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Contributions
Editor’s Note
Hello and welcome to the April-May edition of the Wheatley
Newsletter.
It’s clearly a difficult time for many right now with only the
threat of more to come, so hopefully there’s some
consolation in reading what the village has been getting up
to until now and what events are (provisionally) planned.
On that note, please ensure that you check with event
organisers before attending any of the events listed in this
issue as clearly some may need to be postponed or
cancelled in the interests of welfare and safety.
Even if you’re not out-and-about in the village or looking to
attend events, please spare a thought for those around you
that could use your help, or simply a phone call, while we
follow advice to isolate from the world around us.
As always, feedback, comments, and suggestions are
welcome.

Pete Collinson | newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

The Wheatley Newsletter
welcomes
contributions
and adverts from everyone
in the two parishes and
from
businesses
and
organisations
serving
Wheatley and District.
News and reports from
village organisations are
particularly welcome but
contentious
issues
or
articles promoting personal
causes should be avoided.
Submissions should be
made by 14th May for the
next issue.
The Editor reserves the
right not to print items and
to edit items submitted for
publication.
Head to bit.ly/wnl-info for
further details and to
download a booking form.

This is another big thank you to all who were involved
in the quiz again this year: to the amazing team who
helped to organise it, the local businesses who so generously donated raffle prizes, to
those who sent donations and to those of you who attended and made it such a fun
evening. Together you helped to raise £1,240 for Macmillan Cancer Support.
The date for next year’s quiz is 26th February 2021. We look forward to
seeing you there.
Sue Coombes
WHEATLEY
NEWS
Publisher
Wheatley Parish Council
The Parish Office
The Merry Bells
89 High Street
Wheatley
OX33 1XP
01865 875615

Distributor
This newsletter is kindly
distributed to all addresses in
Wheatley and Holton by a team
of volunteers, organised by
Christine Vernede
(01865) 873335.

clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Disclaimer
The views expressed in the
Newsletter are not necessarily
those of the Parish Council or
the Editor, and no liability can
be accepted for any errors or
omissions, although we will
publish corrections where
necessary.

Chairman’s Column
Many local residents have,
rightly, expressed concern
over the decision by SODC
to
grant
planning
permission for a Gas
synchronous
generating
plant to be built in an area
of green belt land behind
the Wheatley farm Shop,
off London Road. This had
been opposed by the parish
council and together with
our own SODC councillor,
we
made
strong
representations against the
application at the SODC
planning
committee
meeting where the plan
was approved by four votes
to three.
The rationale behind this
and a great many more
strategic
back
up
generating plants that are
being proposed, is to
support the national grid at
peak times and it is claimed
that they will provide a
relatively short term (25
years) support network
whilst new forms of carbon
neutral
power
are
developed.
It is also
claimed that they will be
more efficient than existing
generating plants but by
burning fossil fuel, they are
still adding to the carbon
emissions that we are
desperately
trying
to
reduce.
The concern for us and
many other parishes is that
these applications are from

commercial companies and
given the number of
applications for similar
plants in the wider district,
it is clear that profit rather
than the environment is the
driving force. The planning
permission states that the
area concerned will be
returned to its existing
condition at the end of 25
years but the habitats and
existing local environment
will already have been lost
and I personally doubt that
the land will ever be
properly reinstated or
recover.
This surely makes a
mockery
of
the
Environmental emergency
declared with a great deal
of hype by SODC and to
emphasise the confusion
and inability to apply any
form of strategic thinking, it
is unsurprising that at the
very same time that SODC
were
approving
this
application,
our
own
planning committee was
recommending the refusal
of a second similar
installation to be sited on
the commercial estate
across the London road
behind The Green Plant
Company. Having allowed
the first application it will
now be extremely difficult
for the second application
now to be refused.

Doug Lamont
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Meetings & Dates
Parish Council
Merry Bells Hall, 19:30
6th April
4th May

Planning Cmte.
Parish Office, 19:30
8th April
13th May

Finance Cmte.
Parish Office, 19:30
20th April

Open Spaces Cmte.
Parish Office, 19:30

18th May

District Councillor
Surgery
Parish office
10:30—11:30
11th April

9th May

Clerk’s Column
The joys of spring seem to have been
over
shadowed
by
COVID-19
(Coronavirus), as I write this ‘business-as
-usual’ is our motto but should things
change we will do our utmost keep you
informed. Please do check our website
and village Facebook page for updates.
During these uncertain times community
spirit comes to mind so I ask you all too
please keep an eye on your neighbours
and check that they are ok and have
enough supplies.

As part of our Strategic Plan we
committed to supporting Youth Services.
Unfortunately a funding application to
offer a Youth Club was unsuccessful – we
are looking at ways in which we may still
be able to deliver this in another format
– but on a more positive note, work to
create a Youth Council is progressing
well. Councillors are working closely
with Wheatley Park School to bring this
together for the start of the council year.
Contained further in this edition you will
see details on the planned celebrations
marking the 50th Birthday of the Merry
Bells being bought by the village. As part
of these celebrations we will be
organising a community ‘Big Tea’ event
on Saturday 1st August along the High
St. Everyone will be encouraged get
together and to bring along a picnic or
food. We hope that local businesses will
be involved and that there will be
entertainment throughout the afternoon
and early evening.

It has been a while since I updated you
all on Farm Close Rd Play Area. We are
still awaiting confirmation on our
applications to SODC’s capital grants
programme and Section 106 (developers
contribution). Once we have responses
we will be able to review whether we
have sufficient funds or whether we may
need to use our reserves to deliver the
improvements. Please bear with us in
the short term!

Michelle Legg

PLEASE NOTE:
The St. George’s Funday, planned for 25th April, has been
cancelled due to the recent Coronavirus outbreak.

The Parish Council office is open to the public on Wednesday and Saturday
mornings, 09:30—11:30.
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Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan Report
WNP Examiner Andrew Ashcroft
considered The Plan over three and a
half months, November 2019 –
February, 2020. He walked the NP
Area, met councillors and Committee
members, requested text clarifications
and asked for comment on sample
Public Consultation responses. He also
sought comment on his Draft Final
Examination Report modifications to
Policies and Text. WNP Committee
discussed these at Meeting (30),17
February, 2020. See, EB, WNP
Committee
Minutes,
(www.wheatleyneighbourhoodplan.co.
uk), go to Process, then to Evidence
Bases [EB]).

He emphasised that WNP Committee is
in circumstances beyond its control,
namely the Sec. State's Temporary
Direction of eLP2034, and the lack of a
decision regarding OBU's Appeal against
SODC's refusal of Outline Planning
Permission for 500 homes on STRAT14.
The two have been WNP's 'missing
links' since October 2019. [See a) and b)
below]. Mr Ashcroft had requested to
be informed of any outside changes
which might affect his work.

His Final Report of 28 February
complimented WNP Committee on Plan
quality. However, the lack of a draft
Local Plan [eLP2034] under local control
is a major obstacle. It deprives WNP of
an up-to-date statutory reference point.
The Examiner broadened and levelled
remaining Policies to make them firmer
to meet challenge. He has also
safeguarded any re-development on
Littleworth industrial estate. He
recommends WNP for Referendum,
provided
his
modifications
are
accepted .

b) Nothing more is known to date of
the OBU Appeal result.

a) On 5 March, a week after the
Examiner's Final Report on WNP, SODC
agreed by a large majority to take LP
2034 to Examination by end of 2020,
and to report to Whitehall each month.

On 6 March, JF / RG met John Howell,
constituency MP and national 'Guardian
of Neighbourhood Planning.'
He
reminded us that NP now has full status
in statutory planning, subject to
Referendum.
He is also open to
suggestions for the improvement of
Neighbourhood Planning.

John Fox
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COVID-19 is a respiratory virus spread
through droplets via person to person either
through direct or indirect contact with
infected surfaces.
It is predicted that up to 80% of the
population could become infected, but a large
percentage of cases should be able to manage
their symptoms and self-isolate.
Those classified as ‘at risk’ – elderly or those
with underlying health conditions
(respiratory, cardiac, immune deficiencies)
should take additional precautions and seek
further medical advice promptly if they show
symptoms.

The 111 coronavirus service will tell you if you
need to continue to stay at home (self-isolate)
or if you need medical help.
To avoid catching or spreading coronavirus
Do
•

wash your hands with soap and water
often – do this for at least 20 seconds

•

always wash your hands when you get
home or into work

•

use hand sanitiser gel if soap and
water are not available

•

cover your mouth and nose with a
tissue or your sleeve (not your hands)
when you cough or sneeze

•

put used tissues in the bin straight
away and wash your hands afterwards

•

try to avoid close contact with people
who are unwell

Symptoms
•

a cough

•

a high temperature

•

shortness of breath

Don't

But these symptoms do not necessarily mean
you have the illness. The symptoms are
similar to other illnesses that are much more
common, such as cold and flu.

•

Please monitor any changes or restrictions
that may be imposed. TV channels and Radio
stations will be sharing information. The
parish council will continue to share
information via their website and the village
Facebook page.

What to do if you think you might have
coronavirus
If you think you might have coronavirus or
you've been in close contact with someone
who has it:
•
•
•

touch your eyes, nose or mouth if your
hands are not clean

stay at home and avoid close contact
with other people

Please do check on your friends and
do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or neighbours. Check that they are ok, have
enough medication and supplies.
hospital
use the NHS 111 online coronavirus
service to find out what to do next
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The History File
Suffragist ‘Pilgrims’,
Wheatley, 1913
Emily Davison, Suffrag-ette, died on 8
June 1913, trampled by the King's horse
on Derby Day:
(WSPU; Pankhurst;
purple-white-green sash). Days later,
Suffrag-ist (NUWSS; Fawcett; red-whitegreen sashes) 'Pilgrims' marched across
the UK, in laps or full distance to a Hyde
Park rally. Manchester followed 'Watling
Street' through Oxfordshire. Lady
Rochdale walked from Carlisle. Durham
miners
and
Bangor
quarrymen
applauded at starting points. Horse
caravans joined from Oldham and
Birkenhead, (Ham pulled Sandwich;
Noah pulled
Ark). A horsewoman,
cavalryman's daughter and Suffragist,
joined at Banbury. Men (few, but
openly) marched too. Suffragists spoke
outside Oxford's Lamb and Flag, then
addressed a packed Town Hall. Colleges,
empty in vacation, sheltered some;
volunteers and friends lodged others,
but police banned camping: Suffragettes
had just torched a college boathouse
and revenge threatened. Outside St
John's, after breakfast, the Suffragists
collected for the men forced out of
work. In Headington, they presented a
bouquet to a Women's Vote Petitioner

Dame Millicent Fawcett GBE

of 1866. The column, with banners and
leading cavalrywoman, marched past
Shotover, over Park Hill and down to the
Merry Bells, where a few cutlets and
hard eggs could not feed seventy. The
horse, at least, had a fodder break at the
MB Stable. A vicar's wife (? Albury)
brewed them tea, but Thame was
dangerous. Police, led by a doctor,
defended 'Pilgrims' overnight against
drunken male gangs sawing tent ropes
and crowds ramming caravans. Tuesday
Market morning proved quite different.
Crowds listened to speeches outside The
Spread Eagle. A hundred new 'Friends of
Women's Suffrage' enlisted. On 26 July,
50,000 attended London's Suffragist
'Great Pilgrimage' rally.
John Fox
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Janet Lewis 01865 989770
www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/Janet.Lewis
Janet.lewis@travelcounsellors.com
SOME IMPORTANT TRAVEL ADVICE DURING THE CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK
There are so many notifications, social media posts from ‘Doctors’, fake news,
opinions etc etc, if you are confused about your travel plans, consider the
following first...
1. Have you checked the FCO website to see if there are travel restrictions?
2. If there are no restrictions your booking will travel as normal.
3. If there are, your agent will contact you.
4. Have you checked on the airlines website if your flight is cancelled?
5. If not, your booking will travel as planned until advised otherwise.
6. Is the country you are travelling to affected?
7. No, then you are unaffected and can enjoy your holiday.
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Wheatley Dental Practice | 01865 873314
We are currently accepting new patients at our friendly local dental surgery.
Please phone our receptionists or call in for more details!
Tooth whitening and facial aesthetic treatments available.
Catherine Peers BDS, Emily Painter BDS
Claudia Conde MClinDent(Prostho.)London
Rachel Hyde RDH, Candy Owens RDH, Victoria Lewis RDH
96 Church Road, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ
wheatleydental@gmail.com

Sense-Ability Hypnotherapy & Coaching
& Trauma Rewind Therapy - Closure without Disclosure

Online by Skype, What’s App, FaceTime etc - free hypnotherapy recording
for Wheatley News readers. See website for discounts and services.

www.sense-ability.co.uk - jane@sense-ability.co.uk - 07843 813 883
Facebook senseabilityUK
Contact Jane Pendry , BA Hons (London), PGCE (Cantab), DSFH, HPD; Reg AfSFH, ABNLP, ABH, CNHC, IARTT

13

14

Lifestyle

Come and see us EVERY FRIDAY MORNING

Tea/coffee and home-made cakes: 10:30-12:00 | Post Office: 10:00-13:00
The following activities are now available in the Old Chapel in Horspath Village:
Weekly: Yoga, Pilates, Table Tennis, Line Dancing, Art, and once a month a Film Club, a Wine Club
and a Craft afternoon. The venue is perfect for small parties and celebrations.

CONTACT US: 07591 93396 | horspathhub@gmail.com
Visit www.horspath.org.uk/communityhub for details on how to book, costs, events etc.

Retiring Professional Dressmaker
has pieces of beautiful silks, cottons (some Liberty), wool, satins & linings for
sale, plus beads/buttons/ribbons etc.
Special occasion handmade baby rompers and christening wear with accessories,
some hand smocked, all greatly reduced

07765 173666

Carol@thimbelinaoxford.co.uk
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THE HORSPATH HUB

Wheatley Village Produce Association
Words from The VPA
April should welcome the sight of daffodils
and blossoming trees but this was well
under way at the beginning of March this
year, such has been the strange, wet
winter which continually switched
between warm and cold.
April
Hopefully, most pruning will have been
done last month but it’s worth checking
that climbers such as roses and clematis
are secured to supports if we continue to
suffer the strong winds that were a feature
of recent months. Ponds will benefit from
excess plants and algae growth being
removed. It’s a good time to give sheds a
spring clean and get rid of old chemicals if
there are any still lurking in dark corners.
Grass has continued to grow through the
winter so many gardeners have been
mowing for some time. If your lawn has
been too wet to mow, avoid scalping it by
raising the mower blades. Danger of frost
continues but at least hardy annuals can
now be sown outside now. On a lighter
note, Chris Caddy will be talking to us
about The Lake District on Tuesday 14
April.

flowering next year. Hedges can be clipped
but do watch out for nesting birds. At the
end of the month, summer bedding and
baskets can be planted out but keep a
weather eye out for late frosts… This
month we will learn more about the
Cultivation of Cactus & Succulent Plants on
Tuesday 12 May.
We will be visiting RHS Hyde Hall on
Saturday 11 July. There are a small number
of seats still available on the coach so, if
you are interested please email (see
below) or pop in to one of the Tuesday
talks. Cost for non-members £17.00
including admission, £15 for members.

May
Regular lawn mowing is now likely to be
possible which will please many, I’m sure!
There is nothing so redolent of summer as
the
smell
of
new-mown
grass
accompanied by the sound of a small
aircraft practising aerobatics! Now the
spring bulbs are over, congested clumps
can be divided to encourage better

All talks are held at 7.30pm at the Merry
Bells, open to anyone, free to members,
£2.50 for non-members. £7 will buy
membership for the whole year for all your
immediate family.
Contact wheatleyVPA@gmail.com.

Geraldine Surman
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Familiarity and Reliability
I’m compiling this article, sat in front of a
winter-warming open fire, in one of my
favourite watering holes in the Peak
District. The Rambler in Edale.

Your garden offers a safe, familiar place
for the wildlife that colonises it. Is it a
reliable habitat though? Does our
gardening, maintenance and husbandry
develop or destroy habitats? Without an
eye on the bigger picture about how our
gardens micro habitat fits in with what’s
going on in the wider community, it’s
hard to know.

Surrounded by the familiarity of this longestablished pub, its black and white
imagery on the walls, going back 100+
years. Scenes from locals, scaling the
nearby Kinder Scout mountain, that I can
see out the window. Or images about
their farming life, here in the Hope
Valley.

It may be your garden links up with
what’s happening out there in the local
area, offering a green corridor and
refuge, with which wildlife can move
between locations. It could be your
garden offers something that’s missing.

I can see Kinder, out the window on
turning my head like an Owl, but in front,
out the other window, I can see Mam
Tor, with it remains of the road from
Castleton still viable some angles, even
though it was abandoned in 1979 due to
subsidence. Mam Tor isn’t known locally
as Shivering Hill for nothing, its always on
the move as it just a pile of lose shingle.

Whatever, don’t change things too
quickly, or too often. Your garden’s
wildlife likes familiarity and reliability,
just like me, in my Peak District retreat.
If anything changes here, its not the
same. If anything alters too much in your
garden, what impact does that have?

Comforting are the sounds of the familiar
bar staff and the licensee who has finally
made the place a going concern since
arriving around 2013.

Happy Gardening

Wildlife Gardening Specialist
01865 747243
www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Familiar too are the taps on the bar, or
the reliable food menu. We all have these
bolt holes. Somewhere we know, can rely
on, feel safe in.

Stuart Mabbutt
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Wheatley WI
www.wheatleywi.com

At the first meeting of 2020 we
welcomed Barbara Hately who
gave
a
fascinating
and
informative talk on the history of
nursery rhymes.

In February our meeting took a
different format when we all
tried our hand at card making.

Leanne Bowbrick, one of our
members, was our very patient
teacher. We learnt how to make
wool pom-poms using a fork
which were then transformed
into very colourful flowers. By
attaching these to pre-cut
templates we were able to
create some very pretty cards.
Most members went home with
a card that was good enough to
send to a friend.

We have known these rhymes
since we were small children,
they were probably the first
verses we learnt by heart. Many
of them are far more than simple
verses for children. Some go
back as far as the fourteenth
century and have hidden political
messages.
The origin of many rhymes is
controversial.
Was Humpty
Dumpty a canon that fell from a
castle parapet during the civil
war, or did it refer to a drink
which contained egg and brandy.

March is our Annual Meeting. In
April we are having a talk on
chocolate making, including
tastings. Our May meeting is a
talk by Betty Page on Joyce
Did “Mary Mary Quite Contrary” Grenfell.
refer to Mary Queen of Scots or
Mary Tudor? We will never
Stephanie Brooklyn
know for certain.
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YOUR Wheatley Village Archive
Wheatley Village Archive are proud
to announce the publication and
release of a book about Wheatley.
Called ‘Bygone Wheatley’ it is
written by Michael Heaton on
behalf of YOUR Village Archive.

at Wheatley Library on 29th April
at 10.30 where copies may be
purchased at a discount rate of £10
(full rate then £12) and Michael
will talk about the book. Then
there will be a chance to pick up a
While there have been many copy at the Village May Day
specialist publications over the celebrations on Friday 8th May. So
years, this is the first history do come and see us there or pop
covering all aspects of Wheatley into YOUR Village Archive any
and its village life over 2,000 years. Thursday afternoon (2-5) or the
The book has an introductory last Saturday of each month (10overview of Wheatley’s history, 12).
then takes a walk around the The Village Archive History Group
village followed by chapters on the have an afternoon self-drive trip
railway,
stone
quarrying, planned on Monday, 11th May to
brickmaking, the Windmill and a see the beautiful medieval wall
newly-researched farming history. paintings in St Mary the Virgin
Information has been drawn from Church, Church Lane, Chalgrove,
the extensive archive backed up by OX44 7SD. Do join us there at
the encyclopaedic knowledge of its 2.30pm to see examples of these
volunteers and many others. To rare paintings which once covered
this, Michael has added much new the walls of most churches in the
research
and
his
own country
and
which
were
interpretations from a fresh obliterated in many during the
viewpoint as a relative newcomer Reformation.
to write a fascinating, and very
readable, history of YOUR village.
There will be a launch of the book

Steph Cox
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Church News
St Mary’s Church
From the Vicar
In these very uncertain times,
when we are all in the unusual
situation of having no clear
idea about what the coming
weeks and months may bring,
we fall back on our most basic
human characteristics. For
some, the fear leads to panic
and the most obvious
example of this is the panicbuying that we have seen
recently. All it does is increase
the sense of uncertainty and
fear and so escalates the
seriousness of the situation.
But other responses are also
to be seen which help people
to face the uncertainty with
calmness. We have seen a
growing sense that we must
all look out for each other,
and particularly care for the
most vulnerable members of
our community.
If people are going to be
asked to stay at home, then
we need to find different ways
of keeping in touch. Simple
social interactions are the
glue that binds us together,
and in normal times we
experience this in the casual

Wheatley Area Churche
conversations that we have
when we ‘bump into’ people
as we go about our business.
When we are isolated from
others these interactions
don’t happen, and we can
quickly become cut-off and
prey to loneliness. But we all
have the means to combat
this – our ‘phones. If we
make a real effort to ‘phone
those we know, and perhaps
those we don’t know, just to
ask how they are doing and
whether they need anything,
we can combat some of the
loneliness. As with our casual
conversations in the High
Street, the call doesn’t need
to be long – just knowing that
we are being thought of can
be a real antidote to isolation.
Communities up and down
the country and across the
world are facing a huge
challenge. We are equal to it
and can come through it with
bonds strengthened and
friendships deepened.
For those who may feel
disposed to pray, you may like
to use this prayer:

God of all care and compassion
you take us through deep waters
but never abandon us in the storm;
we walk in the dark
but you never leave us without light.
Be with us in the night of our anxiety
and in the day of our over-confidence
that we may keep faith with each other
as you have kept faith with us in
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

May we all know peace and friendship in these difficult times.

Revd Nigel Hawkes
20

Walk of Witness
Good Friday, 10th April
Some 2000 years ago, the
Jesus of history spent
Thursday evening after the
Last Supper on the
Jerusalem equivalent of
Death Row – except it
would have been rather
less comfortable.
His
dungeon is believed to
have been located beneath
the Palace of Caiaphas, the
Chief Priest – now the site
of the Church of St Peter
Gallicantu (meaning cock’s
crow). It is still possible to
descend into the cave
where, by tradition, Jesus is
believed to have been
imprisoned;
it
is
a
harrowing experience.
The following day, Jesus
was led through the
narrow and bustling streets
of Jerusalem, the Via
Dolorosa (the Way of
Suffering), carrying the
wooden cross upon which
he would be crucified.
On Good Friday, 10 April,
Wheatley Area Churches
will commemorate that
historic event with a silent
walk of witness. It will
begin by gathering in
Crown Square at 10am –

Church News

es

Wheatley United Reformed Church
although
people
are
welcome first to attend a
brief service of Good
Friday, the Stations of the
Cross, at 9.30am in Our
Lady of Lourdes Church,
Crown Road.

At 10am, villagers will
gather around a large and
heavy cross in Crown
Square for a brief reading
from the Passion story, and
a verse from When I survey
the wondrous Cross. In
silent procession, we will
then walk up Mulberry
Drive, along to the Co-op,
and into the village centre
by Costcutters, before
walking, beside the King
and Queen Public House,
to St Mary’s Church. There
will be five stops en-route
where the Passion story
will be continued, and
another verse of the hymn
sung.
If you, with families,
friends, and visitors, would
like to contemplate the
events surrounding that
first Easter, you are
welcome to join us for all
or part of the walk - and for
tea, coffee and Hot Cross
Buns in St Mary’s Church
afterwards.

John Guy

News from URC
Wheatley URC Village
Fete – we are sorry to
have to announce that
this village institution that
has taken place on the
Spring Bank Holiday
Monday for many years,
cannot be held this year.
We are very sorry to have
to disappoint all our
friends in the village and
beyond.

This decision has nothing
to do with the
coronavirus
complications but other
events may be affected
including afternoon teas,
coffee mornings and
Easter celebrations, so we
are unable to give any
further details of dates or
possible cancellations.
Zena Knight

Services and Contact
St. Mary the Virgin Church
01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
Holy Communion | Sunday | 08:00
Holy Communion | Wednesday | 12:00
Parish Praise | 1st Sunday in month | 10:00
Sung Eucharist | 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday in month | 10:00
Food Bank Sunday | 4th Sunday in month | 10:00 | Please
bring a donation for the Food Bank
United Reformed Church
01844 215513 | secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk
Holy Communion | 1st & 3rd Sunday in month | 10:00
Food Bank Sunday | 1st Sunday in month| 10:00
Afternoon tea | 1st Sunday in month | 14:30-16:30
Our Lady of Lourdes RC Church
01865 672433 | catholicheadington@gmail.com
Vigil Mass | Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. | Saturday | 18:00
Wheatley Community Church
office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
Wheatley Primary School | Sunday | 10:30
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25

Trades & Maintenance
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Trades & Maintenance
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Trades & Maintenance
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Trades & Maintenance
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Trades & Maintenance

Trades & Maintenance

Can you spare a few hours
weekly/fortnightly?
Enrych are looking for volunteers in the South Oxfordshire area,
to assist and support our members with physical disabilities
with activities they may struggle to do alone.
Activities such as: Baking, Board Games, Coffee Shop Trips,
Local Garden Centres, Lunches, Playing Pool, Companionship
If you would like more info then please get in touch:
kirsty.carter@enrych.org.uk | 07732 003426
31

Day by Day
MONDAY
Baby & Toddler Group | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-11:30 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk
Dementia Active | Holton Village Hall | 11:30-15:30 | 01869 713913 | Text 07711 891028

Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group | 10:00-12:00 & 19:00-21:00 | Exc. bank holidays
Beaver Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | Term time 17:30-18:30 | 01865 874997
Brownies | URC Hall | Term time 17:30-19:00
Wheatley Bridge Club | Holton Village Hall | 19:00
Community Choir | URC Hall | Term time 19:30-21:00
Badminton Club | Park Sports Centre | 20:00-22:00 | 07769 827335
Paper Craft | Merry Bells | 10:00-12:00 | Liz.yuille@artlover.com
Hatha Yoga | Merry Bells | 13:00-14:00 | bexwells242@gmail.com
Studio25 Dance Academy | Merry Bells | megan_ah@hotmail.com | 07808 209243
•

Mini Movers | 16:30-17:00 | Age 3½-6

•

Junior Beginners | 17:00-18:00 | Age 7-10

•

Senior Beginners | 18:00-19:00 | Age 11+

TUESDAY
Once Upon a Rhymetime | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11:30
Maple Chefs | Maple Tree Centre | 13:30-14:30 | Age 5 and under
Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-19:00
St Mary’s Guild | URC Hall | 4th in month | 14:15 | New members always welcome
Rugby Club Seniors Training | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com

Wheatley Women’s Institute | Merry Bells | 3rd in month | 19:15 | 01865 558167
Wheatley Singers | URC Hall | 19:15-21:00 | 01865 872250 | All welcome
St Mary’s Church | Open for prayer and reflection 19:30-21:00
Wheatley Village Produce Association | Merry Bells | 2nd in month | 19:30
Fitness Flow Pilates | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | destinyshore@ntlworld.com
Baby Ballerinas (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:00-14:30 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553
Jumping Jellybeans (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:30-15:00 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553

Dance4Fun (kids) | Merry Bells | 16:00-18:00 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome
Age UK Pop Up Cinema | Merry Bells | 1st in month | 14:00-16:00 | 07827 235460 | Over 50’s
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WEDNESDAY
Health Visitor Well Baby Clinic | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-10:30 | Stay for tea to 11:30
Dementia Active | Holton Village Hall | 11:30-15:30 | 01869 713913 | Text 07711 891028

Bumps, Babies and Beyond | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-12:00 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk
Buggy Walk | Maple Tree Centre | 12:00-13:00 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk
Oxford Sling Library | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd & 4th in month | 09:30-11:00
Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-17:00
Late Spring 60+ Bereavement Support Group | URC | 1st & 3rd in month | 14:00-15:30 | 01235 849434

Yoga | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | jonjackielouise@hotmail.co.uk
Pop-up Pilates | Merry Bells | 18:30-20:30 | info@pop-up-pilates.com | 07731 321991
Beginners’ Meditation | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd in month | 18:30-19:30 | RSVP 07962 545160

Cub Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 18:45-20:15 | 01865 874284 | Age 8-10½
Guides & Rangers | URC Hall | Term time 19:00-20:30 | Age 10+ | wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk

Gt. Milton Local History Society | Gt. Milton School | 4th in month | 19:30 | 01844 279567
Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers & Joggers | Park Sports Centre | 19:30-20:30 | 07979 538557
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome
Baby Music Group | URC Hall | 09:30 & 10:35 | Term time only | £2 family | 07505 131123

THURSDAY
Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | 08:50-09:40
Stay & Play | Maple Tree Centre | 09:15-11:30 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk
Memory Café | URC | 1st in month | 10:00-12:00 | 01865 874003 / 01844 698267

Wheatley Walks | Car park behind 6th Form Centre | 10:00-11:00 | 01865 872628 / 873430
Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-17:00
Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | 14:00-17:00
Xstream After-School Club | Wheatley Primary School | 15:15-16:30
Rugby Club Seniors & Jrs | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com

Explorer Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 14-18
Army Cadets | Army Cadet Hut Littleworth Rd. | 19:10-21:10 | Age 12-17
Pilates | Merry Bells | 09:45-10:45 | wrenjenny3@googlemail.com
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome
33

Day by Day

FRIDAY
Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-18:00
Inside Outside Stay & Play | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-12:00
Horspath Hub Coffee Morning | 10:30-12:00
Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 10½-14
St. Mary’s Bell Tower Practice | St. Mary’s Church | 19:30-21:00 | 01865 872250
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome
Martial Arts | Primary School Hall | 07395 442732 | cjh_mfschools@outlook.com
•

Mighty Matts | 17:00-17:45 | Age 3-4

•

Mighty Matts | 18:00-18:45 | Age 5-6

•

Junior/Family | 19:00-20:00 | Age 7+

SATURDAY
Saturdads | Maple Tree Centre | 3rd in month | 10:00-12:00 | £2 per family
Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00
Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | Last in month | 10:00-12:00
Scrabble Club | 1st in month | 19:30 | 01865 872628
Wheatley Minis Football | Holton Rugby Club | 09:00-10:00 | Ages 4-7 | clcole03@gmail.com

SUNDAY
Church services | See page 21
Sunday Afternoon Tea and Cake | URC Crown Square | 1st in month | 14:30-16:30
Wheatley Windmill Open | 2nd in month | May to October
Rugby Club Minis & Jrs | Wheatley Playing Field | 10:00-12:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
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based on the needs for or palliative
care have been offered – but after the
hugely successful Table Cricket
Competition in January, the principals
of several Special Needs Schools have
expressed a strong interest in forming
partnerships with St Mary’s.

Making Friends and Partnerships
A string of recent events on behalf of
the Revival Project included a
wonderful Leap Year Concert, which
featured the City of Oxford Silver Band
and glorious soloists. And if we are not
in lock down on the 9th May, a VE day
celebration Ceilidh will be led by the
local ‘Mouse and Trousers’ band.
But beyond the business of raising
funds for the Revival Project, meeting
architects and discussing the plans to
refurbish St Mary’s, other vital
questions have been raised.
The Project intends to make St Mary’s
‘a more welcoming place to meet the
needs of the whole community’.
Music, art and drama groups long to
enjoy a more flexible space in which to
work. And, well before fund raising
started,
Leap
Discover
was
commissioned to survey the needs of
the village. A forty-page report
highlighting the major issues. Top of
the list came loneliness and disability.
Since then, a range of ‘Letters of
Intent’ have been written by people
who are moved to deal with some of
these problems.

If these partnerships are successful,
they will be of enormous benefit to
the whole community. They will also
require assistance from volunteers,
within and beyond the congregation.
It will be a long haul and the
challenges will be many and varied.
But backed by the enthusiasm of so
many organisations who have
expressed an interest in working
alongside St Mary’s, there is every
chance of becoming an even more
vibrant force for good throughout the
village.

Mindfulness sessions and workshops
The Revival Team
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Clubs & Events
ANNUAL
PARISH
MEETING
Thu 14th May
19:00 start
Merry Bells
All welcome

WHEATLEY CARE SCHEME
For transport to hospital,
surgeries etc. NOT to shops!
For all residents of
Wheatley, Littleworth &
Holton
TO BOOK, PLEASE PHONE
AS SOON AS YOU HAVE
YOUR APPOINTMENT
07505 543750
Answerphone
Use your Blue Badge if you
have one

THE MERRY BELLS
Wheatley Village
Archive
BYGONE WHEATLEY
Launch and talk by
Michael Heaton
29th April 10:30am
Wheatley Library

Age UK Oxon
POP UP CINEMA
For over 50’s
1st Tuesday of month
14:00-16:00
Merry Bells Coffee
Room
£3.50 per person
Call Rachel Poole for
info: 07827 235460

AGM
Thu 7th May 2020
Merry Bells Coffee
Room
High Street
At 19:00
THE SHOTOVER
SCHOOL 1950 - 1972
70th ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
SAVE THE DATE
SATURDAY 4th JULY
2.00pm -5.00pm
PRIMARY SCHOOL
HALL

MEMORY CAFÉ
WHEATLEY
1st THURSDAY EACH MONTH
10.00am to 12noon
Welcoming people living with
dementia
Wheatley URC
Crown Square, Wheatley
01865 874003 or
01844 698267

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Open Meeting with
Lunch
Thu 16th April
At the New Club
Doors open 11.30
Talk by Michael
Heaton
‘Wheatley Heritage
Trail’

WHEATLEY VILLAGE
PRODUCE
ASSOCIATION
Chris Caddy:
The Lake District

Tuesday 14th April
19:30 at Merry Bells

Clubs & Events
Wheatley Scouts
EASTER EGG BINGO
Friday 3rd April 18:00
Merry Bells, Wheatley
Refreshments and
Raffle
All Welcome!

Wheatley Area
Churches

AGM
Sunday 17th May
Merry Bells
Shared lunch 13:00
AGM 13:45

WHEATLEY VILLAGE
PRODUCE
ASSOCIATION
Bill Darbin
John Watmough:
Cultivation of Cactus
and Succulent Plants

Tuesday 12th May
19:30 at Merry Bells

Wheatley Scouts

EASTER CRAFTS AND
EGG HUNT
Friday 10th April
10:00 – 12:00
Wheatley Scout Hut,
Holloway Road
All crafts individually
priced

The Wheatley Singers &
Great Milton Singers
directed by Kate Billimore

A Spring Concert to
lift your spirits
Sat April 25th
18:00
St Mary’s Church
Entry free, donations only
Proceeds to Maggie’s
Centre

COFFEE ROOM at
the Merry Bells
10:00-12:00
Tuesday – Friday
Tea/Coffee &
biscuits 50p
FRIENDLY CHAT
FOR ALL COMERS

Sustainable
Wheatley
SWAP SHOP
CANCELLED
Sat 18th April
09:30—11:00
Merry Bells
Wheatley Village
Archive
Thursdays 2pm – 5pm,
Room 1 (upstairs)
Merry Bells
“Have you been to find
out about your village?”
Do come soon!
and the last Saturday of
each month
10am – 12 noon

St MARY’S
BELLRINGERS
New or experienced
ringers of all ages and
levels needed.
Practice – Fridays at
19:30
Details Peter Bayliss
872250 / 07803 130391
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The Big Easter Bunny Hunt 28 Mar – 21 Apr
Join the Big Easter Bunny Hunt around the
ornamental gardens. Find the bunnies and
claim your special Easter prize. £2.50 per
child – children must be accompanied by an
adult for whom the normal garden
entrance fee applies.
Fritillary Season throughout Apr
See the county flower of Oxfordshire in all
its native splendour as it flowers
throughout April in our wildflower meadow
and riverside walk. Normal garden entrance
fee applies.

Cancer Research Walk - Sunday 17th May
Make the most of a spring day out and raise
money for Cancer Research UK with our
sponsored walk around the Waterperry
estate and gardens. For more information
or a sponsorship form contact Jen
Braithwaite on 01844 208073 or email
jenbraithwaite@talktalk.net
Gnometastic 22 – 31 May
Half term fun - Help the gnomes who have
forgotten their names. Find all eight
gnomes to claim your prize. £2.50 per child
(children must be accompanied by an adult
for whom the garden entrance fee applies £8.50 per adult).

For more information please visit www.waterperrygardens.co.uk
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Wheatley Playing Field Trust
Wheatley Parish Council around the
playing field.

News from The Trust

The Trust is keen to see junior cricket start
in the village and will support anyone
wishing to run an All Stars cricket course in
the summer. The course last for 8 weeks of
approximately 1 hour per week for
children from five to eight years of age. If
anyone is interested, more details can be
found on the website:

Congratulations to Wheatley FC on
achieving FA Youth Charter Standard. They
are also to be congratulated on increasing
the number of teams and age groups
playing during the season. It shows that
there is much demand for junior football in
the village. Anyone interested in playing
can contact Wheatley FC through the
Trust’s website.

https://www.ecb.co.uk/play/all-stars
The recent extreme rainfall has meant
delaying essential field maintenance. The
work carried out by the Trust in previous
years has improved the quality of the grass
pitches, including drainage, with the result
that the pitches have stood up well to the
wear and tear of matches despite all the
bad weather.

Netball is again now running Saturday
mornings. If anyone is interested in
playing, please call 07794 849194 or, again,
via the Trust’s contact details below.
Installation of additional floodlights for
netball and other activities on the tarmac
tennis courts area is awaiting better
weather so that the work can be carried
out. Once completed, it is hoped that this
will enable more activities to take place.

The playing fields are for organised sport
only and are not designated recreation
grounds. Unauthorised use during half
term after heavy rain has left the main
football pitch goals and goalmouths
damaged and not fit for use by the local
teams.
Once again, the Trust would like to offer
free use of the tennis courts after Easter to
families in Wheatley and Holton. Please
see the Trust’s website for conditions of
use.
For contact and further information on all
fixtures, including bookings:

One of these activities is Walking Football.
This is usually aimed at the over 50s but
the Trust, with support from SODC Go
Active, would like to make this open to all
adults. It is proposed to start this activity in
May and will commence with a meeting in
the Clubhouse for all those interested in
taking part. The emphasis for walking
football will be both on improving fitness
and meeting socially. Once dates have
been agreed, look out for posters in the
village promoting Walking Football and the
Trust’s website for further details.
The two dying beech trees at the entrance
to the fields have been removed recently
and new trees have been planted by

enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk

Paul Willmott | Chairman
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Fairtrade Wheatley
readers to look for the well-known
logo on Fairtrade goods in retail
outlets cafes and restaurants in the
village, perhaps asking when they
aren’t available. To spread the news
to those visiting our community and
to remind residents, the Steering
Committee
has
commissioned
Fairtrade Village signs for the roads
entering the village. The future is
looking fair.

Yes we can, yes we have!
As many readers will be aware,
Wheatley is now officially a Fairtrade
Village, having achieved the status on
our first attempt, which in itself is a
rarity. A number of events around
Fairtrade Fortnight have been held to
celebrate this success – notably, a sellout Fairtrade wine-tasting in the URC
church hall, examples of Fairtrade
tipples being provided by a number of
local retailers, including Sainsburys,
Tesco, the Co-op and Waitrose, and a
special tasting of Horspath’s Sunnyhill
wine, while Asda provided food. The
URC church also hosted a Sunday
service
highlighting
Fairtrade
principles.
There was a free tea, coffee and
chocolate extravaganza on a windy
Saturday morning outside the Merry
Bells, hosted by what appeared to be
a walking Fairtrade banana, and you
may have been lucky enough to catch
a free chocolate tasting at the Co-op,
where discussion ranged widely about
the respective merits of raspberry and
orange filled bars; I just bought some
of each.
This, however, is just the end of the
beginning. The Fairtrade Steering
Committee is determined not to rest
on its laurels, and would urge all our

So, What Does It Mean?
Wheatley is now officially a Fairtrade
Village, after it made a resolution in
2019 to actively promote Fairtrade to
consumers,
businesses
and
community groups in the area.

As part of the campaign, retailers
have pledged to sell more than four
Fairtrade products and some eateries
now serve Fairtrade tea and coffee.
The campaign was initiated through
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Wheatley Area Churches but quickly
grew in popularity, the youngsters of
Wheatley Park School playing a
particularly important role.
John Guy, who has chaired the
Wheatley Fairtrade Steering Group,
said: “We are delighted that Wheatley
has received Fairtrade recognition at
its first attempt and I particularly
congratulate the Year 8 and 9
students at Wheatley Park School for
their enthusiastic embrace of the
Fairtrade Bake-off Challenge before
Christmas”.
John added: “We have other activities
planned, including a Fairtrade winetasting when we will be tasting
Fairtrade wines donated by local
supermarkets under the guidance of
David Keene, a local connoisseur. We
are also pleased that Sunnyhill
Vineyard in Horspath has donated its
wines for tasting as Wheatley’s locally
-sourced vintners.”
Adam Gardner, Acting Head of
Campaigns
at
the
Fairtrade
Foundation, said: “We are delighted
to welcome Wheatley to the Fairtrade
movement which now boasts more
than 2,000 communities worldwide,
taking practical steps to making a
fairer world trade system a reality.
“Thanks to the support of the public
and campaigners, an increasing

number of farmers in developing
countries are now selling their
products on Fairtrade terms, bringing
them a stable income, and the chance
to trade their way out of poverty.
“Today, more than 1.6 million farmers
and workers across 74 developing
countries
benefit
from
the
international Fairtrade system, but
there is still a long way to go.”
Fairtrade helps small-scale farmers
ensure they earn decent incomes and
have long-term contracts with
companies. In addition, they earn the
Fairtrade Premium, which they invest
in vital business, social and
environmental projects.
The FAIRTRADE Mark independently
certifies
that
products
meet
economic, social and environmental
standards. As such, it is the most
widely recognised ethical mark
worldwide.
For more information about the
FAIRTRADE Mark and how to apply for
Fairtrade
status,
visit
www.fairtrade.org.uk.
Mike Matejtschuk
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Sustainable Wheatley
achieve a rate of 65% by 2025 and 70%
by 2030 for Oxfordshire as a whole.

RECYCLING
In December 2019 the Government
published its latest Resources and
Waste Strategy which sets out how the
UK needs to preserve our increasingly
precious stock of material resources by
minimising waste and promoting
resource efficiency.

As part of the strategy OCC supports a
network of over 65 Community Action
Groups (Sustainable Wheatley being a
member) promoting ‘Love Food, Hate
Waste”, “Swap Shops” and many other
initiatives to encourage residents to
avoid waste.

This is long overdue - UK waste
recycling rates have largely plateaued
since 2013 and the system needs
overhauling. The strategy sets out its
ambition to eliminate avoidable waste
of all kinds by 2050. It outlines the
road to achieve this, which includes
working towards all packaging being
recyclable, reusable or compostable by
2025 and stopping all food waste going
to landfill by 2030.

We have just updated our own
Recycling
Guide
for
Wheatley
Residents which covers help on
kerbside
recycling,
using
the
Swapshop, charity bins in the village
and contact details for local charity
shops, ways of disposing of a number
of specific items, and help on using the
Redbridge Waste Recycling Centre.
It can be downloaded from our website
listed below. Printed copies are
available now in the Library (small
charge of £1 to cover paper and
printing costs).

How is this relevant to Wheatley
residents?
The six Oxfordshire
authorities formed an Environment
Partnership in 2007 and have produced
their updated aspirations relating to
the
household
waste
stream:
“Oxfordshire’s Resources and Waste
Strategy 2018-2023”. Currently SODC
has the highest recycling rate at 63%
but there may be many changes ahead
for the way our waste is collected,
recycled and re-processed in order to

Contact us:
email admin@wheatleycag.org
website www.sustainablewheatley.org
Facebook page @sustainablewheatley
Twitter feed @suswheatley
Jane Cotton
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Thame & Wheatley Ramblers
The Thame & Wheatley group of the
Ramblers has planned an introductory
walk for all those who might like to
join with others to try a short walk. It
will be on Sunday 26th April at 10am,
starting in the Upper High Street car
park, Thame, a leisurely 4 mile walk
followed by complimentary coffee
and cake in Christchurch Hall
(opposite the car park) where there
will also be information about
activities of the Ramblers and walking
locally. Just turn up on the day or if
you would like more details please
phone 01844 213608.

to save footpaths that will be lost if
they’re not added to the definitive
map by 2026, or preserving the
140,0000 miles of public rights of way
in England and Wales. The benefits of
walking, both for mental and physical
health, are well-established so do
come along to enjoy the countryside
and explore the footpaths. If you
can’t make that date, the Thame &
Wheatley group arranges regular
walks of varying lengths and
challenges with starting points from
the Chilterns to the Cotswolds and all
places in between, with longer walks
including a pub or picnic lunch. You
can find out more by visiting the
website www.ramblers-oxon.org.uk.

The media recently has been full of
reports about the activities of the
Ramblers, whether it’s campaigning

Ruth Cornish

Try a Walk with the Ramblers!

VE Day 2020
Hello everyone. As part of our preparations for the 75th anniversary of
VE day in 2020, we want to try to capture the true essence of 'Wartime
Wheatley'!
We are looking for residents to send us their stories of Wheatley,
whether their own experience or that of close family based in the
village, to help form visual displays to be presented during the
celebrations next year.
If you have any stories that you would like to share, or to discuss this
further with me, please email michael_booth2@hotmail.co.uk.
Michael Booth
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Oxfordshire Artweeks news from Holton
This year Holton has a quartet of artists for you to visit, alongside two regulars, painter - Christine
Bainbridge, and stained glass - Jackie Birchall, will be silversmith - Liz Dee and woodworker - Paul
McKenzie. All four will be open from Saturday 2nd – Sunday 10th May inclusive, and have
arranged a special celebration of the 75th anniversary of VE Day on Friday 8th May …watch out for
the Art Ration Book, your chance to win £50 of vouchers to spend with one of them.
All are open 11am – 6pm daily
Venue 13 6 Buryhook corner, OX33 1PT
Paul’s items, be it a small jewel box or a larger more complex item such as a light or piece of
furniture, are handmade using wood and beautiful or quirky materials. Each piece is unique.
Venue 14 & 15 Ambrose Cottage, OX33 1PS
Jackie works mainly with stained glass, but also has a tendency to use anything else she can get
hold of. She will have several random collections of new work for you to enjoy. Liz will be
exhibiting a wide selection of handmade contemporary silver & mixed metal jewellery.
Both will be demonstrating.
Venue 16 3 Barns Close, OX33 1QB
Christine is now using mixed media, with collage and printing inks. This
year her work is inspired by The Hunt in the Forest by Uccello. Christine is
providing her complimentary delicious refreshments.

For more information visit www.artweeks.org Venues 13 -16
call/email Jackie on 07773 623973/jacquelline.birchall@gmail.com
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session at the Maple Tree. Currently we
ask for a £2 voluntary donation which adds
up to about £4,500 a year. We had fifty
responses and have used these as the
basis for making the following changes
from 1st April:

Maple Tree News
Families will be asked to make a donation
of £2.50 if they are able to do so, and to
donate more if they can.

At the time of writing, The Maple Tree are
currently running the regular weekly
programme, but we appreciate that this
may be subject to sudden change. We do
suggest that you check with us that the
session is still going ahead before setting
out. You can find information on our
facebook page listed below, by subscribing
to our Mail Chimp service (email
info@mapletree.org.uk to register), by
emailing hayley@mapletree.org.uk or by
checking our brand new website
www.mapletree.org.uk.

Visitors to the centre who are being paid
to look after the children that they bring
will be asked to pay £2 for each child.
We would like to be clear that no family
will be excluded or stigmatised for not
paying. We do have the facility for card
payments and also for payment by
standing order, please ask for more
information.
It is anticipated that this increase will raise
an additional £1,000 per year.

We would like to reassure our users that
we are taking this situation very seriously
and are following all relevant advice from
Public Health, NHS and the Government.
Cleaning is taking place on a very regular
basis, including the sterilisation of all cups
after every session, and regularly wiping
down doors and hard surfaces. We do
respectfully request that you DO NOT
come to the Maple Tree if either you or
your child is showing any signs of illness.

Don’t forget that you can also arrange to
book the Maple Tree Centre for children’s
birthday parties. We offer use of most
equipment, toys and our well stocked
kitchen and garden area for a competitive
price.
Our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/
TheMapleTreeWheatley
provides more information about our
timetable. Alternatively, email
hayley@mapletree.org.uk

Session donations
As we need to raise £60,000 this year to
run the Maple Tree, the trustees and staff
have been looking hard at how to achieve
this. In January we posted a survey asking
for views about the level of donation that
we ask you to make when you come to a

Hayley Hayle | Maple Tree Co-ordinator
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The Oxfordshire Museum
Easter Holiday Activities
Tues 7 April:
10.30-11am TOM TOTS fun for under-fives, free.
2-4pm E.T take home: make a model alien and flying saucer £2 per child
Wed 8 April:
10.30-11.30am Earth from the air – Discover how archaeologists use air photography to
uncover secrets from the past. Age 8 + £2 per child.
2-4pm Gallery Gaming – Play some classic 80’s gallery games. Free drop-in
Thurs 9 April:
2-4pm Jump and Jiggle, leggings & lycra, make a giggling puppet £2 per child
Tues 14 April:
10.30-11am TOM TOTS fun for under-fives, free. 2-4pm
2-4pm I just called to say… Learn about telephones through time and make a mobile, £2
per child
Wed 15 April:
10.30-12 noon The Magic of Mosaics Find out about Roman mosaics in Oxfordshire and
make your own. For age 8+ £2 per child
2-4pm Gallery Gaming – Play some classic 80’s gallery games. Free drop-in
Thurs 16 April:
Pop Star spoon puppets – Big hair, shoulder pads and Smash Hits, make a 1980s inspired
spoon puppet, £2 per child
Fri 17 April: Adult drop-in 10.30-12.30
Come and explore the artwork ‘Jungle’ by Terry Frost, then create your own art in paint.
Free
Family History Search:
Are you eager to find out more of your family history, but would like some guidance?
Oxfordshire Family History Society has an advisor, available on the first and third
Wednesday of each month from 1-4pm. Visit the library or phone 01993 814124 to
book a free session.
Lorraine Horne
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With normal life being so disrupted

by Dr Copping and Nollag McGrath.

by the coronavirus pandemic it is

No doubt coronavirus will be on the

difficult to know what to put in this

agenda as will other current issues

newsletter.

and planned future developments for

Plans are

constantly

changing.

the practice.

We can start with our very successful

In May we will be at the May Day

Annual General Meeting on February

Event if it goes ahead and there is a

6th. John Guy gave us an informative

trip

presentation on Wheatley as a Fair

Abingdon the Oxford proposed for

Trade Village – soon we will have

the afternoon of Thursday May 14th

on

Salter’s

Steamer

from

signs up on entry to the village to
that effect.

Look out for posters about these
events nearer the time which will

Currently

planned

are

a

walk

confirm their details.

entitled Wheatley in the 1950s on
Thursday 23rd April. The walk will be

I’ll take this opportunity to remind

led by Michael Heaton and starts

readers that for 46 years the

at 10am from the car park above the

Wheatley Society has provided a

Merry Bells (ordinary footwear is

social, civic and cultural resource

suitable). As usual it will be full of

available to everyone in the village. It

interesting facts and stories.

might be less active over the next
few months but whenever possible it

Also, on Thursday 23rd April there

will return to full force.

will be an update from Morland
House at 2.30pm in the Merry Bells

Mary Hall | Chair
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Jobs & Wanted

Calling all residents of
HOLTON | LITTLEWORTH | WHEATLEY
DRIVERS DESPERATELY NEEDED
WHEATLEY VOLUNTEER CARE SCHEME NEEDS VOLUNTEER DRIVERS

Do you have any spare time to transport local residents to
medical appointments?
You will be reimbursed for your petrol cost.
So if you feel you can help us:
Please contact Kath Lamont—01865 876609

WHEATLEY CARE
VOLUNTEER TEAM MEMBER
Wheatley Care is looking for a third co-ordinator to join their
team of volunteers to help manage booking requests and driver
allocations (on average 30 per month)
If you like speaking to people and are good at scheduling/
planning we’d love to hear from you.
Please call

Kath Lamont—01865 876609

The Maple Tree
Are you looking for a venue for a
child or family friendly activity?
Ask us about our reasonable rental

rates hayley@mapletree.org.uk
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Other Services

Other / Professional Services

Does your child need
extra help with reading,
writing or spelling?
Do they have Dyslexia?
Do they just need a boost in confidence?
•

Qualified Teacher offers Literacy
Support for children in Key Stages
1 and 2.

•

An intensive Synthetic Phonics
course is available for children of
all ages who are having major
problems or who may be dyslexic.

Telephone: Penny Willmott 01865 452057
Email: penny.millmott1@ntlworld.com
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Professional Services

The Merry Bells Village Hall
run this fine building (which was
originally a Temperance Hotel,
considered necessary to counter the
drunks of Wheatley!). If anyone is
interested in joining us, then please
either email info@merrybells.org.uk
or get in touch with any of the
Committee members (whose names
are displayed on the notice board
outside the building) before the
AGM or come along on the day.

50th Anniversary Celebrations
50 years ago, the residents of
Wheatley including some who still
live in the village, agreed to buy The
Merry Bells building and land from
the Shotover Estate on the
understanding it would remain a
village hall to be used for the benefit
of all residents, to be managed by a
committee, drawn from the
community.

As well as the elected members, the
Committee also has representatives
of various user groups and can
additionally co-opt a further 2
members.

The AGM of The Merry Bells
Management Committee will take
place at 7.00pm on Thursday 7th
May in the Coffee Room at The
Merry Bells.

All residents of Wheatley are
entitled to attend and vote at the
AGM and we look forward to seeing
you there.

At the AGM, 5 local residents are
elected on to the Committee. We
will have vacancies and would very
much welcome anybody new who
would like to help us preserve and

Tim Blightman
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ASDA Wheatley Community Update
It’s been an exciting couple of months since
my last update. I have been supporting a
number of outreach activities both in store
and out in the community.

schools in the area taking some recipes
cards, progress charts along with stickers for
children especially to eat more vegetables
and fruit in their diet.

I ran my first store tour with a local scouting
group with 25 scouts, tours are designed for
schools and community groups specifically
for children. As a guideline tours typically
last around 1.5- 2 hours and cover topics
such as healthy eating and food waste, along
with a tour around the store and behind the
scenes.

We have been supportive of Wheatley
applying to become a Fairtrade village, and
donated some cheese and biscuits for their
Fairtrade wine tasting event in February.
Finally, there have been a number of
changes since my last update from the ASDA
Foundation. Please get in touch with me to
discuss how we may be able to support any
groups you are involved with.

This quarter, we have run a successful
healthy food campaign in store and taking
this out to community groups and local

Linda Blackmore

Royal British Legion
Information is being sought for names of Wheatley Residents, both men
and women, who served in the Second World War – 1939 to 1945.
If anyone has names of friends or family members who were in any
branch of the military during the war, then please send details to Mrs
Cynthia Mancey at:
cynthia.mancey@outlook.com

SODC Waste Collections—February & March 2020
Collection day is Monday unless * (B. Hol)

Which bins and other items?

Apr 6th & 20th | May 4th & 18th

Green, brown, food & oil waste, textiles

Apr 13th* & 27th | May 11th & 25th*

Grey, food & oil waste, small electricals
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Key Contacts
Local Governance:
Oxfordshire County Council | 01865 792422 | oxfordshire.gov.uk
County Councillor Tim Bearder | 07789 754727 | tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Alexandrine Kantor | 07581 745221 | alexandrine.kantor@southoxon.gov.uk
South Oxfordshire DC | 01235 422422 | southoxon.gov.uk
Planning Applications | 01235 422600 | planning@southoxon.gov.uk
Wheatley Parish Council | 01865 875615 | clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Local information:
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire | 03444 111 444 | caox.org.uk
Wheatley Post Office | 0845 722 3344 | Open Mon-Fri 09:00-17:30, Sat 09:00-13:00
The Maple Tree (Children's Centre) | 01865 236700 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk
The Merry Bells Village Hall | 01865 872073 | merrybells.org.uk
Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 | wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Wheatley Park Sports Centre | 01865 872128 | better.org.uk/venues/park
Wheatley Park School | 01865 872441 | wheatleypark.org
Wheatley Primary School | 01865 872366 | wheatley.oxon.sch.uk

Services:
Police non-emergency | 101 | www.thamesvalley.police.uk
To report potholes, fly-tipping, broken paving, vandalism, etc. | fixmystreet.com
OCC Family Information Service | 08452 262636 | fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
OCC Highways | 0845 310 1111 | highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Missed Bin Collection | 03000 610610 | admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
Bulky Household Waste Collection | 01235 422406 | waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
Housing | 01235 422422 | housing@southandvale.gov.uk
GP Surgery, Morland House | 01865 872448 | morland-house.co.uk
NHS Out of Hours Service | 111 | 111.nhs.uk
Gas Emergency | 0800 111 999 | nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies
National Power Cut Helpline | 105 | ssen.co.uk
Burst pipe or leak | 0800 714 614 | thameswater.co.uk
Floodline | 0345 988 1188 | gov.uk/check-flood-risk

Transport:
Oxfordshire Comet | 01865 323201 | oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet
Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to hospital or GP surgery) | 07505 543750
Arriva (280) Bus | 0344 800 4411 | arrivabus.co.uk
Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London) | 01865 785400 | brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk
National Rail Enquiries | 03457 484950 | nationalrail.co.uk
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