
1 

JUNE | JULY | 2021 

WHEATLEY NEWS 
Published by Wheatley Parish Council 

Annual Parish Review - Pages 6 & 7 
Wellbeing Wheatley - Centre-page pull-out 
Littleworth Nature Reserve - Pages 72 & 73 



2 

Editor’s Note 

Hello and welcome to the June-July edition of the Wheatley 

Newsletter. 

 

We’ve got such a huge issue for you this time out that we’ve 

had to add another four pages to the newsletter to fit it all in! 

 

Along with the Annual Parish Review report (pages 6 & 7) and 

a special Wheatley Wellbeing feature (centre-page pull-out-

and-keep) there’s a deluge of events scheduled as the village 

starts to open up again coming out of lockdown, so make sure 

to check every page as I’ve tried to include as many as 

possible. 

 

As always, feedback, comments, and suggestions are 

welcome. 

Pete Collinson | newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

WHEATLEY 
NEWS 

Publisher 
Wheatley Parish Council 
The Parish Office 
The Merry Bells 
89 High Street 
Wheatley 
OX33 1XP 
01865 875615 
clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Distributor 
This newsletter is kindly 
distributed to all addresses in 
Wheatley and Holton by a team 
of volunteers, organised by 
Christine Vernede 
(01865) 873335. 
 
 

Disclaimer 
The views expressed in the 
Newsletter are not necessarily 
those of the Parish Council or 
the Editor, and no liability can 
be accepted for any errors or 
omissions, although we will 
publish corrections where 
necessary. 

Contributions 

The Wheatley Newsletter 
welcomes contributions 
and adverts from everyone 
in the two parishes and 
from businesses and 
organisations serving 
Wheatley and District. 
News and reports from 
village organisations are 
particularly welcome but 
contentious issues or 
articles promoting personal 
causes should be avoided. 

Submissions should be 

made by 15th July for the 
next issue. 

The Editor reserves the 
right not to print items and 
to edit items submitted for 
publication.  

Head to bit.ly/wnl-info for 
further details and to 
download a booking form. 

Wheatley FC Under 11s Getting Messi? 
 

Wheatley FC under 11s (current year 6) are looking for one or two players to 
join their squad for next season. Training is on Tuesday evenings, matches 
are on Sunday morning. If interested, please contact Gez on 07769 662799. 

Gerard Foster | Coach, Wheatley FC under 11s 

mailto:newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://bit.ly/wnl-info
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By the time you read this 
Mayday, the local elections 
and the Neighbourhood Plan 
Referendum will have come 
and gone.  I am very pleased 
to say that Wheatley 
Neighbourhood Plan has been 
adopted and will give local 
people a say in the 
development of the 
community.  I thank the WNP 
team for their hard work on 
this important document – it 
has been a hard road.  

April has been a busy time for 
many organisations, not least 
local businesses and services 
planning the ‘waking up’ from 
Covid 19 to get us back to 
some sort of normality. The 
parish council have continued 
business throughout the 
pandemic and our Open 
Spaces Committee can now 
progress plans for the Village 
Square, clearing and 
preparing the ground at Farm 
Close Lane for replanting in 
the autumn, and ongoing 
works in the Recreation 
Grounds.  

However, there is a blight on 
our horizon with the 
persistent flytipping of garden 
waste in the Memorial 
Gardens. This is an incredibly 
disrespectful act on an 
ancient burial ground and the 
council will take steps to stop 
it. Removing the growing pile 
of garden rubbish will cost the 
council money and we urge 
people to use their brown 

bins rather than public 
spaces.  

At the last WPC meeting 
councillors approved the 
contractor to cost and plan 
the new pavilion urgently 
needed at Wheatley Playing 
Fields opposite Wheatley Park 
School. The current pavilion is 
in a state of disrepair and 
badly needs replacing. Once 
we know how much the 
pavilion will cost, we can 
approach various sporting 
bodies for funding as we have 
a very healthy number of 
clubs who use the facilities. 
This is a large project, but 
research will tell you the 
beneficial effects sport has on 
mind and body and the 
wellbeing of the community. 
A new pavilion to encourage 
participation in sport is badly 
needed in the parish.  

Finally, I would like to 
mention that we currently 
have two vacancies for 
councillors in our team. If you 
are interested please contact 
the clerk. I would like to thank 
Michael Booth for his 
contribution to the council 
and wish him well on his 
move to Cambridge, and to 
thank Doug Lamont for his 
long service to our 
community to pursue other 
interests.  

Chair’s Column 

Alison Sercombe 

Meetings & Dates 

Parish Council 

Merry Bells, 19:30 

7th June 

5th July 

Planning Cmte. 

Merry Bells, 19:30 

9th June 

14th July 

Finance Cmte. 

Merry Bells, 19:30 

21st June 

Open Spaces Cmte. 

Merry Bells, 19:30 

19th July 

District Councillor 
Surgery 

Parish Office 

10:30—11:30 

12th June 

10th July 
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As I write this this during the first week 
of May, the parish council are holding 
their last two virtual meetings before 
returning to face-to-face meetings from 
17th May. We are having to take this 
approach as the legislation that 
supported virtual meetings ended on 
6th May. 
   
Unless this legislation is overturned by 
the government, the parish council will 
resume its normal meeting calendar and 
will be holding its public meetings in the 
Merry Bells (unless advertised 
otherwise). We have reviewed our risk 
assessments and will be ensuring the 
Covid secure measures will be in place to 
protect all attendees (including any 
members of the community that 
attend).  
  
The first virtual, annual meeting of the 
parish took place on 27th April, which 
was attended by over 20 members of 
the community. It was an informative 
evening, with updates shared and an 
interesting talk from both Wheatley 
Neighbourhood Plan Committee and 
Dame Sue Street, a resident of Wheatley 
who presented a talk on decision 
making, sharing comparisons to those 
taken by the local councils and 
government, when they decided to bid 
for the 2012 Olympics. Our thanks to 

Sue and everyone who attended. The 
minutes and reports from parish council 
and village organisations are available 
from www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
A copy of the parish council summary is 
available on pages 6 & 7. 
 

The parish council has also accepted the 
resignations of Cllrs Michael Booth and 
Doug Lamont, our thanks to you both for 
all your input and support to the work of 
the council. Doug especially given his 
many years of involvement with the 
council, and his leadership as Chair on 
several occasions. I would like to 
personally thank him for the support he 
has given myself, our staff and fellow 
councillors, his passion to deliver 
improvements for the community and 
his efforts with the many organisations 
he has been involved in. Thank you very 
much. 
 

We hope to fill these vacancies at the 
parish council meeting in June. Any 
member of the community that would 
like to be involved in making decisions 
for Wheatley or has a passion to make 
improvements for the wider community, 
please consider applying. More 
information is available from the 
website or by contacting the Clerk for an 
informal chat. (Advert on page 27). 

Clerk’s Column 

Michelle Legg 

The Parish Council office is currently closed to the public until further notice, 
except by appointment, but can still be contacted by email, phone, or post 

http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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Neighbourhood Plan Referendum Result and Report 
 

On 06 May 2021, in Referendum, Wheatley and Holton voters adopted the 

Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan, (version 02, post-Examination).   1,548 

[42.79%] of voters voted. 1,359 voted YES to adopt the WNP.  189 voted NO, 

against adopting it. 

 

We submitted Version 01 to SODC in September 2019. An Examiner Modified 

and Passed it as V.02 for Referendum in February 2020. COVID then 

postponed all Referenda until May this year. (For political reasons, no SODC 

Local Plan was in place either, October 2019 – December 2020. The Examiner 

lacked a yardstick against which to examine our WNP, save an older Strategic 

Plan (2012). This forced him to strike out [modify] 'on technical grounds' 

some proposed village Enhancements.  Both Examiner and SODC advised 

WNP Committee to secure a Referendum vote as a priority (for full legal 

status) and then to call for a Review. We secured that vote. SODC meet on 20 

May to adopt WNP 02. A valid SODC Local Plan 2035 (which underpins the 

WNP) has also been in place since December. In view of the time lapse of 

almost two years since we sent the WNP  for Examination in 2019, WNP 

Committee and SODC will call a Review a) to reinsert the Enhancements the 

Examiner had to remove, and  b) to take account of issues which may have 

arisen since 2019. 

 

I've thanked the Committee (21) and our 120+ Volunteers. The service of 

both has been beyond the call …  Our thanks to the wider community too, for 

patience, help and good humour towards us. This long exercise has been 

conducted  utterly openly and, we hope, for everyone's benefit. 

Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan Report 

John Fox, Roy Gordon and The WNP Committee 
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Wheatley Windmill - Come and Visit! 

Assuming the lifting of the COVID lockdown goes to plan, here are our 

upcoming open days for the remainder of 2021: 

Sunday 11th July 14:00-18:00 | Sunday 8th August 14:00-18:00  

Sunday 12th September 14:00-18:00 | Sunday 10th October 14:00-17:00 
 

Group visits can be arranged at other times. 
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Morland House PPG 

COVID-19 Vaccination Programme Update 

Morland House is currently vaccinating those in 
priority groups 1 – 9 who are still to have their 
first or second dose. 

Please do not contact us about vaccination 
appointments. We will send out invitations to 
book appointments when the vaccine becomes 
available to us and your priority group becomes 
eligible.  

If you are aged 40 or over and you have not yet 
been contacted for your first vaccination, you 
may book your vaccine online through this 
website www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination or by 
phoning 119. 

For up-to-date information please visit 
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19 

 

Bank Holiday Opening Hours 

This is a reminder that both the surgery and 
dispensary are closed over bank holiday 
weekends. Please ensure you order your repeat 
medication before Monday 25th May for it to be 
ready for collection by Friday 28th May. 

 

COVID-19 Vaccination Card 

Patients with online access to their medical 
record (through the Patient Access app) can now 
view their COVID-19 vaccination record from the 
home screen of the app. 

This new feature will automatically be visible for 
patients who have already had access to their 
detailed care record and immunisations enabled 
by their practice. 

For information on how to gain online access to 
your medical record, please go to www.morland-
house.co.uk and search ‘Online Access’. 

 

Building Works at Morland House 

Building works continue at Morland House, 
converting and extending the Barn into a space 

for Morland Healthcare Pharmacy to move into. 

Morland Healthcare Pharmacy is a joint venture 
between the partners of Morland House Surgery 
and pharmacist Jagtar Gill, who bought the 
Wheatley branch of Co-op Midcounties 
Pharmacy from the group last year. The 
pharmacy will run alongside our dispensary, 
finally allowing our non-dispensing patients to 
pick up their medication on site. 

While there should be no disruption to our 
services, access to our dispensary via the 
dispensary (glass) door has been suspended for 
the next few weeks. Access to our dispensary 
will be via the main surgery entrance door. We 
have installed a traffic light system and would 
ask that patients coming to pick up their 
medication to please read the signs and follow 
the instructions.  

 

New Care Home in Wheatley 

A new 65-bed care home is currently being 
constructed at Park Hill roundabout across the 
road from the Morland House surgery. The care 
home will be managed by The Order of St John 
Trust and is scheduled to open in late 2022. 
There have already been many discussions on 
the impact that catering for the complex needs 
of such an establishment will inevitably have on 
the Morland House clinician team’s ability to 
provide the high quality of patient care that our 
patient population currently enjoys. The PPG 
along with the Morland House clinician team are 
holding meetings with the Order of St John 
management team to facilitate a safe and 
collaborative approach to ensure the continued 
high level of patient care. 

 

Visit Morland House Website: 

For up-to-date information about our services, 
please visit www.morland-house.co.uk. 

Morland House PPG 

http://www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19
http://www.morland-house.co.uk
http://www.morland-house.co.uk
http://www.morland-house.co.uk
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Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 

We are delighted to have our doors open again – in a covid 
safe way of course!  Face coverings, hand sanitizer, 
distancing and stock that has been quarantined are all in 
place in order to take care of us all.  Do come and see us. 
 
 
Opening hours 
Tuesday 14.00-17.00, Wednesday 9.30-13.00, Thursday 14.00-17.00, Friday 14.00-
17.00 
  
We are also excited to announce the return of our annual Summer Reading 
Challenge for children. 
 
 
 
Get ready to go wild about your world by joining the FREE reading challenge 

at your local library! 
 
From 10 July to 11 September children across Oxfordshire 
can join the Wild World Heroes, Summer Reading 
Challenge 2021 to help save the environment of 
Wilderville.  
 
Collect stickers and rewards as you read library books 
over the summer holidays. 
 
Complete your challenge at an Oxfordshire Library to win 
a Wild World Heroes medal, certificate and a keyring.  

 
Under 3s can take part in a mini challenge with their own special card and stickers. 
 
Visit summerreadingchallenge.org.uk for the fun to carry on at home.   
 
 
If you finish the challenge at your local Oxfordshire Library, you will be entered into 
an exciting prize draw! 
 
Don’t miss out! 

Wendy Stanton | Library Manager 

http://www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk
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I thought to myself “something had 
to be done!” 

 

There had been no celebrations in 2020 
because of the virus, it mustn’t happen 
for a second year. I would go down by 
myself in my legendary floral hat and 
button-covered waistcoat and sing the 
May Song in Crown Square as in days 
gone by! 

As it happened, my partner Jane Kelly 
said she would come and take some 
pictures. Then I told Michael Heaton of 
my intention and he said he would come 
and make a video for the Wheatley 
archives and, in the end, Roger Bell, 
Priscilla Francis, Pam Reay and Steph 
turned up, and Pat and Polly Jeffs just 
happened to be passing so we had a 
socially-distanced chorus of the May 
Song, and Pat broke into an impromptu 
morris dance! 

We then processed to the Church Road 
Rec. (the Parish pit) where the assembled 
people of a certain age danced around 
the small mound where the May pole 
usually stands, oblivious to the bitter 
wind and the ominous skies. 

Finally, lo and behold, Gareth Morris - 
“Uncle Gareth”, “Mr. Mayday” – was 
outside the Merry Bells with Mouse and 
Trousers playing the Maypole tunes and 
the Wheatley processional – “Great 
minds think alike!”. 

 

Let’s hope next year we can enjoy a fully-
vaccinated May Day celebration. See you 
there! 

All the best. 

Wheatley May Day 

Jack Turner 

Directed by JanJoost van Elburg 

 

An hour of beautiful a cappella 

music followed by tea 

Sunday 4th July 2021 at 4pm 

St Mary’s Church, Wheatley 

Free of charge; retiring 

collection 
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In March we held our 9th Zoom Group 
meeting.  This was another show and tell, a 
format that has proved very popular.  This 
month the theme was a favourite poem, or 
saying. 

The result was a very varied programme 
with readings ranging from Wordsworth to 
Pam Ayres plus two poems written by our 
own members.  The result was a very 
varied, interesting, and at time hilarious 
evening.  The traditional, more serious 
readings, including one or two prayers, 
made us pause and reflect and others 
made us laugh, especially Pam Ayres whose 
clever rhymes are known by everyone.  
One member had researched the history of 
the W.I. anthem “Jerusalem” Apparently 
this well-known patriotic hymn was 
adopted by the suffragette movement and 
in 1924 became the anthem for the W.I.    

The evening concluded with an Easter raffle 
with five lucky institute members winning 
prizes.   

All members were delighted to receive an 
Easter goody bag put together by the 
committee.  A thoughtful gesture which 
was much appreciated. These contained a 
knitted chicken and Cadbury Egg, a Hot 
Cross Bun,, a National Federation raffle 
ticket, an Easter message and a packet of 
cress seeds, – to plant in a “whacky” 
container.  This caused much laughter at 
our April meeting with the results ranging 
from a very refined planting in a cocktail 
glass complete with umbrella and cherry to 
a more risqué offering with the unique 
upcycling of an old bra. 

In April we had a guest speaker Michele 
Jacobs who gave a talk entitled “The 
Kindness of Strangers”.  Michele is a 
resident of Wheatley and is involved in 
charity work around the world in places like 
Malawi, Vietnam, India, Madagascar and 
Brazil and has travelled to all these 
countries seeing the need first hand.  Her 
main theme for the evening was charity 
work in Malawi and we were fortunate 
enough, thanks to the wonder of Zoom, to 
be joined by her friend and colleague 
Charity who lives there.  Charity’s work 
focuses on helping women and children, 
especially women who are in prison and 
have their children with them.  Most of the 
crimes these women commit are the result 
of extreme poverty and the conditions they 
face in prison are appalling.  We heard 
some harrowing accounts of what they go 
through but also some heart-warming 
stories of these women and their babies.   
Although there is a lot of poverty and 
deprivation in Malawi in some ways they 
are happier and more joyful and 
appreciative than we are in the West. A 
very thought provoking talk which made us 
all appreciate what we have. 

W.I. members and non-members alike are 
welcome to join informative and 
entertaining shared virtual experiences.  
Check out www.denman.org.uk for further 
information. 

For further information regarding our Zoom 
meetings please visit www.wheatleywi.com 

Wheatley WI 
www.wheatleywi.com 

Stephanie Brooklyn 

http://www.denman.org.uk
http://www.wheatleywi.com
https://www.wheatleywi.com/
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Will we look back on 2021 and think of it as a year of isolation, loneliness, 

lockdown and fear?  It has indeed been all of those things, but what about if 

we could change those memories and instead reflect on 2021 as the year we 

realised how much we need to connect with each other and how important 

hope, joy and a fresh start are to us as humans? 

We at Fusion have been devastated not to be able to safely run our holiday 

club these past two summers, but it has inspired us to think creatively and to 

plan an event this August which will bring the whole community together and 

give us opportunities to go deeper as we share stories of faith and purpose.  

Welcome to ENCOUNTER 2021! 

This August bank holiday Wheatley residents are invited to encounter one 

another in a massive Big Top tent on the Littleworth playing fields. From Fri 

27th to Sun 29th, 3-8pm, our tent will host a festival of activities, talks, games, 

craft, music and food – run by Fusion volunteers from the local churches. We 

would love to invite you to gather with us in a safe open-air setting, with a 

focus on activities for kids from 3-5pm, a shared outdoor feast from 5-6pm 

and then roll into a mellow evening of entertainment for youth and adults 

including a stand-up comedian and an open-mic event. 

Encounter is basically free (small charge for food) and all are invited to turn 

up on the day and join in.  There will be the opportunity to register for 

updates and sign up for events, such as five-a-side football, available soon, so 

watch this space! 
Dan Evenhuis & Liz Wickens 
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Make a difference to your village – 
become a Parish Councillor 

 

Are you passionate about your village and its community? Would you like to be involved in 
making decisions for your village? 
If so, you could be a great parish councillor so why not join Wheatley Parish Council. 

Councillors represent, and are the voice of, our community. They can make a real difference 
by working with and listening to residents, groups and businesses. They have the 
responsibility of delivering services and facilities that improve the quality of life for residents 
and representing the interests of the communities they serve. 
Councillors decide how much money to raise through the council tax to help deliver these 
services. 

Wheatley Parish Council is made up of 15 Parish Councillors. We currently have 2 vacancies. 
 
Time commitment 

The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) research found that on average councillors 
commit three hours per week for council work. This could be attending council or community 
meetings, training, engaging with residents or representing the council at other events.  

Parish Council meetings take place once a month, with additional committees meeting 
monthly or bi-monthly. Councillors are not expected to sit on every committee. 

 

Salary & Term of Office 

Being a parish councillor is a voluntary role, but expenses can be paid. Training opportunities 
are also available  

Co-opted Councillors serve until the end of the council term (May 2023) unless they resign 
beforehand. 
 
Criteria 

To stand for election as a parish councillor to you must: 

• Be a UK or Commonwealth citizen – see electoral commission guidance 

• Be at least 18 years old 

• Live, work or own a business/land in or within 3 miles of Wheatley 

 

Co-option 

If you would like be considered for co-option on to the council, or would like more 
information, please  visit www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk, speak to one of your current 

councillors or contact the parish office clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk, 01865 875615. 

http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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A cheating government minister, 
an abandoned wife and a 
scheming press agent who turns 
on his boss: Sound familiar?  Any 
similarity is entirely intentional. 
These are all characters in 
@emele, the comic opera by 
Wheatley-based composer Roger 
Simmonds. The show is due to 
receive its world premiere in July, 
at Wheatley House, with a stellar 
professional cast, including Jessica 
Wise, Naomi Rogers and bass 
Aidan Smith who plays the 
boosterish, philandering politico.  

 

The light-hearted comedy is a 
contemporary satirical twist on 
Handel’s opera Semele.  Here the heroine is an Instagram influencer and her 
lover, Jupiter, is in disguise as a government minister who aims to be ‘King of 
the world’.  His vengeful wife, Juno, and Mercury, the messenger God who 
becomes a Cummingsesque figure, conspire to twist the press and public 
opinion. Comedy, plotting and intrigue abound until Jupiter gets his come-
uppance in a #metoo ending. 

 

Simmonds has written seven operas, which have been performed across the 
UK including at the Young Vic, and has written music for television. His 
speciality is composing music that draws on many influences from Handel to 
rock and roll, and can be performed both by professionals and by members of 
the community.  @emele also features a semi-chorus of some of the best 
amateur singers in Oxfordshire.  For a sample of Roger’s accessible style, try 
our trailer: www.oxcontemporaryopera.org/emele-excerpts. 

Celebrate the end of restrictions with a 
Wheatley World Premiere 

https://www.oxcontemporaryopera.org/emele-excerpts
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This term we have been very excited to launch 

our outdoor Active Adventure programme for 

children in all year groups. Delivered by 

qualified outdoor education instructors with 

the support of class teachers, each child takes 

part in twelve sessions of activities designed to 

develop physical skills while supporting social 

and emotional development and wellbeing. Sessions include activities like 

archery, orienteering and survival skills.  

 

In their first week children focused on working together as a team to 

complete an exciting search and rescue mission, as well as creating campfire 

pottery. Through the course of the programme, children will be given the 

opportunity to complete an outdoor adventure booklet and collect fabric 

badges which can be worn with pride on their school jumper.  

 

This has been a key part of our strategy to help children settle happily back 

into school routine after so much upheaval this year, and it has been funded 

using our PE & Sports Premium money.  

 

As a further development of our wellbeing focus, we are currently creating 

and equipping a sensory room which will be used by many of our SEN 

children – we are taking advantage of specialist advice from John Watson 

school next door to help us complete this project. 

 

Finally we are delighted to welcome a number of new volunteers in school as 

Covid restrictions ease – if you have a spare hour or two a week and would 

like to give your time to help listen to children read, especially as they try to 

catch up on many lost hours of education, do contact the school office on 

office.3165@wheatley.oxon.sch.uk and we can give you further information. 

Active Adventures    Wheatley CE Primary School 

Gill Standing and Anneka Fisher | Headteachers 

mailto:office.3165@wheatley.oxon.sch.uk
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 Wheatley Dental Practice | 01865 873314 

We are currently accepting new patients at our friendly local dental surgery. 
 Please phone our receptionists or call in for more details! 
Tooth whitening and facial aesthetic treatments available. 

Catherine Peers BDS, Emily Painter BDS  
Claudia Conde MClinDent(Prostho.)London 

Rachel Hyde RDH, Victoria Lewis RDH 
96 Church Road, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ 

wheatleydental@gmail.com 
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Howe & Co 22 

 

Mobile Fish 

& Chip Van 
 

07376 395678 
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These are the current requirements when returning to the UK from a destination that is 

on the Green, Amber or Red list. Just because a Country is on any of these lists doesn’t 

mean we are 

free to enter. 

Always check 

the FCDO 

advice for the 

Country you 

wish to travel to 

before booking. 

Janet Lewis 01865 989770 
www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/Janet.Lewis 

Janet.lewis@travelcounsellors.com 

http://www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/Janet.Lewis
mailto:Janet.lewis@travelcounsellors.com
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Unit 15 Wheatley Business Centre,  

Old London Road, Wheatley, OX33 1XW 

E: enquiries@wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com 

W: www.wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com 

 

Gemma Johnson BSc MCPod HCPC 

Podiatrist / Chiropodist  T:07969 321909 

William Johnson-Coleman BSc MISRM MSMA 

Soft Tissue Therapist  T: 07539 257542 

mailto:enquiries@wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com
http://www.wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com
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Covid-19 shone a light on some worrying wellbeing issues and inequalities within our 
community, which Wheatley Parish Council is committed in trying to resolve. As part 
of this effort the council has created a new Wellbeing Committee whose focus will 
be to work with organisations and volunteers to improve health and wellbeing 
outcomes and to develop a Health and Wellbeing Strategy for our village.   
Representatives from village organisations were invited to join and to provide an 
insight into issues and to discuss potential outcomes at the first meeting that took 
place at the end of May. The minutes will be available online or from the parish 
office. 
It is anticipated that the Wellbeing Committee will meet three to four times a year. If 
you would like to find out more, please contact the parish office.  

Wheatley Good Neighbour Scheme (WGNS)
(supported by volunteer link-up Oxfordshire) 

During the first pandemic lockdown well over a hundred people 

volunteered to help the Wheatley Support Group cope with this 

unknown and alarming situation. Many thanks to all those who 

volunteered. We are all extremely grateful to you. In time, neighbours and family took over 

the role of looking after the vulnerable and latterly very few volunteers were required. 

Although life is returning to normal, many issues have arisen in the pandemic’s wake. The 

Wheatley GNS was formed with the support of the Parish Council (as part of their Wellbeing 

remit), the Social practitioners from the surgery, the schools, the Wheatley Area Churches 

and several other groups, in order to help address some of these issues. 

The Wheatley GNS aims to promote the wellbeing of all people living in the Wheatley 

area. To achieve this, it is hoped to weave a web of connectedness throughout the area and 

continue to foster good neighbourliness.  

We would once more be very grateful for your support both as a volunteer and user of the 

scheme. Volunteers will be required to follow the WGNS guidelines, including a DBS 

certificate which the Volunteer lin- up organisation will provide. 

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact: Wheatleygns@gmail.com 

In the central page of the magazine is a list of helpful contacts which can be removed and 

kept separately. 

mailto:Wheatleygns@gmail.com
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If you are finding life difficult in the short or long term, your community is 

here for you. Listed on these pages are all the organisations that can help. 

Just contact us. 

 

Help with finances: 

Citizens Advice 08082 787907 citizens advice.org.uk — aim to give people the 

knowledge and confidence to find their way forward, whatever the problem. 

CAP—Debt counselling and advice Jill Ewbank 0800 328 0006 

jillewbank@capuk.org — this is a free service 

Turn2us.org.uk — helps people in financial need gain access to benefits, 

charitable grants and other financial help 

Help with transport: 

Wheatley Care 07505 43750 — provides transport to the surgery and other 

medical appointments 

Comet Cars communitytransport@oxfordshire.gov.uk 01865 883488 - 

provides transport for individuals or a group, including wheelchair users and 

those with mobility issues, to anywhere in Oxfordshire 

Help for families: 

The Maple Tree mapletree.org.uk —support group for families with new 

babies and pre-schoolers — on line booking info@mapletree.org.uk 

Oxfordshire Youth 01865 767899 — aims to improve life opportunities for 

young people 

Care for the Family 029 2081 0800 careforthefamily.org.uk — excellent 

support service for a wide range of family issues 
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Help with groceries: 

Community Emergency Foodbank Call:03003 309054 to register — food 

parcels delivered to your door 

Sharing Life 0300 2020212/07541 299010 sharing-lifetrust.org — foodbank 

providing essential foods (Thame) 

Help for the over 50s: 

Age UK Oxfordshire 01865 411288 — practical problem-solving advice and 

assistance 

Age UK Oxfordshire Bereavement Support 01235 426600 offer a listening ear 

and links to local support 

Other local groups: 

Wheatley Good Neighbours Scheme 01865 873737 new group of volunteers 

ready to help with everyday problems 

Howe Trust mkb@doctors.org.uk —provision of land, allotment management 

and support for the community in need 

Wheatley Charities 01865 872224 — to support Wheatley residents in 

difficulty and help young people to further their careers 

Wheatley Library 01865 875267 oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries — offers many 

online services, ebooks, audio books, resources for studying and a free 

delivery and collection service 

Wheatley Area Churches St Mary’s: achurchnearyou.com 

wheatleyurc.org.uk / wheatleycommunitychurch.org / 

corpuschristiheadington.co.uk/our-lady-of-lourdes 
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Money Worries 

Money worries cause a lot of stress. Don’t despair; there is help. 

During the pandemic it has often been difficult to control finances. If you have found you are 

over spending and you have more debt than you can manage it is important that you deal 

with it as soon as you can. There are people and organisations who can help. 

There is a lot you can do first: 

• Make a list of your bills and the dates payments are due. 

• Sort the bills into priority debts e.g. gas, electricity, phone, Council Tax, rent/mortgage 

arrears and non-priority debts e.g. Water rates- your supplier cannot cut you off, 

credit card debt, unsecured loans, hire purchase etc 

• Take your priority debts first and contact your creditors. Don’t be afraid to do this. 

Most creditors will expect you to do so and will provide a number to ring or a website 

link. Explain your problem and let them know you are dealing with your debts. Check 

if they will suspend interest charges while you do so. They might allow you to pay 

smaller amounts over a longer period or give a discount. 

• To do this, you could adapt a template for a letter or email from the Citizens Advice 

website.  

 

If in doubt Citizens Advice and CAP are there to advise you and can negotiate with your 

creditors on your behalf.  

Do be aware there are some scam companies who advertise that they will help you with debt 

problems. Be very careful and check their credentials. 

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk 

The local branch is in Thame 

 https://capuk.org/  jillewbank@capuk.org 

facebook.com/capuk   twitter.com/capuk 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Holton & Wheatley Cricket Club 

For Holton and Wheatley Cricket Club, 
the start of the season has been 
especially welcome. With the 
frustrations of lockdown behind us, the 
return of organised outdoor sport meant 
we could start on time, and three 
months earlier than in 2020. A full 
season of Sunday friendly cricket lies 
ahead! 

 

We began with our usual defeat at a 
strong Letcombe. Atanu Sinha scored 
the season's first 50 but the opposition 
batters were too good for us. A week 
later at Prestcold, Kavi Thakore's 61 gave 
us something to bowl at, but again not 
enough. Happily, our first game at our 

new home venue, Great Haseley, 
brought both victory over Haddenham 
and two more half centuries from new 
recruit Lewis Sanders and guest 
Muzammil Rehman. Four wickets from 
club stalwart Guy Burford sealed the 
win. 

 

As ever we welcome new players of any 
age or ability, whether occasionals or 
potential regulars. With games 
scheduled every Sunday, there's lots of 
opportunity to get involved. You can find 
more information or contact us via our 
website, www.hawcc.co.uk, or contact 
Hugh Kitchin on 
07788 672864. Hugh Kitchin 

https://www.hawcc.co.uk
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Wheatley Village Produce Association 

Words from The VPA 

Summer is here and plant growth in our 
gardens and allotments is at full pelt, 
whether it be the plants we chose or 
unwelcome invaders! 

 

June 

Vagaries of our weather to one side, we 
should now be able to safely plant out 
bedding, containers and baskets. Watering 
is likely to be an issue for veg and any new 
plantings. Watering in the early morning or 
late evening is most effective in addition to 
keeping the soil moist with your mulch of 
choice. Salads and new potatoes should be 
cropping. As ever, regular hoeing can 
restrain weeds from taking over. Now is a 
good time to prune spring-flowering shrubs 
and plum and cherry trees. Pinch out 
sideshoots of tomatoes if necessary, many 
varieties can happily be left. 

July 

Courgettes need to be picked regularly if 
you don’t want marrows. To watering and 
weeding, add deadheading to keep flowers 
blooming. Keep an eye on pond water 
levels. Going on holiday and there is no-
one to care for your houseplants? I have 
found lining the bath with old towels and 
adding an inch or so of water, then 
cramming in as many plants as can be 
squeezed in has worked beautifully. In fact, 
the humidity and reduced light levels 
meant the plants were better than ever! 
I’ve only tried it up to two weeks – and not 
with cacti or pelargoniums! 

 

Our VPA holiday to Hampshire is all set to 
happen on 28th June and I just can’t wait! 
Email wheatleyVPA@gmail.com with any 
queries. 

Geraldine Surman 

mailto:wheatleyVPA@gmail.com
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Finally, we are able to meet again in more natural circumstances. It may take a while for many to 
feel totally safe but greater freedom is no doubt a very welcome development. 

 

At the well-attended Zoom AGM in late March we had our first presentation of the year. 

Michael Heaton had compiled a comprehensive picture of “Life in Wheatley in 1911” based on the 
census of that year and a land survey from the previous year. It painted a very clear picture of 
village life in a bygone era. Wheatley was notably self-sufficient then as it is becoming again now. 

 

 A subsequent Zoom presentation by John Fox brought to our attention the need to vote for the 
Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan in the referendum that took place along with the votes for local 
councillors on May 6th. Thanks to everyone who helped promote the positive outcome (1359 for 
and 189 against) by putting up posters or handing out flyers. It means we will have some voice in 
future planning decisions. 

 

A programme for the remainder of the year is now being finalised. Over the summer we hope to 
have a couple of outdoor events. More and more actions are being developed jointly with other 
organizations, the Maple Tree and Sustainable Wheatley to name a couple. Further details will be 
circulated once plans are finalised. 

 

Wheatley Society intends to contribute to the Health and Wellbeing Committee the Parish Council 
is setting up to: 

• identify the many health and wellbeing issues in the village, 

• work in partnership with village organisations to help address these issues and to find 
sustainable solutions, 

• nurture and develop collaborative working between the many services and voluntary 
organisations that already support residents. 

 

This is a very positive step which emerges from the experience of Covid lockdowns and the 
realisation that some of us need more support and some of us can assist in its provision.  

We would like to thank all who have helped make our life more tolerable over the last 14 months: 
those working in the essential services, Morland House for delivering the vaccine and the many 
individuals who have made a difference. 

 

We look forward to welcoming members back to the Wheatley Society and, for those interested 
in joining, please contact Leigh Darnton: 
darnton@talktalk.net. 

Parish Newsletter 

June / July 2021 

Mary Hall | Chair 
maryelizabethhall@hotmail.com 

mailto:darnton@talktalk.net
mailto:maryelizabethhall@hotmail.com
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Wheatley Refugee Support Group 
What is the impact on a child of fleeing from 
home and country of birth, leaving behind 
grandparents and family, travelling thousands of 
miles often in great danger, and settling in a 
country where they speak a foreign tongue? As a 
youngster in that new country, how do you 
express your innermost feelings? 

In April, Wheatley Refugee Support Group 
discovered one answer through an inspirational 
Zoom poetry event, attended by over 30 people, 
when three young poets, two sisters from Syria 
and a girl from Afghanistan, shared their poetry.   
All are students from Oxford Spires Academy, a 
school with over 30 languages which celebrates 
the diversity of its students. 

Their work was inspired by Kate Clanchy, an 
author and writer in residence, who ran poetry 
workshops for students and produced an award-winning anthology, “England: 
Poems From a School”, available from Wheatley library. 

The students’ powerful, lyrical and heart-breaking poems speak of the challenges of 
lost countries, the pain of migration, and a new country. The audience was 
profoundly moved by evocative descriptions as the youngsters read their work:  
memories of the smell of jasmine and a Grandmother’s roof-garden in The Doves of 
Damascus; a lost childhood and family members left behind (My Country is Bleeding, 
Dad; My Grandpa); children sinking into the wide sea in The First Tent; and many 
more. 

One of the zoom poets, Amineh Abou Karech, won the 2017 Betjeman prize for her 
work and the young poets collaborated with the Orchestra of St John (OSJ) on the 
Displaced Voices project www.osj.org.uk/osj-connections-old/displaced-voices.  The 
anthology has been featured on national radio and TV.  

For more information or a copy of the Zoom Poetry link contact: 
WheatleyRefugeeGroup@gmail.com 

Advance Notice: Collection in aid of Global Aid Network, please bring donations of 
clean clothes in good condition to the Merry Bells on 
Saturday 19th June 10 – 12.  Maggie Guy 

Students (two of whom shared poems with 

the Wheatley Group) before performing with 

the Orchestra of St John 

https://www.osj.org.uk/osj-connections-old/displaced-voices
mailto:WheatleyRefugeeGroup@gmail.com
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Day by Day 

MONDAY 

Wheatley Oaks FC | Holton Playing Fields | 19:00-20:00 | Women 30+ | hello@coachemma.co.uk 

Dementia Active | Holton Village Hall | 11:00-13:00 | 01869 713913 | Text 07711 891028 

Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | via Zoom | 08:50-09:40 | 01865 876288 | tomgoss09@gmail.com 

Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group | 10:00-12:00 & 19:00-21:00 | Exc. bank holidays 

Beaver Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | Term time 18:00-19:00 | 01865 874997 

Wheatley Bridge Club | Holton Village Hall | 19:00 | 01865 874017 

Badminton Club | Park Sports Centre | 20:00-22:00 | 07769 827335 

Studio25 Dance Academy | Merry Bells | studio25danceoxford@gmail.com | 07808 209243 

• Junior Beginners | 16:00-17:00 | Age 7-9 

• Senior Beginners | 17:00-18:00 | Age 10+ 

 

 

 

TUESDAY 

Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-17:00 

Rugby Club Seniors Training | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | To book 07768 300314 

Wheatley Women’s Institute | Merry Bells | 3rd in month | 19:15 | 01865 558167 

Wheatley Singers | URC Hall | 19:15-21:00 | 01865 872250 | All welcome 

Wheatley Village Produce Association | Merry Bells | 2nd in month | 19:30 

Flow Fitness Pilates | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | info@flowfitness.org.uk 

Baby Ballerinas (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:00-14:30 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553 

Jumping Jellybeans (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:30-15:00 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553 

Dance4Fun Contemporary Dance | Merry Bells | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553 

• Reception to Year 2 | 16:00-16:30 

• Year 3+ | 16:30-17:15 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome 

mailto:hello@coachemma.co.uk
mailto:tomgoss09@gmail.com
mailto:studio25danceoxford@gmail.com
mailto:info@flowfitness.org.uk
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Day by Day 

WEDNESDAY 

Maple Babies | Maple Tree Centre | 10:30 & 12:30, one hour each | info@mapletree.org.uk 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 

Pop-up Pilates | Merry Bells | 18:30 & 19:30, 1 hour | info@pop-up-pilates.com | 07731 321991 

Cub Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 18:45-20:15 | 01865 874284 | Boys & Girls Age 8-10½ 

Guides & Rangers | URC | Via Zoom | Term time 19:00-20:30 | Age 10+ | wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome 

Baby Music Group | URC | Via Zoom | 10:00 | Term time only | Rachel 07505 131124 

Sweaty Mama (Mum & baby fitness) | Merry Bells | 10:00-10:45 | Alex 07814 417991 

Gathering & Short Prayers | URC | Via Zoom | 10:30/18:00 alternating | minister@wheatleyurc.org.uk 

Football Fitness | Tiger’s Retreat, Garsington | 19:00-20:00 | yohannadam@yahoo.co.uk | Age 30+ 

St Mary’s Church | 01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 

• Holy Communion | 12:00 | Must pre-book 

 

 

 

THURSDAY 

Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | via Zoom | 08:50-09:40 | 01865 876288 | tomgoss09@gmail.com 

Wheatley Walks | Car park behind 6th Form Centre | 10:00-11:00 | 01865 873430 

Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-17:00 

Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | 14:00-17:00 | Appt only, to book 01865 425909 

Rugby Club Seniors | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | To book 07768 300314 

Explorer Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 14½-18 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome 

mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
mailto:info@pop-up-pilates.com
mailto:wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:minister@wheatleyurc.org.uk
mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
mailto:tomgoss09@gmail.com
mailto:peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
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Day by Day 

FRIDAY 

Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-17:00 

Horspath Hub Coffee Morning | 10:00-12:00 | 07591 933964 

Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Boys & girls age 10½-14 

St. Mary’s Bell Tower Practice | St. Mary’s Church | 19:30-21:00 | 01865 872250 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome 

Martial Arts | Primary School Hall | 07731 512682 | mrsfox@mattfiddes.com 

• Mighty Matts | 16:30-17:15 | Age 3-6 

• Junior/Family | 18:30-19:30 | Age 7+ 

 

 

SATURDAY 

Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | Last in month | 10:00-12:00 | Appt only 01865 425909 

Scrabble Club | Location varies | 1st in month | 19:30 | 01865 872628 

Our Lady of Lourdes RC Church | 01865 762433 | corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk 
• Vigil Mass | Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. | 18:00 
 
 

SUNDAY 

Wheatley Windmill Open | 2nd in month | May to October 

Wheatley Minis Football | Holton Rugby Club | 09:00-10:00 | Ages 4-7 | 07756 608744 

St Mary’s Church | 01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 

• Holy Communion | 08:00 
• Parish Praise | 1st Sunday in month | 10:00 
• Sung Eucharist | 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday in month | 10:00 
• Food Bank Sunday | 4th Sunday in month | 10:00 | Please bring a donation for the 

Food Bank 
United Reformed Church | 01844 215513 | secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk 
• Holy Communion | 1st & 3rd Sunday in month | 10:00 
• Food Bank Sunday | 1st Sunday in month| 10:00 
• Afternoon tea | 1st Sunday in month | 14:30-16:30 
Wheatley Community Church | office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org 
• Wheatley Primary School | 10:30 

mailto:mrsfox@mattfiddes.com
mailto:corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk
mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk
mailto:office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
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YOUR Wheatley Village Archive 

Living History… 

Every day something happens in our world which will eventually 

end up in the annals of history. In Wheatley, we have had our 

own ‘history’ over the Covid period and here is some of it. On 

the Mayday Monday, Jack Turner decided that 2021 could not 

pass without some recognition of its Mayday tradition. Here he is 

singing a Mayday song! 

 

The face of Wheatley is also ever-changing with a new 

pharmacy under conversion at Morland House, to 

replace the one in High Street, and the development on 

Parkhill of a new Care Home, raising to the ground three 

erstwhile houses. 

 

The archive constantly seeks to add to its store of 

Wheatley history by recording this ‘living history’, 

but it is a sad fact that, with more photos being 

taken than ever before, less and less are being 

kept to record the current passage of life. The 

archive welcomes any contributions by e-mail to 

michael@wheatleyarchive.org.uk.  

…and a bit of the past 

The archive is constantly seeking photos of Wheatley’s 

older history and has recently added a photo of the 

‘Kelham Hall’ locomotive (5904) which used to run over 

our railway tracks. Kelham 

Hall Drive was named after it 

and the loco was named after 

Kelham Hall, Notts. 

If anyone has a photo of the last station-master, Mr. 

Kimber (‘Kimber Close’) please send this to Michael.         

Steph Cox 

mailto:michael@wheatleyarchive.org.uk
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Church News 

News from OLL 

Our weekly newsletter keeps 
parishioners informed of the 
activity in our churches, 
including the weekly Vigil 
Mass of Sunday held at 6pm 
on Saturday evenings at OLL.  
But it also teaches. 

Inspired by former Bishop of 
Oxford Richard Harries’ 
book, Seeing God in Art, our 
newsletter features art 
relating to the readings of 
the week.  On the Feast of 
the Ascension, Giotto’s 
depiction of the scene shows 
11 apostles, “Why are you 
men of Galilee standing 
looking into the sky?”  In 
Acts, chapter 1, the 11 were 
yet to elect a 12th apostle as 
a replacement for Judas. 

Our newsletter also features 
Pope Francis’s weekly 
teaching.  “Prayer is 
dialogue with God. For 
human beings, prayer 
becomes word, invocation, 
hymn, poetry,” he wrote. 
“Every human person has a 
contemplative dimension 
which is like salt that gives 
flavour to our day. To 
contemplate is not primarily 
a way of doing, but a way of 
being… Loving 
contemplation of Christ 
requires few words and can 
be put simply: I look at Him 

and He looks at me! A gaze 
is enough.” 

Our young people preparing 
for confirmation reflect on 
how to live simply and care 
for the environment.  Each 
week, their ideas are 
featured in the newsletter, 
teaching the grown-ups: “we 
try not to waste water or 
energy by not overfilling the 
kettle”; “we do not 
constantly buy new things”; 
“we put rubbish in the right 
bin”.  

We can also click on links in 
the newsletter to donate 
directly to charities like 
Friends of the Holy Land, 
supporting Palestinian 
Christians, or CAFOD, 
working with the poorest of 
the poor in the world and 
particularly supporting 
communities in Covid-hit 
India to provide home-based 
care for mild cases, raising 
awareness of the vaccine, 
and advising how to avoid 
further spread of the virus. 

Thus through contemplating 
art, reflecting on prayer, and 
encouraging action, our 
newsletter helps to develop 
our faith.  
(www.corpuschristiheadingt
on.co.uk/bulletin) 

Our Lady of Lourdes 
01865 762433 | corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk 

John Guy 

 What’s the bravest thing 
you’ve ever said? 

 

To my mind at least, the 
essence of Christianity is 
very simple. Indeed, Jesus 
tells us the two most 
important things are to 
love God with all our heart 
and to love our neighbour 
as ourselves and that 
everything else follows on 
from these two essentials. 
Sadly, over the centuries 
people and churches have 
sometimes made what 
should be simple 
inaccessibly complex! 

So, in this context, the 
Wheatley Area Churches 
committee was delighted 
to hear about the village 
Good Neighbours Scheme 
and wholeheartedly 
supports all that is being 
done. We are fortunate in 
this community to have 
individuals and groups 
offering local and very 
practical support for a wide 
range of needs. See 
elsewhere in this 
newsletter for more 
details. 

I wonder if, as you read 
this, you are struggling a 

Wheatley Area Churches

http://www.corpuschristiheadington.co.uk/bulletin
http://www.corpuschristiheadington.co.uk/bulletin
mailto:corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk
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Church News 

 

Gordon Ewbank | Chair 

little and would really value 
someone to walk alongside 
you and offer support to 
deal perhaps with 
managing debt, 
bereavement and loss, 
family pressures, collecting 
prescriptions, transport or 
jobs around the home and 
garden? Or perhaps just 
the sound of a friendly 
voice might make all the 
difference?  

Sometimes the hardest 
thing to do is to ask for 
support, but ’help’ could 
be the bravest word you 
will ever say.  

 

Looking ahead, tentative 
plans are being made to 
hold our 2021 AGM and 
annual review on the 
evening of July 15th. What 
a year it has been but as I 
write the local outlook is 
more hopeful and we can 
look ahead to the next 
twelve months with 
(positive) anticipation. 
More details of how to join 
our AGM will be available 
via any of the local 
churches. All are welcome! 

Wheatley Area Churches 

News from URC 

‘Quiz Walk around Long Crendon’ - Have Fun & Raise 
Money for Falcon School in Harare, Zimbabwe. 
We continue to raise money for Falcon School towards 
essential items and subsidised places. You can also help 
raise money by taking part in our Quiz Walk (open until 
July 15th) - an interesting and fun 
walking ‘adventure’ around the charming and historic 
village of Long Crendon. Request your quiz pack from Rob 
Holdaway, holdawayr4a@gmail.com.  or phone 01844 
202027. It will be sent to you by email or post in return for 
a donation to the Falcon School. Rob will tell you how to 
donate. 
 
Special Golden Jubilee Service and Tea on 26th June at 
3.00pm to celebrate 50 years since Revd Dr Colin 
Thompson, (Associate Minister at Wheatley URC) was 
ordained. Colin, a retired fellow of St Catherine’s College, 
has been associated with Wheatley URC since the early 
1990’s and regularly leads worship. His thoughtful 
sermons have an international following; many of them 
are online at wheatleyurc.org.uk/sermons/worship-
leader/colin-thompson. 
 
Church Anniversary Service 11th July at 5pm with guest 
preacher, former minister Tanya Rasmussen, via Zoom 
from the USA. At this service we reflect on those Wheatley 
folk who have passed on to us the Chapel on the Square. 
The ‘dissenters’ established a break-away group in about 
1795, from which we claim our descent. Today we are on 
good terms with our fellow Christians in the Wheatley 
Area Churches and very much at the heart of the 
community. We hope to meet afterwards for an 
Anniversary Tea in a garden. 
If you would like to join us for this or any other of our 
services please contact Phyllis Williams 
secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk. 

Debi Kidd 

Wheatley United Reformed Church 
01844 215513 | secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk 

mailto:holdawayr4a@gmail.com
https://wheatleyurc.org.uk/sermons/worship-leader/colin-thompson
https://wheatleyurc.org.uk/sermons/worship-leader/colin-thompson
mailto:secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk
mailto:secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk
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Church News 

Face to Face Again! 

We’re really excited to be able to meet up again in person – a milestone that we’ve 
been longing to reach as a church for some time. From June 13th, we will be back in 
the primary school, holding “hybrid” meetings, where people can choose to attend 
in person or online, and where those joining online have meaningful ways to 
participate in the service. We’re really grateful to the staff of the school for making 
this possible. 

Part of our core ethos as a church is to be a welcoming place for visitors who want 
to explore faith or “try church”, so our meeting plans include making sure there’s 
always space for visitors, so do feel free to drop in one Sunday: we get started at 
10:30. 

 

All are welcome – why not join us? For more information, or to register interest, 
head to 

wheatleycommunitychurch.org/alpha 

office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org Al McNicoll | Pastor 

Wheatley Community Church 
office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org 

 ‘Quiz Walk’ around Long Crendon  

Have Fun for Falcon School!  
‘Open' until 15th July!  

Still time to drive to the historic village of Long Crendon to follow the Falcon Quiz trail.  

No need to be an expert, no need to even complete it! Help raise funds for the Falcon 
School in Zimbabwe, a cause, we, at Wheatley URC have felt moved to support.  

It costs $10 US per month per child in school fees and in the part of Harare that this school 
has been established this might be the whole income of a family for a month.  

Our support goes towards building and furnishing classrooms and teachers’ 
accommodation, school uniforms, educational materials and to help provide free or 
subsidised places for children not otherwise able to attend.  

Request your quiz pack from Rob Holdaway, holdawayr4a@gmail.com or phone 01844 
202027. It will be sent to you by email or post in return for a donation to the Falcon School. 
Donations by direct bank transfer where possible, to Wheatley URC, reference ‘Falcon Quiz’.  

If you require further information on making a donation, please contact Chris Shelley, the 
Wheatley URC treasurer, 01865-873908.  

Let’s Walk for Falcon!  

http://www.wheatleycommunitychurch.org/alpha
mailto:office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
mailto:office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
mailto:holdawayr4a@gmail.com
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News from The Trust 
 

 

As part of the security works the Trust 
has recently carried out, there is now 
recorded CCTV around the buildings. The 
Trust is registered with the ICO to keep 
the recordings for security purposes 
only. 

 

It is good to see that local clubs have 
started to get back to some form of 
normality in using the fields. The only 
permitted users of the field are the staff 
and students of Wheatley Park School 
and registered clubs, training and 
playing matches, strictly following 
Government and the various National 
Governing bodies of Sport guidelines. 
These users, at present, include 
Wheatley FC, Wheatley Oaks FC, 
Wheatley Rugby Club and Netball. All 
users have registered with and obtained 
the NHS Covid app and are required to 
keep details of anyone attending 
sessions. There is a regime of cleaning 
and sanitising required to safeguard 
participants and to leave the facilities 
safe for others. Opening of any buildings 
other than for toilet use will again follow 
Government opening up guidelines. 

 

If anyone is interested in joining any of 
these groups, enquiries can be made 
using the contact details below. 

 

It is important that casual use of the 
fields does not take place, because 
discarded water bottles, masks and 
equipment present safety hazards for 
those having to maintain the facilities.  

 

Tennis courts are now ready for 
community use, but only outside of 
school hours. Again please register your 
use of these courts through our website 
and check in the relevant QR code which 
is posted on the court gates. 

 

Wheatley Youth Cricket Club has now 
been formed to deliver All Stars cricket 
for 5-8 year olds starting 15th July. A link 
for booking will be found on our 
website. 

 

The Trust thus welcomes views on 
activities that anyone or any group 
might like to see taking place in the 
future, including under the new 
floodlights on the tennis/tarmac area.  

 

 

Do get in touch at: 

enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk 

www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk 

Paul Willmott | Chairman 

Wheatley Playing Field Trust 

mailto:enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
http://www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
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Wheatley Charities 

Would you be surprised to learn that Wheatley Charities has been in existence 

for well over 300 years? 

The oldest contribution is probably the Town Meadow, a field in the parish of 

Wheatley held by the Trustees of the Charity. In 1688 Dame Elizabeth Curzon 

gave £100 for the apprenticing and schooling of poor children and this sum 

together with £100 from Joseph Sims was invested in 1773 for the purchase of 

land at Chalgrove. This was requisitioned by the Air Ministry in WW2 and 

subsequently acquired by the Martin Baker Aircraft Company. 

 

Fast forward to 2021 and Wheatley Charities - through its honorary five 

Trustees - administers two funds for which residents of the Wheatley parish 

are eligible. Both schemes hark back to the original purpose for which the 

charity was set up in the 17th century, namely for the benefit of poor persons 

living in the parish who can apply for financial assistance, and for the support 

of apprentices, students, and trainees under the age of 25 in order to assist 

them to pursue a trade, profession or education at college or university. 

 

Applications for the former should be made to the Chairman, Rev. Nigel 

Hawkes, and will be considered in strictest confidence.  

 

Applications for the latter, i.e. grants in support of some of the costs of on-the-

job training or academic study, are open now and should be addressed to the 

Secretary with awards to be announced in September of this year. 

Applicants must be residents of Wheatley (including Littleworth but not 

Holton) under the age of 25. 

If you are a school leaver in 2021 having passed your GCSEs or A-Levels and 

are about to start an apprenticeship you will be given priority although 

university applicants should also apply. 

 

Application forms are available, and can be requested from the Secretary, Ralf 

Eller, by emailing ralfeller@hotmail.com, to whom they should be returned 

electronically no later than Friday, 27th August, 2021. 

Ralf Eller | Secretary 

mailto:ralfeller@hotmail.com
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Calling all residents of 

HOLTON | LITTLEWORTH | WHEATLEY 

DRIVERS DESPERATELY NEEDED 
WHEATLEY VOLUNTEER CARE SCHEME NEEDS VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 

Do you have any spare time to transport local residents to 

medical appointments? 

You will be reimbursed for your petrol cost. 

So if you feel you can help us: 

Please contact Kath Lamont—01865 876609 

WHEATLEY CARE 
VOLUNTEER TEAM MEMBER 

Wheatley Care is looking for a third co-ordinator to join their 
team of volunteers to help manage booking requests and driver 

allocations (on average 30 per month) 
If you like speaking to people and are good at scheduling/

planning we’d love to hear from you.  
Please call 

Kath Lamont—01865 876609 

If you are unable to buy enough basic food for your household, because you don’t have 
the cash or because you are unable to go out, then we may be able to help. We can 

deliver within an area bounded by Chinnor, Watlington, Chalgrove, Stadhampton, The 
Miltons, Wheatley, Long Crendon and Haddenham. If you need help, please phone us on 

our confidential helpline 0300 201 0212 or 07541 299010. 

We don’t want anyone to go hungry. Registered Charity No. 1100176 

Please note that the Wheatley Care Scheme is currently operating with a reduced 

number of drivers, but the service remains available. Call 07505 543750 for assistance. 
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Over 25 Years Experience (Local) 

Weeding, Feeding, Mowing, Growing, 
Edging, Hedging and More 

 

ALL YEAR ROUND 
 

MARK | 07707 253491 

GARDENER 
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It’s been said to me quite regularly recently, 

that there are more birds around this year, 

and their breeding season is full of even 

more vigorous song this time too. 

I don’t know if I fully agree with these 

anecdotal statements, as I’m wondering if 

the restrictions on all our lives during the last 

year or so, due to Covid, has made us take 

more notice than usual of what’s going on 

around us, that we may have missed 

engaging with during that lockdown time. 

Bird song included. 

If the birds are actually doing well coming 

out of lockdown, and it’s not just down to 

increased awareness on our part, then lets 

see why that is, scientifically. Replicating that 

in future years. We’re all custodians of the 

little bit of the environment around us, so 

we have a duty of care towards it. 

I’ve always said, I don’t have all the answers, 

as my job is to keep us all thinking about the 

big issues. Keeping them in our collective 

consciousness, and these issues deserve our 

attention, and need talking about more 

often. 

Happy Gardening 

Wildlife Gardening Specialist 

01865 747243 

www.wildmaninspires.co.uk 

Stuart Mabbutt 

Consciously Maintaining Our Awareness  
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June & July 2021 
Waterperry Gardens – eight acres of inspirational gardens steeped in horticultural history. Choose from a 
huge range of quality plants, enjoy some retail therapy in the gift barn, gallery (gallery open Fri-Tues) and 
garden shop. Don’t miss a visit to our Rural Life Museum, housed in an 18th century granary building it 
offers visitors a unique and interesting collection of bygone horticultural, agricultural and domestic tools, 
which give a flavour of life gone by.  
Whether you’re dropping by or spending the day, looking for a quick cup of coffee and a scone or 
planning to relax over a leisurely lunch, no visit to Waterperry Gardens is complete without including the 
Tea Shop.  
Rare Plant Fair 16 June: Browse stalls specialising in both rare and traditional plants  
Summer Screens 8 - 10 July: A stunning venue, beautiful sunsets, fantastic drinks, delicious food, friends, 
family, loved ones and of course, a stellar line up of the finest films, back on the big screen for some 
starlit movie action!  
Celebrating Ceramics 16 - 18 July: A festival showcasing over 100 diverse ceramic artists.  
The Secret Garden 24 July: Brand new, family-friendly, dance adaptation of the best-selling novel by 
Frances Hodgson Burnett.  
Beauty and the Beast 31 July: IKP return with a brand new, “delightfully daft” (The Stage) retelling of the 
classic story Beauty and the Beast.  

For more information please visit www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 

http://www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
http://www.waterperrygardens.co.uk
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Hello from The Maple Tree! 

Have you seen our lovely new notice 
board? Many, many thanks to Chris our 
fab Chairperson, Yu-Ho, a wonderful 
volunteer and the splendid Doug and 
Geoff from the Wheatley Wanderers! 

As government restrictions are lifted, we 
are cautiously optimistic and gradually 
opening. Spaces are still limited and must 
be pre-booked by emailing 
info@mapletree.org.uk. Covid measures 
remain in place and there is a suggested 
donation of £2.50 per family per session. 
Check out our Website and Facebook 
pages for special events, holiday 
programmes and helpful information. 

Messy Mondays: Play and Learn sensory/
creative activities from 10:30-11:30 

Tuesday: Play and Learn: Once Upon a 
Rhyme-Time from 10:00-11:00 and Toddle 
and Talk from 11:30-12:30pm. Online - 
Story Time 

Wednesday: Well-Baby Clinic (with Health 
Visitors) to be booked through the NHS 
and Maple Babies: Group supports for 
new parents from 10:00-11:00 and 12:00-
1:00. Online - activities for babies  

Thursday: Play and Learn: Little Scientists, 
activities for the under 5s from 10:00-
11:00 

Friday: Play and Learn: Solitary Bee to 
Social Butterflies: a new group for young 
children (from 12 months to 3 years) who 
have missed key socialising opportunities 
during this past year from 10:30-11:30. For 

the weekend online - ideas and activities 
suitable for the whole family 

Saturdays: Family Fun on 3rd Saturday of 
each month, Space (19th June), Under the 
Sea (18th July) and Endangered Animals 
(15th August) from 10:00- 12:00 

Weekdays 1:1 Sessions 

The Maple Tree is offering 1:1 sessions to 
parents needing a listening ear during 
these transitional times; this can be by 
phone, online, in the Centre or on a walk. 

We are looking for Volunteers! Would like 
to join our committed and friendly group 
of trustees? Or are you interested in 
helping with our sessions, working with 
young children alongside our dedicated 
staff team? Or fundraising? Do you have a 
lot of spare time or just an hour a week? 
All welcome! 

 

We are here to help you, if you need 
help, advice or support: 

01865 236700 or 07849 466249 

info@mapletree.org.uk 

www.mapletree.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/
TheMapleTreeWheatley 

Laura Spencer | Centre Manager 

mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
http://www.mapletree.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley
https://www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley
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Did you know that Wheatley has a recently-restored wildlife resource 
right on its doorstep? Owned by Oxfordshire County Council, 
Littleworth Nature Reserve occupies the site of a former railway cutting 
that was briefly used for landfill in the 1970s. The site was covered over 
and planted with trees in 1978/9 and has now matured into an amazing 
natural resource. 
 
Until recently, the Nature Reserve 
was somewhat overgrown and the 
central path had become almost 
impassible. The upper path on top of 
the southern embankment had 
become completely blocked with 
fallen trees, and the two were only 
connected by a hazardous scramble 
up a steep bank at the end. 

Littleworth Nature Reserve  

 
At the beginning of 2021 a group 
called the ‘Friends of Littleworth 
Nature Reserve’ was formed to halt 
this decline and restore access. They 
have worked to clear scrub and fallen 
trees, and have established an 
extension loop which connects the 
two paths, thus creating a new 
circular route. The Friends have a 
Facebook group of the same name 
where news, shared experiences and 
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Littleworth Nature Reserve  

plans for the future are 
regularly posted. The group is 
available for all to join. 
 
The entrance to the Nature 
Reserve is easy to find as it is 
adjacent to the southern end of 
the new steps through the 
former railway cutting in 
Littleworth. For users of 

what3words, the precise location is ///scarred.tonality.teaches. 

Geoff Stephens | Friends of Littleworth Nature Reserve 
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SODC Waste Collections — June & July 2021 

 Collection day is Monday unless * (B. Hol)  Which bins and other items? 

 Jun 14th & 28th | Jul 12th & 26th  Green, brown, food & oil waste, textiles 

 Jun 7th & 21st | Jul 5th & 19th  Grey, food & oil waste, small electricals 

ASDA Wheatley Community Update 

It has been over a year since the green 
token giving scheme was suspended due 
to COVID19, but I can now let you know 
that it is returning. Nominations are open 
for you to tell us which causes you would 
like us to support. Green token giving is to 
support small, local and grass roots 
organisations which must have a positive 
impact on your local community to 
improve lives. Groups must be not for 
profit and income must be less than 10m a 
year. Green token giving does not support 
national charities, international charities, 
animal charities or individuals. Charities 
may only be nominated once every 12 
month calendar and may not apply to 
multiple stores. 
 
You can nominate a cause by completing a 
‘Nominate a cause form’ in store by 
handing into the customer service desk, or 
send by email to 
community_wheatley@asda.co.uk for 
nominations for Wheatley. 
 
A digital 'green token' version will be 
launched, for you to be able to vote online 
and once restrictions allow, our in store 
activity will resume as before. These will 
be shorter voting periods this year, but the 
group with the most votes will receive a 
£500 donations and runners up will be 
receive £200. 
 
We have supported eight charities and 
causes with grants applications so far in 

2021 and are waiting for further guidance 
on what grants will be available for the 
rest of the year;  so please do continue to 
get in touch if you think we may be able to 
help. Please be aware that following the 
lifting of restrictions, hopefully outreach 
activity will resume. 
 
We have continued to be overwhelmed by 
donations to our fight hunger food bank 
trolley, and you will notice a new counter 
by the trolleys where we will be updating 
with the number of trolleys donated. Local 
Wheatley resident and volunteer Dick 
Robinson has continued to be a huge 
support since the start of the pandemic, 
collecting these donations weekly. 
 
Lastly, I would just like to thank everyone 
for their support recently, with our 
unmanned Easter egg trolley which was 
distributed by the Oxford Health Charity to 
provide Easter eggs for staff at the 
community hospitals. Over 50 eggs were 
donated which was truly appreciated by 
those working during such a challenging 
year. 
 
If you wish to get in touch, please contact 
me in store or via email on 
community_wheatley@asda.co.uk.    All of 
us in store would like to wish everyone a 
happy new year and hope to see you soon. 

Linda Blackmore 

mailto:community_wheatley@asda.co.uk
mailto:community_wheatley@asda.co.uk
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Local Governance:     

Oxfordshire County Council | 01865 792422 | oxfordshire.gov.uk 

County Councillor Tim Bearder | 07789 754727  | tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

District Councillor Alexandrine Kantor | 07581 745221 | alexandrine.kantor@southoxon.gov.uk 

South Oxfordshire DC | 01235 422422 | southoxon.gov.uk 

Planning Applications | 01235 422600 | planning@southoxon.gov.uk 

Wheatley Parish Council | 01865 875615 | clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Local information:     

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire | 03444 111 444 | caox.org.uk 

Wheatley Post Office | 0845 722 3344 | Open Mon-Fri 09:00-17:30, Sat 09:00-13:00 

The Maple Tree (Children's Centre) | 01865 236700 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk  

The Merry Bells Village Hall | 01865 872073 | merrybells.org.uk 

Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 | wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Wheatley Park Sports Centre | 01865 872128 | better.org.uk/venues/park 

Wheatley Park School | 01865 872441 | wheatleypark.org 

Wheatley Primary School | 01865 872366 | wheatley.oxon.sch.uk 

Services:     

Police non-emergency | 101 | www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

To report potholes, fly-tipping, broken paving, vandalism, etc. | fixmystreet.com 

OCC Family Information Service | 08452 262636 | fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

OCC Highways | 0845 310 1111 | highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Missed Bin Collection | 03000 610610 | admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk 

Bulky Household Waste Collection | 01235 422406 | waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk 

Housing | 01235 422422 | housing@southandvale.gov.uk 

GP Surgery, Morland House | 01865 872448 | morland-house.co.uk 

NHS Out of Hours Service | 111 | 111.nhs.uk 

Gas Emergency | 0800 111 999 | nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies 

National Power Cut Helpline | 105 | ssen.co.uk 

Burst pipe or leak | 0800 714 614 | thameswater.co.uk 

Floodline | 0345 988 1188 | gov.uk/check-flood-risk 

Transport:     

Oxfordshire Comet | 01865 323201 | oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet 

Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to hospital or GP surgery) | 07505 543750 

Arriva (280) Bus | 0344 800 4411 | arrivabus.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London) | 01865 785400 | brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk 

National Rail Enquiries | 03457 484950 | nationalrail.co.uk 

Key Contacts 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:alexandrine.kantor@southoxon.gov.uk
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/
mailto:planning@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://www.caox.org.uk/
mailto:hayley@mapletree.org.uk
http://merrybells.org.uk/
mailto:wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/south-oxfordshire/park
https://www.wheatleypark.org/
http://www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk/
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
https://www.fixmystreet.com/
mailto:fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
mailto:waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:housing@southandvale.gov.uk
http://www.morland-house.co.uk/
https://111.nhs.uk/
https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies
https://www.ssen.co.uk/Home/
https://www.thameswater.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/public-transport/accessible-transport/bookable-transport
https://www.arrivabus.co.uk/
https://brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk/
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
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