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Editor’s Note
Hello and welcome to the April-May edition of the Wheatley
Newsletter.

As we start to see the green shoots of both spring and the
lifting of lockdown restrictions, so too do we see many
community events and organisations booting back up to help
us get back to some sort of normality.

From community operas (p26 & p28) and open schools (p68
& p69), to cricket and children’s classes (p18), all the way to
wine tasting and croquet (p66), we’re really starting to see
sunshine breaking through the clouds. Long may it continue!

As always, feedback, comments, and suggestions are
welcome.
Pete Collinson | newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

The Wheatley Newsletter
welcomes
contributions
and adverts from everyone
in the two parishes and
from
businesses
and
organisations
serving
Wheatley and District.
News and reports from
village organisations are
particularly welcome but
contentious
issues
or
articles promoting personal
causes should be avoided.
Submissions should be
made by 13th May for the
next issue.
The Editor reserves the
right not to print items and
to edit items submitted for
publication.
Head to bit.ly/wnl-info for
further details and to
download a booking form.

On behalf of Macmillan Cancer Care I would like to say a big thank you to all who took
part in this year’s quiz and for your donations, and also to those of you who were
unable to join us but who generously donated. The final total was £1,140 which is
very close the amount that we have raised in recent years.
I look forward to seeing you all next year, hopefully in person!
Sue Coombes
WHEATLEY
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Disclaimer
The views expressed in the
Newsletter are not necessarily
those of the Parish Council or
the Editor, and no liability can
be accepted for any errors or
omissions, although we will
publish corrections where
necessary.

Chair’s Column
Spring is in the air, and for all you gardeners out there the
garden is waking up and buds are appearing on all the plants
that have been in a deep sleep. Likewise, I am hopeful that
the country will be waking up and we will be able to get back
to normal (whatever that is) as soon as possible.
The Parish Council have been meeting on a monthly basis to
deal with essential business but to also ensure that our
projects are kept on track. Sadly Covid-19 has stopped many
of the objectives in our business plan, but there are some
things that we have had to do. Every year, we have our trees
surveyed by a fully qualified Arborist to ensure the trees are
safe and thriving. Many of our trees have Tree Preservation
Orders on them so we must ensure they are kept healthy for
the whole village to enjoy. Unfortunately some of our trees
are in decline and have to be felled for the safety of our
parishioners and we don’t underestimate how upsetting this
is. We have been in the unfortunate position that we have
had to cull some of our trees recently, but as you can see
from the pictures it’s just as well we did.

Meetings & Dates
Annual Parish Mtg.
Via Teams, 19:30
Tue 13th April

Parish Council
Via Teams, 19:30
12th April*
Tue 4th May*
*Note change of days

Planning Cmte.

Via Teams, 19:30
14th April
12th May
Finance Cmte.
Via Teams, 19:30
19th April

We are now focused on
replanting the affected areas
after the soil has been tested
and we have obtained the
appropriate native species to
suit the area. We have taken
advice from SODC Tree Officer and will consider his
recommendations and ensure that whatever is planted will
have an aftercare plan to ensure they thrive. On a brighter
note, we are working hard to refurbish the village square
with planters and suitable foliage to make the area a
pleasant place to sit – when we can!

Alison Sercombe
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Open Spaces Cmte.
Via Teams, 19:30
17th May
District Councillor
Surgery

Postponed until
further notice

Clerk’s Column
Slowly, slowly we are beginning to
see an end to the current lockdown.
At the moment the parish council
continues to meet virtually, these
meetings are open to the public and
if you would like attend, links are
included on all the agendas, available
from
our
website
www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
or by contacting Lucy or I in the
office.

Neighbourhood Plan and Dame Sue
Street, on delivering London 2012.
Once again this will be held virtually,
and the link is available as above.
The parish office remains closed to
the public, but we are still working
hard to ensure that we keep facilities
and services running. We will look to
reopen the office once further
restrictions are lifted. In the
meantime, if you have any questions,
please do contact us either by phone
or email. All staff are part time and
will respond to you as soon as
possible.

We are still uncertain on when we
will be able to meet in person, and so
have decided to move our Parish
Council meeting from Monday 10th
to Tuesday 4th May. At this point we
hope to have a clearer picture on
how we can conduct future
meetings.

Wheatley has recently suffered from
some criminal activity, if you have
any information about the vandalism
to the bus shelter at Park Hill, the
theft of traffic cones from Farm Close
Road or theft from Wheatley Services
please do contact Thames Valley
Police or Crime stoppers.

In this edition you will also find
details about the virtual Annual
Parish Meeting for 2021. This is an
opportunity for you to ask any
questions you have about the village,
not specifically the parish council.
The evening will also include updates
from your district and county
councillors, the parish council and
presentations about the Wheatley

Michelle Legg

The Parish Council office is currently closed to the public until further notice,
except by appointment, but can still be contacted by email, phone, or post
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Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan Report
Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan Committee | Referendum 06 May, Local Elections Day
The WNP Committee submitted its Neighbourhood Plan to the government Examiner,
September 2019. It was passed in February 2020, but required that WNP Committee remove
two of its three village Enhancement proposals agreed in community consultations with the
explicit qualification that they might be restored in a post-Referendum revision. These
enhancements involve the 'Bungalows' site behind ASDA and Ms Tombs' Field, (Housing,
Recreation and Commerce). Both involve release of land from the Green Belt which no longer
meets the conditions for the Green Belt. The third proposal, renewal at Littleworth, remains
intact in the Examined WNP. However, the Examiner also advised of external unresolved
issues 'beyond WNP Committee control'. The Brookes Appeal for 500 homes (against SODC's
300) still lay with Housing Secretary Jenrick [ruling in favour, April 2020] and SODC lacked a
valid Local Plan [LP35 finally approved by Housing Secretary, December 2020].
Now that the external issues are resolved, SODC held a Public Consultation [15 Jan.- 05 Mar
2021] on whether to restore what the Examiner had to remove from WNP for technical
reasons. Fourteen responses followed, mainly from statutory bodies: 11 responses, including
WPC, HPC and WNP, supported the proposal to restore the 2 Enhancement plans in an NP
revision, post-Referendum. 2 responses were 'neutral' with one (1) opposed to SODC's
proposal.
Key dates:
This Newsletter article (deadline for copy 11 March) will reach homes by Wednesday, 31
March.
A VIRTUAL Annual Parish Meeting will be held 7.30 pm, Tuesday 13th April
(WNP Committee will present the facts, answer questions factually, but not canvas support)

Our statutory Consultation Statement was Examined as a requirement in 2019-20.
The Referendum will be held on Local Election Thursday, 06 May 2021.
Information:
1. Renewed SODC website 12 March, southoxon.gov.uk/wheatleynp now shows the
Responses to Consultation 15/01 – 05/03, the WNP Text for Referendum (note too, Para 20),
and supporting documents.
2. WNP website, www.wheatleyneighbourhoodplan.co.uk. [go to The Plan, then to What's
Next, which shows current Stage No 7.] We hope to be able to add to this from now up to
Referendum. Please also see Wheatley Parish Council website.

John Fox
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The History File
A Wounded Architect
[Lockdown Distraction]
Wheatley's first Homes Fit for Heroes
[HFH] are four fine houses on Church
Rd from 1922.
In 1926 a new architect produced a
50-home 'garden estate' scheme on
elevated farmland, with 6 homes (3
semis) per acre, 250 yards east of The
King's Arms. Horace Barnsley (he
signed HBB) had worked through two
bad winters, clay-clogged wells, and
labour shortages before his doctor
ordered 3 months sick leave (and
offered to cover any building-site
issues for his patient!). Councillors
promised to give the 'garden estate'
its name in June 1928, before news
broke that the site budget was
seriously over-spent.

Full Snow Moon setting, 07:00, West

completed. (WUDC's 1927 rainwater
hoppers were well out of date). His
war wounds went unmentioned.
In February 1915, serving with the
South Staffordshires, he was taken
out of the Line for some time.
Wounds damage often worsened with
age, but no council would ever cite
them to blame. 'I have the greatest
pleasure in resigning as soon as
possible' even suggests HBB's relief.
On resigning, his one regret was 'This
is a censure…despite never a
complaint'. He left at 42 in 1928 and
died at Watlington in 1934.

Government warned WUDC that the
50 homes might be sold off privately.
Chair (Arthur Cullum, builder) and
Clerk went to London to negotiate. A
face-saver was agreed in a Ministry
overdraft of £500 till 1931.
Meanwhile, WUDC asked HBB to
resign on 30 September, one year
after his homes should have been

John Fox
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Professional Services

Professional Services
A POPPY APPEAL ORGANISER IS NEEDED TO
COORDINATE THE POPPY APPEAL IN WHEATLEY

We currently have a vacancy for a volunteer Poppy Appeal Organiser to work with our
team of volunteers and the previous Poppy Appeal Organiser to coordinate the Poppy
Appeal in Wheatley. This role can be carried out by an individual or a team of people.
The role is very rewarding and the main tasks include; taking out static boxes to
businesses and schools and arranging for manned stalls at the Asda and Welcome
Break throughout the Poppy Appeal fortnight, as well as counting and banking the
money raised. It is great that the retiring Poppy Appeal Organiser will be able to offer
his support as he has successfully been running the Appeal in Wheatley for years.
If you would like to find out more about this important role, please contact me, Jess
Jenkins,
Community
Fundraiser
for
Oxfordshire
by
emailing
jjenkins@britishlegion.org.uk or telephone 07500 225 215.

Jess Jenkins | Oxon Community Fundraiser
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The Howe Trust
Despite the lockdowns, the Howe
Trust has been active in respect of
our three main responsibilities,
namely provision of land and support
for the allotments, providing access
to the ‘Howe’ for the local
population and, where funds permit,
providing support to the local
community in cases of particular
need.

The Howe Trust land has been used
more than ever for walkers and
joggers of all ages. However, the
combination of the increased footfall
and heavy rain has resulted in some
rather muddy paths.
We have managed to do some
maintenance of fences and clearing
of brambles but, because of Covid,
have not managed our regular
working parties. However, in the
autumn we hope to undertake more
tree planting and create a wildflower
area. Additional help is always
welcome.

With regard to the latter, at the end
of 2020, working in conjunction with
the local schools, we committed
funds for the provision of the
ingredients for a Christmas dinner to
all families with pupils receiving free
school meals. In addition to our
contribution there was also generous
support from individuals and from
the ASDA foundation. Not only did
this enable us to deliver Christmas
meals to 75 families, the additional
money has been used to provide
food parcels during half term and
has also supported a counselling
programme during what for some
youngsters has been a particularly
difficult and stressful time. Much
thanks goes to the donors, organisers
and deliverers as well as the help
from ASDA and Waitrose.

In the meantime, lambing has
started,
trees are in bud and
primroses in flower. Spring is in the
air. There has been one unfortunate
consequence of the increased
activity, namely increased litter,
especially drink cans. Please take
your litter home.
For further information I can be
contacted on 01865873843 or
mkb@doctors.org.uk.

Malcolm Benson
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Well, we are still in lockdown but the
drop in infections numbers etc and the
vaccination programme in Wheatley have
been very encouraging. Let’s hope that
things continue to improve.
The weather has got better too, and it’s
great to see so many people taking
advantage of the track through the
allotments for walking. The growing
season is also slowly opening up, albeit
we have had the usual risk of frosts, and
most plots are already looking better.
We have not been idle over the winter.
Six more raised beds have been added
and will soon be available for planting,
paid for with a grant from the National
Gardens Scheme. They are for people
with disabilities which make it difficult for
them to have a standard plot. Please
contact Taff Morgan Jones (Allotments
Association Secretary) on 01865 874413
if you would like to apply for one. Taff is
also the man to contact if you would like
to cultivate a standard plot.
Progress is being made on the orchard –
two new pear trees have been planted.
The government road map does not
permit use of the barbecue at present,
but it will be available to all in due
course.
Finally I would like to thank;
•
those individuals who regularly
volunteer to help with the work
needed to look after and improve
the allotments, and

•

those who give of their time and
effort generously to help others
who for various reasons are less
able to work their plots easily.

They are an inspiration to all of us, and
one of the reasons, apart from the
amazing views across Wheatley and the
pleasure in growing one’s own produce,
why it is such a great place.
Take care, stay safe.
For further information regarding the
Howe Trust or the allotment association
please contact one of the following:
Chair, Howe Trust:
Malcolm Benson | 01865 873843
Chair, Allotment Association:
Allan Hicks | 01865 803910
Secretary, Allotment Association:
Taff Morgan Jones | 01865 874413

Allan Hicks | Chair
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Holton & Wheatley Cricket Club
forward to a full summer, especially
after the winter we've all had.

Season 44
Holton and Wheatley Cricket Club will
very soon be back in action for 2021,
the club's 44th season. The road map
for ending lockdown allows organised
outdoor sport from March 29th, gladly
in plenty of time for our first fixture on
April 25th. The first game at our new
home venue, Great Haseley CC follows
soon after on May 9th. Sunday
friendlies are scheduled weekly
throughout the season and after last
year's truncated season, we look

We welcome new players of all ages
and abilities. Whether you want a
regular game, or just want to turn out
occasionally, please get in touch with
Hugh Kitchin on 07788 672864 or
hkitchin@btconnect.com, or contact
us via our new website at hawcc.co.uk.
Many thanks indeed and best wishes.
Hugh Kitchin

The Merry Bells
The publication of the Government’s
roadmap for exiting the lockdown
from the pandemic has enabled plans
to re-open The Merry Bells to begin.
According to the roadmap, at Step 2,
which will be no earlier than April 12th
we can and will re-open for indoor
children’s classes.
When Step 3 happens, which is no
earlier than 17th May, adult indoor
events can take place but must be
controlled within social distancing
guidelines.
And at Step 4, (no earlier than June
21st) all social contact restrictions are

dropped and we return to the prepandemic position.
We look forward to welcoming our
users back following these guidelines,
starting with children’s classes on 12th
April.
To book The Merry Bells please either
go
to
our
website
www.merrybells.org.uk and click on
the
booking
tab
or
contact
info@merrybells.org.uk or phone
01865 872073.
Tim Blightman
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1st Wheatley Guides & Rangers
This term Wheatley Guides and Rangers
have taken on a walking challenge to
walk 100km each by the end of our
Summer Term. A little bit of healthy
competition between patrols and
Leaders is helping to motivate us!
We have done more craft recently
ranging from string art, rainbow
pompom keyrings for the NHS and tea
light pancakes. We were delighted to
welcome a journalist from BBC Radio
Oxford who spoke to us about
experiences as a young woman in the
media and the reality of reporting the
news. For World Thinking Day we
celebrated the World Guiding and
Scouting Movement's recent nomination
for the Nobel Peace Prize by focusing on

how we can build peace in our own
communities.
Happy 18th Birthday to Zoe who made
her promise as a Leader joined by
people who have been on her Guiding
journey. There wasn't a dry eye in the
room.
We're looking forward to connecting
with a unit in Australia on our virtual
Global Citizen Camp. Hopefully, we can
begin to make plans to meet again in
person in line with all the relevant
guidance. If you are a girl aged 11-18
and would like to join us we meet online
on Wednesdays 7-8.30 feel free to get in
touch: wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk.
Amy | 1st Wheatley Guides
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Lifestyle

Howe & Co 22

Mobile Fish
& Chip Van
07376 395678
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Lifestyle
Janet Lewis 01865 989770
www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/Janet.Lewis
Janet.lewis@travelcounsellors.com

Home schooling, zoom calls and the same four walls have been the order of the day for
some time now and what we really need is an escape. A chance to spend time together
doing the things we love and something to look back on fondly in years to come;
whether that's in the UK, Europe or further afield.
So if the recent Government announcement has made you want to book a holiday;
before you book online, please consider using a travel agent, it will help to get our
industry back on its feet.
You will benefit from a personal service that the internet cannot offer.
Peace of mind knowing that I and our duty office are here 24/7 and be assured that
your money is 100% fully protected.
Certainly, think about a UK holiday but consider one abroad this year from midsummer onwards or in 2022 and have something to look forward to!!!
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Unit 15 Wheatley Business Centre,
Old London Road, Wheatley, OX33 1XW
E: enquiries@wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com
W: www.wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com

Gemma Johnson BSc MCPod HCPC
Podiatrist / Chiropodist T:07969 321909
William Johnson-Coleman BSc MISRM MSMA
Soft Tissue Therapist T: 07539 257542
22
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Lifestyle
Wheatley Dental Practice | 01865 873314
We are currently accepting new patients at our friendly local dental surgery.
Please phone our receptionists or call in for more details!
Tooth whitening and facial aesthetic treatments available.
Catherine Peers BDS, Emily Painter BDS
Claudia Conde MClinDent(Prostho.)London
Rachel Hyde RDH, Victoria Lewis RDH
96 Church Road, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ
wheatleydental@gmail.com
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THE HORSPATH HUB
As the Post Office is considered an essential service the
Hub Post Office is open every Friday from 10:00 to 13:00.
(Sorry no tea/coffee and home-made cakes yet)
Eventually the following activities will be available again:
Yoga, Pilates, Table Tennis, Line Dancing, Art, Film Club, Wine Club, and a Craft afternoon.

CONTACT US: 07591 933964 | horspathhub@gmail.com
Visit www.horspath.org.uk/communityhub for further details

‘Ottoline’ at Garsington Manor
July 2021
Holton Players and Garsington Players are
proud to announce the production of a new
play ‘Ottoline’ by Janet Bolam, to be staged in
the gardens of Garsington Manor from 7th to
10th July 2021, by kind permission of Mrs
Susan Robinson.
‘Ottoline’ follows the story of Ottoline
Morrell, a celebrated patron of the Arts, who,
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in 1913 purchased the Manor at Garsington.
There, with her husband Philip, she
entertained many of the most famous and
influential writers, artists, politicians and
thinkers of the day, including the Bloomsbury
Group. Characters, such as writers
D.H.Lawrence and Lytton Strachey, and
philosopher Bertrand Russell were among the
regular visitors to Garsington.
The story highlights the charged relationships

Sustainable Wheatley
sackfuls from a local hotspot along
Wheatley Road, Cuddesdon, and there
are several other litter-strewn patches
that would benefit from a clear-up
during this year’s “Great British Spring
Clean” event, planned between 28 May
and 13 June.

The Blight of Britain and the £1
Billion Bill
In 2015 this was the estimated cost to
the British taxpayer of litter clearance
and yet it is ever present on our streets
and verges. Not only is it unsightly, but
if not removed it ends up down the
drains - and may eventually enter the
oceans if not picked up via the
treatment works.
It can endanger
animals too. Last summer a cow on Port
Meadow died after ingesting plastic bags
and balloons while the RSPCA deals
annually with over 7,000 calls to attend
to animals affected by pieces of litter,
such as hedgehogs getting their head
wedged in drinks cans.
Our local parish employees, John and
Richard, do a sterling job clearing the
village of litter, but wouldn’t it be better
if they could spend their time and our
money on more productive projects?

If you would like to be involved this
time, or if you would like to join a team
of regular pickers, then please let me or
the Parish Clerk know.
If regular
community clean-ups take place then
the Blight of Britain may yet be ousted
from our neighbourhood.

Contact us:
email admin@wheatleycag.org
website www.sustainablewheatley.org
Facebook page @sustainablewheatley
Twitter feed @suswheatley

Volunteers can help with this seemingly
endless task. Recently we cleared many

Jane Cotton

of this artistic set, its famous achievements and
painful betrayals. Staged in the setting in which
these events took place, ‘Ottoline’ promises to
be a memorable evening for audiences and
actors alike.
Auditions will take place via zoom on Sunday
April 11th and Tuesday 13th April (both at 7.30)
with follow up auditions on Thursday 15th
April. Rehearsals will start outdoors in early
May, in compliance with Covid restrictions.

Anyone wishing for more information, to take
part or to assist in the production please do
contact:
Peter Fanning: peterafanning@gmail.com
Edward Hess: ejwhess@hotmail.co.uk
Marie Holmes: marieholmes24@btinternet.com
or Janet Bolam: janet_bolam@hotmail.com

Peter Fanning
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JAZZ AT THE MANOR
On Saturday 29th May there is to be a concert of Jazz Music in
the lovely grounds of Wheatley Manor House by kind permission
of Elizabeth Hess.
This concert is being held to raise funds for the Opera “@emele”
which is going to be produced in David and Kathy Keene’s garden
in July by Oxfordshire Contemporary Opera.
The gates and bar for the concert will be opened at 7.30pm to give plenty of time for the
audience to be prepared for the music to start at 8pm. The audience will be well spaced
to comply with the Covid restrictions starting on 17th May. Two family groups of six
people will be able to sit together.
The concert will be in two halves with an interval.
The first half will feature a wonderful Violin/Guitar duo from Brighton – Mike Simmonds
and Mike Potter. The second half will feature the amazing jazz vocalist Clare Abbott with
the Roger Simmonds trio (Michael Simmonds Violin and Alyn Shipton Bass)
Tickets are £10 and can be purchased at:
info@oxcontemporaryopera.org or 01865 874542
Further information about this concert and the coming production of “@emele” can be
found on the website www.oxcontemporaryopera.org.
We look forward to seeing you there.

Roger Simmonds
Oxfordshire Contemporary Opera’s production of the comic opera @emele this summer
will be one of the first productions in the county following the relaxation of restrictions.
Of course, we’d love to see you in the audience, but we feel that the very best way to get
under the skin of new opera is to be actively involved. We have a wonderful young
professional cast and some talented local singers in the chorus. We are now looking for
volunteers who would like to join us behind the scenes in costume, design, stage
construction, stage management, lighting sound and projection, and front-of-house in the
box office, acting as ushers and putting those lockdown skills to good use pouring drinks
at the interval.
If you would like to be part of OCO’s inaugural production at Wheatley House from 610th July (performances on 7th, 9th and 10th), please get in touch via the website or by
emailing info@oxcontemporaryopera.org
Tickets will be available via the website www.oxcontemporaryopera.org from early May.

Ruth Burdett
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Wheatley Village Produce Association
Words from The VPA
I will begin with a plea for members to
contact me with their email addresses. We
have a few but not enough to keep
everyone up to date or to ask for your views
on future plans. You can contact me at
wheatleyVPA@gmail.com about this or any
queries.
April
In both this month and next weeding
regularly will help to keep control. Although
temperatures are rising, fruit blossom may
need frost protection but we can begin
sowing hardy annuals outdoors. Climbing/
rambling roses can be tied in and shrubs,
including roses, can be given a feed. Any
bald patches on the lawn can be resown
now.
May
Continue to watch out for frost and plant
out summer bedding towards the end of the
month. Lift and divide spring flowering
bulbs and clip hedges after checking for
nesting birds. Vent greenhouses on warm
days. Potatoes may need regular earthing
up. Watch out for lily beetle!

cancelled. The annual holiday in June has a
fair chance of going ahead and the travel
company have already set out rigorous
plans to keep us safe. By that time, most
members should have received two
vaccinations.

Despite cautiously encouraging noises
around the government’s ‘road map,’ the
future for the VPA is still not clear. Our
chair, Aaron, is currently hospitalised but
the consensus from the committee is that
all meetings are suspended until next year,
although we hope to hold the AGM in the
autumn.

We wish Aaron all the very best for a
speedy recovery. Keep safe everyone.
All plans for VPA meetings and events are
on hold at present. If you have any queries,
do contact wheatleyVPA@gmail.com.

Relaxing of restrictions still make the Annual
Show impossible to plan for and this is also

Geraldine Surman
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Trades & Maintenance

Day by Day

MONDAY
Wheatley Oaks FC | Holton Playing Fields | 19:00-20:00 | Women 30+ | hello@coachemma.co.uk

Dementia Active | Holton Village Hall | 11:00-13:00 | 01869 713913 | Text 07711 891028
Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | via Zoom | 08:50-09:40 | 01865 876288 | tomgoss09@gmail.com

Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group | 10:00-12:00 & 19:00-21:00 | Exc. bank holidays
Beaver Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | Term time 18:00-19:00 | 01865 874997
Wheatley Bridge Club | Holton Village Hall | 19:00 | 01865 874017
Badminton Club | Park Sports Centre | 20:00-22:00 | 07769 827335
Studio25 Dance Academy | Merry Bells | studio25danceoxford@gmail.com | 07808 209243
•

Junior Beginners | 16:00-17:00 | Age 7-9

•

Senior Beginners | 17:00-18:00 | Age 10+

TUESDAY
Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-19:00
Rugby Club Seniors Training | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | To book 07768 300314
Wheatley Women’s Institute | Merry Bells | 3rd in month | 19:15 | 01865 558167
Wheatley Singers | URC Hall | 19:15-21:00 | 01865 872250 | All welcome
Wheatley Village Produce Association | Merry Bells | 2nd in month | 19:30

Flow Fitness Pilates | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | info@flowfitness.org.uk
Baby Ballerinas (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:00-14:30 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553
Jumping Jellybeans (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:30-15:00 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553

Dance4Fun Contemporary Dance | Merry Bells | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553
•

Reception to Year 2 | 16:00-16:30

•

Year 3+ | 16:30-17:15

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome
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Day by Day

WEDNESDAY
Maple Babies | Maple Tree Centre | 10:30 & 12:30, one hour each | info@mapletree.org.uk
Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-17:00
Pop-up Pilates | Merry Bells | 18:30 & 19:30, 1 hour | info@pop-up-pilates.com | 07731 321991

Cub Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 18:45-20:15 | 01865 874284 | Boys & Girls Age 8-10½
Guides & Rangers | URC | Via Zoom | Term time 19:00-20:30 | Age 10+ | wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome
Baby Music Group | URC | Via Zoom | 10:00 | Term time only | Rachel 07505 131124
Sweaty Mama (Mum & baby fitness) | Merry Bells | 10:00-10:45 | Alex 07814 417991
Gathering & Short Prayers | URC | Via Zoom | 10:30/18:00 alternating | minister@wheatleyurc.org.uk

Football Fitness | Tiger’s Retreat, Garsington | 19:00-20:00 | yohannadam@yahoo.co.uk | Age 30+

St Mary’s Church | 01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
•

Holy Communion | 12:00 | Must pre-book

THURSDAY
Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | via Zoom | 08:50-09:40 | 01865 876288 | tomgoss09@gmail.com

Wheatley Walks | Car park behind 6th Form Centre | 10:00-11:00 | 01865 873430
Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-17:00
Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | 14:00-17:00 | Appt only, to book 01865 425909
Rugby Club Seniors | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | To book 07768 300314
Explorer Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 14½-18
Army Cadets | Army Cadet Hut Littleworth Rd. | 19:30-21:30 | Age 12-17
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome
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FRIDAY
Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-18:00
Horspath Hub Coffee Morning | 10:00-12:00 | 07591 933964
Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Boys & girls age 10½-14
St. Mary’s Bell Tower Practice | St. Mary’s Church | 19:30-21:00 | 01865 872250
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome

Martial Arts | Primary School Hall | 07731 512682 | mrsfox@mattfiddes.com
•

Mighty Matts | 16:30-17:15 | Age 3-6

•

Junior/Family | 18:30-19:30 | Age 7+

SATURDAY
Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00
Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | Last in month | 10:00-12:00 | Appt only 01865 425909

Scrabble Club | Location varies | 1st in month | 19:30 | 01865 872628
Our Lady of Lourdes RC Church | 01865 672433 | catholicheadington@gmail.com
•
Vigil Mass | Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. | 18:00

SUNDAY
Wheatley Windmill Open | 2nd in month | May to October
Wheatley Minis Football | Holton Rugby Club | 09:00-10:00 | Ages 4-7 | 07756 608744
St Mary’s Church | 01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
•
•
•
•

Holy Communion | 08:00
Parish Praise | 1st Sunday in month | 10:00
Sung Eucharist | 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday in month | 10:00
Food Bank Sunday | 4th Sunday in month | 10:00 | Please bring a donation for the
Food Bank
United Reformed Church | 01844 215513 | secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk
•
Holy Communion | 1st & 3rd Sunday in month | 10:00
•
Food Bank Sunday | 1st Sunday in month| 10:00
•
Afternoon tea | 1st Sunday in month | 14:30-16:30
Wheatley Community Church | office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
•
Wheatley Primary School | 10:30
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YOUR Wheatley Village Archive
Wheatley Village Archive were
thrilled to be awarded a runner-up
certificate in our category of
‘Landscape and Public Realm’ in the
annual Oxford Preservation Trust
awards for a ‘really beautifully
produced’ Heritage Trail. The
chairman of the OPT said the judges
were ‘terrifically impressed’. Perhaps
those of you who haven’t followed
the Heritage Trail around the village
will take the opportunity of the finer
weather to see for yourselves, or
perhaps will do so again with visitors
along with the long-awaited easing of
government restrictions. The archive
team would like to thank all those
involved in its creation and everyone
in Wheatley too as over 2,500
leaflets have been used from the
dispensers. The recognition by OPT is
for all of us in the village. Two other
projects with Wheatley connections
won as well. A talented village! One
of these involved a one-time
gardener at the Manor House who
modelled for the image of God on
the award-winning All Souls College
façade!

village and it was great to share the
photos from the website with this
brilliant new initiative in the village
that started over the February half
term. Trails around the village for
children (and parents!) who are
suffering lockdown fever keep people
busy spotting fairy doors, pirates or
spies! Thanks to Laura and Sophie.
Details of the trails can be found on
Facebook’s WalkWheatley page or
on www.wheatleyarchive.org.uk and
search WalkWheatley .

Have you seen the revamped
Wheatley Archive Facebook page?
This has recently become very active
– have a look!
Lastly an appeal for photographs of
the village taken since 2006 to add to
the archives. The last 15 years of
history of the village in the archive is
rather lacking. We would be grateful
if you would send digital images to
michael@wheatleyarchive.org.uk
along with some indication of date
and any names etc. Actual photos
can be dropped off at 48, High Street
and can be returned once scanned if
wanted. Future generations need
your input now!

On a similar theme trails have been
devised for the youngsters in the

Steph Cox
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Church News
Our Lady of Lourdes

Wheatley Area Churche

01865 672433 | catholicheadington@gmail.com

News from OLL

A Celebration of Love

The Church has been open throughout the recent lockdown
for Mass on Saturday evenings at 6pm - and this is now set
to continue for the foreseeable future. The seating capacity
has been halved to ensure safe distancing and attendance
has been very good, even on rainy evenings; sometimes,
parishioners have attended Mass by listening through the
open windows outside.

As I write, this is the time of
year when a team from
Fusion and Wheatley Area
Churches would normally be
planning the year’s St.
George’s day community
festival on the Church Road
recreation ground. These
annual events have been so
popular over the years
(peaking at nearly 1000
attendees one sunny April
day)
and
a
special
opportunity to draw folk of
all
ages
together
to
celebrate our community
here in Wheatley.

Pope Francis has reminded us: "Lent is a favourable time to
make room for the Word of God. It is the time to switch off
the television and open the Bible. It is the time to separate
from mobile phones and connect to the Gospel.”
Traditionally, Lent is a time for fasting, for giving something
up, and Francis has suggested a new way to fast…
Fast from hurting words ...and say kind words
Fast from sadness…and be filled with gratitude
Fast from anger…and be filled with patience
Fast from pessimism …and be filled with hope
Fast from worries…and have trust in God
Fast from complaints…and contemplate simplicity
Fast from pressures…and be prayerful
Fast from bitterness...and fill your hearts with joy
Fast from selfishness…and be compassionate to others
Fast from grudges…and be reconciled
Fast from words…and be silent so you can listen.
The CAFOD (Catholic Agency for Overseas Development)
focus over Lent has also been on the plight of those
communities in the hardest to reach parts of the world. In
Afar, Ethiopia, one of the hottest places on earth, family
members have to walk for ten hours daily through
mountainous terrain to reach water and bring it back home.
Bringing water to such communities has been the focus for
our Lenten collection.
Over the Easter period, services will be live-streamed from
Corpus Christi Church. There is no Mass on Saturday
evening at Our Lady of Lourdes but on Easter Sunday OLL
will be open for Mass of Easter Morning at 10am.

John Guy
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The culture of these events
was always very intentional
– to include and encourage
everyone and to provide a
setting where folk could
make new friends and renew
old acquaintances. Oh, and
they were loads of fun too!
Sadly, this will be the second
year when it will just not be
possible to run the event
because of Covid restrictions.
Thinking back to all the
smiling faces at previous
years’ Fundays brings into
stark focus that sense of
togetherness we’ve all been
missing so much. However, a
time is coming when we will

Church News
St Mary’s Church

es

01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com

be able to celebrate together
again!
Recently,
I’ve
been
appreciating the work of
artist Charlie Mackesy,
whose simple but poignant
drawings in his book ‘The
Boy, the mole, the fox and
the Horse’ so perfectly
capture the current mood.
The dialogue in one drawing
goes –
“I’ve realised why we are
here” whispered the boy.
“For cake?” said the mole.
“To love” said the boy.
“And to be loved” said the
Horse.
At Easter time we remember
the ultimate demonstration
of how much we are loved.
On
Good
Friday
we
remember that God gave up
his only son to die for us on
the cross, to pay the price for
our shortcomings, but on
Easter day we celebrate the
new life and hope that Jesus
offers us all through his
resurrection. What greater
love could there be?
Let us celebrate because we
are loved and because we
are made to love.

Gordon Ewbank | Chair

From the Vicar
I’m not sure which event has
the greater significance to
people this year – Easter, or
the end of lockdown. But, in
truth they have quite a lot in
common.
We look back on the events
of the first Easter with the
benefit of hindsight. We
have learned about the
events that lead up to Jesus’
Last Supper, his arrest, trial
and crucifixion. His death
and burial in the Garden of
Gethsemene, and the time
of quiet until the morning of
the third day evoke in us
feelings of loss, sadness and
emptiness. And then the
events of the first Easter
morning burst upon us with
a joy that is almost shocking.
This year the Church will
again be celebrating Easter
in lockdown-mode. It will
feel rather muted and
subdued, but perhaps with a
hope and expectation that
we didn’t feel this time last
year.
The end of lockdown is in
sight. The feelings of loss,
sadness and emptiness that
we have all experienced in
the last year are going to
give way to something else.
We may all have different
longings – personally I am
looking forward to a meal
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out with my family; others, I
know, are keen to get to the
shops, still others look
forward to going to see a
show. And in a way each of
these will be a personal
Easter for us, a chance to
experience life anew. But I
would like to sound a note
of caution. Remember that,
before the first Easter
morning, Jesus spent a few
days in the tomb, and all
was quiet. Our coming out
of lockdown may need some
time to take shape. We may
need some time to be quiet
in anticipation. We may
need some time to begin to
process all that we have
been through.
The first Easter was a
beginning and it spread
slowly at first as the early
Church became established
and as more and more
people came to believe. I
expect that the end to
lockdown will be like that as
well, slowly spreading and
gaining traction until the day
will come when all are free
again, just as Christ’s
resurrection has set us free
from all that keeps us from
God.
Happy Easter, and may we
all know the joy of new life.

Revd Nigel Hawkes

Church News
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News From WCC
March saw Wheatley Community Church meet on Zoom for the 52nd time, and April sees us
celebrating our second Easter online – both milestones we never would have anticipated a year
ago.
But whereas last year Easter was a time of great uncertainty, this year the season seems to fit
better – Easter has always been a time to celebrate hope, and there is certainly a more hopeful
atmosphere around our nation now. So although the weekend itself will be past by the time you
read this, from all at WCC, Happy Easter! May it be a time of hope for you.
Back in 2015 I was intrigued to come across a study by the Barna research group that included a
section on British beliefs around Easter, and as a church we’d love to know the spread of views in
Wheatley, so we’re putting together what we’re calling the Big Easter Survey, asking you what
you think about Easter. We’d love it if you could take a few minutes to answer a few questions in
the Easter section of our website: wheatleycommunitychurch.org/easter.
All are welcome – why not join us? For more information, or to register interest, head to
wheatleycommunitychurch.org/alpha
office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org

Al McNicoll | Pastor

Wheatley United Reformed Church
01844 215513 | secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk

News from URC
As we enter Spring and the arrival of longer, lighter days we, at last, also see light at the end of
the pandemic tunnel.
Many people, during the past year, have been inspired by the Wayside Pulpit outside the front
door of our church. It is a continually changing collection of quotes, poems and original artwork
to give encouragement and hope to those who are passing. We hope that if you haven’t had a
chance to stop and look yet you might find time to pause there soon.
At Wheatley URC we have recently changed our Commitment for Life focus to Zimbabwe. We will
be concentrating our attention on The Falcon School near Harare. We are looking forward to
further establishing our relationship with the school this year and assisting them with the next
phases of their school development. This will range from installing solar panels, purchasing
classroom equipment, building a teachers’ cottage and suppling pupils’ uniforms.
We have been continuing with our regular Sunday worship and church meetings online via Zoom.
Everyone is warmly invited to join us any Sunday at 10,00am for our service which is followed by a
chance to have a chat in small groups. Our Easter Sunday service will be on 4th April at 10.00am.
The links for our services can be found on our website, along with our current newsletter. The
address is www.wheatleyurc.org.uk.

Debi Kidd
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Wheatley Playing Field Trust
It is important that casual use of the
fields does not take place, because
discarded water bottles, masks or
discarded equipment present safety
hazards for those having to maintain the
facilities. Recent weeks have seen goals
dragged in front of buildings in lieu of
nets with resulting broken windows and
roof and gutter damage.

News from The Trust

The Trust has recently carried out the
improvements to the security of the
playing field with the installation of both
concrete and removable bollards to
prevent any unauthorised access to the
field. Again, the Trust would like to
thank South Oxfordshire District Council
for their grant towards this scheme.

Tennis nets will go up after Easter for
community use out of school hours, but
again please register your use of these
courts and check in the relevant QR
code.

At the moment, the only permitted users
of the field are the staff and students of
Wheatley Park School. From 29th March
other users may return to training
strictly following Government and the
various National Governing bodies of
sport guidelines. These users, at present
include Wheatley FC, Wheatley Oaks FC
and netball from 19th April. All users
have registered with and obtained the
NHS Covid app and are required to keep
details of anyone attending sessions.
There is a regime of cleaning and
sanitising required to safeguard
participants and to leave the facilities
safe for others.

Plans for the future include an expansion
of women’s football and All Stars cricket.
The Trust thus welcomes views on
activities that anyone or any group
might like to see taking place in the
future, including under the new
floodlights on the tennis/tarmac area.

Do get in touch at:
enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk

www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
All others groups are asked to contact
the Trust to arrange a return to playing.
If anyone is interested in joining any of
these groups, enquiries can be made
using the contact details below.
Paul Willmott | Chairman
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Jobs & Wanted

Vacancy
Part-time Care-Coordinator
Flexible 7.5 -15 hours per week (approximately)
£13.82 per hour (pay review pending)
Pension scheme with employer’s contribution
28 days holiday pro-rata’d

Flexicare is a small, local charity, which provides a home respite service for families with
severely disabled children; giving a few hours of care for the child and their siblings while
their parents take a break. The service is currently run by a manager (who also provides
care), two care-coordinators and a team of volunteers.
We are currently looking for a third care-coordinator, whose role includes:
•

Carrying out sits

•

Arranging sits as requested by families

•

Providing support for the team and ensuring high standards of care

•

Assessing prospective new families and volunteers

•

Facilitating training

•

Assisting with the running of the charity and fundraising events

We are looking for someone who:
•

has a nursing background or experience with working with severely disabled
children

•

is prepared to work flexibly (including some evenings and weekends)

•

is a car driver with access to a car (essential)

•

is not afraid of cake baking!

This is a lovely job for the right person, the flexibility offered to the families extends to
the staff and volunteers too, so working for the charity fits in around other
commitments. The team is small, friendly and supportive, and the work is varied and
enjoyable. If this sounds like something that would interest you, call us on 01865 321881
or 07817 727563. Interviews will be held before Easter, probably virtually.

48

WHEATLEY CARE
VOLUNTEER TEAM MEMBER
Wheatley Care is looking for a third co-ordinator to join their
team of volunteers to help manage booking requests and driver
allocations (on average 30 per month)
If you like speaking to people and are good at scheduling/
planning we’d love to hear from you.
Please call

Kath Lamont—01865 876609

Calling all residents of
HOLTON | LITTLEWORTH | WHEATLEY
DRIVERS DESPERATELY NEEDED
WHEATLEY VOLUNTEER CARE SCHEME NEEDS VOLUNTEER DRIVERS

Do you have any spare time to transport local residents to
medical appointments?
You will be reimbursed for your petrol cost.
So if you feel you can help us:
Please contact Kath Lamont—01865 876609

If you are unable to buy enough basic food for your household, because you don’t have
the cash or because you are unable to go out, then we may be able to help. We can
deliver within an area bounded by Chinnor, Watlington, Chalgrove, Stadhampton, The
Miltons, Wheatley, Long Crendon and Haddenham. If you need help, please phone us on
our confidential helpline 0300 201 0212 or 07541 299010.
We don’t want anyone to go hungry. Registered Charity No. 1100176
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Please note that the Wheatley Care Scheme is currently operating with a reduced
number of drivers, but the service remains available. Call 07505 543750 for assistance.
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Home & Garden

Home & Garden

April & May 2021
Celebrate Spring at Waterperry Gardens with a visit to our
Fritillary meadow. See the county flower of Oxfordshire in
all its native splendour as it flowers throughout April in
our wildflower meadow and riverside walk. To access the
ornamental gardens if you are not a season ticket holder
please pre-book a time slot in advance of your visit via our
website. Waterperry Gardens - a place to explore, relax
and shop in beautiful surroundings all year round.
For more information please visit www.waterperrygardens.co.uk
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Home & Garden

Over 25 Years Experience (Local)
Weeding, Feeding, Mowing, Growing,
Edging, Hedging and More
ALL YEAR ROUND

MARK | 07707 253491
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GARDENER
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Home & Garden

Saturdays: Family Fun on 3rd Saturday
of each month, Dinosaurs (April 17th),
Construction (15th May), Space (19th
June) from 10:00- 12:00
Weekdays 1:1 Sessions
The Maple Tree is offering 1:1 sessions
to parents needing a listening ear during
these trying times; this can be by phone,
online, in the Centre or on a walk.
Appeal for new Trustees, Advisors and
Volunteers: We are looking for people
from our local area to join our
committed and friendly group of
trustees. We are especially keen to
recruit some trustees or volunteers who
have a particular skill set in business,
accounting,
garden
design
or
fundraising. We are also looking for
volunteers to help with our sessions,
working with young children alongside
our dedicated staff team.
A big thank you to our local district
councillors who kindly gave us some
grants to buy new indoor and outdoor
play equipment and a super new
noticeboard that will soon be placed
outside the Centre displaying all our
activities. Thank you so much for
supporting us during this difficult time!

Happy Spring from The Maple Tree in
Wheatley! How exciting – the sun is
shining and the World is beginning to
open up again, and so are we!
We are continuing with our online
programme, but we will be able to hold
sessions at the Centre from April 12th.
Spaces are limited and must be prebooked
by
emailing
info@mapletree.org.uk. Covid measures
remain in place and there is a suggested
donation of £2.50 per family per session.
Messy Mondays: Play and Learn
sensory/creative activities from 10:3011:30
Tuesday: Play and Learn: Once Upon a
Rhyme-Time from 10:00-11:00
Wednesday: Well-Baby Clinic (with
Health Visitors) to be booked through
the NHS and Maple Babies: Group
support for new parents from 10:0011:00
Thursday: Play and Learn: Little
Scientists, activities for the under 5s
from 10:00-11:00
Friday: Play and Learn: Solitary Bee to
Social Butterflies: a new group for young
children (from 12 months to 3 years)
who have missed key socialising
opportunities during this past year from
10:30-11:30

We are here to help you, if you need
help, advice or support:
01865 236700
info@mapletree.org.uk
www.mapletree.org.uk
www.facebook.com/
TheMapleTreeWheatley
Laura Spencer | Centre Manager
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Morland House PPG
Morland House Patient Participation
Group, in discussion with the Morland
House team, feel that updates, via the
various parish bulletins and newsletters,
would be a good way to keep our fellow
patients notified of anything of note at
the surgery. Welcome to the first
instalment.

COVID-19 pandemic, especially the
extremely well-organised and effective
vaccination programme.
Building Works and Pharmacy
Building work started on converting The
Barn on the Morland House site in midFebruary and is expected be completed
later this summer. The Wheatley
Pharmacy, currently located on the High
Street, will move in and operate alongside
the dispensary. Thus patients will be able
to collect their prescriptions as well as
purchase their chemist needs and we
could encourage patients (and nonpatients) to utilise the pharmacy.

Covid-19 Vaccination Programme
Morland House has been busy vaccinating
its patient population since 29th Dec
2020.
As of 10th March 2021, almost 3,500
Morland House patients have had their
first Covid-19 vaccine and a further 600
will be vaccinated before Monday 15th
March.

Website
For more information on everything from
surgery opening times to the new services
(musculoskeletal
(MSK)
practitioner
service), links to self-referral services,
online access forms, and much more,
please visit www.morland-house.co.uk.

If you are aged 55 or over and you have
not yet been contacted for yours, in the
first instance you may book your vaccine
online through this website www.nhs.uk/
covid-vaccination or by phoning 119. You
may also contact the Morland House
reception team on 01865 872448 who
will be happy to help.

If you would like to contact the PPG, you
may do so via the ‘contact’ page on the
website. You may also write to the PPG
care of the surgery at London Road,
Wheatley Oxon OX33 1YJ or telephone
the reception team on 01865 872448.

Administration of second doses will start
on 19th March.
The PPG would like to express it deep
appreciation to the Surgery and NHS staff
for what they have achieved during the

Morland House PPG
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Wheatley Library | 01865 875267
Pandemic Year Summary
We are in the business of books and words. Have you
noticed how these new words have entered our frequent,
if not daily, wordscape? Some have acquired an intensity of new meaning: social
distancing, restrictions, face masks, rule of 6, working from home, must, support
bubble, tiers, stay, protect, safe…. to name a few.
From the stressful period, for everyone, of those first few weeks the library
leadership faced the magnitude of putting a library service of 44 libraries and over
250 staff ‘to bed’, branch staff suddenly found their purpose and roles put on ice,
librarians switched much of their work to delivering an online library and many of us
worked from home.
Since then, we have all got a story to tell about what we did last year and how we
fared. While we are still working many things out as guidance changes and
government information grows, we have kept the library service going. It remains
meaningful to our residents and has evolved well in some surprising ways.
Jane Mason | Leadership Team Operations Manager

For information about the following topics:
•
•
•
•

Bookstart
Home Library Service
Reading Groups
Click and Collect

during the pandemic year of 2020 please see the Friends of Wheatley Library
Facebook page, or www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/libraries,
or follow Oxfordshire Libraries on Facebook or @Oxonlibraries on Twitter
The Wheatley library staff hope that the rates of covid infections will stay low
enough for us to be able to re-open our doors in April in line with government
guidance but until we see you again, we hope you keep safe.

Wendy Stanton | Library Manager
57

Reasons To Be Cheerful
The third British Covid-19 lockdown
has felt very different to the first one,
in March 2020. Maybe because much
of the current one has been during the
long and dark Winter nights. Whether
Boris Johnson’s current exit roadmap
will transpire, and whether the world
looks and feels the same when we get
through this, I don’t know. What I do
know is, Spring has sprung.

country walk, the feeling of the wind
in your hair and the rain on your face.
Nor the taste of the remaining winter
harvests if you have a veg plot.
These little things remind us life goes
on, your gardens will awaken, and give
you the joy you had during the first
lockdown. The local green spaces will
once again be the oasis to retreat to,
as you did last year. The blue skies
seen from your windows, will trigger
past memories and visions of new
memories you will build going
forward.

The evenings are drawing out, my
lounge window is ajar through the
day, and how blissful it is to hear all
the outside sounds. Instead of the
acoustics of my accommodation, and
my own thoughts being the main
soundtrack to my life over the past
few months.

I will be back amongst you, soon
enough, but I’m currently still
shielding, awaiting my shot at the
vaccine. Get out there, even in my
absence, and enjoy nature in all its
forms. We are nature, not separate
from it. It sustains us, and, we sustain
it. Enjoy!

People are clearly looking to the
future as my phone is now ringing,
with people asking when I will start to
lead my guided walks in nature again,
and when will I recommence with my
wildlife gardening consultations? All in
good time folks, all in good time.

Happy Gardening

Wildlife Gardening Specialist
01865 747243
www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

You don’t need me to be able to enjoy
the slowly drying soil, the slight lawn
growth, the sound of the birds, the
buzz of the bees, the smells on a

Stuart Mabbutt
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Wheatley WI
www.wheatleywi.com
On a cold January evening the W.I. Zoom
Group came together to recall holiday
memories.

these delicacies are making your mouth
water you know where to go!
The 1921 Exhibition mentioned in the last
edition of the Newsletter was a great
success.

Some memories were of visiting exotic and
extraordinary places, some for being a
complete disaster and others for just being
lovely family holidays. The accompanying
photographs brought sunshine and
laughter into a gloomy winter evening.
Let’s hope more of us will be able to enjoy
the real thing this coming summer

About 250 visitors came from as far afield
as Brill, Thame and Clifton Hampden.
Although not held to make money the
unexpected number of visitors cleared
expenses and made a profit. Probably
quite a substantial one as entrance was
charged at 3d and a cup of tea 9d. As well
as all the exhibits members of Wheatley
Institute gave a demonstration of folk
dancing – present members take note!

We welcomed friends and members of
Holton & Waterperry W.I. to our February
Zoom meeting. This took us to the warmer
climes of Malawi when Geoff Yeates, the
husband of one of our members, gave a
talk on the time he and his young family
spent there in the late 1970s and the trials
and tribulations of daily life in a country
vastly different from our own. It was a
fascinating insight into the culture and life
of the country at that time. We heard
about the Mbumba, a women’s
movement, similar in many ways to the
W.I. and heard a recording of the
Malawian National Anthem, an uplifting
piece of music played at every public
occasion. The family found the people to
be friendly and helpful, especially their
house boy Edwin and his wife Mary, and
Timba the gardener who were so helpful,
especially with the children. Apparently
Edwin was also a very good cook.
Fortunately they weren’t served the local
cuisine which could have consisted of fried
grasshoppers, wings removed, green
caterpillars boiled after the removal of the
stomach or sheep’s brains on toast. If

The winter months have been very
difficult but the committee have worked
hard to ensure that all members are
included, not just those with computer
access. A monthly newsletter and quiz
have been sent to everyone as well as
birthday cards and goody bags. We are
now in the process of knitting squares and
blankets for our local women’s refuge.
Something to keep us all busy for the
remainder of the winter
W.I. members and non-members alike are
welcome to join informative and
entertaining shared virtual experiences.
Check out www.denman.org.uk for further
information.
For further information regarding our
Zoom
meetings
please
visit
www.wheatleywi.com

Stephanie Brooklyn
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The good news is that the Wheatley Society is starting to re-programme its activities for the rest
of the year. Whilst still in lockdown we held our AGM by Zoom on Thursday 25th March followed
by a presentation on Wheatley in 1911. Michael Heaton compiled this comprehensive picture of
“Life in Wheatley in 1911” based on the survey of that year and a land survey from the previous
year.
From June onwards we hope to reinstate various events starting with an outdoor wine tasting and
a croquet afternoon to take advantage of the summer. Later on, a joint activity with the Maple
Tree in a Gardener’s Question Time will be held and other events are under discussion. Hopefully
the Clever Clogs Quiz will round off the year as is traditional. Much remains tentative, but
confidence is rising that we will be able hold all these events safely.
We also take this opportunity to thank those who signed our petition regarding the late or nonexistent delivery of letters in areas of Wheatley, in particular the High Street. We collected 237
signatures and as a result wrote to Ofcom and the Headquarters of the Post Office outlining the
problems following the transfer of the sorting office in Wheatley to the East Oxford sorting office,
requesting that they investigate what was happening and take the appropriate action to restore
the postal service as soon as possible.
The Royal Mail responded as follows:
The Manager advises that your regular Delivery Officer was out of office last week and has now
returned. Due to various resourcing issues caused by the current pandemic we have been rotating
duties to ensure a delivery at least once a week minimum. The Manager has also confirmed there
is no mail outstanding within the office.
I absolutely recognise that in normal circumstances one delivery a week wouldn’t constitute a
reasonable service. However, despite our best efforts, some of our customers might experience a
reduced service in certain areas due to Coronavirus-related absences and the necessary social
distancing measures put in place to protect our people and our customers.
We do try to keep our customers as informed as we can of any changes to our services. Our Service
Update page (https://personal.help.royalmail.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/12556) is a useful
source of information and is updated daily. Please be assured we are doing all we can to maintain
and improve the standard of service you expect from us.
I sincerely hope the action taken and information provided resolves your enquiry. Once again,
please accept my apologies and thanks for bringing this to our attention.
Matthew Evans, Royal Mail Chairman’s and Chief Executive’s Office
If anyone is still having problems with the delivery of mail please let us know at
david.harverson@outlook.com or on 01865 873343.
We look forward to welcoming members back to the
Wheatley Society and for those interested in joining
please contact Leigh Darnton darnton@talktalk.net.
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Mary Hall | Chair
maryelizabethhall@hotmail.com

Wheatley Refugee Support Group
Collection for Care4Calais
6th February
Residents of Wheatley and surrounding
areas have experienced during lockdown
the loss of contact with family and friends,
along with other hardships. Many
understood the challenges that refugees
face further afield, especially at a time of
severe wintry weather and with the
effects of Covid-19. This collection for
refugees around Calais offered an
opportunity to bring clothes for reuse,
alongside many newly-bought items of
much-needed clothing, bedding and food.
Without exception everything contributed
was in excellent condition and exactly
what had been requested.
The response far exceeded our initial expectations and we were extremely thankful
that the URC, at very short notice, allowed us to store the bags ( 180 in total,
brought by nearly 100 people in the space of 2 hours ) until they could be collected
by C4C.
For information on how your generosity will help at C4C, along with other
information, go to their excellent website or their Facebook page.
On this occasion, as requested by C4C, we collected for men and boys. We plan to
organise another collection shortly after Easter to include for women and children.

WE NOW HAVE A FACEBOOK PAGE – Wheatley Refugee Support Group – read
about the Lift the Ban campaign (and complete our quick survey) and Families
Together
plus
other
news.
You
can
also
contact
us
on
wheatleyrefugeegroup@gmail.com for more information and with offers of support.
Care4Calais: www.care4calais.org

Lift the Ban campaign: www.refugee-action.org.uk/lift-the-ban
Nick Vernede

Families Together: familiestogether.uk
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A New Reality
What a few months it has been, but at last
there are signs of a new reality emerging for
us all. As you can see from the picture, the
school became a mass testing centre from
March 8th, and we had to test almost 1,000
students three times each over the first ten
days of their return to school. As in other
areas we have been overwhelmed by the
generosity of the community in enabling us
to carry out such a slick operation, and we
owe a great deal to Val Wolstenholme and
her team of trained, voluntary, testers for all
of their support, not only during that
mammoth exercise.

Wheatley Park School

This is such an important recognition of the
work we have been doing as a truly ‘Caring
School’ and it is very well deserved by our
Space2B team for the amazing work they
undertake.

We are very proud of the provision that we
supplied to our students during the 8 weeks
of national lockdown, and our attendance at
live online lessons was always around the
90% attendance level. This is an amazing
achievement, and our thanks to all the
parents, students and staff involved in the
delivery of this provision. One thing that the
experience has taught everyone is that
although we all rely on screens for so much,
we can get very tired of them, and they are
not an alternative for real human
interaction. The school has been leading the
way in the field of online education, and we
are now an ‘EdTech Demonstrator School,’
training staff and students in other schools
to take advantage of the best aspects of
online resources and teaching techniques.

We would also like to thank all of you, and
particularly the donation centre before
Christmas at the ‘King and Queen’ in
Wheatley, for the truly astounding
donations that went out to over 30 local
families just two days before Christmas. The
icing on the cake was the amazing fresh
meat and vegetable Christmas dinners that
were added to this by the Howe Trust.
The staff have also been very touched by the
thoughts of parents for them during this
difficult time, and wish to extend their
thanks to all of those that donated towards
a wonderful cake for the staffroom in
February and the additional toasters,
microwaves etc. that were donated for the
school bubbles.

We have also won a further prestigious
national award, ‘The Alex Timpson ARC (The
Attachment
Research
Community)
Attachment Award’. We were nominated
for the national Secondary category, by the
Oxfordshire Virtual School, and it recognises
best practice across the country for
excellence in the care of vulnerable children.

With our core values firmly intact and such
overwhelming support from the local
community, I have no doubt that the school
will continue to thrive far more than simply
survive as we push through what will
hopefully be the final phase of the
pandemic.

Tim Martin | Headteacher
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Welcome Back!

Wheatley CE Primary School

As we write, our school doors have just reopened to welcome back all our
children as this period of school closure comes to an end. The degree to
which children miss being in school has received deserved media attention
over these past months, as well as the incredible pressure that homeschooling has put on working parents.

We reflect with pride on the remote learning programme our staff began
planning last September so that we would be ready if…no, when… schools
had to close, and which has delivered regularly daily live sessions online for
all children, with daily feedback on the work they submit. This is alongside
recorded sessions to model aspects of learning, social meets and assemblies.
This period has required both staff and children to develop their IT skills
rapidly and one of the positive outcomes for example is that many KS2 pupils
have significantly improved their word processing skills.
Wheatley children have shown themselves to be resilient, enterprising and
resourceful and we will be focusing now on settling them back into their
school bubbles and helping them all to thrive.
Our staff have once again proved themselves to be flexible and determined
in their approach to succeed and support every child.
We would like to thank our whole school community for their continued
support over the last few months, in particular the parents/ carers and family
members who have persevered with the home learning. We look forward to
reconnecting with everyone and an exciting summer term together with lots
of outdoor learning opportunities.
Wheatley Primary School Governing Board has vacancies for a governor
(voluntary) and a clerk (paid). Please contact Liz Wickens on
liz.wickens@wheatley.oxon.sch.uk for more information on either role.
Mrs Gillian Standing and Mrs Anneka Fisher | Co-headteachers
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ASDA Wheatley Community Update
The biggest news to share in this
newsletter is that the ASDA
Foundation asked us back in January to
nominate a school in the area as part
of a digital inclusion project. As part of
this initiative ASDA were looking to
donate 7,000 laptops, with dongles
and data to schools across the UK, to
support children with home schooling
tackling those who are digitally
excluded at home.

the Howe Trust which was used to
support families in Wheatley Schools.
We are now also looking at a digital
alternative to our famous "green
tokens" given out at our checkouts but
unfortunately suspended due to Covid.

We have sent 50 local schools in
Oxfordshire a weekly meal plan
designed by nutritionists with ideas for
breakfast, lunch and snacks for a £15
budget which includes a shopping list
of all items required.

I am thrilled to announce that our
nomination has been successful for
Wheatley Park School who will be
receiving ten laptop bundles over the
next two months. I have developed a
relationship with the school since
taking on this role and know what a
massive difference this donation is
going to make to both the school and
to the families who will receive them.

As always, if you are involved with a
charity or local group and want to
discuss our community activity, please
do get in touch to see how we may be
able to help.
If you wish to get in touch, please
contact me in store or via email on
community_wheatley@asda.co.uk. A
ll of us in store would like to wish
everyone a happy new year and hope
to see you soon.

From these updates, you may be
aware that our community activity has
a number of different supporting
strands. During the latter part of last
year, we submitted a number of grant
applications to the ASDA Foundation
to help charities feed communities
over the festive period. One of the
successful applications was for £600 to

Linda Blackmore

SODC Waste Collections — April & May 2021
Collection day is Monday unless * (B. Hol)

Which bins and other items?

Apr 6th* & 19th | May 4th* & 17th

Green, brown, food & oil waste, textiles

Apr 12th & 26th | May 10th & 24th

Grey, food & oil waste, small electricals
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Key Contacts
Local Governance:
Oxfordshire County Council | 01865 792422 | oxfordshire.gov.uk
County Councillor Tim Bearder | 07789 754727 | tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Alexandrine Kantor | 07581 745221 | alexandrine.kantor@southoxon.gov.uk
South Oxfordshire DC | 01235 422422 | southoxon.gov.uk
Planning Applications | 01235 422600 | planning@southoxon.gov.uk
Wheatley Parish Council | 01865 875615 | clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Local information:
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire | 03444 111 444 | caox.org.uk
Wheatley Post Office | 0845 722 3344 | Open Mon-Fri 09:00-17:30, Sat 09:00-13:00
The Maple Tree (Children's Centre) | 01865 236700 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk
The Merry Bells Village Hall | 01865 872073 | merrybells.org.uk
Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 | wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Wheatley Park Sports Centre | 01865 872128 | better.org.uk/venues/park
Wheatley Park School | 01865 872441 | wheatleypark.org
Wheatley Primary School | 01865 872366 | wheatley.oxon.sch.uk

Services:
Police non-emergency | 101 | www.thamesvalley.police.uk
To report potholes, fly-tipping, broken paving, vandalism, etc. | fixmystreet.com
OCC Family Information Service | 08452 262636 | fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
OCC Highways | 0845 310 1111 | highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Missed Bin Collection | 03000 610610 | admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
Bulky Household Waste Collection | 01235 422406 | waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
Housing | 01235 422422 | housing@southandvale.gov.uk
GP Surgery, Morland House | 01865 872448 | morland-house.co.uk
NHS Out of Hours Service | 111 | 111.nhs.uk
Gas Emergency | 0800 111 999 | nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies
National Power Cut Helpline | 105 | ssen.co.uk
Burst pipe or leak | 0800 714 614 | thameswater.co.uk
Floodline | 0345 988 1188 | gov.uk/check-flood-risk

Transport:
Oxfordshire Comet | 01865 323201 | oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet
Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to hospital or GP surgery) | 07505 543750
Arriva (280) Bus | 0344 800 4411 | arrivabus.co.uk
Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London) | 01865 785400 | brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk
National Rail Enquiries | 03457 484950 | nationalrail.co.uk
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