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Editor’s Note

Hello and welcome to the February-March edition of the
Wheatley Newsletter.
It’s another jam-packed issue this time out with updates
from so many of the village’s clubs and communities. In
addition to the 2019 Poppy Appeal outcome and the
Fairtrade Wheatley Bakeoff results, there’s updates on the
St. Mary’s Revival project (p29), a celebration of the new
year with new buildings at Wheatley Primary School (p55),
and even a call for performers for The Big Tea in August
(p57).
So sit back, grab a hot chocolate, and enjoy all the reports,
updates and opinions from our busy community.
As always, feedback, comments, and suggestions are
welcome.
Pete Collinson | newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

The Wheatley Newsletter
welcomes
contributions
and adverts from everyone
in the two parishes and
from
businesses
and
organisations
serving
Wheatley and District.
News and reports from
village organisations are
particularly welcome but
contentious
issues
or
articles promoting personal
causes should be avoided.
Submissions should be
made by 12th March for
the next issue.
The Editor reserves the
right not to print items and
to edit items submitted for
publication.
Head to bit.ly/wnl-info for
further details and to
download a booking form.

This a reminder that the 2020 Macmillan Quiz will be taking place on Friday 28th February in
the Merry Bells.
Doors will be open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. There will be tables of 8. Please bring your
own nibbles and drinks. Tickets are £10 per person. Please book in advance by calling Sue
Coombes on 07870 742139 or Helen Cross on 01865 873750.

Sue Coombes
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Disclaimer
The views expressed in the
Newsletter are not necessarily
those of the Parish Council or
the Editor, and no liability can
be accepted for any errors or
omissions, although we will
publish corrections where
necessary.

Chairman’s Column
This year promises to be
one of controversy and
unpredictability for the
local
authorities
in
Oxfordshire as well as for
the country as a whole as
we begin withdrawing
from the EU.
Our national government
has promised to review its
plans for the Oxford to
Cambridge
expressway
which could have such a
profound
effect
on
Wheatley, but at the time
of writing no further
progress
has
been
announced.
At the local level, SODC
who
are
themselves
considering a full merger
with The Vale of the White
Horse Council, are still at
odds with Government
ministers who have taken
control of the Local plan
and are refusing to allow it
to be withdrawn. SODC do
not seem to have a viable
alternative and in midJanuary a letter from the
minister
concerned,
Robert
Jenrick,
is
suggesting
that
responsibility for the SODC
local plan will be given to
Oxfordshire
County
Council, should a way

forward not be found by
the end of the month.
Hopefully, by the time that
this magazine is published,
a sensible solution will
have been found.
Another situation that
may well have become
clearer by the end of
January is the future of
the Brookes Wheatley
Campus as the decision on
the Public enquiry into the
Brookes
planning
application for 500 plus
houses is expected by the
month end. The decision
will
have
enormous
ramifications for Wheatley
and in particular for our
own
Neighbourhood
Development Plan which
is
currently
nearing
completion and which will
be seriously compromised
should the Brookes appeal
be allowed.
There
is
much
to
contemplate over the
coming months but so far
the saying that “The only
constant thing in life is
change” seems to be
holding good.

Meetings & Dates
Parish Council
Merry Bells Hall, 19:30
3rd February
2nd March

Planning Cmte.
Parish Office, 19:30
12th February
11th March

Finance Cmte.
Parish Office, 19:30
17th February

Open Spaces Cmte.
Parish Office, 19:30

16th March

District Councillor
Surgery
Parish office
10:30—11:30
8th February

14th March

Doug Lamont
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Clerk’s Column
At recent parish council meetings
councillors agreed the council’s budget
and a 7.5% increase in the precept
(parish council’s part of council tax). This
equates to an increase of £5.11 per year
or .098p per week for a Band D property.
The precept is our main source of income
and is used to help deliver our Strategic
Plan which has a focus on supporting the
community and to improve the lives of its
residents. Plans for 2020-21 include:
Youth services – working with young
people to create a Youth Council and to
support youth activities
Community Events – organising a
community event on Sat 1st August
Improvements to facilities – increased
budget to manage and to improve play
areas and other facilities
Community Grants – increased grant
funding to support local organisations
and services.

Tree maintenance – Increased budget to
manage council owned trees in line with
its Tree Policy and to support the planting
of native trees on council owned land
We are still receiving complaints of dog
fouling and of dog poo bags being left in
inappropriate places. For the sake of
everyone’s health can all dog owners/
walkers PLEASE, pick up after your dog?
Each time please make sure you take
with you and use bags to collect your dog
mess and deposit it in a suitable bin.
When walking at night take a torch with
you so that you can see where you dog
has been.
On a positive note we hope that you will
be able to benefit from the
improvements made to the patio area on
Farm Close Road. The old gravel has been
removed and replaced creating a more
open feel to the area.

Michelle Legg

Road Closure: Littleworth
Temporary Road Closure at Littleworth, unnamed road running through Littleworth.
A request has been received from Thames Water / Kier Clancy Docwra for a
temporary road closure to apply to a section of unnamed road whilst carriageway
reinstatement works are carried out.
A temporary Notice is being made to implement the temporary closures and will
operate on 18 February 2020 between 09:30 and 15:30.
More info: Tiffany Ellison at Thames Water 02035 779042 or
tiffany.ellison@thameswater.co.uk

The Parish Council office is open to the public on Wednesday and Saturday
mornings, 09:30—11:30.
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Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan Report
changing the [Local] Plan'. The change in
political balance at SODC after May
elections, and its impact on the LP
prompted him. On 07 January 2020 he
warned that his 'freezing' of the LP still
stood, and that he could even instruct
County Council to take over preparing/
revising the Local Plan. He added,
'Decisions on [Ministry] intervention will
also be informed by … the extent to which
authorities are cooperating to put strategic
plans in place, and the potential impact
that not having a [Local] Plan has on
neighbourhood planning'. This is precisely
the WNP predicament. Roy Gordon and I
contacted John Howell MP on 14 January
to ask him to intervene with Mr Jenrick.

16th January 2020
The WNP entered its fifth year on 19
January 2020. Thank you – Everyone !
In May-June 2019 WNP Committee put its
final Draft Plan to Public Consultation.
Wheatley Parish Council submitted it to
SODC on 02 September, which then held
its own Public Consultation up to 18
October. Following this 12 weeks of
Consultation, the Draft WNP & 7
Appendices were handed to Mr Andrew
Ashcroft, our Examiner.
OBU appealed in October through Public
Inquiry under an Inspector. The University
hopes to overturn SODC's rejection in 2018
of its outline proposal for 500 homes on
the Wheatley Campus. Interested Third
Parties (including WNP) were invited to
address the Inquiry.

The Local Plan is currently 'frozen' until
central government has evidence to back a
final decision. The Inspector's report on
the OBU Appeal must go to central
government first, before a decision. The
Examiner's decision on WNP hangs on the
OBU Appeal result and on the Local Plan to
underpin WNP. WNP and SODC have
worked closely for years, aligning both
plans, while daring to go beyond them (e.g.
Enhancement in Wheatley, with its own
integrated sites for affordable homes, plus
Littleworth
improvement,
and
infrastructure to match). If OBU are
permitted 500 homes instead of the 300
SODC proclaimed from June 2016, it would
overwhelm and cancel Wheatley's
Enhancement, village improvements and
up to 100 or so real affordable homes in
the community.

On 19 November, Mr Ashcroft met SODC,
WPC and WNP representatives for two
hours. He had walked the village and
scrutinised the WNP documents. On 20
November he sent 'clarification' questions
about policies, unclear wording and sought
comment on some Public Consultation
responses. Chairman / vice-Chairman
returned the Committee response, 19
December.
Meanwhile on 09 October, Robert Jenrick,
Minister for Housing, had intervened. He
barred SODC from 'any step in adopting or

John Fox
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Building & Supplies
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Building & Supplies
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Building & Supplies / Trades & Maintenance
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Trades & Maintenance
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Trades & Maintenance
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Trades & Maintenance
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Trades & Maintenance
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Trades & Maintenance
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Trades & Maintenance
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Trades & Maintenance

Wheatley Village Produce Association
Words from The VPA
Daylight hours are increasing, which is
helpful as there seems plenty to keep us
busy….
February: There is lots of winter pruning
still to do: wisteria and winter-flowering
shrubs, hopefully before birds start to nest,
and it is a good time to cut back and tidy up
hedges too. On the tidying front, now is the
time to start cutting back ornamental
deciduous grasses and teasing out dead
stuff from evergreen grasses. I’m always
itching to do this after forcing myself to be
‘untidy’ for the sake of wildlife during the
cold weather. Hellebores will also show off
their blooms better with the old leaves
removed if not done already. Seed potatoes
can now be bought for chitting so they are
ready for planting next month. Whether
they need chitting is up to you as it tends to
vary with variety and it probably benefits
‘earlies’ most. As gardeners we are always
planning ahead so join us and hear Antony
Powell talk about Planting for Autumn
Colour on Tuesday 11 February.
March: Still more pruning to do, this time
it’s the turn of buddleia (as short as a foot
above ground – can you kill buddleia?),
roses and any dogwoods or willows grown
for winter stems. If nervous with these last
two, just cut back hard on a third of the
stems and leave the rest. Those with lawns
may be thinking about mowing but keep off
if either wet or frozen – it sounds like a
good excuse! This month Dr Hazel Roberts
will be advising us on Growing Food not
Gluts! on Tuesday 10 March.

All talks are held at 7.30pm at the Merry
Bells, open to anyone, free to members,
£2.50 for non-members. £7 will buy
membership for the whole year for all your
immediate family.
Contact wheatleyVPA@gmail.com.

Geraldine Surman
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The work of the Royal British Legion in
caring for those who have suffered
injury or bereavement in past wars and
conflicts still goes on. The money
collected through the Poppy Appeal is
essential to enable this to happen.
Thanks again to all those who helped,
both collecting and also counting the
money, and to those who gave so
generously. This was my seventeenth
year of organising this event and whilst
happy to carry on for the present, age
will catch us and so anyone who thinks
they might have the time and energy for
what is a three month busy period, from
September to November each year,
should get in touch (don’t all rush at
once!)
If anyone would like a complete
breakdown of the amounts raised,
please
contact
me
on
rogertbell304@gmail.com.

The 2019 Poppy Appeal
£14,348. This was the magnificent final
total raised in the Wheatley and District
area last November by our team of
volunteers, including many members of
the Royal British Legion. This is slightly
down on last year which was the highest
ever for this area. This does not include
the monies raised by our Horspath
colleagues of just under £8,300 much of
which was at Tesco’s on the Oxford
Retail Park. The Appeal should also
benefit from around £150 from Gift Aid.
We had full co-operation this year from
those at Welcome Break Services at Jct 8
on the M40, both members of staff and
also the additional Drive Thru facilities
on the site, and could have done even
better with a few more volunteers. This
is an inevitable factor as age catches up
with long serving helpers and younger
people are so wrapped up in longer
working hours and are not therefore
available.

Roger Bell
Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser
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January seems to have been the month

on

“the

History

of the quiz. The Wheatley Society

coaches from the 1800’s to today”.

contribution to this proliferation was a

Colin Pawson, who refers to himself as

quiz on “Bygone Wheatley” on the

the Tootler, has given well received

28th. The quizmaster, Michael Heaton,

talks to other local societies. He may

challenged members and friends to

well turn up in the uniform of a 19th

recognise photos of the village and

century

answer questions related to its history.

demonstrate the sound of the coach

We thank him for creating such an

horn. As a lot of this history is reflected

enjoyable evening.

within Wheatley it should be of

Road

of

Coach

Horse-drawn

Guard

and

interest to many. The talk will be at the
Merry Bells 2.15 for 2.30. Guests £2. It

Our Annual General Meeting will take

is earlier in the day for members who

place on February 6th at the Merry

prefer not to go out in the darker

Bells 7.45 for 8.00. We encourage all
members

and

those

evenings.

considering

membership to come along. Everyone
will be greeted with a glass of Fair

We are finalising our plan for 2020 so

Trade wine or soft drink as an

look out for further details. This year

appropriate introduction to the guest

there will be more joint activities with

speaker John Guy. John and his

other societies in the village on topics

colleagues

of shared common interest.

are

working

to

make

Wheatley a Fair Trade Village and this
is our opportunity to hear what exactly

Do look out for posters around the

this means and how it can achieved.

village announcing future events. And
do come along.

On March 19th we will take a step back

in time with a talk from Colin Pawson
Mary Hall | Chair
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Wheatley WI
www.wheatleywi.com

followed by a lovely lunch at the
Kings Arms.

Recent Events

We had a memorable evening in
November when Jane Probitts,
the
Oxfordshire
Federation December
saw
us
being
chairman, joined us for our entertained by the folk group
centenary celebrations.
Pandemonium. An evening of
The evening began with an Christmas fun, singing and
enthusiastic
rendering
of laughter, thoroughly enjoyed by
everyone present.
Christmas
Jerusalem, the W.I. anthem.
cake and mince pies added to
After the routine business Jean
the seasonal festivities. Later in
Easden shared her knowledge of
the month 40 members enjoyed
wine with us in an informal but
an excellent Christmas lunch at
interesting wine tasting and
Brookes University restaurant.
accompanying cheeses. This was
followed by a supper of finger
food during which a delicious In February Leanne Bowbrick, a
and
beautifully
decorated member of our craft group, will
celebratory cake was cut. This be running a session on paper
was made by our member Ann craft and card making. March is
Buckingham and iced by her our AGM. Our April meeting is a
granddaughter.
talk with tastings by Shelley van
Loen from Shelley Chocolates.
There will be items for sale and a
The walking group’s last walk of
£2 charge to cover the cost of
the year was from Tiddington to
the tastings.
Chilworth House. This was
Stephanie Brooklyn
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Home & Garden

21

Home & Garden
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Home & Garden

Home & Garden
see these little heralds of spring in a
magical setting. On Sat 22nd & Sun 23rd
Alphabet I Spy: 15 – 23 February
February enjoy a free guided tour at 11am,
Family fun over the February half term.
12.30pm and 2.30pm (normal garden
Spy the whole alphabet in the gardens and entrance fee applies).
win a treat. Suitable for all ages. £2.50 per
child. Children must be accompanied by an DIARY DATE: not forgetting Mums get free
adult for whom the garden entrance fee
garden entrance on Mothering Sunday –
applies.
22 March or The Easter Bunny Hunt 28
March to 21 April.
Snowdrop Season: February
With more than 60 different snowdrop
The gardens are open in aid of the
varieties carpeting the ornamental gardens National Garden Scheme on Sunday 15th
from the end of Jan with the main show in March.
Feb, enjoy a walk around the gardens to

February & March 2020

For more information please visit www.waterperrygardens.co.uk
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Home & Garden
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Home & Garden

Church News
Wheatley Area Churches/Our Lady of Lourdes

St. Mary’s Church

News from WAC

Our Lady of Lourdes

From the Vicar

In January, we often reflect
on Christmas excesses. At
the URC Soup Lunch
recently, a friend said she
was doing Dry January, but
her resolve might dampen
as February approached!
This year, the Veganuary
movement has emerged,
encouraging us to adopt a
locally-sourced plant-based
diet
to
protect
the
environment. It is good to
reflect on what we do and
why we do it.

Our Lady of Lourdes has
become the first parish in
Oxford to receive the Live
Simply
Award
from
CAFOD
for
its
commitment to living
simply, sustainably with
creation, and in solidarity
with the poor.
For
two
years,
parishioners have shared
ideas for a simpler
Christmas, worked on
reducing their carbon
footprint, contributed to
the
Salvation
Army
collection for children in
poverty, the Community
Emergency Foodbank and
the Oxford Night Shelter.
We became a Fairtrade
parish, and published the
Live Simply Book of
Recipes which has sold
nationally
and
internationally - even
Pope Francis has a
personal copy!

You may not know, but it is
true, that St Mary’s church
is open during the day and
you are welcome to drop in
for a look around, or for a
quiet time with your
thoughts. It is good to take
time out every day to find
stillness, and perhaps in the
stillness to encounter God,
and a building like St
Mary’s, which has been a
centre of prayer in the
village for over 150 years,
can be a great place to step
out of the hustle of
everyday life. You will
notice that the building is
quite cold at this time of
year, and that is one reason
why we are raising funds –
a new heating system is
much needed. You will
remember that we held our
‘launch event’ for our
fundraising
drive
last
autumn, with Mrs May in
attendance. So far we have
received monies or pledges
amounting to just over
£200,000, and all from the
village community and our
regular congregation. Thank
you if you have been a part
of this magnificent effort.
There is still a way to go
and at present we are
applying to grant-making
bodies. We will let you

Lent begins on 26 February,
Ash
Wednesday.
Traditionally, Christians gave
up foods made with butter
and eggs; any remaining
would go into pancakes on
Shrove Tuesday for a feast
before a period of fasting
and abstinence.
I don’t suppose many of us
will abstain from good food
and wine over Lent but
perhaps we could engage in
some
other
collective
abstinence? We know how
waste plastic is entering the
global food chain: a cry of
the earth championed by
young people in particular.
Might it be helpful to reflect
anew on how much plastic
we still use? And might we
start by trying to give up
plastic for Lent?

John Guy
26

Church News
Wheatley United Reformed Church
know how things are going
in future issues of the
Newsletter.
Lent begins with Ash
Wednesday
on
26th
February and there will be
services in church at
12noon and at 7.30pm on
that day. Lent, like the
season of Advent before
Christmas, is an opportunity
to
prepare
ourselves
spiritually for our keeping
of the events leading to
Jesus’
crucifixion
and
resurrection. Every Friday in
Lent at 7pm there will be a
service of Compline – a
short, reflective time of
prayer at the end of the
day, and you are very
welcome to attend.
During February and March,
as part of our annual cycle
of prayer at St Mary’s, we
will be praying for all who
live in Beech Road, Bell
Lane,
Biscoe
Court,
Blenheim Lane, Breame Oak
Close,
Church
Road,
Coopers Close, Crown Road,
Cullum Road and Elm Close.
If you live in any of these
roads and have any
particular things that you
would like us to pray for, do
please get in touch.

News from URC
Thank you to all in
Wheatley and beyond
who supported our
weekend celebrating the
completion
of
the
Cogwheel Project. Two
years in the planning, the
weekend
of
11/12
January
was
the
culmination of the vision
to have a meeting place
for
the
wider
community.
Your
support of the coffee
morning, book stall, soup
lunch, afternoon games
and an inspiring evening
concert on Saturday was
truly magnificent. There
were so many generous
donations
to
the
supporting charities.
At 10.00am on Sunday
morning,
Richard
Bainbridge
led
a
meditation
service,
which
included
a
movement prayer led by
the dance chapel group
to celebrate the divine
fire within us that we are
called to kindle and
blaze, to encourage

Revd Nigel Hawkes

others on their spiritual
journey.
The service of dedication
at 3.00pm, led by Revd
Mark Williams, was
attended by the Wessex
Synod Moderator, Clare
Downing and many
others involved with the
project over the previous
two years. This was a
truly inspirational service
and everyone had the
opportunity to reflect
and talk about it at the
afternoon
tea
that
followed.
Information on how to
book
the
Mulberry
Room, Hall or Church can
be
found
at
www.wheatleyurc.org.uk
. Pictures of the weekend
and
podcast
sermons are also on the
website.
Meanwhile we continue
with our usual afternoon
teas on the first Sunday
in the month and coffee
mornings on the first
Thursday. See the Clubs
and Events page for full
details.
Zena Knight
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Church News
Wheatley Community Church
News from WCC
Nations trade threats,
the gap between rich
and
poor
widens,
political divisions split
the country, the future
looks
anything
but
certain – and people long
for something more
meaningful than the
pursuit of wealth and
power.
Am I describing 2020AD,
or 20AD? The truth is
that Jesus arrived into a
world facing its own
versions of exactly these
same challenges – and
into those situations, he
spoke
words
that
changed
the
world
forever. Then, as now,
the words of Jesus
brought certainty in an
uncertain world, comfort
in a hurting world, and
meaning in a world
which can’t seem to
decide
what
really
matters.
Back then, people who
had
never
called
themselves “religious”
found something worth
listening to in the life and
teaching of Jesus. Jesus’s

life and teaching are as relevant today as they ever
were, which is why at WCC we’re going to be
running the Alpha Course, a chance for people who
aren’t regular churchgoers to explore who Jesus is, and
why he offers hope and meaning to lives today.
All are welcome – why not join us? For more
information, or to register interest, head
to wheatleycommunitychurch.org/alpha
wheatleycommunitychurch.org/craft2019
office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org

Al McNicoll | Pastor

Services and Contact
St. Mary the Virgin Church
01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
Holy Communion | Sunday | 08:00
Holy Communion | Wednesday | 12:00
Parish Praise | 1st Sunday in month | 10:00
Sung Eucharist | 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday in month | 10:00
Food Bank Sunday | 4th Sunday in month | 10:00 | Please
bring a donation for the Food Bank
United Reformed Church
01844 215513 | secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk
Holy Communion | 1st & 3rd Sunday in month | 10:00
Food Bank Sunday | 1st Sunday in month| 10:00
Afternoon tea | 1st Sunday in month | 14:30-16:30
Our Lady of Lourdes RC Church
01865 672433 | catholicheadington@gmail.com
Vigil Mass | Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. | Saturday | 18:00
Wheatley Community Church
office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
Wheatley Primary School | Sunday | 10:30

28

Church News
Project so far. But there is a long,
long way to go before the place can
be transformed into a fully flexible
space for use by the whole
community. Any support for the
Project
will
be
enormously
welcomed. (For details about the
Revival Project and the Leap Year
Concert
see
the
website:
revivalatstmarys.org).

‘….and Twenty-Nine Each Leap Year’
Born on 29th February? You’re
missing out on birthdays. Most of us
have one each year. But 2020 is a
year to celebrate. On Saturday 29th
February, The Revival Project at St
Mary’s presents a Leap Year Concert
– with The City of Oxford Silver Band
and a host of Leap Year Songs. Entry
is free with donations towards the
Revival Project. Do come and join us
to celebrate Leap Year.

We are looking to work in
partnership with many groups in the
Community, not least with the
Primary School, the John Watson
School and the Endeavour Academy
in Barton. Last month we hosted the
Oxfordshire C.C. branch of the Lord’s
Taverner’s Table Cricket finals at St
Mary’s. Eight schools from across the
County took part in a hotly contested
competition in the centre of the
nave. It was a memorable occasion.

The Revival Project has reached a
staging post with plans ‘to refurbish
the building to meet the wider needs
of the community’. To date,
£200,000 has been given, pledged or
expected through Gift Aid – a tribute
to the support and generosity of
people in Wheatley. But that is just
one third of the way towards the
target of £600,000. Grateful thanks
to everyone who has supported the

Meanwhile, the architects and
engineers are working hard to
finalise their plans for what will be
an amazing space in the heart of the
community.

The Revival Team
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Family & Pets
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Family & Pets

Family & Pets

Physics and
Science Tuition
A level, IB, GCSE Physics

All sciences to GCSE
Experienced teacher
in Wheatley area
Andrew Cockburn
ascockburn@gmail.com
07394 752160
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Clubs & Events
THE SHOTOVER
SCHOOL 1950 - 1972
70th ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
SAVE THE DATE
SATURDAY 4th JULY
2.00pm -5.00pm
PRIMARY SCHOOL HALL
Wheatley Windmill
Preservation Society
AGM
25th March 2020
19:30
Merry Bells Coffee Room
Open to members and nonmembers

Age UK Oxon
POP UP CINEMA
For over 50’s
1st Tuesday of month
14:00-16:00
Merry Bells Coffee Room
£3.50 per person
Call Rachel Poole for info:
07827 235460

WHEATLEY CARE SCHEME
For transport to hospital,
surgeries etc. NOT to shops!
For all residents of Wheatley,
Littleworth & Holton
TO BOOK, PLEASE PHONE AS
SOON AS YOU HAVE YOUR
APPOINTMENT
07505 543750 Answerphone
Use your Blue Badge if you
have one

HOLTON &
WHEATLEY CRICKET
CLUB
New members, any
ability, always
welcome.
Contact Hugh Kitchin
01865 873305
Royal Osteoporosis Society
Local Group meeting on
Thursday March 19th
From 14:00
St. Michael church at the
Northgate, Cornmarket, Oxford
Paramedic, Barry Handyside, will
talk about ambulance services
and self-care
All welcome

The Wheatley Society
AGM with speaker on
Fairtrade Wheatley

The Wheatley Society
The History of HorseDrawn Coaches—
1800’s to today

Thu 6th February
19:45 for 20:00
Merry Bells

Thu 19th March
14:15 for 14:30
Merry Bells

MACMILLAN QUIZ 2020
Fri 28th February
19:00 for 19:30 start
Merry Bells
£10pp, Tables of 8
Please book in advance:
Sue Coombes 07870 742139
Helen Cross 01865 873750

ST MARY’S CHURCH
March Bazaar
On 7th March 10.00 – 12.00
Children’s Easter themed
craft activity,
Books, Refreshments,
White Elephant, Raffle,
Chocolate Tombola, Craft
Stall etc.

WHEATLEY VILLAGE
PRODUCE ASSOCIATION
Antony Powell:
Planting for Autumn
Colour
Tuesday 11 Feb
19:30 at Merry Bells
REVIVAL at St Mary’s

Leap Year Concert
29th February 7.30pm
Songs by Rossini, G&S,
and many more, followed by
The City of Oxford
Silver Band

FREE ENTRY

Clubs & Events
St MARY’S BELLRINGERS

Christingle Service
At
Candlemas
St Mary’s Church
Sun 2nd February
10am
In support of
The Children’s Society

Choral Evensong
Sun 8th March 6pm
St Mary’s Church
In honour of
Edward King
One-time curate in
Wheatley and Bishop of
Lincoln

Wheatley United
Reformed Church

Wheatley United
Reformed Church

Tea, Cake and a Chat

Coffee mornings

Church Hall, Crown Square

Church Hall, Crown Square

Sun, 2 Feb, 14:30-16:30
Sun, 1 Mar, 14:30-16:30

Thu, 6 Feb, 10:00-12.00
Thu, 5 Mar, 10:00-12.00

All welcome

All welcome

Fairtrade Wheatley
Wine Tasting
Taste some Fairtrade Wines
guided by David Keene
19.30 Wed 19 February
URC Church Hall
Tickets £5
from Wheatley Estates or
email:
fairtradewheatley@gmail.com

WHEATLEY VILLAGE
PRODUCE ASSOCIATION

COFFEE ROOM at the
Merry Bells
10:00-12:00
Tuesday – Friday
Tea/Coffee &
biscuits 50p
FRIENDLY CHAT FOR
ALL COMERS

Sustainable
Wheatley
SWAP SHOP
Sat 18th April
09:30—11:00
Merry Bells

Wheatley Village Archive
History Group
Tuesday, 4th February 8pm
in the Merry Bells
‘Hidden Villages of
Oxfordshire’
a talk by Deborah Hayter
Members - £3, nonmembers - £5

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Open Meeting with
Lunch

Dr Hazel Roberts:
Growing Food not Gluts!
Tuesday 10 March
19:30 at Merry Bells
Wheatley Village Archive
Thursdays 2pm – 5pm,
Room 1 (upstairs)
Merry Bells
“Have you been to find out
about your village?”
Do come soon!
and the last Saturday of
each month
10am – 12 noon

New or experienced
ringers of all ages and
levels needed.
Practice – Fridays at 19:30
Details Peter Bayliss
872250 / 07803 130391

Thursday 20th February
At the New Club
Doors open 11.30

Day by Day
MONDAY
Sharecare Community Club | 09:30-14:00 | 07827 235425 | holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
Baby & Toddler Group | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-11:30 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk

Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group | 10:00-12:00 & 19:00-21:00 | Exc. bank holidays
Beaver Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | Term time 17:30-18:30 | 01865 874997
Brownies | URC Hall | Term time 17:30-19:00
Wheatley Bridge Club | Holton Village Hall | 19:00
Community Choir | URC Hall | Term time 19:30-21:00
Badminton Club | Park Sports Centre | 20:00-22:00 | 07769 827335
Paper Craft | Merry Bells | 10:00-12:00 | Liz.yuille@artlover.com
Hatha Yoga | Merry Bells | 13:00-14:00 | bexwells242@gmail.com
Studio25 Dance Academy | Merry Bells | megan_ah@hotmail.com | 07808 209243
•

Mini Movers | 16:30-17:00 | Age 3½-6

•

Junior Beginners | 17:00-18:00 | Age 7-10

•

Senior Beginners | 18:00-19:00 | Age 11+

TUESDAY
Once Upon a Rhymetime | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11:30
Maple Chefs | Maple Tree Centre | 13:30-14:30 | Age 5 and under
Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-19:00
St Mary’s Guild | URC Hall | 4th in month | 14:15 | New members always welcome
Rugby Club Seniors Training | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com

Wheatley Women’s Institute | Merry Bells | 3rd in month | 19:15 | 01865 558167
Wheatley Singers | URC Hall | 19:15-21:00 | 01865 872250 | All welcome
St Mary’s Church | Open for prayer and reflection 19:30-21:00
Wheatley Village Produce Association | Merry Bells | 2nd in month | 19:30
Fitness Flow Pilates | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | destinyshore@ntlworld.com
Baby Ballerinas (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:00-14:30 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553
Jumping Jellybeans (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:30-15:00 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553

Dance4Fun (kids) | Merry Bells | 16:00-18:00 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome
Age UK Pop Up Cinema | Merry Bells | 1st in month | 14:00-16:00 | 07827 235460 | Over 50’s
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Day by Day
WEDNESDAY
Health Visitor Well Baby Clinic | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-10:30 | Stay for tea to 11:30
Bumps, Babies and Beyond | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-12:00 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk
Buggy Walk | Maple Tree Centre | 12:00-13:00 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk
Oxford Sling Library | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd & 4th in month | 09:30-11:00
Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-17:00
Sharecare Community Club | Holton Village Hall | 09:30-14:00
Late Spring 60+ Bereavement Support Group | URC | 1st & 3rd in month | 14:00-15:30 | 01235 849434

Yoga | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | jonjackielouise@hotmail.co.uk
Pop-up Pilates | Merry Bells | 18:30-20:30 | info@pop-up-pilates.com | 07731 321991
Beginners’ Meditation | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd in month | 18:30-19:30 | RSVP 07962 545160

Cub Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 18:45-20:15 | 01865 874284 | Age 8-10½
Guides & Rangers | URC Hall | Term time 19:00-20:30 | Age 10+ | wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk

Gt. Milton Local History Society | Gt. Milton School | 4th in month | 19:30 | 01844 279567
Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers & Joggers | Park Sports Centre | 19:30-20:30 | 07979 538557
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome
Baby Music Group | URC Hall | 09:30 & 10:35 | Term time only | £2 family | 07505 131123

THURSDAY
Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | 08:50-09:40
Stay & Play | Maple Tree Centre | 09:15-11:30 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk
Coffee morning | URC | 1st in month | 10:00-12:00

Wheatley Walks | Car park behind 6th Form Centre | 10:00-11:00 | 01865 872628 / 873430
Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-17:00
Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | 14:00-17:00
Xstream After-School Club | Wheatley Primary School | 15:15-16:30
Rugby Club Seniors & Jrs | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com

Explorer Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 14-18
Army Cadets | Army Cadet Hut Littleworth Rd. | 19:10-21:10 | Age 12-17
Pilates | Merry Bells | 09:45-10:45 | wrenjenny3@googlemail.com
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome
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Day by Day

FRIDAY
Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-18:00
Inside Outside Stay & Play | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-12:00
Horspath Hub Coffee Morning | 10:30-12:00
Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 10½-14
St. Mary’s Bell Tower Practice | St. Mary’s Church | 19:30-21:00 | 01865 872250
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome
Martial Arts | Primary School Hall | 07395 442732 | cjh_mfschools@outlook.com
•

Mighty Matts | 17:00-17:45 | Age 3-4

•

Mighty Matts | 18:00-18:45 | Age 5-6

•

Junior/Family | 19:00-20:00 | Age 7+

SATURDAY
Saturdads | Maple Tree Centre | 3rd in month | 10:00-12:00 | £2 per family
Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00
Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | 4th in month | 10:00-12:00
Scrabble Club | 1st in month | 19:30 | 01865 872628
Wheatley Minis Football | Holton Rugby Club | 09:00-10:00 | Ages 4-7 | clcole03@gmail.com

SUNDAY
Church services | See page 28
Sunday Afternoon Tea and Cake | URC Crown Square | 1st in month | 14:30-16:30
Wheatley Windmill Open | 2nd in month | May to October
Rugby Club Minis & Jrs | Wheatley Playing Field | 10:00-12:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
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YOUR Wheatley Village Archive
The archive team continue to be
busy with visitors, research and
projects. Have you visited the
archive room to find out about
your part of the village?
Thursday afternoons upstairs in
the Merry Bells, 2pm-5pm with
disabled access kindly provided
through the library and also on
the 25th January and 29th
February, 10am-noon.

period. If you haven’t completed
the trail yet, kindly funded by
the Heritage Lottery Fund and
Wheatley WI, then as the days
lengthen
and,
hopefully,
warmer weather comes, you’ll
have a closer look at many
buildings of interest in the
village.
The Archive History Group have
their next talk on Tuesday, 4th
February in the Merry Bells at
8pm. Deborah Hayter will be
telling us about some ‘Hidden
Villages in Oxfordshire’ Do come
along, whether you’re a
member of the history group or
not. (Members - £3, nonmembers - £5). Our first self
drive outing will be on Monday,
11th May to see the beautiful,
medieval wall paintings in St
Mary the Virgin Church in
Chalgrove. Add the date to your
diary.

All of our calendars have been
sold, thanks to you all, including
the local businesses who
sponsored it and sold copies.
We hope you are enjoying the
‘Then and Now’ photographs on
each page.

The dispensers with leaflets for
the Wheatley Heritage Trail
have needed to be regularly
filled so obviously many of you
have enjoyed reading about the
village and hopefully following
the trail with friends and family
especially over the festive See you soon.

Steph Cox
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along and see us, we would love to
meet you.
You can also help The Maple Tree
continue to be sustainable in one of the
following ways:-

Maple Tree News

Joining our team of volunteers helping
families feel welcome and enriching our
play activities
Offering practical voluntary help or
consultancy, such as with fundraising,
publicity, grant applications and the
upkeep of our building and garden
Helping to manage The Maple Tree by
becoming a Trustee
Taking part in the SODC So Charitable
lottery
Giving regular financial support through
a new Friends of the Maple Tree
scheme for a little as £5 a month

We would like to take this opportunity
to thank the many families who have
supported us throughout 2019
including the 200 lucky dippers at
Wheatley Christmas Street Fayre, the
50 families who came along to our
Christmas crafting event, the 30
families who supported Wheatley
Scouts and ourselves by buying
Christmas Trees, the congregation of St
Bartholomew’s Church who arranged a
collection for us during their Carol
service and the many people who
regularly put their loose change into
one of our many collection tins
scattered around the area.

Don’t forget that you can also arrange
to book the Maple Tree Centre for
children’s birthday parties. We offer
use of most equipment, toys and our
well stocked kitchen and garden area
for a competitive price.

Since April 2019, we have had 359
unique families through our doors,
joining us for universal sessions. 149
Wheatley families have joined us for
Well Baby Clinic, Stay & Play sessions,
first aid courses, cooking sessions and
summer activities.
This is a
tremendous achievement of which we
are very proud. Let’s see if we can beat
that number in 2020. If you are already
a user of The Maple Tree, why not bring
a friend along to a session. If you are
not currently a user, please do come

Our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/
TheMapleTreeWheatley
Provides more information about our
timetable.
Alternatively,
email
hayley@mapletree.org.uk
Hayley Hayle | Maple Tree Co-ordinator
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Wheatley Playing Field Trust
Discussions continue with the clubs and
National Governing Bodies to finalise
these which will give long term security
of use for the clubs to secure funding
opportunities.

News from The Trust

Wheatley Playing Field Trust’s annual
report and accounts for the year
2018/19 are now available on the
Charity Commission website.
https://www.gov.uk/government/
organisations/charity-commission
Click on the link ‘Find a charity’ and
search for the Trust.

Exceptional rainfall over the past few
months has seen flooding on the fields
and has highlighted the known defective
rainwater systems from the pavilions. At
times is it a challenge to prevent the
lower building from flooding.

Income was below expenditure last year
owing to the Trust maintaining increased
field and cricket square maintenance in
the absence of grants awarded to the
Trust the previous year.

For contact and further information on
all fixtures, including bookings:
enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk

www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk

The Trust has sought legal advice with
regards to user agreements for the
school, football and rugby clubs.

Paul Willmott | Chairman

WHEATLEY CARE
VOLUNTEER TEAM MEMBER
Wheatley Care is looking for a third co-ordinator to join their
team of volunteers to help manage booking requests and driver
allocations (on average 30 per month)
If you like speaking to people and are good at scheduling/
planning we’d love to hear from you.
Please call

Kath Lamont—01865 876609
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Jobs & Wanted

DRIVERS WANTED
WHEATLEY VOLUNTEER CARE SCHEME NEEDS VOLUNTEER DRIVERS

Do you have any spare time to transport local residents to
medical appointments?
You will be reimbursed for your petrol cost.
So if you feel you can help us:
Please contact Kath Lamont—01865 876609

SSEN & Thames Water Priority Services
Why sign up for priority services?
At Scottish Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN) and Thames Water, we aim to provide a
reliable service for every individual in our region, 365 days a year. But if something does
go wrong, our priority services teams are on hand to help.
By signing up for our free priority services, you can benefit from extra help in electricity
or water-related emergencies. Our goal is to provide extra peace of mind if you’re of
pensionable age; living with a chronic medical condition or restricted mobility;
experiencing a change in personal circumstances; or raising a family with young children
under the age of five.
No matter your needs, you’ll have access to a dedicated telephone helpline, which you
can call at any time of day. In the unlikely event your water stops flowing or your lights
go out for a long period of time, we’ll give you a call to discuss what’s happened, what
we’re doing to fix it, and any additional support you might need, including an alternative
supply of water or power.
You can also rely on us for proactive support. When we’re planning maintenance to our
power lines or pipes, we’ll give you plenty of notice so that you can make alternative
arrangements. We’ll make sure to communicate in the format that best suits your needs
and, if you want extra reassurance, help you set up a doorstep password so that you
know it’s us if we ever pop by to speak to you.
We’ll keep any details you share with us safe and confidential.
To sign up today, visit:
www.thameswater.co.uk/priorityservices or www.ssen.co.uk/PSR/Thameswater/
Call 0800 0093652 option 3, or email ecs@thameswater.co.uk.

To request registration forms, email priorityforms@thameswater.co.uk
44

45

Jobs & Wanted

46

Other Services

47
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Other Services

Other Services

Does your child need
extra help with
reading, writing or
spelling?
Do they have Dyslexia?
Do they just need a boost in confidence?
•

Qualified Teacher offers Literacy
Support for children in Key Stages
1 and 2.

•

An intensive Synthetic Phonics
course is available for children of
all ages who are having major
problems or who may be dyslexic.

Telephone: Penny Willmott 01865 452057
Email: penny.millmott1@ntlworld.com
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Professional Services

New Year, New Buildings

Wheatley CE Primary School

Wheatley CE Primary School is at a very exciting stage in its development.
This September we were delighted to open our four new Key Stage 2
classrooms and additional group spaces at the back of the school. The
children in Years 3, 4 and 5 settled in quickly and have been enjoying their
new spaces immensely. The views from the large, spacious classrooms are
beautiful, with St Mary's Church spire in picture-perfect view from the Year 5
space.
In January, we also opened our new EYFS unit complete with two large
classrooms, a playground area and bespoke outdoor learning space with oak
all-weather shelter. It is such a great space for our youngest children to learn
in and enjoy both indoor and outdoor opportunities in all weathers. The
classrooms have already had a positive impact on the children and we can't
wait to see how they grow and develop with the classes over the course of
the year.
Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust, together with Oxfordshire County Council
and Thames Ceilings have worked hard to plan and deliver a great space for
the children in our village and are still continuing to make further
improvements to our site and that of our neighbouring school, John Watson.
If you are interested in your child attending the school and would like to take
a look around our new buildings, please do make contact with Heather Flint,
our School Business Manager, on 01865 872366 to make an appointment.
Alternatively, please email us at office.3165@wheatley.oxon.sch.uk. We
would be very pleased to meet you and share our Ofsted rated Good (June
2019) school.
Mrs Gillian Standing and Mrs Anneka Fisher | Co-headteachers
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Coffee Room at the Merry Bells
The year at the Coffee Room
came to a jolly end with two very
successful festive events. We
went to the Kings’ Arms where a
lovely Christmas lunch was
served – excellent food, friendly
service and good company! We
thank everybody at the Kings’
Arms for the warmest of
welcomes and we wish them
luck in the coming year. On the
20th December we held our
customary Christmas Party at the
Merry Bells complete with wine
and a festive raffle, which
included our usual meat draw.
Jason of Crick’s Butcher has been
providing us with a generous

meat draw all year and the
Christmas
draws
were
particularly good. We also need
to thank Wheatley Estates for
helping us handle the money
each week. At our party we
thanked Pat Howard and Anne
Ledwith for all their work in
running the Coffee Room over
the years. They are still active
members but if you have any
queries about the Coffee Room,
which is open to all between
10am-12pm
Tuesday-Friday,
please pop in and speak to Fay
Fox or Shuna/Ian McGregor.
Ian McGregor

VE Day 2020
Hello everyone. As part of our preparations for the 75th anniversary of
VE day in 2020, we want to try to capture the true essence of 'Wartime
Wheatley'!
We are looking for residents to send us their stories of Wheatley,
whether their own experience or that of close family based in the
village, to help form visual displays to be presented during the
celebrations next year.
If you have any stories that you would like to share, or to discuss this
further with me, please email michael_booth2@hotmail.co.uk.
Michael Booth
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The Merry Bells Village Hall
come along with some food and
have a get together. We hope to
have musical entertainment set
up outside The Merry Bells from
the afternoon into early evening
and we’re happy to hear from
anyone who would like to
perform.

50th Anniversary Celebrations
The weekend of Friday 31st July
– Sunday 2nd August will see a
variety of events to celebrate
the fact that it will be 50 years
since the Shotover Estate sold
The Merry Bells to the village to
continue to be used to benefit
all the residents. We have
joined forces with the Parish
Council to put on this weekend
together.

On the Sunday Cream Teas will
be available at a couple of
locations and there will be
children’s entertainment in The
Merry Bells Car Park.

The plan is to have a special
event on the Friday evening,
then on the Saturday the High
Street will be closed from
Holloway Road to Crown Square
so we can have a “Big Picnic”
along there; all are welcome to

Other events and activities are
still being planned so watch this
space and there is scope to do
more if anybody wants to get
involved.
Tim Blightman
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Wheatley Dental Practice | 01865 873314
We are currently accepting new patients at our friendly local dental surgery.
Please phone our receptionists or call in for more details!
Tooth whitening and facial aesthetic treatments available.
Catherine Peers BDS, Emily Painter BDS
Claudia Conde MClinDent(Prostho.)London
Rachel Hyde RDH, Candy Owens RDH, Victoria Lewis RDH
96 Church Road, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ
wheatleydental@gmail.com
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Lifestyle
Janet Lewis 01865 989770
www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/Janet.Lewis
Janet.lewis@travelcounsellors.com
Your own personal travel expert, truly independent, Your money’s
completely safe, We’re global and we are award-winning!
If you want to have a chat about your travel arrangements for 2020 or
beyond, give me a call or send me an email.
Or if you want to put a name to a face, why not come and see me at The Sun
Inn Café + Bar where I will be having a coffee between 09:30 and 11:00
every Friday (except 13th March) between now and the end of March?
I look forward to seeing you!
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Howe Trust Allotment Association
Many of you will have seen that good
progress has been made on the raised
beds. Work is continuing, and we now
have a patio built to provide a space
for turning wheelchairs and a further
patio with pub style table and
benches. We plan to build a barbecue
at one end of the patios, and we await
better weather to finish this and other
pieces of work.
The very successful use of the raised
beds by children from the Mabel
Pritchard School continued through
last year, and we hope they will carry
on this year. One or two of the current
beds are still available, so we welcome
further users, and as demand increases
we can build more of them.

Allotments
email
address
is
wheatleyallotments@yahoo.com or do
get in touch with Allan Hicks (tel 07530
070702) or Malcolm Benson (tel
873843). If you wish to use one of the
raised beds or any of the other plots,
please contact Mr. E Morgan Jones (tel
874413)

Work is under way to clear the orchard
area just below the raised beds. This
was Norman Andrews’ orchard, and its
restoration is the initiative of Michelle
Gregory and Helen Cross. It is intended
to be available for the community to
use.

We wish you all a Happy New Year.
For further information about the
Allotments
please contact
the
secretary, Mr E. Morgan Jones (01865
874413).

In both cases, orchard and raised beds,
we would welcome further help from
volunteers. If you are interested,
please let us know. The Wheatley

Allan Hicks | Chair
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Wheatley Singers
double bass and Ed Price’s violin solo.

Bach’s Christmas Oratorio
Great Milton Singers and Wheatley
Singers in St. Mary’s, Thame

Music like this can transport one into a
different
world,
“O
schönes
Morgenlicht” (“O Beautiful Morning
Light”), much needed by us all in these
fractious times. Kate Billimore and her
Singers and musicians are to be
congratulated on their ambition and
aptitude in putting together this piece.

On Saturday November 16th, the
Great Milton and Wheatley Singers
teamed up with Cumnor Choral Society
to perform Bach’s Christmas Oratorio,
under the accomplished leadership of
Kate Billimore. The massed choirs and
orchestra filled half the nave,
nevertheless leaving room for a
substantial audience who were in for a
treat.

For me and for those in the audience
and choir that I spoke to after the
performance, this was a delightful
evening and a charming prelude to
Advent and Christmas.

The Oratorio is a familiar work, telling
the Christmas story in six sections, the
libretto being in German, or rather
”AltDeutsch”, which meant this
student of German was sometimes
struggling. We were treated to
outstanding solos, including from local
treasure Angela Scott-Smith, the
sublime alto Julia Hollander and the
clarity and assuredness of bass Moray
McConnachie
and
tenor
and
“Evangelist” Peter Willis. Bagatelle
were on top form, with especial note
for the trumpets, oboes d’amore,

The charities being supported were
Helen & Douglas House and the
Florence Nightingale Hospice, both
beacons of one of the big
achievements of 20th century medical
care - enabling the terminally ill to
“live until they die”. And still funded,
of necessity, up to 80% from charitable
donations. On this occasion, the
charitable giving was a pleasure.
Tony Jefferis
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Wheatley Library | 01865 875267
Dates to note:
Wednesday 5th February 10.30-11.30
Author talk: Kate MacFarlane talks about her book “The Secret World of Shlomo
Fine: A colonial requiem”

Kate grew up in Rhodesia and lived in the grounds of a mental hospital where her
father worked as a psychiatrist. This book is a story about an isolated and isolating
experience inside one of the largest lunatic asylums built during British colonial rule
in Africa.
Saturday 22nd February 9.30-12.30
Jigsaw Swap, puzzles of 500 pieces or larger.
Saturday 29th February 9.30-12.30
Book sale of withdrawn library stock
1st March – 11th April
Oxford reads: Bloomin’ Good reads
This is an opportunity to share recommendations to other library users and to have
your reading inspired by the new season.
Tuesday 3rd March 10.00-11.00
Mapletree Children’s centre hosts Rhymetime in the library
All children welcome and must be accompanied by an adult
Saturday 28th March 9.30-12.30
Book sale of withdrawn library stock
Regular Friends of Wheatley Library events:
On-going sale of donated books
Monday craft sessions weekly from 10-12, 2-4pm, and
New: Wednesday evening craft session 7-9pm
Clarinet Players once a month
The Staff and Volunteers of Wheatley Library
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Fairtrade Wheatley
Even the constant rain has not
dampened the Fairtrade flame that is
sweeping through all generations in
the village. At Wheatley Park School,
Sharon Kanu, of Year 11, together
with Food Technology teacher
Georgia Wardlaw, ran an extremely
popular Fairtrade Bakeoff in the runup to Christmas. 18 students from an
original 70 Year 8 and 9s expressing
an interest won a ballot to take part,
and after some fierce competition,
over three rounds, Martha Block and
Claudia
Bernstrom
eventually
emerged as the champion bakers
beating other star bakers Pearl Blaker
and Trinity Jamieson (photo below),
and Lucas Abbesser-Hill and Tomas
Hawkins.

The Fairtrade Bakeoff Teams

Christmas, a full scale Fairtrade Wine
Tasting with bottles from various
retailers, hosted by David Keene, is
to take place at the URC Church on
Wednesday 19 February 19, at
7.30pm.
More warming winter news came
from Cinnamons Restaurant in the
High Street, where the proprietor,
Jahidul Hoque, whose family hails
from Sylhet in Bangladesh, and who
is aware of the harsh conditions
endured by adults and even children
in the tea industry there, on hearing
about the Fairtrade movement,
instantly decided to ditch his
previous tea and coffee suppliers in
favour of Fairtrade ones, thereby
supporting the single Fairtrade
plantation in the region.

Round one Star Bakers, Pearl Blaker and Trinity
Jamieson, with their Fairtrade cake.

Meanwhile after shoppers in the Coop enjoyed a pop-up Fairtrade wine
tasting on the Friday before

Mike Matejtschuk
69

ASDA Wheatley Community Update
Since August 2019, I have taken over from
Angie Young as the community champion
at ASDA Wheatley. I am sure a lot of you
knew Angie and her great work in the
community so will wish her well in her
retirement.

Wheatley Guides who both sang in the
foyer to fund raise for charity.
Part of my role is to support and volunteer
in the local community, so please get in
touch if you know of any good causes or
charities which we may be able to help. The
best method of contacting me would be by
email on community_wheatley@asda.co.uk

Going forwards, I hope to provide an
update for you in each edition. Over the
festive period, we have supported a
number of causes: Wheatley Christmas
Fair; the Not so young Club and; Coffee
Shop in the Merry Bells. I would also like to
thank Wheatley Area Churches and

Finally, we would like to thank all our new
and existing customers for their continued
business and look forward to welcoming
you in store very soon.

Linda Blackmore

SODC Waste Facility Tours
Tours are limited to 15 people per date, and places will be allocated on a “first come, first
serve basis”. With this in mind if you are interested in any of the below dates, please send an
email to waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk with the name of the attendees, contact
numbers for attendees, and an emergency contact. All tours start at 10am.
Viridor Energy Recovery Facility, Ardley (Black Bin)
•
Monday August 24th
•
Tuesday October 6th
•
Wednesday December 2nd
Severn Trent Green Power Anaerobic Digestion Plant, Wallingford (Food Bin)
•
Thursday June 11th
•
Wednesday September 9th
•
Tuesday November 17th

SODC Waste Collections—February & March 2020
Collection day is Monday unless * (B. Hol)

Which bins and other items?

Feb 10th & 24th | Mar 9th & 23rd

Green, brown, food & oil waste, textiles

Feb 3rd & 17th | Mar 2nd, 16th & 30th

Grey, food & oil waste, small electricals
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Key Contacts
Local Governance:
Oxfordshire County Council | 01865 792422 | oxfordshire.gov.uk
County Councillor Tim Bearder | 07789 754727 | tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Alexandrine Kantor | 07581 745221 | alexandrine.kantor@southoxon.gov.uk
South Oxfordshire DC | 01235 422422 | southoxon.gov.uk
Planning Applications | 01235 422600 | planning@southoxon.gov.uk
Wheatley Parish Council | 01865 875615 | clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Local information:
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire | 03444 111 444 | caox.org.uk
Age UK Oxfordshire | 0345 450 1276 | admin@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
The Maple Tree (Children's Centre) | 01865 236700 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk
The Merry Bells Village Hall | 01865 872073 | merrybells.org.uk
Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 | wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Wheatley Park Sports Centre | 01865 872128 | better.org.uk/venues/park
Wheatley Park School | 01865 872441 | wheatleypark.org
Wheatley Primary School | 01865 872366 | wheatley.oxon.sch.uk

Services:
Police non-emergency | 101 | www.thamesvalley.police.uk
To report potholes, fly-tipping, broken paving, vandalism, etc. | fixmystreet.com
OCC Family Information Service | 08452 262636 | fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
OCC Highways | 0845 310 1111 | highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Missed Bin Collection | 03000 610610 | admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
Bulky Household Waste Collection | 01235 422406 | waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
Housing | 01235 422422 | housing@southandvale.gov.uk
GP Surgery, Morland House | 01865 872448 | morland-house.co.uk
NHS Out of Hours Service | 111 | 111.nhs.uk
Gas Emergency | 0800 111 999 | nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies
National Power Cut Helpline | 105 | ssen.co.uk
Burst pipe or leak | 0800 714 614 | thameswater.co.uk
Floodline | 0345 988 1188 | gov.uk/check-flood-risk

Transport:
Oxfordshire Comet | 01865 323201 | oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet
Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to hospital or GP surgery) | 07505 543750
Arriva (280) Bus | 0344 800 4411 | arrivabus.co.uk
Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London) | 01865 785400 | brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk
National Rail Enquiries | 03457 484950 | nationalrail.co.uk
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In its fourth year the 2019 Wheatley Christmas Fair was once again a great community event.
With over 30 stalls of independent small businesses selling their craft and gift items, make
and take activities and Santa’s Grotto in the Merry Bells and seasonal entertainment and
festive foods and drinks, there sure was a lot happening on the night. Once again we were so
lucky with the weather, which contributed to a great turn out by the community.
Founded by the High Street traders, the focus has always been about promoting our local
small businesses and charities, and we will continue this focus as we look to make plans for
the 2020 event.
SAVE THE DATE: FRIDAY 27TH NOVEMBER 2020

We would like give special thanks to:
•

Howe Trust (Wheatley), Wheatley Parish Council, Wheatley Society, and A.W Mobbs
for assistance funding the event.

•

That Event Company for lighting and power solutions.

•

Gorman Surfacing and Oxford Direct Services for traffic management solutions.

•

The Merry Bells Committee for the extra space!
Wheatley Christmas Fair Committee (2019): wheatleyxmasfair@outlook.com
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