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WHEATLEY PARISH COUNCIL– FULL COUNCIL 05.11.2022 
ITEM 155 LOCAL PRODUCE MARKET 
Author:  (Clerk) Michelle Legg 
Strategic Goal: 1. To continue to support the village so it becomes a vibrant and 

sustainable community for everyone 
Strategic Aim: 1.1 work with others to improve and promote our village 
Legislation: Food Act 1984, s50 
Summary: Proposal for local produce market on 8th May 2023 

_________________________________________ 
 
Background 
The council have shown interest in and support the idea of a local produce market for Wheatley.  
This proposal has been put together in collaboration with the Clerk and Assistant Clerk, for a 
one-off event.  

Event details 
It is proposed that a local produce market would be organised for Monday 8th May 2023 (the 
additional bank holiday to celebrate the King’s coronation), in and around the Merry Bells and 
the High St. Set up would be from 8-10am, event opens 10-2, close down 2-3p.  

It is anticipated that a road closure would not be required at this time. 

Spaces would be allocated for approx. 9 stalls in the Merry Bells and approx. 5 outside the Merry 
Bells/High St. 
 
Stalls 

Priority would be given to Wheatley based businesses/organisations, but stalls could be 
allocated to others in the county. 

We would aim to attract businesses across food, drink, and horticulture (not an exhaustive list): 

Food Drink Horticulture 
Local farms/farm shops Distilleries Florists 
Chillies Breweries Natural beauty products 
Bakeries Vineyards Candles 
Chocolatiers   
Cakes   
Cheese companies   
Preserves   
Honey   
Fairtrade   
Tea/Coffee   

 
Stall holders would be expected to complete and return a booking/agreement form, based on the 
terms and conditions for the popular Christmas fair, (Appendix 1). They would be responsible for 
providing their own tables, gazebo, public liability insurance, TEN. Any food businesses would 
be expected to be food hygiene compliant.  

Other activities 
The event could also provide opportunities for local organisations to fundraise or raise their 
profile, as we could offer the opportunity to provide hot/cold refreshments in either the annexe or 
the coffee room, or hands on activities for children/adults.  
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With permission from the Merry Bells and Wheatley Library a couple of restored vehicles could 
be placed in the car park and an ice cream van could be sought.  

The council could also use this opportunity to engage with the community and potentially use the 
event as a method to consult with the community.  

Council resources 
As a one-off event it is proposed that the Clerk and Assistant Clerk would be working between 
8am-3pm, (bank holiday pay rates would apply) 

The planning and preparation would be carried out alongside current work commitments, from 
January 2023.   

The council would need to review its risk assessments, ensuring that all activities are covered. 
The council does not have a specific event insurance policy, but given conversations with them 
regarding previous events, it is not anticipated that more than 1,000 would attend, therefore this 
would be covered under normal council activities. 

Income and Expenditure  
Item Income Expenditure 
14 Stall holders £504 (inc of VAT)  
Additional activities/attractions £60  
   
Staff costs  £420 
Marketing and promotion  £150 
TOTAL £564 £570 

Future events 
It is hoped that the local produce market will be well supported by the community and organising 
a second event in August/September could be considered, followed by the Christmas Fair in 
November.  

If a more regular offering was to be considered, the council would need to review the resources 
available, so that there was no negative impact on the council’s day to day operations.  


