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Editor’s Note
Hello and welcome to the June-July edition of the Wheatley
Newsletter.
Due to the current lack of social gatherings and events, the
centre noticeboard pages have been temporarily
repurposed into a VE Day feature. Here you can see the
community coming together to celebrate VE Day with
afternoon tea taken in front and rear gardens around the
village. Don’t worry though, the noticeboard will return just
as soon as we have something to post on it!
In the meantime, please assume that all reunions,
swapshops, soirees, performances, coffee mornings and
talks are postponed until further notice. Please keep in
contact with organisers nonetheless to get the latest news
around when these events are planned to go ahead again.
As always, feedback, comments, and suggestions are
welcome.

Pete Collinson | newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

The Wheatley Newsletter
welcomes
contributions
and adverts from everyone
in the two parishes and
from
businesses
and
organisations
serving
Wheatley and District.
News and reports from
village organisations are
particularly welcome but
contentious
issues
or
articles promoting personal
causes should be avoided.
Submissions should be
made by 16th July for the
next issue.
The Editor reserves the
right not to print items and
to edit items submitted for
publication.
Head to bit.ly/wnl-info for
further details and to
download a booking form.

Parish Notice
Although we are spending a large amount of time at home, there has still be a recent spate
of break-ins around the village. Please remain vigilant and report any suspicious behaviour.
If you do leave your house, please make sure you secure all doors and windows.
There is useful information at:

www.thamesvalley.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/residential-burglary
WHEATLEY
NEWS
Publisher
Wheatley Parish Council
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The Merry Bells
89 High Street
Wheatley
OX33 1XP
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of volunteers, organised by
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Disclaimer
The views expressed in the
Newsletter are not necessarily
those of the Parish Council or
the Editor, and no liability can
be accepted for any errors or
omissions, although we will
publish corrections where
necessary.

Chairman’s Column
Since writing this piece for
the last Newsletter, all of
our lives have been turned
upside down by Covid 19
and now, in mid-May, even
though some things are
improving, it seems as if
nothing will ever be quite
the same. What will
become “Normal” in the
future is unpredictable and
whilst we await the
availability of a vaccine
there is no real possibility
of returning to the way
things were.
So to see the way in which
the village has responded
over the past few weeks
has
been
completely
inspiring. Wheatley has
always possessed a great
community spirit but the
way our residents are
continuing to support and
help each other has been
magnificent.
The establishment of the
Wheatley support Group,
organised in conjunction
with the area churches, by
Val Edson, Hilary and Adam
Churchley and Deborah
Bale, not to mention the
forty
or
so
other
volunteers, has been a
huge help in supporting
vulnerable
and
selfisolating parishioners.
Our local retailers and
businesses also deserve
credit for the way they
have responded to the very
difficult trading conditions
and continued to work
extremely hard to ensure
that goods and services
remain available wherever
possible.

If, like myself and my wife,
you have taken the
opportunity to explore
more of the village and
local footpaths during
lockdown exercise breaks,
you cannot have failed to
have been impressed with
the cheerful resolve and
friendly
atmosphere
created by everyone you
meet. The unspoken but
polite way that the social
distancing rules have been
observed has been a real
positive aspect of the
lockdown and I am sure has
contributed to the low rate
of infection locally.
Not to be able to hold
traditional
celebration’s
such as May Day and St
Georges day and other
planned events is very
disappointing but it was
heartening to see the many
small VE day teas that were
held all over the village.
Even at the time you are
reading this, we will still be
in a critical situation and
those of you who know
your history will know the
example of the 1918 Flu
pandemic
that
killed
approx. 5 million people
initially but nearly 50
million worldwide when
restrictions were lifted too
early and a second wave
ensued.
However,
by
maintaining our current
positive approach I am
convinced that this will not
be repeated. I hope that all
of us can continue to stay
safe.

Doug Lamont
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Meetings & Dates
Parish Council
TBC, 19:30
1st June
6th July

Planning Cmte.
TBC, 19:30
10th June
8th July

Finance Cmte.
TBC, 19:30
15th June

Open Spaces Cmte.
TBC, 19:30

20th July

District Councillor
Surgery
Postponed
Alexandrine is always
available via email
(p71), Facebook, post,
or phone.

Clerk’s Column
Wheatley truly is a special place to live
and work and this has been evident over
the past days and weeks as the
community has rallied to support each
other during these challenging times.
At the outset of the COVID-19 lockdown
and self-isolation many of you were
quick to offer support to your friends,
family, and neighbours and over 200
volunteers answered the call to become
a Community Support Volunteer. We
thank each and every one of you!
A special Thank You goes to Hilary, Val,
Deb and Adam for coordinating the
great work of Wheatley Community
Support. If anyone needs assistance (a
friendly
phone
call,
shopping,
prescription collection etc.) please visit
www.wheatleysupportgroup.co.uk

through the many photos that were
posted on Wheatley Village Facebook
page.
The Annual Parish Meeting was another
event that has been cancelled. A
summary that would normally be shared
during this meeting has been included in
this edition on pages 6 & 7.
During the lockdown, the parish council
had to cancel or postpone all of its
planned meetings and has carried out its
function under ‘delegated powers’
following an Extraordinary Meeting in
March. Legislation has since been passed
that allows us to hold ‘virtual’ meetings.
It is likely that the parish council will
hold its first virtual meeting in June. The
community are welcome to join, and
further details will be posted on the
parish council website and on the
noticeboard outside the parish office.

The lockdown may have resulted in the
cancellation of St George’s Day, May Day
and other events but it was great to
share in your VE Day celebrations

Michelle Legg

Councillor Vacancy
We have a vacancy on the parish council, which we hope to fill at our parish council
meeting on 1st June. Anyone interested in joining should contact the parish clerk for an
informal chat by noon on 1st June. Further information on the role of a councillor and
eligibility is available from:
wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/about-wheatley-parish-council/councillors/councillor-eligibility-criteria

The Parish Council office is currently closed to the public until further notice,
but can still be contacted by email, phone, or post
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Housing Development at Oxford Brookes
Many people in Wheatley and Holton will be aware that the Secretary of State for Housing,
communities and Local Government, Robert Jenrick, has allowed the appeal against the refusal of
the planning application for up to 500 houses on the Oxford Brookes University Wheatley Campus.
Both Wheatley and Holton Parish Council have looked carefully at the Secretary of State’s decision
and without any legal grounds for a judicial review we now have to recognise that the
development will go ahead.
Both Councils agree that we need to establish a working relationship with the developers and
ensure that, as far as possible, local issues are taken into consideration. These include, but are not
exclusive to, local infrastructure, connectivity to both Holton and Wheatley, style and type of
housing, community and sporting facilities, provision and protection of open spaces a well as air
quality and the environmental impact of the development.
500 new houses is a large addition for both Holton and Wheatley and we believe that it is hugely
important that people living in the new homes are able to integrate into the existing community
and become part of both villages rather than being left isolated and excluded.
One of the major
considerations in the
decision to allow the
development to go
ahead
was
the
situation surrounding
the SODC emerging
Local Plan 2034. As a
consequence of the
current proposed local
plan not having been
progressed, the district
council’s reliance on
the local plan 2012 was unsound because the local plan 2012 was found by the Appeal Inspector,
to be out of date.
This situation has had a significant effect upon the Wheatley Neighbourhood plan which has had to
be modified with the temporary removal of the Village Enhancement Proposals which requested
some land on the London Road to be removed from the green belt. However, the good news is that
the plan, without the enhancements, has been approved by the planning inspector and SODC and
therefore has legal standing when new planning applications are considered. The only hurdle left is
the formal referendum which for current obvious reasons has had to be delayed until next year.
The parish council and the Neighbourhood Plan committee have decided that once the Emerging
Local Plan has been adopted then we will revise the Neighbourhood Plan to reinstate the Village
enhancement proposals.

Doug Lamont
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Oxfordshire businesses urged to
submit grant requests

Oxfordshire businesses warned to
protect against COVID-19 scams

Businesses across Oxfordshire that are
yet to submit their details for grant
support in response to COVID-19 should
do so as soon as possible, including those
who already receive 100 per cent rate
relief.
The Oxfordshire councils have confirmed
that businesses which receive 100 per
cent rate relief, who therefore do not pay
any rates, may still be eligible for this
grant and should continue to submit their
details if they need financial assistance.
For more information and to confirm
your eligibility for a Business Grant please
go to:

Malicious email attachments, false
government grant phone calls and CEO
impersonation scams are among a raft of
scams undermining businesses as a result
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Oxfordshire County Council is supporting
Businesses Against Scams – an initiative
from National Trading Standards; with a
free online training tool to protect
businesses, employees and customers
from costly scams.
The initiative provides free tools for
businesses to help upskill and train their
workforce, through free online training
modules that will help staff identify and
prevent potential scams. Businesses can
take the training and sign up at:

South Oxfordshire
southoxon.gov.uk/businessrates

www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/BAS

Please note, if you are self-employed and
in urgent need of financial assistance the
Government has advised that you should
apply for Universal Credit and Council Tax
Reduction. This will provide you with
support until a grant for the selfemployed becomes available in June.

If a business believes they have been the
victim of a scam they must contact their
bank immediately and report any
suspicious activity to Action Fraud
www.actionfraud.police.uk or by calling
0300 123 2040.
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The History File
What Number are You?
Harris's, the Draper-Grocer on High
St, sold everything and pulled teeth*.
In 1927, Widow Harris asked
Wheatley UDC to number village
houses, her third request since 1924.
Shop deliveries were threatened. In
1918, Lloyd George had promised
many homes '… fit for heroes', and
around 150 returned to Wheatley. In
1924, despite a protest petition from
ratepayers at a penny increase,
Wheatley built its first council homes
(4) on Church Rd. A London Rd
bypass opened in 1926 across
Ambrose Farm and Wheatley built
50 'council cottages' along it in 1927.
Housing expanded everywhere, and
inhabitants were easier located by
number than by house-name –
Dunroamin
or
Parknasilla.
Wellington's 'Number 1 London' was
famous, and even Prime Ministers
had upgraded 10 Downing Street
from 5 Downing Terrace. An 1882
Act had reformed town (not village)
numbering: odd numbers rose along
the left as a road left the town, and
evens along the right. Wheatley High

Harris’s Draper-Grocer
Credit: Wheatley Village Archive

St adopted one version of this and
London Rd another version in 1927,
from Park Hill eastwards. In town, a
new cul-de-sac [The Avenue] would
have numbered clockwise, but The
Avenue is distinguished by more than
its limes. Odds (1-29) along the east,
begin after 120 London Rd, one of
four half-facing into The Avenue.
Evens (2-26) opposite, begin after No
118 London Rd, one of two more
similarly half-facing. A footpath
separates 26 from 29. The Avenue
also kept its 'No.13'. Mill Green
developers (2017) squeezed out both
its '13's.
*[Wheatley Calendar 2020,
September] 251.
John Fox
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Other Services

Other / Professional Services

Does your child need
extra help with reading,
writing or spelling?
Do they have Dyslexia?
Do they just need a boost in confidence?
•

Qualified Teacher offers Literacy
Support for children in Key Stages
1 and 2.

•

An intensive Synthetic Phonics
course is available for children of
all ages who are having major
problems or who may be dyslexic.

Telephone: Penny Willmott 01865 452057
Email: penny.willmott1@ntlworld.com
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Professional Services

Professional Services

The Merry Bells Village Hall
50th Anniversary Celebrations
Unfortunately, because of the continuing COVID-19 situation and the need
to maintain social distancing for some time to come, it has been decided to
postpone the celebrations planned for the beginning of August until 2021.
For the same reason, the AGM originally planned for 7th May was
postponed and a new date will be decided when the situation becomes
clearer.
We will publicise the new dates as soon as we can.
Tim Blightman
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Goodbye, Friend of Wheatley
Marion Audley-Miller
An invitation to ‘The Merry Bells Coffee
Room’ has appeared in every edition of
this Newsletter since it began. Such a
regular event in Wheatley, it’s hard to
remember a time it did not exist.
The Coffee Room was conceived by
Wheatley resident Marion Audley-Miller,
after seeing a similar initiative on holiday
in Whitstable in 1972. On her return,
Marion raised funds to equip a room at
the Merry Bells and so The Coffee Room
opened its doors on 25th January 1974.
She did not finally hang up her tea towel
for another 40 years.
Sadly, Marion passed away on 26th April
2020 in Iffley Care Home, where she had been living for almost three years.
Marion and her late husband Peter, who ran an antique shop in Oxford, moved to
Wheatley in 1953. They had two children, Grant and Gail.
In the 1960’s Marion joined the local Red Cross Branch and took over the running of
another Wheatley tradition, the ‘Not So Young Club’ ,for almost 50 years. Marion’s
particular forte was baking cakes and organising outings for the members.
Marion was a passionate supporter of local issues, sitting on St Mary’s PCC, the
Merry Bells’ Committee, the John Watson School governing body and joined the
Wheatley WI and British Legion.
Marion regularly asked after The Coffee Room, declaring that she might just pop in
to see how it was coming along; she would have been delighted to see her legacy
continuing to thrive.
Gail Audley-Miller
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Wheatley Wanderers
During the present Covid crisis, many
of us have been discovering new
routes and footpaths through the
village, and some of these new
explorers will be wondering how
such routes get maintained. The
footpaths and byways in and around
the village receive maintenance on
three different levels: The Parish
Council employ outdoor workers
who, amongst other duties, perform routine maintenance such as litter-picking. At
the other end of the scale Oxfordshire County Council have a duty to keep public
footpaths open which they fulfil by clearing the paths, usually at little more than
ground level, once or twice a year. However, things grow quickly in Wheatley, and
very often a path can soon become overgrown or restricted by overhanging
branches and other obstructions. This is where the Wheatley Wanderers come in.
So who are the Wheatley Wanderers?
Well, we are a group of volunteers
that realised the futility of pressing
the authorities to do more and more
with increasingly limited resources.
We also count ourselves lucky to live
in such an attractive environment and
wanted to facilitate (if not, promote)
non-vehicular journeys in and around
our precious village. A further bonus
is that it gets us away from our computer screens and out into the outdoors where
we can stretch muscles which would otherwise be in a state of torpor.
In normal times we meet once a month at the Cornfield Bakery where we make sure
that we have sufficient sustenance before venturing forth. So far, we have spread
wood chippings, cut back undergrowth, removed overhanging branches and tidied
20

Projects Past and Future
up several otherwise neglected nooks
and crannies throughout the village. A
regular task each year is sprucing up the
Memorial Gardens prior to the
Remembrance Parade.
Our next project, however, is on an
altogether different scale. Thanks to the
generosity of a local resident (who
wants to remain anonymous), and
under the guidance of the Ramblers
Association, we will be undertaking
significant improvements to the
footpath that runs from the far end of
Littleworth, into and up from the old
railway cutting, before emerging on Old Road. This will involve the replacement of
the existing rotten steps leading down into the cutting; the construction of a new
raised walkway across the bottom of the cutting; new steps going up the frequently
slippery slope on the opposite side; and the replacement of the wooden steps
descending onto old Road.
Provided that the social distancing rules allow us, we hope to start work on this
project this summer, however, we
are always in need of more
volunteers. If you would like to join
our ‘outdoor gym’ please drop your
details into the Parish Office and they
will be passed on to us. We are an
extremely informal group and
welcome people of all abilities and
aptitudes for as little or as much time
as they want. Come and join us!
Geoff Stephens
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service to families online and by phone.
Temporary closure of the centre is
extremely problematic for us. We derive
about a quarter of our income from
parental donations at sessions, fundraising
activities and lettings charges, all of which
are lost at the present time while our
overheads continue. We have been very
heartened to receive nearly £4000 in
individual donations from an appeal to our
friends and supporters. We would be
delighted to hear from anyone else who
would like to make a one off donation or
sign up to become a ‘Friend of the Maple
Tree’ with a monthly standing order of £5
or more”.
We have launched a fun “3 minute or 3
mile sponsored challenge” on our website
www.mapletree.org.uk
and
would
appreciate as many families as possible
joining us to raise much needed funds.

Maple Tree News
The Maple Tree is currently closed
although we are doing our best to run a
remote programme. Our Facebook page
and website are very active and there are
lots of fabulous ideas to do at home with
your children as well as useful links to
other trusted agencies. You will find
cooking videos, gardening videos and
much more - www.facebook.com/
TheMapleTreeWheatley.
We continue to run interactive Facebook
Live sessions on a Tuesday and Thursday
morning at 11am for storytelling, singing
and ideas for activities for you to do at
home – do join us and request a favourite
song or two.
We are delighted to have formed a
‘lockdown’ partnership with Botley
Bridges, NHS Health Visitors, Oxfordshire
Breastfeeding Support, OXPIP, Motherkind
Café, Donnington Doorstep, Flos in the
Park and Oxford Sling Library and have
created two new virtual baby groups on a
Wednesday morning for babies born since
the 1st March 2020. These groups are
very popular - we already have over 50
new parents subscribed. If you would like
to join us for the 10am session, email
hayley@mapletree.org.uk and we will
send you a zoom invite.
A word from our Treasurer, Amanda
Smith: “In these challenging times we
continue to provide a much needed

Finally, it is with great sadness that we
have said goodbye to our fabulous
Melanie Kinghan. Melanie has been with
us at The Maple Tree for 2 ½ years but has
decided that the time is right to move on
to pastures new. We wish Melanie all the
very best and she has assured us that she
will continue to be a regular visitor. We
will arrange a proper farewell for Melanie
when we eventually open again.
Stay safe!
Our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/
TheMapleTreeWheatley
provides more information about our
timetable. Alternatively, email
hayley@mapletree.org.uk

Hayley Hayle | Maple Tree Co-ordinator
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During this time of Staying at Home, and
now Staying Alert, no doubt many of
you have started to address the long list
of “to do one day” jobs. Apparently, DIY
and Garden Centre stockists have all had
a bonanza time and queues for loo rolls
have been replaced by requests for
bedding plants or even – if it’s not too
late - seeds.

cyclists. No morning rush of children to
school or noisier chatty returns in the
afternoon and the church bells are silent
apart from striking the hours. Many will
appreciate the calm but many also will
welcome the sound of lively children
returning and the peals of the bells
marking significant events will confirm
that we are slowly returning to the
familiar rhythm of daily life – albeit
different from before the virus hit. We
hope this is already happening by the
time this article is read.

It is a very strange time. Though we may
see less of family and friends many of us
now regularly see our neighbours and
have even met new neighbours on
Thursday
evenings
when
we
acknowledge the role of the NHS.
Fortunately, the village is very selfcontained. We still have a butcher,
baker, post office, pharmacy and other
shops and sources of take away food.
Probably we all appreciate the postmen
and women and refuse collectors more
than in the past. Many in the village
have volunteered to be part of a
community support service for those
unable to shop for themselves.

Although currently all our Wheatley
Society
planned
activities
are
indefinitely postponed, we will circulate
a revised programme as soon as we are
free to meet again.

Let us also remind readers that for 46
years the Wheatley Society has provided
a social, civic and cultural resource
available to everyone in the village.
When we are up and running again do
consider coming along and joining us. In
the meanwhile, do take care.

It has also been a quiet time with much
less traffic and many more tentative

Mary Hall | Chair
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Janet Lewis 01865 989770
www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/Janet.Lewis
Janet.lewis@travelcounsellors.com
Understandably, you may be looking a little further into the
future for where your next adventure could be. Whether it’s
a cultural city break, a family fun adventure or simply a
beach break for some much-needed relaxation in the sun.
I can book your perfect tailor-made trip, ensuring that you
will have future travel plans secured and something magical
to look forward to. Providing you with 24/7 support and my
exceptional travel knowledge, I’m here to help turn your travel dreams into
reality. Get in touch to discuss your future travel adventures for later in the
year and into 2021.
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Wheatley Dental Practice | 01865 873314
We are currently accepting new patients at our friendly local dental surgery.
Please phone our receptionists or call in for more details!
Tooth whitening and facial aesthetic treatments available.
Catherine Peers BDS, Emily Painter BDS
Claudia Conde MClinDent(Prostho.)London
Rachel Hyde RDH, Candy Owens RDH, Victoria Lewis RDH
96 Church Road, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ
wheatleydental@gmail.com

Sense-Ability Hypnotherapy & Coaching
& Trauma Rewind Therapy - Closure without Disclosure

Online by Skype, What’s App, FaceTime etc - free hypnotherapy recording
for Wheatley News readers. See website for discounts and services.

www.sense-ability.co.uk - jane@sense-ability.co.uk - 07843 813 883
Facebook senseabilityUK
Contact Jane Pendry , BA Hons (London), PGCE (Cantab), DSFH, HPD; Reg AfSFH, ABNLP, ABH, CNHC, IARTT
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Day by Day
MONDAY
Baby & Toddler Group | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-11:30 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk
Dementia Active | Holton Village Hall | 11:30-15:30 | 01869 713913 | Text 07711 891028

Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group | 10:00-12:00 & 19:00-21:00 | Exc. bank holidays
Beaver Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | Term time 17:30-18:30 | 01865 874997
Brownies | URC Hall | Term time 17:30-19:00

Wheatley Bridge Club | Holton Village Hall | 19:00
Community Choir | URC Hall | Term time 19:30-21:00
Badminton Club | Park Sports Centre | 20:00-22:00 | 07769 827335
Move It or Lose It | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | L.kenworthy@sky.com
Studio25 Dance Academy | Merry Bells | megan_ah@hotmail.com | 07808 209243
•

Mini Movers | 16:30-17:00 | Age 3½-6

•

Junior Beginners | 17:00-18:00 | Age 7-10

•

Senior Beginners | 18:00-19:00 | Age 11+

TUESDAY
Once Upon a Rhymetime | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11:30
Maple Chefs | Maple Tree Centre | 13:30-14:30 | Age 5 and under
Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-19:00
St Mary’s Guild | URC Hall | 4th in month | 14:15 | New members always welcome
Rugby Club Seniors Training | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com

Wheatley Women’s Institute | Merry Bells | 3rd in month | 19:15 | 01865 558167

Wheatley Singers | URC Hall | 19:15-21:00 | 01865 872250 | All welcome
St Mary’s Church | Open for prayer and reflection 19:30-21:00
Wheatley Village Produce Association | Merry Bells | 2nd in month | 19:30
Fitness Flow Pilates | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | destinyshore@ntlworld.com
Baby Ballerinas (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:00-14:30 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553
Jumping Jellybeans (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:30-15:00 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553

Dance4Fun (kids) | Merry Bells | 16:00-18:00 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome
Age UK Pop Up Cinema | Merry Bells | 1st in month | 14:00-16:00 | 07827 235460 | Over 50’s
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WEDNESDAY
Health Visitor Well Baby Clinic | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-10:30 | Stay for tea to 11:30
Dementia Active | Holton Village Hall | 11:30-15:30 | 01869 713913 | Text 07711 891028

Bumps, Babies and Beyond | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-12:00 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk
Buggy Walk | Maple Tree Centre | 12:00-13:00 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk
Oxford Sling Library | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd & 4th in month | 09:30-11:00
Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-17:00
Late Spring 60+ Bereavement Support Group | URC | 1st & 3rd in month | 14:00-15:30 | 01235 849434

Yoga | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | jonjackielouise@hotmail.co.uk
Pop-up Pilates | Merry Bells | 18:30-20:30 | info@pop-up-pilates.com | 07731 321991
Beginners’ Meditation | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd in month | 18:30-19:30 | RSVP 07962 545160

Cub Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 18:45-20:15 | 01865 874284 | Age 8-10½
Guides & Rangers | URC Hall | Term time 19:00-20:30 | Age 10+ | wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk

Gt. Milton Local History Society | Gt. Milton School | 4th in month | 19:30 | 01844 279567
Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers & Joggers | Park Sports Centre | 19:30-20:30 | 07979 538557
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome
Baby Music Group | URC Hall | 09:30 & 10:35 | Term time only | £2 family | 07505 131123

THURSDAY
Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | 08:50-09:40
Stay & Play | Maple Tree Centre | 09:15-11:30 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk
Memory Café | URC | 1st in month | 10:00-12:00 | 01865 874003 / 01844 698267

Wheatley Walks | Car park behind 6th Form Centre | 10:00-11:00 | 01865 872628 / 873430
Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-17:00
Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | 14:00-17:00
Xstream After-School Club | Wheatley Primary School | 15:15-16:30
Rugby Club Seniors & Jrs | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com

Explorer Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 14-18
Army Cadets | Army Cadet Hut Littleworth Rd. | 19:10-21:10 | Age 12-17
Pilates | Merry Bells | 09:45-10:45 | wrenjenny3@googlemail.com
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome
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FRIDAY
Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-18:00
Inside Outside Stay & Play | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-12:00
Horspath Hub Coffee Morning | 10:30-12:00
Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 10½-14
St. Mary’s Bell Tower Practice | St. Mary’s Church | 19:30-21:00 | 01865 872250
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | All welcome
Martial Arts | Primary School Hall | 07395 442732 | cjh_mfschools@outlook.com
•

Mighty Matts | 17:00-17:45 | Age 3-4

•

Mighty Matts | 18:00-18:45 | Age 5-6

•

Junior/Family | 19:00-20:00 | Age 7+

SATURDAY
Saturdads | Maple Tree Centre | 3rd in month | 10:00-12:00 | £2 per family
Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00
Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | Last in month | 10:00-12:00
Scrabble Club | 1st in month | 19:30 | 01865 872628
Wheatley Minis Football | Holton Rugby Club | 09:00-10:00 | Ages 4-7 | clcole03@gmail.com

SUNDAY
Church services | See page 49
Sunday Afternoon Tea and Cake | URC Crown Square | 1st in month | 14:30-16:30
Wheatley Windmill Open | 2nd in month | May to October
Rugby Club Minis & Jrs | Wheatley Playing Field | 10:00-12:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
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YOUR Wheatley Village Archive
The archive team have been busy during the
nation’s lockdown researching the local
newspapers for interesting items connected
with Wheatley and, in response to a request in
the last newsletter, for names of Wheatley
residents who might have been actively
involved in WW2. Over 400 names were found.

An item found in the Oxford Weekly News
from 1926 relates to the Bridge Hotel,
Wheatley, now better known as the Harvester
and Travelodge, near the Asda store. Do check
out
the
archive
website
on
www.wheatleyarchive.org.uk
for
more
information and photos.

The applicants, however, who had been at the
hotel for four years, had great difficulty in
getting the drinks that were required – having
to send out to the Plough for a limited choice.
The other several licensed houses within a mile
and a half were stated to be “not of the same
class” as the Bridge.

In February 1926, an application for a liquor
licence at the Bridge Hotel was made by Mr
Arthur Foster and Mrs Fanny Foster. The hotel
was recommended by the RAC and the Cyclists’
Union. The hotel could accommodate 28
people in in the hotel and the bungalows, and
the application stated that the nearest licenced
premises, at the Plough, lacked the specialist
cycling facilities and sufficient accommodation
making the absence of a licence extremely
inconvenient. The proprietors did not intend to
erect a bar in the hotel, only to serve alcohol to
diners.

One resident, Major Starling, who had been at
the hotel for two years, gave strong evidence
in support of the application as did Andrew
Graham Bell of Rectory Farm. The RAC also
supported the application stating that the
Bridge was “very well conducted”.
The application was however refused and
subsequently the proprietors of the Bridge
filed for bankruptcy at the end of 1926.
Remember the Wheatley’s Heritage Trail
leaflet is an interesting and absorbing hour’s
walk around the village which can be
undertaken whilst socially distancing. The
leaflet can be downloaded from:

However
representations
against
the
application were made by the Princes
Risborough Licensed Victuallers’ Protection
Society which stated that more than half of the
sleeping
accommodation
consisted
of
converted railway coaches – there were only
five bedrooms in the house and that previously
the place had been a tea garden for some 15
years, having been a hotel for only the last four
years, with the recommendations only in place
for the last three.

www.wheatleyarchive.org.uk/
wheatley_heritage_trail.pdf and will be in the
holders again as soon as life returns to
‘normal’. The launch of our book ‘Bygone
Wheatley’ and the visit to Chalgrove will
happen when restrictions allow.

Steph Cox
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Wheatley Celebrates VE Day
Foreword
A Bank Holiday in the middle of Corona Lockdown seemed no more odd than Lockdown
itself. The Queen and Vera Lynn both touch hearts and bunting adds some vivid colours to
spring. We all, especially children, need reassurance as well as a brave face. Street parties
were prohibited under distancing rules, but some I know cut coloured strips from magazines
to make garden bunting flags. Behind the excited 1945 newsreel footage, real VE Day families
knew pain too. Many had lost relatives (at least nine from Wheatley), while other families
had members who would still be fighting in the Far East for months to come.
Ted Molloy was a Wheatley Councillor in the 1970s and a good colleague. He had served in a
Scots infantry regiment and seen the liberation of Bergen-Belsen camp, north Germany. After
demob., he would not open his postal packet of service medals and campaign stars, nor
would he attend November memorial parades. “Had enough” he would tell me. I heard a
post-war National Serviceman put it differently. After serving at Suez (1956) he missed the
medal and Near East clasp. When urged to claim it, he said without a wasted word, “I was
there, which was what mattered. The medal wasn't”.

John Fox
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Trades & Maintenance

Wheatley WI
www.wheatleywi.com
Craft Club, looked to raise £260 for
Hearing Dogs, but in fact raised an
amazing £600, plus Gift Aid. Well done
Carol.

When Wheatley W.I. was formed in
November 1919 the country was just
recovering from a devastating flu
pandemic. Now, one hundred years later,
we are facing a very similar situation. As
we did back then Wheatley W.I. has risen
to the challenge by making laundry bags
for the N.H.S.
A dedicated team of
sewers turned sheets, pillowcases, curtain
lining and fabric of all colours into the
desperately needed bags. Nearly one
hundred were made and these were
distributed to the John Radcliffe and
Churchill hospitals, Bicester, Abingdon
and Witney Community hospitals and our
own local surgery. We are ready and
waiting to hear if any more will be
needed.

Like other groups in the village all our
meetings have been put on hold for the
foreseeable future. However, we have an
interesting and varied programme
arranged and ready to be implemented as
soon as things return to normal. Our
2021 programme is being finalised and
will have something of interest for all our
members whose ages range from 30 –
80+ years.
With a membership
approaching fifty we are a thriving
institute and visitors are always given a
warm welcome. Why not come along and
see for yourself? The programme will be
available on our website as soon as it is
finalised so do please keep checking it.

One of our members also incorporated
the 2.6 Challenge into making her laundry
bags. Carol Hunt, who leads our popular

Stephanie Brooklyn
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Church News
Our Lady of Lourdes

Wheatley Area Churche

News from OLL

Are you a first time
pray-er?

During the lockdown, the Catholic community on
Wheatley has remained in close contact through
an email support group which has been
established to offer help, support and prayers
(contact: OLLgroupwheatley@gmail.com).
Our hopes for shared celebrations in Holy Week
before Easter with the other churches in
Wheatley were dashed through the lockdown, but
Palm Sunday was marked with Palms on the
roadside followed by a large cross on Good Friday
which was decorated with fresh flowers on Easter
Sunday.
Most importantly, parishioners have been able to
attend daily Mass at 9.15am on weekdays and on
Sundays at 9am, 11am, and 6.30pm through the
Mass-streaming ink on the website of our mother
church, Corpus Christi in Headington
(www.corpuschristiheadington.co.uk). Here, livestreaming 24/7 has been in place for more than 2
years, enabling family members of our multicultural community to join in services of prayer
and celebration from around the world. Prerecorded scriptural readings, music and hymns
from parishioners are incorporated into the
services; recognizing familiar voices makes it feel
as though we are all present. But we hope that
soon we will return to our weekly Mass in
Wheatley on Saturday evenings at 6pm.
John Guy
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Within the Wheatley Area
Churches group we have
been pleasantly surprised by
how our congregations have
adapted to gathering to
worship, pray, learn and
simply enjoy each others’
company online. Indeed,
numbers have increased in
some cases as friends and
family from further afield
have been able to link in including some who would
never normally come into a
church building! Perhaps
there are some lessons for us
to learn here, as we look to
the future, about how we
best serve those who wish to
gather to worship God in a
busy and dispersed world.
We were made to live in
community, in relationship
with others and we know that
isolation – whether it be
physical,
emotional
or
spiritual – is not good for us,
so this time of lockdown is a
real challenge to many in our
local community.
So, I was interested to read
this headline in a national
newspaper recently – “British
public turn to prayer as one in
four tune in to religious
services”.
Apparently,

Church News

es

Wheatley United Reformed Church
according to a survey of more
than
2,000
people
commissioned
by
the
Christian
aid
agency Tearfund, 1 in 20
adults in the UK have started
praying for the first time
during this crisis. Perhaps you
are one of them?
Prayer can often be the first
step towards discovering that
we can have a relationship
with God. That he is not a
distant figure but that he
loves each one of us, even
me!
Prayer,
like
any
conversation, is part of a twoway relationship, so I wonder
what adventures this newfound relationship might take
some of us on?
Like many of faith, the
churches in and around
Wheatley have felt called to
prayer for the many needs in
our community at this
difficult time. How can we be
praying for or with you? If
you would appreciate prayer,
please do contact us via
either

News from URC
Since lockdown no face to
face services have been held
in the chapel but a virtual
meeting for worship has been
arranged each Sunday using
Zoom or the telephone.
Join us from 9.50am for a
10.00am start. The services
follow the same pattern as we
would hold each Sunday,
including Communion twice a
month. Provide a morsel of
bread and drop of wine or

juice to use at Communion.
An order of service and hymn
sheet are provided on-line.
After the service there will be
an opportunity to make
coffee, stay connected and
move into “breakfast groups”
to chat to fellow worshippers.
If anyone is interested in
joining us please contact
Phyllis Williams on 01865
876288 for further details.

Zena Knight

Services and Contact
St. Mary the Virgin Church
01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
Holy Communion | Sunday | 08:00
Holy Communion | Wednesday | 12:00
Parish Praise | 1st Sunday in month | 10:00
Sung Eucharist | 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday in month | 10:00
Food Bank Sunday | 4th Sunday in month | 10:00 | Please
bring a donation for the Food Bank

care@wheatleycommunitychurch.org

United Reformed Church
01844 215513 | secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk
Holy Communion | 1st & 3rd Sunday in month | 10:00
Food Bank Sunday | 1st Sunday in month| 10:00
Afternoon tea | 1st Sunday in month | 14:30-16:30

or
vicar.wheatley@gmail.com.
It would be a privilege to
support you in this way.

Our Lady of Lourdes RC Church
01865 672433 | catholicheadington@gmail.com
Vigil Mass | Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. | Saturday | 18:00

Keep safe and God bless

Gordon Ewbank | Chair

Wheatley Community Church
office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
Wheatley Primary School | Sunday | 10:30

49

Church News
St Mary’s Church
time to be trying new things. It can be
difficult to be still, when all around us is
difficulty and anxiety, but God calls us to
be still and know him. We are human
BEings and not just human DOings, so
we should find a balance between being
busy and just being.

From the Vicar
It has been said by many that these are
strange times that we are living through,
and it would be a brave person who
tried to predict when we will be able to
say that the coronavirus pandemic is
behind us. And so uncertainty remains a
daily fact of life and that uncertainty
leads to anxiety. How do we keep hold
of our sense of self and society when all
the certainties are wobbling? For some
the obvious way is to be as active as
possible, even within the confines of
locked-down life. People have been
taking up old hobbies, or trying new
ones; parents of young children have
been super-busy being teachers at
home; many have been learning new IT
skills and finding new ways of staying in
touch. But no matter how busy we try to
be, there remains that anxiety.

Giving ourselves time to be still and to
reflect on all that is happening, bad as
well as good, helps us to maintain our
mental health and puts us in touch with
the core of our being. We are all made in
the image of God, and we are called into
relationship with God, so that we can be
fully ourselves. If you are feeling
overwhelmed by the need to be busy, to
block out the awfulness of this crisis,
take time to be still and give thanks for
all that is good in the world, pray for all
that is hurt and wounded, and discover
God’s presence with you as you do so.
Every day the people of St Mary’s, and
the other churches in Wheatley, are
praying for our community and are
reaching out to those who are lonely,
isolated and anxious. If we can help you,
please get in touch. You can reach me
on
01865
872224
or
email
vicar.wheatley@gmail.com

This morning I had a Zoom meeting with
clergy from across Oxfordshire and we
shared experiences of how we are
working during lockdown. There were
heartening stories of how churches had
responded to the situation, and
imaginative solutions to the need to
keep people together. But one voice
piped up with a warning that we were all
trying to be too busy and that we need
time to be still and to reflect, as well as

With my best wishes, and God’s
blessing.
Revd Nigel Hawkes
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Onwards and Upwards!
With the nationwide lockdown, many
events planned by the Revival Committee
have had to be postponed. The VE Day
Ceilidh, Jazz evenings, the Annual Summer
Fete and the launch of Ian Davis’s book
‘Experiencing Oxford’ (see right*) have
been mothballed until the return of happier
times.
Meanwhile, funding for the Project has
continued to roll in from a number of local
sources to top £210,000. A large legacy
from a former parishioner is also in the
offing and there have been offers of
financial support from the Diocese of
Oxford. Other grant funding applications
are due to be made as soon as formal
clearance emerges from the Diocese,
following consultation with bodies such as
English Heritage and the Victorian Society.

*‘Experiencing Oxford’ celebrates ways in
which Oxford can be experienced using our
senses, memories, emotions and spirits.
The book includes over a hundred drawings
and watercolours and many photographs of
Oxford’s buildings and landscapes.
‘A truly monumental achievement, I have
not seen a book of Oxford to equal it.’
Tim Pears, Oxford based author
‘…A truly wonderful (and beautifully
produced) book - it has been a real treat,
and a respite, to dip into it .’

We are in close consultation with several
building firms, with the expectation that a
builder will be appointed in the near future
to undertake the Project.

Dr Matthew Kempshall, Tutor in History.
Keeper of the Gardens, Wadham College,
University of Oxford

Grateful thanks to everyone who has
supported the Project so far. Despite the
delays and frustrations of lockdown, we
plan to emerge with a host of new
initiatives and even better news of
progress.

Signed copies of the book and limited
edition prints are on sale at discounted
prices of £15.00 and £125.00, of which
£10.00 per copy and £100.00 per print will
be allocated to the Revival Project at St
Mary’s. Email: ian.robert.davis@gmail.com

The Revival Team
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Waterperry Garden
Shop now open

own safety and that of our staff
please visit:
www.waterperrygardens.co.uk

Sadly, the Gardens, Teashop,
The Garden shop is now open again Gallery, Museum, House and Giftbarn all remain closed, in line with
for business. If you are fit and well
official guidance. Keep an eye on
and not in a high risk group, you
would be very welcome to visit. For our website for further updates.
further details on the social
distancing measures that have been We hope to see you again very
put in place to help look after your soon.
For more information please visit www.waterperrygardens.co.uk
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June & July 2020
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Wheatley Playing Field Trust
The Trust has regularly liaised with
Wheatley Park School and had marked
out some of the facilities for the school's
summer PE programme. If schools fully
reopen then further marking can be
carried out. If schools do not reopen
before the autumn, then it is hoped that
some sport, whether it be football,
netball or rugby can start up again in
September or as soon as guidance
permits whether from the government
or national sporting bodies.

News from The Trust
Wheatley Playing Field Trust will be
using its reserves to continue minimum
maintenance of the Holton Playing Field,
including the spraying of weed killer and
fertiliser. The maintenance contractor
has at all times been working safely
within government guidelines but has
experienced some verbal abuse from
members of the public. Ironically, it was
from those who were using the field
without permission or right to be there.
This maintenance is permitted and vital
for the upkeep of grass playing surfaces.
If lost, it would take a considerable time
and effort to restore them. Also, locked
goal posts and the tennis fence have
been damaged through unauthorised
use.

At present, despite the Government
allowing the playing of tennis, Wheatley
Playing Field Trust is not erecting the
tennis nets at this time as safety
guidelines cannot be guaranteed. We
apologise to all those families who have
made use of these facilities during the
past two years but hope that you
understand.

All the materials for the new netball
floodlights had been delivered just
before the commencement of the
lockdown. Installation will now take
place once restrictions have been lifted.

Please stay safe and keep fit.

For contact and further information on
all fixtures, including bookings:

Wheatley Park School has exclusive use
of the playing fields Monday to Friday
from 9am to 5pm during term time. For
safeguarding reasons, the field is always
closed to the public during these times
and we ask everyone to continue to
respect this.

enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.
uk
www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk

Paul Willmott | Chairman
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Wheatley Village Produce Association
Words from The VPA
Many more of us are now discovering the
joyful escape from today’s many stresses
that caring for plants can bring. Welcome!
Gardening is a form of mindfulness that has
been around since man (and woman!) first
discovered ‘growing your own’. Perhaps you
don’t have a garden? Even a windowsill can
be used to grow some micro greens from
seed. Houseplants, too, can give lots of
pleasure, especially when you find you can
raise new plants from them to give away to
family and friends. Watching a child’s face
when they first see the seeds they sowed
appear above the soil with their tiny leaves
is magical. Gardening is for everyone of
every age, nationality and culture and we
can all learn from each other.

Sadly, all meetings and events of the VPA
are currently cancelled until further notice
including the Annual Village Show. We are
not likely to resume (written 11 May) until
September but if you have questions, please
email me, I will do my very best to answer
them. I have to admit that I have not been
very good at responding in the past but I
hope to change this in future!
June means we should be able to plant out
tender plants in borders, pots and hanging
baskets. Even some houseplants will
welcome a summer holiday outside and it’s
a good time to give them a good wash and
brush up! I have so many large pots planted
up with vegetables this year and the large
window in my kitchen has become my
greenhouse and my tomatoes will stay there
but the courgettes will need to go out –
more large pots! Everything is growing like
mad outside, so watch out for things that
need staking. Mostly I have so many plants
jammed in that they all hold each other up!

The View from My Kitchen Window

July and there will be lots of deadheading to
do and if you grow edibles, keep on
harvesting and picking before they grow too
large in the case of courgettes. Herbs,
particularly thymes, benefit from regular
cutting to keep them in good shape.
Above all, take the time to relax in your
garden with a cuppa, glass of wine or
whatever is your preference and just enjoy
being…
All talks are held at 7.30pm at the Merry
Bells, open to anyone, free to members,
£2.50 for non-members. £7 will buy
membership for the whole year for all your
immediate family.
Contact wheatleyVPA@gmail.com.

Geraldine Surman
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Life, and the World, Have Changed
During the Covid-19 lockdown in the
UK, I’m hearing people are generally
becoming more aware of nature and
wildlife.
Building on that, how many of you
have seen life slow down, and maybe
you’re spending a bit more time in
your garden and local green spaces?
I’m sure you’re now noticing more
readily the wildlife that’s all around us,
in all its forms. All parts of the food
chain.

played in the lockdown.
So, over the coming days, if you
haven’t already started to notice the
nature around you a bit more, take a
moment and join many others who
have.

Life and the world at large have
changed, and though we’re waiting for
things to get back to ‘normal’, things
have changed forever and we’ll all
have to start reimagining ourselves in
the ‘new normal’ ahead.

Together we can ensure this
awareness
will
continue
after
lockdown. Making the nature in our
gardens and communities’ part of daily
life, is the first step, to caring for it.

Its been said to me, when we get out
of this lockdown, we’ll soon forget our
appreciation of nature. Yes, if we
choose that, in the long term we
might. In the short and medium terms,
I really don’t think we’ll readily forget.

Happy Gardening

Wildlife Gardening Specialist
01865 747243
www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Many of us will want to get outdoors
and reacquaint ourselves with friends
and family, and these shared
experiencing
won’t quickly
be
forgotten, or the role nature has

Stuart Mabbutt
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Wheatley Library | 01865 875267
Online Library
To discover the extraordinary online materials offered by the
library service go to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries.
To fully appreciate everything on offer you need to be a library member but that is a simple
online form and you will receive your borrower number via email within 3 working days. The
link to join is on the same page.

Digital Offers
•
•

•

eBooks and eAudio: There are over 20,000 ebooks and over 3,500 eAudio books
available to borrow.
News, magazines and research: Here is just a small sample of the over 6,000
publications available through the library subscription:
•
Newpapers: Metro, the Sun, Daily Mail, Evening Standard, Daily Mirror, The
Times (from Newsbank), The Daily Telegraph, Daily Express, I, Financial
Times, The Guardian.
•
Magazines: Good Housekeeping, OK!, Stylist, The Week, TV Times, The
People’s Friend, Woman’s Own, Cosmopolitan, New Scientist, Wired UK,
Woman’s Health, Men’s Health, Amateur Photography
Music streaming service Naxos Music Library: Access to over 2 million tracks (more
than 150,538 discs) of classical music with an exceptionally wide range of standard
and rare repertoire – content from over 940 labels (major and independent).

Summer Reading Challenge 2020 ‘Silly Squad’
The annual Summer Reading Challenge for children aged 4-11 years old is on the horizon and
it’s going to be different! It’s going online this year and the plan is to extend the length of the
Summer Reading Challenge by a few weeks either side of the usual school holiday, but dates
are yet to be confirmed.
The 2020 theme is 'Silly Squad': a celebration of funny books, happiness and laughter,
featuring artwork from award-winning children's author and illustrator Laura Ellen Anderson.
We're posting more and more on Facebook and Twitter where we host book discussions
every Thursday, a regular nursery rhyme spot and you can even puzzle over our
#MixUpMonday anagrams.
Website: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
Facebook: Oxfordshire Libraries
Facebook: Friends of Wheatley Library
Twitter: @oxonlibraries

The Staff and Volunteers of Wheatley Library
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Continuous Learning

Wheatley CE Primary School

Although we closed our doors to the majority of pupils on Friday 20th March, the staff at
Wheatley CE Primary School have ensured that our learning community has continued to
thrive. During this period of school closure, teachers have been preparing learning on the
school website for children to complete at home with their families. Activities set by
teachers include many different aspects of learning from English and maths to baking and
outdoor games. We are so proud of all our families who are working, in such challenging
circumstances, to provide their children with such wonderful home learning experiences.
We've received hundreds of emails from families who are embracing being at home and
trying lots of new activities together.
Parents and carers have been thinking outside the box and creating exciting opportunities
for their children which we cannot wait to celebrate once we are all back in school. In the
meantime, we are sending out weekly videos from teachers along with a school newsletter
packed with photographs of what our families have been doing at home. To find out more,
visit www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk.
We have also had a small group of children attending our key worker school each day and it
has been an absolute pleasure to have these children at school with us. They have settled in
well to a new routine and as a group have been making memories together through the
learning activities they are taking part in.
We cannot wait to welcome our existing families back in to school once it's safe to do so and
we are also looking forward to welcoming new parents and children who are due to join us
in reception this September.
We are also always on the lookout for members of the community to support us with
learning activities at school. Maybe you are keen to hear children read or have a particular
talent you would be willing to share with a small group of children. If so, we would be
delighted to hear from you. Please get in touch by emailing Heather Flint, our school
business manager, at office.3165@wheatley.oxon.sch.uk although please be aware that, due
to the current situation, we will not be able to induct new volunteers at present.
Furthermore, if you are interested and would like more information about becoming a
school governor, please get in touch to request a governor information pack.

Mrs Gillian Standing and Mrs Anneka Fisher | Co-headteachers
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Jobs & Wanted

Calling all residents of
HOLTON | LITTLEWORTH | WHEATLEY
DRIVERS DESPERATELY NEEDED
WHEATLEY VOLUNTEER CARE SCHEME NEEDS VOLUNTEER DRIVERS

Do you have any spare time to transport local residents to
medical appointments?
You will be reimbursed for your petrol cost.
So if you feel you can help us:
Please contact Kath Lamont—01865 876609

WHEATLEY CARE
VOLUNTEER TEAM MEMBER
Wheatley Care is looking for a third co-ordinator to join their
team of volunteers to help manage booking requests and driver
allocations (on average 30 per month)
If you like speaking to people and are good at scheduling/
planning we’d love to hear from you.
Please call

Kath Lamont—01865 876609

The Maple Tree
Are you looking for a venue for a
child or family friendly activity?
Ask us about our reasonable rental

rates hayley@mapletree.org.uk
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Jobs & Wanted
GRANTS FOR APPRENTICES, STUDENTS, TRAINEES
The Trustees of Wheatley Charities offer training/ education grants to
residents of the Parish of Wheatley (including Littleworth) and are
prepared to award funds in support of some of the costs of on-the-job
training or academic study. Applicants must be under the age of 25, and
will normally be awarded up to three small annual grants but additional
funds may be made at the discretion of the Trustees. If you are a school
leaver having passed your GCSEs or A-Levels and are about to start an
apprenticeship you will be given priority, but university applicants should
also apply.
Application forms are available from the Secretary, Ralf Eller
(ralfeller@hotmail.com), to whom they should be returned no later than
Friday, 28th August, 2020.
69

Wheatley Singers
volume, with recorded performances by
some of the greatest choruses in the
world. (We initially made the classic
error of trying to sing together using
Zoom. You try it… …it’s hilarious and
awful!).

The Wheatley Singers:
Virtually Perfect!
Last week, we were the Philharmonia
Chorus.

The week before, we were the BBC
Singers.

But the effect “from the front” is
fantastic. From a Musical Director’s
perspective, I see the wonderful
enthusiastic faces of the Wheatley
Singers before me, mouths and eyes
wide open; and I hear the sublime tones
of the most practised, experienced and
beautiful professional voices. So my
head (and my heart) tells me that it’s
actually “us” performing. I even find
myself congratulating the singers as we
conclude!

And the week before that, we were the
LSO chorus with full orchestral
accompaniment.
We may have been thwarted, this
Spring, in our plans to bring you another
sparkling live performance at St Mary’s.
But we’re not down hearted. We’re not
down in the mouth. And we certainly
haven’t laid our music down.
We’re continuing to meet in the
(relative) privacy of our own homes (nice
wallpaper…!!), by means of a “Zoom”
gathering. And every week, we’re
“singing” through some of the repertoire
we were planning to share with you.
Sadly(?) no singer can hear anyone but
themselves, singing along, at full

Maybe it’ll be hard to go back to the
“real thing”, whenever that may be. But
I still can’t wait to see them - and hear
them - in the flesh. Hugs all round.
Missing you all.
Kate Billimore | Musical Director

SODC Waste Collections — June & July 2020
Collection day is Monday unless * (B. Hol)

Which bins and other items?

Jun 1st, 15th & 29th | Jul 13th & 27th

Green, brown, food & oil waste, textiles

Jun 8th & 22nd | Jul 6th & 20th

Grey, food & oil waste, small electricals
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Key Contacts
Local Governance:
Oxfordshire County Council | 01865 792422 | oxfordshire.gov.uk
County Councillor Tim Bearder | 07789 754727 | tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Alexandrine Kantor | 07581 745221 | alexandrine.kantor@southoxon.gov.uk
South Oxfordshire DC | 01235 422422 | southoxon.gov.uk
Planning Applications | 01235 422600 | planning@southoxon.gov.uk
Wheatley Parish Council | 01865 875615 | clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Local information:
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire | 03444 111 444 | caox.org.uk
Wheatley Post Office | 0845 722 3344 | Open Mon-Fri 09:00-17:30, Sat 09:00-13:00
The Maple Tree (Children's Centre) | 01865 236700 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk
The Merry Bells Village Hall | 01865 872073 | merrybells.org.uk
Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 | wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Wheatley Park Sports Centre | 01865 872128 | better.org.uk/venues/park
Wheatley Park School | 01865 872441 | wheatleypark.org
Wheatley Primary School | 01865 872366 | wheatley.oxon.sch.uk

Services:
Police non-emergency | 101 | www.thamesvalley.police.uk
To report potholes, fly-tipping, broken paving, vandalism, etc. | fixmystreet.com
OCC Family Information Service | 08452 262636 | fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
OCC Highways | 0845 310 1111 | highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Missed Bin Collection | 03000 610610 | admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
Bulky Household Waste Collection | 01235 422406 | waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
Housing | 01235 422422 | housing@southandvale.gov.uk
GP Surgery, Morland House | 01865 872448 | morland-house.co.uk
NHS Out of Hours Service | 111 | 111.nhs.uk
Gas Emergency | 0800 111 999 | nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies
National Power Cut Helpline | 105 | ssen.co.uk
Burst pipe or leak | 0800 714 614 | thameswater.co.uk
Floodline | 0345 988 1188 | gov.uk/check-flood-risk

Transport:
Oxfordshire Comet | 01865 323201 | oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet
Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to hospital or GP surgery) | 07505 543750
Arriva (280) Bus | 0344 800 4411 | arrivabus.co.uk
Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London) | 01865 785400 | brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk
National Rail Enquiries | 03457 484950 | nationalrail.co.uk
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Puzzle Fun
Missing Vowels

Across

In this puzzle, the clues are the answers, but with the
vowels missing. The consonants are in the correct
order. Good luck!

4. CHP
9. MBRLL
10. YLT
11. STW
12. RSTRND
13. CCDNT
14. DNTTY
16. LNGTHS
18. THRDS
23. DTH-RW
25. SCLPTR
26. PCCLLL
28. YS
30. GLR
31. TRSRS
32. DNS

Down

www.puzzlersclub.com
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1. MT
2. CRWDNG
3. LTGTHR
4. CRRTS
5. LSTC
6. PR
7. RSST
8. RPTD
11. SNL
15. XHSTN
17. VNNGS
19. SPRSS
20. SRTS
21. SWLLN
22. SSSTS
24. TCTC
27. LRD
29.RN

