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WHEATLEY NEWSLETTER 
 

The Parish Office, The Merry Bells, 89 High Street, Wheatley 0X33 1XP. 
Telephone and Fax: (01865) 875615 

Email: clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Editor: Annette Richards, Publisher: Wheatley Parish Council  

e-mail: newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Distribution Organiser: Christine Vernede (01865) 873335 

Distributed by a team of volunteers to all addresses in Wheatley and Holton. 
Also available by post or email on subscription outside the distribution area. 

Ask for details. 

Cover picture: Olympic silver medallist rower, Frances Houghton, opening the new 
Wheatley Post Office with Postmaster Neil MacCormack.  See the History File on p18 for 
more about our Posties! If anyone has photos of the village or events (past or present) we 
would love to put them on the front cover 

The Wheatley Newsletter welcomes contributions and advertisements from 
everyone in the two parishes and from businesses and organisations serving 
Wheatley and District.  News and reports from village organisations are particularly 

welcome but contentious issues or articles promoting personal causes should be avoided – 
the Editor reserves the right not to print items and to edit items submitted for publication.   

The views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Parish Council or 
Editor, and no liability can be accepted for any errors or omissions, although we will publish 
corrections. 

The deadline for the June-July edition is Saturday 13th May 2017.  Contributions (max. 

250 words) to the Parish Office, preferably by email with a Word attachment to 
newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

ADVERTISING 

New adverts can only be included when existing adverts drop out.  Adverts cost £25 & £35 
inc. of VAT per edition, respectively for quarter and half pages.   

Quarter page max. size: 9 cm high by 6 cm wide or 5 cm high by 12.5 cm wide.  Half page 
max. size: 9 cm high by 12.5 cm wide. Preferably in jpeg format.  Full page adverts no 
longer accepted. 

mailto:newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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CHAIR'S COLUMN 
Anne Davies 

A lot has been happening in the Parish Council during the first quarter of the year.  
Following Gareth Morris’s departure as Clerk, the Councillors have done their 
best to keep the office ticking along and maintain the public opening hours.  Only 
possible of course with added hours and support from the Assistant Clerk, 
Annette Richards. Thank you, Annette! 

On that theme, I am delighted to announce the appointment of Michelle Legg as 
the new Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer.  A Horspath resident, Michelle 
comes to us from a career to date in various roles at Oxford City Council.  With 
that background as well as activities with the PTA and other local causes, she is 
perfectly placed to manage the Wheatley Parish Office, and keep the Councillors 
in line!  Michelle’s first day will be April 4th.  Please pop in and say ‘Hello’. 

There is also a lot going to be happening in the coming months, as you will see 
from the following individual reports: 

• The High Street improvement group held a very successful exhibition to 
elicit the views of the village and will be moving forward with the 
recommendations 

• A group has been formed to start the project to replace the sports 
pavilions at the Holton playing fields  

• The Neighbourhood Plan will be going to public consultation 

• Following a successful bid to Oxfordshire County Council for funding, the 
Friends of the Maple Tree Children’s Centre will be rallying volunteers 
and support to reopen this valuable community asset 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held at Wheatley Primary School on 
Wednesday 3rd May at 7pm. It is a different format this year with a 
community groups fair and a panel for Q&A.  More information will be on the 
noticeboards and parish council website wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk nearer the 
time. This is a great opportunity to come along and hear about some of the 
numerous groups and activities taking place in the village. 

**There is a vacancy for a Parish Councillor.  If you are interested in becoming 
involved, please ask in the Parish Office for details or feel free to email me at  
chair@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk** 

Dates for your Diary - Parish Council Meetings start at 7.30pm 

Wednesday 12th April  Planning Committee Parish Office 

Monday 24th April F&GP Committee Merry Bells Coffee Rm 

Monday 8th May Parish Council Merry Bells Hall 

Wednesday 10th May Planning Committee Parish Office 

Monday 15th May F&GP Committee Merry Bells Coffee Rm 

http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:chair@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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ASSISTANT CLERK'S COLUMN 
Annette Richards 

I promised a resident of Orchard Close that I would mention the dog mess that is 
regularly left just inside the Orchard Close end of the footpath that runs from Orchard 
Close to Crown Road. I know most dog-owners are very conscientious about clearing 
up after their pet and it is a great shame that a minority continue to not to be. Please, 
if you are that dog owner, consider other people and clear up after your pet!!  

As a dog owner, you have a legal duty to clean up every time your dog messes in a 
public place. Police Community Support Officers (PSCOs), acting on behalf of South 
Oxfordshire District Council, can now issue Fixed Penalty Notices of up to £80 to 
anyone over the age of 18 for allowing a dog to foul on a pavement but not picking it 
up. As a result of previous suspects trying to convince PSCOs that the offending mess 
belonged to a cat, PSCOs will attend special training courses to tell the difference 
between cat and dog mess. This will start on the first Saturday in April. 

On a different topic, the County Council elections will be held on 4th May. At the last 
General Election, there was concern about the large number of tellers and their 
conduct that was felt by some residents to be intimidating. (Tellers are usually 
volunteers for campaigners, election agents or candidates who stand outside polling 
places to record the electoral numbers of electors who have voted.)  

There are guidelines for tellers to abide by (see: www.electoralcommission.org.uk). If 
you feel they are not abiding by these or if you feel intimidated by them in any way 
when you go to vote, then please complain to the staff inside the polling station and 

request that they contact the Presiding Officer who has the power to keep order at 
the polling station with assistance from the police if required. 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/
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OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
Anne Purse - County Councillor Wheatley Division 

A year ago, we thought we were facing the end of the Maple Tree Children’s 
Centre. However, the County Council, although withdrawing financial support for 
all such Centres, agreed to give grants if local people rallied round and raised 
funds to keep the centres open as local initiatives. It has been a most heartening 
experience for me to be the chair of the group of Wheatley people dedicated to 
saving the Maple Tree and to share in this important work.  

We have recently heard that we have been successful in getting the County grant, 
and we also have money from a number of local Parish Councils (very special 
thanks are due to Wheatley Parish Council who have given a grant of £10,000 for 
this first year) and now we really are in a place where we hardly dared hope we 
could be. We can at last say that the Maple Tree will open again as a locally 
funded Children’s Centre.  

Twenty-four years ago in May 1993, I was elected as your County Councillor and 
I have been lucky enough to hold that job until now. It has been a huge honour, 
and a very fulfilling and enjoyable experience to have served so long as 
Councillor for this lovely and vibrant part of Oxfordshire that makes up Wheatley 
Division. I have also been very fortunate in that I was chosen to be Chairman of 
the County Council a few years ago.  

But it is time now for me to consider the future, and I will not be seeking re-
election in May. I need to tame my garden, go to the theatre more, re-connect 
with friends, have more holidays, cuddle my dogs, cat, and of course 
grandchildren more, and maybe even just be a little less serious and have a bit 
more fun! Please accept my very sincere thanks for all your friendship and 
kindness. I hope I have worked hard enough on your behalf to have deserved 
such wonderful support. Thank you very sincerely. 

Please contact me regarding any county matter before 4th May on 07787 885717 

or email anne.purse@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

 

mailto:anne.purse@oxfordshire.gov.uk


7 
 

 

 



8 
 

SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Toby Newman - District Councillor 

As I’m sure you will have all seen in the press, South Oxfordshire District Council 
and The Vale of White Horse are currently in discussions with Oxfordshire CC on 
the question of a Unitary Authority and this resulted on the publication of the 
‘Better Oxfordshire Proposal’. By the time this newsletter has been printed we 
expect the proposal to have been submitted to the Secretary of State for his 
consideration. You can read the full proposal: A new council for a Better 
Oxfordshire at: www.betteroxfordshire.org There will be much more information in 
coming months and we will be passing this on to you through the various 
communications channels available. 

Neighbourhood Planning Update 
The Neighbourhood Plan team are continuing to dedicate an enormous amount of 
time in preparing the draft neighbourhood plan, based upon the result of the various 
public consultations. Please keep an eye out for John Fox’s communications 
regarding progress and next steps. 

South Local Plan 2033 
The Second Preferred Options consultation for South Local Plan 2033 is 
scheduled to commence at the end of March 2017. The slight delay from the last 
update is to ensure we have the most robust evidence available to support the 
consultation – particularly for infrastructure. It will take the form of a full Draft 
Local Plan to include development management. 

Communications 
Another quick reminder that we are keen to improve communications with 
residents. The newsletter, South News, is published every two months. It keeps 
residents in touch with the news from the council, including the latest on planning 
and housing in South Oxfordshire, as well as recycling collections, events at our 
leisure centres and the Cornerstone Arts Centre in Didcot. To receive South 
News visit: www.southoxon.gov.uk/southnews 

If you do wish to speak with me regarding any matter, I hold a surgery, along with 
County Councillor Anne Purse, on the second Saturday of the month at 10:30am 
in the Parish Office.  You can also call me on 01865 872239 or preferably email 
me at toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk 

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE – HIGH STREET, WHEATLEY 

Thames Water will be temporarily closing the section of the High Street where the 
post office and shops are to put in a new water main connection. This will be from 
10th April for 5 days. 

Access will remain for residents and emergency vehicles at all times. The High 
Street shops will be open for business as usual. Thames Water will display signs 
in advance of the work starting to inform road-users about the closure. 

http://www.betteroxfordshire.org/
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/southnews
mailto:toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk
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THE WHEATLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REPORT 
John Fox, Chairman 

The first version of the Draft Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan was accepted by the 
WNP Committee on 22 February. It was sent to SODC (27 Feb.) for them to 
check with public bodies and to sharpen the wording of Policies. WNP reps met 
SODC officers on 6 March. It is a milestone moment to place something solid on 
the table after 14 months. The village 'community spirit' which so many people tell 
us about, has given huge practical and moral support to the WNP Committee.   

After volunteers fetched and carried the Community Survey, August-September, 
we had to wait until late October for the professional analysis. In November, we 
started drafting the WNP. Four 'ambassadors' from Holton were warmly welcomed 
to our Project Team of eight WNP Committee members. After 7 'workshops' 
totalling 25 hours, November – February, we produced the first Draft. It represents 
the community's views which we have heard throughout 2016, its wishes and its 
needs in housing development and in improving the neighbourhood. We framed 
Polices and Strategies to help realise those wishes and meet those needs.  

In a few weeks' time when SODC have finished with it, we will publish it for your 
comment. However, from 29 March, SODC are repeating their 'Preferred Sites 
Consultation' of 2016 in a new version, which means more proposals. 
wheatleyneighbourhoodplan.co.uk 

 

 

http://www.wheatleyneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/
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HIGH STREET IMPROVEMENT 
Tim Davies on behalf of the Advisory Group 

On Saturday 18th February, an Exhibition was held in the Merry Bells for residents 
to comment on the various proposals to improve the area around the shops – the 
Village Square.  Over 200 people attended and nearly 170 questionnaires have 
been returned.  These are currently being collated and analysed for a detailed 
review in April. The results will then be presented to the Parish Council with 
recommendations for the next phase. 

The Exhibition detailed plans of how the area could be enhanced with tree 
plantings, design features to make it a communal centre including seating, 
murals, information and generally sympathetic aesthetic features.  The retailers, 
who are so important to the village, would like maximise parking and this 
requirement will need to be balanced with the communal features. To help in this 
process a study of parking is being carried out by the Neighbourhood Plan group. 
The other initiative is the “Wake Up to Wheatley” promotion which was 
enthusiastically embraced at the Exhibition. 

It is hoped that the results of the questionnaires will enable the Advisory Group to 
develop plans and seek donations to help meet the costs of improvements.  
There are a number of hurdles to be overcome including planning approvals and 
possibly permission from the Highways Department of the County Council.  Your 
input is important so please send in your thoughts and attend the next Parish 
Council meeting. 
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CAN YOU HELP THE FRIENDS OF THE MAPLE TREE 
TO SUPPORT LOCAL CHILDREN & FAMILIES? 

The Friends of the Maple Tree are a group of local 
volunteers who are committed to continuing the support of 
local children and their families previously provided by The 
Maple Tree children's centre. 

We have been awarded a County Council grant of £30,000 towards the cost of 
running our Children’s Centre for the next 3 years. 

The activities we hope to provide are Bumps to Babies sessions (pregnancy to 
walking), Stay and Play sessions (for under 5s), Maple Tree ‘on tour’ (visits to nearby 
parishes), Sling and Buggy walks and Saturdads (Saturday sessions for Dads and 
Grandads).   

The cost of these activities is £260,000 over 3 years so we are looking to raise extra 
funds however we can. 

We are also seeking volunteers to help us. There are a number of roles on offer, 
both hands-on and organisational, including: 

· Supporting families at our sessions 
· Finance/treasurer 
· Fundraising 
· Admin 
· Marketing 
· Web/digital communications 
· Early learning and child development  
· Minor repairs and maintenance 

These roles will be for only 1 or 2 hours per week or less. They will include training 
and will be family friendly. They would suit parents, grandparents, young people, 
retirees or anyone interested in helping local families whilst learning new skills. In due 
course we hope to be advertising paid roles.  

There will be an open ‘Drop-In’ Session for anyone who wants to know more or get 
involved: 9.30am –11:30am, 26th April at the Maple Tree Children’s Centre, 
Littleworth Road, Wheatley, OX33 1PH. For more information please contact: 

Cllr Anne Purse: anne.purse@oxfordshire.gov.uk, Tel:  01865 351404 
Chris Sewell: sewellfam@ntlworld.com, Tel: 01865 423966,  
Vicky Job: vickystar21@icloud.com 

 

mailto:anne.purse@oxfordshire.gov.uk
tel:01865%20351%20404
mailto:sewellfam@ntlworld.com
tel:01865%C2%A0423966
mailto:vickystar21@icloud.com
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NEW AFFORDABLE HOMES BEING BUILT FOR LOCAL PEOPLE 
Jan Phillips, Housing Development Officer 
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils 

Construction started in January 2017 on the development of affordable homes on a 
site in London Road. These new homes will be available to rent and on a shared 
ownership (part buy, part rent) basis and will consist of: 

Rented Homes Shared Ownership Homes 

10 x 1 bed flats 8 x 2 bed houses 

12 x 2 bed houses 2 x 3 bed houses 

4 x 3 bed houses  

2 x 4 bed houses  

These new homes are being built by Taylor Wimpey for Soha Housing and will be 
available by June 2018. Priority for allocation of these properties will be given to 
people with a strong local connection to Wheatley and Holton.  As such, it is very 
important that anyone who would like to be considered for one of these homes is 
either currently living in Wheatley or has a strong connection to the village and makes 
sure that they have registered on South Oxfordshire District Council’s housing 
register.  For anyone who is interested in a home on this scheme, the level of local 
connection that is needed will be: 

• Where the applicant(s) have lived in the parish for five years out of the 
last eight and are currently resident there. 

• Where the applicant(s) had previously lived in the parish for at least five 
years and their parents or children still live there and have done for at 
least ten years. 

All of the homes for rent will be made available through the Choice Based Lettings 
Scheme and only those people who are on the Housing Register will be able to put in 
a bid for these properties when they are 
advertised. Different conditions may apply 
for shared ownership.  For anyone who is 
already registered, now is the time to check 
that your application is up to date and still 
‘active’. 

Councillor Gillespie remarked that it was 
great that a new development in Wheatley 
was going to meet the needs of local 
residents.  None of this would have been 
possible without the support from Wheatley 
Parish Council. 

To apply online to join the Housing Register 
please visit: www.southoxfordshirehomechoice.org.uk  

If you have any difficulty registering or would like to check on your application, please 
contact Housing Advice on 01235 422 422 and they will be able to help you. 

Taylor Wimpey, Councillor Gillespie and Soha Housing 

at the construction site in London Road 

http://www.southoxfordshirehomechoice.org.uk/
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THE HISTORY FILE: THE 'POSTIES' 
John Fox 

At the new Post Office celebration in January, Neil, our Postmaster, led the toast: 
'To Wheatley's Postmen and Postwomen!' Warm applause followed. Ten 'Posties' 
cover the village on their 'Walks' (not 'Beats', or 'Rounds', but Ian C. makes 
London Rd his 'Run'!)  They 
and six red vans are light 
years from the ponies and 
Penny Farthings the first 
Letter Carriers and Postboys 
rode to deliver mail brought in 
by coach. They carried a bell 
and wore a red tunic. The 
mailcoach-and-four with its 
armed Guard sitting on the 
mailbox 'boot' appeared about 
1780.  His post-horn warned 
waggoners and tollgate-
keepers to let the King's Mail 
pass.  Fresh horses at 
Stokenchurch, a meal at 
Tetsworth, an 8-mph dash to 
Wheatley to drop and collect at 
The Crown and Posting Office, was an easy lap.  The crawl up Shotover Hill (Old 
Rd), even with a 'cockhorse', was grim. In 1791, that 'old road' was de-turnpiked. 
Crown Tap now extended The Crown to Backside (now Church Rd). Coaches 

collected mail from The Tap, 
turned up Crown Tap Lane 
(now unnamed) to London 
Rd and west for Shotover 
Valley and Headington.  A 
'universal' Penny Stamp 
came in 1840 and steam 
took over from turnpike 
roads. Telegraph poles 
stalked the railway lines to 
wire up every community. 
Wheatley's new thatched 

P.O. at the end of Station Rd, became its Post and Telegraph Office (P.T.O). 
Trains brought and took parcels and mail daily and wires ticker-taped telegrams. 
In 1926 the P.T.O. bowed out after 60 years, but its 'cosy' successor served us 
another 90 years.  Ad multos annos and thanks to Wheatley's fourth P.O. and to 
its 'Posties'. 

 

 

Mail coach, Wheatley Bridge, 1843, Great Milton Archive 

Crown Tap, Treelined track from Crown, c.1830, Bodleian Library 
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WHEATLEY MAY DAY CELEBRATIONS - MONDAY 1ST MAY  
Gareth Morris on behalf of the Mayday Committee 

On Monday 1st May, the 42nd Mayday procession and maypole dancing, of the 
modern era, will take place.  

Back in the late 19th/early 20th centuries Wheatley was probably unusual in so much 
as the school children didn't have a May Queen & King and do maypole dancing but 
rather they elected a Lord and Lady of the Garland, made hooped Garlands of flowers 
and went to show them to the big houses and farms in return for money. They then 
returned to school and bought provisions for a tea party. 

In 1976 Mr John Drake, with others, reinstated the event and added maypole dancing 
by the primary school. This has now been running each year since.  

So, at 10am on Monday 1st May we will assemble at Crown Square to crown the Lord 
& Lady of the Garland (by a secret local celebrity) and sing the Wheatley May Song. 
There will then be a procession along the High Street, up through the SODC car park 
and then along Church Road to Church Road Recreation Ground for the Maypole 
dancing, the Wheatley Swiss Roll dance and finally dancing for all. 

Road closures will be in operation for short periods between 10am and 10.30am so 
please be patient if you are delayed. See you there! 

WHEATLEY WI www.wheatleywi.com 
Joyce Coveley 

2017 started with the surprise resignation of the president and secretary from 
Wheatley WI. For personal reasons, they had both decided to join another W.I. from 
January 2017.  As they were no longer members of Wheatley, they could not continue 
as officers (an unintended consequence of their decision). Fortunately, Jan Walsh, 
Vice President, and Stephanie Brooklyn, deputy secretary, were able and willing to 
step in and fill the gaps, at least till the AGM in March.  They have faced a steep 
learning curve but have done really well in the circumstances.  This news, 
understandably, rather dominated the January meeting, though members later had the 
opportunity to hear from Sara Fletcher about the Harrell Research Complex. 

The February meeting started seriously with a most interesting and informative talk 
from Pip Dingle about the Maggie’s Centre at the Churchill Hospital, which is our 
charity for this year.  Few of us knew about Maggie's, which started 20 years ago in 
Edinburgh and has now spread nationwide. Each centre is locally designed and aims 
to be a “home from home” for those with a cancer diagnosis and their families, giving 
practical, emotional and financial support for as long as needed.   

On a lighter note, the rest of the evening saw members indulging in tasting a variety of 
puddings from cheesecake, via chocolate tart to Mars Bar cream, with recipes 
available for those tempted to make their own. 

On April 18th Cyril Mannion will talk about Airline Command.  Visitors are always 
welcome, 7.15pm at the Merry Bells. 

 

http://www.wheatleywi.com/
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WHEATLEY LIBRARY 
Wendy Stanton, Library Manager 

A few reviews from our library users:   

“The library is fabulous – beautiful building, brilliant staff and good books – so grateful 
it is in this village” 

“It is a real treat to come here. The staff are so friendly, helpful and patient both here 
and on the phone.” 

 “What I like about the library is you can get different books from different libraries and 
there is always a lot to choose from.” 

“The library is a sanctuary! It’s a place for the whole family. There is nothing better 
than finding a really good book to settle down with” 

“The computers have become a necessity having no internet at home.  It is a very 
good environment to work.” 

“What is fabulous about this library is that I can choose a particular book or I can be 
inspired to read something completely random. Libraries are very precious and let 
everyone learn, read, educate and enjoy themselves in a book!” 

“It’s a great library with books for all ages.  We come every Thursday for storytime and 
craft.” 

“I’ve always loved the atmosphere in libraries; Wheatley Library is no exception.  Staff 
are very friendly and it’s good to see so many enthusiastic children.” 

Come along and find out what you love about Wheatley Library! 

SAFE & WELL VISITS FROM OXFORDSHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE 
Lucy Bates, Marketing and Campaigns Officer 

Did you know that Oxfordshire County Council’s Fire and Rescue Service offer free 
Safe and Well Visits? Our firefighters will visit you at home to see what they can do to 
help you reduce the risk of fire. 

What does a visit cover? It combines a Home Safety Check to help reduce the risk of 
fire in your home, such as checking and fitting smoke alarms and helping you make a 
fire escape plan. Our firefighters are able to provide advice and support to reduce any 
immediate risk from falls, fire, flood, power cuts and also offer health and crime 
prevention advice too. 

You can request a visit online at www.365alive.co.uk/safewell or call our Community 
Safety Helpline on 08000 325 999. If a loved one or friend would benefit from a visit, 
please let them know about our Safe and Well visits.  

http://www.365alive.co.uk/safewell
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MACMILLAN MAMMOTH QUIZ 
Dorothy Bell 

The ninth Macmillan Mammoth Quiz was held in the Merry Bells on Friday 24th 
February.104 people took part and the total amount raised was £1,381, a cheque for 
which has been sent to Macmillan Cancer Support.  

I am told a good time was had by all and my thanks go to everyone who signed the 
card wishing me well. I am sorry I was not able to be there but I was well represented 
by my husband Roger, as scorer, and three other members of my immediate family 

who were on the winning team.  

JOSEPH AND HIS AMAZING TECHNICOLOUR DREAMCOAT 
Ruth Burdett 

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s hit musical Joseph and His Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat 
will be staged at St Mary’s Church, Wheatley, at the end of April. Packed full of 
memorable numbers such as Any Dream Will Do and Close Every Door, the show 
features the same production team as the very successful Godspell in 2015 and is 
backed by the Wheatley Community Choir. 

The clash between Joseph and his jealous brothers sees him sold into slavery to a 
bunch of hairy Ishmaelites. Later, the wealthy billionaire Potiphar discovers what his 
wife and Joseph have got up to and throws our hero into jail. How will he ever 
escape? Dreams of famine, Go-Go dancers, a show stopping Rock’n’Roll hit from an 
anxious Pharaoh, catchy tunes and a backing chorus of some fifty voices promise to 
make this a ‘must see’ event, suitable for everyone from six to ninety-seven. 

Performances of ‘Joseph’ are on Thursday 27th, Friday 28th and Saturday 29th April 
at 7.30pm, with a matinee on Saturday 29th at 2.30pm. Tickets may be obtained by 
email (joseph.wheatley2017@gmail.com), by phone (01865 872262), or from 
members of the cast. 

 

mailto:joseph.wheatley2017@gmail.com
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THE MERRY BELLS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Tim Blightman 

The AGM of The Merry Bells Management Committee will take place at 7pm on 
Thursday 4th May in the Coffee Room at The Merry Bells. 

The Merry Bells is a Charitable Trust and the trust deed requires that 5 residents 
of Wheatley are elected to the Committee at the AGM. The Committee also has 
representatives of various user groups and can additionally co-opt a further 2 
members. 

The role of the Committee is to manage the running of The Merry Bells for the 
benefit of all Wheatley residents. 

The Committee is open to new ideas and initiatives and if anyone is interested in 
joining us, then please get in touch with any of the Committee members (whose 
names are displayed on the notice board outside the building) before the AGM. 
We are particularly anxious to hear from anyone who would like to take on the 
role of Secretary to the Committee, which largely involves issuing the Agenda and 
Minutes of the meetings and dealing with correspondence.  

All residents of Wheatley are entitled to attend and vote at the AGM and we look 
forward to seeing you there. 
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WHEATLEY FILM CLUB 
Peter Bayliss 

Looking for a night out at the pictures, but not keen to go 
into town? Then come and join Wheatley Film Club at the 
Fire Station. 

We are a sociable club that brings recent popular films to the big screen in the 
heart of the village. With top quality Blu-ray projection, and the latest in surround 
sound we are able to provide members with the experience of the multiplex within 
walking distance, at a fraction of the price, while supporting the Fire Fighters 
Charity. 

Recent attractions have included Oscar winners like The King’s Speech, Chariots 
of Fire and Twelve Years a Slave, and the next screening on 18th May at 7.30pm 
will be the hilarious Woody Allen classic, Hannah and Her Sisters.  

For more information see our website www.wheatleyfilmclub,org, or email 
info@wheatleyfilmclub.org 

GO ACTIVE GOLD 
Conor Grogan 

Activities focused on people 60+, all levels of ability catered for. 

• Zumba Gold, Mondays 11.35am - 12.35pm, £5, Horspath 
Village Hall 

• Strength & Balance, Tuesdays 11am - 12 noon, £4, Horspath Village Hall 

• Nordic Walking, Wednesdays 2.30-3.30pm, Free, Meet outside Horspath 
Village Hall 

• Table Tennis, Fridays 10am - 12 noon, Wheatley Park Sports Centre 

 

 

mailto:info@wheatleyfilmclub.org
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SUSTAINABLE WHEATLEY 
Tim Blightman 

If you are having a clear out and can’t make the next Swapshop in the village on 
22nd April, there are others that run in Headington, including one run by Orinoco 
Scrapstore on the second Saturday of every month. 

Orinoco is a charity who say its mission is to banish boredom and is one of many 
scrapstores up and down the country which accepts donations from both 
businesses and individuals. It is always on the lookout for bulk quantities of fabric, 
paper, plastics, craft and arts resources. It also takes things like wallpaper, 
sewing stuff and old tools. You can email or call if you’re not sure whether what 
you have is useful to them. Apart from the Swapshop at other times it also sells its 
stock for art, crafts, play and creative projects including DIY and gardening. 

Throughout this year, Orinoco is running a monthly ‘Big Make challenge’ with a 
prize for the winner who can make something interesting from a particular item 
such as old CDs. 

The store has recently had a re-vamp and is open Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday from 11am until 4pm and everyone is welcome. So, before you throw 
away anything, it may be worth checking if Orinoco would like them; or if you have 
aspirations for making crafts or doing some DIY it’s worth a visit to see what they 
have.  

Check out Orinoco's website, Facebook page or Instagram profile to find out more 
or why not visit the store at The Bullingdon Community Centre, Peat Moors, 
Headington OX3 7HS. 
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FRIENDS OF WHEATLEY LIBRARY  www.wheatleylibrary.org 

Our library is now running well thanks to the hard work of the staff and volunteers. 
Please come in and use the library. In April, we will be getting new books thanks 
to all the fundraising in the last year. There is so much on offer at the library from 
a wide range of books, DVDs to free Wi fi and use of computers. We are so lucky 
to have this wonderful resource in our village when so many have closed in other 
parts of the country. This is thanks to the staff and volunteers. 

Dates for your diary: 

• Craft group meets every Monday of the month in term time from 10am. 

• Coffee morning is on the first Wednesday of the month. The next ones 
are on April 5th and May 3rd from 10am-12pm. 

• On May 3rd, a local author and former BBC journalist Roger Hardy will be 
giving a talk about his new book: The Poisoned Well, Empire and its 
Legacy in The Middle East. 

Clare Abbott another local author, gave a fascinating talk about her book Faithful 
of Days about a sea captain Robert Crighton in the 19th Century. The book is in 
the library. 

Please follow and like our FoWL facebook page. 

http://www.wheatleylibrary.org/
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VILLAGE PRODUCE ASSOCIATION 
Aaron Savage 

April is upon us and the season is well underway with plenty of light in the 
evenings to get all those little seeds and seedlings up and going.  We seem to be 
having a warm Spring so there is a lot that many may decide to take a chance 
with.  I have seen plenty of people with their potatoes underway already and even 
a few dahlias getting planted out.  Fingers crossed for a bountiful harvest and a 
sea of bloom in the garden a little later in the year.   

For our regular VPA monthly meeting this month we have Peter Preece joining 
us.  Peter will be giving a talk on Natural History Photography and how “Every 
Picture Tells a Story”.  For those interested in photographing the natural World 
this promises to be a very informative evening.  There is something magical about 
the mixture of natural light at just the right angle and a flower in full bloom that is 
caught in all its radiant glory.  Peter has won many awards for his photography 
over the years and delivers insight into his compositions through his talks.   

We do of course have our own photography classes at the VPA Show every year 
and so this is a perfect opportunity to pick up some tips as you wait for the perfect 
moment to click the shutter.  Do come along and join us on Tuesday April 11th at 
7:30pm sharp in the Merry Bells when the talk will take place.  We welcome new 
members and guests. 
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WHERE HAVE ALL THE FLOWERS GONE? 
Celia Pagel 

St Mary’s, that’s where! At least, that’s where they’ll be on the evening of Saturday 
May 20th. 

Remember that glorious stab of delight when you first see bulbs poking through the 
wintry earth? Wouldn’t it be nice to get that feeling back again, this far into Spring? 
Well, with the help of poets from across the centuries, that’s exactly the mood which 
the Wheatley Singers will be endeavouring to invoke in their Spring Concert. 

One of the nation’s favourites, Benjamin Britten, has taken floral-themed writings by 
17th century Robert Herrick, 18th century George Crabbe and the wonderful 19th 
century John Clare, and has woven his own magic - resulting in a delightful collection 
of songs, guaranteed to delight and evoke happy thoughts of nature at its innocent 
finest. You’ll feel you’re amongst Herrick’s “Daffodils”, you’ll revel in the Suffolk-
inspired “Marsh Flowers” of Crabbe and you’ll feel the balm of John Clare’s “Evening 
Primrose” washing over you and soothing you. Then you’ll be rudely awakened by the 
saucy “Ballad of Green Broom” (sensibly anonymous!) with all its double entendres! 

Blooming Spring!! You’ll also be treated to our wonderful soloists showcasing some of 
their favourite Spring-like songs. And, to round off the evening, there’ll be a rousing 
rendition of one of Haydn’s most glorious and uplifting works: his “St. Nicholas Mass”, 
with its energy, tunefulness and infectious joy. 

We do hope to see you there - unless, of course, you suffer from hay fever…Tickets 
£10 (£8 in advance) available from choir members, Wheatley Library or on the door. 
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NEWS FROM WHEATLEY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
Zena Knight 

We have our usual and very popular Afternoon Tea on the first Sunday in the 
month, 2 April and 7 May from 2.30-4.30pm, with delicious cakes and tea or coffee. 
We also hold Coffee Mornings on the first Thursday, 6 April and 4 May from 10am 
- 12 noon. All are welcome to either or both. We would love to see you. 

In Easter week, we will be holding a number of services and events as follows: 

• Sunday 9 April 9.45am Palm Sunday gathering of churches outside the 
Merry Bells before procession to the chapel 

• Monday – Friday 10-14 April 8am daily meditation followed by breakfast 

• Thursday 13 April 7.30pm Service with Tenebrae 

• Friday 14 April Good Friday procession 

• Sunday 16 April 10am Easter Sunday Service 
Looking ahead to the end of May, we hold our Summer Fête in the doctor’s garden, 

116 Church Road at 2.00pm. It promises to be a fun afternoon with refreshments, 
a variety of stalls and activities. You will be assured of a very warm welcome. 
 

 

WHEATLEY COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Gordon Ewbank 

Have you ever found yourself wondering why bad 
things happen to good people?  When life seems unfair, we ask this question 
even when we don’t quite know who we’re asking it of!  Well, you’re not alone: 38 
women gathered for breakfast at the Merry Bells on Sat Feb 4th to hear speaker 
Sharon Dirckx tackle this tricky questions.  Organised by the new Wheatley 
Community Church (WCC), the women’s breakfast provided food for body and 
mind as we devoured croissants, pastries and fruit, washed down with bottomless 
pots of coffee.  Originally from a scientific background with a Ph.D. in brain 
imaging from the University of Cambridge, Sharon is an Academic Tutor at the 
Oxford Centre for Christian Apologetics. She suggested that our urge to ask 
‘Why?’ and our innate sense of justice, point to the existence of a moral code 
outside of ourselves, which Christians identify as God.  If you’d like to hear her 
consider this further, then listen to her podcast at 
wheatleycommunitychurch.org/sharondirckx 

WCC meets weekly in the Merry Bells on Sundays at 10.30am. With a regular 
congregation of around 60, many of whom are young families, we welcome 
visitors of any age and any stage of faith (or none). We organise a programme of 
children’s activities on Sunday mornings, midweek house groups and other 
events for all ages (e.g. a Christmas Craft evening, pancake party and an 
upcoming men’s curry night in March.  Check our website 
wheatleycommunitychurch.org for details or look us up on Facebook. 

http://wheatleycommunitychurch.org/sharondirckx
http://www.wheatleycommunitychurch.org/
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WHEATLEY SOCIETY 
Mary Hall, Chair 

The Wheatley Society started its 2017 programme with the Annual General Meeting 
on February 3rd which Roger Bettess enlivened with his presentation on “Wheatley: An 
everyday story of floods, drainage and the environment.” Who would have thought the 
topic could be so interesting and cause so many people to look for the pumping 
station near Asda? 

March 3rd saw a sell-out Welsh evening with contributions by too many to mention. It 
was a thoroughly enjoyable evening; music, poetry, readings and jokes were 
performed alongside a real Welsh supper of cawl, Caerphilly and bara brith. Where 
next? 

On March 23rd the event “Are your affairs in order?” is a panel presentation and 
discussion covering different issues we all need to address. Veronica Cowdrey, a 
solicitor, will cover legal matters, Dr Maggie Guy, a consultant in palliative care, will 
cover decisions related to health and Rachel Boland will speak about Age Concern. 

The April event on Thursday 20th is a talk by Derek Elsom; “Lightning – a Fatal 
Attraction” which promises to be fascinating. 

All are welcome to both events which start with refreshments at 7.45 for 8pm. There is 
a nominal £2 charge for non-members. 

Our tea tent will be at the May Day event as usual. There will also be two trips in May. 
On Thursday May 4th to the Honourable Artillery Company, London – more details 
from Christopher Sprent christophersprent@yahoo.co.uk and on Friday May 26th a 
tour of Christ Church led by the Venerable John Morrison - for more details contact 
morrison039@btinternet.com We hope you find this a varied and interesting 
programme. 

mailto:christophersprent@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:morrison039@btinternet.com
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SINGING IN THE STICKS 
Annie Winter 

This friendly community choir will be starting up again after Easter – and we are 
looking for new singers from Garsington and nearby villages to join us.  You don’t 
need to read music – we learn by ear – and there are no auditions – everyone is 
welcome.  We sing all kinds of songs – pop, folk, gospel, world music, carols . 
Whether you just sing in the shower, or enjoyed singing in the past, or have never 
done it before –- now’s your chance!  The first session is free and if you want you can 
just sit and listen.   

We will meet every Monday at Garsington Primary School, Wheatley Road, 
Garsington  starting on April 24 at 7.00 pm.  We sing from about 7.15 until 9.30 with a 
tea break.   You are very welcome to just turn up, but it would be great if you could let 
us know you are coming so we can make sure we have enough tea and cake for the 
tea break.  

If you think you might be interested and would like to know more, please contact 
Annie on 01865 361544.  You can also visit our Facebook page or have a look at our 
website www.singinginthesticks.co.uk. 

THAME & WHEATLEY RAMBLERS 
Mike Smith 

Twenty years ago, Thame & Wheatley Ramblers group came into being.  To celebrate 
this special anniversary, the group has planned a series of events, starting with a 9-
mile linear walk on Saturday 20th May, to which all are welcome. Meeting at 10am at 
St. Mary's Church, Priest End, Thame, the walk will take in parts of the Oxfordshire 
Way and Thame Valley Way, breaking for a pub lunch or own picnic at Waterperry, 
before ending with refreshments at the URC Hall. The use of the excellent Arriva A280 
bus service is recommended as a link. 

Other events, and a full programme of group walks, are featured on posters sited at 
the Merry Bells and Roman Way notice boards. For a full listing of Oxfordshire Area 
walks, visit the website at www.ramblers-oxon.org.uk or alternatively, phone 01865 
874300 for a handy six-monthly walks booklet. 

 

http://www.singinginthesticks.co.uk/
http://www.ramblers-oxon.ortg.uk/
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CALLING ALL LONG-TERM WHEATLEY RESIDENTS! 
Stephanie Cox 

At the Village Archives we’ve had a visit and an enquiry from the youngest 
daughter of the Rev. S.J.S. Groves (vicar of Wheatley from 1927-1932). She 
wants to know if anyone can remember ANNIE or PATTIE WILLIAMSON who 
lived at Wayside, Crown Road and later at 132, Church Road. Annie died in 1976 
aged 86 and Pattie died in 1995 aged 96. Apparently, they had an aunt who was 
an excellent needlewoman whose name is needed to accompany a piece of her 
work in order that it will be accepted in a museum. 

If anyone can remember Annie or Pattie or an excellent needlewoman (perhaps 
from WI) please contact the archives on wheatleyarchive@gmail.com or phone 
Stephanie Cox on 873216. 

GET ONLINE WITH SOHA HOUSING 
Liz Roberts 

It’s great when someone gives you a gadget like a smartphone or a tablet 
computer, but not so great when they leave you 
to work it out for yourself! Maybe you have a 
new device and could do with getting to grips 
with it?  

Soha Housing, which manages St Mary’s Close 
in Wheatley provides monthly opportunities to 
become more expert. Fun, free and friendly 
public sessions take place in the lounge there on 
the third Tuesday of every month between 10 
and 12 noon. Call the Get Online team at Soha 

on 01235 515 900 (0800 014 15 45 free even from most mobile providers) or 
email digital@soha.co.uk to book. You can learn to use computer devices (which 
are provided at the sessions) from scratch or freshen up the skills you already 
have.  
 

HOLTON & WHEATLEY CRICKET CLUB 
Alun Regan 

The new season is now nearly upon us, with our indoor net practices about to 
commence, our first game scheduled for April 30th and a tour to Dorset already 
arranged for the late May Bank Holiday weekend. 

We always welcome new members of any ability and age. Our membership is 
extremely broad, ranging from people who have not long taken up the game to 
some who, in past incarnations, have played at quite a high standard and also 
from teenage years to well beyond retirement age. Our aim is to be a friendly 
team who, win or lose, enjoy local Sunday cricket, with a big focus on the social 
side as well as the sporting side. If you are interested in joining in, please contact 
Hugh Kitchin on 873305. 

mailto:wheatleyarchive@gmail.com
mailto:digital@soha.co.uk
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OXFORDSHIRE ARTWEEKS 
Jackie Birchall 

Three artists in one tiny village - no purchase necessary – 
please feel free to come and enjoy some outstanding work, all 
three artists would love to see more local faces at the 
exhibitions running from 6th–14th May. 

Firstly, Christine Bainbridge, who will this year exhibit several 
different themes – seascapes, landscapes, birds and trees. Christine works with 
acrylics and pastels. Her art will be exhibited in the garden, house and studio. There 
will be art activities for families, and you will be able to relax with delicious 
refreshments. 3 Barns Close, OX33 1QB.  Open every day 11-6pm. 

Secondly, Jackie Birchall a.k.a “Purple Urchin”, this artist works with stained glass and 
anything else she can get hold of, and like Christine will have several different 
collections of new work for you to enjoy. Jackie will also be doing demonstrations and 
her work will be displayed indoors and out in her parent's beautiful cottage garden. 
Ambrose Cottage, OX33 1PS. Open every day 10-6pm, and for the following 
weekends 19th–21st & 26th–28th May. 

Finally, Rose Gorman a.k.a “Dog Pawtrait Studio”, big clue in that title, Rose's art is all 
about dogs and it reflects her eternal affection for our four-legged friends, she will be 
opening up her home and studio for you to view past commissions and recent Doggy 
artworks. The Laurels, OX33 1PS. Open every day except Monday 11 - 6pm, Thurs 
11-8pm. 

For more information visit www.artweeks.org, venues 121, 119, & 120 or call Jackie 
on 07773 623973 

FLEXICARE FUNDRAISING WALK 
Katherine Boyce 

Does the sound of a lovely walk of 5 or 10 miles on and around the Ridgeway, 
followed by as many (free) home-made cakes and sandwiches as you can possibly 
eat, sound appealing to you? If the answer is "yes", read on! 
Flexicare (a small local charity supporting families with severely disabled children in 
their own homes, and now in its 32nd year) is holding its annual fundraising walk on 
Sunday 7 May from Snells Hall in East Hendred. Booking out is from 9-10am and 
there is a 10 mile ,5 mile or a 2-3 mile wheelchair/buggy route to choose from. You 
can register, free of charge, at www.flexicare.org.uk where you will find access to 
registration and sponsor forms, also more information if required. 

http://www.artweeks.org/
http://www.flexicare.org.uk/
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EDWARD BROOKS VC: OAKLEY EVENTS 28/29th APRIL 
Rod Ellis 

Two special events on Friday and Saturday the 28th and 29th April will be held in 
Oakley as part of the Government scheme to commemorate the centenary of all 
the Victoria Cross medals awarded during World War One.  Each recipient will have 
a special commemorative stone laid in their honour in the village or town of their 
birth, on the 100th anniversary of the event that resulted in the award. 

A total of 628 Victoria Crosses were awarded during World War One but only two 
of these were awarded to soldiers from Buckinghamshire, one from High Wycombe 
and one - EDWARD BROOKS - from OAKLEY. 

The ceremony, including a brief church service, will commence at approximately 
10.00 am on FRIDAY 28th APRIL and the commemorative stone will then be laid at 
the foot of the War Memorial in the churchyard at 11.00 am.  In attendance, will be 
the Rifles Regiment and their bugler, along with dignitaries such as the Lord 
Lieutenant of Buckinghamshire, who will represent the Queen.  

After the ceremony, a major exhibition will open in the Village Hall with a vast 
amount of information about Edward Brooks himself and about the history of the 
Victoria Cross and what Oakley was like in World War One.  This exhibition will 
then also be open all day on SATURDAY 29th APRIL for those unable to attend on 
the Friday.  
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WHEATLEY DAY BY DAY 

Full details of local organisations can be found in the Wheatley Information Booklet. 
Copies available from the Parish Council office or www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

WEEKLY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon, Tues to Fri. All 
welcome. 
Wheatley Nursery School Every weekday from 8 am to 3 pm 
next to the Primary School in Littleworth Road Contact 01865 
452725. 
Wheatley Pre-School.  Behind the Primary School car park.  
Littleworth Road. Sessions Mon - Fri 9.00 to 11.45 am and 1.00 
to 3.30 pm Call 01865 873687 to visit, to register, or for 
information. 
Sharecare Community Club Age UK Oxfordshire 9.30am - 2pm 
Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays at Holton Village Hall. An 
opportunity for older people to meet with others. Contact Jackie 
Capper, Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or 07827 235 425. 

SUNDAY St Mary the Virgin:  Every Sunday 8 am Holy Communion. 
1st Sunday 10 am Parish Praise.  2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays, 10am 
Sung Eucharist with King’s Club for Children.  4th Sunday 10am 
service is Food Bank Sunday. Please bring a donation for the 
Food Bank. Kings Club for children runs every week apart from 
the 1st Sunday of the month alongside the 10am service. 
URC: Services at 10am. Holy Communion on 1st & 3rd 
Sundays. 1st Sunday is Food Bank Sunday. Afternoon tea on 
1st Sunday, 2.30-4.30pm. 
Wheatley Community Church: Every Sunday 10.30am, Merry 
Bells. 
Our Lady of Lourdes: Vigil Mass now on Saturday at 6pm. 
Wheatley Rugby Club Minis & Juniors Training (6-16yrs) 
10am - noon, Wheatley Playing Field. Contact: 
Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com 

MONDAY SODC Collections: (except Bank Holidays). Food refuse 
weekly; wheelie bins for general waste, recycling waste and 
garden waste on alternate Mondays, see p69 for calendar. 
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm 
Carers and Toddlers.  Every Monday in school term at URC 
Hall, Crown Square 9.30 to 11.30 am. Everyone welcome.  Age 
0 - 3 with adult.  Details: Enid (08165) 872403. 
Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group. Every Monday in the 
Library, 10am - 12noon in school term time. Also 2nd Mon in the 
month 7-9pm in school term time. 
Zumba Gold, Horspath Village Hall, 11.35am 
Not-So-Young Club, URC Hall. 2-4pm. Every 2 wks - see diary. 
Beaver Scouts, boys and girls aged 6-8, during term time, 5.30-
6.30pm, at the Scout Hut, Holloway Rd (Tel: 01865 874997) 
Brownies meet in the URC Hall 5.30 to 7pm in term time. 
Wheatley Bridge Club. Holton Village Hall. 7pm. 

http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
mailto:Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
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Community Choir URC Hall, 7.30 to 9 pm in term time. 

TUESDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon 
Yoga for the over 60s Holton Village Hall 10-11am 
Strength & Balance Gold, Horspath Village Hall, 11am 
Wheatley Library open 2-7pm 
St Mary’s Guild meets every 4th Tuesday in the URC Hall, 2.15 
pm.  New members always welcome See Diary for details. 
Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors Training, 7pm, Wheatley 
Playing Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com 
Wheatley Women’s Institute www.wheatleywi.com  Meets on 
the 3rd Tues of each month in the Merry Bells at 7.15pm (except 
no meeting in August and the December meeting is held on the 
2nd Tuesday of the month). New members and visitors are 
welcome at our talks and outings. Contact Jenny 07803 937936 
Wheatley Singers in the URC Hall 7.15 – 9pm, all welcome. 
Contact Celia Pagel 01865 872250 
St Mary’s Church open for prayer and reflection 7.30 to 9pm 

WEDNESDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon  

Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm & 2-5pm, coffee morning 
in the library every 1st Wed of the month 10am- noon. 
Parish Office Public Opening.  9.30-11.30am Details: 875615 
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm 
St Mary the Virgin 12 noon, Holy Communion. 
Nordic Walking, Go Active Gold Horspath Village Hall, 2.30pm 
Cub Scouts.  Boys and girls aged 8-10 ½, 6.45 - 8.l5 pm, at the 
Scout Hut, Holloway Road.  Contact 01865 874284 
Guides meet in the URC Hall, 7 to 8.30 pm, in term time. 
Holton Table Tennis Club 7- 9pm at Holton Village Hall 
Everyone from 10 years of age upwards, all abilities. 
Great Milton & District Local History Society.  Meetings 4th 
Wednesday of month, Great Milton School 7.30 pm. Non-
members welcome. Details: (01844) 279567 
Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers and Joggers.  7.30-8.30pm, The 
Park Sports Centre, Contact Helen Coombes on 01865 872551 
or 07979 538557 

THURSDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon  
United Reformed Church coffee morning on the first Thursday 
of each month from 10 am - noon. All welcome. 
Wheatley Walks. 10-11am. Meet at the Park Sports Centre - 
details from Anne on 872628 or Jean on 873430. 
Senior Circuits 10-11am, Holton Village Hall 

Table Tennis, Go Active Gold, 10am, Park Sports Centre 

Age UK Information Drop-in, free info & advice. 2nd in month, 
Merry Bells 10.30 - 11.30am. Contact: Ruth 07827 235417. 
Wheatley Library open 2-5pm 
Wheatley Archive Room. The Merry Bells 2-5 pm. 
Xstream.  An after-school club for primary children, 3.15 to 4.30 
pm at the Primary School. 

mailto:Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
http://www.wheatleywi.com/
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Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors & Juniors Training, 7pm, 
Wheatley Playing Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com 

Explorer Scouts. Boys and girls aged 14-18, 7-9pm at the 

Scout Hut, Holloway Road (07745 285938) 

FRIDAY 
 

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon 

Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm & 2-6pm 
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm  
Horspath Hub Coffee Morning 10.30am to noon 
Scouts. Boys and girls aged 10 ½ to 14, 7 to 9pm, at the Scout 
Hut, Holloway Rd.  Contact 07745 285938 
St. Mary’s Belltower Practice.  Experienced ringers and 
beginners welcome. St Mary’s Church 7.30-9pm. 01865 872250 

SATURDAY Parish Office Public Opening 9.30-11.30am 
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. Vigil Mass 6pm. Parish Priest; 
The Rev. Canon Mervyn Tower. The Presbytery, Wharton Road, 
Headington OX3 8AJ.  Tel: 01865 672433. 
County & District Councillors' Surgery, 2nd in month. Parish 
Office, 10.30am 
Scrabble Club.  1st in month. Details of venue: T.872628 

APRIL DIARY 

Sunday 2 Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm 

Monday 3 Not so Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm 

Wednesday 5 Coffee Morning, Wheatley Library, 10am-12pm 

Thursday 6 Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm 
Wine Circle, Merry Bells, 8pm 

Saturday 8 County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office, 10.30am 

Tuesday 11 Village Produce Association, Merry Bells 7.30pm 

Wednesday 12 Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm 

Thursday 13 Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells, 10.30-11.30am 

Tuesday 18 Get Online at Soha, St Marys Close 10am - 12 noon 
WI, Merry Bells, 7.15pm 

Thursday 20 Royal British Legion Open Meeting, New Club, 11.30 
Wheatley Society, Merry Bells, 8pm 

Saturday 22 Swap Shop, Merry Bells, 9.30-11am 
St George's Community Fun Day, Church Rd Rec, 2pm 

Monday 24 Not so Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm 
F & GP Committee, Merry Bells Coffee Room, 7.30pm 

Tuesday 25 St Mary's Guild, URC Hall, 2.15pm 

Thursday 27 Joseph & His …Dreamcoat, St Mary's Church, 7.30pm 
Wine Circle, Merry Bells, 8pm 

Friday 28 Joseph & His …Dreamcoat,St Mary's Church, 7.30pm 
Edward Brooks VC event, Oakley see p50 

Saturday 
Saturday 

29 
29 

Joseph & His …Dreamcoat, St Mary's, 2.30pm & 7.30pm 
Edward Brooks VC event, Oakley see p50 

mailto:Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
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MAY DIARY 

Monday 1 May Day Celebrations, Crown Square, 10am 

Wednesday 3 Coffee Morning, Wheatley Library, 10am-12pm 
Annual Parish Meeting, Wheatley Primary School, 7pm 

Thursday 4 Wheatley Society trip to Honourable Artillery Company 
Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm 
Merry Bells AGM, 7pm 

Saturday 6 Oxfordshire Artweeks starts, until 16th May, see p48 

Sunday 7 Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm 

Monday 8 Not so Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm 
Parish Council, Merry Bells, 7.30pm 

Tuesday 9 Village Produce Association, Merry Bells 7.30pm 

Wednesday 10 Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm 

Thursday 11 Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells, 10.30-11.30am 

Saturday 13 County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office, 10.30am 
Village Produce Association - Outing to RHS Malvern 
Wheatley Windmill Open Day 1-5pm 

Sunday 14 Wheatley Windmill Open Day 11am-6pm 

Monday 15 F & GP Committee, Merry Bells Coffee Room, 7.30pm 

Tuesday 16 Get Online at Soha, St Marys Close 10am - 12 noon 

Thursday 18 Wheatley Film Club, Fire Station, 7.30pm 

Saturday 20 Thame & Wheatley Ramblers, St Mary's Thame 10am 
Wheatley Singers Concert, St Mary's Church, 7.30pm 

Monday 22 Not so Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm 

Friday 26 Wheatley Society Tour Of Christ Church 

Monday 29 URC Summer Fete, 116 Church Rd, 2pm 

SODC WASTE COLLECTION DIARY APRIL / MAY 2017 
Please note day changes because of Bank Holidays 

Collection day  Which bin? 

Monday 3 April Grey, food & small electrical items 

Monday 10 April Green, brown, food & textiles 

Tuesday 18 April Grey, food & small electrical items 

Monday 24 April Green, brown, food & textiles 

Tuesday 2 May Grey, food & small electrical items 

Monday 8 May Green, brown, food & textiles 

Monday 15 May Grey, food & small electrical items 

Monday 22 May Green, brown, food & textiles 

Tuesday 30 May Grey, food & small electrical items   
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KEY CONTACTS 
Local Governance:   

To report potholes, fly-tipping, 
broken paving, vandalism, etc. 

- fixmystreet.com 

Street light fault line 0800 317802  

Oxfordshire CC 01865 792422 oxfordshire.gov.uk 

OCC Family Information Service  08452 262636 fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

OCC Highways  0845 310 1111 highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

County Councillor Anne Purse 01865 351404 anne.purse@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

South Oxfordshire DC 01235 422422 southoxon.gov.uk 

Missed Bin Collection 03000 610610 admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk 

Bulky Household Waste Collection 01235 422406 waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk 

SODC Housing 01235 422422 housing@southandvale.gov.uk 

SODC Planning Applications 01235 422600 planning@southoxon.gov.uk 

District Councillor Toby Newman 01865 872239 toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk 

Wheatley Parish Council 01865 875615 clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Local information:   

AGE UK contact Janet Carr 01865 875126 janet.carr22@btinternet.com 

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire 03444 111 444 caox.org.uk 

The Maple Tree Children's Centre 01865 873916 mapletreecc@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

The Merry Bells Village Hall 01865 872073 merrybells.org.uk 

St Mary's Church 01865 872224  vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 

United Reform Church 01844 215513 secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk 

Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to 
hospital or GP surgery) 

07505 543750 - 

Wheatley Library 01865 875267 wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Wheatley Park Sports Centre 01865 872128 better.org.uk/venues/park 

Wheatley Park School 01865 872441 www.wheatleypark.org 

Wheatley Primary School 01865 872366 www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk 

Services:   

Emergency - Police, Fire, Ambulance 999  

Police non-emergency 101 thamesvalley.police.uk 

GP Surgery, Morland House 01865 872448 morland-house.co.uk 

NHS non-emergency 111 nhs.uk 

Gas Emergency 0800 111 999 nationalgrid.com/uk/safety/ 

Electricity Outage  0800 072 7282 sse.co.uk 

Burst pipe or leak 0800 714 614 thameswater.co.uk 

Floodline 0345 988 1188 gov.uk/check-flood-risk 

Transport:   

Comet - for people without access to 
suitable public transport  

01865 323201 oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet 

Arriva (280) Bus 0344 800 4411 arrivabus.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London) 01865 785400 brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk 

Oxford Tube (Buses to London) 01865 772250 oxfordtube.com 

Park & Ride - oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/park-
and-ride 

National Rail Enquiries 03457 484950 nationalrail.co.uk 

http://www.fixmystreet.com/
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:anne.purse@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/
mailto:admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
mailto:waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:housing@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:planning@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:janet.carr22@btinternet.com
http://www.caox.org.uk/
mailto:mapletreecc@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://merrybells.org.uk/
mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
javascript:void(0);
mailto:wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.better.org.uk/venues/park
http://www.wheatleypark.org/
http://www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk/
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
http://www.morland-house.co.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www2.nationalgrid.com/uk/safety/
http://www.sse.co.uk/
http://www.thameswater.co.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
http://www.arrivabus.co.uk/
http://brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk/
http://www.oxfordtube.com/
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/park-and-ride
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/park-and-ride
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
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