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WHEATLEY PARISH COUNCIL– FULL COUNCIL 06.02.2023 
ITEM 194– REPORT FROM WPFT RE: CONDITION OF EXISTING PAVILION 
Author:  Cllr Willmott 
Strategic Goal: 2. Celebrate and protect our environment, landscape, heritage and 

facilities. 
Strategic Aim: 2.4 Manage Parish council land, facilities and resources to a high 

standard. 
Legislation: Local Government Act 1972 (Miscellaneous provisions Act 1976 s19) 
Summary: Update regarding state of the existing pavilion.  

________________________________________                               _ 
 
Background 
On February 28th, it will be the 5th anniversary of the signing of the lease between the Trust and 
the Parish Council. The Trust was formed in 2015, gained charitable status in July and took over 
the maintenance and management of the playing field on September 1st that year. This followed 
the termination of the joint user agreement with OCC that had lasted for 42 years. 
 
As has been reported to the Council at its meetings, the bottom pavilion, which was opened in 
1982, is at end of life. Since 2010, there have been several schemes to replace this pavilion, 
culminating with the engagement of Sports Clubhouses who produced a design cost report 12 
months ago. 
 
It has been fortunate that, over the past 7 years, there have not been prolonged spells of very low 
temperatures as has happened this winter. In the distant past the pavilions had suffered burst 
pipes, flooding etc. This winter, though, has seen extremely cold weather which has resulted in 
further deterioration of the condition of the bottom pavilion. 
 
In the very cold spell, before Christmas, the pavilions’ pipework began freezing up owing to 
overnight temperatures of -9C and the daytime temperatures staying below freezing. On Monday 
night of January 16th, the temperature dropped to -7C. Fortunately, the next day, easing of some 
of pipes got enough water running to free others. The net result was that the boilers in both 
pavilions and the clubhouse have had to be left on and running 24 hours a day at significant cost. 
As a result of this continuing cold weather, considerable time and effort has had to be spent daily 
ensuring there were no further blockages forming in the pipes. This was not enough to prevent 
freezing up again on Saturday night, 21st January (-7C) and 2 hours of effort the next morning 
was needed to get water flowing without obvious residual damage. 
 
The heating in the top pavilion works in as much as the pipes get hot and eventually the changing 
rooms become warm. The heating in the bottom pavilion has effectively ceased to function. Some 
pipes do get warm but radiators in key areas such as toilets do not. It does not help that the 
changing room radiators were, in the past, boxed in and since then have not been serviced. Even 
if working, they would now have little effect. Also, most of the pipes in the roof spaces and above 
the ceilings in both pavilions are uninsulated.  
 
In addition, the recent heavy rain two weeks ago saw water leaking through the end wall in the 
bottom pavilion where some concrete capping has fallen away. The wind driven rain penetrated 
enough to flood the football store and entrance. Even though several thousand pounds was spent 
on repairing the roof two years ago, the prolonged cold weather has seen old damage reopen 
and leaks start to rot the loft floor. 
 
Images have been supplied (on pages 2-4 

Budget 2023-24 
There is £3,000 available in the council’s budget for 2022-23.  



Page 2 of 3 
 

   

Evidence of flooding 1 

    

 



Page 3 of 3 
 

 

 


