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WHEATLEY PARISH COUNCIL– FULL COUNCIL 05.12.2022 
ITEM 157– BUDGET PROPOSAL 
Author:  (Clerk) Michelle Legg 
Strategic Goal: Strategic Plan and Action Plan 
Strategic Aim: All 
Legislation: Local Government Finance Act 1992  
Summary: Council’s requirement to consider and approve its budget before 

setting its precept for coming year 

_________________________________________ 
 
Background 
The council acknowledges that the current cost of living crisis has impacted many in the 
community.  
With its Strategic Plan, Wheatley Parish Council aspires to improve its facilities, to expand its 
support for the community and to improve the lives of its residents. In order to deliver this the 
council must consider its budget before it considers the precept it levies on the council taxpayers 
of the village.  

Current financial situation 
As inflation rates continue to rise the council has seen increases in costs across fuel, equipment, 
and contractor services. With prudent financial agreements currently in place it has not had to 
address increased utility costs, however it is aware that some of these contracts will need to be 
renewed in 2024. 

In 2022-23, the council acknowledged the financial pressures being experienced as the country 
emerged from the covid-19 pandemic and it consciously decided not to increase the precept, 
however it declared that increases would be levied in 2023-24. 

In line with its strategic plan, the council’s committees have had opportunities to review their 
expenditure requirements, which were initially discussed at the council meeting in November, 
points raised at these meetings have been taken on board and incorporated into the budget 
being considered.  

Budget 2023-24 
The proposal being considered is a balanced budget, where the expenditure is matched by the 
expected income for the coming year, that includes a below inflation increase of 7.5%. 

The detailed budget sheet provides a breakdown of each expenditure area. It should be noted 
that many budget lines do remain at the 2022-23 levels, and 10% has been added to the key 
areas of grounds maintenance and grass cutting (contract for renewal for April 2023).  

The proposed budget includes a financial commitment to the introduction of a Youth Club, to 
support the younger members of the community and seed money for a new, long-awaited 
refurbishment of Church Road Rec.  

The majority of our income is received from the precept; however, a review of the newsletter 
advertising has been undertaken. Where advertising rates have remained the same for the last 
four years, it is proposed to increase these fees by 10% for 2023-24 but introducing reduced or 
free rates for community/fundraising events.   
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Staff costs

Utilities

Meeting and 
office costs

Professional 
fees and 
charges

Open Space 
Maintenance

Open Space 
Projects

Community

Grants 

Communication 
& engagement

Other costs

EXPENDITURE 2023-24 

NewsletterOpen Spaces

Grants and 
projects

Precept

Other income

INCOME 2023-24


