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Purpose of Report
To inform Wheatley Parish Council of the proposal for its future burial provision

Background 
The current burial provision for the village of Wheatley is offered at St Mary’s Church, Church Road, Wheatley. 

Wheatley Parish Council have been notified by Reverend Hawkes that the burial ground is likely to reach its 

capacity within the next 12-18months, depending on the demand.

The current demand is between five and ten burials per year. Following the current trend cremated ashes are 

and will continue to be interned either in an existing grave, or in the cremated remains section of the burial 

ground.

The parish council are keen to investigate all options available to them and have tasked Cllr Gregory and Cllr 

Hood, along with the Clerk to investigate these. (WPC 4th Sept minute no 89) 

Legislation
Under the Local Government Act 1972 s 214 (2) local councils have the power, but no statutory duty to provide 

burial facilities. 

The parish council is also supported under s121 of the same Act to acquire or compulsory purchase land for the 

purpose of providing burial grounds.

Options
Option 1 – do nothing
There is no duty to provide burial ground and the parish council may choose not to take any further action.

In this instance St Mary’s Church will continue to offer burials for those with pre-purchased/family graves or for 

the internment of ashes. Parishioners could seek to be buried elsewhere in the district or be cremated.

Once classified as a closed churchyard (subject to Secretary of State approval), there is a responsibility on the 

local/district council to maintain the churchyard.

The parish council already support the current maintenance through an annual grant of £500 and will continue 

to work with the Parochial Church Council (PCC) on how best to maintain the churchyard for both visitors and 

wildlife. 

Benefits 

This option requires no further financial commitment, other than to support the ongoing maintenance of the 

burial ground.

Risks

Potential negative feedback or reputational damage should burial provision be withdrawn within the parish.
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Option 2 Expansion of existing provision (0.35 hectares)
The vicarage and its gardens back onto the existing churchyard, with established pathways and access gates. A 

proportion of this site (0.35 hectares) could be considered as an extension to the existing provision.

Reverend Hawkes has confirmed that the Diocese of Oxford’s Diocese and Parsonage Board have plans to utilise 

the land for housing to support its clergy. 

Benefits

Access to the site is already available.

With agreement from Diocese of Oxford the extension could be 

implemented in a short timeframe, maintaining burial provision for 

the next five to ten years.

Partnership working with PCC/Diocese of Oxford.

Risks

Legal advice would need to be sought on how best to progress this 

option (donation, purchase, compulsory purchase of land as 

required) 

This would be a short term solution (approx. ten years) and further 

investigations will be required to find a longer term solution. 

Relationships may become strained between the parish council 

and the PCC/Diocese of Oxford.

Option 3 Purchase of land
Due to the location, topography and development of Wheatley there are very few potential locations within the 

village. 

The Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan references the need for a new burial ground to be identified and councillors 

have gone further and identified four potential sites on the outskirts of the village.

The land should preferably have a medium soil; it should not be on a slope, but should be well drained but with 

no risk of contaminating underground water1. Outline planning permission and exploratory testing would be 

required.

Detailed desk and ground searches and testing would need to be undertaken on any agreed locations, with the 

approval of the current landowners, whilst any discussions took place on the sale/compulsory purchase of land.

At this stage we have not considered any private gardens and no direct contact has been made with individual 

landowners, with the exception of Wheatley Park School (to confirm land ownership)

  
1 Arnold Baker 33.13
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a. Old London Road (2.16 hectares)

A slightly sloping section of land within the parish, at the junction of Old London Rd and London Rd, surrounded 

on the north by the A40, east by agricultural land, south and west by Old London Road and Waterperry Road.

Taylor Wimpey have shown an interest in the site but has not made any formal planning applications. 

The emerging Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan states that “no new developments will be supported until a 

suitable site for an additional burial ground is identified and confirmed” 

Benefits

This option would provide a new burial facility in the east of the village, in a readily accessible location. 

This site allows for each access for funeral cortege, visitors and maintenance team without impacting on the 

village centre. The location is serviced by regular bus services, and has good pedestrian pathways for anyone 

travelling on foot.

Risks

The parish council would need to raise or identify funds in order to undertaken the necessary surveys and 

checks, purchase of the land and necessary grounds works.

Residents may not be in favour of living close to a burial ground
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b. Land near Holton, opposite A40 (0.45 hectres)

A flat section of land, owned by Oxfordshire County Council, outside the parish boundary at the perimeter of 

Wheatley Park School and Oxford Brookes University.

The land is currently leased to The River Learning Trust but left as grassland with trees screening the east, west 

and southern boundaries. 

Benefits

This option would provide a new burial facility in the north of the village, in a readily accessible location. 

There is good access from the A40 for vehicles and footpaths provide access for those walking to and from the 

village. A bus stop is a 5/10minute walk away, with regular services in and out of the village.

Risks

The parish council would need to raise or identify funds in order to undertaken the necessary surveys and 

checks, purchase of the land and necessary grounds works.

The location resides outside the parish boundary, which may have an impact on the demand for burials at the 

location. 
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c. Land adjacent to Wheatley Playing Fields, Holton (5.146 hectares)

An inclining area of grassland, owned by the Shotover Estate next to 

land already owned by the parish council, but within the 

neighbouring parish of Holton.

Benefits

A location to the north of the village, readily accessible from the 

A40 and village. Amenities should be available within the vicinity. 

Risks

Concerns have been raised over noise pollution from the A40.

Access roads to the site would be extensive. 

The natural incline and drainage may be problematic for creating 

burial plots, further investigation would be required.

d. Mrs Tomb’s Field (3.582 hectares)

A flat section of land lying to the east of the village and between the outlying industrial/commercial areas.

Benefits

Good access from the A40 along the London Rd

with footpaths and bus routes.

Amenities would be readily available.

Risks

New access would be required.

The closeness to the existing sewage works may 

cause concern.

A section of this land is earmarked in the 

emerging Neighbourhood Plan as suitable for 

exchange with the industrial area in Littleworth. 
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Other land considered
During this process other locations were investigated but discounted for the following reasons:

1. Littleworth Playing Fields - due to unsuitability for funeral cortege to access the site (Church Road, Littleworth 

Road)

2. Howe Trust land - due to unsuitability for funeral cortege to access the site (Church Road, Littleworth Road)

Joint working with St Mary’s Church
The parish council, Revered Hawkes and the PCC are keen to continue to develop their relationships to support 

residents and are to utilise material from the diocese to aid discussions on funeral planning. 

Communication
It is proposed that the decision made at this meeting will be communicated (with assistance from the PCC) to 

the wider community. A communication plan will be drawn up identifying how information will be shared.

Conclusion and recommendation
This report has highlighted all the options available to Wheatley Parish Council.

The Open Space Committee are recommending WPC begins further, detailed investigations into the suitability of 

land for a burial site at Wheatley Park School and at Miss Tomb’s Fields. 

To facilitate this work it is the intention of the Open Spaces Committee to make a request for a project fund of 

£5,000 to enable initial surveys to be undertaken. 

If in agreement we propose that work is undertaken to liaise with current land owners and planning officers and 

to identify contractors who are able to undertake the necessary surveys. 


