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Contributions

Editor’s Note
Hello and welcome to the December-January issue of the
Wheatley Newsletter.
This is a jam-packed issue bursting with loads of great content
and write-ups. From the 1st Wheatley Guides and Rangers
(p14), to the drive to have Wheatley declared a FairTrade
village (p23) there’s a whole host of new and exciting entries
in this issue alongside all the returning favourites.
You may or may not be happy to hear that the Editor’s note is
the only entry that’s had the holiday make-over. Putting these
lights up on my section was work enough without covering the
whole village in them!
As always, feedback, comments, and suggestions are welcome.
Happy holidays!

Pete Collinson | newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

The Wheatley Newsletter
welcomes
contributions
and adverts from everyone
in the two parishes and
from
businesses
and
organisations
serving
Wheatley and District.
News and reports from
village organisations are
particularly welcome but
contentious
issues
or
articles promoting personal
causes should be avoided.
Submissions should be
made by 16th January for
the next issue.
The Editor reserves the
right not to print items and
to edit items submitted for
publication.
Head to bit.ly/wnl-info for
further details and to
download a booking form.

I am pleased to report that the date for the 2020 quiz has now been confirmed as Friday
28th February and that the Merry Bells has been booked.
Doors will be open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. There will be tables of 8. Please bring your
own nibbles and drinks. Tickets are £10 per person. Please book in advance by calling Sue
Coombes on 07870 742139 or Helen Cross on 01865 873750.

Sue Coombes

WHEATLEY
NEWS
Publisher
Wheatley Parish Council
The Parish Office
The Merry Bells
89 High Street
Wheatley
OX33 1XP
01865 875615

Distributor
This newsletter is kindly
distributed to all addresses in
Wheatley and Holton by a team
of volunteers, organised by
Christine Vernede
(01865) 873335.

clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Disclaimer
The views expressed in the
Newsletter are not necessarily
those of the Parish Council or
the Editor, and no liability can
be accepted for any errors or
omissions, although we will
publish corrections where
necessary.

Chairman’s Column
It was a privilege to once
again be given the
opportunity to lay the
Parish Council Wreath at
our
remembrance
service on November
10th. For me, this
ceremony always puts
current
issues
into
perspective and reminds
me that without the
selfless bravery of earlier
generations, we most
probably would not have
the luxury of making our
own
democratic
decisions about what it is
we want or, for that
matter, the freedom to
protest
about
the
decisions with which we
don’t agree.
The
recently
held
planning appeal against
the refusal of planning
for 550 houses at the
OBU site was long and
detailed but scrupulously
managed
by
the
Government
planning
inspector who will now
provide a report to the
Housing Minister who

will make the final
decision. Clearly, the
general election on
December 12th will have
a delaying effect upon
this as well as the
discussions taking place
over the SODC local plan
and the announcement
of proposed routes for
the planned Oxford to
Cambridge expressway.
There has been a
disturbing increase in
criminal activity in our
area, particularly house
burglaries and we all
need to be vigilant,
report
suspicious
behaviour and keep an
eye out for neighbours
especially if they are
elderly or less able.

It is impossible to predict
how 2020 will treat us
but I know that all
members of the Parish
Council will join me in
offering good wishes for
Christmas and the New
year.

Meetings & Dates
Parish Council
Merry Bells Hall, 19:30
2nd December
6th January

Planning Cmte.
Parish Office, 19:30
11th December
8th January

Finance Cmte.
Parish Office, 19:30
16th December

Open Spaces Cmte.
Parish Office, 19:30

20th January

District Councillor
Surgery
Parish office
10:30—11:30
14th December

11th January

Doug Lamont
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Clerk’s Column
•

Winter is here and Christmas is just a
few weeks away. I hope you will be or
have joined in the village festivities
(depending on when you read this).
Wheatley Parish Council are happy to
have been able to support Wheatley
Christmas Fair 2019 and thanks to Lucy
Collinson and the organising committee
on putting together the event for us all
to enjoy.

•

The darker evenings bring increased
reports of dog fouling. Please be a
responsible dog owner and pick up after
your dog. Make sure you have supplies
of dog bags and if walking in the early
morning/late evening take a torch with
you so that you can see where your dog
has been to the toilet and pick up the
mess and put it in a bin.

•

•

Within meetings councillors continue to
implement the Strategic Plan into their
decision making and work. An update on
current projects so far:
•

Farm Close Road Rec – Grant
applications are being made to
support plans for a new play area.
£15,000 has already been
allocated by the parish council
Community Grants – In October
the council awarded £1,000 to
Wheatley Guides for camping
equipment, £500 to ARCH to
support volunteer readers, £500
to help maintain St Mary’s
churchyard.
Tree planting – trees replanted in
memorial garden with more trees
to be planted in Crown Rd and on
Wheatley Playing Fields on 30th
November
Village Square – working group
has met again to look again at
improvements.
£10,000
has
already been allocated by the
parish council.

The parish office will close for a period
over the festive holidays, please check
on the website or at the office for full
details.

Community Bus – work continues
on a route through Wheatley,
Holton. I hope to be able to share
more information in the New
Year.

We all wish you a very Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!
Michelle Legg

The Parish Council office is open to the public on Wednesday and Saturday
mornings, 09:30—11:30.
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Wheatley Postal Service
Following a unanimous vote at our
Parish Council Meeting on November
4th I have been asked by the parish
council, as well as numerous
residents, to seek clarification from
the East Oxford Royal Mail sorting
office regarding what we believe is a
plan to relocate postal delivery
services for Wheatley to the East
Oxford office.

for undelivered mail to be collected
from East Oxford for the vast
majority of Wheatley residents.
Currently our village has a thriving
community and our Post Office and
our post men and women are at the
centre of this, servicing not only
Wheatley but many of the
surrounding villages and hamlets.
Any threat to its viability will have a
damaging effect on our community
and we believe that any reduction in
the current excellent service
provided will have a long-term
negative effect upon the business
and profitability that the Postal
Service currently enjoy.

We believe that they intend to
relocate the delivery vans and Local
Wheatley sorting to East Oxford
requiring our eight Postmen and
women to travel into Oxford each
morning and return in six vans to
carry out deliveries in our area and
then return to East Oxford at the end
of their working day. Whereas
currently a single vehicle delivers
mail to Wheatley where it is
distributed by our locally based
postal workers.

Only two years ago the SPDO was
moved to its current location to give
postal workers more space; senior
Royal Mail executives inspected this
facility and gave full support to the
improvements and so we fail to
recognise any salient reason for
changing what is an efficient and
practical working arrangement.

This idea seems to contradict every
element of good customer service
and efficient operation. Not only is it
wholly inefficient in terms of vehicle
use but will result in much increased
pollution. It may be that for the Post
Office’s own convenience this idea
will find favour in East Oxford but
with a population 65% of whom are
over 65, it will be wholly
inconvenient, not to say impossible,

I have written to the Royal Mail East
Oxford office requesting comment
and clarification around the points
outlined above and will be fighting to
retain the Local Wheatley sorting
office should this be necessary.
Doug Lamont
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Oxford to Cambridge Expressway
However, a new petition not linked to the
parliamentary petition website has now
been set up by the No Expressway Group
who are urging as many people as
possible to sign this petition to lend
strength to their campaign (link in footer).

LATEST NEWS
•

ROUTE SHORTLIST PUBLICATION
POSTPONED UNTIL AFTER
ELECTION

•

OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
VOTED TO OPPOSE EXPRESSWAY
NEW PETITION LAUNCHED

•

The No Expressway Group are firmly of
the opinion that this petition will be a
crucial tool in showing politicians the
strength of local feeling on the issue.
They have pointed out that, even when
the public consultation begins following
the route option announcement, public
opinion will be sought only on the choice
of route, NOT on whether the Expressway
should be built at all.
As previously indicated the Parish Council
will try to give notice of the route option
announcement, but there will only be a
10-week public consultation period
following the announcement and it is
important that anyone who wants to
comment is prepared in advance, e.g. by
registering themselves as stakeholders
with Highways England (email address in
footer).

We
had
been
expecting
the
announcement this autumn of the
shortlist of 6 or 7 route options for the
proposed Expressway route around
Oxford. However, Highways England have
now advised that the announcement has
been delayed until after the General
Election. When the announcement, and
the subsequent public consultation, will
actually happen will now depend on the
new government and their priorities!
Meanwhile Oxfordshire County Council
has finally voted to oppose the
Expressway – although the vote was not
unanimous.
If you have already signed a petition on
the parliamentary petition website to
oppose the Expressway, you should be
aware that all petitions on that website
have now been suspended pending the
General Election, and I understand that
this particular petition will not be reopened after the election.

Whatever your political views it would be
rash to assume that the Expressway will
not proceed after the election. There are
some slides from a presentation given at
Horton-cum-Studley Millennium Village
Hall on 22 October
linked below.
Richard Harding

Highways England email: OxfordToCambridgeExpressway@highwaysengland.co.uk
No Expressway petition: noexpressway.org/petition-signup
Expressway presentation: bit.ly/wnl-oxcam-pres
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Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan Report
On 18 October, SODC ended its own
Public Consultation on our Draft
WNP, submitted by Parish Council
on 02 September. The Parish Clerk
quietly pressed a button and it
landed inside SODC's computer!

better forgotten. Large trees
perished to provide giant ring-files.
Two weeks after the Inquiry finished
(31 October), our WNP Examiner
announced that he would like to
meet
WNP
and
WPC
representatives, along with SODC
advisers. This was on 19 November,
to clarify certain matters before he
begins his Examination. The WNP is
complex enough with a Strategic
Site and village enhancement
proposed for Wheatley, but now
there is no Local Plan referral point.
It has been suspended, under 'direct
rule'. I should also mention the
Election and Christmas too.

With barely time to catch breath,
the Brookes University Appeal
hearing started (Public Inquiry) on
22 October. It appealed against
SODC's refusal in November 2018 to
allow 500 homes on the Holton Park
site. 'Third parties' were heard on
the first day – WNP (RG, JF), WPC &
WNP (TN), Wheatley Park Academy
(KH), SODC Councillor for Beckley
and Holton (Sarah Gray), HPC
(Robert Barter) and one Holton
private resident. The Inquiry was
chaired by an Inspector and took up
7 days (52.5 hours). It was formally
advertised by SODC on Parish Office
noticeboards, one week ahead. The
Inspector's judgement now has to
be forwarded to the Housing
Secretary for confirmation, as the
issue is so controversial. First
quarter of the New Year is the
forecast date for its publication.

Wheatley
Newsletter
comes
through
letterboxes
end
of
November. Please dip into our WNP
Website, which has seen much hard
work and updating by Audrey
Parsons,
its
co-manager.
www.wheatleyneighbourhoodplan.co.uk

- go to Process, then to Recent News
and Updates, look at Oxford
Brookes Wheatley Site Update and
see two WNP speeches (RG and JF)
to the Inquiry, 22 October, alongside
Toby Newman's summary of Appeal
issues put to WPC on 04 November.

It is impossible to summarise
proceedings. They were wearying,
sometimes revealing, sometimes

John Fox
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Home & Garden
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Home & Garden
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Home & Garden

Home & Garden
strain out of cooking & pre-order our hand-made
festive treats like Christmas Cake, Mince Pies and
much more! Latest date for placing orders 15th
Christmas Markets at Waterperry Gardens
December, last collection 24th December by midday.
Sat 7th & Sun 8th December 10am – 4pm FREE
Get into the Christmas spirit with Christmas shopping To book pop in to the Teashop,
from our Gallery, Gift Barn & Christmas Shop, festive ring 01844 338087 or email
teashop@waterperrygardens.co.uk
events & Waterperry grown Christmas trees, handApprentice Chef Vacancy
made wreaths, along with a number of Arts & Craft
Our Teashop has a vacancy for an apprentice chef,
Stalls with gorgeous handmade gift ideas & festive
primarily to work in the savoury department, helping
food and drink!
to make soups, quiches, pates, main courses and
Find Santa’s Reindeer!
salads. A willingness to work regular weekend shifts
23rd November – 23rd December from 10am
is essential. Contact Nicky
Help Rudolph find his friends lost all around the
nwortley@waterperrygardens.co.uk or 01844
gardens & then collect your Christmas treat. £2.50
338087.
per child. Children must be accompanied
by an adult paying the normal garden entrance fee.
Waterperry Gardens will be closed from 25th Dec till
Pre-Order your hand-made Christmas Goodies!
1st Jan 2020 inclusive
Let the Teashop at Waterperry Gardens take the

December 2019

For more information please visit www.waterperrygardens.co.uk
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Home & Garden

Home & Garden
Wheatley Parish Council have pledged
their support for the Woodland Trust’s
Big Climate Fight Back initiative for 1
million people to plant a tree on
Saturday 30th November, by organising tree planting in the village.
On the 30th November a Wild Service Tree will be planted on ground in Crown
Rd/Roman Road and 6 new trees will be planted at Wheatley Playing Fields.
The public are welcome to join in the planting at Wheatley Playing Fields from
10:00 or, better still, why not pledge your support and plant your own tree? It
doesn’t have to be a huge tree, a small garden tree such as an ornamental
cherry or a hedge such as privet or holly is just as important. You can find more
information and claim a free tree by visiting the Woodland Trust’s webpage at
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk.
The Parish Council is responsible for a large number of trees in the village and
we understand only too well their importance in reducing carbon, fighting
flooding and pollution and supporting a wide range of wildlife. We run a
continuous inspection and maintenance programme to monitor their health
and, whilst the removal of dead or diseased trees is sometimes unavoidable,
we are committed to preserving as many as possible in our beautiful village.
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1st Wheatley Guides & Rangers
Winter is fast approaching, and that can
only mean one thing for the Wheatley
Guides and (newly formed) Rangers:
campfires! Toasting and roasting, firebuilding and hot chocolate sipping, these
are the most revered and welcomed
activities of the otherwise glum months
of the year. Even at the beginning of this
term, we took the first opportunity to
get out on our “Under the Sea” camp,
very fittingly named, it being as cold to
chill a be-socked Highland sheep, where
we made firey popcorn.

expectations of a traditional Guide were,
for this was one of the things every Girl
Guide was obliged to do before
becoming a member in the 1930s. (Most
importantly, though, it was a good
excuse to make fire and eat
marshmallow s'mores.)
Over the past year, we have been raising
funds to go on Quest 2020, the biggest
camp event for every half decade for
Guiding. Bake sales, collections at Asda
and even compiling a cookbook will
hopefully make our fundraising a
success.

What’s more, we went to the woods on
a recent autumnal evening to try the “1
Match Challenge”, where you can only
use 1 match to light a fire, funny
enough. We managed to light 3 fires
with 4 matches! Not only was it funny to
watch the whole spectrum of human
nature – optimism, disappointment,
anger, euphoria – but it was also a good
way to get a glimpse of what the

We are now 1st Wheatley Guides (for
girls ages 10-14) and Rangers (ages 1418), so please get in touch
(wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk) if you
want to join us at URC on Wednesday
nights.
Alice | Wheatley Rangers

Babe, the Sheep-pig
Wheatley Productions are putting on 'Babe, the sheep-pig' - a play adaptation
of Dick King-Smith's book written by David Wood - in Wheatley Primary
School on Friday the 24th and 7:30 and Saturday the 25th at 2:30 and
7:30. Cheer yourself up one of those cold dark nights, come and enjoy the
story of a small pig who gets befriended by elderly sheep, puppies, ducks and
a cockerel - on his way to learning how to be a sheep-dog ... pig! Fun for all
the family. For tickets please contact 01865 872006.
Hilary Churchley
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Get Involved

Wheatley CE Primary School

Hello from Wheatley CE Primary!
We enjoyed a busy but exciting start to the school year with circus workshops and
moving into four new classrooms (former LA offices). We are looking forward to
moving into our new Early Years classrooms from January. In order to further
promote reading, we have also converted one of our spare classrooms to a special
library space.
Do you have an hour or two of spare time? And enjoy spending time with children?
Volunteers enhance our school community and we are keen to welcome new
volunteers for this year – we are particularly interested in starting a chess club up
again and/or a board games club. We also need volunteers to hear children read.
Please pop in to speak to us and collect a volunteer application form from the
school office.
We also have two vacancies for Foundation Governors to join our Governing Body. If
you are an active member of any of the Wheatley Churches and are interested in
finding out more about this important and rewarding role, please do get in touch.
Office.3165@wheatley.oxon.sch.uk
01865 872366
Mrs Gillian Standing and Mrs Anneka Fisher | Co-headteachers

“HUGE AMOUNTS OF GOODWILL IN WHEATLEY”
We gathered in the Merry Bells to hear refugee support workers from Syria, Iran and
Turkey, tell of their work, befriending, teaching and counseling refugees and asylum
seekers in Oxford. It was for this work, based at the Refugee Resource Centre that
we raised over £500.
More than forty guests dispersed to seven hosts in Wheatley who offered dishes
from around the world to celebrate the launch of the second Recipe Book compiled
by the Women’s service at the Resource Centre. Many of the dishes had been tried
and tested at the Merry Bells in August as part of a shared cooking day.
One guest was heard to say “there are huge amounts of goodwill in Wheatley”.
Wheatley Refugee Support Group
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Parish Newsletter
December 2019 / January 2020

Three different events
completed our activities
for 2019. A sushimaking evening
provided a very tasty
supper for several
members in midOctober. Wielding
amazingly sharp knives
we prepared an array of
sushi with differing
degrees of success –
sticky rice is quite hard
to manage.

Soon afterwards a full
house at the Merry Bells
awaited Laurence
Lalanne-Devlin as our
cast away on Desert
Island Discs. Her wideranging selection of
music aptly reflected
her upbringing in
France, her days as a
BBC reporter in Africa
(often in war torn
regions), and her
subsequent training as

a lay-preacher. It will
come as no surprise
that Laurence’s luxury
was perfume – French
parfum.
As no year is complete
without a Clever Clogs
Quiz - this was held on
November 15th. As
always it was a very
successful lively
evening and we have
Quizmaster John
Duffelen to thank for
that. He always selects
a challenging but
interesting array of
questions.
In December there are
no Wheatley Society
Meetings. The proposed
trip to attend a Carol
Service at Christ
Church Cathedral is not
really suitable to
arrange en masse given
the dates. However, for
those interested Christ
Church Carol Services
will be on 23rd and
24th December. Tickets
will become available
on Monday
25th November for
either service, free, from
www.ticketsoxford.com;
and 01865 305305.
There is possibly a £1
16

charge for postage. It
promises to give
participants the
opportunity to enjoy
some wonderful
Christmas music.

January 23rd sees the
start of the events in
2020. Local young
entrepreneurs will talk
about the challenges of
setting up a business in
Wheatley at the Merry
Bells 7.45 for 8.00 as
usual. Further details
will be posted nearer
the date.
For the Committee the
process of planning
next year’s events has
started. We want to be
sure the range of
activities has something
for everyone so please
do send me your
suggestions. If you
haven’t already joined
the Wheatley Society
but have ideas for
events whether related
to village affairs or
purely social, please
also get in touch – we
always welcome new
members.
Season’s Greetings!

Mary Hall | Chair
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Automotive
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Automotive
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Automotive / Family & Pets
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Family & Pets
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Family & Pets

Family & Pets

During 2019, a quiet revolution in
ethical living has got under way in
Wheatley. A steering group,
involving Wheatley Area Churches,
Wheatley Park School and
Sustainable Wheatley has taken all
the major steps needed for
declaring Wheatley a Fairtrade
Village. The application to do so,
and join over 500 other
communities in the UK with this
status, is currently being prepared.
Chair of the steering group, John
Guy, presented a motion of
support for Fairtrade at Wheatley
22

Sustainable Wheatley
Swapshop 25th January

apple pressing. It was a funny year for apples
with some trees being very bountiful and
others with almost nothing. However, we
still managed to harvest 630kg over the
autumn. Much of it had been distributed
around the village previously, but enough
was left, together with a further 48kg
brought along on the day, to fill about 60
bottles with juice.

Don’t forget the next Swapshop where you
can bring anything useful that you no longer
need to give away and take anything away
that you have a use for.
We can accept most portable items but
please don’t bring any liquids including
paint, or sharp implements, or clothes and
shoes which can be put in the various bins
around the village (in SODC car park, Asda,
Fire station etc). If in doubt, please contact
us in advance via admin@wheatleycag.org
or ring 873957

Contact us:
email admin@wheatleycag.org
website www.sustainablewheatley.org
Facebook page @sustainablewheatley
Twitter feed @suswheatley

Apple Day 2019
Many thanks to all those who braved the
cold and rain on 26th October to support our

Tim Blightman

Fairtrade Wheatley
Parish Council in July which was
passed nem. con. Talks have been
going on with a number of local
retailers, including the Co-op, Asda
and Costcutters to highlight and if
possible, expand their range of
Fairtrade goods, which already
include tea, coffee, sugar, chocolate,
bananas and wine.

schools and churches in the village
and Oxford Brookes are already
committed to Fairtrade and several
businesses have shown an interest.
Events to look out for include the
Fairtrade stall at Wheatley Christmas
Fair and the next national Fairtrade
Fortnight from February 24th to
March 8th 2020, when it is hoped
that the village’s Fairtrade status will
be
officially
confirmed
and
celebrated.

A number of local caterers serve
Fairtrade tea, coffee and chocolate; if
you ask, they will be happy to tell you
about their use of these items. The

Mike Matejtschuk
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Church News
Wheatley Area Churches
News from WAC
As part of the Christmas
celebration in Mexico,
traditional fiestas called
posadas (inns) are held for
family
and
friends. A posada is the reenactment of the Census
pilgrimage to Bethlehem
by Mary and Joseph, and
their
search
for
a
room.
Families hold
a posada party in their
homes, the host acting as
the inn keeper with their
guests acting as the
pilgrims, singing outside
the door until the host lets
them in. It is a bit like carol
singing followed by a party
inside the house!
An event held in Wheatley
recently, reminded me of
the Posada when Wheatley
residents gathered in the
Merry Bells to hear the
stories of refugees, before
walking to various houses
where hosts had prepared
food to eat.
The story of the birth of
Jesus,
the
need
to
welcome strangers, is
sometimes lost in the
commercialisation
of
Christmas so we invite you
to pause, reflect and join in
at the Village Carol Service

St. Mary’s Church

on Sunday 15 December, at
6pm in St Mary’s Church.
And if you can, please join
us for Carol singing at Asda
on Saturday 21 December,
between 10am and 11am,
when we will be collecting
for Asda’s Charity of
Choice.
We have produced a
Christmas card, containing
the dates of all Christmas
Services, which will be
delivered to every house in
the next few days.
Finally, as a community, we
remember those families
with young children for
whom Christmas is a real
struggle, financially and
emotionally. We continue
our collection of food for
the foodbank at Christmas;
if you would like to donate
food, you can buy extra
items and leave them in
most supermarkets for the
Community
Emergency
Foodbank or bring them
along to our churches.
All involved with Wheatley
Area Churches wish you a
happy
and
joyful
Christmas.

John Guy - Chair
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From the Vicar
It is tempting to write
something about the
state of politics in our
land, but you’d probably
just turn the page, so
here’s some words
about
Christmas
instead.
Christians have been
celebrating the birth of
Jesus at this time of
year since the fourth
century. There is no
Biblical evidence to
support 25th December
as Jesus’ birthday, but it
is as good a day as any
other to celebrate a
birth
of
such
significance. The story
that we are all so
familiar
with,
with
angels and shepherds
and kings is also
problematic. If you read
the accounts of Jesus’
birth in the gospels of
Matthew and Luke (it
doesn’t appear in Mark
and John at all), you find
that they tell two
entirely
different
stories, and the familiar

Church News
Wheatley United Reformed Church
Nativity Story that we
see at schools and in
churches
is
an
amalgamation of the
two.
So, is it all just a fairy
story?
No. The truth behind
the tinsel and carols is
so astounding that it is
not surprising that it has
been celebrated for
hundred and hundreds
of years. The God who
made all things chose to
be born as a human, to
experience life as we
know it, putting aside
his divinity to be just
like you and me. When
this little baby grew, he
went on to die for our
sakes and then rose
again to prove that
death has no power
over us. All of this
because of God’s love
for us. That really is
something to celebrate.
Please join us at St
Mary’s or in any of the
Wheatley Churches this
festive season.
Revd Nigel Hawkes

News from URC
Our Christmas celebrations include a carol service on
Sunday, 22 December at 6.00pm.
The Christmas Day service will begin at 9.15am.
For two years now we have had a longest night
service and we continue, calling it a blue Christmas
night on Thursday 19 December, for all those who
are alone or have recently lost a loved one.
Our afternoon teas continue on the first Sunday in
the month and coffee mornings on the first Thursday.
See the Clubs and Events page for full details.
Zena Knight

Services and Contact
St. Mary the Virgin Church
01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
Holy Communion | Sunday | 08:00
Holy Communion | Wednesday | 12:00
Parish Praise | 1st Sunday in month | 10:00
Sung Eucharist | 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday in month | 10:00
Food Bank Sunday | 4th Sunday in month | 10:00 | Please
bring a donation for the Food Bank
United Reformed Church
01844 215513 | secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk
Holy Communion | 1st & 3rd Sunday in month | 10:00
Food Bank Sunday | 1st Sunday in month| 10:00
Afternoon tea | 1st Sunday in month | 14:30-16:30
Our Lady of Lourdes RC Church
01865 672433 | catholicheadington@gmail.com
Vigil Mass | Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. | Saturday | 18:00
Wheatley Community Church
office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
Wheatley Primary School | Sunday | 10:30
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Jobs & Wanted

Work for Oxfordshire Library Service!
Flexible hours, £9.55 per hr
Are you a people-person who wants to play a key part in your local community? We’re
looking for confident, enthusiastic and committed people to work as Customer Service
Advisers for the Oxfordshire Library Service!
No two days are ever the same - you could be leading events such as rhyme-time and
storytelling for children, as well as helping people to access IT and directing customers to
reliable online sources of information. We offer flexible hours to suit your lifestyle and
where you live.
Apply to join the library service and start a great new chapter:
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/jobs
Applications open 11 Nov. Closing date 9 Dec.

DRIVERS WANTED
WHEATLEY VOLUNTEER CARE SCHEME NEEDS VOLUNTEER DRIVERS

Do you have any spare time to transport local residents to
medical appointments?
You will be reimbursed for your petrol cost.
So if you feel you can help us:
Please contact Kath Lamont—01865 876609

WHEATLEY CARE
VOLUNTEER TEAM MEMBER
Wheatley Care is looking for a third co-ordinator to join their
team of volunteers to help manage booking requests and driver
allocations (on average 30 per month)
If you like speaking to people and are good at scheduling/
planning we’d love to hear from you.
Please call

Kath Lamont—01865 876609
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Jobs & Wanted

Can you spare a few hours
weekly/fortnightly?
Enrych are looking for volunteers in the South Oxfordshire area,
to assist and support our members with physical disabilities
with activities they may struggle to do alone.
Activities such as: Baking, Board Games, Coffee Shop Trips,
Local Garden Centres, Lunches, Playing Pool, Companionship
If you would like more info then please get in touch:
kirsty.carter@enrych.org.uk | 07732 003426
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Other Services

Does your child need
extra help with
reading, writing or
spelling?
Do they have Dyslexia?
Do they just need a boost in confidence?
•

Qualified Teacher offers Literacy
Support for children in Key Stages
1 and 2.

•

An intensive Synthetic Phonics
course is available for children of
all ages who are having major
problems or who may be dyslexic.

Telephone: Penny Willmott 01865 452057
Email: penny.millmott1@ntlworld.com
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Clubs & Events
FREE PARKING
SODC Carparks December
Didcot - Mon 9, 16, 23
Goring - Sat 7, 14, 21
Henley - Tue 3, 10, 17
Thame - Sat 7, 14, 21
Wallingford - Thu 5, 12, 19
Shop local this Christmas

FREE PARKING
Vale of White Horse
Carparks December
Abingdon - Sat 7, 14, 21
Faringdon - Sat 7, 14, 21
Wantage - Sat 7, 14, 21
Shop local this Christmas

Age UK Oxon
POP UP CINEMA
For over 50’s

1st Tuesday of month,
starting 7th Jan 2020
14:00-16:00
Merry Bells Coffee Room
£3.50 per person
Call Rachel Poole for
info: 07827 235460

WHEATLEY CARE SCHEME
For transport to hospital,
surgeries etc. NOT to shops!
For all residents of
Wheatley, Littleworth &
Holton
TO BOOK, PLEASE PHONE
AS SOON AS YOU HAVE
YOUR APPOINTMENT
07505 543750
Answerphone
Use your Blue Badge if you
have one

HOLTON &
WHEATLEY
CRICKET CLUB

New members,
any ability, always
welcome.
Contact Hugh
Kitchin 01865
873305

Oxfordshire Craft Guild
Xmas Selling Exhibition
16th Nov - 29th Dec
Jewellery, Ceramics,
Wood, Stone and more.
Perfect for Xmas presents!
The Oxfordshire Museum,
Woodstock

MACMILLAN QUIZ 2020
Fri 28th February
19:00 for 19:30 start
Merry Bells
£10pp, Tables of 8
Please book in advance:
Sue Coombes 07870 742139
Helen Cross 01865 873750

WHEATLEY &
CUDDESDON
WRITERS CIRCLE
20:00 Tuesday
14th January
CRICKETERS
ARMS,
LITTLEWORTH
Wheatley
Productions present:
Babe, the Sheep-Pig
24th Jan 19:30
25th Jan 14:30 &
19:30
Wheatley Primary
School
Tickets: 01865
872006

Clubs & Events

18th December 19:30
St. Giles Church
Horspath
Tickets £10 from Edna
Ackroyd 01865 872198

ROYAL BRITISH
LEGION
Thursday 23rd
January 2020
Meeting with
lunch
At the New Club
From midday

ROYAL BRITISH
LEGION
Thursday 12th
December
Christmas lunch
At the New Club
From midday
Booking essential

Wheatley United
Reformed Church

Wheatley United
Reformed Church

St MARY’S
BELLRINGERS

Tea, Cake and a Chat

Coffee mornings

Church Hall, Crown
Square

Church Hall, Crown
Square

Sun, 1 Dec, 14:30-16:30
Sun, 5 Jan, 14:30-16:30

Thu, 5 Dec 10:00-12.00

Practice – Fridays at
19:30

Thu, 2 Jan, 10:00-12.00

Details Peter Bayliss

All welcome

872250 / 07803 130391

The Wheatley Society
Local Business Start-Ups

Sustainable
Wheatley
SWAP SHOP
Sat 25th
January
09:30—11:00
Merry Bells

Musica Viva
Perform

The Christmas Story

All welcome

WHEATLEY VILLAGE
PRODUCE
ASSOCIATION
Annual General
Knowledge Quiz

Merry Bells
Tuesday 10 Jan 19:30

Young local
entrepreneurs talk about
the challenges of setting
up a business in
Wheatley
19:45 for 20:00
Thursday 23rd January
Merry Bells

New or experienced
ringers of all ages and
levels needed.
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Professional Services

Wheatley Village Produce Association

Words from The VPA

January. For the most part, continue jobs
as for December although this month you
could start covering a rhubarb crown to
force it on for an early crop. Just select an
odd crown not the whole plant as forcing
tends to exhaust and weaken the plant.
Check any stored tubers, whether Dahlia
or potatoes, and any apples so that rot
does not spread. No talk this month but
we do have our much-anticipated quiz to
look forward to! The quiz will take place
on Tuesday 10 January 2020 at 7.30 pm at
the Merry Bells. All are welcome to take
part and questions will be on general
knowledge and not confined to
horticulture.
All talks are open to anyone, free to
members, £2.50 for non-members. £7 will
buy membership for the whole year for
all your immediate family.

The days are getting shorter, and colder,
but there are still things you can do in the
garden. Alternatively, you can always
retreat to a cosy, fireside chair and make
plans for next year as plant and seed
catalogues abound!
December. We have no talk this month,
but it is a good time for planting bareroot trees and shrubs, so long as the
ground is not frozen. The choice of plants
is more extensive, cheaper, and they
often get away in spring more quickly
than container-grown. There is also
plenty of pruning to do of apple and pear
trees (not plums), and Japanese acers,
silver birches and grape vines. Make sure
any tender plants have protection or
move them under cover. If you have a
greenhouse, (I envy you!) it is a great
place to enjoy any winter sun, clean pots,
clean and sharpen tools and pot up
hardwood cuttings.

Contact wheatleyVPA@gmail.com.

Geraldine Surman
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Day by Day
MONDAY
Sharecare Community Club | 09:30-14:00 | 07827 235425 | holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
Baby & Toddler Group | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-11:30 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk

Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group | 10:00-12:00 & 19:00-21:00 | Exc. bank holidays
Beaver Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | Term time 17:30-18:30 | 01865 874997
Brownies | URC Hall | Term time 17:30-19:00

Wheatley Bridge Club | Holton Village Hall | 19:00
Community Choir | URC Hall | Term time 19:30-21:00
Badminton Club | Park Sports Centre | 20:00-22:00 | 07769 827335
Paper Craft | Merry Bells | 10:00-12:00 | Liz.yuille@artlover.com
Hatha Yoga | Merry Bells | 13:00-14:00 | bexwells242@gmail.com
Children’s Dance Classes | Merry Bells | 16:00-17:30 | megan_ah@hotmail.com

TUESDAY
Once Upon a Rhymetime | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11:30
Maple Chefs | Maple Tree Centre | 13:30-14:30 | Age 5 and under
Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-19:00
St Mary’s Guild | URC Hall | 4th in month | 14:15 | New members always welcome
Rugby Club Seniors Training | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com

Wheatley Women’s Institute | Merry Bells | 3rd in month | 19:15 | 01865 558167

Wheatley Singers | URC Hall | 19:15-21:00 | 01865 872250 | All welcome
St Mary’s Church | Open for prayer and reflection 19:30-21:00
Wheatley Village Produce Association | Merry Bells | 2nd in month | 19:30
Fitness Flow Pilates | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | destinyshore@ntlworld.com
Baby Ballerinas (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:00-14:30 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553
Jumping Jellybeans (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:30-15:00 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553

Dance4Fun (kids) | Merry Bells | 16:00-18:00 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome
Age UK Pop Up Cinema | Merry Bells | 1st in month | 14:00-16:00 | 07827 235460 | Over 50’s
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Day by Day
WEDNESDAY
Health Visitor Well Baby Clinic | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-10:30 | Stay for tea to 11:30
Crafty Stay & Play | Maple Tree Centre | Term time only | 15:15-16:30
Oxford Sling Library | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd & 4th in month | 09:30-11:00
Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-17:00
Sharecare Community Club | Holton Village Hall | 09:30-14:00
Late Spring 60+ Bereavement Support Group | URC | 1st & 3rd in month | 14:00-15:30 | 07827 235403

Yoga | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | jonjackielouise@hotmail.co.uk
Pop-up Pilates | Merry Bells | 18:30-20:30 | info@pop-up-pilates.com | 07731 3219991
Beginners’ Meditation | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd in month | 18:30-19:30 | RSVP 07962 545160

Cub Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 18:45-20:15 | 01865 874284 | Age 8-10½
Guides & Rangers | URC Hall | Term time 19:00-20:30 | Age 10+ | wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk

Gt. Milton Local History Society | Gt. Milton School | 4th in month | 19:30 | 01844 279567
Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers & Joggers | Park Sports Centre | 19:30-20:30 | 07979 538557
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome

THURSDAY
Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | 08:50-09:40
Maple Baby Group | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd & 4th in month | 13:00-14:30 | £2 family
Stay & Play | Maple Tree Centre | 09:15-11:30
Coffee morning | URC | 1st in month | 10:00-12:00
Wheatley Walks | Car park behind 6th Form Centre | 10:00-11:00 | 01865 872628 / 873430

Age UK Info Drop-in | Merry Bells | 2nd in month | 10:30-12:00 | 07827 235460
Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-17:00
Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | 14:00-17:00
Xstream After-School Club | Wheatley Primary School | 15:15-16:30
Rugby Club Seniors & Jrs | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com

Explorer Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 14-18
Army Cadets | Army Cadet Hut Littleworth Rd. | 19:10-21:10 | Age 12-17
Pilates | Merry Bells | 09:45-10:45 | wrenjenny3@googlemail.com
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome
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FRIDAY
Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-18:00
Inside Outside Stay & Play | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-12:00
Horspath Hub Coffee Morning | 10:30-12:00
Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 10½-14
St. Mary’s Bell Tower Practice | St. Mary’s Church | 19:30-21:00 | 01865 872250
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome
Martial Arts | Primary School Hall | 07395 442732 | cjh_mfschools@outlook.com
•

Mighty Matts | 17:00-17:45 | Age 3-4

•

Mighty Matts | 18:00-18:45 | Age 5-6

•

Junior/Family | 19:00-20:00 | Age 7+

SATURDAY
Saturdads | Maple Tree Centre | 3rd in month | 10:00-12:00 | £2 per family
Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00
Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | 4th in month | 10:00-12:00
Scrabble Club | 1st in month | 19:30 | 01865 872628
Wheatley Minis Football | Holton Rugby Club | 09:00-10:00 | Ages 4-7 | clcole03@gmail.com

SUNDAY
Church services | See page 25
Sunday Afternoon Tea and Cake | URC Crown Square | 1st in month | 14:30-16:30
Wheatley Windmill Open | 2nd in month | May to October
Rugby Club Minis & Jrs | Wheatley Playing Field | 10:00-12:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
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YOUR Wheatley Village Archive
The Wheatley Heritage Trail is now
officially launched. The Trail, funded by a
grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund
and a generous donation by Wheatley
WI to commemorate their centenary,
was launched by Tom Hassall. We do
hope you all enjoy the Trail while
furthering your knowledge of the village
from the comprehensive leaflet.
The Archive History Group had its last
talk of the year on 26th November on
Farms and Farmhouses in the village and
an interesting programme of talks and
tours has been arranged for 2020 with
talks taking place in the Merry Bells.
Initial dates for your new calendar
include ‘Oxfordshire in the Civil Wars’ on
7th January and ‘The Lost Villages of
Oxfordshire’ on 4th February. Contact
Michael
Heaton
on
michael@wheatleyarchive.org.uk
for

details of membership or just turn up at
a meeting.
Talking of new calendars – copies of the
Wheatley Archive Calendar are selling
like hot cakes. Do buy yours at the
village Christmas Fair, or before at the
Archive room for £8.00 if you want to
send one abroad.
The Archive Room is open on Thursday
afternoons from 2-5pm and on the last
Saturday of each month from 10-12. It
can be available at other times by
request.
The History Group, the Trail and the new
website have made 2019 a very busy
and productive year for the Archive
team and we would like to thank all
those who have supported us. Happy
Christmas and New Year.
Steph Cox

The Wheatley
Heritage Trail
Can you find
them all?
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Lifestyle
Wheatley Dental Practice | 01865 873314
We are currently accepting new patients at our friendly local dental surgery.
Please phone our receptionists or call in for more details!
Tooth whitening and facial aesthetic treatments available.
Catherine Peers BDS, Alison Chapman BDS MFDS RCS
Claudia Conde MClinDent(Prostho.)London
Rachel Hyde RDH Jane Smale RDH Candy Owens RDH
96 Church Road, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ
wheatleydental@gmail.com
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RELAX. YOUR MONEY IS SAFE WITH US
At Travel Counsellors we believe that when you make a booking, you should have 100%
confidence that your money is safe.
That’s why we offer a unique financial trust that goes above and beyond ABTA and
ATOL. It doesn’t cost you any extra, but it could save you a fortune.
Simply, your money is safe with Travel Counsellors.
So, with 100% financial protection and a personal service delivering your perfect travel
plans, you have to ask yourself one question...
...why take the risk of booking with anybody else?

THE HORSPATH HUB
Come and see us EVERY FRIDAY MORNING

Tea/coffee and home-made cakes: 10:30-12:00 | Post Office: 10:00-13:00
The following activities are now available in the Old Chapel in Horspath Village:
Weekly: Yoga, Pilates, Table Tennis, Line Dancing, Art, and once a month a Film Club, a Wine Club
and a Craft afternoon. The venue is perfect for small parties and celebrations.

CONTACT US: 07591 93396 | horspathhub@gmail.com
Visit www.horspath.org.uk/communityhub for details on how to book, costs, events etc.
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Tues 17th December Christmas
Rhymetime. Rev Nigel will come at
11am to tell us the Christmas story.
Thurs 19th December 11-1pm is our
Christmas party. Advance tickets are
£3.50 per child, including a gift from
Santa.

Maple Tree News
December is a busy month for The
Maple Tree! – not only do we have a
stall at Wheatley Christmas Fair on
Friday 29th November, we also have a
Family Christmas Crafting session at
Holton Village Hall on Saturday 7th
December. Everybody welcome from
age 0-100 - £5 per ticket. Email
craft@mapletree.org.uk for further
information.

We hope to see you over the
Christmas/New Year period with our
reduced timetable.
Sat 18th January 2.30-4.30pm Family
Magic Show at The New Club,
Wheatley. Tickets start from £3 each
and are available at The Maple Tree.
January brings a new partnership with
Wheatley Library. We are thrilled to
be running bi-monthly and holiday
Story/Rhymetime
sessions
commencing on Tuesday 7th January
10-11am.

We are delighted to be working with
Wheatley Scouts this year selling
Christmas Trees.
Information and
booking forms are available from us.
We have reasonably priced, high
quality trees from a plantation in
Scotland.

Don’t forget our new partnership Baby
& Toddler group at Forest Hill Village
Hall on Wednesday afternoons – 12.30pm.

Sling & Buggy walks are Wednesday
lunchtimes (12-1.30). Come and meet
local parents (and our lovely Melanie)
for a stroll in the fresh air.

Baby Massage - Regular 5 week
courses are starting soon.
See our Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/
groups/500731153419935/ or
to
volunteer, hire the MT or just for more
information
contact
hayley@mapletree.org.uk

Oxford Museums visit us on Tues 10th
December (10-11.30) with live stick
insects and cockroaches as well as
crafting activities.
Cooking
sessions
are
Tuesday
afternoons (1-2.30) for the under 5s.
You can book for blocks of 4 or
individual sessions.

Hayley Hayle | Maple Tree Co-ordinator
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Wheatley Playing Field Trust
the sport all round Oxfordshire and it
would be good to set up one in
Wheatley.
There are tremendous health benefits
from taking part (Walking Rugby,
Walking Netball and Walking Cricket
also exist) and the Trust would like to
hear from anyone or group in the
community interested in organising this
activity.
Also, as mentioned in previous
newsletters, if anyone is considering
playing Netball, either junior or adult,
please call Renata on 07794 849194 or
via the Trust’s contact details below.
We look forward to hearing from you.

News from The Trust
The Trust successfully applied for a
grant from the SODC Councillor
community grant fund. We are very
grateful to SODC for awarding this
grant which will contribute to
floodlights at the east end of the
tarmac area. We hope that they will be
in place early in the new year. This will
extend the season for netball as well as
offering the possibility for other
activities to take place.
One activity being considered is
Walking Football – as the name
suggests, you play football, walking! No
running or jogging, it is usually aimed at
the over 50s playing 5 or 6-a-side
football. There are leagues and
tournaments and even international
fixtures played! There are centres for

enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk

www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
Paul Willmott | Chairman

currently in the process of submitting
an application to become a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation (CIO). Once
approved, and with the necessary sublease from ODST negotiated, we will be
in a position to consider green-space
projects to benefit both community and
school, and to apply for relevant grants
to fund them. FoLF can be contacted via
the primary school. Watch this space
for updates!

Friends of Littleworth Field (FoLF)
Littleworth Field is the green space
beyond the primary school which is part
of the land leased from Oxfordshire
County Council by the school’s academy
trust, ODST. Two years ago, the school
governors approached the parish
council with a proposal to form a trust
to manage the field for joint school and
community use. FoLF is the result, with
members representing the parish
council, school and ODST, and we are

Liz Wickens
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Wheatley WI
www.wheatleywi.com
magicians in the country and president
of the Magic Club of Great Britain.

Recent Events
Local historian John Fox was our speaker
in September. John gave us a very
interesting talk on life during the 1st
World War. This period is of particular
interest to our members as Wheatley
W.I. was founded in 1919.
Women’s
lives at this time were very different
from our own and the companionship
and help offered by the W.I. must have
been welcomed by many, especially
those whose families were suffering
from loss or injury caused by the war.

Also in October four of our members
bravely volunteered to become models
for the evening when, as part of our
fund raising for the year, we held a very
successful fashion show.
The craft group entered the Centenary
Arts & Crafts Exhibition and were
delighted to be awarded first prize out
of 21 entries.
Our Christmas celebrations are on 10th
December when we are having a musical
evening with Pandemonium.

Our October meeting was an evening of
fun, laughter and magic. Our speaker
was Eugene Matthias. After a moving
account of a childhood plagued by
bullying he told us how a Christmas gift
of a magic set changed his life. He is
now one of the leading comedy

The speaker in January is Barbara Hately
on The History & Meaning of Nursery
Rhymes. This is a change from the
advertised programme.
Stephanie Brooklyn
has just started, and we are combining
with the Parish Council who had also
planned to stage an event for the whole
village during the summer of 2020. There
are a number of ideas that we are
currently working on, so watch this space.
But among the ideas, we hope to close
both the High Street and The Merry Bells
Car Park and hold various activities and
entertainments in those areas as well as
further afield in the village – hopefully
there will be something for everyone.

The Merry Bells Village Hall
SAVE THE DATE!
1st/2nd August 2020
In August 2020 it will be 50 years since the
Shotover Estate sold The Merry Bells to
the village to continue to be used to
benefit all the residents.
To celebrate the occasion, we will be
staging an event all over the weekend of
1st/2nd August. Planning for this event

We are in the early days of planning and
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WHEATLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL FIREWORKS 2019
A big thank you to all those who braved
the cold and rain to come to our annual
Fireworks Night on Saturday 9th
November. Unfortunately, the wet weather
robbed us of our live music and fairground
rides, but a splendid time was had by all
with mulled wine, a hog roast, hot drinks,
fun and games and, as ever, a fantastic
firework display.
Huge thanks must go to all the local
businesses who helped us with generous
discounts and donations, in particular Asda,
Cool Kids, Greenplant, That Event Company
and Wheatley Estates. Thank you also to
The Cornfield Bakery, Mates and The Sun
for helping us sell tickets, to the Fire
Service for bringing their engine, and to
Fusion for the loan of their tents. And
finally, of course a massive thank you to all
the parents, teachers, children and friends
of the school who volunteered to help in so
many different ways. We look forward to
seeing you all again next year – and
keeping fingers crossed for kinder weather!
Gez, Helen, Sarah, and all at Wheatley Primary School PTA
would still welcome any further ideas for
activities or entertainment over the
weekend and anybody who would like to
get involved in the organisation of it.
Contact
Tim
Blightman
on
info@merrybells.org.uk.

On a separate note, The Merry Bells
would like to gratefully acknowledge the
donation of plants for the beds in front of
the building, kindly supplied by Mill View
Nursery.

Tim Blightman
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Trades & Maintenance

Extensions . Refurbishments

Electrics . Kitchens . Bathrooms
Repairs & Maintenance
Landscaping . Fencing . Tiling
Architectural Services . Solar PV
Carpentry . Plumbing & Heating
Roofing
50 High Street, Wheatley, Oxford, OX33 1XT
Telephone: 01865 876004 Fax: 01865 876005
www.taylors-services.co.uk
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URC Cogwheel Project
URC Cogwheel Project and the new
Mulberry Room Celebration Weekend
You may have noticed the building work
through the summer at the United
Reformed Church in Crown Square (the
URC) and wondered what was going on.
The URC are warmly inviting all members
of the community to a weekend of
celebration 11th/12th January 2020 to
mark the completion of their project
(known as the Cogwheel Project) to expand
their facilities with a new community room
to be known as The Mulberry Room and
refurbish the hall. The new facilities will
extend the work of the Church and provide
new and up-dated facilities for local
community meetings and events.
‘This will be a great opportunity for our
friends and neighbours to join us in
celebration and see the new and
refurbished facilities on offer.’ says Church
Secretary, Phyllis Williams. ‘I know that
many from the Church will be there and we
are hoping that as many as possible of the
local community will come along.’ The
opening events will include a Pop-up Craft
session, a Family Board Game event, and a
concert. Also on offer will be simple
lunches, tea, coffee and cakes throughout

the day on the Saturday and afternoon tea
on the Sunday after a service of
Celebration and Dedication at 3pm. All the
events are open to everyone and you are
warmly invited to come along.
The new Mulberry Room, designed by
Brocklehurst Architects of West Wycombe
and built by Savvy of Horspath, provides a
space suitable for up to about 25 people. It
will enable the church to host small
gatherings in an informal, relaxed
atmosphere. The refurbished Hall now has
improved insulation, blinds and acoustic
panels to manage the sound levels during
more exuberant events.
The project was funded with donations
from the 50+ members of the
congregation, the Wessex Synod of the
United Reformed Church, The Allchurches
Trust, Bernard Sunley Charitable Trust,
Congregational and General Trust, FCC
Communities Foundation, Friends of
Wheatley URC, Garfield Weston Trust,
Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust, Trust
for Oxfordshire’s Environment as well as
generous donations from the local
community.

Zena Knight
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Community Project Well and Truly Launched!
her well and toured the exhibitions and
the historical timeline.

‘My father would
visit anyone,
whether they
went to church or
not. He was the
vicar of everyone
in Wheatley.’

Theresa May was followed by the Oxford
Silver Band, bathed in churchyard
sunshine, a string quartet and an
improvised fairy tale for children by Ges
Foster. Then finally, the place was filled
with the Wheatley Community Choir, who
ended the day with five exhilarating
songs. For this one day, St Mary’s had
become what The Revival Project hopes it
will be throughout the year – a place for
all in the centre of this lovely village of
Wheatley.

With these words, Theresa May launched
the ‘Revival at St Mary’s’, a Project
designed to embrace and help the whole
community.

As for funds – the day itself raised more
than £26,000 in promises, gifts and
pledges. Enormous thanks to everyone
who helped in any way. Before we apply
for National Grants, we hope to raise
£200,000 or more. Thanks to the
generosity of the Wheatley Community,
we are fast approaching that particular
target. The next major event is a Leap
Year Concert on 29th February, featuring
The Oxford Silver Band and other artists.
Yes, we are on our way, but there’s a long,
long way to go.

The Launch was a fantastic day, with a
church packed out with nearly four
hundred people from the village. Bells
pealed and the organ played. The
Architect presented plans, then former
Prime Minister May appeared in the
church where she was married some forty
years ago, to a burst of spontaneous
applause.
She spoke of her life in Wheatley and of
her early political ambitions – despite the
views of a father, who did not want his
daughter to appear partisan. She praised
the Project, urging everyone to get behind
it, then chatted to folk who remembered

The Revival Team
68

Wheatley Library | 01865 875267
Dates to note:
Thursday 5th December 15.45 - 16.15
Gadgets and Gizmos
Come and play with Ozobots, turn a banana into a keyboard and create your own interactive adventure
story. For children 8 years and up. Children must be accompanied by an adult. Space is limited so book
your place early.

Friday 6th December 19.30-21.00
Friends of Wheatley Library Clarinet group
Saturday 21st December 9.30-12.30
Mince pies
Christmas and New Year closing times
Closed from
13.00 21st Saturday 21/12/19 – Wednesday 01/01/20
Re-open 2pm 02/01/20
In the New Year
Tuesday 7 January 10.00-11.00
Mapletree Children’s centre hosts Rhymetime in the library
All children welcome and must be accompanied by an adult
Friday 24th January 10.30-11.30
Opera in an hour
Come along to create a story in song.
It’s all in good fun.
Saturday 25th January 9.30-12.30
Book sale of withdrawn library stock
Regular Friends of Wheatley Library events:
On-going sale of donated books
Monday craft sessions weekly from 10-12, 2-4pm, and 7-9pm – there will be a break over Christmas.
First Friday of the month, Clarinet Players at 7.30pm
Book donations
We gratefully receive good quality “as-new” donations of adult fiction. If you buy books to read but
don’t want the clutter, please consider donating them to the library.
Thank you, and happy holidays!

The Staff and Volunteers of Wheatley Library
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The Shotover School 1951-71
primary school) at some time in the early
summer.
If you have any photographs, reports,
programmes of events etc that you are
willing to share with other former pupils
could you please either scan and send them
to kheritage@wheatleypark.org or drop
them into the Main Reception at Wheatley
Park School marked for the attention of
Kevin Heritage. Of course, if you do drop
them in we will copy them and let you have
them back, so please include your name and
address so that you can have them delivered
back to you. If you are happy for these items
to be used in the book could you please tell
me so that I can prove copyright permission.
In the next edition of the Newsletter we will
be sending you more details of the date of
the Exhibition and Reunion day, as well as
information regarding the book.
We do hope that you will enjoy looking
through all of those memories!

Calling all locals who attended The
Shotover School between 1951 and 1972
We are hoping to organise a reunion for
those of you who attended the school when
it was a secondary school during the 50''s,
60's and early 70's, when Mr.Anson was
Headmaster. Next year it will be almost 70
years since the school was founded as a
model County Secondary School that
provided an excellent education for
teenagers through to 14 then 15, and then
16 in the local area. It was the first time that
children over eleven had moved away
from their village schools to a larger school
to extend their opportunities and meet, and
hopefully, make new friends with youngsters
from other local villages and suburbs of
Oxford.
A few of us are working on a publication
relating to those years based on Mr.Anson's
unique log book of the whole 21 years, and
we are going to hold an exhibition and Open
Afternoon in the school hall (now the

Kevin Heritage and Veronica Lancashire

VE Day 2020
Hello everyone. As part of our preparations for the 75th anniversary of VE day in 2020, we
want to try to capture the true essence of 'Wartime Wheatley'!
We are looking for residents to send us their stories of Wheatley, whether their own
experience or that of close family based in the village, to help form visual displays to be
presented during the celebrations next year.
If you have any stories that you would like to share, or to discuss this further with me,
please email michael_booth2@hotmail.co.uk.

Michael Booth

SODC Waste Collections—December 2019 & January 2020
Collection day is Monday unless * (B. Hol)

Which bins and other items?

Dec 2nd & 16th | Jan 13th & 27th

Green, brown, food & oil waste, textiles

Dec 9th & 23rd | w/c 6th Jan* & 20th Jan

Grey, food & oil waste, small electricals
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Key Contacts
Local Governance:
Oxfordshire County Council | 01865 792422 | oxfordshire.gov.uk
County Councillor Tim Bearder | 07789 754727 | tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Alexandrine Kantor | 07581 745221 | alexandrine.kantor@southoxon.gov.uk
South Oxfordshire DC | 01235 422422 | southoxon.gov.uk
Planning Applications | 01235 422600 | planning@southoxon.gov.uk
Wheatley Parish Council | 01865 875615 | clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Local information:
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire | 03444 111 444 | caox.org.uk
Age UK Oxfordshire | 0345 450 1276 | admin@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
The Maple Tree (Children's Centre) | 01865 236700 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk
The Merry Bells Village Hall | 01865 872073 | merrybells.org.uk
Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 | wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Wheatley Park Sports Centre | 01865 872128 | better.org.uk/venues/park
Wheatley Park School | 01865 872441 | wheatleypark.org
Wheatley Primary School | 01865 872366 | wheatley.oxon.sch.uk

Services:
Police non-emergency | 101 | www.thamesvalley.police.uk
To report potholes, fly-tipping, broken paving, vandalism, etc. | fixmystreet.com
OCC Family Information Service | 08452 262636 | fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
OCC Highways | 0845 310 1111 | highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Missed Bin Collection | 03000 610610 | admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
Bulky Household Waste Collection | 01235 422406 | waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
Housing | 01235 422422 | housing@southandvale.gov.uk
GP Surgery, Morland House | 01865 872448 | morland-house.co.uk
NHS Out of Hours Service | 111 | 111.nhs.uk
Gas Emergency | 0800 111 999 | nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies
National Power Cut Helpline | 105 | ssen.co.uk
Burst pipe or leak | 0800 714 614 | thameswater.co.uk
Floodline | 0345 988 1188 | gov.uk/check-flood-risk

Transport:
Oxfordshire Comet | 01865 323201 | oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet
Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to hospital or GP surgery) | 07505 543750
Arriva (280) Bus | 0344 800 4411 | arrivabus.co.uk
Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London) | 01865 785400 | brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk
National Rail Enquiries | 03457 484950 | nationalrail.co.uk
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