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WHEATLEY NEWSLETTER 
 

The Parish Office, The Merry Bells, 89 High Street, Wheatley 0X33 1XP. 
Telephone and Fax: (01865) 875615 

Email: clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Editor: Annette Richards, Publisher: Wheatley Parish Council  

e-mail: newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Distribution Organiser: Christine Vernade (01865) 873335 

Distributed by a team of volunteers to all addresses in Wheatley and Holton. 
Also available by post on subscription outside the distribution area. 

Ask for details. 

Cover picture: The cast of Wheatley Productions pantomime 'Sleeping Beauty'. If you 
have any photos of the village or events (past or present) we would love to put them on the 

front cover! 

The Wheatley Newsletter welcomes contributions and advertisements from 
everyone in the two parishes and from businesses and organisations serving 
Wheatley and District.  News and reports from village organisations are particularly 

welcome but contentious issues or articles promoting personal causes should be avoided – 
the Editor reserves the right not to print items, and to edit items submitted for publication.  
The views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Parish Council or 
Editor, and no liability can be accepted for any errors or omissions, although we will publish 
corrections. 

The deadline for the April - May edition is Saturday, 12 March 2015.  Contributions (max. 

250 words) to the Parish Office, preferably by email with a Word attachment to 
newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

ADVERTISING 

New adverts can only be included when existing adverts drop out.  Adverts cost £25 & £35 
inc. of VAT per edition, respectively for quarter and half pages.  Quarter page max. size: 9 
cm high by 6 cm wide or 5 cm high by 12.5 cm wide.  Half page max. size: 9 cm high by 
12.5 cm wide. Preferably in jpeg format.  Full page adverts no longer accepted. 

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Police non-emergency    101 

 Police Emergency, Fire, Ambulance   999 

 Parish Council     01865 875615 

 Merry Bells Bookings by telephone   01865 872073 

 http://merrybells.wix.com/the-merry-bells for on line booking 

 Surgery, Morland House    01865 872448 

 Wheatley Archives, www.wheatleyarchive.org.uk 01865 873343 

Wheatley Library     01865 875267 

County Councillor Anne Purse   01865 351404 

 District Councillor Toby Newman   01865 872239 

 
  

mailto:newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://merrybells.wix.com/the-merry-bells
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CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN 
Geoff Stephens 

There are still many overhanging hedges in the village and Spring is the perfect 
time to trim them. Overgrown hedges present a serious obstacle for the safe 
passage of pedestrians, especially those that are less able and for parents with 
buggies. There are two types of owner: those than can’t keep them trimmed 
properly; and those that won’t. To assist the former group, the Parish Council has 
now purchased a set of trimming tools which are available for free loan to those 
owners who don’t already have them. In addition, if there are any owners who 
would like to keep their hedge trimmed but are not physically able, please make 
yourself known at the Parish Office and we will try and put you in touch with some 
volunteers. For the latter group, well, you know who you are … take a look at 
what your neighbours are doing. The Parish Council continues in its efforts to 
facilitate safe, clear pedestrian routes through the village, thus minimising car use 
as far as possible. 

January saw the resignation of another long-standing member of the Parish 
Council. Gwendolen Birks first joined the council in 1995, she has served 
diligently on several committees and in many roles including chairman. Her legal 
experience has been a great asset to the council, particularly in pursuit of the 
continued recreational use of the Littleworth Road Playing Field by residents. She 
is now moving away from the village and thus a vacancy is created on the Parish 
Council. 
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CLERK'S COLUMN  
Gareth Morris 

As you may have read in the Chairman’s piece Councillor Gwendolen Birks 
resignation was reluctantly accepted at the January meeting of the Parish Council 
after some 20 years’ service. I would like to add my appreciation for the 
contribution that she has made to the village as a parish councillor. Gwendolen 
was my ‘first’ parish chairman when I became clerk 10+ years ago and we worked 
together on both the Finance and Traffic Committees. I wish her all the very best 
in her new home on the south coast and in all her future ventures. 

The vacancy has been declared but it is not yet known if an election has been 
called. If there is no election demanded, then a new councillor will be co-opted at 
the March meeting of the Parish Council. Please refer to the noticeboards and the 
website. 

I hope everybody had a very happy Christmas and New Year and despite a new 
year I need to repeat a very old request – TO DOG OWNERS! (sorry to have to 
shout). There has been a substantial increase in dog mess around, particularly 
(but I’m sure not confined to) the west end of the High Street, the alley way from 
the High Street to Farm Close Road and the grass alongside the path from 
Station Road to Farm Close Road where one mother with two small children 
counted thirty, yes, THIRTY, piles of the stuff. The Parish Council pays around 
£400 pa for the dog waste bins to be emptied so either dog walkers are not using 
the bins or dogs are being allowed to roam free. Either way this is a very anti-
social and unhygienic way to behave and as for putting the waste in a polythene 
bag and hanging it from trees words fail me………. Rant over, for now. 

Dates for your Diary - all meetings start at 7.30pm 

Wednesday 10th February Planning Committee Parish Office 

Monday 15th February F&GP Committee Parish Office 

Monday 7th March Parish Council Merry Bells Hall 

Wednesday 9th March Planning Committee Parish Office 

Monday 21st March F&GP Committee Parish Office 
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SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Toby Newman, District Councillor 

Happy new year to you all. This month I thought I’d give you all a brief, high level 
view of the things that SODC is doing. I hope that it will give a little more 
information and background to the decisions we make, why we make them and 
how we are going forward. 

A Panel of Councillors are presently working on up-dating our Constitutions (the 
rule by which we work). The objective here is to bring the two Councils' 
Constitutions up to date, to make them easier for everyone to understand and to 
streamline our processes where ever possible. The Scope of this piece of work 
covers all of the District Council's activities, focusing on planning, environmental 
health, waste services, housing and benefits, leisure, sports, art and local 
democracy, to name a few. 

We are pleased to have again been recognised for our work in waste collection 
and recycling, topping the national league table by recycling 67.3 percent of 
waste. Our recently introduced service collecting textiles and small electrical 
items is going well, and all of these initiatives help towards greater efficiency, 
greater environmental protection and getting value for money for you, the tax 
payer. 

We are also well on our way in developing the new Corporate Strategy which, 
when it is introduced later this year, will realign the way that we work as a 
corporate body, improving the way we do things, our efficiency and 
ultimately getting the best deal we can for our tax payers. 

One of the things we are looking at is the way that grants are handled and 
we have already made changes to this process to make it easier to apply for 
grants and obtain the funds to support community projects. We are looking to 
increase the budget available, so individual communities can benefit from these 
real funding opportunities. 

As you are aware, we have also completed the first stage in the process of 
creating a Wheatley Neighbourhood Development Plan with the first Public 
Meeting held in November and the Steering Group being formed in December. 
Within the wider district we are also ramping up support for Parishes that are 
working on Neighbourhood Plans and encouraging those that either don't have a 
plan or haven't started on one yet to develop one. This is by far the best way for 
our communities to have a say in the way that they develop, both in terms of 
housing and in the provision of other amenities. 

If you do want to speak with me any matter, I hold a surgery, along with our 
County Councillor Anne Purse, on the second Saturday of the month at 10:30am 
in the Parish Office at The Merry Bells.  You can also call me on 01865 872239, 
tweet @tobynewman or preferably email me at toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk 
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OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
Anne Purse, County Councillor 

The County Council is due to decide its budget in February, much awaited and 
dreaded by many. We know that some of our best loved services are at risk of 
being lost in the cuts that have been caused by the continual reduction of financial 
support to the County from Central Government.  

Wheatley and the whole area around will be hit by the proposed closure of the 
Maple Tree Children’s Centre. A meeting has already been held to raise 
awareness and people have expressed their anxiety and concern about this.  
From this meeting, a group of people including myself and other concerned local 
people have committed to trying to save whatever we can of this service should 
the County decide to close it. Can you help? If so, please contact me as below. 
The Maple Tree Children's Centres gives invaluable support to new parents and 
young children. 

The loss of a village bus is always bad news. Proposed cuts to the 103/104 
service are causing great anxiety. Meetings in Horspath and Wheatley have been 
well attended and full of people devastated by the possible impact such as those 
who would be unable to get to work, older people and those hosting students 
(especially of our local language school). I handed a petition to Ian Hudspeth, 
leader of the County Council last Thursday urging him not to cut this service.  The 
103 service might possibly be reprieved, but the news just before Christmas of 
the need for OCC to save an extra £20 million, on top of the £50 million already 
known about, has to make this less likely. Representatives of your Parish Council 
and those from other villages on the 103/104 route are meeting with bus 
operators within the next few days. As with the Children's Centres, I believe the 
best way forward is to fight the cuts to services and also to try to consider all 
possible ways in which the services might be continued for the benefit of local 
people if County Council support is withdrawn. 

These are not party political campaigns – people from all parties and none are 
working together to save our services. Can you join us? If so, please contact me 
as below, preferable by email. Anne Purse, County Councillor, Wheatley Division 
Tel 01865 351404, 07787885717, email: anne.purse @oxfordshire.gov.uk 
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THE 2015 POPPY APPEAL 
Roger Bell, Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser 

£14,127. This was the final total raised in the Wheatley and District area last 
November by our team of volunteers, including many members of the Royal 
British Legion branch. Last year’s figure up to this time was £13,213 so this 
represents just over a 7% increase and is the highest total we have raised in the 
past twelve years. So well done everybody. Saturday at Asda was lost due to 
Halloween, but this year Welcome Break came up trumps giving us four complete 
days collecting without much significant competition from their main charity 
Children in Need. We also had a day at Tesco’s at the Cowley Retail Park thanks 
to David Wright from Horspath. He also collected there and in his village receiving 
a further £3,833 for the area covered by the Branch.   

Our core collection was, as ever, at Asda, where we received £4,148, down 20% 
on last year due to losing a day, our local shops and other outlets including the 
Remembrance Day church collection bringing in £2,104. The motorway service 
area however gave us just over £5,000 and our day at Tesco’s produced a further 
£785. We again had over 75 helpers during the two weeks, including those who 
still do house to house in Great Milton, Tiddington and Waterstock. The amounts 
collected there were down a bit at £1,489. 

The 70th commemorations for the end of World War 2 during the spring and 
summer undoubtedly had a big effect in again raising the profile of the Poppy 
Appeal but there is now, I believe, a greater awareness of the invaluable and 
necessary work carried out by the Royal British Legion in caring for those who 
have suffered injury or bereavement in past wars and conflicts and which sadly 
continue to happen. The money collected through the Poppy Appeal is essential 
to enable this work to carry on. 

Thanks again to all those who helped and to those who gave so generously. In 
this collection we were even more successful this year in getting those who gave 
notes to sign Gift Aid forms which should bring the Legion a useful additional 
amount. If anyone would like a complete breakdown of the amounts raised, 
please contact me at roger_bell@tiscali.co.uk. 

 

mailto:roger_bell@tiscali.co.uk
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BUS SERVICE PROPOSALS 
Tim Davies 

As the Public Transport representative on the Parish Council I have literally just 
returned from a meeting with representatives from the Heyfordian bus operator to 
discuss the future of the 103 & 104 services.  The meeting was attended by 
representatives from neighbouring villages including Horspath. 

Heyfordian believe they can operate a single service covering the services for 
103, 104 and 108 (Forest Hill, Beckley, Stanton St. John) without any subsidy 
from OCC.  The exact details of how this will be achieved now need to be worked 
out. The service will be a circular one meaning some journeys will take longer. 

The needs of the various users were fully discussed and the company is 
considering using a variety of buses to meet the demands at certain times of the 
day.  The needs include those travelling to work, access to Morland House 
Surgery, the Cowley Centre, school children, students at CES Language School 
and other users.  Compromises will have to be made but at least it appears that a 
service can be continued.  Please let me know if you have route preferences e.g. 
Iffley Road, train station – wheatleytraffic@hotmail.co.uk 

I propose to hold a public meeting in The Merry Bells Hall at 6.30pm on 
Monday, 8th February.  A representative from Heyfordian will be present.  Please 
attend and pass on the word. 

 

 

javascript:top.openWin('/WorldClient.dll?Session=VYBPLMG&View=Compose&New=Yes&To=wheatleytraffic@hotmail.co.uk','Compose',800,600,'yes');
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WHEATLEY SINGERS: HANDEL’S MESSIAH 
Paul Christopher Walton 

The trumpets shall sound, and they certainly did on November 21st at a packed 
St Mary’s Church for the joyful return of Wheatley Singers, who performed a 
wonderfully well-paced Messiah under the assured direction of Kate Billimore. 

This was indeed a big return, featuring an orchestra of 15, a Chorus of 41 singers 
and 4 splendid soloists who Kate deployed to provide us with a delicious winter 
feast. 

Ian Barratt’s superb bitter sweet Tenor and Giles Dawson’s disciplined furious 
rage of a Bass created an excellent contrast with Shelley’s Cox’s thoughtful 
Contralto and Angela Scott-Smith’s Soprano, who well met the challenge of 
following a triumphant Hallelujah Chorus with a fine I know my redeemer liveth. 

In both halves, the Chorus sang well in all voices, with the Sopranos on 
particularly top form. It was also good to see (and hear) an enthusiastic full line up 
of Tenors and Basses. 

A mention must also be made to some fine playing in the orchestra. Bill Fox’s 
bassoon and Kathy Gifford and Nick Care’s trumpets stood out along with the 
reassuring continuo supplied by Roger Simmonds. On a wintry night, this was a 
performance to warm the heart and send you home happily humming Handel’s 
catchy little tunes. 

Congratulations and thanks are due to all involved and now suitably fortified, we 
surely look forward to Ms Billimore’s next musical adventure. Amen. 
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NEVER SUCH INNOCENCE AGAIN 
Mick Jones 

Never Such Innocence Again is the title of a small production commemorating the 
centenary of the first day of the Battle of the Somme. 

It will take place in the Merry Bells on the 1st of July and will be presented by 
Black Fox, a Wheatley band.  

The production will be a kaleidoscope of snippets of tape recorded memories of 
some villagers who were schoolchildren in 1914-1918 and an excerpt from the 
Radio 4 play Morris on the Somme featuring Ian Targett, one of Wheatley’s 
renowned actors. There will also be music and songs from the Great War plays 
performed in Wheatley since 1984. We would like to encourage anyone who 
played or sang in these productions and who would like to take part in this 
performance to contact Mick Jones on 07941 836301. So if, for example, you 
were one of the children who sang Blackberry Picking and would like to do so 
again, please get in touch… 

Twenty thousand British and allied servicemen lost their lives on 1st July 1916 as 
well as a comparable number from the Central Powers. We would like to pay 
tribute to all soldiers who took part in the conflict as well as recognising the 
massive effect it had on the home front. 

We will let you know how this venture is progressing, leading up to the 
performance in midsummer. 
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THE FRIENDS OF WHEATLEY LIBRARY 

By the time you read this the talk will have taken place about The New Weston 
Library at the Bodleian. We were excited about putting this on and hope to host 
another event later in the year. 

The library is running really well and is in constant use. We still need volunteers 
on Wednesdays and Saturdays, either fortnightly or once a month. Contact 
rosamond.lake@hotmail.co.uk 

The craft group is very popular and runs on Mondays from 10am - 12noon during 
term time. This is run by a volunteer Anne Rawlings. The coffee mornings take 
place on the first Wednesday in the month from 10am - 12noon. Come and have 
a coffee while browsing at books. The next ones are on February 3rd and March 
2nd. 

If you want to find out about your own family history, please contact Linda Price 
through the library. Thank you to all our volunteers who are helping to keep our 
library open. There is information on our website at www.wheatleylibrary.org. 
Please like our Friends of Wheatley Library Facebook page. 

CELEBRATIONS TO MARK THE QUEEN'S 90th BIRTHDAY 

On Wednesday 17th February, in The Merry Bells Hall at 7.30pm a meeting will be 
held for those persons or organisations who would be interested in organising an 
event(s) to commemorate the Queens’ 90th birthday. A Street Party or parties are 
encouraged. 
 

 

http://www.wheatleylibrary.org/
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THE PLAYING FIELD AT LITTLEWORTH ROAD 
Liz Wickens, Community Governor, Wheatley Primary Academy and Geoff 
Stephens, Chairman, Wheatley Parish Council 

Over the last few months Oxfordshire County Council, Oxford Diocesan Schools 
Trust (ODST) and Wheatley Parish Council have been working together to 
determine the future of the playing field at Littleworth Road following the expiry of 
the previous lease and joint user agreement. We can now report that a 
Memorandum of Understanding has been signed as the precursor to a 
new ODST lease which will give the Primary Academy its much-needed secure 
boundary and outdoor activity area, whilst preserving the community use of the 
western part of the field by means of a seven-year under-lease granted 
to Wheatley Parish Council, thus avoiding the need to pursue a costly 
and uncertain Village Green application. ODST state that they will look favourably 
on future applications to renew this under-lease as part of a renewed commitment 
to work with the community. All parties will now work together to manage the 
shared use of this important village asset. 
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THE HISTORY FILE: From Temple Close to Templars Close 
John Fox 

On Friday, 13 October 1307, France arrested its Knights Templar. A dawn swoop 
in January 1308 saw the English, Scots and Irish Templars taken in. The 
commander [Preceptor] at Temple Sandford was held in Oxford Castle, while his 
sergeants [servants] and lay-brothers continued running Templar lands under 
open arrest. Wheatley tenants rented over 100 Templar acres, mostly at 
Acremead Wood, a Shotover fringe wasteland. Templars Close reminds us of a 
Temple Close, an unknown site. Oxfordshire’s £170 rents financed about 20 
Templar Knights on Crusade (‘yearly foreign service’), guarding western pilgrims 
to Jerusalem and the site of Solomon’s Temple. The Knights Hospitaller Order 
saw to pilgrim care and watering.  Both Orders answered only to the Pope, by-
passing bishops and kings. When Muslim forces expelled the crusaders from 
Palestine in 1291, the warrior-monk Orders twiddled thumbs on Cyprus 
(Templars) and Rhodes (Hospitallers, who ended up in Malta). The Pope urged 
them to recapture Palestine together, but jealousy prevented cooperation, 
corruption rumours dogged the Templars and recruiting collapsed. By 1308, 
England had just 12 Templar knights and 140 brothers, hardly the terrorist cavalry 
formations of Ivanhoe and Dan Browne.  Papal inquisitors judged them, but 
English law banned use of torture for ‘evidence’: in England, no magic, devil 
worship or orgies were ‘confessed’.  France allowed torture, so its leading 
Templars were burned.  In 1312 the Pope abolished the Order, transferring all 
assets (including Wheatley) to The Hospitallers. The legal handover took 30 years 
– public feeling weighed so strongly against these pseudo-religious warlords. 
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HIGH-SPEED BROADBAND 

As part of the Better Broadband for Oxfordshire programme, a fibre-enabled cabinet is now 
live and ready to take orders in Wheatley. This means that 258 residents and businesses 
in the parish will be able to request an upgrade to fibre-enabled broadband from a range of 
Internet Service Providers (ISPs). In most cases, this means that residents can select a 
product offering download speeds above 24Mb/s following infrastructure upgrades made 
via the Better Broadband for Oxfordshire programme.  

The cabinet in the following location is now sporting a large sticker declaring, ‘Fibre 
broadband is here.’ This indicates that the cabinet is live and ready to take customer 
orders. Wheatley Cabinet 13: Located on Station Road, Wheatley, Oxford OX33 1ST 

Wheatley Cabinet 13: 

Serves 19 postcodes 

OX33 1HU OX33 1NH OX33 1SL OX33 1XJ 

OX33 1LZ OX33 1NN OX33 1SR OX33 1XP 

OX33 1NA OX33 1PB OX33 1SX OX33 1YB 

OX33 1NB OX33 1QL OX33 1UB OX33 1YJ 

OX33 1NE OX33 1SF OX33 1UQ  

Please note that improved broadband services are not turned on automatically. To access 
fibre-enabled broadband, please contact your chosen ISP or use comparison sites to find 
available packages. There is a list of ISPs on the Better Broadband for Oxfordshire 
website: http://www.betterbroadbandoxfordshire.org.uk/broadband-providers 

If you contact an ISP, please state that you wish to order ‘fibre-enabled / superfast 
broadband,’ otherwise they may offer you a slower broadband service. Your chosen ISP 
should be able to offer any technical assistance to access fibre-enabled / superfast 
broadband.  

   

http://www.betterbroadbandoxfordshire.org.uk/broadband-providers
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WHEATLEY CE PRIMARY ACADEMY 
J Morters, Headteacher 
 

 

In November we had our church inspection which resulted in a super report, the 
full version is on our web site. 

‘’Supported by the work of the Oxford Diocese Multi Academy Trust, Christian 
values are now securely embedded within the day to day life of the school. As a 
result, children’s high standards of behaviour display that they want to learn and 
this is often remarked upon by visitors and when pupils go off site for educational 
visits. Pupils’ academic attainment is good as is attendance, with no reported 
pupil exclusions. Parents say their children are very happy at school and 
achieving well. They say that they are inspired by the celebration of Christian 
values and that these develop caring children who look out for each other.’’  

Well done to all the children, staff and families; team work supported us achieving 
in all aspects of educating the children. 

The unvalidated national results for primary schools across England for the 
school year 2014-2015 were published at the end of October. We are pleased 
with the results. KS2 [Y6] VA [value added] is significantly above national 
averages for all subjects together and individually. All subjects 102.1; 
Maths=102.3; Reading=101.0; Writing=102.4. KS1 [Y2] results were in line with 
national averages. The proportion of Y1 pupils that met the expected standard in 
phonics was above the national figure. 

It was super to see around 1000 members of the community at our PTA fireworks 
event in November, they were amazing as usual-well done our PTA.  
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MORLAND HOUSE SURGERY 
Barbara Noakes 

New Health Information Website for Oxfordshire - visit www.my-coach.org.uk 

COACH offers patients healthcare support, local information and signposting in 
four key areas; Health Services, Support and Advice with a symptom checker, 
Wellbeing and Health Conditions drawing information from NHS Choices, 
Oxfordshire County Council and local voluntary and support groups.  In a unique 
approach COACH will include a developing directory to enable users to find 
details on local services, clubs and support groups and combine these results 
with the best available online health and wellbeing groups.  

COACH allows users to self-care by choosing the right service or using the 
symptom checker, while under the comprehensive health services section they 
can look up their nearest pharmacies, Dentists, GPs and opticians, or find out 
about other local services – for example advice on maternity, child, young adult or 
elderly care – ensuring the patient receives both accurate and appropriate 
information. 

The Health Conditions section gives users tips on avoiding ill health, including 
details on available screening programmes and immunisations, living with long-
term conditions and accessing clinical information using the Health A-Z guide. 

 

 

http://www.my-coach.org.uk/


29 
 

 
 
 



30 
 

THE MAPLE TREE CHILDREN'S CENTRE 

A Children’s Centre is a place where parents and carers of 
children under 5 and accompanied older siblings too can: 

 Meet new people, relax and have fun 

 Get support from the Health Visitor and Midwife 

 Find out about a whole range of support services for parents and carers 

 Get information or advice on children’s learning and behaviour 

 Get information about training, returning to work  

There are regular sessions of Bumps to Babies, Baby Café, Now I Am Two 
Peep Group, Stay and Play and Saturdads (see Day by Day at the end of this 
newsletter for days and times). Please contact the centre for a copy of the 
current timetable. We often add extra sessions and events throughout the 
programme, so do keep in touch so you’re always up to date. The best way to do 
this is to like us: Facebook: mapletree  cc 
The Mapletree Children’s Centre, Littleworth Road, Wheatley OX33 1PH.  
Tel: 01865 873916.  
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WHEATLEY WI 
Joyce Coveley 

Wheatley WI held their annual Christmas party on 8th December, when over 40 
members gathered for a buffet meal.  It was a very enjoyable evening, with all in 
the Christmas spirit as befitted the occasion.  It was very much a "home-made" 
party, with the committee organising the food & drink as well as providing the 
table decorations, while the competition for the best handmade Christmas Tree 
decoration was won by Julie Mobbs with a beautiful bead star.  Such was the 
atmosphere the evening passed so quickly, that there was only time to sing two 
carols, before it was time to draw the raffle & make our way home. 

The New Year meeting was a Beetle Drive, for some a reminder of childhood, for 
others an introduction to a fascinating game. There were ten teams of four, 
eagerly rolling the dice to throw the six that allowed them to draw the body and so 
to start.  There was much hilarity as some raced away & others failed to start, but 
despite of a few grumbles, an amusing evening was had by all. And some 
members spoke to someone they had never spoken to before!  The Beetle 
Champion was Mary Nixey with a score of 41 out of a possible 52. 

During the evening members were reminded that the Craft Group was meeting 
again, while the Walking Group will restart on Friday 26th February to explore Old 
Headington & Bury Knowle Park. 
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WHEATLEY PARK SCHOOL PRESENTS: Back to the ‘80s 
Joanna Botha, Arts Manager 

Tickets are now available for the school’s annual whole-school production Back to the 
80s, which will be performed Wednesday 3rd to Friday 5th February at 7.30pm and 
Saturday 6th February at 6pm. Members of the community are very welcome to attend 
- tickets are available from the Wheatley Park School main reception at £7 (£5 for 
concessions). 

Back to the ‘80s is a great show for students to share with their parents who will have 
many personal memories of the era that brought us the Rubik’s cube, deely boppers 
and Rick Astley. The show is in the style of popular movies from that decade such as 
Back to the Future, Ferris Bueller’s Day Off and The Breakfast Club. 

The show follows the graduating class of William Ocean High School as they 
experience the fun, the heartbreak and the loneliness of growing up, all set to some of 
the biggest hits of the ‘80s. Unrequited love, school elections, a Star Wars dream 
sequence and high-energy dance routines all feature in this brilliant show. You’ll be 
surprised how many of the songs you know… prizes for those who can join in with all 
the words to Video Killed the Radio Star! Come and join the ‘80s party! 

ROYAL AIR FORCE AIR CADETS 
Flt Lt Nigel Furlong 

Hello, we are 2210 Squadron of the Royal Air Force Air Cadets. We are a youth 
organisation sponsored and supported by the Royal Air Force, but we are not part of 
it, and are a registered charity. 

Our role is to inspire and develop an interest in aviation and community spirit through 
a sense of fun and adventure with cadets experiencing a variety of activities including; 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, target shooting, camping, hiking, qualifying as 
a glider pilot, completing a flying scholarship. The majority of our activities are linked 
to qualifications such as First Aid at Work Certificate, Basic Expedition Leader 
Award, BTEC Certificate in Aviation Studies. 

For those career minded teenagers we provide opportunities through a network of 
organisations such as the Royal Aeronautical Society who invite and encourage 
cadets to attend events and seminars, there are opportunities to visit aviation 
companies from those who build aircraft, to Research and Development businesses to 
those who build orbital satellites and all the support activities associated with 
operating airports or delivering air shows. This gives great opportunities to learn the 
industry and network. 

Should an individual wish to join the Royal Air Force we can support their interest 
by providing them with knowledge of what the RAF does, its terminology, what aircraft 
it has, who does what in the RAF, its structure, where it operates and, to a small 
degree, what the service, and in particular culture and ethos, of the RAF is. We can't 
get people in the RAF but we can help. 

Intakes for new cadets are on the second Monday of each month. If you would like 
more information, please visit www.aircadets.tv/2210 or email me 
at oc.2210@aircadets.org to register on our waiting list for the next intake. 

http://www.aircadets.tv/2210
mailto:oc.2210@aircadets.org
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THE MERRY BELLS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Anne Ledwith, Secretary                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Some months ago a structural survey was completed for the Merry Bells and one of the 
most important items to be highlighted was the condition of the roof. The Committee 
has decided that Taylor’s will undertake the work and this should start towards the end 
of February or early March. 

There is now a functioning Baby Changing Unit in the building. A new wash basin, 
extensive plastering, electrics and decorating have made this small space look very 
acceptable. 

Many thanks to Mill View Plant Centre for their contribution to the flower beds on the 
forecourt. We do appreciate their kindness. 

THE COFFEE ROOM AT THE MERRY BELLS 

On Friday 18th December 2015 around 18 of the Coffee Room members went to the 
King’s Arms where they had an excellent Christmas Lunch and also a surprise visit by 
Father Christmas.   The meal seemed to be a success with everyone.   After lunch 
tickets were chosen for our weekly meat draw.  Jason (our local butcher) had done us 
proud with large joints of beef, pork and gammon and also a chicken.  We do 
appreciate the excellent meat he provides for these draws. 

THE MERRY BELLS AGM 

Thursday 21st April 2016 at 7.00 pm in the Main Hall of the Merry Bells.  All Wheatley 
Residents are eligible to attend and vote. 

AGENDA 

1.  Apologies for absence 
2. To agree minutes from the AGM on 28th April 2015 
3. Matters arising from the minutes 
4. To receive the Chairman’s report 
5. To receive examined accounts 
6. To receive the Treasurer’s report 
7. Election of 5 members to the Management Committee (as per Trust deed) 
8. Any other relevant business 
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WHEATLEY LIBRARY 
Wendy Stanton 

“Until I feared I would lose it, I never loved to read. One does not love breathing” - 
Harper Lee, author of To Kill A Mockingbird. 

We are now in the depths of winter and what could be better than curling up with 
a good book. Blanket and cat are optional. 

Wheatley library, situated up the stairs next to the Merry Bells village hall, 
receives stock of books and audiobooks as often as weekly.  It is genuinely 
impossible to have read everything because it is constantly changing so come to 
find just the right book for your winter reading. 

Membership is free and you can borrow up to twenty books at a time. Even if you 
are already stocked up on books, we have our usual events organised by the 
Friends of Wheatley library which you will find elsewhere in the newsletter. 

We are also starting a new activity called “Telling Tales” which is a chance for 
adults to come and listen to short stories being read by one of our volunteers for 
half an hour. This event is on the last Tuesday evening of the month at 6pm.  The 
first group met on 26th January and the next two will be on 23rd February and 29th 
March. 

During the February half-term there will be a story-time related to myths and 
legends on Friday 19th February at 10:30 for children between 7 and 10. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. We hope to see you soon. Tel.875267 
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COMMUNITY COACH TRIPS 
Leigh Guyatt 

The trips are still going strong!  It would be lovely to meet more of the community, 
if you are interested in joining us, email oxfordtoursandmore@gmail.com or 
phone 01865 872765. At the beginning of December, we explored Winchester 
where we visited the Christmas Markets and had a tour round the 
Cathedral.  What an interesting city with lots of nooks and crannies. 

NEXT COMMUNITY COACH TRIP – 12 April 2016 to two NT venues - Sandham 
Memorial Chapel (to see Stanley Spencer’s paintings) and The Vyne (Tudor 
House). BUCKINGHAM PALACE IS COMING UP IN SEPTEMBER.  The Palace 
has limited access and the trips have to be organized well in advance so it's not 
until 7 September and is filling up fast.  We will be visiting the staterooms and 
gardens.  If you would like to come, please get in touch. 

 

 

mailto:oxfordtoursandmore@gmail.com
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SLEEPING BEAUTY – Pantomime returns and a good time was had by all! 
Ian Germain 

Wow! The Wheatley Productions traditional Pantomime returned with a flourish 
and to high acclaim from everyone who saw it. On Saturday the audiences arrived 
in numbers with the Matinee sold out and there were lots of happy faces leaving 
at the end. That’s with the exception of the little girl frightened by our Villain (Jack 
Turner), who as always was excellently evil and there were rounds of applause 
when he met his match with the Good Fairy (Megan Murray) and was dispatched 
by our Prince (Charli Keely), who was one of our two excellent teenage leads; the 
other being Ella Stewart as our Princess. They were wonderfully supported by 
other young regulars in Chloe Brierley, Jasmine Smith-East and newcomer Issy 
Potts. 

We had Fairies, (“they’re not from the real world you know, they’re from Holton”) 
and Zombies who were all excellent, as were the Courtiers and Villagers, (who 
think they’re pirates). Speaking of our young talent, they were of course 
supported by our very experienced regulars including Colin Ring as the Royal 
Chamberlain, Kate Lockey as the Queen, Gareth Morris as the King, with one of 
his lines, “how can I be expected to rule Wheatleytania, if I don’t know what’s 
going on? I might as well be clerk to the Parish Council” and of course our famous 
Dame, Clive Hallett. They were all tremendous, especially our Dragon of 
Wheatley, who was still ‘loitering’ and again played by Kit Arnold, who in his 
Dragon ‘Onesy’ and green face had a lot of fun complete with his property tycoon 
trousers in Act 2. 

As a Community Theatre Company that prides itself on giving everyone from 
eight to eighty a chance to perform, it was a huge success and testament to the 
local talents of the Cast and Production Team. As always, the production 
standards were very high and the actors had a lot of fun, especially with the 
audience enthusiastically playing their part, which is true Pantomime and also a 
unique experience for many youngsters, and an introduction to theatre, which is 
alive and well in Wheatley. 

Our huge thanks for your support, to our outlets, Mates, Country Collections, 
Ochre Cafe, suppliers Cornfields Bakery and especially Wheatley Park School. All 
we need now is a permanent home!  
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FROM THE VICAR 
St Mary’s Churchyard – future plans 
Revd Nigel Hawkes 

Many of you will have noticed, or may have heard, that the churchyard is getting 
full. In fact, if burials continue at the present rate, we expect that we have less than 
five years' space left for burials. And because we have been getting short of space 
we have been unable to reserve burial spaces for some time. So what happens 
when the churchyard is full? 

The PCC have informed the Parish Council, as it will fall to local government to 
provide a cemetery for the parish. The Parish Council have made the provision of 
cemetery space one of the topics to be included in the development of the Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

We do still have some planning to do for the churchyard, however. Even if we are 
closed for full burials, we can retain a portion of the churchyard for the burial of 
ashes. In order for this to happen we will need to draw up detailed plans of an area 
that will be reserved for this use and 
this will form part of our application to 
close the churchyard, when the time 
comes. In order to make these 
proposals fit the needs and hopes of 
the community we need your ideas. 
For instance, would you prefer a 
lawned area where ashes can be 
buried without any individual stones, 
but with a book of remembrance in 
church, or would you want the 
possibility of individual plots and 
memorial stones? Of course, the 
disadvantage of the second option is 
that the available space will fill up much quicker, and the disadvantage of the first 
is the lack of an identifiable plot for an individual’s ashes. 

Finally, a note of reassurance. If you are hoping to be buried in the existing grave 
of a family member, then that should still be possible after the churchyard is closed, 
provided that we have knowledge of your wishes. Also, if you have already reserved 
a plot you will still be able to be buried there. We will be researching the status of 
reserved and ‘double’ graves in the churchyard and will be asking people to let us 
know their wishes in due course. 

Whatever happens in the future, we will try to ensure that the churchyard remains 
a peaceful haven, a place of remembrance and a fitting setting for our parish 
church. 



47 
 

 



48 
 

ST MARY'S 

St Mary’s Church Floodlighting 

24th December  In memory of Robin Wilson 

10th January  To celebrate the birthday of the late Pamela Moss 

14th February  In memory of Tom Braham 

16th February  To celebrate the birthday of the late Olive Gee 

For Regular Services see the Day by Day listings.  

Other Services and Events during February and March 2016: 

Ash Wednesday, 10th February. Services at 12noon and 7pm. 

Palm Sunday, 20th March. Procession to church from the Merry Bells, start 
9.45am. 

Holy Week: 21st to 25th March: 

Monday to Wednesday: Holy Communion at 12noon. 

Maundy Thursday. 7.30pm Shared service at URC. 

Good Friday. 2pm Liturgy for the Day and Veneration of the Cross. 

Easter Day, 27th March: 6am Easter Vigil. 8am Holy Communion. 10am Festal 
Eucharist. 
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NEWS FROM WHEATLEY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
Zena Knight 

On Friday, 4 March we will be holding the Women’s World Day of Prayer service 
at 2.00pm in the chapel. Prepared by the women of Cuba, the theme is “Receive 
Children, Receive Me”. All are welcome, men included, and refreshments will 
follow the service. 

We are hosting Soup Lunches during the period of Lent in the hall at 12.00 noon 
on the following Saturdays: 13, 20 and 27 February, 5, 12 and 19 March. 

Sunday afternoon teas in the hall continue from 2.30-4.30pm on 7 February and 6 
March and we welcome all for delicious cakes and good company. 

The first Thursday of the month sees our regular coffee morning from 10.00am-
12.00noon and we look forward to seeing you on 4 February and 3 March. 

There will be a number of services and events during Holy Week leading up to 
Easter. Please watch out for details on the notice board. The Easter Sunday 
service with Holy Communion will be at 10.00am in the chapel and led by Revd 
Duncan Wilson. 

 

WHEATLEY AREA CHURCHES (WAC) 
Tony Barry 

As mentioned above, on the six Saturdays of Lent, there will be simple Lenten 
soup lunches with each church that makes up WAC taking a turn or two at hosting 
the lunches, with donations from the lunches going to support Christian Aid’s work 
worldwide. One lunch (Saturday 12th March) will have particular emphasis on 
Fairtrade. (Fairtrade Fortnight runs from 29th February to 13th March).  

It is also hoped to provide some form of study or meditation on one evening each 
week during Lent, (look out for further details in the church magazines).  

There is a fundraising musical event taking place at Holton Village Hall on the 
evening of Friday 12th February, in part, to support the ongoing restorative 
works and upgrading of St Bartholomew’s Church Holton. Please see the central 
'Noticeboard' pages for details. 

For church events taking place in the village from Palm Sunday, through Holy 
Week and over the Easter Holiday period, please see posters, to be displayed 
throughout the village, in March. 
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WHEATLEY DAY BY DAY 

WEEKLY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon, Tues to Fri. All 
welcome. 
Wheatley Nursery School Every weekday from 8 am to 3 pm 

next to the Primary School in Littleworth Road Contact 01865 
452725. 
Wheatley Pre-School.  Behind the Primary School Car park.  
Littleworth Road. Sessions Mon - Fri 9.00 to 11.45 am and 1.00 
to 3.30 pm Call 01865 873687 to visit, to register, or for 
information. 
Sharecare Community Club Age UK Oxfordshire 9.30am - 2pm 
Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays at Holton Village Hall. An 
opportunity for older people to meet with others. Contact Jackie 
Capper, Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or 07827 235 425. 
 

SUNDAY St Mary the Virgin.  Every Sunday 8 am Holy Communion. 
1st Sunday 10 am Parish Praise.  2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays, 10 am 
Sung Eucharist with King’s Club for Children.  4th Sunday 10 am 
service is Food Bank Sunday. Please bring a donation for the 
Food Bank.  
Kings Club for children runs every week apart from the 1st 
Sunday of the month alongside the 10am service. 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Road.  Mass 10 am. 
URC. Services at 10 am.  Holy Communion on 1st & 3rd 
Sundays 
Wheatley Community Church Every Sunday 10.30 am, Merry 
Bells 
 

MONDAY SODC Collections: (except Bank Holidays). Food refuse 
weekly; wheelie bins for general waste, recycling waste and 
garden waste on alternate Mondays.  Details 01865 875615. 
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm 
Carers and Toddlers.  Every Monday in school term at URC 
Hall, Crown Square 9.30 to 11.30 am. Everyone welcome.  Age 
0 - 3 with adult.  Details: Enid (08165) 872403. 
Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group. Every Monday in the 
Library, 10am - 12noon in school term time. 
Citizens Advice Bureau 10 am - 1 pm United Reformed 
Church.  Free confidential advice on money, legal, family and 
other matters.  To make an appointment call 01844 217186 
(Mon, Tue, Fri 10-4). 
Baby Café & Bumps to Babies Maple Tree Children's Centre, 
Littleworth Rd 1.30 - 3.30pm. T 01865 873916 
Not-so-Young Club. Merry Bells. 2-4 pm. Every 2 weeks - see 
diary 
Beaver Scouts, boys and girls aged 6-8, during term time, 5.30-
6.30 pm, at the Scout Hut, Holloway Rd (Tel: 01865 874997) 
Brownies meet in the URC Hall 5.30 to 7 pm in term time. 

mailto:Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
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Wheatley Bridge Club. Holton Village Hall. 7 pm. 
Community Choir URC Hall, 7.30 to 9 pm in term time. 
 

TUESDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon 
Now I am Two Peep Group, Maple Tree Children's Centre 10 - 
11am. Contact 01865 873916 
St Mary’s Guild meets every 4th Tuesday in the URC Hall, 2.15 
pm.  New members always welcome See Diary for details. 
Wheatley Women’s Institute.  Meets on the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month in the Merry Bells at 7.15 pm (except no meeting in 
August and the December meeting is held on the 2nd Tuesday 
of the month). New members always welcome to join and visitors 
are welcome at our talks and outings. Contact Christine 873246.  
Wheatley Singers in the URC Hall 7.15 – 9.00pm, all welcome. 
Contact Celia Pagel 01865 872250  
St Mary’s Church open for prayer and reflection 7.30 to 9 pm 
 

WEDNESDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon  
Stay and Play, Maple Tree Children's Centre 9.30 - 11.30am.  
Contact 01865 873916 
Parish Office Public Opening.  9.30-11.30am Details: 875615 
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm 
Wheatley Library Coffee Morning every 1st Wednesday of the 

month, 10am - 12 noon 
St Mary the Virgin 12 noon, Holy Communion. 
Cub Scouts.  Boys and girls aged 8-10 ½, 6.45-8.l5 pm, at the 
Scout Hut, Holloway Road.  Contact 01865 874284 
Guides meet in the URC Hall, 7 to 8.30 pm, in term time. 
Great Milton & District Local History Society.  Meetings 4th 
Wednesday of month, Great Milton School 7.30 pm. Non-
members welcome. Details: (01844) 279567 
Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers and Joggers.  7.30-8.30pm, the 
Park sports Centre, Contact Helen Coombes on 01865 872551 
or 07979 538557 
 

THURSDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon  
United Reformed Church coffee morning on the first Thursday, 
each month from 10 am - noon. All welcome. 
Wheatley Walks.  10-11am. Meet at the Park Sports Centre - 
details from Anne on 872628 or Jean on 873430. 
Wheatley Archive Room. The Merry Bells 2-5 pm. 
Xstream.  An after school club for primary children, 3.15 to 4.30 
pm at the Primary School. 
Explorer Scouts. Boys and girls aged 14-18, 7-9pm at the 
Scout Hut, Holloway Road (07745 285938) 
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FRIDAY Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm  
Stay and Play, Maple Tree Children's Centre, 9.30 - 11.30am 
Contact 01865 873916 
Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon 
Horspath Hub Coffee Morning 10.30am to noon 
Scouts. Boys and girls aged 10 ½ to 14, 7 to 9 pm, at the Scout 
Hut, Holloway Rd.  Contact 07745 285938 
St. Mary’s Belltower Practice.  Experienced ringers and 
beginners welcome. St Mary’s Church 7.30-9 pm. 01865 872250 
 

SATURDAY Parish Office Public Opening 9.30-11.30am 
Saturdads 2nd Saturday of the month, Maple Tree Children's 
Centre, Littleworth Rd 10am - 12pm. Contact 01865 873916 
Scrabble Club.  1st in month.  Details of venue: T.872628 

 

FEBRUARY DIARY 

Monday 1 Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm 
Not so Young Club, 2pm, Merry Bells 

Wednesday 3 Coffee Morning, Wheatley Library, 10am-12pm 
'Back to The Eighties', Wheatley Park School, 7.30pm 

Thursday 4 Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm 
Wine Circle, Merry Bells, 8pm 
'Back to The Eighties', Wheatley Park School, 7.30pm 

Friday 5 Wheatley Society, A.G.M., Merry Bells, 8pm 
'Back to The Eighties', Wheatley Park School, 7.30pm 

Saturday 6 'Back to The Eighties', Wheatley Park School, 6pm 

Sunday 7 Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm 

Monday 8 Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm 
Bus Service Proposals Meeting, Merry Bells, 6.30pm 

Tuesday  9 Wheatley VPA, Tropical Fruits, 7.30pm, Merry Bells 

Wednesday 10 Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm 

Friday 12 End of School Term 3 
An Evening of Big Band Jazz, Holton Village Hall, 8pm 

Saturday 13 County & District Councillors' Surgery, Parish Office, 
10.30am 

Monday 15 Not so Young Club, 2pm, Merry Bells 
F & GP Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm 

Tuesday 16 Women's Institute, Merry Bells, 7.15pm 

Wednesday 17 Meeting about the Queen's 90th Birthday Celebrations, 
Merry Bells, 7.30pm 

Friday 19 Myths and Legends Story-time for 7-10 year olds 
accompanied by an adult, Wheatley Library, 10:30am 
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Monday 22 School Term 4 starts 
Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm 

Tuesday 23 St Mary's Guild, 2.15pm, URC Hall 
Telling Tales (for adults), Wheatley Library, 6pm 

Friday 26 Macmillan Mammoth Quiz, Merry Bells, 7pm 
Muther's Union (Live Music), Holton Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Monday 29 Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm 
Not so Young Club, 2pm, Merry Bells 

 
 

MARCH DIARY 
 

Wednesday 2 Coffee Morning, Wheatley Library, 10am-12pm 

Thursday 3 Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm 
Wine Circle, Merry Bells, 8pm 

Friday 4 Call My Wine Bluff, Holton Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Sunday 6 Tea, Cake and Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm 

Monday 7 Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm 
Parish Council, Merry Bells, 7.30pm 

Tuesday 8 Wheatley VPA, Merry Bells, 7.30pm 
Wednesday 9 Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm 

Friday 11 Wheatley Society, Merry Bells, 2.30pm 

Saturday 12 County & District Councillors' Surgery, Parish Office, 
10.30am 

Monday 14 Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm 
Not so Young Club, 2pm, Merry Bells 

Tuesday 15 Women's Institute, A.G.M. & Quiz, Merry Bells, 7.15pm 

Monday 21 Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm 
F & GP Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm 

Tuesday 22 St Mary's Guild, 2.15pm, URC Hall 

Thursday 24 School Term 4 Ends (Term 5 starts Mon 11 April) 

Monday 28 Not so Young Club, 2pm, Merry Bells 

Tuesday 29 Telling Tales (for adults), Wheatley Library, 6pm 

Full contact details of local organisations can be found in the Wheatley 
Information Booklet. Copies available from the Parish Council office or 

www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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