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Reports for Wheatley Annual Parish Meeting  
11th April 2022 

 
Wheatley has an enviable number of voluntary and community-based organisations supporting 
the village and wider community. For this year’s reports we asked contributors to share three 
challenges or achievements within the last twelve months, along with three projects or 
challenges over the next twelve months. The reports from hose organisations that responded  
have been collated here: 
  

Maple Tree info@mapletree.org.uk , www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley and 
www.mapletree.org.uk , www.instagram.com/themapletreecentre Tel: 01865 236700 
 
Our successes and challenges over the past 12 months are  

Re-launching and expanding our programme of activities: During the pandemic, our 
building closed for almost 12 months and our services moved online. When we re-opened in 
April 2021, we embarked on a re-launch of our face-to-face sessions. Over the year, as 
restrictions eased, we gradually welcomed larger numbers of new and returning families to the 
Centre. Due to increased popularity and our ability to respond to the needs of the community, 
we are now running more sessions than we ever have before. We now run the following groups: 

 Messy Mondays: play and learn sensory/creative activities (10–11.30am) 
 Tuesday: Story and Rhyme Time - emphasis on communication and language (10–

11.30am) 
 Tuesday: Maple Babies – support for new parents during the first year (1-2pm) 
 Wednesday: Cruisers and Crawlers – for older babies aged 6-15 months (10-11am) 
 Wednesday: Maple Babies (1-2pm) 
 Thursday: Little Explorers – emphasis on physical development and numeracy (10-

11.30am) 
 Thursday: Forest Hill Village Hall – forging links in nearby villages (11-12pm) 
 Thursday: Twinnies – a support group for parents and carers with twins (2-3.30pm) 
 Friday: “Solitary Bee to Social Butterflies” – focus on personal, social, and emotional 
 development, communication, and language (10-11.30am) 
 Saturday: Family Fun – with a focus on understanding the world (monthly 10-11.30am) 

We continue to offer online activities for those unable to attend in person. We run regular First 
Aid courses and we have also started a Baby Massage course. For more details, please contact 
us. We are immensely proud of the way that we have re-built and expanded our programme of 
support to families in our community. 

Raising sufficient funds to remain a sustainable charity: The pandemic had an immediate 
effect on our finances. Achieving our targets remains a challenge at a time when many 
organisations are competing for funds. We were only in a position to be able to re-start our own 
fundraising events in summer 2021 and the cost of each session that we deliver has increased, 
due to increased cleaning costs, some restrictions on numbers of families for a period of time 
and now, increased energy prices. However, we are fortunate that, to date, we have managed 
to raise sufficient funds to keep the Centre running as a sustainable charity without using any of 
our reserves and we are thankful to Parish Councils, local organisations and individuals in the 
community who have supported us financially. 

Raising awareness and broadening our reach in the local area: We are delighted to have 
forged deeper links with nearby villages and other community groups during the past year, 
which has both increased the level of support that we are able to provide to families and 
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enabled us to strengthen our presence in the community. We run a weekly session in Forest Hill 
and, where our capacity has allowed, we have both led and supported events in Wheatley, 
Holton, Horspath and Great Milton. Our records show that families have attended the Centre 
from Oxford and Thame and as far afield as Chalgrove, Chinnor and Wallingford. We recently 
supported Afghan refugee families who were staying nearby, and we are very willing to work 
with local groups to support any Ukrainian families that come to live in the area. 

We have also partnered with other groups and organisations in the community to raise funds 
and provide mutual support. These include the Wheatley Society, Mill View Garden Centre, and 
the local Scout group. We are also involved in the Parish Council’s Wellbeing Committee. As a 
result, we believe that we have now become an established presence in the local area. 

Our plans/challenges for current year are  

To raise sufficient funds to continue to run our programme: With ever-increasing costs, 
raising enough money to keep the Centre open is a challenge each year. We will need to raise 
over £70,000 to keep the Centre running for the year and find ourselves competing for grant 
funding with a large number of other worthwhile causes, all of whom need funds. We aim to 
strengthen and further diversify our income streams in order to achieve our target. As well as 
grant applications to trusts, local organisations and Parish Councils, we aim to raise funds 
through donations from Centre users, our Friends of The Maple Tree scheme and by hiring out 
the Centre to professional organisations and private users. We plan to supplement these 
income streams with a programme of fundraising events throughout the year, including a Magic 
Show, Summer Fete, Grand Draw, and some sponsored events. 

To remain sustainable by increasing the engagement of local community members: This 
year, we hope to grow by increasing the engagement and involvement of local community 
members, which will enable us to broaden the programme that we can offer and also give us 
more capacity to raise vital funds for the Centre. 

We would like to involve more local people as trustees, advisors, and volunteers. We are 
especially keen to recruit trustees who have a particular skill set in business or fundraising and 
we are also seeking more volunteers to help with our sessions, working with young children 
alongside our dedicated staff team. We view this as vital for our long-term sustainability. We are 
also encouraging increased parental input and we are establishing a parent focus group, which 
meets every quarter to feedback ideas and suggestions about our programme, as well as input 
ideas and support for our fundraising programme. 

Garden improvement project: This year, we aim to complete our re-design of the Maple Tree 
Garden. Our outdoor space currently consists of a small, flat paved play area and a steep 
grassy slope. We intend to create a space accessible for young children to play and learn 
confidently outdoors all year round, by expanding and re-surfacing the play area and creating a 
pathway up the slope to another play area at the top, with a seating area for adults. Areas for 
growing and harvesting fruit and vegetables and wild growth areas will also provide hands-on 
opportunities for learning and developing a responsible and caring relationship with the natural 
world and the environment. This is a significant challenge, and we will need to raise sufficient 
funds in order to complete it (in addition to our core running costs). We have consulted with a 
garden design expert, and we are in discussions with local artists to create an artist’s 
impression of the garden, a mosaic, and a mural. It is hoped that the mosaic and mural will be 
worked on by local families and will become permanent features in the garden. 
We would also be grateful to hear from anyone with relevant expertise or interest in gardening 
who would be interested in assisting with the project or fundraising for it. 

The staff and trustees of the Maple Tree would like to extend a huge “thank you” to all the 
members of our local community who have supported us during the past 12 months. 
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Sustainable Wheatley https://sustainablewheatley.org 
 
Last year we said our main challenge for the next 12 months was (pandemic permitting) to 
expand our activities beyond our successful Swap shops and Fruit Picking, for which we felt we 
needed fresh input. 

Wendy Stanton took over as Chair of the Group to lead us into new waters. 

As a relatively small group, it is important that we link in with other organisations in the village 
and across the county and the new emphasis on this has already led to some successes. 

The formation of Wheatley’s Litter Crew, working with the Parish Council, has been very active 
in tackling the blight of litter around the village. Already nearly 20 people have joined the What’s 
App group alerting each other to issues and organising response. More members are always 
welcome – we can provide litter-pickers, bags, and hi-vi vests. 

Together with the Library, an event was held to recycle old mobile phones and tablets. Experts 
were on hand to clean the devices of all personal data and reset to factory defaults. 30 devices 
were cleaned, of which 13 were given to Crisis Skylight Oxford, a charity which supports the 
homeless in Oxford and the rest sent to recycling. 

The Wheatley Society and Sustainable Wheatley combined to bring back the pop-up refill shop, 
So Sustainable, to The Merry Bells, selling plastic-free wholefoods, cleaning products and 
beauty products, for three more visits. 

Over the next 12 months, we plan to build on the new events above as well as bring back the 
popular Swap shops and Fruit-picking. Many members continue to help the River Thame 
Conservation Board by taking regular samples of the water to monitor its quality. 

Discussions are going on with the Howe Trust Allotments to see how we can help expand their 
informal seed and plant exchange to a wider audience. 
 

Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan Committee  
www.wheatleyneighbourhood plan.co.uk 

1. Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan (WNP)/(Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan Review (WNPR) has 
routine agenda time at Wheatley Parish Council (WPC) monthly meetings. Almost always a 
report is made, brief or long, and discussion follows where needed. In this way, direct 
consultation between WNP/WNPR and WPC has been ongoing.   

2.The Wheatley Newsletter, published bi-monthly, is distributed to every home in  both Wheatley 
and Holton Parishes. Each edition carries a WNP Report, now to be known as the WNPR (WNP 
Review) Report. The latest was delivered 03 April 2022. 

3.A 15 months 'delay' due to COVID precautions took place between the WNP    Examination 
[February 2020] and the Referendum on Examined version of WNP [May 2021]. 

Referendum: 06 May 2021 

There was a. 42.7% electoral turnout for the Referendum with the following result:- 

In support of WNP 1359   and     Against WNP 189 

This result conferred on the WNP the status of being “made” 
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First Review of WNP (WNPR)   

With the SODC Local Plan LP2035 being adopted in December 2020 a review of the “made” 
WNP could now include the amendments to the Green Belt that the original version of the WNP 
had proposed prior to Examination as part of an Enhancement Proposal for the village. These 
amendments included Mobbs land (commercial development), Ms Tombs' Field (mixed 
housing, commercial and recreation) and housing beside the Bungalows Community area 
nearby ASDA. The WNPR also includes a Design Code and Policies for future development in 
the village. In accordance with Regulation 12 of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012 
the WNPR will be subject to a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). A scoping report for 
the SEA has been completed and submitted for consultation by the Regulatory Bodies (Historic 
England, Natural England, Environment Agency). This consultation is due to last until 6th May 
2022 whereupon the SEA will be completed. 

The next stage of the Review will be the availability of the WNPR and the SEA for a pre-
submission consultation which will be organised by the WPC. In parallel with this pre-
submission consultation a Basic Conditions Statement (BSC) will be prepared. Finally, on 
completion of this pre-submission consultation and any consequential updates to the WNPR the 
final version of the WNPR, together with standard statutory documents, will be submitted to 
SODC. 
 

Wheatley Playing Field Trust  
enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk or www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk 

In 2021, the Trust carried out improvements to the security of the playing field with the 
installation of both concrete and removable bollards to prevent any unauthorised access to the 
field. The Trust would like to thank South Oxfordshire District Council for their grant towards this 
scheme. Also, as part of the security works the Trust installed recorded CCTV around the 
pavilions. The Trust is registered with the ICO to keep the recordings for security purposes only. 

The Trust replaced the lights on the training pitch with LEDs to reduce its carbon footprint and 
now gives a more uniform light. 

Covid continued to have a severe impact on sport during 2021 and for a while the only 
permitted users of the field were the staff and students at Wheatley Park School. From March 
2021, other users returned to training strictly following Government and the various National 
Governing bodies of sport guidelines. Those users included Wheatley FC, Wheatley Oaks FC, 
and netball. All users registered with and obtained the NHS Covid app and were required to 
keep details of anyone attending sessions. There was a regime of cleaning and sanitising 
required to safeguard participants and to leave the facilities safe for others. 

Tennis nets went up after Easter for community use out of school hours and remained up until 
the end of August.  

Wheatley Youth Cricket Club was formed to deliver All Stars cricket for 5–8-year-olds which 
began in July.  

By the summer, with the pandemic precautions then largely unrestricted, plans were well 
underway for the next season. Wheatley FC fielded sides from U7 to U12 plus mini soccer. 
Ladies Over 30 football resumed early September and Wheatley Rugby Club was to celebrate 
its 50th anniversary, by far the longest running village sports club. Netball played through the 
summer and, with floodlights, continued into autumn. 

The Trust, as well as Wheatley Oaks FC and Wheatley Rugby Club, had tables at the Clubs 
and Societies Fair, held in St Mary’s Church in September. 
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Earlier this year, high winds damaged some of the trees and brought down branches 
particularly on the northern side of the playing field. This damage was promptly dealt with by the 
Trust and the ground maintenance team. Given the number of trees on the field, it was fortunate 
that so few were affected. 

Although there has been a phased return to play post Covid for the various sports, some of the 
local clubs are still struggling to start up again. Wheatley Playing Field Trust is fully supporting 
them during these challenging times. Covid continues to affect community sport, through fixture 
cancellations, but use of the fields for training and matches is still extremely high. 

The Trust is continuing to engage with the National Governing Bodies of sport with regards to 
seeking funding for a new pavilion at Holton. This Parish Council project is to replace the 
bottom pavilion which is now near end of life. 
 

Wheatley Primary School by Mrs Gill Standing (Head Teacher) and Mrs Sarah 
Marioni Chair of Resources Committee, Local Governing Body. 

This year has been about returning to some kind of normality - or as close as we can get. For 
us at Wheatley Primary School, this means doing everything we can to support our children and 
their families as they have returned to education. The full impact of the period in lockdown and 
the virus itself on young children are yet to be clearly understood and should not be 
underestimated. 

That said, we are optimistic! Our school community has shown how resilient it is and we take 
forward that resilience into everything we do. Our youngest children are catching up on what 
they missed in our purpose-built early years space; our oldest children recently enjoyed their 
outdoor adventure and activities residential – a rite of passage before secondary school and a 
wonderful opportunity to develop their confidence and independence.  

Our entire staffing body has worked together to underpin this, from our kitchen staff who 
prepare fantastic food and know the children by name, to all of our teaching colleagues who 
have supported each other and stepped in when illness has struck and of course all of our 
colleagues in support roles who are so essential to the smooth running of the school. We are 
enormously proud of you all. We have been well supported by our Local Governing Body 
throughout all of this. Thank you to the LGB. 

What have our successes been over the past 12 months? 

1.We have navigated a turbulent year well – in addition to the normal pressures that come with 
being a busy primary school, we managed covid and the pressures that this has placed on 
children, their families and teaching. We were commended by the Health & Safety Executive for 
our covid-prevention strategies. We kept the school open as much as we could and never had 
to shut because of staff capacity issues due to illness. 

2. Our school is growing – we have successfully negotiated a merger with the Wheatley Pre-
School, with whom we have long shared a site starting from 25th April. This is good news all 
round and means that we will be able to offer continuous provision to local families for their 2–
11-year-olds. There is much to be gained, from a teaching and pastoral perspective, from 
having the nursery class integrated into the school. 

3.We have continued to improve the school premises – we know there is a long way to go! We 
have made the school safer for our children and also are in a better position to protect the 
premises themselves. It is a difficult site to manage – designed originally for older children. It is 
expensive to maintain and not always as well designed for its current occupants as we would 
like. We are committed to continuing to make improvements, so it is more accessible and better 
serves the school and community.  
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What have our challenges been? 

1.Parking and traffic – we are very aware of the congestion that occurs on Littleworth Road and 
are committed to working with other stakeholders to improve it as part of a newly formed traffic 
group. We hope to be able to access funding to make improvements to our car park so that we 
can open it to parents and children again – safely – and so relieve some of the congestion. 
(This funding will be allocated by ODST, our Trust, and is for capital projects only). 

2. School field – many of you may be aware that this is a complex and protracted issue, with a 
long history. The field is also an amazing asset! Many people walk by and ask, ‘why is this field 
not better used?’ The answer is long, and boils down to funding, its status as green belt and the 
number of stakeholders. Funding the maintenance of the field is an on-going challenge and the 
pavilion has been deemed a hazard. We have not given up – our vision is a community facility 
(with space for the school field) managed by a Community Interest Organisation (or similar 
charitable body), offering sports space and facilities to the community. Realising this is going to 
take commitment and skills that we may not have – if you have energy to help us work on this – 
maybe you can offer pro bono legal advice for example - please get in touch.  

3. School finances – we are not unusual in that finances represent a challenge. Our School 
Business Manager does a fantastic job of keeping expenditure under control but unexpected 
events - such as having to deal with several fallen trees after the recent storms at a cost of 
£700 each – impact on our budget. As noted above, the school is old and not well adapted for 
modern use. We are mindful of managing the forecast increase in energy costs.  

What does the future look like? 

Our future is bright. The school is getting stronger and stronger, and we are well placed to 
continue to provide good quality education for our children. We are looking forward to: 

 The return of the school fête! Put Saturday June 18th in your diaries – it will be a super 
family day  

 Completing the merger with Wheatley Pre-School and welcoming those families and staff 
into our school 

 Our SIAMS church inspection due in the summer term, which is an opportunity to 
celebrate the Christian foundation and distinctiveness of our school 

 Welcoming another cohort of children into Early Years in September and giving them the 
best start in education 

 Bringing the provision of wrap-around care within the school – currently Cool Kids Club is 
run by a volunteer committee. We are in discussions with the Club about how we can best 
bring the club into the school to alleviate some of the risks. 

 Developing the community aspects of the school and its site and partnerships within the 
village. 

 

Wheatley Village Archive Michael Heaton 01865 425909 
michael@wheatleyarchive.org.uk www.wheatleyarchive.org.uk 
As readers of the Wheatley parish newsletter will know your Village Archive (WVA) has been 
busy in many ways throughout the various restrictions of lockdown with the donation of artefacts 
and help of many people in the village.  

Over the last 12 months our major successes at WVA are:  

 The launch of the Greater Heritage Walk (blue leaflet) following on from the success of 
the Heritage walk (green leaflet). This new, longer walk takes in a larger area to include 
the industrial background to Wheatley’s successes and has over 50 points of interest. 
Leaflets for both walks are available from dispensers around the village. 
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 A complete overhaul of the entire archive room which is reflected in over 1000 new 
additions to the WVA website and including links to YouTube where the plays by Mick 
Jones and the Wheatley Windmill restoration can be found – more to come! 
www.wheatleyarchive.org.uk  

 A complete evaluation of life just over 100 years ago through the many reminiscences of 
Wheatley residents resulting in a new book and a talk about the village from 1890-1910 

 
The exciting projects for the next year include: 

 The launch of the new book “Wheatley 1890-1910” with talks to local groups. 
 The move from our current premises in the Merry Bells to Wheatley Library where we will 

be more accessible for the  villagers at weekly drop-in ‘surgeries and your Village Archive 
will have greater exposure. 

 The installation of a window display of photos, and artefacts in the left-hand window of the 
Language School in the High Street. 

 

Wheatley WI Secretary wheatleywi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk www.wheatleywi.com/ 

During the year, our Zoom meetings were set up by our member, Lucy Collinson. These 
covered assorted topics, including several "show & tell" themed meetings where members 
spoke about items of special significance to them. Members felt this was a wonderful way to 
keep in touch.  
We are now back to meeting in person, in the Merry Bells on the third Tuesday of the month. 

Members of the Craft Club primarily made the Centenary wall hanging to celebrate 100 years of 
the WI in Wheatley. The hanging depicts various activities/interests of members over the course 
of a year and will  shortly be on permanent display in the Merry Bells. 

Goody bags were distributed to all members during the past two years. They were made up of 
assorted items depending on the season e.g., Christmas/Easter card; mince pie/hot cross bun; 
chocolate; quiz etc. plus a cream tea consisting of scone, jam, cream, and tea bag. All were 
much appreciated by members. 

 

Wheatley Windmill Preservation Society http://www.wheatleymill.co.uk/ 

Built around 1760 on the site of earlier Mills, Wheatley windmill is one of the very few remaining 
working stone tower windmills. Of the 100 or so windmills built in Oxfordshire only two remain 
that can grind corn and Wheatley is one. It features a rare octagonal shape and has the ability 
to rotate the direction of the sails through 360 degrees. 

The Preservation society spent many years restoring the Mill to its current condition and relies 
on donations and income from open days to maintain the fabric of the Mill. 

During the Covid pandemic, income has been severely reduced, but we did manage to hold 
three open days during the latter half of 2021.  

As many people will know, the Mill suffered considerable damage caused by the tornado that 
swept through the area on October 30, 2021, which has resulted in three of the four sails 
needing to be replaced. Insurance cover has paid for approximately half of the required work 
leaving the Society with the task of raising £25,000 to ensure that the Mill can be restored to 
working order. 

Applications were made to a large number of local and national charitable grant giving 
organisations, including the Parish Council, and thanks to the donations we received plus the 
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enormous generosity of local residents, we are now in a position to proceed with the repair work 
and hope that the Mil will be operating fully before the end of the year. 

Possibly the most significant development in the life of the Mill has been its acquisition by its 
new owner, Stuart Fassnidge. Mr Fassnidge is a local Milling enthusiast, and his purchase of 
the Mill has ensured that the work of the Preservation society and the wellbeing of the Mill, will 
continue for the near future and beyond. Improvements to the site have already been made with 
the construction of a new barn to house the portable Mill owned by Stuart and it is hoped other 
historical farm machinery can be added in the future. 

The Mill will, once again, be open to the public on the second Sunday of the month from May 
until October. We are always on the lookout for additional volunteers, particularly for open days 
and you can become a friend of the Mill by visiting our website or by filling in an application 
during one of our open days while having a cup tea and a piece of delicious cake. 

 


