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Editor’s Note 

Hello and welcome to the August-September edition of the 

Wheatley Newsletter. 

Alongside all the great articles in this issue, we’ve also got a 

raft of new and exciting events advertised that cater for all 

kinds of different interests: There’s the Xplorer Family 

Challenge (p37), a Summer Singing Day (p49), a Popup Refill 

Shop (p52), a Clubs & Societies Fair (p53), and even Oakfest to 

look forward to (back cover), if you fancy going ‘full-festival’. 

All in all it’s great to see the community sparking back to life 

for the summer months and providing interesting and diverse 

opportunities to get out and about. 

 

Happy summer! 

 

As always, feedback, comments, and suggestions are 

welcome. 

Pete Collinson | newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

WHEATLEY 
NEWS 

Publisher 
Wheatley Parish Council 
The Parish Office 
The Merry Bells 
89 High Street 
Wheatley 
OX33 1XP 
01865 875615 
clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Distributor 
This newsletter is kindly 
distributed to all addresses in 
Wheatley and Holton by a team 
of volunteers, organised by 
Christine Vernede 
(01865) 873335. 
 
 

Disclaimer 
The views expressed in the 
Newsletter are not necessarily 
those of the Parish Council or 
the Editor, and no liability can 
be accepted for any errors or 
omissions, although we will 
publish corrections where 
necessary. 

Contributions 

The Wheatley Newsletter 
welcomes contributions 
and adverts from everyone 
in the two parishes and 
from businesses and 
organisations serving 
Wheatley and District. 
News and reports from 
village organisations are 
particularly welcome but 
contentious issues or 
articles promoting personal 
causes should be avoided. 

Submissions should be 

made by 16th September 
for the next issue. 

The Editor reserves the 
right not to print items and 
to edit items submitted for 
publication.  

Head to bit.ly/wnl-info for 
further details and to 
download a booking form. 

Wheatley Information Booklet 
 

Wheatley Parish Council have committed to updating the 2015 edition of the Wheatley 
Information Booklet. 

Tim Blightman and Doug Lamont have volunteered to help with this and will be in contact 
with groups and organisations, to check and update details. 

Any new organisations not included in the current edition can contact 
clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk with their details, for inclusion in the next edition. 

mailto:newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://bit.ly/wnl-info
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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I want to spend time in this edition’s Chairs Column on parish 
council achievements during lockdown. This period has been 
incredibly difficult for us all and shone a light on some gaps in our 
community. I want to pay tribute to all of our community groups 
who have tirelessly supported people in a worse position than 
themselves. Last month we held an inaugural  meeting of the WPC 
Wellbeing Committee which will bring all support groups together 
and look at where we can target support to help those in need. 
Councillor Wilmott will chair this group.  

We have completed the improvements to Farm Close Road 
recreation ground for our smaller children with new equipment and 
environment friendly planting. I give all of our stakeholders in this 
project our heartfelt thanks. We have met with the Rev Nigel 
Hawkes and representatives from the Friends of St Mary’s to 
support them in maintaining the churchyard which is now closed for 
burials - an update on that will follow in the next edition. By the 
time you read this the Open Spaces Committee will have selected a 
contractor for the work to update and refresh the village square and 
plans will be posted on the noticeboard outside the Parish Office 
when we have them. I would also like to say welcome to Frances 
and Peter, our new councillors, they bring new skills to our team. 

Finally, a word from Councillor Coxon who has been working on the 
traffic problem at Littleworth Road.  ‘As Wheatley residents, the 
Parish Council are very much aware of the problems we have with 
traffic in the village. Heavy goods vehicles damage roads and 
buildings, and reckless driving poses a significant threat to residents’ 
safety. We have, in collaboration with the schools and with support 
from residents, already initiated plans to tackle traffic issues on 
Littleworth Road, but we know that the problem is wider than that. 
We need to look at the village in its entirety to identify problems, 
come up with solutions, and make sure that any plans we 
implement won’t have knock on effects elsewhere. This presents a 
significant challenge and we want to work with residents to make 
informed decisions that have successful outcomes. Over the next 
few months we want to set up a Speedwatch group to identify areas 
where speeding is problematic and direct the police to problem areas – please get in touch with 
us if you are willing to help – we need your support! In addition, following discussions with our 
Neighbourhood Officer, TVP are now working with Trading Standards to set up an operation to 
catch HGVs traversing the village in breach of the weight restrictions. While these early steps 
are encouraging, we need to work together to see a successful outcome. If you are interested in 
getting involved please contact carmencoxon@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk. We look forward 
to hearing from you.’ 

Please support us with this endeavour. We do want our community to 
be safe! 

Chair’s Column 

Alison Sercombe 

Meetings & Dates 

Parish Council 

Merry Bells, 19:30 

6th September 

Planning Cmte. 

Merry Bells, 19:30 

11th August 

8th September 

Open Spaces Cmte. 

Merry Bells, 19:30 

20th September 

District Councillor 
Surgery 

Parish Office 

10:30—11:30 

14th August 

11th September 

mailto:carmencoxon@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Since the last edition, your parish councillors 
have met in person, twice,  whilst following 
Covid-19 protocols. I must admit, sitting in 
what can only be described as exam 
conditions with masks, has been a challenge, 
but it was nice to see councillors and 
residents and for topics to be discussed face-
to-face. 

The parish office does still reman closed to 
the public unless you have a pre-arranged 
appointment. We hope to reopen in 
September. You can still contact the Clerk or 
Assistant Clerk using the contact details on 
page 2. 
 

In June the council co-opted and welcomed 
Frances Burnett and Peter Ramsdale onto 
the council. Their appointments bring the 
council to full capacity (15 councillors). A full 
list of contact details, committee 
membership and roles are available from our 
website or from the parish council 
noticeboard. (Outside the office at 89 High 
St). 

At the same meeting, the council approved 
its Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return, which was then submitted to its 
External Auditor. We now await their report. 
Copies of the documents are available from 
the website. 

Clerk’s Column 

Michelle Legg 

The Parish Council office is currently closed to the public until further notice, 
except by appointment, but can still be contacted by email, phone, or post 

It has and will continue to be a busy few months. Please read on in the newsletter for 
information on: 

 

• Having your say on how the Parish Council Communicate with you – Wheatley Parish 
Council uses many different methods of communication to share information with you 
and we are inviting the community to share their views on these methods, including 
Wheatley News, our website, posters, and our meetings. The survey takes around 7 
minutes to complete—See page 5 opposite. 

 

• Farm Close Road Recreation Ground improvements—Wheatley Parish Council have 
completed the improvements to Farm Close Road Recreation Ground. The final stage 
of the work created a new pollinator friendly area of planting, with its own insect 
hotel—See page 7. 

 

• Cuppa, Cake and a Chat – Wheatley Parish Council will be hosting a free ‘Cuppa, Cake 
and Chat’ afternoon on Monday 23rd August from 1.30-3.30pm in the Merry Bells. 
Everyone is welcome and we would especially like to open the invite to residents who 
have been isolating or would like some company. Free coffee, tea, cake and a friendly 
face are on offer—See page 6. 
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Anti-social behaviour 

We have been saddened to hear of several incidents of anti-social (ASB) and racist behaviour 
in the village. These have been reported to Thames Valley Police (TVP) who have increased 
their patrols in the village. This type of behaviour is not welcomed, and we urge all residents 
to report ASB to TVP. This can be done either using the non-emergency 101 number or their 
website www.thamesvalley.police.uk. The more incidents are reported the more resources 
can be allocated. 

Fly Tipping 

Several incidents of fly-tipping have been reported to South Oxfordshire District Council 
(SODC) and to OCC. 
Dumped furniture, beds, garden waste or other inappropriate waste is illegal and unsightly. 
Large items can be disposed of at recycling sites, or SODC can collect up to three items for a 
cost of £45. 
All garden waste should be composted or disposed of in brown garden waste bins or taken to 
recycling centre. 

Farm Close Road Recreation Ground Improvements complete 

Wheatley Parish Council have completed the improvements to Farm Close Road Recreation 
Ground. The final stage of the work created a new pollinator-friendly area of planting, with 
its own insect hotel.   

The new section of planting includes a mix of shrubs and pollinator-friendly plants, that will 
offer food and shelter for bees, butterflies, and other insects, throughout the year. Further 
shelter is provided with the upcycled insect hotel, made from pallets, tubes, wood, moss and 
other recycled items, located within the village. 

The new play area, installed in October 2020, is already attracting many children and their 
families, who enjoy exploring the site and the train-themed play features, swings, and 
additional seating. 

The project was delivered by Wheatley Parish Council with financial support from Section 
106 funds, South Oxfordshire District Council Capital Grant, and a contribution from 
Oxfordshire County Councillor Tim Bearder’s Priority Fund. 

Update on Village Square 

Improvements to Village Square got the go ahead from Wheatley Parish Council at a recent 
council meeting. The improvements will see new oak panels on the benches and new oak 
seating installed around the raised beds. New rectangular planters will be created and placed 
between the seating area and disabled parking, with a second planter placed close to the 
garages. 
All of the oak has been sourced and milled in Oxford. Plants and shrubs will be sourced from 
local nurseries and will create a welcoming area to sit. 
 For more details please read the minutes from the Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 
19th July 2021. Copies are available from www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk or from the 
Parish Office. 

https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk
http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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The History File 
Going West 

They nicknamed the King's Arms the 

'Facing Bothways'. In 1789 Parliament 

opened Shotover Valley before 

'disturnpiking' Shotover Hill, the end of 

the London-Oxford Tollroad. Crime and 

steep-worn slopes had made it grim, 

with passengers having to walk as a 

cock-horse and rider helped pull their 

carriage.  Toll Gates vanished after 

1870 and Shotover Valley became 

today's A40. One London terminus was 

near Tyburn gallows, by today's Marble 

Arch. Ritual cart-journeys 'went west' 

there from Newgate prison.  Highway 

robbers, cattle thieves, forged coin 

utterers, and murderers were hanged 

by the road, but no-one welcomed a 

parish gallows. The isolated Milton 

Common cross-roads where the 

London-Oxford Toll crossed Shillingford

-Thame Toll was ideal. One 

highwayman took 15 guineas from 

passengers, but tipped driver and 

postillion a shilling. Another chased a 

coach or riders from Tetsworth to 

Wheatley. The relieved riders/

coachload relaxed on Shotover – before 

the Tetsworth highwaymen's 

accomplices ambushed them.  In 1739, 

Charles Wesley, the Methodist 

founder's brother, was courteously 

robbed. The offender accepted coins 

offered from one pouch, but declined 

to search a second – containing much 

more!  At Milton Common in 1785, by 

the Three Pigeons, they hanged John 

Price. He had deserted three regiments 

and pocketed three King's Bounties 

too! He borrowed a knife from a Gt 

Milton man to 'cut a stick', then knifed 

him. The man lived – and testified. 

Price confessed to a large crowd, (as 

did most criminals). His remains caged 

in a warning gibbet were hung at 

Milton crossroads.  

John Fox 

London Rd (Rt) led to the new Shotover Valley and 
Backside Rd [later Church Rd] led to the newly disused 

Shotover Hill. 
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Calling all residents of 

HOLTON | LITTLEWORTH | WHEATLEY 

DRIVERS DESPERATELY NEEDED 
WHEATLEY VOLUNTEER CARE SCHEME NEEDS VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 

Do you have any spare time to transport local residents to 

medical appointments? 

You will be reimbursed for your petrol cost. 

So if you feel you can help us: 

Please contact Kath Lamont—01865 876609 

WHEATLEY CARE 
VOLUNTEER TEAM MEMBER 

Wheatley Care is looking for a third co-ordinator to join their 
team of volunteers to help manage booking requests and driver 

allocations (on average 30 per month) 
If you like speaking to people and are good at scheduling/

planning we’d love to hear from you.  
Please call 

Kath Lamont—01865 876609 

If you are unable to buy enough basic food for your household, because you don’t have 
the cash or because you are unable to go out, then we may be able to help. We can 

deliver within an area bounded by Chinnor, Watlington, Chalgrove, Stadhampton, The 
Miltons, Wheatley, Long Crendon and Haddenham. If you need help, please phone us on 

our confidential helpline 0300 201 0212 or 07541 299010. 

We don’t want anyone to go hungry. Registered Charity No. 1100176 

Please note that the Wheatley Care Scheme is currently operating with a reduced 

number of drivers, but the service remains available. Call 07505 543750 for assistance. 
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Over 25 Years Experience (Local) 

Weeding, Feeding, Mowing, Growing, 
Edging, Hedging and More 

 

ALL YEAR ROUND 
 

MARK | 07707 253491 

GARDENER 
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August & September 2021 
Waterperry Gardens is more than just a beautiful garden in summer bloom during August. With 
inspirational gardens and plants, expert advice, sumptuous food and great ideas for the home and 
garden, it really is the perfect place to come with family and friends. 
Fairy Tale Trails: 6 Jul till 1 Sep Take a tumble into a magical adventure at Waterperry Gardens 
throughout the summer holidays. Follow the clues to find the fairy tale characters hidden around the 
ornamental gardens to complete your quest. £3 per child with a prize, please pre-book* a time slot in 
advance of your visit via our website (children must be accompanied by an adult paying normal garden 
entrance fee). 
Moonrakers: 1 Aug, 6pm Join us for an informal concert of folk songs and tunes in the beautiful 
surroundings of the amphitheatre. 
Waterperry Opera Festival: 12 till 21 Aug Waterperry Opera Festival will return with an ambitious ten-
day open-air Covid-safe festival in August 2021. This year’s programme will include seven productions, as 
well as a variety of workshops, masterclasses, talks, and pop-up performances. 
Richard II by Quandry: 10 Sep, 7.30pm This fearless adaptation blends Shakespeare’s text with visceral 
movement and live electronic music. The gardens are open in aid of the National Garden Scheme on 
Sunday 19 th September. 

*Current Covid-19 (Coronavirus) regulations 

For more information please visit www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 

  

 Mowers - We need you!                      

Our churchyard needs attention 
Many families in Wheatley have relatives or friends buried in the churchyard. This 

space is maintained by volunteers, who give their time up freely. 

Join a group of mowers on Monday mornings (or any convenient 

time) during the summer months for good company, a good deed 

and a chat over coffee.  An hour or two would be more than helpful. 

Those in Wheatley and others who have moved elsewhere will thank 

you.  

Please contact clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk or call 

07462300799 
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http://www.waterperrygardens.co.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Dates for the Diary: 

 

Summer Fete and BBQ, 17th 
September at the Maple Tree from 
3:00-5:00pm. 

There will be traditional fete stalls, 
refreshments for sale, including a 
BBQ, selling hot dogs and burgers, 
and Summer Draw! Tickets are priced 
£1 each. Winning tickets will be 
drawn at the fete. First prize is £100 
cash and there will be many more 
prizes, including bottles of wine, local 
cafe vouchers, an organic veg. box 
and a season ticket for Waterperry 
Gardens. All proceeds will go the The 
Maple Tree. 

 

Gardeners’ Question Time, Friday 
8th October, at Mill View Garden 
Centre 

A fundraising event in aid of The 
Maple Tree Children’s Centre, 
organised in partnership with the 
Wheatley Society.   

Times: 6pm Mill View Garden Centre 
late opening; 7pm Reception with a 
welcoming glass of wine and nibbles, 
7.30 Panel starts, 9.30 Close 

Tickets: £10 can be obtained from: 
The Maple Tree, The Wheatley 
Society and Mill View Garden Centre. 
The panel, Chaired by Kevin Heritage, 
will include Rachel Wood, Head 
Gardener of Woodperry House and 
Sue Bedwell, Chair, Friends of 
Waterperry. Please send your 
questions in advance, by 1st October, 
to: info@mapletree.org.uk 

All gardeners welcome. 

 

We are looking for Volunteers! 

Would like to join our committed and 
friendly group of trustees? Or are 
you interested in helping with our 
sessions, working with young 
children alongside our dedicated 
staff team? Or fundraising? Do you 
have a lot of spare time or just an 
hour a week? All welcome! 

 

We are here to help you, if you need 
help, advice or support: 

01865 236700 or 07849 466249 

info@mapletree.org.uk 

www.mapletree.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/
TheMapleTreeWheatley 

Session Bookings: 
www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/the-maple-
tree-33679335533 

Laura Spencer | Centre Manager 

mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
http://www.mapletree.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley
https://www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/the-maple-tree-33679335533
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/the-maple-tree-33679335533
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Church News 

It’s All Greek, Prime 
Minister! 

In the bible, we are often 
called to repent – but a 
more accurate translation of 
the original Greek word, 
metanoia, would call us to a 
change of heart.  In the face 
of the pandemic, Pope 
Francis has reminded us that 
now is the time for a change 
of heart as we rethink the 
future of our common 
home.   

 

As part of CAFOD’s 
Parliament in our Parish 
campaign to build back 
better, parishioners from 
OLL and churches in Thame 
and Goring met recently by 
Zoom with John Howell, MP 
for Henley, to discuss how 
‘Global Britain’ might take a 
lead. 

 

Mr Howell was asked to 
support the increasing 
number of Parliamentarians 
calling for the international 
aid budget to be restored to 
0.7% of GNI and to promote 
cancellation of the debt for 
those many countries where 
annual debt repayment is 
several times higher than 
they are able to spend on 
health.   

 

The group also lobbied him 
on supporting vaccine roll-
out to the poor countries of 
the world, saying that the 
G7 offer of 1 billion doses 
was well short of the 11 
billion suggested by the 
World Health Organisation 
to vaccinate 70% of the 
world’s population.  Finally, 
the group spoke about the 
critical need to reduce fossil 
fuel use across the world to 
keep the global warming 
limit below 1.5°C.  Although 
science is clear that the 1.5°
C target can be met it 
cannot say whether it will be 
met.  Mr Howell said that he 
was one of many MPs 
working hard on this issue 
and he agreed to write to 
Alok Sharma, Secretary of 
State for Business, Energy 
and Industrial Strategy and 
also President COP26, to 
answer questions on climate 
finance put to him by the 
group. 

 

Our hope is that through 
personal lobbying of our MP 
in this way, there may be a 
change of heart in decision-
making… and using words 
like metanoia might help our 
Prime Minister to 
understand. 

Our Lady of Lourdes 
01865 762433 | corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk 

John Guy 

 The Strangest Year 
 

When I took on the role of WAC 
Chair in May 2020, we were all 
well into the first lockdown and 
the rest, as they say, is history. 
It has certainly been a strange 
year, often tinged with sadness, 
but along the way there have 
certainly been rays of sunshine, 
fellowship, and much hope too.  

Within the Wheatley Area 
Churches group we were 
initially pleasantly surprised by 
how our congregations adapted 
to gathering to worship, pray, 
learn, and simply enjoy each 
other’s company online. Indeed, 
numbers increased in some 
cases as friends and family from 
further afield were being able 
to link in - including some who 
would never normally come 
into a church building!  

When friends from Wheatley 
Area Churches were looking for 
a way to tangibly express our 
concern and love for our village 
community in the midst of the 
pandemic lockdown, it was 
natural to turn to words of 
blessing. ‘The Wheatley 
Blessing’ was and is an on-line 
musical collaboration by local 
singers, intended as a gift and 
an encouragement to our 
community and as a celebration 
of our village life and can still be 
found by Googling youtube and 
then searching for ‘The 
Wheatley Blessing’. 

Obviously, many of the 
traditional Christmas 
celebrations organised by 

Wheatley Area Churches

mailto:corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk
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Church News 

 

Gordon Ewbank | Chair 

Wheatley Area Churches were 
simply not possible this year. 
However, that loss sparked 
some real creativity amongst 
our members and new 
initiatives such as the Advent 
Windows project, small group 
carol singing around the village 
and community doorstep carol 
evenings were a success. It may 
have been very different, but 
the birth of Jesus was definitely 
remembered and celebrated 
again this year in and around 
Wheatley! 

Easter 2021 was marked by a 
very creative ‘hybrid’ Good 
Friday pilgrimage which allowed 
participants of all ages to access 
pre-prepared video reflections 
on different aspects of the 
Easter story. Many were also up 
at dawn on Easter Sunday for 
the most beautiful and peaceful 
sunrise – God is good. More 
recently Wheatley Area 
Churches has also supported 
the formation of the Wheatley 
Good Neighbours scheme, the 
World Day of Prayer and 
Christian Aid week.  

Finally, I’d like to thank my 
fellow committee members for 
their fellowship and many 
contributions during this year. 
Life may have been strange 
these last twelve months, but 
we have certainly not stood 
still. New life and new hope are 
the essence of the Christian 
journey, and our Wheatley 
churches have both in 
abundance! 

Wheatley Area Churches 

From the Vicar 

As the lockdown rules ease 
and at the same time a 
third wave of covid begins 
to surge we are all feeling a 
little nervous. Will the 
vaccination programme 
really protect us from 
serious illness and death, 
and will the NHS cope with 
the oncoming wave? There 
are conflicting opinions, 
even among the scientists 
on whom we have come to 
rely. Certainty is hard to 
come by and we hear 
people speak of ‘faith in 
the science’ or ‘faith in the 
vaccines’ and sometimes, 
‘faith in God’.  
We are stepping into the 
unknown – no previous 
generation has done this 
on this scale – so it must be 
with faith that we make 
that step. If we were 
certain that all would be 
well, there would be no 
debate and no difference 
of opinion, but there is 
doubt and limited 
knowledge, so faith must 
play its part. 
When families come to me 
asking for their babies to 
be Christened I always 
encourage them to sit 
lightly with their doubts 

about God and the story of 
our salvation. Faith, a 
stepping into the unknown, 
depends on doubt. Where 
there is no doubt, there is 
no room for faith and we 
must speak of certainties. 
In my Christian journey I 
have known doubts, and 
some of these doubts have 
resolved themselves, only 
to be replaced by others. 
The important part is that I 
have sought to get beyond 
the doubts by taking the 
step of faith. 
We don’t know what the 
future holds for us, or for 
the pandemic. We can 
have faith that the science 
will work and that, at some 
point, the pandemic will 
ease; just as we can have 
faith that God’s love 
remains as strong as ever 
and that we, and every 
person in the world, is 
cherished by God in life, 
and in death. 
Now, as ever, the Church 
prays for Wheatley and 
every other community; 
we pray in faith and with 
hope that springs from the 
promises made to us that 
love wins, every time. 

Revd Nigel Hawkes 

St Mary’s Church 
01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 

mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
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Church News 

Encounter! 

As we head into the Summer, WCC are focusing much of our attention on the 
coming Fusion Wheatley Encounter festival – a chance to meet, celebrate, and 
“encounter” each other face-to-face. If you’ve missed the publicity so far, it’s taking 
place Friday to Sunday of the August Bank Holiday weekend, on the playing fields 
next to the Primary School, running from 3pm until 8:30pm. There’ll be a giant Big 
Top, outdoor sports, crafts, a story tent, and more – as well as a free shared meal in 
the early evening! You can read more at fusionwheatley.org.uk/encounter. 

 

Right at the core of the Christian faith is a God who wants to be encountered, to 
know us and be known by us. And the teaching of Jesus, with its message of 
forgiveness, hope and joy, also makes it easier for us as people to truly know each 
other and be known. Over the Summer weeks, WCC won’t be meeting all together in 
the school, but will be gathering face-to-face in homes around the village to 
worship, discuss, and eat together. If you’re interested in exploring faith at this time, 
but “big church” feels like a step too far at the moment, you’d be really welcome to 
join one of those smaller gatherings: just drop me an email on 
al.mcnicoll@wheatleycommunitychurch.org for more details. 

 

All are welcome – why not join us? For more information, or to register interest, 
head to 

wheatleycommunitychurch.org/alpha 

office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org Al McNicoll | Pastor 

Wheatley Community Church 
office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org 

fusionwheatley.org.uk/encounter
mailto:al.mcnicoll@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
http://www.wheatleycommunitychurch.org/alpha
mailto:office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
mailto:office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
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THE BARTHOLOMEW CONSORT - “O Radiant Dawn” -  4th July 2021 

in aid of the Revival Project at St Mary’s Church 

 

Happily it didn’t rain on the evening of 4th July. That was when there was a lovely 
Tea Time Concert in the garden of Ambrose Farm, thanks to the kindness and 
hospitality of Angela and Peter Knapp. 

 

The Bartholomew Consort is a remarkable choir and their programme was headed 
“O Radiant Dawn”.  That was the title of the anthem which started the concert, and 
expressed the joy felt by the choir, singing together for the first time since the 
pandemic disruption. 

 

The singers had not met for eighteen months and came from all four parts of the UK. 
They were led by their guest director, Gawain Glenton, a distinguished musician and 
musical scholar. 

 

The music programme included pieces which expressed future hope, light emerging 
from darkness, a sense of joy, hope and trust in God, and reflections on death and 
heaven. The singing was superb and showed the emotions which the composers 
wanted to convey, and which were certainly felt by the audience. 

 

After the music came the lovely tea and cakes, made and served by kind volunteers. 
And another joy was felt that for the first for ages we were able to socialise with 
each other. So enormous thanks are due to the singers and their guest director, to 
the Knapps, and to the tea servers. It was a lovely event.  

Many thanks for the generous retiring collection received in support of The Revival 
at St Mary’s, adding a total of £450.00 to the Fund. 

 

 

For more information about the Revival Project and ways to support it, visit to our 
website: www.revivalatstmarys.org. 

John Morrison 

http://www.revivalatstmarys.org
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News from The Trust 

With the pandemic precautions now largely 
unrestricted, plans are well underway for 
next season, with Wheatley FC fielding sides 
from U7 to U12 plus mini soccer. Ladies 
Over 30 football will resume early 
September and Wheatley Rugby Club will 
celebrate its 50th anniversary, by far the 
longest running village sports club. Netball 
is continuing through the summer and, with 
floodlights, should continue into autumn. 

Tennis nets will remain up until the end of 
August for community use. Please register 
your interest on our website so we can 
gauge the demand for tennis. 

SODC have promised taster sessions for 
walking football, but have yet to confirm 
dates. They are also promoting an 

orienteering adventure on 24th August as 
part of their summer Xplorer events.  

 

We do ask that casual use of the fields does 
not take place, because empty water 
bottles, masks or discarded equipment 
present safety hazards for those having to 
maintain the facilities.  

The Trust thus welcomes views on activities 
that anyone or any group might like to see 
taking place in the future, including under 
the new floodlights on the tennis/tarmac 
area.  

Do get in touch at: 

enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk 

www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk 

Paul Willmott | Chairman 

Wheatley Playing Field Trust 

Red Kites in Oxfordshire thrive say experts – but warn not to feed the birds 

Red kites are a common sight across Oxfordshire with the population rising as people leave 
out food for the magnificent birds. But experts warn feeding them could lead to persecution. 

Many kites can be seen hunting by flying low over open countryside. Live prey is usually 
caught by surprise rather than speed, although kites sometimes make fast, twisting chases. 
However, people are being discouraged from leaving meat out so they can watch these 
spectacular displays as they swoop down to get their prey. 

Neil Jackson, conservation and landscape officer at the Chilterns AONB, said: “Possibly as a 
result of being kept indoors, we suspect more people were feeding the birds, as this does 
attract impressive displays of birds diving on food. 

"Unfortunately, this can cause concentrations of birds that can be seen by others as a public 
nuisance and may encourage persecution – the reason the birds disappeared from lowland 
England in the first place.” 

Chiltern conservationists also believe this can encourage birds to become dependent on 
scraps which will not give them all the nutrients they need. 

The advice, then, is to stay back, admire – and leave these beautiful birds alone. 

Full article: 

www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/18755873.red-kites-oxfordshire-thrive-say-experts---warn-not-feed-birds 

mailto:enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
http://www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
https://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/18755873.red-kites-oxfordshire-thrive-say-experts---warn-not-feed-birds
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During May the Zoom group held their 
12th meeting.  This was another popular 
“Show and Tell”.  The theme was 
Treasured Toys and Books and along with 
seventeen members we also welcomed 
four teddy bears and a beautifully dressed 
doll.  These much loved toys were just 
some of the items on show.  There were 
books and annuals, much read and 
looking the worst for wear but still 
treasured by their owners.  Also toys, the 
ages of which varied greatly from the 
1940’s up until the 1980’s but each with 
an interesting story to be told.  The 
evening provoked many memories of 
happy childhoods in an age when children 
had so much more freedom than they do 
today. 

A similar theme was the topic of our June 
meeting “What Would I Take to the 
Antiques Road Show”.   Members had 
some very interesting items to show 
including a child’s chair that had belonged 
to one member’s great-great-grandfather 
and is still in use after being passed down 
the generations.  The range of items was 
very varied and the stories behind them 
were fascinating.  The “Show & Tell” 
meetings have proved very popular and it 
would be nice if we could occasionally 
hold these when face to face meetings 
resume.  This would give the Institute 
members who are not able to use Zoom 
the opportunity to participate and give us 
the stories behind their treasured 
possessions. 

W.I. History Snippets:  Not much seemed 

to happen during the months of August 
and September 1921 as many people 
were away on holiday.  At one meeting a 
“Mystery Parcel” guessing competition 
took place.  After the expenses of the 
parcel were deducted 2/7 ½ d. was 
realised for the Institute funds.  There is 
no mention as to what the parcel 
contained.  After this one member sang a 
song and two others a duet. It seems as 
though some members were quite 
talented, as of course they are today.   We 
have some wonderful crafters in our 
Institute but probably not so many singers 
who would be brave enough to sing in 
front of our meeting. 

We have a well-attended craft club and 
also a walking group.  If either of these 
activities appeal to you have a look at our 
website (address above) and consider 
joining our institute. 

We always welcome new members.  You 
can attend meetings as a visitor before 
deciding whether or not you would like to 
join. (£2 donation requested) We are 
hoping to resume our meetings in 
September. They are held in the Merry 
Bells beginning at 7.15 pm. so why not 
come along and see what we have to 
offer. 

The W.I. would also be very grateful for 
donations of any surplus produce for 
making jams and preserves.  If you have 
any to offer please contact the website 
above or ring 01865 558167.  Donations 
can be collected. 

Wheatley WI 
www.wheatleywi.com 

Stephanie Brooklyn 

https://www.wheatleywi.com/


30 

O
th

er
 S

er
vi

ce
s 



31 

O
th

er
 S

er
vi

ce
s 



32 

O
th

er
 S

er
vi

ce
s 



33 

O
th

er
 S

er
vi

ce
s 



34 

O
th

er
 /

 P
ro

fe
ss

io
n

al
 S

er
vi

ce
s 

 



35 

P
ro

fe
ss

io
n

al
 S

er
vi

ce
s 

 



36 

P
ro

fe
ss

io
n

al
 S

er
vi

ce
s 

 



37 

P
ro

fe
ss

io
n

al
 S

er
vi

ce
s 

Xplorer at Wheatley Playing Fields | Tuesday 24 August | 10am-12pm | FREE 

Email active.communities@southandvale.gov.uk to book: 
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Day by Day 

MONDAY 

Wheatley Oaks FC | Holton Playing Fields | 19:00-20:00 | Women 30+ | hello@coachemma.co.uk 

Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | via Zoom | 08:50-09:40 | 01865 876288 | tomgoss09@gmail.com 

Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group | 10:00-12:00 & 19:00-21:00 | Exc. bank holidays 

Beaver Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | Term time 18:00-19:00 | 01865 874997 

Wheatley Bridge Club | Holton Village Hall | 19:00 | 01865 874017 

Badminton Club | Park Sports Centre | 20:00-22:00 | 07769 827335 

Studio25 Dance Academy | Merry Bells | studio25danceoxford@gmail.com | 07808 209243 

• Junior Beginners | 16:00-17:00 | Age 7-9 

• Senior Beginners | 17:00-18:00 | Age 10+ 

 

 

 

TUESDAY 

Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-17:00 

Rugby Club Seniors Training | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | To book 07768 300314 

Wheatley Women’s Institute | Merry Bells | 3rd in month | 19:15 | 01865 558167 

Wheatley Singers | URC Hall | 19:15-21:00 | 01865 872250 | All welcome 

Wheatley Village Produce Association | Merry Bells | 2nd in month | 19:30 

Flow Fitness Pilates | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | info@flowfitness.org.uk 

Baby Ballerinas (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:00-14:30 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553 

Jumping Jellybeans (pre-schoolers) | Merry Bells | 14:30-15:00 | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553 

Dance4Fun Contemporary Dance | Merry Bells | Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553 

• Reception to Year 2 | 16:00-16:30 

• Year 3+ | 16:30-17:15 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome 

mailto:hello@coachemma.co.uk
mailto:tomgoss09@gmail.com
mailto:studio25danceoxford@gmail.com
mailto:info@flowfitness.org.uk
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Day by Day 

WEDNESDAY 

Maple Babies | Maple Tree Centre | 10:30 & 12:30, one hour each | info@mapletree.org.uk 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 

Pop-up Pilates | Merry Bells | 18:30 & 19:30, 1 hour | info@pop-up-pilates.com | 07731 321991 

Cub Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 18:45-20:15 | 01865 874284 | Boys & Girls Age 8-10½ 

Guides & Rangers | URC | Via Zoom | Term time 19:00-20:30 | Age 10+ | wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome 

Baby Music Group | URC | Via Zoom | 10:00 | Term time only | Rachel 07505 131124 

Sweaty Mama (Mum & baby fitness) | Merry Bells | 10:00-10:45 | Alex 07814 417991 

Gathering & Short Prayers | URC | Via Zoom | 10:30/18:00 alternating | minister@wheatleyurc.org.uk 

Football Fitness | Tiger’s Retreat, Garsington | 19:00-20:00 | yohannadam@yahoo.co.uk | Age 30+ 

St Mary’s Church | 01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 

• Holy Communion | 12:00 | Must pre-book 

 

 

 

THURSDAY 

Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | via Zoom | 08:50-09:40 | 01865 876288 | tomgoss09@gmail.com 

Wheatley Walks | Car park behind 6th Form Centre | 10:00-11:00 | 01865 873430 

Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-17:00 

Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | 14:00-17:00 | Appt only, to book 01865 425909 

Rugby Club Seniors | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | To book 07768 300314 

Explorer Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 14½-18 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome 

mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
mailto:info@pop-up-pilates.com
mailto:wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:minister@wheatleyurc.org.uk
mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
mailto:tomgoss09@gmail.com
mailto:peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
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Day by Day 

FRIDAY 

Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-17:00 

Horspath Hub Coffee Morning | 10:00-12:00 | 07591 933964 

Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Boys & girls age 10½-14 

St. Mary’s Bell Tower Practice | St. Mary’s Church | 19:30-21:00 | 01865 872250 

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome 

Martial Arts | Primary School Hall | 07731 512682 | mrsfox@mattfiddes.com 

• Mighty Matts | 16:30-17:15 | Age 3-6 

• Junior/Family | 18:30-19:30 | Age 7+ 

 

 

SATURDAY 

Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | Last in month | 10:00-12:00 | Appt only 01865 425909 

Scrabble Club | Location varies | 1st in month | 19:30 | 01865 872628 

Our Lady of Lourdes RC Church | 01865 762433 | corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk 
• Vigil Mass | Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. | 18:00 
 
 

SUNDAY 

Wheatley Windmill Open | 2nd in month | May to October 

Wheatley Minis Football | Holton Rugby Club | 09:00-10:00 | Ages 4-7 | 07756 608744 

St Mary’s Church | 01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 

• Holy Communion | 08:00 
• Parish Praise | 1st Sunday in month | 10:00 
• Sung Eucharist | 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday in month | 10:00 
• Food Bank Sunday | 4th Sunday in month | 10:00 | Please bring a donation for the 

Food Bank 
United Reformed Church | 01844 215513 | secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk 
• Holy Communion | 1st & 3rd Sunday in month | 10:00 
• Food Bank Sunday | 1st Sunday in month| 10:00 
• Afternoon tea | 1st Sunday in month | 14:30-16:30 
Wheatley Community Church | office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org 
• Wheatley Primary School | 10:30 

mailto:mrsfox@mattfiddes.com
mailto:corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk
mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk
mailto:office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
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YOUR Wheatley Village Archive 

At last we are almost back to 
normal life living with the virus 
whilst exercising care to restrict 
infection. With this in mind 
Wheatley Village Archive’s room 
will re-open from Thursday 2nd 
September at 2pm. We will ensure 
that the room is well ventilated and 
as spacious as possible for visitors 
and volunteers alike. We look 
forward to welcoming you back. Do 
bring any thing you have found out 
about your house during our 
lockdowns which you would share 
with the village archive. 

Many of you have followed our 
Village Heritage Trail since its 
launch in November 2019 and 
some 2500 leaflets have been used. 
You may have noticed a new blue 
leaflet in the pamphlet dispensers 
around the village. We have now 
devised a 3 mile Greater Heritage 
Trail which covers a larger area of 
the village and takes about 2.5 
hours to complete. It traces the 
industrial background to the village 
from one of the Oxfordshire’s 
wealthiest in the 14th century due 
to its stone quarrying for Windsor 
Castle and Oxford colleges to its 
importance as the main route from 
London to Oxford as a coaching 
road, to its brick industry started in 
the mid-18th century. We do hope 
you enjoy it. 

See you soon in the archive room. Steph Cox 
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 Wheatley Dental Practice | 01865 873314 

We are currently accepting new patients at our friendly local dental surgery. 
 Please phone our receptionists or call in for more details! 
Tooth whitening and facial aesthetic treatments available. 

Catherine Peers BDS, Emily Painter BDS  
Claudia Conde MClinDent(Prostho.)London 

Rachel Hyde RDH, Victoria Lewis RDH 
96 Church Road, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ 

wheatleydental@gmail.com 
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Howe & Co 22 

 

Mobile Fish 

& Chip Van 
 

07376 395678 
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Grant Shapps announced that from the 19 July, people who are double vaccinated will no 
longer have to quarantine when returning to England from Amber destinations. He also 
advised that fully vaccinated people would no longer need to take a day 8 test when they 
return home from an Amber destination. This makes Green and Amber rules the same for 
fully vaccinated adults and children. Chart is for when returning to the UK from a destination 

that is on the Green, Amber or 
Red list. Just because a 
Country is on any of these lists 
doesn’t mean we are free to 
enter. Always check the FCDO 
advice for the Country you 
wish to travel too before 
booking. Info correct at time 
of print. 

Janet Lewis 01865 989770 
www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/Janet.Lewis 

Janet.lewis@travelcounsellors.com 

http://www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/Janet.Lewis
mailto:Janet.lewis@travelcounsellors.com
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Unit 15 Wheatley Business Centre,  

Old London Road, Wheatley, OX33 1XW 

E: enquiries@wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com 

W: www.wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com 

 

Gemma Johnson BSc MCPod HCPC 

Podiatrist / Chiropodist  T:07969 321909 

William Johnson-Coleman BSc MISRM MSMA 

Soft Tissue Therapist  T: 07539 257542 

mailto:enquiries@wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com
http://www.wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com
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THE HORSPATH HUB 
As COVID-19 restrictions are changing the HUB POST OFFICE is open 

every Friday from 10:00 to 13:00 
Coffee mornings, Pilates, Yoga and Art classes have started. 

Booking remains required. 
Please contact us for the latest information. 

Eventually the following activities will be available again: 
Table Tennis, Line Dancing, Film Club, Wine Club and a Craft afternoon 

CONTACT US: 07591 933964 | horspathhub@gmail.com 
visit www.horspath.co.uk for details on how to book, costs, events etc. 

The Maple Tree 

Are you looking for a venue for a 
child or family friendly activity? Ask 
us about our reasonable rental rates 

info@mapletree.org.uk 
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mailto:horspathhub@gmail.com
http://www.horspath.co.uk
mailto:hayley@mapletree.org.uk
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Wheatley Refugee Support Group 
Very many thanks to the residents of Wheatley and surrounding areas who once 
again supported the collection of clothes, bedding, and survival equipment (tents, 
cookers) on 19th June at the Merry Bells.  This was in support of Global Aid Network 
(GaiN) and will be used for refugees who have reached Bosnia and are unable to 
progress. GaiN were amazed by the amount donated in just 2 hours, and very 
appreciative.  

We are currently planning for a Zoom talk in late September from an officer of 
Refugee Action. This is likely to focus on the government’s Nationality and Borders 
Bill, with an assessment of its personal impact on asylum seekers to the UK.  

In the meantime, go to our Facebook Wheatley Refugee Support Group for 
responses to the Bill and other items. 

Nick Vernede 

The Merry Bells Village 

Hall Needs You! 

At the AGM, 5 local residents are elected 
on to the Committee. We will have 
vacancies and would very much 
welcome anybody new who would like 
to help us manage and modernise this 
fine building (built in 1888 originally as a 
Temperance Hotel, considered 
necessary to counter the drunks of 
Wheatley!). 
 
If anyone is interested in joining us, then 
please either email 
info@merrybells.org.uk or get in touch 
with any of the Committee members 
(whose names are displayed on the 
notice board outside the building) 
before the AGM or come along on the 

day.  
As well as the elected members, the 
Committee also has representatives of 
various user groups and can additionally 
co-opt a further 2 members. 
 
All residents of Wheatley are entitled to 
attend and vote at the AGM and we look 
forward to seeing you there.  
 
To book The Merry Bells please either go 
to our website www.merrybells.org.uk 
and click on the booking tab or contact 
info@merrybells.org.uk or phone 01865 
872073. 

Tim Blightman 

mailto:info@merrybells.org.uk
http://www.merrybells.org.uk
mailto:info@merrybells.org.uk
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Wheatley Village Produce Association 

Words from The VPA 

Returned from a lovely break in 
Bournemouth where we visited some 
inspiring gardens, it’s now time to get 
back to looking after our own…. 

August 

The usual advice is to use water carefully 
in this the hottest month of the year but, 
writing this in July, we haven’t had a 
shortage of refreshing showers, so we’ll 
see! The main jobs are to do with cutting 
back and pruning. Catch up with pruning 
wisteria back to seven buds if not done 
already, cut back old raspberry canes and 
keep deadheading flowers. Harvest 
vegetables regularly and begin collecting 
seeds. 

September 

If not felt at the end of last month, the 
change in the season will probably be felt 
now with cooler, shortening days. This is 
a time to start tidying the garden and 
look forward to next year. Clear out the 
greenhouse, net the pond or watch out 
for leaves falling in. Pick raspberries and 
lift any lingering potatoes. Carry on 
collecting seeds and sow where 
appropriate. Get more perennial plants 
by dividing them and start planting spring 
bulbs – not tulips, they need to wait until 
November! As less food is available for 
wild birds, net leafy vegetables so they 
don’t get completely stripped. 

New to gardening? New to Wheatley? 
Why not join the friendly bunch at the 
VPA? 

No subscriptions payable until the 2021 
AGM. Subs will be £12 per year per 
family. We still have no meetings 
scheduled until the AGM in November. 
Email wheatleyVPA@gmail.com with any 
queries. 

Geraldine Surman 

mailto:wheatleyVPA@gmail.com
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The Wheatley Society programme 
started up with two well attended 
wine tastings which toured the 
eastern Mediterranean from the 
comfort of the Keenes’ garden. 
An entertaining Croquet and Tea 
Party hosted by the Harversons’ 
followed as did Michael Heaton’s 
walking tour of Wheatley's 
extensive Industrial Heritage. 

  

Over the past 18 months there 
has been a growing interest in 
more local, sustainable product 
ventures of all types. Reducing 
waste through eliminating 
excessive packaging is one area 
that is relatively easy to address. 
On the 21st August we are piggy 
backing on the experience and 
success of a zero-waste venture 
in Watlington with a pop-up refill shop in the Merry Bells. The outcome of 
this event will inform our next steps in making our contribution to reducing 
waste within Wheatley. 

Do come along and spread the word. If you want an electronic version of this 
poster to further broadcast the event, please contact  

 

We look forward to welcoming members back to the Wheatley Society and, 
for those interested in joining, please contact Leigh Darnton: 
darnton@talktalk.net. 

Parish Newsletter 

August / September 2021 

Mary Hall | Chair 
maryelizabethhall@hotmail.com 

mailto:darnton@talktalk.net
mailto:maryelizabethhall@hotmail.com
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Holton & Wheatley Cricket Club 

Holton and Wheatley CC has been 
dealing with mixed weather and the 
distraction of Euro 2020, both of which 
have cost us games or affected start 
times. However, in between, cricket has 
broken out though sadly, the majority of 
it has led to defeat. Our best game came 
against regular foes from BBC Caversham. 
Dodging the showers on a grey day, we 
got home by three wickets with Simon 
Switala hitting two fours in the last over. 
An evening game at the start of June 
brought a convincing win over 
Immunocore, but otherwise, we have 
been getting used to coming second. 

An honourable mention goes to Kavi 
Thakore, for a hard-hitting 50 on a hot 
day at Nettlebed. 

Meanwhile, we have been pleased to 
welcome new faces, who we hope to see 
more often. August and September bring 
us the majority of our home games at 
Great Haseley, so anyone wanting to join 
us for Sunday afternoon friendlies won’t 
have to travel far.  

You can find more information or contact 
us via our website, www.hawcc.co.uk, or 
contact Hugh Kitchin on 07788 672864. 

Hugh Kitchin 

https://www.hawcc.co.uk
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Morland House PPG 

Patient Participation Group (PPG) Update 

Please note that this update has been prepared 
on 15th July 2021, events, particularly those 
involving Covid will have moved on by the time 
you get to read this. 

 

COVID-19 Vaccination Programme Update 

If you are aged 18 or over and you have not yet 
been contacted for your first vaccination, you 
may book your vaccine online through this 
website www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination or by 
phoning 119. 

For up-to-date information please visit 
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19 

 

COVID-19 Vaccination Card 

Patients with online access to their medical 
record (through the Patient Access app) can 
now view their COVID-19 vaccination record 
from the home screen of the app. 

This new feature will automatically be visible 
for patients who have already had access to 
their detailed care record and immunisations 
enabled by their practice. 

For information on how to gain online access to 
your medical record, please go to  
www.morland-house.co.uk and search ‘Online 
Access’. 
 

Morland House and Lifting of Restrictions 

In order to help reduce the risk of spread of 
Coronavirus, Morland House staff will continue 
to wear face coverings in the surgery and PPE 
during face to face consultations. We 
respectfully request that all visitors also 
continue to wear face coverings, observe social 
distancing and sanitise hands while in the 
building unless there are exceptional 
circumstances. 

 

General Practice Data for Planning and 
Research 

Morland House Surgery is supporting vital 
health and care planning and research by 
sharing your data with NHS Digital. The 
collection is due to start on 1 September. For 
more information, or if you wish to opt out, 
visit the MHS website. 

 

Treatment Resistant Depression (TRD) Clinic 

A new research clinic is available at the 
Warneford Hospital to help people who are still 
depressed even though they are taking 
antidepressant medication. For more 
information, including how you can refer 
yourself to the clinic visit here:  

tinyurl.com/3z78spub 

 

Unacceptable Phone Calls to Morland House 
Surgery 

The Patient Participation Group are very 
concerned to learn that the Doctors and their 
colleagues at Morland House have been 
receiving some aggressive telephone calls. We 
would ask patients to be more respectful of 
those that really care for us and provide as 
good a service as is possible under the present 
conditions. Everyone has the right to a face-to-
face consultation with his/her Doctor but it is 
essential that this follows a telephone 
conversation with the Doctor, who will be able 
to assess if a face-to-face meeting is a 
necessity, in which case an appointment will be 
offered.  

 

Visit Morland House Website: 

For up-to-date information about our services, 
please visit www.morland-house.co.uk. 

Morland House PPG 

http://www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19
http://www.morland-house.co.uk
https://tinyurl.com/3z78spub
http://www.morland-house.co.uk
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Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 

Oxfordshire libraries announce children’s Summer 
Reading Challenge 

 
 
Children across the county are invited to join the Wild World Heroes, Summer Reading 
Challenge 2021, at Oxfordshire libraries from Saturday 10 July. 

The competition held in partnership with charity The Reading Agency, encourages children to 
borrow and read any six library books over the summer. The Summer Reading Challenge is a 
great way for children to keep up their reading skills and confidence over the summer 
holidays and prevent the common holiday reading dip. 

Councillor Neil Fawcett, Cabinet Member for Community Services and Safety, said: "This is a 
great chance for children to ignite and develop a love of reading combined with a chance to 
win some great prizes. We welcome and encourage children across the county to visit the 
library and enjoy some great books over the summer." 

Summer Reading Challenge ambassador, Steve Backshall, said: "I am thrilled to be supporting 
the Summer Reading Challenge 2021. The Reading Agency has teamed up with the World 
Wildlife Fund for Wild World Heroes, an exciting nature-themed reading challenge that will 
inspire children to take action for the environment. Wild World Heroes will spark 
conversations about the issues facing our planet, from plastic pollution to wildlife decline and 
will show how we can all work together to look after our world. 

"By taking part in the challenge, children will unlock the benefits of reading for pleasure – it’s 
never been more important for young people to keep up their reading skills and confidence 
over the summer holidays. Wild World Heroes is a brilliant way to get children reading and 
talking about big issues! Happy summer of reading!" 

In this fun, free challenge, children will team up with the Wild World Heroes and their friends 
to them help make Wilderville become a better, greener place to live. 

The challenge is packed full of ideas children can use to care for their environment and 
inspire them to stand up for the planet. Once they complete the challenge, they will receive a 
Wild World Heroes certificate and medal. They will also be entered into a prize draw with a 
falconry experience at Millets Farm with VIP entry, national book tokens and more to be 
won. 

Taking part in the Wild World Heroes Summer Reading Challenge is easy. All children need to 
do is sign up at their nearest library, where they will be given a special collector’s folder to 
keep a record of their reading journey. 

Wild World Heroes launches in libraries open across Oxfordshire on Saturday 10 July and 
runs until Saturday 11 September 2021. 

Find out more on the Summer Reading Challenge on the council’s website. 

Children who are unable to get to a library can join in the fun at home with a digital summer 
reading challenge. 

Visit: news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/summer-reading-challenge 

Wendy Stanton | Library Manager 

https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/summer-reading-challenge
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One-and-a-half years into the COVID-
19 pandemic, Wheatley Park is still 
standing firm, despite being buffeted 
by another lockdown, bouts of 
contact tracing and isolation, the 
challenge of mass lateral flow 
testing, and the challenge of 
awarding thousands of grades fairly 
in the absence of formal 
examinations.  

The ‘strong roots’ of our school 
values have continued to hold us 
upright throughout.  

In terms of Everyone Learning, 
students and staff adapted 
magnificently to the brave new 
world of live-streamed lessons 
during the middle of the year. And 
recently, it’s been wonderful to see 
wider learning opportunities open 
back up, such as our Duke of 
Edinburgh Bronze Award 
expeditions. (Students may only have 
ventured to the wilds of Waterperry 
Gardens this time, but I understand a 
field with a bull added some extra 
challenge!) 

Meanwhile, our value of Everyone 
Caring has played out through an 
emphasis on respect. We refreshed 
behaviour expectations, reminding 
students to respect everyone’s right 

to learn in a completely calm and 
focused environment. We 
heightened the profile of our 
Safe@School system for reporting 
any disrespectful incidents. And we 
recently invited a range of 
professionals in to provide 
workshops on respectful 
relationships as part of our response 
to national concerns about peer-on-
peer sexual abuse and harassment. 

Of course, the challenges posed by 
the pandemic are very far from over.  

Assuming that September brings a 
return to some sort of normality, 
we’ll have a strong focus on making 
up for any lost learning and impaired 
social and emotional development 
caused by the last year-and-a-half of 
disruption.  

Armed with our core values, our 
wonderful staff and students and 
your invaluable support from 
parents/carers and the wider 
community, we are undaunted by 
this task.  

 

With best wishes for a happy and 
healthy summer. 

Tim Martin | Headteacher  

Strong Roots          Wheatley Park School 
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As our school community approaches the summer break, we have been 

reflecting on not just the challenges of the past year but also taking time to 

celebrate what has been achieved. We are immensely proud of our pupils, 

staff and families for how well they returned to school in March and how 

hard they have worked to ensure positive wellbeing and progress across the 

curriculum. 

 

We would like to invite prospective families who have children who will start 

school in September 2022, to come and visit us on our Open Days in the 

Autumn term. 

Either Wednesday 22nd September 9.30-11am or Wednesday 6th October 

1.30-3pm 

Please contact Mrs. Heather Fint on 01865 872366 or by email 

office.3165@wheatley.oxon.sch.uk to book in or for more information. 

 

As society gradually opens up again, we look forward to welcoming further 

members of the local community into school. We have a dedicated team of 

governors who form our Local Governing Body (LGB) and a small team of 

valued reading volunteers who come in weekly to support pupils. There is 

always room for more volunteers so please don't be shy and get in touch if 

you have some spare time you could offer as a volunteer in school. 

 

In the Autumn term we are also planning to begin an intergenerational 

project and are looking for local volunteers aged 50+ to join a Full Circle 

group to enjoy lunch and activities with a small group of pupils. No 

qualifications or previous experience needed just an interest in spending an 

hour a week with young people aged 7-11, sharing knowledge and skills and 

a sense of humour! Please get in touch using the phone number/ email 

address above if you would like to find out more and pass this information to 

neighbours and other local residents who you think may benefit. 

Reflections           Wheatley CE Primary School 

Gill Standing and Anneka Fisher | Headteachers 

mailto:office.3165@wheatley.oxon.sch.uk
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Wheatley Rugby Club will be celebrating 
50 years of rugby when games start 
again in September.  

Established in 1971 the club has played 
rugby every season since then, except 
during the current pandemic. Set up by 
Denis Rowan, a local school teacher, the 
club played its first games on the Primary 
School field and with post-match beers 
being enjoyed in the White Hart (now 
Cinnamonds). By the 1980’s the club had 
moved to Holton Playing Fields, making 
its home in a World War 2 hut left over 
from Holton Hospital and in 1990 
members built the current club house on 
the playing fields.  

Today the club is going from strength to 
strength with the first team punching 
above its weight and playing in the 
Berks, Bucks and Oxfordshire 
Premiership League, facing teams such 
as Slough, Didcot and Abingdon. The 2nd 
team cater for people who are new to 
the game and older players and our 

strong vets side have reach the final of 
the county shield three times in the last 
four seasons, winning it twice. The club 
trains on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
7pm.  

We pride ourselves on offering 
something for everyone, regardless of 
shape, size and ability as well as 
providing a lively and inclusive social 
scene.  

The 50th Anniversary will be marked by a 
reunion on the 18th September when we 
are hoping to see as many club 
members, both past and present, as 
possible.  On the day we will be playing 
the Jason Laman and Dale Gostick 
Memorial Game, offering a pig roast and 
proving the usual rugby hospitality! 
Everyone is welcome. 

If you would like to find out more about 
the club please call me on 07768 300314. 

Wheatley Rugby Club 50th Anniversary 

Peter Ramsdale | Chairman 
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       ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

WHEATLEY BRANCH 

 

Branch activities are expected to have returned to normal and the next open meeting at 

the New Club is scheduled for 12 noon on Thursday the 19th of August.  This will be the 

Summer Lunch with an expanded menu.  Full details of the menu and costs will be 

circulated to members but meanwhile anyone interested could telephone Jim Watson on 

01865 873689. 

An October meeting with a speaker will probably be on Thursday the 21st October at the 

New Club.  Then there will be the usual short service in the Memorial Garden on 

Thursday the 11th November for Remembrance Day and a full service in St Mary’s Church 

in the afternoon of Sunday the 14th November 2021 for Remembrance Sunday. The 

Branch Annual General Meeting will be at the New Club on Thursday the 18th November 

at 12 noon. 

It is expected that collecting for the Poppy Appeal will proceed as normal in early 

November – details will be published in the village Newsletter for October/November.   

Jim Watson | 01865 873689 

As part of this campaign, promoted by Keep 
Britain Tidy, twelve intrepid Wheatley 
villagers took part, between them collecting 
15 bin bags of litter.  Well done team!  It was 
at the beginning of June (delayed from 
March due to the pandemic) so hunting 
down litter in some grassy roadside verges 
became an added challenge.  The areas 
covered included London Road (especially 
east of ASDA), Old London Road, Park Hill, 
Wheatley Park School (and surroundings), 
Windmill Lane and the verges towards 
Garsington and Cuddesdon.  At least four 

incidents of fly tipping were reported to 
FixMyStreet, all of which have since been 
cleared away by the Biffa waste team.  
Himani, pictured, is also tackling litter for her 
Duke of Edinburgh Award challenge - a 
fantastic contribution to cleaning up our 
village.  But sadly, litter is a continual 
problem so if you'd like to make a difference 
and adopt a litter hotspot then please get in 
touch - grabbers and hi-vis vests are 
available to borrow if you need them. 

The Great British Spring Clean 

Jane Cotton 
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SODC Waste Collections — August & September 2021 

 Collection day is Monday unless * (B. Hol)  Which bins and other items? 

 Aug 9th & 23rd | Sep 6th & 20th  Green, brown, food & oil waste, textiles 

 Aug 2nd, 16th & *30th | Sep 13th & 27th  Grey, food & oil waste, small electricals 

ASDA Wheatley Community Update 

My first update relates to our popular 
green token giving activity, which has 
moved to digital with the times.  By the 
time that this newsletter goes to print, 
we will have decided on our remaining 
6 charities for the year.  Nominations 
for green token giving 2021 are now 
closed.  However,  please continue to 
send in any nominations to support 
your favourite charities which will be 
considered for 2022.   
 
Green token giving remains in digital 
format only currently. Please vote by 
www.asda.com/green-tokens and 
choose Wheatley as your selected 
store.  You can vote once weekly from 
your digital devices.  We would like to 
wish all the causes good luck in the 
vote. 
 
In other news, I am delighted to share 
the news that after a prolonged 
absence, we are returning back to 
providing practical support to the 
community.  Our outreach activity is 
aimed to deliver a sustainable change 
within communities to help our 
colleagues and customers feel 
connected.  Please contact me for 
further information.   I will provide 
more information in subsequent 

newsletter of some of the activities we 
can offer. 
 
Over the pandemic we have had an 
increased budget to support our 
community, whilst outreach activity 
was paused, this has now returned to 
pre pandemic levels but will continue 
to support groups.  Please give plenty 
of notice of any such requests and we 
will do our best to support where we 
can.  Recently we have supported 
Wheatley Primary School PTA, 
Wheatley Pre School, Wheatley Scouts 
and Wheatley Park School with 
donations along with a number of other 
causes across Oxfordshire. 
 
Our current open grant "Bringing 
Communities back together" is to 
provide financial aid to groups either 
for a celebration event or getting 
activities back together.  For further 
detail of the grant please get in touch. 
 
With outreach resuming, I will be in 
store less frequently, so the best form 
of contact would be via email on 
community_wheatley@asda.co.uk 
 
Thanks for continuing to support our 
store. 

Linda Blackmore 

http://www.asda.com/green-tokens
mailto:community_wheatley@asda.co.uk
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Local Governance:     

Oxfordshire County Council | 01865 792422 | oxfordshire.gov.uk 

County Councillor Tim Bearder | 07789 754727  | tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

District Councillor Alexandrine Kantor | 07581 745221 | alexandrine.kantor@southoxon.gov.uk 

South Oxfordshire DC | 01235 422422 | southoxon.gov.uk 

Planning Applications | 01235 422600 | planning@southoxon.gov.uk 

Wheatley Parish Council | 01865 875615 | clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Local information:     

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire | 03444 111 444 | caox.org.uk 

Wheatley Post Office | 0845 722 3344 | Open Mon-Fri 09:00-17:30, Sat 09:00-13:00 

The Maple Tree (Children's Centre) | 01865 236700 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk  

The Merry Bells Village Hall | 01865 872073 | merrybells.org.uk 

Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 | wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Wheatley Park Sports Centre | 01865 872128 | better.org.uk/venues/park 

Wheatley Park School | 01865 872441 | wheatleypark.org 

Wheatley Primary School | 01865 872366 | wheatley.oxon.sch.uk 

Services:     

Police non-emergency | 101 | www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

To report potholes, fly-tipping, broken paving, vandalism, etc. | fixmystreet.com 

OCC Family Information Service | 08452 262636 | fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

OCC Highways | 0845 310 1111 | highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Missed Bin Collection | 03000 610610 | admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk 

Bulky Household Waste Collection | 01235 422406 | waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk 

Housing | 01235 422422 | housing@southandvale.gov.uk 

GP Surgery, Morland House | 01865 872448 | morland-house.co.uk 

NHS Out of Hours Service | 111 | 111.nhs.uk 

Gas Emergency | 0800 111 999 | nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies 

National Power Cut Helpline | 105 | ssen.co.uk 

Burst pipe or leak | 0800 714 614 | thameswater.co.uk 

Floodline | 0345 988 1188 | gov.uk/check-flood-risk 

Transport:     

Oxfordshire Comet | 01865 323201 | oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet 

Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to hospital or GP surgery) | 07505 543750 

Arriva (280) Bus | 0344 800 4411 | arrivabus.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London) | 01865 785400 | brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk 

National Rail Enquiries | 03457 484950 | nationalrail.co.uk 

Key Contacts 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:alexandrine.kantor@southoxon.gov.uk
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/
mailto:planning@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://www.caox.org.uk/
mailto:hayley@mapletree.org.uk
http://merrybells.org.uk/
mailto:wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/south-oxfordshire/park
https://www.wheatleypark.org/
http://www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk/
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
https://www.fixmystreet.com/
mailto:fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
mailto:waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:housing@southandvale.gov.uk
http://www.morland-house.co.uk/
https://111.nhs.uk/
https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies
https://www.ssen.co.uk/Home/
https://www.thameswater.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/public-transport/accessible-transport/bookable-transport
https://www.arrivabus.co.uk/
https://brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk/
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
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