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WHEATLEY NEWSLETTER 
 

The Parish Office, The Merry Bells, 89 High Street, Wheatley OX33 1XP 
Clerk: Michelle Legg, Telephone: (01865) 875615 

email: clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk  
website: www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Editor: Annette Richards, Publisher: Wheatley Parish Council  
email: newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Distribution Organiser: Christine Vernede (01865) 873335 
Distributed by a team of volunteers to all addresses in Wheatley and Holton. 
Also available by post or email on subscription outside the distribution area. 

Cover picture: Apple Pressing Day, 2016. See p23 for more info on this year's event. 
Thank you to Tim Blightman for kindly sharing this photo. If anyone has photos of the 
village or events (past or present) we would love to put them on the front cover! 

The Wheatley Newsletter welcomes contributions and advertisements from 
everyone in the two parishes and from businesses and organisations serving 
Wheatley and District.  News and reports from village organisations are particularly 
welcome but contentious issues or articles promoting personal causes should be avoided – 
the Editor reserves the right not to print items and to edit items submitted for publication. 

The views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Parish Council or 
Editor, and no liability can be accepted for any errors or omissions, although we will publish 
corrections. 

The deadline for the December-January edition is Saturday 11th November 2017.  
Contributions (max. 250 words, please) to the Parish Office, preferably by email with a 
Word attachment to newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

ADVERTISING 
New adverts can only be included when existing adverts drop out.  Adverts cost £25 & £35 
inc. of VAT per edition, respectively for quarter and half pages. 

Quarter page max. size: 9 cm high by 6 cm wide or 5 cm high by 12.5 cm wide. Half page 
max. size: 9 cm high by 12.5 cm wide. Send as an email attachment (pdf or jpeg format) to 
the above email address. Full page adverts no longer accepted. 

 

mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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CHAIR'S COLUMN 
Anne Davies 

As the season changes from summer to autumn, changes are happening too at 
the Parish Council.  Three councillors have resigned to concentrate on other 
activities.  Geoff Stephens has stepped down to enjoy his retirement and indulge 
in a long desired ‘gap year’, although he will continue to be active in the village 
with the Wheatley Wanderers and the Windmill Preservation Society. 

Sarah Coleridge, a long serving councillor, has also resigned due to other 
commitments including being a governor at the John Watson School.  Janet Carr, 
one of the Council’s longest service members also intends to step down as noted 
in her submission to this newsletter.  Thank you, Janet, Geoff and Sarah for your 
efforts and dedication as councillors. 

And, on the subject of change….. this will be my last column as Chair.  My 
husband, Tim and I will be moving away from the village and will, therefore, both 
be leaving the Council.  This of course will leave five parish council vacancies and 
I would urge any resident interested in making a difference to the community to 
consider becoming a councillor.  There are many evolving developments that will 
affect Wheatley in the coming months and years, including the future of the 
Oxford Brookes site, housing developments and the proposed Oxford to 
Cambridge Expressway.  If you want to be involved in the process, being a 
councillor is a good place to start. 

There have also been changes in the parish office which has been undergoing 
damp proofing and redecoration.  Michelle and Annette are to be applauded for 
suffering through the renovations, particularly while all doors were open during a 
cold spell to allow the plaster to dry! 

Following the success of last year's Christmas Fair, the High Street traders are 
planning a repeat on 1st December - look out for posters giving more information. 

It has been a privilege to serve the Parish Council and I wish Wheatley and its 
residents all the very best in the future. 
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CLERK'S COLUMN 
Michelle Legg 

They told me August will be quieter! How wrong they all were…. with damp 
treatment being undertaken in the parish office, repairs to vandalised seats and 
equipment, extra-ordinary meetings, staff holidays and plenty of village issues to 
address there certainly hasn’t been a dull moment! 

Thank you to those of you who have been outside your properties and helped to 
remove the abundance of weeds that have sprouted up over the summer. I have 
heard some great stories of neighbours meeting up, helping each other and 
encouraging others to do their bit too. Steve and John have been out where they 
can and we are still working with Oxfordshire County Council to discuss annual 
gulley clearance but in the short term if you haven’t done yours yet, please can I 
urge you to pop out for a few minutes and give it a go. 

Some of you came along to the September Parish Council meeting to share in the 
discussions over improvements to land close to the shops. This proved the 
passion and interest many of you have in striving to improve the village for 
everyone. Why not put this drive and enthusiasm to another cause and represent 
the community as a councillor? 

It really does take ‘all sorts’ whatever your interests, background, skills, gender, 
age or locality* you really can make a difference. To find out more contact me in 
the parish office or have a chat with one of your parish councillors. 

*To qualify to stand you must live or work in the parish of Wheatley or within three 
miles of the village. Other criteria apply so do check out 
www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk for more details. 

Dates for your Diary - Parish Council Meetings start at 7.30pm 

Parish Council Mon 2nd Oct & 6th Nov Merry Bells Hall 

Planning Committee Tues 10th Oct & Wed 8th Nov Parish Office 

Finance Committee Mon 16th Oct M.B. Coffee Rm 

Open Spaces Committee Mon 20th Nov Parish Office 

 
The Parish Council Office is open to the public on Wednesdays and  

Saturdays mornings 9.30 - 11.30am. 

The County and District Councillors' surgery will be held on Saturday 
14th October and 11th November 10.30 - 11.30am  

in the Parish Office. 

 

 

http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
Kirsten Johnson - County Councillor Wheatley Division 

I was pleased to see OCC Highways’ refurbishment of the village road in 
Holton.  There was a problem with the double yellow lines not being completed which I 
chased up at County Council on residents’ behalf. All now appears to be sorted and 
the road is much improved. 

I have been in contact with an OCC Lighting Engineer regarding improving the lighting 
in Ambrose Rise. There is no OCC money available for new lighting. However, I have 
asked OCC for a quote on how much this will cost and will report back to Parish 
Council. WPC will need to provide funding or seek CIL funding from nearby 
developments. 

I submitted a motion on reinstating bus services across the county which was 
accepted for debate at Full Council meeting on 11th September. Unfortunately, we ran 
out of time so this item is now to be debated at the November meeting. I am 
continuing to advocate for better bus services for local residents, and will be meeting 
with the Chair of Bus Users Oxford to get his expertise on this situation. 

At the Full Council meeting I submitted an amendment to the Mental Health motion 
which was accepted.  The motion, calling for better early intervention for children and 
young people, was passed unanimously. 

I also spoke on a motion to ask central government for more funds to fix our failing 
roads. I gave several illustrations of local roads which have caused damage to cars, 
and called for prudential borrowing to fix our county’s roads. The cabinet member for 
finance liked the idea of prudential borrowing and will look into it. The motion itself, to 
ask central government for more funds to fix our roads, passed. 

On 7th September, I attended a briefing at County Council on the Oxfordshire-
Cambridge Expressway.  Highways England has now commissioned Jacobs to 
undertake the next stage of consultation. The first part of this will be determining the 
general route the expressway should take (north or south of Oxford). The second part 
of the options consultation will be in determining the specific route. The final route is 
scheduled to be finalised by May 2019. It is important that local residents take every 
opportunity to lobby their MPs and government officials with their views on the 
Expressway.  I am calling for better rail infrastructure, improvements for the A34, and 
am opposing any version of the superhighway which will build a new road through our 
Greenbelt. 
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WHEATLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REPORT 
John Fox, Chairman 

Closer liaison now exists between SODC Planners (about to unveil their proposed 
Final Local Plan) and the WNP Committee (about to compose their Draft Final 
Neighbourhood Plan). We are almost running in parallel. Two long workshops on 
10 August and 7 September confirmed that WNP really is now a 'top priority' and 
we were as impressed as were our advisers. On 7 September, however, after 
welcome advice on how we should express community opinion on the Brookes 
and Railway sites, we learned that SODC proposed removing from the Final Local 
Plan 2033 their (and our) proposal that land adjacent to the industrialised eastern 
part of the village be taken out of Green Belt. The reason given was lack of time 
to prepare the case. One WNP committee member spoke the disappointment of 
us all that day. 'I volunteered to help guide desirable change in a developing 
village'.  

At the SODC Scrutiny Committee on 13 September, Roy Gordon, WNP Vice-
Chair, presented the case for keeping our draft NP intact in the Final LP 2033. 
Brookes site will see no houses till 2021 and then might not be used for housing 
at all. Wheatley needs its own options too. A unanimous vote from SODC's 
Scrutiny Committee recommended this to SODC Cabinet. One District councillor 
exclaimed 'How refreshing to have a positive proposal!'  The following day, our 
SODC link adviser rang to declare that SODC want to 'hit the ground running' with 
WNP. 

The proposed Final LP 2033 will be up for District Public Consultation in October. 
It will be exhibited in Wheatley as in other communities. Watch WPC noticeboard 
for the date. Meanwhile WNP Committee will beaver away at completing Draft 
Final WNP.  I cannot promise silence while we work! Thank you all for the 
encouragement and goodwill over this last year and three quarters. 

WNP website:  www.wheatleyneighbourhoodplan.co.uk 

http://www.wheatleyneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/
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2017 ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 
Roger Bell, Poppy Appeal Honorary Organiser 

Once again, it's that time of year and although thankfully our involvement in 
warfare, and thus casualties, has been much reduced in the past few years, the 
need for money and support for those who have suffered in earlier conflicts is still 
very great and who knows what may happen in the future. 

Last year in the Wheatley area we raised over £14,000 which was a huge 
success and will be a tough target to beat. We have already had confirmation that 
Welcome Break are prepared to give us four days from 7-10th November. So with 
our main collection at Asda from 4-10th November, plus the Army cadets on 
Saturday 11th, more volunteers are needed. I am therefore looking for people to 
help with this worthwhile task with 1&1/2 hour slots between 9am-7.30pm at Asda 
and 9.30am-6.30pm at Welcome Break. 

If you are able to help during these times please let me know a.s.a.p. on 875286, 
email roger_bell@tiscali.co.uk or post a note to 11 St Mary's Close, Wheatley 
OX33 1YP stating your preferred time/s. If you are only able to do an hour's 
session I'm sure we can work this in. I hope some of you will be able to do more 
than one session. I will be sending out an email to all those who have helped in 
previous years. Please respond even if you are unable to help. Thanks for 
your support. 

mailto:roger_bell@tiscali.co.uk
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THE HISTORY FILE - BELLS 
John Fox 

A Russian treble bell, 23 cm across and 9 kilos heavy, calls 
Wheatley St Mary's to prayer every Sunday. It used to call 
across Troitsa on the Dvina River. Dugald Hancock of the 
Russian Relief Force observed Bolshevik lines from Troitsa 
belfry before British soldiers left Russia, 1919.  The bell came 
with him. He studied Russian at Oxford, where he met Vivien 
Bell, daughter of the Vicar of Wheatley, and her brother 
Anthony, a wounded ex-officer. Dugald flunked his degree and 
Vivien lost all interest in Pharmacy. Oxford also refused 
Dugald's bell, 'honey-toned and fit to get the laziest out of bed'. Instead, Vivien's 
father, Maurice Bell, accepted it for St Mary's church once Dugald and Vivien were 
engaged. (Maurice was a church music enthusiast.) The couple, however, married 

before the Registrar, keeping it 
from Vivien's parents and from 
Anthony for a year. When all was 
revealed, the Vicarage threw a 
party followed by a church 
wedding. Anthony was best man 
and, like Dugald, had brushed 
down his old uniform.  Anthony 
taught, founding a school with 
Vivien and Dugald.  He was 
engaged too, for a time. He then 
he became a Catholic, a monk 
and taught in a Benedictine abbey 
school. (His father, Maurice, also 
studied for 5 years in Rome.) 
Anthony, a large man, had his 
spine damaged by shrapnel and 

hopped-and-limped: schoolboys nicknamed him Fairy Jumbo for his gait. At Amiens in 
August 1918, the turning battle of the War, he lost two 33-ton Mark V tanks in a week, 
before German lines. 'Olwen', his second, stalled after a direct hit. The wounded 
Anthony 'legged it' under enemy fire. 'A typical 1920's schoolmaster' they said. 
[Thanks to Greg Walker for every assistance]. 

 

Vicarage sketch, 1920, now The Surgery. 

[Vivien Bell's Scrapbook] 

The Russian Bell 



14 
 

  



15 
 

JANET CARR 

For a number of reasons and after almost fifteen years as a parish councillor I 
have decided to resign from the parish council. I have had the privilege of serving 
as Chairman for three years and at various times as Vice Chair, during which time 
I also represented Wheatley and Horspath as an SODC councillor for eight years 
including a year as Vice Chair followed by a year as Chairman of SODC. 
Longevity does not necessarily make for a better councillor but I have found the 
experience invaluable and I would like to sincerely thank residents for their 
support over the years. 

I have been asked by Morland House Surgery to become a member of the new 
Patient Participation Group which I am pleased to accept and I will also continue 
as the Wheatley Age UK Community Link as the need is more obvious than ever. 
A couple of other projects also lie ahead therefore I will remain active in the 
community. 

Comments relating to the new Friday Lane Bus Stop Seat have been very 
favourable and it is obvious that it is now very well used. It is a great pity that it 
was vandalised but our Parish Clerk, Michelle, is doing her very best to enable 
the repair and hopefully by the time you read this it will have taken place. 

A number of residents have shown their objection to the High Street disabled 
parking bay being removed before a replacement which I quite understand as this 
was not the original plan. However, I am given to understand that this matter is 
under review ultimately by Parish Council and my view is that it is absolutely 
essential that a relevant space is made available in the High Street as near as 
possible to the shops for anyone in receipt of a Blue Disabled Badge.  

Please could I appeal to local residents to respect that disabled bays in the village 
are for use by Blue Badge Holders only. 

Many of you have expressed an interest in the current state of the square close to 
the shops and have suggested a green space would be very acceptable as 
opposed to a car parking area. We shall have to wait and see as not all of the 
land belongs to the parish therefore various issues will need to be considered 
before decisions are made. 

Contact details: telephone: 875126, email: janet.carr22@btinternet.com  
I am also often available in the Coffee Room on a Tuesday morning. 

mailto:janet.carr22@btinternet.com
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WHEATLEY FILM CLUB 
Peter Bayliss 

Wheatley Film Club is now nearing the end of its final 
season for 2017. We have shown a wide variety of films this 
year, ranging from blockbusters like Schindler’s List and 12 Years a Slave to 
comedies like Hannah and Her Sisters and Alan Partridge, Alpha Papa. There is 
something for everyone, here on your doorstep at the Fire Station, where we support 
the Fire Fighters Charity. 

The next shows will be Atonement on Thursday 19th October at 7.30pm, followed 
by Working Girl on Thursday 23rd November at 7.30pm. 

Membership is open for 2018. Join now and see the last of this year’s films for free. To 
join, either go on the website and follow the instructions, or just turn up at one of our 
film nights and you can join straight away. 

For more information see our website www.wheatleyfilmclub,org  or email:  
info@wheatleyfilmclub.org 

WHEATLEY VILLAGE ARCHIVE PLEA 
Steph Cox 

At Wheatley Village Archives we are missing a copy of a leaflet/pamphlet entitled 
“Guide to the Church of St Mary the Virgin, Wheatley” written by Rev. Hubert 
Brasier and wondered whether anybody in the village has a copy that they would 
kindly donate to the archives. We have a similar booklet written by Margaret 
Rosenthal but it is the one by Rev. Brasier that we are anxious to obtain following 
several enquiries. 

Perhaps, while you’re looking, you might find something else of historical interest 
about the village, that you would like to donate to your village archives. We would be 
very grateful. The archives are open on Thursdays from 2pm-5pm or contact 
stephjcox@btopenworld.com Tel no: 873216. 

WHEATLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL PTA 
Gez Foster (Co-chair PTA) 

A big thank you to all those parents who came along to our Playground Action Days 
this summer. After much clearing, digging, lugging, sanding, painting and planting, we 
now have a beautiful sensory garden! This is hopefully just the first step in 
transforming the school playground into a well-equipped, attractive, multi-zone space 
that pupils will enjoy for many years to come. Many thanks to Lizzie Tully, Michele 
Scott and Helen Flight for leading the way. You are all AMAZING! And a big thank you 
also to all the local businesses who supported us by donating materials: Wheatley 
Tyres, Grant & Stone, Buildbase and Greenplant. Finally, a huge thank you to Taylor 
Wimpey for their very generous donation of £1,000 towards the project.  

If you would like to help us with the school playground or get involved with the PTA in 
any way, please come along to a meeting (all welcome!) or e-mail Gez Foster:  
gerardfoster@madasafish.com 

http://www.wheatleyfilmclub,org/
mailto:info@wheatleyfilmclub.org
mailto:stephjcox@btopenworld.com
mailto:gerardfoster@madasafish.com
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WHEATLEY WI www.wheatleywi.com 
Joyce Coveley 

The July meeting of Wheatley WI saw the return of popular speaker Ginny Davis, 
whose talk was called "From Pillory to Prison Cell”.  We were taken back to the 16th 
Century to learn of the start of our penal system using information gained from public 
records. 

Early trials bore no resemblance to modern day ones, while punishments included the 
ducking stool, scold’s bridle (females), pillories and stocks. Later came whipping with 
a cat-o-nine tails, hanging, burning at the stake, branding and deportation. Truly 
barbaric by modern day standards and no real deterrent.  New prisons were built from 
the early 19th Century, prisoners all had their own cell and were kept in total isolation.  
This, too, failed as prisoners went mad, space was short and soon convicts were 
squashed, three per cell!  Much has changed over the last 100 years but we still have 
massive overcrowding with 10,000 more prisoners than capacity. 

Clothes, bags, slippers and mats, all made from fibres of fruit bearing plants.  A 
recycler’s dream? No, a true story about her homeland told by Philippino Analiza 
Jones at the September meeting. Analiza explained that the Philippines is really an 
extensively spread group of some 7000 islands and islets in S.E. Asia, only about 
2000 of which are inhabited. There is much poverty and many of the population leave 
home to work in the first world, all sending money back to support their families. We 
were shown how many of those remaining at home eke a living from utilising the fibres 
from food plants. A beautiful, shimmering, sheer shirt had been made from the 
pineapple plant, while mats, slippers and bags came from woven fibres of the local 
plant abaca. We saw examples of all items, but the variety of handbags was amazing.  
Had we not seen the production process, it would have been hard to believe, they 
were made from plant fibre. A fascinating and informative evening with an opportunity 
to add to the handbag collection.  What could be better?   

At the October Meeting the antiques expert Eric Knowles will talk of his lifetime's 
interest. 

http://www.wheatleywi.com/
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WHEATLEY RUGBY UNION FOOTBALL CLUB MEMORIAL DAY AND THE 
SEASON AHEAD 
Gavin Belcher 

Wheatley RUFC held their annual memorial match in memory of Dale Gostick and 
Jason Laman on Saturday 2nd September. The day was a resounding success with 
children’s games, hog roast, raffle and more, not forgetting a mini-tournament of rugby 
between Wheatley 1st XV Wheatley Chairman’s XV and Crowthrone RFC. 

With £1000 raised for charity thanks to the generous donations received from the 
community and businesses in 
and around Wheatley. These 
were; Clarendon Business 
Centre, Cinnamons, Cornfields, 
Costcutters, ID Hair, Mates, 
Michael Watts, Mill View Garden 
Centre, Wheatley Birds of Prey, 
Turner Properties, Snobby Dog, 
Kings Arms, King & Queen, 
People Value, Miss Shabby & 
Miss Chic, Pointer Butchers and 
AA Auto.  

2017 National Rugby Awards 
finalists, Wheatley, are now 

focusing on the season ahead with the 1st XV looking to cement their position in the 
new league after securing promotion. The 2nd team are again looking to build on a 
solid performance, the Veterans are looking to last the full 80 minutes and, most 
exciting of all, Wheatley’s first ever colts team are looking to start the season with a 
bang. 

As always, the club are looking for new players and have the coaching staff in place to 
help regardless of your experience. Training takes place every Tuesday and Thursday 
at 7pm.  If playing is not for you, then please do come up and support the teams as 
your support makes all the difference to this community asset. More information is 
available on our website – www.wheatleyrfc.com 

 

http://www.wheatleyrfc.com/
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SUSTAINABLE WHEATLEY – APPLES AND SWAPSHOP 
Tim Blightman 

Swapshop 
Come to our 50th ever Swapshop on Saturday 14th October at The Merry Bells 
between 9.30am and 11am (bring usable items before 10.15am). For those who 
have never been it’s a GOLDEN opportunity to pass on any unwanted items that 
you think others might have a use for, or indeed pick up something that you want. 
The idea is to reduce the amount of landfill, by recycling and re-using. 

Since we ran the first one in 2006, we have had over 8,700 visitors to the first 49 
who between them have taken out over 30 tonnes of items (we weigh everything 
that goes out to measure how much we save from landfill) which is the equivalent 
of 30,000 bags of sugar or 300 baby African elephants! 

We don’t actually accept live animals or anything which is potentially dangerous 
including liquids or clothes (there are charity clothes bins in the village) but do 
take most other things. We have a notice board to advertise large items. 

Apple Pressing Day 
We will also be setting up apple pressing equipment outside The Merry Bells on 
Sat 28th Oct between 10.30am and 1pm. We hope to have an apple themed cake 
stall and will be serving refreshments. 

You can bring along your own (washed) apples (including windfalls) and turn 
them into apple juice. Come and help us chop, press and bottle either your own 
apples or those we have been picking from around the village.  

This year there seems to have been a bountiful crop and we will be picking again 
on Sun 8th Oct and Sat 21st Oct if anyone wants to join in. 

Contact: email: admin@wheatleycag.org tweet: @SusWheatley or phone 873957 
www.sustainablewheatley.org  

FLU … ANYBODY CAN GET IT - HELP PROTECT YOURSELF NOW! 
Nollag McGrath, Practice Manager, Morland House Surgery 

Are you aged 65 or over? Or do you suffer from: 

• Asthma? 

• Chronic Respiratory Disease? 

• Heart problems? 

• Diabetes? 

• Kidney Disease? 

• Immunosuppression? 

If YES – YOU ARE AT RISK!! You Are Entitled to a FREE Flu Vaccination. 
Morland House Surgery in Wheatley is running Flu vaccination clinics for our 
patients every Saturday throughout October from 8-11am. Call the Surgery on 
01865 872448 to make your appointment NOW!! 

mailto:admin@wheatleycag.org
http://www.sustainablewheatley.org/
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WHEATLEY LIBRARY AND FRIENDS GROUP 
Wendy Stanton, Library Manager 

Dates to note: 

Wednesday 18th October 10:30am - Sips, Smiles and 
Sonnets - a few friends will be reading a contrasting pair 
of sonnets each.  Chat and refreshments will follow. 

Wednesday 1st November 10:30am - Anne Ledwith will 
be telling us about the lives of a few Wheatley residents 
who were sent to war.  Poppies will be available in the 
library. 

Friday 1st December 4pm-8pm Book and Craft sale. 

Regular Friends of Wheatley Library events: 
Morning craft sessions weekly, evening craft sessions monthly 
Drawing group weekly during term time, coffee mornings monthly 
Computer Buddy sessions fortnightly, Author talks every 3 months 

Volunteers - Thank you to all those who have committed their free time to supporting 
the library in one form or another. Currently we need a Saturday volunteer.  At most it 
would be 3.5 hours twice a month and at least it would be 1 hour twice a month.  If 
you feel able to commit that time to the library or would like to know more please talk 
to staff.  
Book club - One of the book clubs based at our library has space for a few members. 
Please speak to staff if you are interested. 
Contact us through wheatleylibrary.org or call the library on 01865 875267.
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VOLUNTEER ADMINISTRATOR REQUIRED 
Revd Nigel Hawkes 

The Trustees of the Wheatley Charities are seeking an experienced Administrator to 
provide clerical support for their meetings and for applications for grants from the 
charities’ funds. The successful candidate will need to be highly organised, used to 
working with committees, able to work independently without close supervision and 
should have good computer skills. 

The Trustees meet twice a year and the administrator’s workload is heaviest in August 
and September when applications for education grants are being made. The post is 
unpaid, but expenses will be met.  

This is an ideal job for someone who would like to contribute to the local community and 
who has a little free time to offer. If you would like to learn more, please contact the 
Chair of Trustees, the Revd Nigel Hawkes (01865 872224, vicar.wheatley@gmail.com). 

mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
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WHEATLEY VILLAGE PRODUCE ASSOCIATION MAKES HISTORY 
Aaron Savage 

The Wheatley Village Produce Association Annual Show was held on Saturday 2nd 
September.  This was the 77th year that it had been held.  For the first time in its history, 
the top growers prize known as the RHS Banksian Medal was awarded to a lady grower 
with Joyce Edwards taking the prize in a hard fought and well won set of classes across 
fruit flowers and vegetable. 

Not only that but the Millennium Trophy, which is awarded for the most wins across the 
domestic classes was won for the first time by a man with Steven Ackroyd taking that prize. 

Also of note was Neil Ramsden who won both the George Bowler Prize for the best onions 
and the Ridge Trophy for the Best Cake in the Show. Neil had previously attended Mick 
Poultney talks.  Mick is Chairman of the National Vegetable Society and provides advice 
for people with disabilities to grow their own vegetables in raised beds. 

The full list of winners was as follows: 

Joyce Edwards   RHS Banksian Media (plus membership of the RHS) for the 
most overall points across all horticultural classes 
The Harold Pigeon Award Best Photograph in Show 
The George Smith Countryman Trophy for Best Rose in 
Show 
The RF White Challenge Shield for Giant Vegetables 
Wyevale Garden Centre Trophy for Best Flowers in Show 

Steven Ackroyd  Millennium Trophy for the most points across the Domestic & 
Photography Classes and the Wilfred Sheldon Rose Bowl for 
the most points across the Domestic Classes 

Neil Ramsden George Bowler Prize for Best Onions in Show  
Ridge Trophy for Best Cake in Show 

Jim Reilly Desmond Coveley Award for Best Runner Beans in Show 
Wilfred Sheldon Trophy Best Selection of Vegetables Class. 

Terry Brooklyn Fred Davies Cup for Best Tomatoes in Show 

Petula Banyard Basil Hurdley Trophy for Best Potatoes in Show 

Rhona Woods  Markham Trophy for Best Pot Plant in Show 

Ann Buckingham Dr Orchard’s Cup for Best Floral Display in Show 

Elizabeth Murphy VPA Preserves Cup for the Best Jam in Show 

Joshua Ackroyd, Amy 
Morgan-Jones, James 
Morgan-Jones, Lily Walker 

Harding Awards - Children's Show 

Amy Morgan-Jones Harding Cup for the Junior Grower’s Miniature Garden 

James Morgan Jones First place in the Adult’s Grower Class for his cucumbers 

Grateful thanks are due to the judges of the show: 

Sean James Cameron - of the Horticultural Channel and Amateur Gardener, and formerly 
Gardening Editor of the Daily Mail, Peter Skinner - RHS Chelsea Photographer, Colin 
Dallimore – Mill View Garden Centre, Deirdre Mann - Home Economics judge and Great 
Haseley Parish Councillor and Carol Hunt - Designer Dressmaker and Proprietor of 
Thimbelina Oxford. 

Next year an award will be added for the Best Kept Allotment.  To be eligible, allotment 
holders should become a member of the Wheatley VPA.  We hold our monthly talks & 
lectures on all manner of Horticulture on the second Tuesday of the month at The Merry 
Bells and we welcome new members. 
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GET ONLINE WITH SOHA HOUSING - FUN, FREE AND FRIENDLY! 
Liz Roberts 

There are enough things to confuse us in life but the good news is that getting 
online need not be one of them. Maybe you’d like to give it a go for the first time 
or build up the skills you already have? 

You don’t have to be a Soha resident to take advantage of the housing 
association’s Get Online sessions. You can find out if you’re paying too much for 

your energy, get help to shop 
online, keep in touch with 
relatives and friends, pursue 
hobbies and so much more. 
Some of the Soha sessions are 
hosted by Adela, Soha’s Get 
Online expert, pictured with her 
volunteer Digital Champions. 
These are Soha tenants who 
have been specially trained to 
help others.  

Fun, free and friendly sessions coming up in St Mary’s Close lounge are on 17 
October, 21 November and 19 December. If you’re planning to get a device for 
Christmas, you may be glad to know we’re there on 16 January, too. Call Adela 
on 01235 515900 or 0800 0141545 (Freephone) to book. If you’re already online, 
you can contact her at digital@soha.co.uk. We look forward to seeing you! 

mailto:digital@soha.co.uk
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HOLTON & WHEATLEY CRICKET CLUB 
Alun Regan 

The second half of our season continued the pattern of the first 
half, with consistently good bowling performances being undone 
by some poor batting performances. Six of our recent games resulted in defeats due 
to varying degrees of batting collapses, with some usually consistent batsmen not 
hitting the form of past seasons. Two games have stood out, though. 

In what was probably the most exciting game of the season against a strong Phoenix 
CC team, we were set a target of 209 - a score which would have been significantly 
higher had it not been for some heroics from Graham Hawkins, who ripped through 
the middle order, taking 4 wickets in quick succession. For once, our batting clicked, 
even though we were facing a stronger bowling attack than usual, and we kept up with 
the scoring rate all the way to the end. Most of our batsmen contributed runs, with 
Atanu Sinha shining with a rapid 57. However, we eventually ran out of steam and 
ended up 9 runs short of victory. Certainly an exciting finish for the neutrals. 

The other stand out game did result in a victory over Sydenham, though. Batting first, 
we accumulated a respectable 177, thanks mainly to a century opening stand 
between Peter Cowdrey (46) and Peter Burrows (39) and a late flurry from Razi Ali (33 
not out). Our bowlers then set to work. Despite not taking any wickets, Anwar Pervaiz 
bowled 6 overs at the cost of only 9 runs, laying the foundation for our other bowlers 
to share the spoils, with Razi Ali and Graham Hawkins taking 3 wickets apiece. 

We always welcome new members of any ability and age. Our membership is 
extremely broad and our aim is to be a friendly team with a big focus on the social 
side. If you are interested in joining, please contact Hugh Kitchin on 873305. 
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NEWS FROM WHEATLEY PARK SCHOOL 
Tim Martin 

Nine months after taking over from Ms Curtis as headteacher at Wheatley Park, I can 
report that the school is in very good health. This is borne out by some excellent 
examination outcomes this summer. Our A-level students achieved record results with 
27% of grades at A or A* and 58% at B grade or above - both significant 
improvements on previous years. 

One family of triplets did exceptionally well. Caitlin, Susannah and Freddie Blundell 
achieved 7 A*s, 3 As and B between them with Caitlin achieving 4 straight A*s. All 
three are going on to read biochemistry at university, with Caitlin and Susannah 
accepted by Oxford and Freddie by Bath.  

At GCSE, Wheatley Park students weathered the storm of qualification reforms in 
English and maths. Despite the tougher standards, students achieved well in both of 
the core subjects. In particular, 24% of students achieved a Level 7 (A grade 
equivalent) or above in English. 

In other subjects, there were successes across the board with many standout 
performances including Ben Anderson, Katie Barnes, Caitlin Carlisle, Amber 
Faucheux, Estelle Henry, Amber Potter and Cydney Waite Brown who all achieved 9 
GCSEs at A grade equivalent or above including one or more of the new Level 9 
grades that signal exceptional performance.  

Equally, at both A-level and GCSE there were countless students who may not have 
achieved quite such stellar final grades, but who made fantastic progress in their 
learning or overcame particular obstacles such as difficult personal circumstances or 
special educational needs with the support of our dedicated staff. We salute them all. 

At the same time as wishing our school leavers in Year 11 and Year 13 every success 
in their next ventures, we recently had the pleasure of welcoming over two hundred 
new Year 7 pupils to the school - our biggest cohort by far in recent years. They are 
settling in very well under the attentive care of our pastoral staff.  

Indeed, creating an ever more caring environment combined with even higher 
expectations than before is a cornerstone of the school’s ongoing development. This 
is reflected in the addition of ‘Everyone Caring’ to our existing school value of 
‘Everyone Learning’.  

I look forward to working in partnership with all members of the local community this 
year, and hope to see many of you at some of our forthcoming events. 
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FROM THE VICAR 

Revd Nigel Hawkes 

St Mary’s Church 

At St Mary’s we are looking ahead to a project to re-equip the interior of the building 
to make it a better resource for the community and the Church in the decades 
ahead. Many of you will know that, with our current heating system, the church is 
really too cold to be a useful venue during the winter half of the year. We plan to fix 
that, and to improve the kitchen facilities and seating, amongst other things. We will 
be taking great pains to honour the heritage of the building, however – it is a 
magnificent Victorian church and must always retain that character, even if we 
tweak it here and there. 

I hope that you will enjoy hearing about the detailed plans as they emerge (we have 
just appointed an architect to do some feasibility studies), and will let us know what 
you think. You may also want to help by making a financial contribution, and there 
will be opportunities to do so as the project gets under way. 

These are exciting times, and I hope you will join us as we make your church an 
even better asset for Wheatley. 

St Mary’s Churchyard 

Our churchyard is getting full, and plans are being put in place to close it to further 
burials at the end of next year. Additional burials in existing graves will still be 
permitted, as will burials in already reserved plots and the disposal of ashes. Please 
keep an eye out for further information next year. As we prepare to close the 
churchyard we will have to make petition to the Privy Council and will formally notify 
the District and Parish Councils about our intentions. The Church has, in any case, 
kept the Parish Council informed about the diminishing space in the churchyard 
over the past few years and they have begun working towards obtaining a site for 
a new civil cemetery for Wheatley. 

The churchyard is a very special place for many people in the village and St Mary’s 
will continue to keep it looking in good order, with the help of our excellent team of 
volunteer mowers and strimmers. They could always use some help, so if you have 
a couple of hours free on a Monday morning, why not join them and do your bit to 
keep the churchyard in trim? 
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NEWS FROM WHEATLEY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
Zena Knight 

As mentioned before, the Creative Day on Saturday 25 November (not the 26th!) 
will be from 10.00am – 4.00pm and will be a journey into stillness through creative 
activities such as painting, felting, drawing, flower arranging and much more. 
Quality materials will be provided and the day will be an opportunity to share, watch 
or chat, be inspired and have fun. No experience is necessary and men and women 
are very welcome. 

The cost will be £5 for the day and for more information or book contact:  

Christine Tel: 01865 872865, email: the.bainbridges@btinternet.com 

Pauline Tel: 01865 873908, email: pauline.shelley@gogglemail.com 

Final date for booking is 15 November. Bring a packed lunch but tea/coffee and 
cake also provided. 

The afternoon teas on the first Sunday in the month are still proving popular and all 
are welcome to join us for stimulating conversation, tea/coffee and delicious cakes. 
The next dates are 1 October and 5 November. 

Also, the coffee mornings on the first Thursday of the month are an opportunity to 
have a chat and exchange a selection of books and magazines. If you are passing, 
do drop in on 5 October and 2 November. 

All these activities or events take place in the URC hall in Crown Square, and a 
warm welcome is extended to everyone. 

mailto:the.bainbridges@btinternet.com
mailto:pauline.shelley@gogglemail.com
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BERNARD HICKEY 

Trude Hickey and family would like to thank all 
those who sent kind messages of condolence on 
the death of Bernard. He was a lovely man who 
will be missed by all. 
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OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL’S DIY 1,2,3 FOR FREE SCHEME IS 
CHANGING  

From 1st October, Household Waste Recycling Centres will charge a small fixed fee 
per item of £1.50 for most non-household or DIY items. Residents can still deposit 
household waste for free at their local centre. More information about the changes can 
be found online at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste 

REGISTRATION FOR OXFORDSHIRE ARTWEEKS www.artweeks.org 
Jo Golding, Administrator 

May Festival 2018 is now open -  closing date for entries is the 31st December 
2017. Don’t miss your chance to take part: Artweeks is non-selective and open to 
all amateur and professional artists and craft makers living or working in Oxfordshire.  

Contact Jo Golding by email artweeks@artweeks.org or call 01865 865596. 

 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste
http://www.artweeks.org/
javascript:void(0);
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DROP EVERYTHING! For Brahms’s “German Requiem” 
Kate Billimore, Musical Director 

This is one definitely NOT TO BE MISSED. Brahms’s magnificent, noble 
“German Requiem” always draws a crowd. Its sublime, radiant solos and 
majestic, dramatic choruses have, for almost 150 years moved and delighted 
audiences. That alone is reason enough to get along to a performance. 

Add to this: the united voices of around 100 singers, many known personally to 
you; first class soloists - the wonderful Ann Mackay and stupendous Steven 
Henderson - known for their splendid renditions of the work; and an orchestral 
ensemble drawn from far and wide. Then you’ll realise that a “perfect storm” of 
elements is coming together for a very special event. Great Milton & Wheatley 
Singers and Cumnor Choral Society are joining forces for this unique occasion, 
and putting their hearts and souls into making sure all the hard work counts. 

As well as the Brahms, you’ll hear readings and poetry, specifically chosen to 
honour “Remembrance”, and spellbinding, moving solos, specifically selected for 
the evening. 

So, REMEMBER! On Saturday November 11th, set a recording for “Strictly” and 
head for St Mary’s, Thame at 7.30pm (better make it 7.00pm - you’ll want a good 
seat). Then sit back and let the glorious waves of beautiful melody and 
sumptuous harmony wash over you, knowing that you’re also supporting the 
“Centre for Cancer Immunology Research” and Oxford-based children’s charity 
“Parasol”. 
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WHEATLEY SOCIETY 
Mary Hall, Chair 

Events were fewer over the “summer” but a fascinating visit to RAF Benson included a 
tour of the Chinooks that fly over Wheatley. In September, John Fox was interviewed 

by Malcolm Benson about his 
interesting and varied career and his 
Desert Island Discs choices. 

By popular request on Monday 16th 
October, 2.15 for 2.30pm there will 
be a repeat of “Are your affairs in 
order?” Maggie Guy and Veronica 
Cowdrey will cover medical and 
financial issues to be considered by 
the aged and their families when 
planning their futures.  

Also in October, Geoff Coleman will 
talk about the tribulations and 

pleasures of running Cornfields. Find out more about how bread makes it from the 
flour sack to your table on Thursday 19th October, 7.45 for 8pm.  

For this year’s WW1 Commemoration Talk, Bill Jackson has invited Professor Sir 
Adam Roberts, former Professor of International Relations in Oxford University to give 
a thought provoking speech “Learning by Burning – Lessons from the First World 
War”. This will be a joint meeting with the British Legion on Friday 10th November 7.45 
for 8pm.  

The annual Clever Clogs Quiz will be on Friday 24th November, 7.45 for 8pm. The 
event is organised for tables of 6 and it is a “bring your own food and drink” event. 
Most importantly John Duffelen will again be the quizmaster. 

All events take place in the Merry Bells and details of each event will be posted 
around the village nearer the time. Nevertheless, do get these events into your diary 
now. Non-members are always welcome for a nominal charge of £2. 

Yoga, Pilates, Table Tennis, Art, Line Dancing, Computer Classes, Creative 

Writing, a Garden Club and it`s a perfect venue for small parties. 
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SCOUTS LEAD VOLUNTEER 
Rebecca Longthorp, Secretary for Executive Committee 

We’re looking for someone or a team of people to take on a 
volunteer leadership role to support our Trustees and Leaders to 
run the Scout Group. In Scouting this role is called a Group Scout 
Leader.  

Main tasks of a Group Scout Leader: 

• Encourage Leaders and other helpers to deliver a wide range of diverse and 
varied activities to young people. 

• Provide line management and support to the Leaders in the Scout Group, 
including holding regular reviews and enabling them to access the great 
training and support network offered by Oxfordshire Scouts.  

• Liaise with volunteers in other Scout Groups to combine activities and relate 
with the wider District and County teams.  

• Engage with the Group Trustees (known as the Executive Committee) to 
ensure standards are met across Beavers, Cubs and Scouts. 

The role is ideal for a group of people (or one person) who can’t commit to a weekly 
event but are wanting to be involved in the Scout Group. No prior experience of 
Scouting is necessary as there will be a full training and induction programme tailored 
to suit your previous experiences  

For more info contact: Chris Goodwin, Growth and Support Officer, Oxfordshire 
County Scout Council Tel: 07817 543725 email: chris.goodwin@oxonscouting.org.uk  
Twitter: @OxonScouts 

ROSE ROBINSON 

Roger, Robert and Family wish to thank all of those who attended mum’s funeral and 
for their kind expression of sympathy. We would also like to thank all who have sent 
cards; the kind words have been a great comfort to us. 

Mum was a larger than life character of Wheatley who was known for whizzing around 
on her pop-pop until she had to stop riding due to poor health. She loved her bingo 
and if she wasn’t standing in as a caller then she would be enjoying playing with her 
friends. Her zest for life, infectious smile and great personality enabled her to light up 
any room. Mum will be sadly missed. 

mailto:chris.goodwin@oxonscouting.org.uk
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WHEATLEY DAY BY DAY 

Full details of local organisations can be found in the Wheatley Information Booklet. 
Copies available from the Parish Council office or www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

WEEKLY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon, Tues to Fri. All 
welcome. 
Wheatley Nursery School Every weekday from 8 am to 3 pm next 
to the Primary School in Littleworth Road Contact 01865 452725. 
Wheatley Pre-School.  Behind the Primary School car park.  
Littleworth Road. Sessions Mon - Fri 9.00 to 11.45 am and 1.00 to 
3.30 pm Call 01865 873687 to visit, to register, or for information. 
Sharecare Community Club Age UK Oxfordshire 9.30am - 2pm 
Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays at Holton Village Hall. An 
opportunity for older people to meet with others. Contact Jackie 
Capper, Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or 07827 235 425. 

SUNDAY St Mary the Virgin:  Every Sunday 8 am Holy Communion. 
1st Sunday 10 am Parish Praise.  2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays, 10am Sung 
Eucharist with King’s Club for Children.  4th Sunday 10am service is 
Food Bank Sunday. Please bring a donation for the Food Bank. 
Kings Club for children runs every week apart from the 1st Sunday of 
the month alongside the 10am service. 
URC: Services at 10am. Holy Communion on 1st & 3rd Sundays. 
1st Sunday is Food Bank Sunday. Afternoon tea on 1st Sunday, 
2.30-4.30pm. 
Wheatley Community Church: Every Sunday 10.30am, Merry 
Bells. 
Our Lady of Lourdes: Vigil Mass now on Saturday at 6pm. 
Little Kickers Football Classes (18 mths-7 yrs), Park Sports 
Centre. Call 07412 480 804 or ktownsend@littlekickers.co.uk 
Wheatley Rugby Club Minis & Juniors Training (6-16yrs) 10am - 
noon, Wheatley Playing Field. Contact: 
Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com 

MONDAY SODC Collections: (except Bank Holidays). Food refuse weekly; 
wheelie bins for general waste, recycling waste and garden waste 
on alternate Mondays, see p69 for calendar. 
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm 
Carers and Toddlers.  Every Monday in school term at URC Hall, 
Crown Square 9.30 to 11.30 am. Everyone welcome.  Age 0 - 3 with 
adult.  Details: Enid (08165) 872403. 
Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group. Every Monday in the 
Library, 10am - 12noon. Also 2nd Mon in the month 7-9pm. 
Not-So-Young Club, URC Hall. 2-4pm. Every 2 wks - see diary. 
Beaver Scouts, boys and girls aged 6-8, during term time, 5.30-
6.30pm, at the Scout Hut, Holloway Rd (Tel: 01865 874997) 
Brownies meet in the URC Hall 5.30 to 7pm in term time. 
Wheatley Bridge Club, Holton Village Hall, 7pm. 
Community Choir, URC Hall, 7.30 to 9 pm in term time. 
Badminton Club, Park Sports Centre 8-10pm. Contact Steve 07769 

827335 

http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
javascript:void(0);
mailto:Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
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TUESDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon 
Yoga Gold, Holton Village Hall 10-11am 
Get Online SOHA, St Marys Close, 3rd in mth 10am to noon 
Call 01235 515900 or email digital@soha.co.uk to book. 
Wheatley Library open 2-7pm 
St Mary’s Guild meets every 4th Tuesday in the URC Hall, 2.15pm.  
New members always welcome. 
Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors Training, 7pm, Wheatley Playing 
Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com 
Wheatley Women’s Institute www.wheatleywi.com  Meets on the 
3rd Tues of each month in the Merry Bells at 7.15pm (except no 
meeting in August and the December meeting is held on the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month). New members and visitors are welcome at 
our talks and outings. Contact Jan 01865 558167 
Wheatley Singers in the URC Hall 7.15 – 9pm, all welcome. 
Contact Celia Pagel 01865 872250 
St Mary’s Church open for prayer and reflection 7.30 to 9pm 

WEDNESDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon  
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm & 2-5pm, coffee morning in 
the library every 1st Wed of the month 10am- noon. 
Parish Office Public Opening.  9.30-11.30am T. 01865 875615 
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm 
St Mary the Virgin 12 noon, Holy Communion. 
Nordic Walking, Go Active Gold Horspath Village Hall, 2.30pm 
Cub Scouts.  Boys and girls aged 8-10 ½, 6.45 - 8.15 pm, at the 
Scout Hut, Holloway Road.  Contact 01865 874284 
Guides meet in the URC Hall, 7 to 8.30 pm, in term time. 
Holton Table Tennis Club 7- 9pm at Holton Village Hall 
Everyone from 10 years of age upwards, all abilities. 
Great Milton & District Local History Society.  Meetings 4th 
Wednesday of month, Great Milton School 7.30 pm. Non-members 
welcome. Details: 01844 279567 
Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers and Joggers.  7.30-8.30pm, The Park 
Sports Centre, Contact Helen Coombes on 01865 872551 or 07979 
538557 

THURSDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon  
United Reformed Church Mindfulness Sitting Group every week 
9am - 9.40am. Coffee morning first Thursday 10am - noon   
Wheatley Walks. 10-11am.  Meet at the car park behind 6th Form 
Centre - call Anne on 872628 or Jean on 873430. 
Senior Circuits 10-11am, Holton Village Hall 
Age UK Information Drop-in, free info & advice. 2nd in month, 
Merry Bells 10.30 - 11.30am. Contact: Ruth 07827 235417. 
Wheatley Library open 2-5pm 
Wheatley Archive Room. The Merry Bells 2-5 pm. 
Xstream.  An after-school club for primary children, 3.15 to 4.30 pm 
at the Primary School. 
Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors & Juniors Training, 7pm, 
Wheatley Playing Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com 
Explorer Scouts. Boys and girls aged 14-18, 7-9pm at the Scout 
Hut, Holloway Road (07745 285938) 

mailto:digital@soha.co.uk
mailto:Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
http://www.wheatleywi.com/
mailto:Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com


69 
 

FRIDAY 
 

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon 
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm & 2-6pm 
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm  
Horspath Hub Coffee Morning 10.30am to noon 
Scouts. Boys and girls aged 10 ½ to 14, 7 to 9pm, at the Scout Hut, 
Holloway Rd.  Contact 07745 285938 
St. Mary’s Belltower Practice.  Experienced ringers and beginners 
welcome. St Mary’s Church 7.30-9pm. 01865 872250 

SATURDAY Parish Office Public Opening 9.30-11.30am 
OCC & SODC Cllrs' Surgery, 2nd in mth. Parish Office, 10.30am 
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. Vigil Mass 6pm. Parish Priest; 
The Rev. Canon Mervyn Tower. The Presbytery, Wharton Road, 
Headington OX3 8AJ.  Tel: 01865 672433. 
Scrabble Club.  1st in mth. Start 7.30pm. Details: T.872628 

Full details of local organisations can be found in the Wheatley Information Booklet. 
Copies available from the Parish Council office or www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

SODC WASTE COLLECTION DIARY OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2017 

Collection day is Monday  Which bin? 

2 Oct / 16 Oct / 30 Oct / 13 Nov / 27 Nov Grey, food & small electrical items 

9 Oct / 23 Oct / 6 Nov / 20 Nov Green, brown, food & textiles 

OCTOBER DIARY 

Sunday 1 Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm 

Monday 2 Not so Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm 
Parish Council, Merry Bells, 7.30pm 

Wednesday 4 Coffee Morning, Wheatley Library, 10am-12pm 

Thursday 5 Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm 
Wine Circle, Merry Bells, 8pm 

Saturday 7 VPA Annual Dinner, Holton Village Hall 

Sunday 8 Wheatley Windmill Open Afternoon 2-5pm 

Tuesday 10 Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm 

Thursday 12 Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells, 10.30-11.30am 

Saturday 14 Swap Shop, Merry Bells, 9.30am 
County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office, 10.30am 

Monday 16 Not so Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm 
Finance Committee, Merry Bells, 7.30pm 

Tuesday 17 Get Online, SOHA St Mary's Close, 10am 
WI, Merry Bells, 7.15pm 

Wednesday 18 Friends of Wheatley Library Talk, 10.30am 

Thursday 19 Royal British Legion, New Club, 11.30am for 12pm 
Wheatley Film Club, Fire Station, 7.30pm 
Wheatley Society, Merry Bells, 7.45pm 

Monday 23 School Holiday (23 - 27 October) 

Saturday 28 Apple Pressing Day, Merry Bells, 10.30am - 1pm 

Monday 30 Not so Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm 

http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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NOVEMBER DIARY 

Wednesday 1 Coffee Morning, Wheatley Library, 10am-12pm 
Friends of Wheatley Library Talk, 10.30am 

Thursday 2 Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm 
Wine Circle AGM, Merry Bells, 8pm 

Saturday 4 Fireworks Night, Wheatley Primary School, 5.30pm 
Poppy Collection Volunteers to Sat 11 Nov. Contact 875286 

Sunday 5 Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm 

Monday 6 Parish Council, Merry Bells, 7.30pm 

Wednesday 8 Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm 

Thursday 9 Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells, 10.30-11.30am 

Friday 10 Wheatley Society & Royal British Legion - WW1 
Commemoration talk, Merry Bells, 8pm 

Saturday 11 County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office, 10.30am 
Requiem for Remembrance, St Mary's, Thame, 7.30pm 

Monday 13 Not so Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm 

Tuesday 14 Village Produce Association AGM, Merry Bells 7.30pm 

Friday 17 Wheatley Society, Merry Bells, 7.45pm 

Saturday 18 St Mary's Church Christmas Fayre, 10am 

Monday 20 Open Spaces Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm 

Tuesday 21 Get Online, SOHA St Mary's Close, 10am 
WI, Merry Bells, 7.15pm 

Thursday 23 Royal British Legion AGM, New Club, 11.30 for 12pm 
Wheatley Film Club, Fire Station, 7.30pm 

Sunday 26 Thame & Wheatley Ramblers, SODC car park, 10am 
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KEY CONTACTS 
Local Governance:   

To report potholes, fly-tipping, 
broken paving, vandalism, etc. 

- fixmystreet.com 

Oxfordshire CC 01865 792422 oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Street light fault phone line 0800 317802 - 

OCC Family Information Service  08452 262636 fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

OCC Highways  0845 310 1111 highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

County Councillor Kirsten Johnson 07341 271344 kirsten.johnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

South Oxfordshire DC 01235 422422 southoxon.gov.uk 

Missed Bin Collection 03000 610610 admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk 

Bulky Household Waste Collection 01235 422406 waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk 

Housing 01235 422422 housing@southandvale.gov.uk 

Planning Applications 01235 422600 planning@southoxon.gov.uk 

District Councillor Toby Newman 01865 872239 toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk 

Wheatley Parish Council 01865 875615 clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Local information:   

AGE UK contact Janet Carr 01865 875126 janet.carr22@btinternet.com 

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire 03444 111 444 caox.org.uk 

The Maple Tree CC 01865 236700 info@mapletree.org.uk 

The Merry Bells Village Hall 01865 872073 merrybells.org.uk 

St Mary's Church 01865 872224  vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 

United Reformed Church 01844 215513 secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk 

Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to 
hospital or GP surgery) 

07505 543750 - 

Wheatley Library 01865 875267 wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Wheatley Park Sports Centre 01865 872128 better.org.uk/venues/park 

Wheatley Park School 01865 872441 www.wheatleypark.org 

Wheatley Primary School 01865 872366 www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk 

Services:   

Emergency - Police, Fire, Ambulance 999 - 

Police non-emergency 101 thamesvalley.police.uk 

GP Surgery, Morland House 01865 872448 morland-house.co.uk 

NHS non-emergency 111 nhs.uk 

Gas Emergency 0800 111 999 nationalgrid.com/uk/safety/ 

Electricity Outage  0800 072 7282 sse.co.uk 

Burst pipe or leak 0800 714 614 thameswater.co.uk 

Floodline 0345 988 1188 gov.uk/check-flood-risk 

Transport:   

Comet - for people without access to 
suitable public transport  

01865 323201 oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet 

Arriva (280) Bus 0344 800 4411 arrivabus.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London) 01865 785400 brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk 

Oxford Tube (Buses to London) 01865 772250 oxfordtube.com 

Park & Ride - oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/park-
and-ride 

National Rail Enquiries 03457 484950 nationalrail.co.uk 

http://www.fixmystreet.com/
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
javascript:void(0);
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/
mailto:admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
mailto:waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:housing@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:planning@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:janet.carr22@btinternet.com
http://www.caox.org.uk/
mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
http://merrybells.org.uk/
mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
javascript:void(0);
mailto:wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.better.org.uk/venues/park
http://www.wheatleypark.org/
http://www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk/
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
http://www.morland-house.co.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www2.nationalgrid.com/uk/safety/
http://www.sse.co.uk/
http://www.thameswater.co.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
http://www.arrivabus.co.uk/
http://brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk/
http://www.oxfordtube.com/
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/park-and-ride
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/park-and-ride
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
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