3-4 hours.  Come for as long as you wish. 

 

Big Green Week: 24th September – 2nd October 

As part of the Great Big Green Week (a national celebration of community action to 
tackle climate change) we will be running a number of activities in Wheatley including: 

• Sat 24th another opportunity to have your old phones and tablets wiped clean 
ready to be recycled at the Library 

• Sun 25th come to The Merry Bells to see and hear about bugs and insects to be 
found in the River Thame in Wheatley  

• Sun 2nd October at 2pm guided tour of Littleworth Nature Reserve including a 
leaf spotter worksheet for younger minds (Please book using email below) 

• Sat/Sun 1st/2nd Litter picking around the village 

• Wild Wheatley Walkabout map 

 

..and look out for other activities. 

P.S. If you missed our Swapshop in July, we are likely to hold another in October. 

 

If you have any questions, please get in touch: 

Contact us: 
email admin@wheatleycag.org 
website www.sustainablewheatley.org 
Facebook page @sustainablewheatley 
Twitter feed @suswheatley Wendy Stanton 

mailto:admin@wheatleycag.org
http://www.sustainablewheatley.org
https://www.facebook.com/sustainablewheatley/
https://twitter.com/suswheatley
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Wheatley Community Larder 

We are delighted to report on the success of the Community Larder. Since we 

started in May numbers of those attending have been consistently over 40 and on 

one occasion 70. 

In addition to the usual dry goods like tea, cereal, pasta and rice we are now 

obtaining a regular supply of fresh and frozen meat and sometimes fresh fish which 

is very popular. We are also very grateful to Cornfields who supply us with any 

bread not sold by the end of Wednesday. 

We are very pleased to have raised just over £1,000 from generous donations for 

the following local charities:  

Maple Tree Nursery; Wheatley/Ukraine Refugee Group; Wheatley Primary School 

for dual language books to support the Ukrainian pupils; Wheatley Park School to 

support vulnerable children and Pulse, a local youth Group. 

We are ably supported every Thursday by our valiant volunteers who help 

distribute the food or serve teas.  

There are always variations in the quantities and types of food we redistribute 

because of the nature of the Oxford Food Hub. We would ask people to be very 

careful not to take away too much food and to remember others who may come 

later in the afternoon. 

A reminder that we are now closing at 4pm. 
Penny Willmott 

WHEATLEY CARE 
Wheatley Care have a number of positions that we need help filling: 

 
SECRETARY 

• Take and distribute minutes for 1-2 hour meetings four times a year. 

• Communicate with drivers and deal with all other correspondence. 
VOLUNTEER TEAM MEMBER 

• Help manage booking requests and driver allocations (c. 30 per month) 

• Requires good communication and scheduling skills 
 

Please contact: Kath Lamont—01865 876609 
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Notices | Clubs | Events 

WHEATLEY VILLAGE 
ARCHIVE 

Self-Drive Trip to 
North Leigh 
Roman Villa 

Wed 10th August 
To arrive for 11:00 for 
volunteer-guided tour 

michael@ 
wheatleyarchive.org.uk 

WHEATLEY CARE SCHEME 

For transport to hospital, 
surgeries etc. NOT to shops! 

For all residents of 
Wheatley, Littleworth & 

Holton 

TO BOOK, PLEASE PHONE 
AS SOON AS YOU HAVE 
YOUR APPOINTMENT 

07505 543750 Answerphone 

Use your Blue Badge if you 
have one 

NOT SO YOUNG 
CLUB 

 

Every other Monday 
URC From 2.00-4.00pm 

 

Chat, play bingo, tea and 
cake, occasional  short 

talks of interest 
albarjoiner@btinternet.com 

Frances Simpson 
01865 873248 

Wheatley Village 
Produce Association 

VPA Members 
Annual Show 

Saturday 10th 
September 

Entries and fees to 
Show Secretary by noon 

Sat 3rd September 
wheatleyvpa@gmail.com 

Wheatley Village 
Produce Association 

Winter Colour in 
the Garden 

Peter Richardson 
Tuesday 13th 

September 
7.30pm Merry Bells 

wheatleyvpa@gmail.com 

GREAT BIG GREEN WEEK 
24th Sep 

Phone/tablets wiping for 
recycling in Library 

25th Sep 
Bugs and Insects in the River 

Thame at The Merry Bells 
2nd Oct 2pm 

Guided Tour of Littleworth 
Nature Reserve (Please Book) 

1st/2nd Oct 
Litter Picking in the village 

More details page 27 

ROYAL BRITISH 
LEGION 

Annual Summer 
Lunch 

At the New Club 
Thursday 11th 

August 
Doors open from  

11.30 am 

WHEATLEY FESTIVAL 
MEETING 

To discuss the possibility 
of resurrecting the old 

Wheatley Festival 
Tue 13th September 

19:30 Merry Bells 
Individuals and 

organisation reps 
welcome 

Thames Valley Police 

Have Your Say 
Wed 17th Aug 
15:00-16:00 
Fri 7th Oct 

10:00-11:00 
Both will be in the 

Parish Office 

mailto:michael@wheatleyarchive.org.uk
mailto:michael@wheatleyarchive.org.uk
mailto:albarjoiner@btinternet.com
mailto:wheatleyvpa@gmail.com
mailto:wheatleyvpa@gmail.com


Notices | Clubs | Events 

HOLTON & 
WHEATLEY CRICKET 

CLUB 
 

New members, any 
ability, always 

welcome. 
 

Contact Hugh Kitchin 
01865 873305  

Community 
Larder 

 
Thursdays 

14:30 -16:00 
St Mary’s Church 
Help reduce food 

waste and support 
local causes 

Wheatley 
Wine Circle 

URC Hall 
1st Thursday 

in Month 
19:30 

Wheatley Productions 

Informal Update 
Meeting 

Sun 25th September 
URC 15:00-17:00 

Find out what Wheatley 
Prodns are up to 

Adults and children 8+ 
welcome 

More info: 
wheatleyprods@gmail.com 

Wheatley Singers 
Rehearsals start 

Tuesday 6 September 
7.15 at the URC 

Join us as we prepare 
(hopefully) for a 
performance in 

November. 
We sing; we have fun; we 

go to the pub. 
Contact details page 62 

Wheatley Village 
Archive & The Wheatley 

Society 

“Scandal in High Society 
Oxon: Selected Tales of 

Toffs in Trouble” 
A talk by Julie Ann 

Godson 
Merry Bells 

19th Sep 20:00 

Wheatley Singers 
Meeting every Tuesday 
in the large and airy St. 

Mary’s Church. 
We’d love you to join 
us as we prepare for a 
revival performance in 

November. 
We sing; we have fun; 

we go to the pub. 

WHEATLEY VILLAGE 
ARCHIVE 

Thursdays 2pm-5pm 
Room 1 (upstairs) 

Merry Bells 
Last Saturday of each 

month 
10am-12 noon 

Have you been to find 
out about your village. 

Do come soon! 

Art Club 

Every Monday 
afternoon 4-6 pm 
Wheatley Library 

All welcome - bring a 
project 

£1 donation to the 
library 

Contact Tina on 
tina_everett@btinternet.com 

mailto:wheatleyprods@gmail.com
mailto:tina_everett@btinternet.com
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Day by Day 

MONDAY 

Wheatley Oaks FC | Holton Playing Fields | 19:00-20:00 | Women 30+ | hello@coachemma.co.uk 

Art Club | Library | 16:00-18:00 | £1 donation | tina_everett@btinternet.com 

Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | via Zoom | 08:50-09:40 | 01865 876288 | tomgoss09@gmail.com 

Not So Young Club | URC Hall | Fortnightly exc. B/H | 14:00-16:00 | albarjoiner@btinternet.com 

Friends of Wheatley Library Fibre Group | 1st & 3rd in month |  14:00-16:00 

Friends of Wheatley Library Knit & Natter Group | 2nd & 4th in month |  14:00-16:00 

Friends of Wheatley Library Art Group | 16:30-18:30 

Beaver Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | Term time 18:00-19:00 | 01865 874997 

Sweaty Mama (Mum & baby fitness) | Merry Bells | 09:45-11:00 | courtney.leonard@hotmail.co.uk 

Messy Mondays | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11:30 | bit.ly/mapletreeeb 

Wheatley Bridge Club | Holton Village Hall | 19:00 | 01865 874017 

Badminton Club | Park Sports Centre | 20:00-22:00 | 07769 827335 

Studio25 Dance Academy | Merry Bells | studio25danceoxford@gmail.com | 07808 209243 

• Junior Beginners | 16:00-17:00 | Age 7-9 

• Senior Beginners | 17:00-18:00 | Age 10+ 

 

 

 

TUESDAY 

Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-19:00 

Rugby Club Seniors Training | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | To book 07768 300314 

Wheatley Women’s Institute | Merry Bells | 3rd in month | 19:15 | 01865 558167 

Wheatley Singers | URC Hall | 19:15-21:00 | 01865 872250 | All welcome 

Wheatley Village Produce Association | Merry Bells | 2nd in month | 19:30 

Flow Fitness Pilates | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | info@flowfitness.org.uk 

Story and Rhyme Time | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11:30 | bit.ly/mapletreeeb 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome 

mailto:hello@coachemma.co.uk
mailto:tina_everett@btinternet.com
mailto:tomgoss09@gmail.com
mailto:albarjoiner@btinternet.com
mailto:courtney.leonard@hotmail.co.uk
https://bit.ly/mapletreeeb
mailto:studio25danceoxford@gmail.com
mailto:info@flowfitness.org.uk
https://bit.ly/mapletreeeb
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Day by Day 

WEDNESDAY 

Maple Babies | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00 & 13:00, one hour each | bit.ly/mapletreeeb 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-17:00 

Pop-up Pilates | Merry Bells | 18:30 & 19:30, 1 hour | info@pop-up-pilates.com | 07731 321991 

Cub Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 18:45-20:15 | 01865 874284 | Boys & Girls Age 8-10½ 

Guides & Rangers | URC | Via Zoom | Term time 19:00-20:30 | Age 10+ | wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome 

Baby Music Group | URC | Via Zoom | 10:00 | Term time only | Rachel 07505 131124 

Gathering & Short Prayers | URC | Via Zoom | 10:30/18:00 alternating | minister@wheatleyurc.org.uk 

Football Fitness | Tiger’s Retreat, Garsington | 19:00-20:00 | yohannadam@yahoo.co.uk | Age 30+ 

St Mary’s Church | 01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 

• Holy Communion | 12:00 | Must pre-book 

 

 

THURSDAY 

Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | via Zoom | 08:50-09:40 | 01865 876288 | tomgoss09@gmail.com 

Wheatley Walks | Car park behind 6th Form Centre | 10:00-11:00 | 01865 873430 

Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-17:00 

Community Larder | St Mary’s Church | 14:30-16:00 

Wheatley Wine Circle | URC Church Hall | 1st Thursday in month | 19:30 

Little Explorers | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11:30 | bit.ly/mapletreeeb 

Twinnies! | Stay & Play for twins | Maple Tree Centre | 14:00-15:30 | bit.ly/mapletreeeb 

Maple Tree at Forest Hill | Forest Hill Village Hall | 11:00-12:00 | laura@mapletree.org.uk 

Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | 14:00-17:00 | Appt only, to book 01865 425909 

Rugby Club Seniors | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | To book 07768 300314 

Explorer Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 14½-18 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome 

Pilates | Merry Bells | 09:45-10:45 

Yoga | Merry Bells | 19:30-20:30 

https://bit.ly/mapletreeeb
mailto:info@pop-up-pilates.com
mailto:wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:minister@wheatleyurc.org.uk
mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
mailto:tomgoss09@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/mapletreeeb
https://bit.ly/mapletreeeb
mailto:laura@mapletree.org.uk
mailto:peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
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Day by Day 

FRIDAY 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-18:00 

Horspath Hub Coffee Morning | 10:00-12:00 | 07591 933964 

Coffee Morning w/ Wheatley Primary Sch.| Maple Tree Centre | 08:45-09:45 | Drop-in 

Social Butterflies| Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11:30 | Drop-in 

Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Boys & girls age 10½-14 

St. Mary’s Bell Tower Practice | St. Mary’s Church | 19:30-21:00 | 01865 872250 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome 

Martial Arts | Primary School Hall | 07731 512682 | mrsfox@mattfiddes.com 

• Mighty Matts | 16:30-17:15 | Age 3-6 

• Junior/Family | 18:30-19:30 | Age 7+ 

 

SATURDAY 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 

Ballet Class | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 

Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | Last in month | 10:00-12:00 | Appt only 01865 425909 

Family Fun| Maple Tree Centre | 3rd Saturday in month | 10:00-11:30 | bit.ly/mapletreeeb 

Scrabble Club | Location varies | 1st in month | 19:30 | 01865 872628 

Our Lady of Lourdes RC Church | 01865 762433 | corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk 
• Vigil Mass | Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. | 18:00 
 

SUNDAY 

Wheatley Windmill Open | 2nd in month | May to October 

Wheatley Minis Football | Holton Rugby Club | 09:00-10:00 | Ages 4-7 | 07756 608744 

St Mary’s Church | 01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 

• Holy Communion | 08:00 
• Parish Praise | 1st Sunday in month | 10:00 
• Sung Eucharist | 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday in month | 10:00 
• Food Bank Sunday | 4th Sunday in month | 10:00 | Please bring a donation for the 

Food Bank 
United Reformed Church | 01865 876288 | secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk 
• Holy Communion | 1st & 3rd Sunday in month | 10:00 
• Food Bank Sunday | 1st Sunday in month| 10:00 
• Afternoon tea | 1st Sunday in month | 14:30-16:30 
Wheatley Community Church | office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org 
• Wheatley Primary School | 10:30 

mailto:mrsfox@mattfiddes.com
https://bit.ly/mapletreeeb
mailto:corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk
mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk
mailto:office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
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On June 21st another of our 
Oxford walks took place. This 
time it was around the 
fascinating Jewish Quarter. 
Oxford had a 
thriving Jewish community 
until 1290 when the 
entire Jewish population of 
England (about 3,000 people) 
was expelled from the 
country on the orders of 
Edward I.  There are still 
traces of their presence in the 
city; recent archaeology has provided clear evidence to support the known paper 
trail. It was these traces the walk followed. 

Unfortunately, due to Covid, the joint presentation by Age UK and the Wheatley 
Good Neighbour Scheme (WGNS) on Tuesday 5th April, had had to be postponed. It 
was rearranged for July 5th at 2.30. Rachel Poole of Age UK with Hilary Churchley 
and Debbie Bale of WGNS delivered a very comprehensive overview of all the 
support and services these two entities can assist local residents with. Age UK is a 
nationwide charity providing information on many topics such as money and legal 
matters, health and care provisions and services such as day centres and exercise 
facilities. WGNS provides very local complimentary services such as transportation 
for medical appointments, shopping, befriending and IT support. More information 
on both organisations is available through wheatleygns@gmail.com and Age UK 
Oxfordshire 03454501276. 

The Safari Supper on Saturday July 23rd was a great evening. It is a biannual event 
which is always very popular, and we thank all the hosts who make the event 
possible. For many newcomers to Wheatley, it has been their introduction to life in 
Wheatley and a chance to meet many different people in a sociable, welcoming 
environment. 

Events start up again after the break in August. A proposed Salters Boat Trip on 
Thursday 8th September has been replaced by a Visit to Rousham House on 
Wednesday 14th September. More details to follow. 

We wish everyone an enjoyable summer. 

Parish Newsletter 

August / September 2022 

The Wheatley Society Committee 

mailto:wheatleygns@gmail.com
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ASDA Wheatley Community Update 

At the start of the summer, we 
celebrated the Queen's Platinum 
Jubilee.  I attended several local 
events both in Wheatley and 
surrounding villages as part of these 
celebrations including the community 
Picnic held in Holton Playing fields on 
Sunday 5th June.  Children enjoyed 
decorating some crowns with gems 
and playing with bubble wands whilst 
enjoying spending time with family 
and friends and the local community.  
It was a wonderful event, and I was 
happy to be part of such a joyful 
occasion organised by the Parish 
Council. 
 
Since then, I have been to a number 
of local events including attending 
Wheatley Primary School PTA 
fundraiser at the end of June in the 
school field, to support the school and 
talk about our community 
programme.  Plus, you may have seen 
me recently supporting the Wheatley 
Windmill as part of their monthly 
open days. 
 
I have also been involved with helping 
out where possible at the community 
larder held every Thursday at St 
Mary's Church to help target food 
waste. 
 

By the time this newsletter goes to 
print, I will have attended Wheatley 
and Holton Play and Activity Day on 
the 16th of July planting herbs and 
seeds with children attending.  I am 
sure I will have plenty to keep me 
busy over the rest of the summer 
doing all I can to support community 
groups. 
 
With regards to grants provided by 
the ASDA Foundation, this grant 
round is currently coming to a close 
(19th August) but have submitted and 
been successful with a number of 
grant applications across both the 
Under 18 Better Starts Grant and the 
Empowering Communities grant, 
supporting a number of not-for-profit 
groups and charities across 
Oxfordshire. 
 
The next and final grant round of the 
year will open around September and 
due to close on the 11th of 
November.   My email address is 
below if you wish to get in touch 
about grants available or any other 
queries. 
 
If you wish to get in contact with me, 
please use email in first instance: 
community_wheatley@asda.co.uk. 

Linda Blackmore 

mailto:community_wheatley@asda.co.uk
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Wheatley Village Produce Association 

Words from The VPA 

High summer has arrived! The holiday to 

Devon in June was lovely and we enjoyed 

some wonderful gardens (thanks Joyce). 

Now back home it is time to enjoy the fruits 

of our hard work… 

August. But there are still jobs to do! If you 

didn’t last month, now is the time to prune 

wisteria and any trained fruit trees. In 

between harvesting and deadheading 

flowers, collect seed for next year. If the 

weather is dry, concentrate watering 

containers and any new plants. Lawns really 

won’t suffer from drying out, even if they do 

look awful! Cut back old summer-fruiting 

raspberry canes and pot up strawberry 

plants from runners. 

September. The days are getting shorter but 

there is still warmth in the soil. Keep on 

harvesting, especially potatoes and 

raspberries, and plant spring bulbs, divide 

perennials and sow seed for next year’s 

annuals and perennials. Brassicas may need 

to be netted to protect from hungry birds. 

Along with clearing the greenhouse and 

cleaning the pond, now is a popular time for 

garden bonfires but do consider other ways 

of disposing of waste. Woody materials can 

be stacked, providing homes for insects. 

Softer material can be chopped up and 

composted or used as a mulch. If you are 

making raised beds, use chopped material 

in the base before adding soil and compost. 

Dates for your diary – No meeting in August 

but 13 September Peter Richardson will 

have ideas for Winter Colour in the Garden. 

Don’t forget the Annual Show on 10 

September and request a schedule via email 

or at the next meeting if you plan to enter. 

 

Send any queries about the VPA or 

questions about gardening to 

wheatleyVPA@gmail.com and we will do 

our best to help. 

Geraldine Surman 

mailto:wheatleyVPA@gmail.com
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 Wheatley Dental Practice | 01865 873314 

We are currently accepting new patients at our friendly local dental surgery. 
 Please phone our receptionists or call in for more details! 
Tooth whitening and facial aesthetic treatments available. 

 

Dental Surgeons: Catherine Peers BDS,  Claudia Conde MClinDent London 
Dental Hygienists: Rachel Hyde, Julie Davies 

 

96 Church Road, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ 
wheatleydental@gmail.com 
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Howe & Co 22 

 

Mobile Fish 

& Chip Van 
 

07376 395678 
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Please do me a favour: 

Go check your passport. Then check your family’s passport. Then tell your friends to check. 
Maybe tell your colleague, neighbour too etc. 

EU UPDATE: ‘Date of Expiry’, for an adult passport this only counts for when you plan to leave 
(e.g. return home from EU Country) . 

Look at your ‘Date of issue’, your passport is only valid for 10 years from this date, this is the 
date you need to check for leaving the UK 

Google ‘Passport Entry Requirements’ for whatever country you are travelling to & work 
backwards from ‘validity needed’. 

Scenario, if your passport was issued 19th July 2012, valid until 19th October 2022, travel 
date is 18th August 2022, you have neither the validity to depart UK, nor the validity to return 
from the EU Country. You could be refused boarding by your airline or refused entry on 
arrival. It’s happening, let’s avoid it happening to you! 

This is not your travel providers responsibility & you won’t be covered by travel insurance.  

Your passport - your responsibility.  Now, go check those passports again. 

Janet Lewis 01865 989770 
www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/Janet.Lewis 

Janet.lewis@travelcounsellors.com 

http://www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/Janet.Lewis
mailto:Janet.lewis@travelcounsellors.com
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Unit 15 Wheatley Business Centre,  

Old London Road, Wheatley, OX33 1XW 

E: enquiries@wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com 

W: www.wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com 

 

Gemma Johnson BSc MCPod HCPC 

Podiatrist / Chiropodist  T:07969 321909 

William Johnson-Coleman BSc MISRM MSMA 

Soft Tissue Therapist  T: 07539 257542 

mailto:enquiries@wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com
http://www.wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com
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THE HORSPATH HUB 
The HUB POST OFFICE is open every Friday from 10:00 to 13:00 

COFFEE MORNINGS, known for especially good coffee and home made 
cakes, are open every Friday from 10:30 to 12:00 

Activities now available: Yoga , Pilates, Table Tennis, Art, Spanish for Kids, 
and Wine Club. NEW: Guitar lessons and sculpture (apply) 

The Venue is perfect for small parties and events. 
Booking still required - please contact us for the latest information. 

CONTACT US: 07591 933964 | horspathhub@gmail.com 
visit www.horspath.co.uk for details on how to book, costs, events etc. 

The Maple Tree 

Are you looking for a venue for a 
child or family friendly activity? Ask 
us about our reasonable rental rates 

info@mapletree.org.uk 
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mailto:horspathhub@gmail.com
http://www.horspath.co.uk
mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
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For the first time since 1984, the Fun Run took place on a Thursday bank 
holiday – not a Monday bank holiday because of the Queen’s 70 years 
celebrations – and a lovely sunny day it was! 
Six brave men and one brave woman took part in this test of character and 
fitness. The results were as follows: 
First, after many attempts, Michael Bunch in 28 minutes, 45 seconds. 
Congratulations to another of my sons-in-law! Now 36 years old. 
Second was a fit-looking Peter Bayliss with a time of 39m 06s at the age of 
66. 
Third, the oldest competitor, David Radcliffe with a time of 41m 35s at the 
age of 71. 
Fourth, Colin Campion, aged 68, with 42m 26s. 
Fifth, Anna Lee, first lady home with 46m 04s, aged 30. 
Sixth, Mike Hogan and his son Tom, 58 and 30, in 50m 14s. 
Cath Hogan and Celia Pagel, 58 and 62, walked the route in 65 minutes. 
Well done to all, and thanks to my daughter, Hesper Bunch, for her 
timekeeping. 
Next year, God willing, The Fun Run (Not The) will be on the bank holiday at 
the end of May: 10:30 for walkers, 11:00 for runners. Start training now! 
Best wishes to all in Wheatleyshire from Jack Turner – Not The Organiser! 

Jubilee ‘Not the Fun Run’ 

Jack Turner | Not the Organiser 
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Wheatley Windmill will be open to the public again on Sunday 14th August 

and Sunday 11th September from 2pm until 6pm. There will be the usual 

tours of the windmill, teas, cakes, and souvenirs. The new owner, Stuart, will 

be giving demonstrations of milling using his tractor driven mobile mill with 

the opportunity to take a sample of wholemeal flour home in a strong paper 

bag in exchange for a donation. On Sunday 11th September, City of Oxford 

Silver Band will play an open-air concert to help Wheatley Windmill 

Preservation Society take part in the festivities for the National Heritage 

Open Days. 

Keep looking at the horizon. Our contractors are making good progress with 

the replacement sails in their workshop in Reading. You may notice when 

the sails arrive back on the windmill. 

Wheatley Windmill Preservation Society 

Caroline Dalton | Secretary 

Wheatley Productions 

At the end of May 2022 Wheatley Productions performed three shows at 
Wheatley Primary School of David Wood’s The Pied Piper. We were so glad 
to have the opportunity to put on a show after taking such a long break from 
performing. Congratulations to all the Cast and everyone else who 
supported the show in May and a special congratulations to Director Cath 
Hogan and Musical Director Rachel Cave! It was also fantastic to have some 
new faces in the cast including some incredible students from Wheatley 
Primary and Wheatley Park School! 

If you’re interested in finding out what we’re up to next join us for a relaxed 
meeting (open to all adults and children aged 8+) 

Sunday 25th September, United Reformed Church 3pm - 5pm 

For more information join our mailing list by emailing 
wheatleyprods@gmail.com 

mailto:wheatleyprods@gmail.com
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Hello from The Maple Tree! 

 

We have had a busy early summer at 
The Maple Tree. We have lots of 
sessions for young children and their 
families with a focus on the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. Our 
summer programme is now available 
to book – details below. 

A huge thank you to our wonderful 
parents and friends who organised 
and ran (literally) the impressive 
Thame 10k run and our first annual 
Teddy Bear Toddle in June. Everyone 
crossed the finish line and helped 
raise some much-needed money for 
The Maple Tree. They were spurred 
on by our brilliant t-shirt sponsors; 
Waterwood Contracts and Mill View 
Garden Centre and Café. Many 
thanks to all involved! 

 

Save the Dates! 

 

Friday 23rd September: Summer 
Fete and Raffle at The Maple Tree. 

 

Gaz Coombes in Concert: We are 
excited to announce that we are 

organising a concert with ‘Gaz 
Coombes and Musical Friends’ on 
the evening of Saturday 
15th October at Wheatley Park 
School. Full details of the line-up and 
how to book tickets will be available 
in August. 

To receive details please register 
your interest 
at music@mapletree.org.uk. Thank 
you! 

Our sessions are drop-in or bookable 
through Eventbrite; 

bit.ly/mapletreeeb. 

There is a suggested donation of 
£2.50 per family per session. 

 

Check out our Website and 
Facebook page for more information 
about our special events, our 
programmes, and popular our First 
Aid classes! 

 

We are here to help young families , 
if you need help, advice or support: 

01865 236700 or 07849 466249 

info@mapletree.org.uk 

www.mapletree.org.uk 

FB: www.facebook.com/
TheMapleTreeWheatley 

Instagram: @themapletreecentre 

Session Bookings: bit.ly/mapletreeeb 

Laura Spencer | Centre Manager 

A Great Place to Grow 

mailto:music@mapletree.org.uk
https://bit.ly/mapletreeeb
mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
http://www.mapletree.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley
https://www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley
https://www.instagram.com/themapletreecentre/
https://bit.ly/mapletreeeb
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Morland House Surgery 
Patient Participation Group (PPG) 

Morland House Surgery relies on its PPG to collect and discuss ideas intended to help to 
maintain and improve the services provided, and this group of volunteers now wants to be 
able to communicate very occasionally with a wider group of our patients to receive helpful 
suggestions and very occasionally to provide feedback on the PPG Group’s proposals to help 
the Morland House Surgery. If you are a patient of any age using this Surgery and you are 
willing to help in this way, and agree to be consulted very occasionally by e-mail, please let 
the Practice Manager know by sending an e-mail to occg.morland.ppg@nhs.net agreeing 
for us to contact you. Your own e-mail address will not be published anywhere, and it will 
be used only for this purpose if you provide it.   
 

NHS App - Order your repeat prescriptions easily and securely 

For the quickest and safest way to order your repeat medication we strongly recommend 
that you use the NHS App. Download the NHS App on your smartphone or open the NHS 
website in a web browser to set up and log into your NHS account. To use it you should be 
aged 16 or over and registered with a GP Surgery in England. To find out more please visit 
www.nhs.uk/nhs-app or click on the link on the Morland House website home page 
www.morland-house.co.uk. 

Use the NHS App to: Get your NHS COVID Pass; get advice about coronavirus; order repeat 
prescriptions; book appointments; get health advice; view your health record; register your 
organ donation decision; find out how the NHS uses your data, and; view your NHS number 

After you download the app, you will need to set up an NHS login and prove who you are. 
The app then securely connects to information from your GP surgery. 
 

Medication Delivery Service 

Are you housebound, in poor health, have sight issues or just have real difficulty getting to 
our dispensary or to Wheatley Pharmacy to pick up your medication? If so, then you could 
be eligible to have your medication delivered to your home. To enquire about eligibility 
please speak to one of our dispensers or to one of the Wheatley Pharmacy team on 01865 
874047. 
 

New Dispensary Opening Hours 

From 5th September 2022, please note that, to keep in sync with Wheatley Pharmacy, the 
dispensary will change its opening time from 8am to 8.30am, both on weekdays and 
Saturdays. Please make a note and thank you for supporting us with this change. 
 

Visit Morland House Website: 

For up-to-date information about our services, the COVID-19 vaccine, and opening hours, 
please visit www.morland-house.co.uk. 

Morland House PPG 

mailto:occg.morland.ppg@nhs.net
https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-app/
https://www.morland-house.co.uk
http://www.morland-house.co.uk
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Wheatley Singers 
Did You Miss It...? 

 

...the triumphant return to real live performing by the Wheatley Singers? A 
gloriously sunny evening in May saw your local choir (plus a few special guests) 
perform in St Mary’s after a three year gap, with some rousing, uplifting Rossini 
choruses and some cool, sensuous and outrageous jazz. Quite thrilling. Not to 
mention the fizz and feast we shared in the churchyard as the sun slowly set. 

 

We’ve missed you. And, judging by the size of the audience, it was mutual. Such a 
joy to be performing and spreading joy once again.  

 

If you’re kicking yourself for missing such a treat, or longing to know when another 
such opportunity may come along, keep reading. 

 

We’re planning to restart our rehearsals (7.15pm every Tuesday in the lovely URC) 
in September, in preparation for our next outing: an Autumn special, featuring 
Handel's exquisite “Dixit Dominus” and Fauré’s superlative “Requiem”. It’ll once 
again be in St. Mary's,  Wheatley on Sunday November 27th at 4.30pm. 

We can’t promise a warm, sunny evening, but we can promise glorious music, a 
warm atmosphere and a chance to transport yourselves to aural bliss. 

 

One more thing… if you fancy being on the other side of the “fourth wall”, and 
joining in with the music making, we’d love to have you join us. We attracted a few 
new members for our “re-launch” and would certainly welcome more. If you can 
read music, fantastic. If you can’t, come along anyway. We can help you learn with 
audio files and special coaching. Go on. You know you want to... 

Do get in touch with: 

Kate: topcopykate@btinternet.com or  

Matthew: matthew.maier@mmaier.co.uk 

Or any choir member, who’ll encourage you and give you all the gen. 
 

We’re already looking forward to seeing you again. Enjoy the promised multiple 
heatwaves in the meantime... 

Celia Pagel | Treasurer 

mailto:topcopykate@btinternet.com
mailto:matthew.maier@mmaier.co.uk
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The end of another academic year - it is 
hard to believe. We started this year 
aiming for our children to enjoy a more 
'normal' year, and I think that we 
achieved that. Thankfully, covid did not 
create the disruptions of the previous 
year, although we have seen more 
cases emerging recently.  Our children 
and their families and carers have all 
been incredibly resilient and deserve 
their summer break! 

We are all looking forward to opening 
our doors and welcoming our current 
and new families back in September. In 
particular, we will be welcoming not 
only our reception children and their 
families, but also our first new cohort of 
children into our Nursery class, now 
that we have merged with Wheatley 
Pre-School, our Acorns Nursery, as we 
have decided to call it. If you or your 

family would like to know more about 
Acorns and provision for 2-4 year olds, 
please get in touch. We would love to 
show you around. 

You may also observe some works in 
the car park over the summer break, 
with a view to re-opening it so families 
can enter to drop their children off. 
There will be specially designated 
parking spaces for Staff and Visitors. We 
very much hope that this will relieve 
some of the congestion on the 
Littleworth Road. Safety is our primary 
concern and so we will be asking 
families that usually walk and enter the 
carpark from the school side, to enter 
through the main school gate and walk 
up past the Reception class. This area is 
being widened to allow this to happen 
smoothly. 

Wishing you all a wonderful summer. 

Year End             Wheatley CE Primary School 

Wheatley Windmill - Come and Visit! 

Sunday 14th August 14:00-18:00 

Sunday 11th September 14:00-18:00 

Sunday 9th October 14:00-17:00 

ADMISSIONS FREE | DONATIONS WELCOME 

More information: wheatleymill.co.uk 

Refreshments and souvenirs on sale 

Children under 13 must be accompanied by an adult 

Mrs Gillian Standing | Headteacher 

https://www.wheatleymill.co.uk
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WHEATLEY REFUGEE SUPPORT GROUP 
 

Some people have wondered why there are currently 2 refugee support groups 
in Wheatley and what each does – WRSG and Wheatley Ukrainian Refugee Co-
ordinating Group (WURCG). 

WRSG has been active since 2018. It is concerned for refugees and asylum-
seekers from all parts of the world. 

WURCG was set up in late February 2022 in immediate response to the war in 
Ukraine, to put into effect locally the government’s ‘Homes for Ukraine’ scheme. 
It involves several village groups and individuals, with a representative from 
Ukraine. Much support has come from Asylum Welcome and the District Council. 
The group assists hosts and refugees by signposting local services and advice, 
financial support, schools and child support, English classes, and social activities. 

If you’d like more information, or to volunteer your time or expertise, and 
especially if you’d like to offer a home under the ‘Homes for Ukraine’ scheme, 
please contact wheatleyukrainegroup@gmail.com. 

The response to the Ukraine crisis has shown one way that those forced to leave 
their homes by war and oppression can be received, given the will. Sadly, the 
numbers affected around the world continues to grow. 

For the autumn WRSG plans another clothes collection for Global Aid Network 
(Greece, Bosnia, and Ukraine) and food for Asylum Welcome for asylum seekers 
around Oxford. We continue to send appropriate items to Care4Calais (N. Europe 
and the UK). 

We also plan an international music evening for Oct/Nov. 

 

For the latest information please register for regular email updates at 
wheatleyrefugeegroup@gmail.com or go to WRSG Facebook page. 

Nick Vernede 

WHEATLEY CARE SCHEME IS IN NEED OF MORE VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 

If you can spare any time to transport Wheatley Holton & 

Littleworth residents to medical appointments.     

You will be reimbursed for your petrol cost. 

So, if you feel you can HELP us: 

Please contact Kath Lamont 01865 876609 

mailto:wheatleyukrainegroup@gmail.com
mailto:wheatleyrefugeegroup@gmail.com
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 Collection day is Monday unless * (B. Hol)  Which bins and other items? 

 Aug 8th & 22nd | Sep 5th & 19th  Green, brown, food & oil waste, textiles 

 Aug 1st, 15th & 30th | Sep 12th & 26th  Grey, food & oil waste, small electricals 

The winter bareroot season from November 
to March is mainly about planting trees and 
hedging, whereas our work in the summer is 
about controlling invasive weeds, 
maintenance, and repair.  

So, if you've visited The Howe recently 
you've probably seen our volunteers out 
fixing fences and pulling ragwort as well as 
mowing paths to ensure all of our spaces are 
accessible.  

If you've yet to discover The Howe then do 
come along - summer is an ideal time to take 
a walk through - the trees are full of birds 
feeding their chicks, there are wildflowers to 
spot and you'll see plenty of butterflies such 
as the Gatekeeper and the Meadow Brown, 
both of which you're unlikely to see in your 
own garden! 

 

 

Vacancy for a Trustee 

Are you interested in the nature and 
biodiversity? Do you have practical 
experience to share? We currently have a 
vacancy for a trustee. We meet 3-4 times a 
year to discuss land management issues as 
well as our work supporting local community 
initiatives. If you'd like to know more, please 
do get in touch. 

Wanted - Volunteers! 

Do you enjoy the outdoors? Would you like 
to get involved helping us with projects on 
the Howe? We are a friendly organisation 
and welcome all. Absolutely no experience 
necessary as you'll be guided by and work 
alongside an experienced volunteer. If you'd 
like to help, we'd love to hear from you. 

The Howe Trust 

Maggie Fyffe | Chair, Howe Trust 

SODC Waste Collections — August & September 2022 
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Local Governance:     

Oxfordshire County Council | 01865 792422 | oxfordshire.gov.uk 

County Councillor Tim Bearder | 07789 754727  | tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

District Councillor Alexandrine Kantor | 07581 745221 | alexandrine.kantor@southoxon.gov.uk 

South Oxfordshire DC | 01235 422422 | southoxon.gov.uk 

Planning Applications | 01235 422600 | planning@southoxon.gov.uk 

Wheatley Parish Council | 01865 875615 | clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Local information:     

Wheatley Post Office | 0845 722 3344 | Open Mon-Fri 09:00-17:30, Sat 09:00-13:00 

The Maple Tree (Children's Centre) | 01865 236700 | laura@mapletree.org.uk  

The Merry Bells Village Hall | 01865 872073 | merrybells.org.uk 

Howe Trust Allotment Assoc. | Secretary | Taff Morgan-Jones | 01865 874413 

Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 | wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Wheatley Park Sports Centre | 01865 872128 | better.org.uk/venues/park 

Wheatley Park School | 01865 872441 | wheatleypark.org 

Wheatley Primary School | 01865 872366 | wheatley.oxon.sch.uk 

Services:     

Police non-emergency | 101 | www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire | 03444 111 444 | caox.org.uk 

To report potholes, fly-tipping, broken paving, vandalism, etc. | fixmystreet.com 

OCC Family Information Service | 08452 262636 | fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

OCC Highways | 0845 310 1111 | highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Missed Bin Collection | 03000 610610 | admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk 

Bulky Household Waste Collection | 01235 422406 | waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk 

Housing | 01235 422422 | housing@southandvale.gov.uk 

GP Surgery, Morland House | 01865 872448 | morland-house.co.uk 

NHS Out of Hours Service | 111 | 111.nhs.uk 

Gas Emergency | 0800 111 999 | nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies 

National Power Cut Helpline | 105 | ssen.co.uk 

Burst pipe or leak | 0800 714 614 | thameswater.co.uk 

Floodline | 0345 988 1188 | gov.uk/check-flood-risk 

Transport:     

Oxfordshire Comet | 01865 323201 | oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet 

Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to hospital or GP surgery) | 07505 543750 

Arriva (280) Bus | 0344 800 4411 | arrivabus.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London) | 01865 785400 | brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk 

National Rail Enquiries | 03457 484950 | nationalrail.co.uk 

Key Contacts 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:alexandrine.kantor@southoxon.gov.uk
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/
mailto:planning@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:laura@mapletree.org.uk
http://merrybells.org.uk/
mailto:wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/south-oxfordshire/park
https://www.wheatleypark.org/
http://www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk/
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
https://www.caox.org.uk/
https://www.fixmystreet.com/
mailto:fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
mailto:waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:housing@southandvale.gov.uk
http://www.morland-house.co.uk/
https://111.nhs.uk/
https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies
https://www.ssen.co.uk/Home/
https://www.thameswater.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/public-transport/accessible-transport/bookable-transport
https://www.arrivabus.co.uk/
https://brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk/
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
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