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Wheatley 
OX33 1XP 
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clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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Distributor 
This newsletter is kindly 
distributed to all addresses in 
Wheatley and Holton by a team 
of volunteers, organised by 
Christine Vernede 
(01865) 873335. 
 
 

Disclaimer 
The views expressed in the 
Newsletter are not necessarily 
those of the Parish Council or 
the Editor, and no liability can 
be accepted for any errors or 
omissions, although we will 
publish corrections where 
necessary. 

Editor’s Note 

Hello all. 

Firstly, thank you to everybody who kindly provided feedback 

and suggestions following the last issue. There was a wide 

range of views submitted, all of which have been considered. 

Now, you may have already noticed that the newsletter is a 

little bit more colourful this time around. Thanks to the great 

support we receive from the local businesses who advertise 

with us, and our new print partner, Oxuniprint, we will be 

printing in full colour from now on! 

Another key change for this issue is that the Clubs & Events 

centre page is back! This was an unfortunate casualty in the last 

issue due to extended Parish Council content, and was clearly 

sorely missed by the community, so I will be looking to protect 

this feature going forward. 

As always, feedback, comments, and suggestions are welcome. 

Best, 

Pete Collinson | newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Contributions 

The Wheatley Newsletter 
welcomes contributions 
and adverts from everyone 
in the two parishes and 
from businesses and 
organisations serving 
Wheatley and District. 
News and reports from 
village organisations are 
particularly welcome but 
contentious issues or 
articles promoting personal 
causes should be avoided. 

Submissions should be 

made by 16th May 2019 
for the next issue. 

The Editor reserves the 
right not to print items and 
to edit items submitted for 
publication.  

Head to bit.ly/wnl-info for 
further details and to 
download a booking form. 

Annual Parish Meeting | Thursday 16th May | Merry Bells 

All residents of Wheatley are invited to attend the Annual Parish Meeting, which includes 
the Community Information Fair from 18:00 to 19:00, followed by the Annual Parish 
Meeting from 19:00. 

This year we will welcome guest speaker Cllr Richard Street with a talk on Design and 
Forging of Bank Notes as well as an  opportunity for you to share your comments, ideas or 
issues about Wheatley with councillors at all three levels. 

mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://bit.ly/wnl-info
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This will be the last 
magazine before the local 
elections on May 2nd and so 
I wanted to encourage 
anyone who would like to be 
involved with helping to 
maintain our lovely village 
and its community to 
consider standing as a 
candidate to become a 
parish councillor. There are 
fifteen places available and 
we need at least sixteen 
candidates to ensure that an 
election for the parish 
council takes place. I know 
that many people are 
currently disillusioned with, 
and feel disconnected from, 
national politics but parish 
councils are non-political 
and form the first tier of our 
democratic government. 

Traditionally, Parish councils 
have been seen as 
unimportant but in recent 
times their increased 
involvement at district and 
county level and their 
growing financial 
responsibilities has seen 
their views have increasing 
relevance. 

An example of this is our 
soon-to-be-completed 
neighbourhood plan which 
has been developed by our 
indefatigable neighbourhood 
plan committee, and 
provides a vision for the 
future of the village. Once 

adopted (following a 
referendum) it will become a 
legal requirement for SODC 
planners to accept its 
content. 

Of course, being a councillor 
can also create huge 
frustrations particularly 
involving communications 
with other local authorities 
and, contrary to the popular 
belief that we simply sit in a 
couple of meetings each 
month, most of the progress 
we make is achieved by 
individual councillors outside 
of meetings. We currently 
have a diverse, enthusiastic, 
and committed group of 
councillors but I know that 
they would be the first to 
acknowledge the need for 
fresh ideas.  

The deadline for the receipt 
of nomination papers is April 
3rd and more information is 
available on the SODC 
website or from the Parish 
office. 

Finally, but of no less 
importance; I recently saw a 
poster showing an 
horrendous picture of a 
young girl who had lost the 
site of an eye because of an 
infection caused by dog 
faeces. Please, please, 
please, if you are a dog 
owner bag it and bin it. 

Chairman’s Column 

Doug Lamont 

Meetings & Dates 

Parish Council 

Merry Bells Hall, 19:30 

1st April 

6th May 

Planning Cmte. 

Parish Office, 19:30 

10th April 

8th May 

Finance Cmte. 

Parish Office, 19:30 

15th April 

Open Spaces Cmte. 

Parish Office, 19:30 

20th May 

District Councillor 
Surgery 

Parish office 

10:30—11:30 

13th April 

11th May 
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As March creeps into April, Spring is in our 
minds and so I invite you all to get involved 
with Wheatley’s Spring Clean, between 5th 
and 7th April. Come out, 
join in, or organise your 
own way of sharing your 
love for Wheatley and 
give it a spruce up. Check 
out page 11 for more 
info. 

 

Update on Farm Close 
Road Recreation Ground 

Thank you to everyone 
who responded to the 
consultation for Farm 
Close Road Recreation 
Ground. The results (see 
right) clearly favoured 
keeping the site as a 
young child’s play area, 
but we are also keen to 
include wildlife friendly 
planting too. 

With this in mind we have 
begun work to collate 
proposals and quotes 
from contractors, before 

making a detailed proposal to the parish 
council in the coming months.  

Members of the same committee will also be 
investigating grants that 
may help to deliver the 
project. 

 

New Burial Ground 

Work has continued in 
the search for a new 
burial site for the village. 
Contractors have 
undertaken investigations 
at a site between 
Wheatley and Holton. 
Unfortunately ground 
conditions were not 
suitable for burials so we 
have discounted this 
option.  
Subsequently we have 
reviewed our options and 
hope to undertake similar 
investigations at a second 
site within the village in 
the coming months.  

The Parish Council office is open to the public on Wednesday and Saturday 
mornings, 09:30—11:30. 

Clerk’s Column 

Michelle Legg 

 
This is a big thank you to all of you who were involved in the Macmillan Quiz which was 
held at the Merry Bells on 22nd February 2019: to those who helped with the organisation, 
the local businesses and others who generously donated raffle prizes and to all those who 
attended or sent contributions. 
Together, you helped to raise £1,305 for Macmillan Cancer Support. 
We look forward to seeing you again next year! Sue Coombes 
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FINAL 6-week Public Consultation 2nd April 
to 13th May 2019. 

On 4th March, the WNP Committee advised 
Wheatley and Holton PCs of the FINAL Public 
Consultation, due April – May, on the Draft 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

(The FIRST Public Consultation was held 
May—June 2017). 

The Draft Neighbourhood Plan and the 
accompanying Statutory Environmental 
Report, required of WNP (2018), are the 
subjects of this FINAL Consultation. 

The Plan and ER will be handed to Wheatley 
PC at its 1st April Meeting and be published 
2nd April – 13th May.  After 6 weeks Public 
Consultation, the Plan goes to SODC and 
Independent Examination, with changes 
arising from the Consultation incorporated 
and explained.  The Electoral Commission 
will hold a Community Referendum once the  
draft NP passes Examination. 

 

Documents: 

Evidence Bases [EB], Reports to Parish 
Council, digital plan copies, news and 
updates available on the WNP website: 

bit.ly/wnl-wnp 

Hard Copies are available at both Parish 
Offices, Wheatley Public Library (computers 
available), or the Merry Bells Coffee Room. 

 

Public Events: 

Saturday 13th April, 18:30 for 19:00 
Presentation, Q&A, Exhibit 
Main School Hall, Wheatley Park Academy 
(Main and 6th Form parking) 

Saturday 11th May, 10:00 – 15:00 
Surgery, Q&A, Exhibit 
Main Room, Merry Bells 
 

As INDIVIDUALS or as community 
ORGANISATIONS please respond/comment 
on YOUR Neighbourhood Plan. 

responseswnp@gmail.com 

Responses WNP 
WPC Office, 
89 High St, 
Wheatley, 
OX33 1XP 

or 

Responses WNP 
HPC Office, 
Home Farm House, 
OX33 1QA 

Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan Report 

John Fox 

Wheatley Fire Station Open Day | 13th July | 10:00-16:00 

Come along to Wheatley Fire Station on Saturday 13th July when you 

can look around the trucks and watch demonstrations such as a car 

crash extrication and rescues from height. We will also have stalls, such as the fire 

fighters charity shop, face painting any much more.  

We’re looking forward to a fun and informative day for the whole family. 

Mike Baker 

http://bit.ly/wnl-wnp
mailto:responseswnp@gmail.com
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Oxfordshire Plan 2050 Consultations 

These are important documents as they set out 

the thoughts of the Growth Board, which is 

made up of representatives from each of the 

district councils, the city council and the county 

council, on how the county should develop over 

the next 30 years. The intention is that the 

Oxfordshire Plan should take account of the local 

plans being agreed by each of the district 

councils and Oxford City Council when these are 

finalised.  Each of the local plans aims to set out 

the criteria to be followed in local development 

over the next 15 years or so, whereas the 

Oxfordshire Plan 2050 aims to set out the overall 

development planning criteria, such as the 

numbers of new homes to be built, the 

infrastructure in the county as a whole and 

many other important issues, over the next 30 

years. 

The Oxfordshire Plan 2050 is strongly influenced 

by the Oxfordshire Housing and Growth Deal 

with central government by which the Growth 

Board has agreed to deliver 100,000 new homes 

in Oxfordshire by 2031 in return for up to £215 

million of central government funding.  

However, housing is only part of the Plan.  It is 

also looking for our views on local transport, the 

environment, the effects of climate change and 

technological development, and support for 

education, health, social services and elderly 

care.  It is important that everyone should read 

the documents (they are lengthy but not difficult 

to understand).  This is a rare opportunity to 

submit your comments on what you want from 

local government over the next 30 years. 

Unfortunately, this is not the first time that 

important consultation documents have been 

issued with inadequate terms for the public to 

respond.  Because the Parish Council cannot 

itself respond without first holding an open 

meeting to give the public an opportunity to join 

in any discussions, it will be hard pressed to 

agree responses in time to meet the set 

deadlines.  By the time you read this, the Parish 

Council will have held an Extraordinary General 

Meeting on 18th March at which we hope to 

have agreed the wording of responses to be 

submitted. However, views on such matters are 

personal, and we are encouraging people to 

submit individual responses, rather than relying 

on parish or district councillors to do this on 

their behalf! 

Finally, the Parish Council did submit a response 

to the SODC Local Plan in February, and this can 

be read on the parish council website.  “The 

Expressway Advisory Group” continues to 

monitor any further information that becomes 

available on the likely route of the planned 

Expressway, although realistically we cannot 

expect to hear much more on this until 

publication of the route shortlist by the 

government planned for this autumn. 

The Parish Council has been considering responses to the following consultation documents 

from the Oxfordshire Growth Board: 

1.  Oxfordshire Plan 2050 - Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report - deadline 25th March 

2.  Introducing the Oxfordshire Plan 2050 - deadline 25th March 

3.  Oxfordshire Plan 2050 - Call for Ideas - deadline 12th April 

Richard Harding 
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Wheatley Spring Clean 

Join in the Wheatley Spring 

Clean between Friday 5th 

and Sunday 7th April, as 

part of The Great British 

Spring Clean 2019. 

Over the three days there 

will be organised litter 

picking events and general 

tidying of popular locations 

and hot spots in the village 

(see below for details). You 

can join in one of these or 

organise your own with 

friends, family, neighbours 

of members of your 

community group.  

Litter and overgrown 

verges and hedgerows are 

a huge source of concern 

for Wheatley residents and 

the Parish Council alike 

and, whilst we have been 

working hard to keep on 

top of these issues, with 

finite resources this can be 

quite a challenge. 

Wheatley Spring Clean is a 

great opportunity to bring 

our local community 

together in a tidy up 

campaign to improve our 

village.   

South Oxford District 

Council have kindly offered 

to supply additional gloves, 

litter-pickers, bags and hi-

vis jackets. If you have your 

own gardening tools, 

please bring them along 

with you. 

So if you want to 'do your 

bit' to keep Wheatley 

clean, please contact us 

via the Parish Office using 

the contact details 

below, or come along 

and join us on the day. 

 

Michelle Legg 
01865 875615 

clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Do you care about Wheatley? Are 
you passionate about your village 
and its community? If so, you could 
be a great parish councillor so why 
not stand for election at the local 
elections on May 2nd 2019? 

 

Councillors represent and are the voice of 
our community. They can make a real 
difference by working with and listening to 
residents, groups and businesses. They have 
the responsibility of delivering services and 
facilities that improve the quality of life for 
residents and representing the interests of 
the communities they serve. 
Councillors decide how much money to raise 

through the council tax to help deliver these 
services. 

Wheatley Parish Council is made up of 15 
Parish Councillors.  

 

Time commitment 

The National Association of Local Councils 
(NALC) research found that on average 
councillors commit three hours per week for 
council work. This could be attending council 
or community meetings, training, engaging 
with residents or representing the council at 
other events.  

Parish Council meetings take place once a 
month, with additional committees meeting 
monthly or bi-monthly. Councillors are not 
expected to sit on every committee. 
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Salary & Term of Office 

Being a parish councillor is a voluntary role, 
but expenses can be paid.  
Training opportunities are also available. 

Parish councillors are elected for a four year 
term. You can resign at any time and can be 
re-elected. 

 

Getting Elected 

To stand for election as a parish councillor to 
you must: 

• Be a UK or Commonwealth citizen – 
see electoral commission guidance 

• Be at least 18 years old 

• Live, work or own a business/land in or 
within 3 miles of Wheatley 

Nomination papers will need to be completed 
and returned to South Oxfordshire District 
Council. 

 

Key dates 

26 March -3rd April: Nomination papers 
submitted to SODC 
3rd April (4pm): Deadline for nomination 
papers to be submitted 
4th April: Deadline for Statement of Persons 
Nominated 
24th April: Publication of Notice of Poll 
2nd May: Polling Day 
7th May: Current councillors retire and new 
councillors come into office 
13th May: First meeting of Wheatley Parish 
Council 2019-20 

 

If you would like more information, visit 
www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk, 
speak to one of your current councillors, 
or contact the parish office on: 

01865 875615 

clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Wheatley & Holton Play & 

Activity Day 

Sat 6th July 2019 

It may be a few months away but the 

free, family day is starting to take shape. 

There truly will be something for 

everyone from den building, wood craft, 

smoothie bikes, to drumming and music, 

cycling, football, rugby and tennis, 

Xplorer orienteering, slime making, 

bubbles, story time  and that’s just for 

starters. 

If you need to refuel there will also be 

hot and cold refreshments provided by 

organisations and charities based in 

Wheatley.  

We are still looking for more activity 

providers, so if you haven’t confirmed 

yet, or would like to get involved please 

contact us. Using the details below.  

The event is being delivered in 

partnership between Wheatley Parish 

Council and Oxfordshire Play Association 

but still requires financial support from 

external bodies. We are extremely 

grateful to SODC Cllr Toby Newman, 

OCC Cllr Tim Bearder for committing 

some of the councillor/community 

grants towards the event and to Grant & 

Stone and the Elizabeth Jane Foundation 

for their financial support.  

Michelle Legg  
Clerk, Wheatley Parish Council 
01865 875615 
clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Martin Gillett 
martin.gillett@oxonplay.org.uk  

http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:martin.gillett@oxonplay.org.uk
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YOUR Wheatley Village Archive 

The new Wheatley Village Archive 

website is now ‘live’ (from March 

2019) for you all to see: 

www.wheatleyarchive.org.uk 

Over 2,500 photographs and 

documents have been digitised and 

linked to the previous website 

following the work of Michael 

Heaton, John Halliday and the whole 

Archive team. It is still a work in 

progress with the genealogy links 

soon to be added – so keep looking 

to find out about the people, 

buildings and history of the village. 

The archive room continues to house 

all the artefacts, census records etc, 

so do visit the Archive Room any 

Thursday afternoon or on the last 

Saturday morning of each month.  

The new website will be 

demonstrated whenever the archive 

is open. Just call in. 

The WVA is now a charity and is 

inviting EVERYONE in Wheatley to 

become a member of the new 

Wheatley Village Archive History 

Group for an annual subscription of 

£3.00. Find out how to become a 

member by either emailing  

wheatleyarchive@gmail.com or by 

popping into the Archive Room. 

The new associated Wheatley Village 

Archive History Group has produced 

a programme of 4 talks and 2 trips 

over the next year to which you all 

are invited and further details of 

which will be publicised in the 

newsletter, around the village and on 

our Facebook page (Wheatley Village 

Archive). The first two events 

planned are: 

Monday 8th July 2019 at 14:30 - Visit 

and guided tour by Oxford 

Preservation Trust to Abingdon 

Merchant House  

Tuesday 24th September 2019 – 

Speaker: A talk by Liz Woolley at 

20:00 in the Merry Bells - ‘Beer, 

Sausages & Marmalade: food, drink, 

politics and tourism in C19th Oxford  

The Archive team are also busy 

developing the Village Heritage Walk 

with information boards and an 

associated leaflet over the next few 

months. 
Steph Cox 

http://www.wheatleyarchive.org.uk
mailto:wheatleyarchive@gmail.com
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Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 

As ever, we have lots coming up in our calendar and we would 
love to see familiar faces and new taking advantage of all our 
local library has to offer. 
 

Dates to note: 
 
Easter School Holidays 6th April-20th April 
Ndebele themed children’s craft throughout library opening times. 
The Ndebele are a tribe in Southern Africa who are known for their distinctive geometric 
artwork. 
Children under 10 must be accompanied by an involved adult. 
 
Saturday 27th April   
Ex-library stock book sale, 40p each or 3 for £1 
 
Wednesday 1st May 10:30- 11:30 
“Shotover, the life of an Oxfordshire Hill” 
Ivan Wight will be here to talk about the wildlife found on Shotover Hill and he will be 
promoting the book he co-edited. 
Refreshments will be provided. 
Donations gratefully received. 
 
Saturday 11th May – 18th May 
Display of craft and art by the Friends of Wheatley Craft and Art groups. 
 
Saturday 25 May   
Ex-library stock book sale 40p each or 3 for £1 
 
Regular Friends of Wheatley Library events 
On-going sale of donated books 
Monday morning craft sessions weekly from 10-12 
Monday afternoon art sessions from 3-5 
Monday evening craft sessions weekly from 7-9pm 
 
New:  Clarinet Players - All levels welcome 
Contact friends@wheatleylibrary.org or look out for posters for details of dates and times.  
 
We will see you all soon! 

Nicola Halliwell 

mailto:friends@wheatleylibrary.org
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Our year started with a 

joint activity with 

Sustainable Wheatley on 

“The Ins and Outs of the 

Green Bin” on January 

25th. It was a very 

informative well 

attended event. Full 

details are given in Tim 

Brightman’s contribution 

to the Parish Newsletter, 

and we hope to run 

more joint events in the 

future. In the meanwhile, 

many of us are now 

sorting our rubbish a bit 

more diligently. 

The AGM on February 

7th was followed by a 

presentation from 

Stephen Dawson of the 

Oxford Preservation 

Trust - “Opening 

Oxford’s Doors”. Clearly, 

they are involved in a 

much wider range of 

activities in and around 

Oxford, including land 

management, than most 

members realised. 

At the AGM the 

programme for 2019-20 

was presented and we 

believe we have a good 

mix of speakers and 

events, both serious and 

light-hearted with a 

focus on local 

contributors. We start on 

March 28th at the Merry 

Bells 7.45 for 8.00 with a 

presentation by Barbara 

Dunne on “the Co-Op in 

the Community” 

covering both the origins 

of the organisation 

through to its current 

role within the 

Community. 

Jack Turner will take us 

on a journey through the 

highlights of “the History 

of Holton” during his 

presentation in the 

Merry Bells on Friday 

26th April 7.45 for 8.00. 

More details will be 

found in his new book on 

Holton’s history. 

The May Day 

celebrations on May 6th 

will see the Wheatley 

Society tent where the 

usual tea and biscuits will 

be available. 

On Wednesday 22nd 

May Michael Heaton will 

guide “the Wheatley 

Brickmaking Heritage 

Walk” around the village. 

His research has revealed 

many interesting sites 

and facts related to this 

old local industry and 

maybe you will be able 

to identify if your home 

was built from the locally 

made bricks. 

As always non-members 

as well as members are 

welcome to all these 

events. 

We look forward to 

seeing you at a 

forthcoming event. 

Parish Newsletter 

April/May 2019 

Mary Hall | Chair 
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Walk of Witness 

Some 2000 years ago, the 

Jesus of history spent 

Thursday evening after the 

Last Supper imprisoned in a 

dungeon, just outside the 

walls of Jerusalem.  

Condemned to death, tied 

up, and lowered through a 

hole in the ceiling, it would 

have been an 

uncomfortable night.  The 

following day, Jesus was led 

through the narrow and 

bustling streets of 

Jerusalem, carrying the 

wood upon which he would 

be crucified. 

Each Good Friday, Wheatley 

Area Churches arrange a 

silent walk of witness along 

the roads of Wheatley, to 

commemorate that historic 

event.  It begins by 

gathering in Crown Square 

at 10am – although people 

are welcome first to attend 

a brief service of Good 

Friday, the Stations of the 

Cross, at 9.30am in Our Lady 

of Lourdes Church, Crown 

Road.  This year, images of 

the 14 stations sculpted by 

Faith Tolkien (daughter-in-

law of JRR Tolkien) will be 

used; the originals are 

displayed in Corpus Christi 

Church, Headington. 

At 10am, villagers will 

gather around a large and 

heavy cross in Crown Square 

for a brief reading from the 

Passion story, and a verse of 

When I survey the 

wondrous Cross.  In silent 

procession, the people then 

walk up Mulberry Drive, 

along to the Co-op, and into 

the village centre by 

Costcutters, before walking, 

beside the King and Queen 

Public House, to St Mary’s 

Church.  There are five stops 

en route where the Passion 

story is continued and 

another verse sung. 

If you, with families, friends, 

and visitors, would like to 

contemplate the events 

surrounding that first 

Easter, you are welcome to 

join us for all or part of the 

walk - and for tea, coffee 

and Hot Cross Buns in St 

Mary’s Church afterwards. 

Church News 

Wheatley Area Churches 

John Guy - Chair 

 

St. Mary’s Church 

From the Vicar 

As the country struggles to 

come to a common mind 

about our future 

relationship with Europe, 

and as the uncertainty 

leaves us all feeling a little 

jittery, it is good to reflect 

on all that is good in our 

shared life. We live in an 

age of great privilege and 

with a high standard of 

living compared with most 

of the rest of the world 

and compared with our 

forebears. Whilst there 

are indeed problems to be 

faced we have much to be 

positive about and much 

to celebrate. 

Celebration is one of the 

key components of Church 

life. Every Sunday we 

celebrate together when 

we remember all the good 

that God has done and 

continues to do for us. We 

celebrate the life, death 

and resurrection of Jesus 

and the ways in which his 

love transforms lives in 



25 

News from URC 

We are again able to hold 

our Summer Fete in the 

garden at 116 Church Road 

by kind permission of Dr 

Fleury’s family. It begins on 

Spring Bank Holiday 

Monday at 2.00pm. There 

will be refreshments, live 

music and a variety of stalls. 

Everyone is welcome to 

enjoy a joyous afternoon. 

We have our usual Sunday 

afternoon teas and coffee 

mornings, now for the 

moment in the chapel itself 

while the hall is being 

refurbished. 

Please see details of these 

events in the Notice Board 

section of this newsletter. 

Church News 

Revd. Nigel Hawkes 

Zena Knight 

Wheatley United Reformed Church 

ways great and small. At 

Easter (21st April) our 

celebrations are lifted to a 

higher level and many 

people, young and old, will 

join us to experience our 

communal joy. 

Pre-school youngsters 

have been enjoying our 

new Play and Praise 

sessions at the Maple Tree 

on Fridays at 2pm. A 

chance to hear stories 

from the Bible, sing songs 

of praise and play 

together. All are welcome, 

and it’s free. We look 

forward to seeing you. 

Finally, a word about St 

Mary’s Churchyard. After a 

busy period for funerals 

before Christmas the 

churchyard is now full and 

we will be closed to new 

burials, except those in 

reserve or existing graves. 

The Parish Council is 

working to find a site for a 

new cemetery. 

Sunday Services and Contact 

 
St. Mary the Virgin Church 
01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 
Holy Communion | 08:00 
Parish Praise | 1st in month | 10:00 
Sung Eucharist with King’s Club for Children | 2nd, 3rd & 4th 
in month | 10:00 
Food Bank Sunday | 4th in month | 10:00 | Please bring a 
donation for the Food Bank 
 
United Reformed Church 
01844 215513 | secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk 
Holy Communion | 1st & 3rd in month | 10:00 
Food Bank Sunday | 1st in month| 10:00 
Afternoon tea | 1st in month | 14:30-16:30 
 
Wheatley Community Church 
office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org 
Wheatley Primary School | 10:30 

mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk
mailto:office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
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April & May 2019  

The Big Easter Bunny Hunt 

1st - 24th April 

Join the Big Easter Bunny Hunt around the 
ornamental gardens. Find the bunnies and 
claim your special Easter prize. £2.50 per 
child - children must be accompanied by 

an adult for whom the normal garden 
entrance fee applies. 

Fritillary Weekend 

13th & 14th April 

See the county flower of Oxfordshire in all 
its native splendour as it flowers 

throughout April in our wildflower meadow 
and riverside walk. Normal garden 

entrance fee applies. 

The gardens are open in aid of the 
National Garden Scheme on Sunday 

14th April. 

For more information please visit 
www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 
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Sustainable Wheatley 

The Ins and Outs of The Green Bin 

What types of plastic can I put in the green 

bin? And why? What do some of the symbols 

on packaging mean? What can I put in the 

food waste bin? What happens to our waste 

after it’s collected? 

About 60 people with even more questions 

like these attended a joint meeting between 

Sustainable Wheatley and the Wheatley 

Society where a very informative talk was 

given by Ellie Bunn, Waste and Recycling 

Officer at South Oxfordshire District Council. 

SODC is actually the second best council in 

England for recycling and this is partly 

because they make it relatively easy for us 

by collecting a wide-range of different 

materials in the green bin, including paper, 

card, cardboard, tins, glass bottles and jars, 

plastic bottles and pots, aerosols, fruit juice 

cartons, plastic food trays, carrier bags and 

tin-foil if its clean. 

All these items are sent to a “Materials 

Recycling Facility” where they are sorted and 

separated using some clever machinery and 

then sent off to specialist factories (often in 

Europe or Asia) for further processing. 

Ellie explained what items have to go in the 

black bin, because they contaminate, clog up 

or damage the machinery. These include 

nappies, crisp sweet and biscuit wrappers, 

kitchen roll and tissues, thin plastic like cling 

film or salad bags, polystyrene and hard 

plastic like toys. Even though these things 

can’t be recycled most of the black bin 

contents go to the incinerator at Ardley and 

produce electricity. (Ardley produces enough 

to power 38,000 homes). 

The Food waste bin can take all unpackaged 

food whether it’s raw, cooked, stale or off. 

Leftovers, bones, eggshells, teabags, coffee 

grounds and fats can all be included. You can 

even put cooking oil in a plastic bottle inside 

the bin. 

Ellie left behind some helpful leaflets, and 

there are some of these available in the 

Parish Office for anyone who wants one. 

Tim Blightman 

Wheatley Wanderers 

The Wheatley Wanderers have been at it again, this time cutting back the overgrown hedges 

along Church Road near to the recreation ground. Our next outing will be on Friday 5th April 

as part of Wheatley’s contribution to The Great British Spring Clean. We aim to tidy up the 

area around the entrance to Kelham Hall Drive. If anyone would like to join us or suggest a 

project, we usually meet  at 13:00 on the first Friday of each month, at The Cornfield Bakery. 

Geoff Stephens 
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As a charity, 

we rely 

heavily on 

grants and 

donations so 

THANK YOU 

Wheatley 

Parish Council for restoring our annual 

grant to £10,000 for 2019/20 enabling us to 

carry on providing universal services for 

families from Wheatley and surrounding 

villages. 

Spring cleaning? Wool, fabric, corks, 

interesting stones, old kitchen utensils, 

plastic animals, dinosaurs, cars, characters 

and children’s CDs would be much 

appreciated. 

We have evening/weekend slots available if 

you need space to run a class or host a 

birthday party.  Use of the kitchen and toys 

are included in our competitive hire charge. 

Are you a new parent? Well Baby Clinics 

are at The Maple Tree every Wednesday 

morning.  Baby can be weighed and you 

can speak to an experienced Community 

Nursery Nurse or Health Visitor.  Oxford 

Sling Library attend every other 

Wednesday, hiring slings for a small fee and 

professionally fitting them.  We run a 

weekly Baby Group every Thursday 

afternoon, 13:00-14:30 which is particularly 

suitable for first time mummies and 

daddies; a great chance to meet other local 

parents and make new friends.  Volunteers 

for Baby Group and our fortnightly Twins 

Group are needed.  Baby cuddles are 

guaranteed. 

Thursday 18th April (09:15-11:30) is Easter 

Bonnet Parade and Easter Egg Raffle.  Come 

and join in with our Easter craft activities.  

We will be holding a Grand Draw in May – 

donations of prizes are very welcome. 

See our programme at the back of the 

newsletter or follow us on Facebook. 

To enquire about hiring, volunteering, or 

general information contact 

hayley@mapletree.org.uk 

Hayley Hayle 
Maple Tree Co-ordinator 

Wheatley Village Produce Association 

I think plants and wildlife are as confused as the rest of us about the seasons! However, there 

is lots to get on with to prepare the garden for the coming months.  

April - Unexpected warmth combined with wet means everything is growing well, including 

grass. If you have a lawn, then it’s time to ensure your mower is in good fettle if you didn’t do 

that when you put it away. If the weather is chilly, check the greenhouse is neat and tidy or 

catch up with ordering summer bedding. Outside, the weeds are already popping up, so beds 

will benefit from weeding followed by a mulch of compost or manure. Those seed potatoes 

bought in March may be ready to plant up now, either in the ground or containers. Now is a 

good time to position stakes in the borders for those perennials that will need support later 

and check that clematis are well supported before they grow away. 

mailto:hayley@mapletree.org.uk
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Les Miserables, 1830-35 (I) 

Wheatley's poor worked Holloway stone-
pit for shillings to supplement their loaf-
and-thruppence dole.   On the toll-road 
above in 1831-2, a company of 2nd Bn 
Coldstream Guards  crossed Park Hill  twice 
to Islip. The Otmoor Enclosure Act (1815) 
confiscated smallholdings, abolished 
commons and  re-channelled the Ray.  
Inhabitants lost  life-rights - gleaning, 
firewood, goose-pasture, fishing and 
fowling. In 1829, farmers destroyed  new 
dykes to save crops from flooding: Oxford 
Assizes judged it 'self-defence'.  In 1830, 
hundreds of 'moonlight cutters' felled the 
new fences and hedges, while at Little 
Milton, 200 unemployed besieged a farm 
overnight, destroying machines and 
demanding money and provisions. Six were 
transported to Australia.  England was in 
crisis, and Parliament too. A tenth of adults 
[propertied males] had the Vote; 'fake' 
constituencies had MPs; the unemployed 
were 'a mischief'.  

Mass unemployment prevented parishes 

serving their poor. In 1831, Wheatley 
Overseers reminded them they were 
'better off than at any time since 
Waterloo', but William Ashhurst of 
Waterstock,  nationally respected ex-MP 
and Chairman of  JPs, rebuked them. In 
1834, 'Union Workhouse' barracks 
appeared which held (and hid) the mass 
poor. Thame UW took from 34 parishes,  
Headington UW from 22, including 
Cuddesdon/Wheatley. Old parish 
workhouses like Littleworth closed, but 
they had at least known their own.  In 1830 
The Riot Act was read at hundreds of 
Otmoor demonstrators  while the amateur 
Yeomanry stood ready, costumed leftovers 
from Napoleon's invasion threat. Ashhurst 
had curbed their flat-sabre tactics and 
forbade permanent stationing. In 
September 1830, 25 Yeomanry escorting 
42  prisoners from Islip to Oxford Castle 
tried to cross St Giles Fair. 'Unhorse the 
buggers!', the crowd shouted, freeing the 
prisoners and bloodying a cavalryman as 
his troop fled.      

The History File 

John Fox 

May - Containers can be planted up ready to put out at the end of the month. Best to wait 

and plant up large pots later where you want the display. Do keep a look out for scarlet lily 

beetles as any warmth and they will be keen to munch on your lilies. Now is a good time to 

prune spring flowering shrubs such as forsythia, and also to trim evergreen hedges - but do 

check for bird’s nests first! Thinking of taking soft wood cuttings? Why not come to hear 

Victoria Logue tell us about, and demonstrate, Practical Propagation on 9th April. Need 

inspiration? Join us on a trip to Malvern Spring Show Saturday 11th May, tickets inclusive of 

show entrance and coach fare: members £40, non-members £43. 

Please note, the meeting for 14 May has been cancelled. 

Geraldine Surman 



HOLTON & WHEATLEY 

CRICKET CLUB 

New members, any 
ability, always 

welcome.Pre-season 
nets starting soon.  

Contact Hugh Kitchin 
873305 

Clubs & Events 

Annual Parish 

Meeting 

The Merry Bells 

Thu 16th May 2019 

From 19:00 

St MARY’S BELLRINGERS 

New or experienced 
ringers of all ages and 

levels needed. 

Practice – Fridays at 19:30 

Details Peter Bayliss 

872250 / 07803 130391  

Highgrove Coach 
Trip 

17th Sept 2019 
 

oxfordtoursandmore@gmail.com 

01865 872765 

THE MERRY BELLS 
AGM 

 
Thursday 9th May 19:00 
The Merry Bells Main Hall 

High Street, Wheatley 
All Wheatley residents are 
eligible to attend and vote 

Musica Viva Summer 
Concert 

12th June 19:30 
“Come ye Sons of Art” 
Featuring the work of 

Henry Purcell 
Ticket including glass of 

wine £10 
Roger Simmonds 872009 

EASTER EGG BINGO 
Friday 5th April 

18:00-20:30 
Merry Bells, Wheatley 

Refreshments and 
Raffle 

All welcome! 

MOTHERS DAY WEEKEND 
AFTERNOON TEA 

Celebrate with tea, coffee and 
home made cakes, a full 

afternoon tea or even a glass of 
Prosecco! 

Saturday 30th March 
13.30-16:30 

Wheatley Scout Hut, Holloway 
Road 

Everyone Welcome! 

10 years of RISING VOICES 
Oxford’s only folk choir 

 Saturday 27th April 
16:00-21:00pm 

St James’ Church Centre 
Cowley OX4 3LF 

WORKSHOP. PERFORMANCE. 
LIGHT SUPPER. 

All welcome 
Contact Barbara 07858 462965  

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
Thursday 18th April 

At the New Club 
Talk by Chris Sprent  
On Life in the RAF 

Doors open 11:30 for 
12:00 

Usual lunch about 13:00  

Neighbourhood 
Policing 

‘Have Your Say’ 
Event 

10th April 11:00 
Merry Bells 

Not So Young Club 
Next meetings: 

1st April | 15th April | 29th 
April | 13th May | 3rd June 
Alt. Mondays 14:00-16:00 

URC Hall 
Tea, bingo, speakers and 

outings. 
ALL WELCOME 



Clubs & Events 

EASTER CRAFTS AND 
EGG HUNT 

Friday 19th April 
10:00-11:30 

Wheatley Scout Hut, 
Holloway Road. 

Crafts individually 
priced. 

WHEATLEY SPRING CLEAN 
Fri 5th - Sun 7th April 

Join an organised session or 
arrange your own with family 

or friends 
 

www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

01865 875615 

Sustainable 
Wheatley 

SWAP SHOP 
27th April 

09:30-11:00 
Merry Bells 

Technology and the 
Human Spirit 

Talk & Discussion 
Tuesday 14th May 

19:00-21:00 
URC Wheatley 

Contact: 
bobbystormont@gmail.com 

www.eventbrite.co.uk 

Wheatley United 
Reformed Church 

Come for Tea, Cake and a 
Chat 

Church, Crown Square 
Sunday 7th April 

14:30-16:30 
Sunday 5th May 

14:30-16:30 
All welcome 

Wheatley United 
Reformed Church 

Coffee mornings 
Church, Crown Square 

Thursday 4th April 
10:00-12.00 

Thursday 2nd May 
10:00-12:00 
All welcome 

Wheatley United 
Reformed Church 

Summer Fête 
Doctor’s Garden 
116 Church Road 
27th May 14:00 

Refreshments, live music, 
stalls 

All welcome 

WHEATLEY VILLAGE 
PRODUCE 

ASSOCIATION 
Merry Bells 

    Tuesday 9th April 
    Victoria Logue: 

    Practical Propagation 
 

    Tuesday 14th May 
    Meeting CANCELLED 

WHEATLEY CARE SCHEME 
Run by people in Wheatley 

for all age groups. 
For transport to hospital, 

surgeries etc. NOT to shops! 
To book, please phone as 

soon as you have your 
appointment 

Co-ordinator: 07505 543750 

Wheatley Singers  
Agnus Dei to Zadok  

Glorious musick across two 
centuries: Duruflé’s Requiem and  

Handel’s Coronation Anthems 
Saturday 11th May 

19:00 
St Mary’s Church 

Tickets £10 (£8 in advance) from 
choir members, Wheatley 

Library, or on the door 

WHEATLEY WINDMILL 
Open Sunday 12th 
May 11:00-18:00 

 
Open 2nd Sunday 

every month 
May-October 

A Soiree of Music and 
Poetry for Spring 
Tuesday 23rd April 

19:30 
St Mary’s Church 

Music from Mendelssohn 
to Ivor Novello and Tom 

Lehrer 
FREE ENTRY 
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Taking Stock 

I’m thinking again, about my own habits, 

which seems to be a regular thing for me 

during the fresh newness of the year so far. 

Somehow, I notice myself thinking of new 

ways of living, working, gardening. At times, 

they all feel like one of the same thing, but 

my aim, is always, a healthy package and 

balance. 

This year I’m keeping my desk clearer of 

clutter,  taking my laptop out with me 

during the day when I can, so I can work on 

the go, in some fascinating locations. By 

working on my laptop at my desk, during 

the day, it’s so easy to keep working on it, 

well into the evening. 

I’m finding this is already having benefits for 

my wider life, and my work. OK, I’m getting 

less done, in some ways, but its more 

sustainable. Moving around to work, moves 

ideas and perspectives around I’m certainly 

finding. The quality of my output looks to 

be of a higher standard already, and more 

focused. 

What’s all this got to do with gardening? 

Well, I’ve been involved in gardening 

The Trust’s annual report and accounts 
are available on the Charity 
Commission’s website: bit.ly/wnl-wpft 

For a third year, the Trust has made 
improvements to all the grass areas of 
the playing field. This year, the ground 
was deep-slitted by a ‘Shockwave’ 
machine to improve drainage, grass 
growth, and to further decompact the 
soil. Together with the previous works, 
which included top dressing, seeding 
and fertilising, there has been a 
noticeable improvement in the quality of 
the pitches. Specialist work is also being 
carried out to improve the cricket square 
and outfield. 

In addition to the new Wheatley U14 
football team, a minis football team will 
soon begin training ahead of playing at 
Holton next season.  

Over the Easter holiday the tennis courts 

will be installed. As last year the Trust 
are offering the courts, for residents of 
Wheatley, free of charge outside of 
school hours. This year, we would like to 
extend this invitation to the residents of 
Holton as well. The courts are available 
on a first come, first serve basis. Anyone 
wishing to use the courts must first 
complete the membership form and 
agree to the terms and conditions. This 
form is available on the Trust’s website 
or can be collected from the Wheatley 
Parish Council office in the High Street. 

Netball coaching is going to take place at 
Holton from the end of March. If you are 
interested in taking part, please use the 
Trust enquiries form. 

enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk 

www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk 

Paul Wilmott 

Wheatley Playing Fields Trust 

http://bit.ly/wnl-wpft
mailto:enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
http://www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
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Recent Events 

Wheatley W.I. members were delighted to 

welcome retired headmaster of the 

primary school, Clive Hallet, to our January 

meeting. 

He told us many interesting facts about his 

time at the school but also kept us amused 

with many funny stories and anecdotes. 

One incident involved a collision between 

the school mini-bus he was driving and two 

of Major Miller’s runaway carriage horses.  

One of the horses came through the 

windscreen resulting in Clive’s face being 

embedded with shards of glass.  To his 

chagrin the children were more concerned 

about the horse lying in the road than the 

injuries he received..   Fortunately both 

Clive and the horse made good recoveries. 

At our February meeting we welcome Geoff 

Stephens from the Wheatley Windmill 

Preservation Society who gave a very 

interesting talk on the history, workings, 

restoration and future of this well-loved 

local landmark.  

Wheatley windmill is to date from 1671. 

The last milling commercial milling was in 

1914 and the mill gradually became derelict 

until restoration began in 1977. Geoff 

talked us through the restoration process 

and explained all the difficulties involved in 

the project.  This was a long term project 

but the mill is once again producing flour.   

The future of the mill is uncertain beyond 

2025 but until then it will continue to be 

run by the Preservation Society.   

The Annual Meeting is held in March when 

the new committee is elected. 

Wheatley WI 
www.wheatleywi.com 

Stephanie Brooklyn 

Stuart Mabbutt 

professionally for over 30 years now, and 

I’m intrigued how many of the gardens I’ve 

seen actually give an insight into the 

owner’s personality, considerations and life 

in general. Whether we ever own our 

garden shall be the subject of another 

article. 

So, when planning your gardening approach 

during the coming season, try a less 

cluttered effort with more focus on planting 

schemes. Try things in new places. Maybe 

change where the seats and viewing points 

are. See if standing and looking at your 

garden from a new angle brings any new 

perspectives. 

We get into habits in life and how we 

garden. Its good to stand back and review 

the bigger picture. 

Life’s for living and gardening is for 

enjoying. 

Happy Gardening! 

 

www.wildmaninspires.co.uk 

01865 747243 

https://www.wheatleywi.com/
http://www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
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Day by Day 

MONDAY 

Sharecare Community Club | 09:30-14:00 | 07827 235425 | holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 

Wheatley Babies and Toddlers | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-11:30 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk 

Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group | 10:00-12:00 & 19:00-21:00 | Exc. bank holidays 

Beaver Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | Term time 17:30-18:30 | 01865 874997 

Brownies | URC Hall | Term time 17:30-19:00 

Wheatley Bridge Club | Holton Village Hall | 19:00 

Community Choir | URC Hall | Term time 19:30-21:00 

Badminton Club | Park Sports Centre | 20:00-22:00 | 07769 827335 

Paper Craft | Merry Bells | 10:00-12:00 | Liz.yuille@artlover.com 

Hatha Yoga | Merry Bells | 13:00-14:00 | bexwells242@gmail.com 

Children’s Dance Classes | Merry Bells | 16:00-17:30 | megan_ah@hotmail.com 

 

TUESDAY 

Once Upon a Rhymetime | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11.30 

Get Online | SOHA | 3rd in month | 10:00-12:00 | 01235 515900 | digital@soha.co.uk 

Twins Group | Maple Tree Centre | 1st & 3rd in month | 13:00-14:30 | £2 family 

Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-19:00 

St Mary’s Guild | URC Hall | 4th in month | 14:15 | New members always welcome 

Rugby Club Seniors Training | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com 

Wheatley Women’s Institute | Merry Bells | 3rd in month | 19:15 | 01865 558167 

Wheatley Singers | URC Hall | 19:15-21:00 | 01865 872250 | All welcome 

St Mary’s Church | Open for prayer and reflection 19:30-21:00 

Wheatley Village Produce Association | Merry Bells | 2nd in month | 19:30 

Fitness Flow Pilates | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | destinyshore@ntlworld.com 

Baby Ballerinas (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:00-14:30 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553 

Jumping Jellybeans (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:30-15:00 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553 

Dance4Fun (kids) | Merry Bells | 16:00-18:00 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome 

 

 

mailto:holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
mailto:Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
mailto:hayley@mapletree.org.uk
mailto:Liz.yuille@artlover.com
mailto:Bexwells242@gmail.com
mailto:Megan_ah@hotmail.com
mailto:digital@soha.co.uk
mailto:peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
mailto:destinyshore@ntlworld.com
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Day by Day 

WEDNESDAY 

Well Baby Clinic | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-11:00 

Oxford Sling Library | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd & 4th in month | 09:30-11:00 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-17:00 

Sharecare Community Club | Holton Village Hall | 09:30-14:00 

St Mary the Virgin | Holy Communion | 12:00 

Late Spring 60+ Bereavement Support Group | URC | 1st & 3rd in month | 14:00-15:30 | 07827 235403 

Yoga | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | jonjackielouise@hotmail.co.uk 

Pop-up Pilates | Merry Bells | 18:30-20:30 | info@pop-up-pilates.com | 07731 3219991  

Beginners’ Meditation | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd in month | 18:30-19:30 | RSVP 07962 545160 

Cub Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 18:45-20:15 | 01865 874284 | Age 8-10½ 

Guides | URC Hall | Term time 19:00-20.30 | Age 10+ 

Gt. Milton Local History Society | Gt. Milton School | 4th in month | 19:30 | 01844 279567 

Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers & Joggers | Park Sports Centre | 19:30-20:30 | 07979 538557 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome 

 

THURSDAY 

Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | 09:00-09:40 

Maple Babies | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd & 4th in month | 13:00-14:30 | £2 family 

Stay & Play | Maple Tree Centre | 09:15-11:30 

Coffee morning | URC | 1st in month | 10:00-12:00   

Wheatley Walks | Car park behind 6th Form Centre | 10:00-11:00 | 01865 872628 / 873430 

Age UK Info Drop-in | Merry Bells | 2nd in month | 10:30-12:00 | 07827 235460 

Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-17:00 

Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | 14:00-17:00 

Xstream After-School Club | Wheatley Primary School | 15:15-16:30 

Rugby Club Seniors & Jrs | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com 

Explorer Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 14-18 

Pilates | Merry Bells | 09:45-10:45 | wrenjenny3@googlemail.com 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome 

 

mailto:jonjackielouise@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:info@pop-up-pilates.com
mailto:peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
mailto:wrenjenny3@googlemail.com
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Day by Day 

FRIDAY 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-18:00 

Outside Inside Stay & Play | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-12:00 

Horspath Hub Coffee Morning | 10:30-12:00 

Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 10½-14 

St. Mary’s Bell Tower Practice | St. Mary’s Church | 19:30-21:00 | 01865 872250 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome 

 

SATURDAY 

Saturdads | Maple Tree Centre | 3rd in month | 10:00-12:00 | £2 per family 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 

Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | 4th in month | 10:00-12:00 

Vigil Mass | Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. | 18:00 | 01865 672433. 

Scrabble Club | 1st in month | 19:30 | 01865 872628 

Wheatley Minis Football | Holton Rugby Club | 09:00-10:00 | Ages 4-7 | clcole03@gmail.com 

 

SUNDAY 

Church services | See page 25 

Rugby Club Minis & Jrs | Wheatley Playing Field | 10:00-12:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com 

DRIVERS WANTED 
WHEATLEY VOLUNTEER CARE SCHEME NEEDS 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 
Do you have any spare time to transport local residents 

to medical appointments? 
You will be reimbursed for your petrol cost. 

So if you feel you can help us: 
Please contact Kath Lamont—01865 876609 

mailto:clcole03@gmail.com
mailto:peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
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Does your child need 

extra help with 

reading, writing or 

spelling? 

Do they have Dyslexia? 

Do they just need a boost in confidence? 

• Qualified Teacher offers Literacy 

Support for children in Key Stages 

1 and 2. 

• An intensive Synthetic Phonics 

course is available for children of 

all ages who are having major 

problems or who may be dyslexic. 

 

Telephone: Penny Willmott 01865 
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Wheatley Scout Group 

Group Scout Leader 

We’re looking for someone or 

a team of people to take on a 

volunteer management role 

helping our Executive 

Committee and our Leaders to 

run the Scout Group. 

In Scouting this role is called a 

Group Scout Leader. 

The role could be separated 

into three main areas:  

Leader support and 

development – this role is to 

manage and support adults 

volunteering in the Scout 

Group, review progress and 

ensure training needs are 

met. 

Executive Committee Liaison 

and Leaders Meeting Chair – 

this role is to develop and 

facilitate the relationship 

between the Executive 

committee and Leaders and 

will act as a liaison to other 

adults within the Group.   

Group Development – this 

role will help to manage the 

great programme of activities 

our young people take part in 

and liaise with the District, 

others in Scouting and the 

wider community. 

All the roles will ensure that 

great Scouting happens for 

the Young people of the Scout 

Group and may involve 

enabling change where 

necessary.  

The roles, are ideal for a 

group of people (or one 

person) who can’t commit to 

a weekly event but are 

wanting to be involved in the 

Scout Group. No prior 

experience of Scouting is 

necessary as there will be a 

full training and induction and 

support programme tailored 

to suit your previous 

experiences. 

Beaver Colony Leader 

After many years of 

tremendous support to our 

local Beaver colony, Ann 

Ashmore will be stepping 

down as the main leader this 

year.  Whilst she has offered 

to stay on and help with 

admin for the colony, it will 

leave a big hole.  In order to 

continue to provide this 

amazing opportunity to our 

young people, we are always 

looking for volunteer leaders 

to help run the Beaver colony 

which works with children 6-

8yrs 

This could be for anyone, 

children, grandchildren and 

experience are not required! 

The groups runs from 6-7pm 

on Monday Evenings – term 

time only. A team of 

volunteers can share the 

responsibility meaning you 

don’t have to volunteer every 

week.  

Full support and training will 

be given and a lot of fun is 

guaranteed! 

No back-ground connection to 

the Scouting movement are 

necessary, just a sense of 

humour and an interest in 

working with children. 

Please contact Bea Longthorp - beckylycett@hotmail.com - for more information 

on either of these exciting roles. 

Bea Longthorp 

mailto:beckylycett@hotmail.com
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Your Name in Lights! 

Full Fat TV, a UK Production Company with credits including Joe Wicks: The Body Coach, is 

casting a new series and would love to hear from people in villages and rural areas. 

In this new programme, an award-winning UK dermatologist and surgeon will help people 

from across the country with their skin. Offering world-class dermatological care and amazing 

bedside manner, she’ll be on-hand in her Harley Street clinic to help people in whatever way 

she can. 

We want to hear from anyone with a skin issue or skin condition, whether diagnosed or not. 

From small and cosmetic to huge and debilitating, we want to hear from a wide range of 

cases, so no condition is too big or too small. 

Anyone who’s interested should get in touch ASAP and contact us at skin@fullfattv.co.uk or 

give us a call on 01212 725844. 

The Merry Bells Village Hall 

Come and have your say 

Over the last couple of years, we have made 

a number of changes to the Hall including 

the installation of a projector and screen 

which can be connected to the wi-fi but we 

are always keen to hear your ideas on how 

to improve the facilities. 

The AGM of The Merry Bells Management 

Committee will take place at 19:00 on 

Thursday 9th May in the Main Hall at The 

Merry Bells and is another opportunity for 

you to give feedback. 

All residents of Wheatley are entitled to 

attend and vote at the AGM and we look 

forward to seeing you there. 

At the AGM, five local residents are elected 

on to the Committee and we will have 

vacancies, so if anyone is interested in 

joining us, then please get in touch with any 

of the Committee members (whose names 

are displayed on the notice board outside 

the building) before the AGM or come along 

on the day.  

As well as the elected members, the 

Committee also has representatives of 

various user groups and can additionally co-

opt a further two members. 

The role of the Committee is to manage the 

running of The Merry Bells (which is a 

Charitable Trust) for the benefit of all 

Wheatley residents.  

So come along and share your thoughts! 

Tim Blightman 

mailto:skin@fullfattv.co.uk
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Wheatley Football Club 

Wheatley Football Club 

was restarted in the village 

in September 2018, the 

start of the football 

season. Currently there is 

only an u14’s side, these 

boys have been playing 

together since 8 and we 

decided as they are the 

majority of boys from the 

village it was about time 

they played for the village. 

We were grateful to The 

New Club and Hub Dec for 

their sponsorship that 

enabled the club to start.  

The boys and the 

managers have been 

working hard this season. 

The team has gone from 

strength to strength and 

enjoying their new 

facilities at The Rugby Club 

at Holton Playing fields. 

We are pleased to 

announce that the team 

are currently at the top of 

League B and are clear at 

the top meaning we have 

won the league! We will 

be moving to League A in 

September. 

 

Wheatley Minis Team 

The group of parents that 

have formed the 

committee for Wheatley 

FC have always wanted to 

grow the club for the 

future of its young people.  

We are now in a position 

to support the growth of 

the club. 

We were very pleased 

when we were 

approached by Simon Fox 

and Wayne Geller to set 

up a Minis team.  Training 

for this team will be on a 

Saturday morning 9-10 at 

The Rugby Club, Wheatley 

and Holton playing fields.  

Young people between the 

ages of 4-7 are invited to 

attend, parents are 

required to stay. The first 

training session will be 

23rd March at The Rugby 

Club 9-10 am.  

Please contact Claire Cole: 

clcole03@gmail.com if you 

are interested in the 

following: 

Coaching- interested in 

football, have patience 

and can encourage even 

the smallest improvement. 

Then coaching is for you.  

All coaches have enhanced 

criminal record checks and 

are required to complete 

FA level 1 coaching course. 

The club can support your 

with these. 

Minis team - If you are 

interested in your son/

daughter attending minis 

training.  

Finally thank you for all 

your support, even if it is 

just catching up to see if 

we have won after a game.  

It has been a huge 

encouragement. 

If you would like to keep 

up with the development 

of Wheatley FC we are on 

Facebook and Instagram. 

The Committee 
Wheatley Football Club 

mailto:clcole03@gmail.com


58 

P
ro

fe
ss

io
n

al
 S

er
vi

ce
s 



59 

P
ro

fe
ss

io
n

al
 S

er
vi

ce
s 



60 

P
ro

fe
ss

io
n

al
 S

er
vi

ce
s 



61 

P
ro

fe
ss

io
n

al
 S

er
vi

ce
s 

| 
Li

fe
st

yl
e

 



62 

Li
fe

st
yl

e
 



63 

Li
fe

st
yl

e
 



64 

Li
fe

st
yl

e
 



65 

Li
fe

st
yl

e
 



66 

Li
fe

st
yl

e
 



67 

Li
fe

st
yl

e
 



68 

THE HORSPATH HUB 

Come and see us EVERY FRIDAY MORNING 

Tea/coffee and home-made cakes: 10:30-12:00 

Post Office: 10:00-13:00 

The following activities are now available in the Horspath Hub at the 

Old Chapel in Horspath Village 

NEW: Tai Chi and a Film Club as well as...Yoga, Pilates, Table Tennis, 

Art, Line Dancing, Creative Writing, Garden Club, and it’s a perfect 

venue for small parties. 

CONTACT US: 07591 93396 | horspathhub@gmail.com 

Visit www.horspath.org.uk/communityhub for details on how to 

book, costs, events etc. 
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With an uncertain climate as we move forward in the travel industry, it 
is vital to book with someone who can ensure not only that you’ll have 
a good trip, but that things will run as smoothly as possible. At Travel 

Counsellors, we make it our business to ensure that trust is at the 
centre of everything we do, and here’s how it can be of benefit to you. 

100% financial protection, we’re always here, a wealth of expertise 
and we book what’s right  
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SODC Waste Collections—April and May 2019 

 Collection day is Monday unless *  Which bins and other items? 

 Apr 8th & *23rd, May *7th & 20th  Green, brown, food & oil waste, textiles 

 Apr 1st, 15th & 29th, May 13th & *28th  Grey, food & oil waste, small electricals 

 Wheatley Dental Practice | 01865 873314 

We are currently accepting new patients at our friendly local dental surgery. 
 Please phone our receptionists or call in for more details! 
Tooth whitening and facial aesthetic treatments available. 

Catherine Peers BDS, Alison Chapman BDS MFDS RCS 
Claudia Conde MClinDent(Prostho.)London 

Rachel Hyde RDH Jane Smale RDH Candy Owens RDH 
96 Church Road, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ 

wheatleydental@gmail.com 
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Local Governance:     

To report potholes, fly-tipping, broken paving, vandalism, etc. | fixmystreet.com 

Oxfordshire CC | 01865 792422 | oxfordshire.gov.uk 

OCC Family Information Service | 08452 262636 | fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

OCC Highways | 0845 310 1111 | highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

County Councillor Tim Bearder | 07789 754727  | tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

South Oxfordshire DC | 01235 422422 | southoxon.gov.uk 

Missed Bin Collection | 03000 610610 | admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk 

Bulky Household Waste Collection | 01235 422406 | waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk 

Housing | 01235 422422 | housing@southandvale.gov.uk 

Planning Applications | 01235 422600 | planning@southoxon.gov.uk 

District Councillor Toby Newman | 01865 872239 | toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk 

Wheatley Parish Council | 01865 875615 | clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Local information:     

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire | 03444 111 444 | caox.org.uk 

Age UK Oxfordshire | 0345 450 1276 | admin@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 

The Maple Tree (Children's Centre) | 01865 236700 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk  

The Merry Bells Village Hall | 01865 872073 | merrybells.org.uk 

Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to hospital or GP surgery) | 07505 543750 

Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 | wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Wheatley Park Sports Centre | 01865 872128 | better.org.uk/venues/park 

Wheatley Park School | 01865 872441 | wheatleypark.org 

Wheatley Primary School | 01865 872366 | wheatley.oxon.sch.uk 

Services:     

Police non-emergency | 101 | www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

GP Surgery, Morland House | 01865 872448 | morland-house.co.uk 

NHS Out of Hours Service | 111 | 111.nhs.uk 

Gas Emergency | 0800 111 999 | nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies 

National Power Cut Helpline | 105 | ssen.co.uk 

Burst pipe or leak | 0800 714 614 | thameswater.co.uk 

Floodline | 0345 988 1188 | gov.uk/check-flood-risk 

Transport:     

Oxfordshire Comet | 01865 323201 | oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet 

Arriva (280) Bus | 0344 800 4411 | arrivabus.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London) | 01865 785400 | brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk 

National Rail Enquiries | 03457 484950 | nationalrail.co.uk 

Key Contacts 

https://www.fixmystreet.com/
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/
mailto:admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
mailto:waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:housing@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:planning@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://www.caox.org.uk/
mailto:admin@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
mailto:hayley@mapletree.org.uk
http://merrybells.org.uk/
mailto:wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/south-oxfordshire/park
https://www.wheatleypark.org/
http://www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk/
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
http://www.morland-house.co.uk/
https://111.nhs.uk/
https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies
https://www.ssen.co.uk/Home/
https://www.thameswater.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/public-transport/accessible-transport/bookable-transport
https://www.arrivabus.co.uk/
https://brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk/
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
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