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WHEATLEY NEWSLETTER 
 

The Parish Office, The Merry Bells, 89 High Street, Wheatley 0X33 1XP. 
Telephone and Fax: (01865) 875615 

Email: clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Editor: Annette Richards, Publisher: Wheatley Parish Council  

e-mail: newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Distribution Organiser: Christine Vernade (01865) 873335 

Distributed by a team of volunteers to all addresses in Wheatley and Holton. 
Also available by post on subscription outside the distribution area. 

Ask for details. 

Cover picture: The frozen moat, Holton Park circa 1895 (now the campus of Wheatley 
Park School). If you have any photos of the village or events (past or present) we would 

love to put them on the front cover! 

The Wheatley Newsletter welcomes contributions and advertisements from 
everyone in the two parishes and from businesses and organisations serving 
Wheatley and District.  News and reports from village organisations are particularly 

welcome but contentious issues or articles promoting personal causes should be avoided – 
the Editor reserves the right not to print items, and to edit items submitted for publication.  
The views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Parish Council or 
Editor, and no liability can be accepted for any errors or omissions, although we will publish 
corrections. 

The deadline for the February - March edition is Saturday, 16 January 2015.  

Contributions (max. 250 words) to the Parish Office, preferably by email with a Word 
attachment to newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

ADVERTISING 

New adverts can only be included when existing adverts drop out.  Adverts cost £25 & £35 
inc. of VAT per edition, respectively for quarter and half pages.  Quarter page max. size: 9 
cm high by 6 cm wide or 5 cm high by 12.5 cm wide.  Half page max. size: 9 cm high by 
12.5 cm wide. Preferably in jpeg format.  Full page adverts no longer accepted. 

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Police non-emergency    101 

 Police Emergency, Fire, Ambulance   999 

 Parish Council     01865 875615 

 Merry Bells Bookings by telephone   01865 872073 

 http://merrybells.wix.com/the-merry-bells for on line booking 

 Surgery, Morland House    01865 872448 

 Wheatley Archives, www.wheatleyarchive.org.uk 01865 873343 

Wheatley Library     01865 875267 

County Councillor Anne Purse   01865 351404 

 District Councillor Toby Newman   01865 872239 

 
  

mailto:newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://merrybells.wix.com/the-merry-bells
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CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN 
Geoff Stephens 

By the time you read this we will have had our Village Meeting to hand over 
the Neighbourhood Plan process to the wider community. However, if you 
weren’t able to make it and would like to contribute some time or expertise to 
the process, there is still time to volunteer … just make yourself known at the 
parish office and we will put you in touch.  

It’s important to note that the area covered by a Neighbourhood Plan is not 
the same as the area administered by a Parish Council. In our case the future 
of the Brookes Wheatley Campus (in Holton Parish) has a big impact on both 
communities. We are pleased that Holton have agreed that it should be part 
of a joint plan with Wheatley, although the remainder of Holton will not be 
included. Residents of Holton will therefore be involved in all stages of the NP 
process. 

If you have views about the value of the Green Belt or the location, type or 
appearance of any housing that may be built in the area covered by the NP, 
then be prepared to speak up as the process gets under way. The NP panel 
may also decide to address such topics as local services, traffic and 
pedestrian routes through our village, so don’t hold back! 

The saga of the speed indicator signs appears to be reaching a conclusion 
following several obstacles put in our way by the county. Your Parish Council 
continues to press hard for this vital improvement. 
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CLERK'S COLUMN  
Gareth Morris 

I need to start my column with an apology. I tried to make sure that I had all the 
names correct of those who helped put all the play bark down In Cullum Road 
Recreation Ground. Unfortunately I failed and whilst mentioning his mum, dad 
and sister I missed his name. So, Thom, here is a paragraph all to yourself. 
Thank you for all your help on that evening, it was much appreciated and I 
apologise for missing your name out of the last newsletter. 

There has been an increase in the amount of fly tipping taking place in the area, 
especially along Windmill Lane. I report all instances to SODC and to be fair they 
are quite quick in removing it. They like to know, though, what has been dumped 
so they can send the appropriate team out. Thank you to all those of you who 
have reported any instances to me. Please continue to be vigilant, please give a 
description of items left and make a note of any vehicle acting suspiciously. 
SODC have invested quite heavily in surveillance cameras in fly tipping hotspots 
and they will prosecute those caught. 

A reminder: the land between the back of the houses in Kelly’s Road and those in 
Littleworth is private land i.e. it is either owned by the Parish Council as allotment 
land or by residents of Kelly’s Road and is not a public right of way. So please do 
not use it as such. 

And finally, a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year to all Wheatley 
residents. 

Dates for your Diary - all meetings start at 7.30pm 

Wednesday 9 December Planning Committee Parish Office 

Monday 21st December F&GP Committee Parish Office 

Monday 4th January Parish Council Merry Bells Hall 

Wednesday 13th January Planning Committee Parish Office 

Monday 18th January F&GP Committee Parish Office 
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SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Toby Newman, District Councillor 

It’s been a busy couple of months at South Oxfordshire District Council.  We are 
currently preparing our budgets for the next financial year and also reviewing 
Community Capital Grant applications.  

The District council offers capital grants to community based projects. These grants 
are available for projects over £1,000 and up to 50 per cent of the cost; if you’re a 
non-profit organization and you have a capital project in mind that’s going to benefit 
our residents.  We are currently working with a couple of potential projects in 
Wheatley but always ready to look at more. 

I’m also preparing for the planning committee meeting that will decide on the 
application for 51 new homes on the land north of the London Road. I’ve been 
working with residents both for and against the application to ensure that their voice 
is heard and their opinions count. 

Over the summer, discussions have taken place about the potential for a devolution 
deal in Oxfordshire.  Ideas around passing powers from central to local government 
have been floating around for a while. However, the Scottish Referendum last year 
accelerated things as demands grew for communities to have greater self-
determination. Manchester authorities (the "Northern Powerhouse") led the way 
last November.  Council leaders met in late summer and began a process that 
resulted in an Oxfordshire bid being submitted to Government early in September.  
I will keep you updated on any further details as they emerge. 

As you are aware we have also completed the first stage in the process of creating 
a Wheatley Neighbourhood Development Plan with the first Public Meeting held in 
November.  I hope that everyone who attended found the meeting informative and 
continue to contribute to the future planning of our village. 

If you do want to speak with me any matter, I hold a surgery, along with our County 
Councillor Anne Purse, on the second Saturday of the month at 10:30am in the 
Parish Office at The Merry Bells.  You can also call me on 01865 872239, tweet 
@tobynewman or preferably email me at toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk 
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OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
Anne Purse, County Councillor 

The County Council has to make savings of £50million in the 2015/2016 budget 
because of cuts in Central Government support for Local Government. For the 
last few years there have been severe reductions in staffing and cuts in many 
services. The small amount that Councils can raise Council Tax by each year 
without being ‘capped’ is far too small to compensate for what the Government is 
taking from local government, particularly County Councils.  As you can see 
below, this year there are some deep and difficult cuts to services that will affect a 
great many people. 

Bus Subsidies - Many of you attended meetings and gave your views to the 
County Council on proposals to cut subsidies to bus routes not considered 
commercially viable. This area responded far more vigorously than most, but to 
no avail. A few days ago the decision was taken by the Cabinet to cut all 
subsidies. There is a small chance of a reprieve for the 103 service, but not the 
104. These services are vital to our community, and I am pledged to support and 
do all I can to try to keep our vital bus services. This will mean pulling together 
with other local villages affected to try to find ways of keeping our service. I hope 
we can get a meeting in Horspath since that is a village that is very dependent on 
these services, and I hope that people from Wheatley will also go as I know many 
use this bus. 

Children’s Centres - All centres as we know them are proposed to be closed 
including the Maple Tree Children’s Centre in Wheatley which is a lifeline to 
many. There is a growing group who are determined to do all possible to save at 
least some of what this Centre offers. There is a meeting on 1st December, and if 
anyone reads this in time please come along at 7.30 to Wheatley Park School to 
join with others to hear about what we can do to help our local Children’s Centre. 

In these difficult times, Councils must look for all possible means to save money. 
Firstly, it is possible to hold a referendum to ask people if they are prepared to go 
against the Government’s ‘cap’ and instead increase Council tax to protect some 
services. However, if the public do not agree it becomes an extra cost to the 
Council. Secondly, an independent assessment has found that we would save 
well over £30 million annually if there was a single tier of local government in the 
County (e.g. one County-wide unitary authority instead of the two tier Districts/City 
Councils and County Councils as at present).  I would be pleased to hear your 
views or offers of support on any of these matters above 

Please contact me on 01865 351404, 07787 885717 (mobile), or email 
anne.purse@oxfordshire.gov.uk. Alternatively, call in at a surgery held on the second 
Saturday morning each month. 

mailto:anne.purse@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION – WHEATLEY BRANCH 
Jim Watson, Secretary 

The annual poppy appeal for 2015-16 began in earnest on the 1st November 
2015, with collections by ‘tin-shake’ at the ASDA supermarket, the M40 Welcome 
Break Service Area and for one day at TESCO, Cowley. There were also static 
collection boxes placed in several retail outlets.  Proceeds from the collections are 
still coming in but indications are that the total collected may be about £13,000 
which will equal if not surpass the total in 2014-15.  The poppy appeal actually 
runs until mid-2016, but by February 2016 the total collected so far will be 
published in the Wheatley Newsletter.  Once again, the Legion thanks all those 
volunteers who helped with the collections.   

The programme of events for the Wheatley Branch comprises the annual 
Christmas lunch at the New Club, scheduled for the Thursday the 17th December 
2015 and an open meeting also at the New Club on Thursday the 18th February 
2016 – but details of a speaker have still to be decided. 

The Legion is seeking information on the 9 men named on the Wheatley War 
Memorial from World War 2.  If any readers of this Newsletter have any 
information on the background of these men such as their relatives or friends or 
the service they were in, please contact Harry Mennie on 01865 875557 or by 
email to sgtmjr@gmail.com  

John Austin Chapman 
Charles Hay 
Ian Highfield 

Vincent Holbrow 
Edgar Pratt 

Horace Quelch 

Ernest Sherwood 
Frederick Smith 
Gordon Smith 

 

 

mailto:sgtmjr@gmail.com
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THE HISTORY FILE 
The (Jolly?) Red Giant of Shotover 
John Fox 

Out of 30+ white ‘hill figure’ horses, only Uffington (Vale of W.H.) is ancient, 
perhaps a mare-goddess, probably 3000 years old. At 1000 years the Westbury 
horse is a mere foal. All the rest are ‘new’ from after 1750. Those exhibitionist 
male Giants, (no women Giants featured) at Cerne Abbas and Wilmington, are 
adolescents at 300 years. The chalk Kiwi which soldiers know from Bulford Camp, 
was cut by bored ANZACs marking time before sailing home in 1919. Oxford is 
short on chalk, but Shotover has red and yellow ochre beds. Wheatley windmill 
ground ochres into powder; a ‘factory’ at Mulberry Court turned it into grim-
smelling paint. Students, like soldiers, also get bored. On the west slope of  
Shotover there appeared ‘not long before the Civil Wars [1642], in living memory, 
the effigy of a Giant cut in the earth, like the White Horse near Ashbury [Park]’. 
(John Aubrey, archaeologist, Oxford undergraduate 1642). Students apparently 
cut this red Giant on a Shotover ochre bed (now) overlooking BMW, the by-pass 
and Horspath trading estate. The guilty students blamed Cambridge. Chalk 
figures supposedly ‘found’ there had re-fuelled an old rivalry. The Boat Race 
probably came just in time to distract them all from seriously damaging their 
Green Belts! Shotover’s Giant was still visible in the 1720s when today’s Shotover 
House was being built, but by 1760 he had vanished. Hill figures, like gardens, 
need cutting and weeding to keep them in trim.  
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SUSTAINABLE WHEATLEY 
Tim Blightman 

Some of you may have noticed the boxes of free fruit that were placed outside 
Crumbs and Cornfield Bakery in the High Street in October.  This was all 
Wheatley fruit harvested from gardens by a group of volunteers. This year saw a 
tremendous fruit crop from the many trees around the village and we very much 
wanted as much of it as possible to be used rather than go to waste.  

We put out an appeal for anyone who had any fruit they were unable to pick 
themselves to let us know and we went round armed with ladders and pickers to 
help harvest it. We did this over two weekends in October and picked over 350Kg 
(nearly 800lbs in old terms or about 7 hundredweight in very old terms!) of eating 
apples, cooking apples, pears and quinces.  And there was a lot more we could 
have picked with more time and volunteers. 

What do you do with that much fruit? Well, apart from giving it away at the two 
shops, we also gave some to John Watson, the Primary school, Siblings nursery, 
the Triangle Nursing Home and Stanton St John WI, all of whom made good use 
of it in various ways and Cornfield Bakery produced some wonderful Wheatley 
Apples pies. 

But we still had a load left over, so we hired an apple press and a pasteuriser and 
turned it into over 80 litres of Wheatley Apple Juice stored in wine bottles (thanks 
to The Sun and The King & Queen pubs for donating the bottles!) which will keep 
for a year. 

We plan to do this again next year, so anyone who would like to help in any way 
(offer trees for picking, do the picking, help with the pressing, donate bottles etc.) 
please do get in touch nearer the time via our website. 

If you still have lots of your own fruit stored and are wondering what to do with it 
then go to sustainablewheatley.org.uk for some recipe/storage ideas tips. Also 
please join our Facebook page sustainablewheatley and our twitter feed 
@suswheatley 

 

 



15 
 

  
 

 



16 
 

NEW:  A FILM CLUB FOR WHEATLEY 
David Bendor-Samuel 

Cinema on your doorstep! 

January 2016 will see the start of an exciting new community Wheatley Film Club.  
The Film Club will show around 10 films a year for members and guests.  There 
will be a chance to see cinema hits you may have missed and some themed 
‘seasons’ that will offer a chance to explore films you might not otherwise see.  
The idea is for an entertaining, intelligent and sometimes thought provoking 
experience that is on your doorstep, affordable and a much more personal 
experience than a big corporate cinema.   

The venue will be The Sun pub and so drink (and food for those who can’t watch 
without eating!) will be part and parcel of the evening.  The atmosphere will be 
relaxed and friendly and some showings will include space for post film chats or 
Q&As. Film Clubs offer communities a chance to shape the ‘cinema’ experience 
and members of Wheatley Film Club will have a chance have a say in future 
programmes. 

The website for the Film Club, www.wheatleyfilmclub.org is under construction 
and carries details of the programme and membership.  In the meantime there 
are a limited number of special ‘Founder Member’ membership deals available.  
For details on how to become a member and details of our first programme 
please email wheatleyfilmclub@btinternet.com 

 

http://www.wheatleyfilmclub.org/
mailto:wheatleyfilmclub@btinternet.com
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CHRISTMAS CONCERT BY CANDLELIGHT 

Roger Simmonds 

The Playing of the Merry Organ, Sweet Singing in the Choir. 

On Wednesday 16th December at 7.30pm there is to be a traditional Christmas 
Concert by Candlelight in St. Bartholomew's Church, Holton, with Carols for all to 
sing, festive organ music and singing by “Musica Viva” to be followed by Mince 
Pies and Mulled Wine. 

Organ Pieces will be played by Keith Lambert and Musica Viva will be directed by 
Roger Simmonds. 

This popular event is likely to be sold out quickly so early booking is 
recommended. Tickets £10. Family ticket £25 are available from Roger 
Simmonds 872009 or Cecilia Hulse 872685. 
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THE FRIENDS OF WHEATLEY LIBRARY 
Vivien Vernede 

The friends have arranged a talk on “The Making of the Weston Library” by Toby 
Kirtley, the Bodleian Libraries’ Estates and Projects Officer, in which he describes 
how £80 million was spent on transforming the “New Bodleian” in Broad Street 
into an award winning centre for research and conservation. This will take place in 
The Merry Bells on Friday 29th January at 7.30 pm, and all are welcome. 

Thank you again to all the volunteers who are working hard in the library. The 
next coffee mornings will be on the following Wednesdays, the 2nd December 
and 6th January at 10am. 

The Craft Group takes place on Mondays at 10am. 

We always need more volunteers please e mail: rosamond.lake@hotmail.co.uk if 
you would like to help. 

OXFORD HEALTH NHS FOUNDATION TRUST AND THE ALZHEIMER'S 
SOCIETY 
Marie Crabbe, Assistant Clinical Psychologist/Research Assistant 

Do you care for someone with dementia? 
We understand that caring for someone with dementia can be stressful and that 
sometimes carers can experience anxiety and depression. To help carers with 
coping strategies, Oxford Health NHS Foundation Trust and the Alzheimer’s 
Society have developed and are evaluating a new therapy to be delivered online 
called ‘Caring for Me and You’. If you’re a carer and sometimes find things 
difficult, and are comfortable using a computer, you might be eligible to help trial 
this new therapy to test how effective it is. If you’d like to find out more information 
about this research, please visit: www.caringformeandyou.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:rosamond.lake@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.caringformeandyou.org.uk/
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SLEEPING BEAUTY – A Traditional Pantomime 
Ian Germain 

With Christmas fast approaching, it is the time for Wheatley Productions’ famous 
Pantomime. With Sleeping Beauty fast becoming a favourite story, we have as 
always given it a local twist with the Dragon of Wheatley still at large, and still 
addicted to toast and marmalade. 

As well as our Dragon, we have all of the traditional favourites and many of our 
established cast to make you cheer, boo, hiss and we hope laugh out loud. For 
some it may be the last time they put on the lurid costumes, padded bras and a 
bit of slap. We have a Prince, a Princess, a Dame, a Fairy Queen, with a flock of 
Fairies, Pantomime Villains, a King and Queen and of course our slapstick trio 
trying to outsmart Jangles our Court Jester. And look out for our Zombies! 

In Wheatleytania the Squire Alexander and Lady Camilla have inherited the royal 
throne and as is the custom have taken the royal family name of puddings. So 
come along to the Court of King Sticky Toffee Pudding III and Queen Semolina, 
and keep an eye on our Dragon, who’s become a buy-to-let landlord and rented 
out his old cave to the Wicked Wizard, who has kidnapped Sleeping Beauty. To 
find out if the Prince is in time to save her, you’ll have to come to the Show. 

At Wheatley Park School on Friday 15th January at 7.30 pm and Saturday 
16th January at 2.30 pm Matinee & 7.30 pm. Tickets on sale at Crumbs, 
Mates and Country Collections. Box Office: 01865 875226 
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PUBLIC SPEAKING WORKSHOP AT WHEATLEY PARK SCHOOL 
Charlotte Strange, Head of English 

Wheatley Park has been the first school in Oxford to run Talk the Talk: Confident 
Communication for Life, a project run by an organisation which specialises in 
improving the public speaking skills of young people.  

Six trainers, all with specialisms in public speaking, came and delivered a five 
hour workshop to every student in Year 9, resulting in all 165 students, standing 
up and giving a short two-minute public speech at the end of the day - without 
notes! 

Speaking and listening is such a crucial part of how we develop a young person 
at Wheatley Park School and learning to communicate is vital to success. 
Watching the students’ development from their first initial introduction of a friend, 
to how to structure a speech, to their final product, was very moving. I was so 
proud to watch the personal journey of so many young people over the course of 
the day. One pupil, Holly Claridge in Year 9 said: "It built up my confidence and I 
just want to say I thought it was amazing and we should do it again."  

Ninety one per cent of students said they learnt how to be a better public speaker. 
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WHEATLEY CE PRIMARY ACADEMY 
J Morters, Headteacher 
 

 

We have a huge increase in our numbers, with 32 more children in our school 
than last September. This, of course, means more traffic so we are asking 
everyone to be patient with the parking and we are approaching the council to 
look into solutions that could ease the situation. 

We have had a busy term with the governors successfully appointing a new 
headteacher for after Easter, when I retire. 

Last term’s theme was food, so classes have been cooking: some with our own 
visiting chef as well as visiting the windmill to find out about making flour. The 
PTA have run a very successful welcome disco for the children, which the 
children really enjoy. Our annual September Book Fair took over £1000 which is 
super, as reading is so vital. The Harvest Celebrations at St Mary’s were attended 
by large numbers of families packing the church for both services, with all the 
food donations going to the local food bank.  

Our Y5/6 girls went off to play in a Football Festival at The Community Arena run 
by Oxfordshire FA winning 3 of their 4 matches, but also taking a part in 
numerous other activities including refereeing, freestyle skills and goal keeping, 
all had a super time. The Y5 participated in Magdalen College Annual Challenge 
afternoon completing activities such as learning sign language and constructing 
marshmallow and spaghetti towers! We had children in all 3 winning teams.  

We hope you all enjoyed the PTA annual firework event. 
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WHEATLEY VILLAGE PRODUCE ASSOCIATION 
John Allmond 

In October a dinner held at Holton Village Hall was attended many members and 
guests. They were entertained after the meal by singer Donna Rendell who sang a 
variety of songs popular over the past few years. 

The AGM was held in the Merry Bells on Tuesday 10th November. After the formal 
business, members enjoyed wine and cheese and a slice of the Celebration cake 
baked to mark the 75th anniversary of the formation of the Association. Ernest 
Knowles, a teacher from London and two local residents, Dr Orchard and Mr 
Sheldon were the founders of the Association sometime during 1940. 

There is no meeting in December but a full programme of events is planned for 
2016 commencing with a quiz in January where there may be the odd question 
about horticulture. New members are always welcome to attend our meetings held 
on the second Tuesday in the month at the Merry Bells commencing at 7.30pm. 

MORLAND HOUSE SURGERY 
Barbara Noakes 

Do you have good ideas/suggestions for improving patient care??  

We are seeking patients to join our Patient Participation Group to assist in 
improving communication between the practice and its patients. You can be 
involved as much or as little as you like depending upon your individual 
circumstances. If you would be interested in joining the group please contact 
Barbara Noakes, the Practice Manager, by email at barbara.noakes@nhs.net 

 

mailto:barbara.noakes@nhs.net
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THE MAPLE TREE CHILDREN'S CENTRE 
Debbie Cowlishaw 

We are putting on a Pantomime this year, provided by Aesop's Touring Theatre 
Company called The Hare and The Tortoise.  It will be taking place at Great Milton 
Primary School on Tuesday 22nd December at 9.45am and everyone is welcome. It is 
suitable for ages 2 - 7 years and is an adaptation of a traditional fable. A fun filled 
adventure for the young as they participate in the thrill of the race and learn an 
important moral. Tickets can be purchased from the office. £3.50/person or £12.50 per 
family for up to 4 family members. Contact us on 873916 or 
mapletreecc@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

HORSPATH HUB AT THE OLD CHAPEL 
Sally Humphrey 

The Horspath Methodist Chapel is now the ‘Horspath Hub’ with lots of village 

activities available. The main hall of the Hub is light and airy with a vaulted ceiling and 
large windows and there is an additional small meeting room: all the rooms are fully 
wheelchair accessible. There is a fitted kitchen where drinks and meals can be 
prepared. The following activities are now available: Pilates, Table Tennis, Yoga, 
Chair Yoga, Painting/Drawing, Horspath Garden Club, Taize meetings and COFFEE 
MORNING AND POST OFFICE EVERY FRIDAY MORNING. 

For more information telephone 07591 933964 or email horspathhub@gmail.com. The 
web site is www.horspath.org.uk/communityhub/ which also has details of how to 
book, costs, events etc. 

mailto:mapletreecc@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:horspathhub@gmail.com
http://www.horspath.org.uk/communityhub/
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WHEATLEY CARE - CALLING ALL DRIVERS 
Kath Lamont, Wheatley Care Driver 

When I moved to Wheatley in 2007 I worked full time and although I really 
enjoyed the village, did not have the opportunity to get involved with any of the 
many organisations and activities that Wheatley has to offer. 

Following retirement I wanted to volunteer for something that would be helpful to 
the community but was unable to commit to regular hours.  

Wheatley Care advertised In the Parish Magazine for additional drivers and after 
a friendly chat and cup of tea with Joy Fitzpatrick, the current co-ordinator, I 
joined their team of volunteer drivers. 

Wheatley Care, founded in 1981 by Lesley Thomas and Mary Stone, provides a 
local service to the Wheatley, Holton and Littleworth areas. It was recognised 
there was a need to provide transport for residents who need to be driven to 
doctors, hospital or other medical appointments either locally or in Oxford. The 
service is free although we welcome donations towards fuel costs. 

Wheatley Care has become part of my life and I have met so many lovely people 
and hopefully been able to help make life a little easier. 

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer driver and can spare the odd hour or 
two, why not give Joy a call on 872974 and ask to join our Drivers Team. 
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JOHN HOWELL MP 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all constituents a peaceful Christmas 
and to send my best wishes for the year ahead. May I also say thank you to all 
those who work hard in our communities to make them special for the rest of us. 
So many different things go on across the constituency that help to keep our 
communities vibrant and good places in which to live. It is always a pleasure 
when I get the opportunity to visit community activities and I look forward to 
learning yet more about what is being done in 2016. 

In a brief newsletter I cannot cover all that are on my mind at present. I will 
therefore leave those that have been widely covered in the media and focus on 
some of the other issues that have been more frequently raised with me. 

With the 2015 Paris climate change conference on the horizon some key issues 
have been raised on this. I am pleased that the UK is taking a leading role on this. 
The Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change has said that she wants a 
strong, ambitious, rules-based agreement that makes the shift to a clean global 
economy irreversible. I don’t believe that climate change is a side issue that we 
can take or leave. The environment is important in itself but it also has 
implications for the economy and our economic security. 

Access to personal communications data has been another key issue. Whilst 
many people understand the need for our intelligence agencies to be able to 
intercept potential terrorist activity, the Investigatory Powers Bill has raised some 
concerns. Following independent reviews I am pleased that the Home Secretary 
has announced that there will be a ‘double-lock’ authorisation process for 
interception warrants, requiring approval by a judge as well as by the Secretary of 
State.  

A totally different concern that has been raised over time is that of funding to our 
schools as historically Oxfordshire schools are among those disadvantaged by 
the current funding formula. I recently arranged a meeting at the House for 
representatives from the schools and all of the Oxfordshire MPs. Although there 
are no quick solutions to their concerns, I am pleased that they have been able to 
raise them face to face with the MPs including the Prime Minister.  

For more information my website is regularly updated and offers information on 
my work both in Westminster and in the constituency. The address is 
www.johnhowellmp.com  In addition, if you would like to subscribe to my e-
newsletter please email me at: john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com   
You can also follow me on twitter @johnhowellmp or on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/john.howellmp 
 

  

http://www.johnhowellmp.com/
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CHILLED OUT GARDENING IN WINTER 
Stuart Mabbutt 

If you are new to wildlife gardening and just dipping your toe, you may wonder 
where you should start. I always advise, just to start somewhere, doesn’t matter 
where, just start. That first step is always the hardest. 

Look and see what wildlife is living around you already in the garden you have. 
Watch and learn, allowing yourself space to just enjoy your garden and building 
up an understanding about what is already using your garden as a home, and its 
preferences’, may lead you to feeling less inclined to ‘tidy’ all the time. 

We live such fast and frenetic lives, hardly giving ourselves time to just ‘be’, or 
time to just enjoy our gardens. Giving ourselves space is often overlooked in the 
pursuit of getting on and doing stuff. 

If you want to plant something straight away to help wildlife before you crack on 
with this watching and learning exercise, take the chance this month to plant a 
tree. If you only have a small garden, a small tree is fine. It will give you height but 
also an entire new habitat in many instances. A Crab Apple or Rowan are good 
easy choices. You’ll be stunned how quick the birds will begin to use new trees 
and perches.  

If things like ‘weeds’ come a calling, don’t stress, remember you are building food 
chains in wildlife gardening or Food Webs which is the latest buzz term. Many of 
what we call weeds are good food sources for birds if we let them seed in 
autumn. After a while a natural balance takes over in the garden, and these 
weeds are just as important to your enjoyment and insects, birds and mammals. 
Don’t get me wrong, wildlife gardening doesn’t have to be untidy as such. What I 
do know is gardening isn’t stressful in itself, so if you are rushing around trying to 
keep up with the gardening, and getting yourself stressed, you must be doing 
something wrong.  

Challenge yourself to garden in a more relaxed way, feel the acidity levels 
decrease in your body and watch your wellbeing improve. Good luck and happy 
Gardening. Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist 01865 747243. 
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ELECTIONS MAY 2015 
John Fox  

Merry Bells is a fine polling station, but some tellers and activists make its narrow 
porch and front apron a ‘gauntlet’ for voters to run. Verbal harassment / ‘bullying’ 
were reported. ‘I don’t want to go through that’, an afternoon voter told me. Three 
of us, strangers queuing, reported ‘the gauntlet’: a supervisor cleared it and 
minutes later it re-formed. There was more. Electoral Commission guidance 
states ‘tellers’ behaviour and numbers should never be capable of being seen as 
intimidating’ - one teller per party, allowed to ask who has voted, but no more. No 
voter needs respond to a teller. However, with 7 political parties in last May’s 
elections, the voter could face 7 tellers! I wrote to SODC Electoral Officer 9 May. I 
put my concerns to parish councillors 18 May, who shared their experiences and 
promised to publish voters’ and tellers’ rights next Election. (Currently these are 
not displayed). ‘About time something was done’, was one villager’s response; 
‘It’s annoyed me for 30 years’ was another. I addressed SODC Elections sub-
committee 22 October, asking for large-font display of voter’s rights, and for the 
porch, if not the apron to be ‘No-Go’. Councillors listened carefully (my picture of 
the porch quite concerned one member), but the Electoral Officer felt he lacked 
the authority. Thanks go to Toby Newman, our SODC councillor, for spontaneous 
support: Perceived intimidation is too important to ignore. The Electoral 
Commission now tell me Eric Pickles has placed a Report on Election Reform in 
front of the government. Watch this space. 
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LOGS FOR LABOUR 
Riki Therivel 

Logs for Labour is on again! 

Would you like free firewood, or do you have a woodland that needs managing?  
The Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment’s “Logs for Labour” programme aims to 
promote sustainable use of firewood by running events where volunteers help to 
manage woodlands in return for logs.  The events run most weekends in the 
winter, are about 3 hours long, and could involve coppicing hazel, thinning trees 
or piling up brash.  All you need are sturdy gloves, shoes and a saw (only hand 
tools are allowed for insurance reasons)… or let us know if your woodland needs 
the help of volunteers.  Information about forthcoming events is at 
www.oxonwoodfuel.org.uk/logs-for-labour or ‘like’ www.facebook.com/oxonwood.  
Contact Riki Therivel, 01865 243488. 

 

 

http://www.oxonwoodfuel.org.uk/logs-for-labour
http://www.facebook.com/oxonwood
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ARTS AT WHEATLEY PARK SCHOOL 

Joanna Botha, Arts Manager 

Christmas always comes early to the Old House, home of the Arts at Wheatley 
Park School, as our singers and musicians prepare for various community 
musical evenings. Soul Band, who have already played at the Wheatley Primary 
School Fireworks display this term, are preparing their festive playlist for our 
popular annual Christmas Concert on Thursday 10th December in the main 
school hall (all welcome). This year our ensembles will accompany carol singing 
at the Fox & Goat, Tiddington and at the WPS Christmas Craft Evening.  

Our community involvement stretches well beyond music. The Art Department 
continues to offer Life Drawing to students from the local community alongside 
our own A Level artists, while Media Studies has just held its annual Film Festival 
and competition for schools 
across the county. This year we 
were thrilled to welcome special 
guest Brian Mitchell, Director of 
Wheatley’s very own 
Audiomotion Studios, who spoke 
to the students about the rise of 
motion capture in the gaming 
and film industries and some of 
the tricks and techniques 
employed to achieve amazing 
real human movements for 
computer generated animation.  

Finally, rehearsals are underway for the annual school musical which for 2016 
(February 3-6) will be the jukebox musical, Back to the ‘80s! Last year we were 
singing Radio Gaga and Bohemian Rhapsody during our highly successful 
production of We Will Rock You. This year we will be unearthing our deely 
boppers and fluorescent socks for the costume team and humming to Footloose 
and Girls Just Wanna Have Fun. 
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WHEATLEY W.I. 
Joyce Coveley 

The October meeting of Wheatley W.I. was a Bring & Share Harvest Supper, with 
guests from Quarry, Cuddesdon and Leys W.I.s. As usual members excelled 
themselves with the food provided for the supper which was enjoyed by all. 
During the evening there was a sale of craft items made by the Craft Group, as 
well as some of their hand crafted poppies.  The profit from the latter, £116.50, 
has been given to the Royal British Legion for their appeal. 

On 8th November members joined the Remembrance Day Parade & Service and 
laid a wreath at the War Memorial, then some stalwarts hurried to the Merry Bells 
to serve refreshments to all who attended. 

Those who were unable to attend the November meeting missed a fascinating, 
informative and hilarious talk by Frances Benyon on her Passion for Pearls. She 
explained how she had first become interested in pearls, during a post-university 
gap year when she visited China.  Those that she brought back with her aroused 
so much interest that she went back for more. Over the years she has had a 
varied career (she is now semi- retired) but her hobby has always been 
pearls.  For her talk, Frances covered 18' of table with a huge variety of coloured 
and shaped pearls; she explained how molluscs could be persuaded to produce 
different shapes and where the differing colours came from. However your 
chance of finding a pearl when you eat oysters is even less than winning the 
lottery. 

HOLTON & WHEATLEY CRICKET CLUB 
Alun Regan 

The 2015 season proved to be a bit of a mixed bag. Whilst the weather was 
extremely kind, with a total of 21 games played and not one game called off due 
to bad weather, we only managed 5 victories and 4 draws. On the bright side, 
most of our defeats were quite close and enjoyable games, and very few defeats 
could be deemed as comprehensive. Unfortunately the pattern of middle-order 
batting collapses continued from last season and, more than often, tended to be 
the main cause of our downfalls. There were some notable highlights, though, 
including an unexpected victory against Farnham Royal (a very strong club who 
usually beat us), a wonderful tour of the Isle of Wight and a 10-wicket win over 
Cholsey (having bowled them out for 55). 

In the end of season averages, Alan Banyard topped the batting, with an average 
of 37.25 from 7 innings, followed by Simon Switala, with an average of 25.56 from 
17 innings. On the bowling front, Guy Burford topped the table with an average of 
15.53 (57-4-264-17), followed by Alun Regan with an average of 17.15 (108-26-
343-20). Some notable individual feats included half centuries from Alan Banyard, 
Peter Burrows and Simon Switala (twice), a hat-trick from Graham Hawkins, a 7-
wicket haul from Alun Regan and 4 stumpings in an innings by Simon Switala. 

We always welcome new players of any ability. If you are interested in joining a 
friendly club, where the focus is as much about the social side as the cricketing 
side, please contact Hugh Kitchin on 873305. 
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ST MARY'S 

Church Floodlighting 

3rd October  To Celebrate the Diamond Wedding Anniversary of Stan 
   & Ann Buckingham 
19th October  In Everlasting Memory of Kenneth Cavender on what  
   would have been his 80th Birthday. 
28th October  In Loving Memory of Nigel Coleman 

30th October  In Loving Memory of Mary Harris 

31st October  In Loving Memory of Louise Robins 

21st November  To Celebrate the Wheatley Singers 
   Messiah Concert 
1st & 24th December In Loving Memory of Dawn Holt 

10th December  To Celebrate the late Mary Harris’s 
   Birthday 
10th December  In Loving Memory of Daniel Oliver 
   Lewis 
12th December  To Celebrate the Birthday of Roy Davis 

13th December  To Celebrate the Wedding Anniversary of Roy and Carol  
   Davis 
13th December  To Celebrate the late George Surman’s Birthday 

14th December  To Celebrate the Birthday of Carol Davis 

1st January 2016 In Loving Memory of Peter & Suzette Martin 

For Regular Services see the Day by Day listings.  

Other Services and Events during December 2015 & January 2016 

6th December 4pm  Christingle 

16th December 4pm  Carols at the Triangle Nursing Home 

20th December 6pm  Village Carol Service 

24th December 4pm  Crib Service 

24th December 11.30pm Midnight Mass 

25th December 8am  Christmas Holy Communion 

25th December 10am  Christmas Day Family Eucharist 
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NEWS FROM WHEATLEY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
Zena Knight 

We were very appreciative of the support given by so many to the One World 
Week Quiz Evening in the Merry Bells in October. Although not specifically fund 
raising we were able to send £250 to Fairtrade Exchange. 

Earlier in September the Ride and Stride event gave this chapel a £136.75 share 
of the money raised in Oxfordshire for the upkeep of the county’s churches. Many 
thanks to all who visited us. 

In celebrating Christmas we have our Carol Service on 13 December at 6.00pm. 
This will be followed by mince pies and mulled wine in the hall. Everyone is 
welcome. 

On Christmas morning worship will be at 10.00am and on the following Sunday, 
27 December, there will be a short meditative service. 

Sunday afternoon teas in the Chapel hall continue from 2.30-4.30pm on 6 
December and 3 January and we welcome all for delicious cakes and good 
company. 

Again enjoy cake and a cup of tea or coffee on the first Thursday of the month 
from 10.00am-12.00noon and we look forward to seeing you on 3 December and 
7 January. There will be books and magazines to swap. 

May we wish everyone joy and blessings at Christmas and a happy and 
prosperous New Year. 
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WHEATLEY DAY BY DAY 

WEEKLY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon, Tues to Fri. All 
welcome. 
Wheatley Nursery School Every weekday from 8 am to 3 pm 

next to the Primary School in Littleworth Road Contact 01865 
452725. 
Wheatley Pre-School.  Behind the Primary School Car park.  
Littleworth Road. Sessions Mon - Fri 9.00 to 11.45 am and 1.00 
to 3.30 pm Call 01865 873687 to visit, to register, or for 
information. 
Sharecare Community Club Age UK Oxfordshire 9.30am - 2pm 
Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays at Holton Village Hall. An 
opportunity for older people to meet with others. Contact Jackie 
Capper, Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or 07827 235 425. 

SUNDAY St Mary the Virgin.  Every Sunday 8 am Holy Communion. 
1st Sunday 10 am Parish Praise.  2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays, 10 am 
Sung Eucharist with King’s Club for Children.  4th Sunday 10 am 
service is Food Bank Sunday. Please bring a donation for the 
Food Bank.  
Kings Club for children runs every week apart from the 1st 
Sunday of the month alongside the 10am service. 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Road.  Mass 10 am. 
URC. Services at 10 am.  Holy Communion on 1st & 3rd 
Sundays 
Wheatley Community Church Every Sunday 10.30 am, Merry 
Bells 

MONDAY SODC Collections: (except Bank Holidays). Food refuse 
weekly; wheelie bins for general waste, recycling waste and 
garden waste on alternate Mondays.  Details 01865 875615. 
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm 
Carers and Toddlers.  Every Monday in school term at URC 
Hall, Crown Square 9.30 to 11.30 am. Everyone welcome.  Age 
0 - 3 with adult.  Details Enid (08165) 872403. 
Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group. Every Monday in 
school term time 10am - 12 noon. 
Citizens Advice Bureau 10 am - 1 pm United Reformed 
Church.  Free confidential advice on money, legal, family and 
other matters.  To make an appointment call 01844 217186 
(Mon, Tue, Fri 10-4). 
Baby Café, Maple Tree Children's Centre, 1.30 - 3.30pm 
Not-so-Young Club. Merry Bells. 2-4 pm.  Every 2 weeks. 
Beaver Scouts, boys and girls aged 6-8, during term time, 5.30-
6.30 pm, at the Scout Hut, Holloway Road (Tel: 01865 874997) 
Brownies meet in the URC Hall 5.30 to 7 pm in term time. 
Wheatley Bridge Club. Holton Village Hall. 7 pm. 
Community Choir URC Hall, 7.30 to 9 pm in term time. 
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TUESDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon 
Now I am Two Peep Group, Maple Tree Children's Centre 10 - 
11am 
St Mary’s Guild meets every 4th Tuesday in the URC Hall, 2.15 
pm.  New members always welcome See Diary for details. 
Wheatley Women’s Institute.  Meets on the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month in the Merry Bells at 7.15 pm (except no meeting in 
August and the December meeting is held on the 2nd Tuesday 
of the month). New members always welcome to join and visitors 
are welcome at our talks and outings. Contact Christine 873246.  
Wheatley Singers in the URC Hall 7.15 – 9.00pm, all welcome. 
Contact Celia Pagel 01865 872250  
St Mary’s Church open for prayer and reflection 7.30 to 9 pm 

WEDNESDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon  
Stay and Play, Maple Tree Children's Centre 9.30 - 11.30am 
Parish Office Public Opening.  9.30-11.30. Details: 875615 
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm 
Wheatley Library Coffee Morning every 1st Wednesday of the 
month, 10am - 12 noon 
St Mary the Virgin 12 noon, Holy Communion. 
Lively Library Club.  Second Wed, 2-3.30 pm, speakers, 
workshops, free to attend including tea and cake. 
Cub Scouts.  Boys and girls aged 8-10 ½, 6.45-8.l5 pm, at the 
Scout Hut, Holloway Road.  Contact 01865 874284 
Guides meet in the URC Hall, 7 to 8.30 pm, in term time. 
Great Milton & District Local History Society.  Meetings 4th 
Wednesday of month, Great Milton School 7.30 pm. Non-
members welcome. Details: (01844) 279567 
Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers and Joggers.  7.30-8.30pm, the 
Park sports Centre, Contact Helen Coombes on 01865 872551 
or 07979 538557 

THURSDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon  
United Reformed Church coffee morning on the first Thursday, 
each month from 10 am - noon. All welcome. 
Wheatley Walks.  10-11am. Meet at the Park Sports Centre - 
details from Anne on 872628 or Jean on 873430. 
Wheatley Archive Room. The Merry Bells 2-5 pm. 
Xstream.  An after school club for primary children, 3.15 to 4.30 
pm at the Primary School. 
Explorer Scouts. Boys and girls aged 14-18, 7-9pm at the 
Scout Hut, Holloway Road  (07745 285938) 
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FRIDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon 
Horspath Hub Coffee Morning 10.30am to noon 
Stay and Play, Maple Tree Children's Centre, 9.30 - 11.30am 
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm 
Scouts. Boys and girls aged 10 ½ to 14, 7 to 9 pm, at the Scout 
Hut, Holloway Road.  Contact 07745 285938 
St. Mary’s Belltower Practice.  Experienced ringers and 
beginners welcome. St Mary’s Church 7.30-9 pm. 01865 872250 

SATURDAY Parish Office Public Opening 9.30-11.30am 
Saturdads 2nd Saturday of the month, 10am - 12pm 
Scrabble Club.  1st in month.  Details of venue 872641 

 

DECEMBER DIARY 

Wednesday 2 Coffee Morning, Wheatley Library, 10am-12pm 

Thursday 3 Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm 
Wine Circle Christmas Meal, Merry Bells, 8pm 

Friday 4 Wheatley Society Clever Clogs Quiz, Merry Bells, 8pm 

Sunday 6 Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm 

Monday 7 Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am - 12pm 
Not so Young Club, 2pm, Merry Bells 
St Mary's Guild Christmas Party, 2.15pm, URC Hall 

Tuesday 8 Women's Institute Christmas Party, Merry Bells, 7.15pm 

Wednesday 9 Planning Committee, 7.30pm, Parish Office 

Saturday 12 County & District Councillors' Surgery, 10.30am Parish 
Office 

Monday 14 Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am - 12pm 

Wednesday 16 Christmas Concert by Candlelight, 7.30pm,St 
Bartholomew's Church, Holton 

Thursday 17 Royal British Legion Christmas Lunch, 12pm, New Club 

Friday 18 End Of School Term 

Monday 21 Not so Young Club, 2pm, Merry Bells 
F & GP Committee, 7.30pm, Parish Office 

Tuesday 22 The Hare and the Tortoise Pantomime, Great Milton 
Primary School, 9.45am 

 

JANUARY DIARY 

Sunday 3 Tea, Cake and Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm 

Monday 4 New School Term Starts 
Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am - 12pm 
Not so Young Club, 2pm, Merry Bells 
Parish Council, Merry Bells, 7.30pm 

Wednesday 6 Coffee Morning, Wheatley Library, 10am -12pm 
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Thursday 7 Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm 

Saturday 9 County & District Councillors' Surgery, 10.30am Parish 
Office 

Monday 11 Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am - 12pm 

Tuesday 12 Wheatley VPA Fun Quiz, 7.30pm, Merry Bells 
Wednesday 13 Planning Committee, 7.30pm, Parish Office 

Friday 15 Sleeping Beauty (Wheatley Productions), 7.30pm,                                        
Wheatley Park School 

Saturday 16 Sleeping Beauty (Wheatley Productions), 2.30pm & 
7.30pm, Wheatley Park School 

Monday 18 Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am - 12pm 
Not so Young Club, 2pm, Merry Bells 
F & GP Committee, 7.30pm, Parish Office 

Tuesday 19 Women's Institute Beetle Drive, Merry Bells, 7.15pm 

Monday 25 Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am - 12pm 

Tuesday 26 St Mary's Guild (TBC), 2.15pm, URC Hall 

Friday 29 Talk on “The Making of the Weston Library” (Friends of 
Wheatley Library), 7.30pm, Merry Bells 

 

Full contact details of local organisations can be found in the Wheatley 
Information Booklet. Copies available from the Parish Council Office. 
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