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Editor’s Note
Hello and welcome to the December-January issue of the
Wheatley Newsletter.
I hope everyone enjoyed the Wheatley Christmas Fair and
managed to pick up some lovely hand-crafted gifts for
family and friends.
There’s so much to look forward to over the next month or
so, with the return of Wheatley Area Churches’ Advent
Windows throughout December(p46), another Parish
Council Coffee, Cake & Cuppa meet up, and a chance to
test the post-festivity grey matter with the Wheatley VPA
General Knowledge Quiz in January, to name but a few
great events taking place.
Wishing all a safe and enjoyable festive period.
Happy holidays!
As always, feedback, comments, and suggestions are
welcome.
Pete Collinson | newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

The Wheatley Newsletter
welcomes contributions
and adverts from everyone
in the two parishes and
from
businesses
and
organisations
serving
Wheatley and District.
News and reports from
village organisations are
particularly welcome but
contentious
issues
or
articles promoting personal
causes should be avoided.
Submissions should be
made by 13th January for
the next issue.
The Editor reserves the
right not to print items and
to edit items submitted for
publication.
Head to bit.ly/wnl-info for
further details and to
download a booking form.

Tree Work in Wheatley
Following recent tree surveys Wheatley Parish Council will be undertaking
some critical and necessary work on some of its trees.
The council apologises in advance for any inconvenience caused and thank you
for your patience, whilst this work is carried out.
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Disclaimer
The views expressed in the
Newsletter are not necessarily
those of the Parish Council or
the Editor, and no liability can
be accepted for any errors or
omissions, although we will
publish
corrections
where
necessary.

Chair’s Column
On 1st November the council met for normal council
business. As part of the meeting, we received a paper from
a High Street resident relating to Civil Parking Enforcement
(CPE) and how it would affect the residents of the High
Street which could impact onto other areas of the village. It
was encouraging to see so many residents present, and we
were very happy to listen to their views. The High Street is
a communal space and should be enjoyed by all who visit
the shops and businesses safely, free from excess traffic
and badly parked vehicles.
The rights and wrongs of Civil Parking Enforcement have
been discussed at length, but we have to manage it as a
community and come up with sensible, workable solutions.
The councillors discussed CPE and agreed to set up a
working group to consider the village needs and report
back in 6 months. We will be asking parishioners what they
think about the range of options available including a
Residents Parking Scheme, and we will be taking the views
of all residents into consideration before taking the next
steps. This is important for the village, and we need to hear
from everyone.
Many of you will have heard about the very sad death of
John Funge who was one our village groundsman for many
years and previously a local retained firefighter. John was a
familiar figure in the village and well-known for his
unflappability, he will be sorely missed. We are starting the
recruitment process, to fill this vacancy, but this will take
time and, in the meantime, if parishioners could help by
picking up litter near their homes and ensuring it goes in a
bin, we would be grateful.
Finally, a note about Trees. During Halloween weekend
there were some very well-established trees in various
places and gardens in Wheatley which unexpectedly came
crashing down in the high winds. This serves as a reminder
to manage our tree stock well, and when disease or decay
is spotted to act swiftly to ensure the safety of the public.
On a good note, the ground in Farm Close Lane is nearly
ready for planting. The concrete has now been removed
and we are expecting to replant towards the end of the
year, when conditions are suitable.
May I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year, and enjoy some welcome time off with your
nearest and dearest.

Alison Sercombe
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Meetings & Dates
Parish Council
Merry Bells, 19:30
6th December
10th January

Planning Cmte.
Merry Bells, 19:30
8th December
12th January

Finance Cmte.
Merry Bells, 19:30
20th December

Open Spaces Cmte.
Merry Bells, 19:30

17th January

District Councillor
Surgery
Parish Office
10:30—11:30
11th December

8th January

Clerk’s Column
It has been another busy couple of months amongst the Parish Council with the second Cuppa,
Cake and Chat event taking place and a third planned, new working groups being approved,
reviewing our budgets for next year. implementation of our new Communications Policy and
addressing the big hole left by the passing of John Funge.
In summary:
•

Wellbeing committee continues to address loneliness and support during the winter. A
festive Cuppa, Cake and Chat event is planned for Thursday 23rd December (p7).

•

Working Group created to look at all options surrounding parking on the High Street. Civil
Parking Enforcement has been suspended for six months on the High Street but will still be
enforced elsewhere in the village. More details on page 70.

•

Working group created to explore how the community can celebrate the Queens Platinum
Jubilee. If you would like to be involved or already have plans, please let us know

•

Recruitment for a part time Grounds Maintenance Operative has begun. If you are
interested in this varied role, please check out the advert on page 6.

•

Wheatley Parish Council now has its own Facebook Page @Wheatleyparishcouncil. We will
be posting information and regular updates here, as well as on our website
www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk.

•

We will be approving our budget and precept (the small element of Council Tax paid to the
parish council) for 2022-23 at the December meeting (6th December).

•

Improvements to the Memorial Garden have been completed

•

Five Tommy figures were installed marking Remembrance Day.

•

Parish Surgeries resumed. You speak to the Clerk, Assistant Clerk, or a Councillor every
Wednesday and Saturday from 9.30-11.30 and. You can still contact the council outside of
these times using the contact details on page 2 or page 71.

There were some unexpected delays to the enhancement to the Village Square, but these are now
back on track and work will be completed as soon as possible.
Finally, I would like to wish you all a happy and healthy Christmas and New Year.

Michelle Legg

Parish Councillor Vacancy
Could you play a bigger part in Wheatley, helping, supporting, and making a positive
impact on your community? Become a parish councillor. For more information or an
informal chat, contact the parish office or speak to any current parish councillor.

The Parish Office will be closed from Friday 24th December until Tuesday 4th
January 2022.
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John Funge 1936-2021
We are sad to announce the passing of John, who died on
20/10/2021, aged 85.
John, originally from Tiddington, moved to Wheatley in
1961 when he married. He served the community of
Wheatley for many years as a retained firefighter. Known
for always staying calm and unflappable when under stress.
On retirement, due to his love of the outdoors, he
enthusiastically took on the role of keeping Wheatley clean
and tidy with Wheatley Parish Council. Each day he could be
seen walking the village wearing his high viz jacket, picking
up litter. He had such a warm and friendly personality and
was always willing to stop and say hello and have a chat.
John will be sadly missed by all who knew him.
The parish council will be planting a rose in the Memorial Gardens, and a new bench and
plaque will be dedicated in memory of John and his dedication to the village.

A message from John’s family
My family and I would like to say a big thank you to
the people of Wheatley for their messages offering
their condolences and the many cards and kind
messages that we have received re: John’s death.
Even though we are grieving, our hearts have been
touched by the lovely comments that we have
received verbally and read about John. I, Chiara,
John’s daughter, particularly loved the comment
about my dad being known as ‘The Wheatley
Womble‘. I feel proud that I am The Wheatley
Womble’s daughter!
John will be having a private funeral, but we are
hoping to hold a memorial service for John in
Wheatley soon. All will be welcome to attend.
Details will be given when the final arrangements
are made.
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Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan Report
Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan Committee is finalising the Consultation version of its first
Review. (Between October 2019 and December 2020 our Examiner had to modify the WNP
we had submitted, because the Secretary of State and SODC disagreed on the (SODC) Local
Plan which validates an NP such as ours. The Examiner had therefore advised us to remove
temporarily three of our four proposed village Enhancements. These were a) improved
inclusivity of The Bungalows Community adjacent to ASDA; b) Affordable Housing; c)
Rationalising commercial space to allow business re-location.) He retained the proposed
Littleworth Enhancement. In May 2021, the modified, Examined WNP version was 'made'
following a local Referendum. By then, the Local Plan issue had been resolved, meaning that
the original WNP would now have Local Plan support, including restoration of all the
proposed Enhancements. Since May 2021, we have updated the WNP 'Examined and Made'
version which is now available, published on the SODC website. During the two years which
have elapsed since WNP was submitted to the Examiner, there have been developments
which require its Review and adjustment. We are currently working with SODC and WPC to
complete this work by the end of 2021. Public Consultation and Examination will begin in
2022, after which a second Referendum will follow.

John Fox | Roy Gordon | WNP Committee
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Poppy Wall 2021

This is a preliminary message to our usual quizzers and
also an invitation to those of you who have yet to join
the fun.
We are expecting the date of the 2022 Mammoth quiz
to be Friday 25th February, so please put this date in
your diary.
A decision about whether to hold it via zoom or face
to face will be made in the light of how covid is
affecting our community in the New Year. Details will
be published in the February newsletter.
Sue Coombes
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If you think you could add
more poppies to the display
outside the Merry Bells, do
get in touch. It would be
great to have enough to fill
the inside of the porch as
well, so we’re aiming to
collect another 500 poppies
or more. Please drop any
poppies you make into the
Parish Office for collection.
Next year we could
commemorate those from
1934/1945.
Cynthia Mancey
cynthia.mancey@outlook.com

01865 873140
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Building & Supplies / Trades & Maintenance
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Trades & Maintenance

Wheatley Good Neighbour Scheme
Clubs and Societies Fair
Following on from the Clubs and Societies’ Fair event on 4th September, we have produced a
list of local organisations with their key contact details.
We hope you will be able to show these, and other local organisations, your support.
Active Oxfordshire | Annalie Thomasson | annalie.thomasson@southandvale.gov.uk
Age UK | Rachel Poole | rachelpoole@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
Around the Piano Community Choir | Rachel Cave | rachel.c.cave@virginmedia.com
Art Classses- Wheatley | Vick Churchley | vic.churchley@gmail.com
Waterperry Paint Pals | Sally Lessiter | sal@sallylessiter.co.uk
Seasons Art Class Oxford | Heather Bennett | seasonsartclassoxford@gmail.com
Baby Music | Rachel Cave | rachel.c.cave@virginmedia.com
Beginners Golf | Vic Churchley | vic.churchley@gmail.com
Bell Ringers | Peter Bayliss | peterbayliss7@gmail.com
Bicycle Maintenance | Vic Churchley | vic.churchley@gmail.com
British Legion | Roger Bell | rogertbell304@gmail.com
Brownies | Adele | 1stwheatleybrownies@gmail.com
Friday Table Tennis Club | Val Farmer | val_farmer40@hotmail.com
Fusion Youth and Community | Gordon Ewbank | gordon.ewbank@gmail.com
Guides and Brownies | Rachel | wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk
Guild | Wendy Rogers | w.rogers2@sky.com.
Howe Allotment Association | Taff Morgan-Jones | oldmogmrsmog@gmail.com
Howe Trust | Malcolm Benson | mkb@doctors.org.uk
Library | wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Maple Tree | Chris Sewell | sewellfam@ntlworld.com
Nettie Netball | Vicki Coyle | vickidyercoyle@gmail.com
New Club - Angling Club | Craig Baldwin | csbaldwin72@gmail.com
Not So Young | Francis Simpson | frances_simpson@icloud.com
Parish Council | Michelle | clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Park Sports club | www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/south-oxfordshire/park
Ramblers - Thame and Wheatley | Linda King | linda@wherer.com
Scrabble | Anne Ambler | ambleranne20@gmail.com
Shared Interest Charity | David Parsons | uw.oxon@gmail.com
Stitch in time | Jennifer Stonard | jhstonard@gmil.com
Village Produce Association | Geraldine Surman | wheatleyVPA@gmail.com
Walking football | Emma O’Connor | enquiries@wofc@gmail.com
Wheatley Cricket Cub | Hugh Kitchin | hkitchin@btconnect.com
Wheatley Oaks Football Club | Emma O’Connor | enquiries.wofc@gmail.com
Wheatley Archives | Michael Heaton | michael@mimomul.co.uk
Wheatley Area Churches | Gordon Ewbank | gordon.ewbank@gmail.com
Wheatley FC (youth football) | Simon Fox | simon@jakeandbarney.co.uk
Wheatley Good Neighbour Scheme | Val Farmer | val_farmer40@hotmail.com
Wheatley Playing Fields | Paul Willmott | paulwillmott@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Wheatley Productions | Mike Hogan | wheatleyprods@gmail.com
Wheatley Rugby Club | Peter Ramsdale | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
Wheatley Singers | Matthew Maier | matthew.maier@mmaier.co.uk
Wheatley Society | Mary Hall | maryelizabethhall@hotmail.com
Wheatley Walks | Jean Vaughton | jeanvaughton@aol.com
Wheatley WI | Jill Morgan-Jones | wheatleywi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk
Wheatley Youth Cricket Club | Vicki Coyle | vickidyercoyle@gmail.com
Jane Fanning
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Trouble at t’Mill
Our lovely Wheatley Windmill was a victim
of the gale force squall that blew through
our area on the morning of October 31st
The exposed location of the Mill, situated
at the highest point in the Parish means
that it is particularly vulnerable to this kind
of weather event and its size and age
make it extremely difficult to protect.
Despite the efforts of several volunteers,
one of the sails was badly damaged as can
be seen from the photos. Additionally, all
of the windows in the south face were
blown in.
Whilst we believe that the cost of
replacing the broken sail and the windows
will be covered by insurance, it was
discovered that the two remaining sails
that are made of Larchwood are also
showing significant signs of rotting and will
also have to be replaced using Scots Pine,
a stronger more suitable timber.
Replacing the broken sail as well as the
two unsafe ones will require the attention
of
a
professional
Millwright
to
manufacture the new parts, and to
remove and refit the new sails. The total
repair cost will be considerable, over and
above the insurance cover.

The preservation society’s resources will
be stretched to the limit to cover this
additional expense and whilst we will be
seeking to secure external grant funding,
we would be extremely grateful for any
local financial support. If you feel able to
help keep this historic local asset as a
working attraction, please contact our
secretary,
Caroline
Dalton,
at
carolinedaltonox@gmail.com.
Wheatley Windmill preservation society
will be working hard to ensure that the
Mill is back in working order before next
year’s opening days begin but we are
always keen to welcome new and
enthusiastic volunteers to help with the
wide variety of maintenance work around
the Mill and particularly on open days.

Doug Lamont | WWPS
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Trades & Maintenance

The Merry Bells Village Hall
As many of you will be aware, the Merry
Bells including the Car Park is maintained
and managed by elected Trustees on
behalf of the whole village. In turn, the
car park continues as a private car park in
order to ensure its availability and most
importantly, free from any parking
charges.
We see the car park primarily for the
convenience of people who hire either
the Main Hall or the Coffee Room for
events and functions in the Merry Bells.
There are also some spaces reserved for
customers of the Library and Identity
Hair, both of whom pay rent for their
premises to support The Merry Bells.
In addition, the car park is available for
people to access the shops and offices in
the High Street on a short-term basis,
with a maximum of a 2 hour stay. We
recognise and feel this is important for
the sustainability of our shops, which we
are lucky to have in our village.
There should be no other use of the car
park.

In order to maintain its status as a private
car park, we are required to close it once
a year over a weekend. We will be doing
this again on January 15th -17th and so
we ask that all vehicles are removed by
1.00pm on Saturday 15th. It will re-open
at 10.00 am on Monday 17th January.
If anyone would like more details about
the above or are keen to become
involved with the management of this
important village facility, don’t hesitate
to get in touch with any of the
Committee, whose names are displayed
on the Merry Bells notice board, or email
us at info@merrybells.org.uk.
To book The Merry Bells please either go
to our website www.merrybells.org.uk
and click on the booking tab, or contact
info@merrybells.org.uk, or phone 01865
872073.

Tim Blightman
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Wheatley WI
www.wheatleywi.com
We were delighted to be able to hold our
first face to face meeting in September
after eighteen months on Zoom.
The
Zoom meetings were popular and very
successful but no substitute for the real
thing.

Alexandra House of Joy in Bicester. This is a
charity set up in memory of their daughter
who had severe learning disabilities.
People with profound and severe learning
disabilities are well provided for as children
but on reaching the age of nineteen there
is no provision for them at all. The House
of Joy will be an inclusive centre for adults
and will provide daytime support and
respite services. It is hoped to eventually
include hospice care.

This first meeting was very informal as we
got to grips with the new format of social
distancing and mask wearing. However,
being the W.I., we coped admirably.
The president brought us up to date on all
the news from the Oxfordshire Federation
and reports were given on the re-starting
of the craft club and walking groups. There
were two quizzes to complete throughout
the evening but it was mainly a time to
catch up with old friends, something that
was appreciated by everyone present.

As usual the W.I. will be laying a wreath at
the War Memorial on Remembrance
Sunday.
History snippets 1921: In the minutes of
the meeting held on December 21st 1921
there is no mention of Christmas, despite it
only being four days away. Nevertheless,
several members did sign up for upholstery
classes.
However, they did have a
Christmas party in January with
entertainment
provided
by
the
Entertainments Committee. Funds were
tight so invitations were not issued to
family members. Several ladies said they
would be willing to contribute to the
expenses so it was decided to go ahead and
charge 9d for adults and 6d for children.
Unfortunately some of those ladies did not
fulfil their part of the contract so lessons
were learned the hard way.

In October we welcomed Rachel and Ian
Scott-Hunter who gave us a fascinating
insight to his life as a royal footman. His
duties included welcoming guests and
acting as their valet, laying tables (a very
exacting operation) and serving meals. We
have all seen footage of footmen escorting,
or riding on the royal carriages at state
events dressed in their crimson and gold
livery, and as Ian’s career progressed he
took on this role. He showed photographs
of himself riding the Queen’s carriage at
her Silver Jubilee procession and also at
Ascot and other events. The talk was
accompanied by our life size cut out of her
Majesty who, after spending the last few
years gathering dust in our store cupboard,
was a very fitting guest. I’m sure she would
have approved, especially as their talks are
helping to raise money to build the

Our December meeting is our Christmas
celebration (members only) but in January
visitors will be welcome to come and hear a
talk on the Children’s Air Ambulance.

Stephanie Brooklyn
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Getting ready for Winter - Energy Suppliers Priority List
All energy providers have a ‘priority list’ that can prioritise support for its customers during
times of power outages. OFGEM have some useful information on this service. Further
information is available from their website
https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/information-consumers/energy-advice-households/getting-extra
-help-priority-services-register
You are eligible if you:
•

have reached your state pension age

•

are disabled or have a long-term medical condition

•

are recovering from an injury

•

have a hearing or sight condition

•

have a mental health condition

•

are pregnant or have children under 5

•

have extra communication needs (such as if you don’t speak or read English well)

You might still be able to register for other reasons if your situation isn’t listed. For example,
if you need short-term support after a stay in hospital.
How to register
Apply by contacting your energy supplier or network operator.

Give them your contact details and as much information as you can about your needs.
Your supplier can pass your details to your network operator to add you to their register too.
It’s a good idea to ask them to do this if you rely on your energy supply for medical reasons.
If you have a different supplier for your gas and electricity, you need to contact them both.
You'll need to register again with any new supplier if you switch supplier.
Help you can get
•

Advance notice of planned power cuts. If you rely on your energy supply for medical
reasons your network operator can tell you about planned power cuts. For example,
when they plan engineering work.

•

Priority support in an emergency. Network operators could provide heating and
cooking facilities if you are cut off supply.

•

Identification and password scheme. This could include arranging a password or
agreed on picture cards if callers need to visit or contact you. This way you can feel
confident they are genuine.

•

Nominee scheme. You can nominate someone to receive communications and bills
from your supplier. For example, a family member, carer, or someone you trust.

•

Help with prepayment meter access. For example, moving a meter if you can’t safely
get to it to top up.

•

Regular meter reading services. For example, if nobody can read your meter.

•

Accessible information. For example, account info and bills in large print or braille.
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Wheatley Library | 01865 875267

Key Updates
Lateral Flow tests
As we all know, the covid pandemic is not over. We offer lateral flow tests
packs at the library for customers to take away. Each household is entitled to
2 packs per week from the library supplies. Please feel free to come in to
collect yours. Regular testing is an excellent means to prevent the spread of
coronavirus and the lateral flow tests have been proven to be highly effective
in detecting coronavirus. Even if you are vaccinated, it is recommended to
test at home.

New Books
Oxfordshire library service has a system in place whereby every library
receives brand new books every week. We also receive books through a
rotation system which, although not brand new are new to our site. The
books in the library are in a constant state of movement, giving fresh options
every time you come to the library.

Reservations
The library service also offers free reservations to anyone under the age of 18
and there is a small charge of £1.30 for anyone over the age of 18. If we do
not have a desired book on our shelves, you can request for it to be brought
to the library. Using your library card, you can ask a member of staff to make
the reservation or you can place it yourself on the online catalogue
https://libcat.oxfordshire.gov.uk/web/arena
or using the downloadable app Oxfordshire Libraries available from your app
provider.
Wendy Stanton | Library Manager
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Jobs & Wanted

SECRETARY REQUIRED
Wheatley Care requires a New Secretary to join our happy team as Sarah
Howes has left Wheatley for pastures new, we wish her all the best for
the future.
The Committee meets once in the months of February, May, August &
November, and we keep the meetings to around 1 to 2 hours, with the
option to stay for a coffee/tea & chat afterwards.
The Secretary would be responsible for the taking of the minutes,
distributing them to the committee members via email, emailing
updates /request to drivers, deal with all other correspondence
forwarded from the chairperson or co-ordinator etc, this is not onerous.
Please contact Kath Lamont for further information on 01865 876609

WHEATLEY CARE
VOLUNTEER TEAM MEMBER
Wheatley Care is looking for a third co-ordinator to join their
team of volunteers to help manage booking requests and driver
allocations (on average 30 per month)
If you like speaking to people and are good at scheduling/
planning we’d love to hear from you.
Please call

Kath Lamont—01865 876609

WHEATLEY CARE SCHEME NEEDS
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
Do you have any spare time to transport local
residents to medical appointments?
You will be reimbursed for your petrol cost.
So if you feel you can help us:
Please contact Kath Lamont—01865 876609
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Jobs & Wanted
Wheatley Information Booklet
Wheatley Parish Council have committed to updating the 2015 edition of the
Wheatley Information Booklet.
Any new organisations not included in the current edition can contact
clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk with their details, for inclusion in the next
edition.
Many thanks to Tim Blightman and Doug Lamont for their time spent in getting this
updated. We are hoping that this will be printed in December and available from
January 2022.

Beckley Village Hall Booking
Clerk Sought
Flexible hours and working from home
Part time post, approximately 25 hours per month, managing online booking system
(Hallmaster), salary to be confirmed.
Candidate should have good interpersonal skills, competency in IT systems including
email, MS word, MS Excel and web browsing.
Reply to: booking@beckleyvillagehall.org | Closing date Friday 17th December
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Home & Garden

Over 25 Years Experience (Local)
Weeding, Feeding, Mowing, Growing,
Edging, Hedging and More
ALL YEAR ROUND

MARK | 07707 253491
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Home & Garden

GARDENER

Home & Garden

Emerging from Hibernation
After nearly 2 years of pandemic-induced
inactivity, we are planning to get going again
with new energy and new leadership.
Following our appeal in the last newsletter,
Wendy Stanton, whom many will know as
the manager of the Wheatley Library, has
come forward to lead the group as we look
for new projects as well as hoping we will be
able to restart Swapshops sometime in 2022
(probably Spring) and resume our fruit
picking for next season.

would, as always, love to hear from anyone
who would like to get involved and, if you
are free, you would be very welcome to
come along to that meeting.

Please contact admin@wheatleycag.org to
let us know that you would like to come to
the meeting, or have any other input at this
time.

Contact us:
email admin@wheatleycag.org
website www.sustainablewheatley.org
Facebook page @sustainablewheatley
Twitter feed @suswheatley

There will be a meeting taking place at
7.30pm in the Library on Wednesday
December 8th, where we will be throwing up
ideas for new activities to help Wheatley
become an even more sustainable
community and deciding on a plan. We

Tim Blightman
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bookable through Eventbrite; bit.ly/
mapletreeeb. There is a suggested
donation of £2.50 per family per session.
We welcome everyone!
A Great Place to Grow

Monday: Messy Mondays at 10:0011:30am
Tuesday: Story and Rhyme Time at 10:00
-11:30am
Wednesday: Maple Babies at 10:3011:30am and 1:00-2:00pm
Thursday: Little Explorers at 10:0011:30am and Twinnies at 2:00-3:30pm
Social Butterflies at 10:00-11:30am (drop
in)
Family Fun at 10:00-11:30am 3rd
Saturday in month
Village Outreach: The Maple Tree at
Forest Hill Village Hall on Thursdays from
11:00am-12:00pm (drop in)
Ways to volunteer: Become a trustee,
help in one of our sessions, or
fundraising.
Check out our Website and Facebook
pages for our online sessions, special
events and helpful information!

Merry Christmas from The Maple Tree!
Christmas Trees for sale: This year we
are again joining with the Wheatley
Scouts to buy Christmas trees in bulk
from Scotland and to sell them in aid of
the Scouts and The Maple Tree. All of
our trees are grown on sustainable
plantations in Scotland and are premium
quality fir. Deadline for orders: Wed.
1st December at 5pm for delivery Sat.
11th Dec. To order call 01865 236700 or
email: xmastrees@mapletree.org.uk and
ask for a leaflet and order form as soon
as possible.
Christmas Gifts: On the Christmas tree
collection day, Sat 11th Dec., we will
have refreshments and mince pies at
The Maple Tree and a sale of Christmas
gifts from 9.30am – 2:00pm. All
welcome!
Magic Show: We are pleased to
announce the return of our New Year
Magic Show with Magic Pete on Sat.
15th January. A family afternoon with 2
performances, one for 2-5’s and a
second for 6-10-year-olds. Please
contact The Maple Tree for further
information and tickets: 01865 236700
and info@mapletree.org.uk
We are here to help you, if you need
help, advice or support: 01865 236700
or 07849 466249. Our sessions are

We are here to help you, if you need
help, advice or support:
01865 236700 or 07849 466249
info@mapletree.org.uk
www.mapletree.org.uk
www.facebook.com/
TheMapleTreeWheatley
Session Bookings: bit.ly/mapletreeeb
Laura Spencer | Centre Manager
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MONDAY
Wheatley Oaks FC | Holton Playing Fields | 19:00-20:00 | Women 30+ | hello@coachemma.co.uk
Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | via Zoom | 08:50-09:40 | 01865 876288 | tomgoss09@gmail.com

Not So Young Club | URC Hall | Fortnightly exc. B/H | 14:00-16:00 | albarjoiner@btinternet.com

Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group | 10:00-12:00 & 19:00-21:00 | Exc. bank holidays
Beaver Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | Term time 18:00-19:00 | 01865 874997
Sweaty Mama (Mum & baby fitness) | Merry Bells | 09:45-11:00 | courtney.leonard@hotmail.co.uk

Messy Mondays | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11:30 | bit.ly/mapletreeeb
Wheatley Bridge Club | Holton Village Hall | 19:00 | 01865 874017
Badminton Club | Park Sports Centre | 20:00-22:00 | 07769 827335
Studio25 Dance Academy | Merry Bells | studio25danceoxford@gmail.com | 07808 209243
•

Junior Beginners | 16:00-17:00 | Age 7-9

•

Senior Beginners | 17:00-18:00 | Age 10+

TUESDAY
Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-19:00
Rugby Club Seniors Training | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | To book 07768 300314

Wheatley Women’s Institute | Merry Bells | 3rd in month | 19:15 | 01865 558167
Wheatley Singers | URC Hall | 19:15-21:00 | 01865 872250 | All welcome
Wheatley Village Produce Association | Merry Bells | 2nd in month | 19:30
Flow Fitness Pilates | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00 | info@flowfitness.org.uk
Story and Rhyme Time | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11:30 | bit.ly/mapletreeeb
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome
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WEDNESDAY
Maple Babies | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00 & 13:00, one hour each | bit.ly/mapletreeeb
Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-17:00
Pop-up Pilates | Merry Bells | 18:30 & 19:30, 1 hour | info@pop-up-pilates.com | 07731 321991

Cub Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 18:45-20:15 | 01865 874284 | Boys & Girls Age 8-10½
Guides & Rangers | URC | Via Zoom | Term time 19:00-20:30 | Age 10+ | wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome
Baby Music Group | URC | Via Zoom | 10:00 | Term time only | Rachel 07505 131124
Gathering & Short Prayers | URC | Via Zoom | 10:30/18:00 alternating | minister@wheatleyurc.org.uk

Football Fitness | Tiger’s Retreat, Garsington | 19:00-20:00 | yohannadam@yahoo.co.uk | Age 30+

St Mary’s Church | 01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
•

Holy Communion | 12:00 | Must pre-book

THURSDAY
Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | via Zoom | 08:50-09:40 | 01865 876288 | tomgoss09@gmail.com

Wheatley Walks | Car park behind 6th Form Centre | 10:00-11:00 | 01865 873430
Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-17:00
Little Explorers | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11:30 | bit.ly/mapletreeeb
Twinnies! | Stay & Play for twins | Maple Tree Centre | 14:00-15:30 | bit.ly/mapletreeeb

Maple Tree at Forest Hill | Forest Hill Village Hall | 11:00-12:00 | laura@mapletree.org.uk
Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | 14:00-17:00 | Appt only, to book 01865 425909
Rugby Club Seniors | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | To book 07768 300314
Explorer Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 14½-18
Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome
Pilates | Merry Bells | 09:45-10:45
Yoga | Merry Bells | 19:30-20:30
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FRIDAY
Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-18:00
Horspath Hub Coffee Morning | 10:00-12:00 | 07591 933964
Coffee Morning w/ Wheatley Primary Sch.| Maple Tree Centre | 08:45-09:45 | Drop-in
Social Butterflies| Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11:30 | Drop-in
Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Boys & girls age 10½-14
St. Mary’s Bell Tower Practice | St. Mary’s Church | 19:30-21:00 | 01865 872250

Merry Bells Coffee Room | 10:00-12:00 | To book 01865 873996 | All welcome
Martial Arts | Primary School Hall | 07731 512682 | mrsfox@mattfiddes.com
•

Mighty Matts | 16:30-17:15 | Age 3-6

•

Junior/Family | 18:30-19:30 | Age 7+

SATURDAY
Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00
Ballet Class | Merry Bells | 10:00-11:00

Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | Last in month | 10:00-12:00 | Appt only 01865 425909

Family Fun| Maple Tree Centre | 3rd Saturday in month | 10:00-11:30 | bit.ly/mapletreeeb
Scrabble Club | Location varies | 1st in month | 19:30 | 01865 872628
Our Lady of Lourdes RC Church | 01865 762433 | corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk
•
Vigil Mass | Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. | 18:00

SUNDAY
Wheatley Windmill Open | 2nd in month | May to October
Wheatley Minis Football | Holton Rugby Club | 09:00-10:00 | Ages 4-7 | 07756 608744

St Mary’s Church | 01865 872224 | vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
•
•
•
•

Holy Communion | 08:00
Parish Praise | 1st Sunday in month | 10:00
Sung Eucharist | 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday in month | 10:00
Food Bank Sunday | 4th Sunday in month | 10:00 | Please bring a donation for the
Food Bank
United Reformed Church | 01865 876288 | secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk
•
Holy Communion | 1st & 3rd Sunday in month | 10:00
•
Food Bank Sunday | 1st Sunday in month| 10:00
•
Afternoon tea | 1st Sunday in month | 14:30-16:30
Wheatley Community Church | office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
•
Wheatley Primary School | 10:30
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YOUR Wheatley Village Archive
Our last entry for 2021 and it’s been
great to be able to open the archive
room. This can be made easier with the
kind co-operation of the library staff,
who will give access to the archive
room through the library. A warm
welcome awaits you all on a Thursday
afternoon or the last Saturday of the
month in the morning. One visitor was
an ex-resident of the children’s home
(Morland House) who popped in as he
was retracing his childhood in Wheatley
after over 40 years.
Several years ago the Archive was given
two enlarged photos of Wheatley that
used to be in the registrar’s office – the
Merry Bells and Harris’ Stores. They are
now displayed in the upstairs corridor
of the Merry Bells, do come and see
them.
Like most villages, Wheatley has a
number of surnames which have been
around a long time. Although the family
trees in the archive can be found on

the following names as being a branch
of your Wheatley family from earlier
times, and would like to help create
more current links, please contact
Michael
Heaton
at
michael@wheatleyarchive.org.uk.
Armborough,
Avery,
Chapman,
Clements, Cooper, Crick, Cripps,
Cullum, Dover, Edwards, Gomm,
Goodin, Gould, Hanks, Hinton, Hunt,
Knight, Meloney, Merritt, Messenger,
Miles, Munt, Nixey, Putt, Robbins, Rose,
Sheldon, Shorter, Thornton, Tombs,
Turner, Washington, Webb, Weller
Finally, we have a number of (school)
village studies, mostly done early in the
2000s and we would like to offer these
back to those who wrote them, as they
do not form part of our historical
archive. These were written by P.
O’Sullivan, Dean Evans, Anna Clements,
James Currie, Conor Anand-Shaw, Laura
Heap and Lauren Hanks. Please contact
the same e-mail address if you would
like to be reunited with your study.

www.wheatleyarchive.org.uk/genealogy.php

they
have
been
painstakingly
reproduced and added to the main part
of the website under the ‘General’ tab
linking their ancestry with relevant
village history from the 1700s, 1800s
and a small part of the 1900s.
Wheatley Village Archive would like to
try to connect these trees to members
of the same family still living in the
village today. So, if you recognise any of

Do check out the website on
www.wheatleyarchive.org.uk
it’s
always growing!

Steph Cox
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Notices | Clubs | Events
THE MERRY BELLS CAR
PARK WILL BE CLOSED
FROM 1.00 PM
SATURDAY 15th
JANUARY UNTIL
10.00 AM MONDAY
17th JANUARY
ALL VEHICLES MUST
BE REMOVED DURING
THIS TIME
WHEATLEY LIBRARY
Merry Bells upper level
Return to regular hours
Tue 14:00-19:00
Wed 09:30-13:00
Wed 14:00-17:00
Thu 14:00-17:00
Fri 09:30-13:00
Fri 14:00-18:00
Sat 09:30-13:00
Welcome back!

HOLTON &
WHEATLEY CRICKET
CLUB
New members, any
ability, always
welcome.

Save the Date The Maple Tree
Macmillan
Mammoth Quiz
2022
Fri 25th February
Either on Zoom or
face-to-face
Details to follow
Sue Coombes
WHEATLEY CARE SCHEME
For transport to hospital,
surgeries etc. NOT to shops!
For all residents of
Wheatley, Littleworth &
Holton
TO BOOK, PLEASE PHONE
AS SOON AS YOU HAVE
YOUR APPOINTMENT
07505 543750 Answerphone
Use your Blue Badge if you
have one

Wheatley
Refugee Support
Group

Christmas
Donations

Sat 4th December
10:00-12:00
Contact Hugh Kitchin
URC Church
01865 873305

Baby Massage
(A 5-week course
starting in soon)
Tuesdays
10:30am-12:00pm
£50 Booking
essential via email
laura@mapletree.org.uk

Wheatley Care
Scheme
Secretary needed
for meetings four
times per year
Contact Kath
Lamont
01865 876609

Parish Clerk
Needed
Stanton St. John
10 hours per week
flexible, mostly from
home
£15 per hour
Contact Andrew Clark
01865 351615
Full details page 59

Notices | Clubs | Events
Wheatley Parish
Council
CUPPA, CAKE and a
CHAT
Merry Bells
Thu 23rd December
10:00-12:00
Meet a friendly face
and enjoy some tasty
treats

19:00 Thu 2nd December
URC Church at the end of
the High Street
Members old and new
welcome.
Helen Keeley
wheatleyprods@gmail.com

Wheatley Singers
We’re back!
Meeting every Tuesday
in the large and airy St.
Mary’s Church.
We’d love you to join us
as we prepare for a
revival performance in
November.
We sing; we have fun;
we go to the pub.

Brownies

Guides

Rangers

Back meeting
outdoors only
Girls aged 7 to 9
Wednesdays
17:30 - 19:00
Contact Adele

Back meeting indoors
Girls aged 10 to 14
Wheatley URC
Term-time
Wednesdays
19:00 - 20:30
Contact Rachel

Back meeting indoors
Girls aged 15 to 17
Wheatley URC
Term-time
Wednesdays
19:00 - 20:30
Contact Clare

1stwheatleybrownies@gmail.com

wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk

wheatley.guides@yahoo.co.uk

Wheatley Village
Product Assn.

Wheatley Area Churches

WHEATLEY VILLAGE
ARCHIVE
Thursdays 2pm-5pm
Room 1 (upstairs)
Merry Bells
Last Saturday of each
month
10am-12 noon
Have you been to find
out about your village.
Do come soon!

WHEATLEY PRODUCTIONS

Meeting &
Christmas Party

GENERAL
KNOWLEDGE QUIZ
Merry Bells
Tue 11th January 2022
19:30
wheatleyvpa@gmail.com

Advent Windows
2021
Starts 1st December
16:00-20:00 every
day in month
Map download link
and details page 46
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Church News
Our Lady of Lourdes

Wheatley Area Churche

01865 762433 | corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk

gordon.ewbank@gmail.com

Advent—A Time of Hope
There are many traditions
surrounding the period of
Advent; it is a time of
expectation and hope, much
deeper and meaningful than
the glitter and commerce
which submerges us each
year.
Last year, in the
village, we had a series of
Advent windows, gradually
revealed
throughout
December,
a
popular
innovation which will be
repeated this year – may it
become a new Wheatley
tradition. One of the older
traditions that we use at OLL
to prepare for Christmas is
the Advent wreath, an
innovation
which
first
appeared in Germany, some
200 years ago.
Our wreath consists of a
woven circle of evergreens
with five candles – three
purple and one rosecoloured, and a white one in
the middle.
The circle
represents God’s unending
love but each of the candles
has a significance too; the
ones around the edge are lit
progressively on each of the
four
Sundays
before
Christmas.
The first purple candle
traditionally represents hope
– as we light it this year on
the first Sunday of Advent
we will be expressing hope
that as a global community

we might undergo a genuine
conversion to hear the cry of
the earth and the cry of the
poor in the light of the
climate crisis.
The purple candle for week 2
is sometimes called the
Bethlehem
candle,
the
birthplace of King David and
Jesus; it represents faith –
and our belief that the world
can be better. In week 3, it is
the rose-coloured candle
which
we
will
light,
representing the joy of the
shepherds that Jesus came
for the humble people, like
themselves, not for the rich
and privileged. Jesus knew
about levelling up.
The Angel’s candle for week
4
represents
the
announcement of Jesus as
peace-maker and underlines
this year our need to live in
harmony with each other
and with creation.
The central white candle,
which we will light at Our
Lady
of
Lourdes
on
Christmas morning at the
10am Mass, represents the
light of Christ – a new way of
understanding
our
relationship
with
God
through the gospel message
of love. Let it shed some
light on the path from
government and politics to
statesmanship.

John Guy
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A Season of Hope
At a recent meeting of
the
Wheatley
Area
Churches committee we
concluded with a verse
from the apostle Paul’s
letter to the emerging
church In Rome - ‘May
the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace as
you trust in him, so that
you may overflow with
hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit’.
There will have been
times in the last two
years when the reservoir
of hope might have run
very low for some in our
community.
However,
God is a fresh spring of
hope in such dark times,
and of course in better
times too, and those
who drink from that
spring are called to bring
hope to others.

Church News

es

Wheatley Community Church
office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org

This coming Christmas
will be a more hope and
joy-full time in our
village,
I’m
sure.
Wheatley Area Churches
are planning to run our
traditional Carol service
at St. Marys once more
(on the 19th December)
and we will be repeating
the Advent Windows
initiative that was so
popular during lockdown
last year. In addition, in
January we are planning
a united celebration on
23rd January for the
week of prayer for
Christian Unity – a
powerful message of
hope for the new year.
May this Christmas time
be a season of hope and
peace for all in our
village community this
year.

Celebrating Advent
One of the great things about the Christmas season is
that we don’t just celebrate the 25th – we have the
whole season of Advent to celebrate! Four whole
weeks of anticipation, and a reminder that some
things are worth waiting for. At the Community
Church, we’ll be throwing ourselves into the Advent
Windows project, but also celebrating the start of
Advent with some special events on December 5th, to
which you are warmly invited!
Celebration of Christmas hope “Light in the Darkness”
– 10:30am, Wheatley Primary school, followed by
mince pies and other seasonal refreshments.
Candlelit carols service – 4:30pm on December 5th,
Wheatley recreation ground (subject to confirmation),
followed by mince pies & mulled wine at the Merry
Bells.
Dec 12th & 19th – Sunday services 10:30 at the
Primary
School
as
usual.
Dec 25th – Christmas morning service, 11:00 at the
Primary
School.
Dec 26th – no service.
As usual, because of uncertainties around COVID,
please
check
our
website
wheatleycommunitychurch.org/advent to confirm
details of events.
WCC meets on Sundays at 10:30am in Wheatley
Primary School.
All are welcome – why not join us? For more
information, or to register interest, head to
wheatleycommunitychurch.org/alpha
office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org

Gordon Ewbank | Chair

Al McNicoll | Pastor
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Wheatley Advent Windows 2021
Following the success of last
year’s Advent Windows trail
that saw homes and businesses
around Wheatley light up a
decorated window every day in
December, Wheatley Area
Churches are once again
creating a living advent
calendar in our village. Every
day until Christmas Eve a new
window will be illuminated to
join the trail of lit windows
between 4-8pm every evening.
Each window bears a number
to represent its position in the
countdown to Christmas and is decorated in a variety of festive
interpretations of the season.
This year’s project sees an additional element to the trail, where each of the
four weeks in December has a theme - Light, Justice, Peace, Presence - and
the windows will reflect this theme. Many of the windows will also display a
poster with a QR code which, when scanned by mobile phone, will provide
extra resources created by the village churches which give a chance to reflect
in a variety of ways on the ‘reason for the season’, whether that be a
Christmas carol to listen to, a downloadable kids’ activity sheet, a piece of
artwork or a video presentation.
Maps for the trail can be downloaded from
https://adventwindows.wixsite.com/wheatleyadventwindow/map
or picked up from Bruin, Cricks and Wheatley Estates.
Liz Wickens
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Wheatley Refugee Support Group
CHRISTMAS DONATIONS FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS AND REFUGEES
FOOD , TOILETRIES and TOYS
SATURDAY 4th DECEMBER 2021 -10 am -12 noon
UNITED REFORM CHURCH, CROWN SQUARE, WHEATLEY
We are collecting for Asylum Welcome, to distribute to displaced people in
Oxfordshire. Asylum Welcome distribute over 1,100 food bags annually, enabling
recipients to feed themselves and their families. During the summer we were
pleased to deliver weekly donations of fresh vegetables from Wheatley allotment
holders.
Preferred items : RICE, COOKING OIL, TINNED TOMATOES, TINNED SWEETCORN,
TINNED BEANS, BAKED BEANS, TINNED FRUIT, TINNED FISH, MILK ( UHT),
BISCUITS,SUGAR , PEANUT BUTTER, JAM, LONG-LIFE FRUIT JUICE, DRIED FRUIT AND
NUTS, COFFEE, TEA. Sorry, NO MEAT.
UNOPENED SOAP, SHOWER GEL , SHAMPOO.
If donating MINCE PIES, please NO TRACES OF ALCOHOL.
Please ensure that food is in a useable condition and within date.
TOYS should be clean, either new or in very good condition. Sorry, no electronic toys,
computer games, puzzles or board and card games.
COLLECTION OF CLOTHES/BEDDING ON 23rd OCTOBER 2021
Once again, very many thanks to
more than 60 residents of Wheatley
and surrounding area who supported
the 3rd collection held this year. This
was again on behalf of Global Aid
Network, to support refugees stuck
in Greece and Serbia.
For further information go to our
Facebook page. You can contact us
on
wheatleyrefugeegroup@gmail.com
Nick Vernede
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The Howe Trust
Last Christmas the Howe Trust,
working with the local schools, were
able to offer the ingredients for a full
Christmas dinner to all families who
had pupils eligible for free school
meals. We were able to provide
meals for 75 families for which there
was much grateful thanks. This was
funded by the Howe Trust with an
initial commitment of £3,000
together with generous donations
from many local individuals and a
grant from the ASDA foundation.
This year we are planning to repeat
the initiative. The financial pressures,
with the loss of the additional
universal credit and escalating fuel
and food prices, are even greater for
many low income families. Individual
contributions are welcome and can
be made to the Howe Trust
(Wheatley) by cheque payable to the
Howe Trust and sent to the trust c/o
Wheatley Parish Office, The Merry

Bells, High Street, OX33 1XP. For
details regarding bank transfer and
Gift
Aid,
contact
mkb@doctors.org.uk
Two other bits of news. At the time
of writing we are still awaiting 105
trees donated by the Woodland Trust
for planting on the Howe. Lack of
delivery drivers means this is
postponed but we still anticipate
planting,
with
help,
before
Christmas.
Finally after 13 years as chair of the
trust I have decided to ‘retire’
although will remain a trustee, and
am delighted that Maggie Fyffe will
be taking over as chair. I would like
to thank the trustees, the allotment
committee and all the volunteers for
their help and support during this
time.

Malcolm Benson

Wheatley Good Neighbour Scheme
Are you looking to support others in the community? If so, give Deb a
ring on 873737 as we could really use more volunteers. Deb will be
happy to explain further about the different roles available. Such a
worthwhile way to help those who may be struggling.
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Wheatley Village Produce Association
Words from The VPA
It was wonderful to see so many
members at the AGM last month!
After a relatively mild October and
late leaf fall, November brought
strong winds and frosts. Now is a
good time to reflect on the past
gardening year and start planning
for the next.
December/January. Although little
growth happens at this time of year,
there is plenty to do, so wrap up
warm and enjoy the days of clear,
blue skies and sparkling sunshine!

is equivalent to minimum tillage in
commercial farming. Just a thought!
Another way to keep warm is
snuggled on the sofa with seed
catalogues and gardening magazines
– a real treat!

The strong winds can take their toll,
so make sure any supports or
shelters are sturdy. Pop a rubber ball
in the pond to prevent completely
freezing over. Known as the
‘dormant’ period, now is the time
for planting or moving bare root
trees and shrubs and taking
hardwood cuttings. Prune your apple
and pear trees at any time in winter
but acers, birches and vines are best
cut back before the festive season.
Digging over vacant ground is a good
job to keep warm but why not
consider going ‘no dig’? Every time
the soil is opened up, carbon is
released to the atmosphere. No Dig

The General Knowledge Quiz will be
held on 11 January 2022 (where did
the last two years go?) at 7.30pm in
the Merry Bells. Come and flex those
little grey cells and bring your own
refreshments. Send any queries
about the VPA or questions about
gardening
to
wheatleyVPA@gmail.com and we
will do our best to help. All the best
for a Happy Christmas and New
Year!

Geraldine Surman
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ASDA Wheatley Community Update
A number of charities and groups have
made use of our donation of space in
store, by collecting for their charities or
raising awareness for their own causes.
The Royal British Legion have once again
been collecting from the 5th to the 13th
of November as part of the 2021 Poppy
Appeal. A number of groups have been
booked in for the festive period.
As part of our Christmas initiative this
year, we will have a gift trolley in store
for Thomley as part of their annual toy
appeal. Any donations of gifts will be
given out at their annual Christmas Party
to disabled children as part of their visit
to see Father Christmas. This is located
alongside our usual food bank trolley.
We are also providing a local school in
the Wheatley area with 35 Christmas
Eve boxes which will contain an activity
book, storybook, colouring pencils as
well as edible treats to distribute to
families in need. The boxes are aimed at
children aged 7-10 years old.

We are now in our third voting period
for green token giving, with three local
primary school PTA's taking part in the
vote. The result of our last vote was
Thomley being the winning group with
£500 heading their way. Horspath
Nursery and Dementia Active are the
runners up. Many congratulations to all
and to everyone who has supported the
green
token
giving
vote
this
year. Nominations are being accepted
for 2022, so please send your
nominations in.
All ASDA Foundation grants are now
closed for 2021. New grants will be
available in 2022. Please contact me in
the New Year for further information.
As a final comment, I would just like to
wish all our customers all the best over
the festive period.

Linda Blackmore

Wheatley Productions
After a long break we are glad to be meeting again! We have gathered a couple of times to
catch up, make plans for the future and to have some fun together doing drama games and
reading play excerpts. Our next such gathering will be on Thursday 2nd December, 7pm at
the United Reformed Church at the end of the High Street. This will be our Christmas Party
and we’re looking forward to seeing members old and new!
So if you are interested in any aspect of theatre please do come along or contact us at the
email address below. We’re very much looking forward to a busy 2022!

Helen Keeley | Secretary | wheatleyprods@gmail.com
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Wheatley Playing Field Trust
maintenance team. Given the number of
trees on the field, it was fortunate that so
few were affected.

News from The Trust
First of all, our congratulations to Wheatley
Oaks FC who have won the Grassroots
Project of the Year for Oxfordshire FA!

Although there has been a phased return to
play post Covid for the various sports, some
of the local clubs are still struggling to start
up again. Wheatley Playing Field Trust is
fully supporting them during these difficult
times.

This award is a recognition of all the hard
work and enthusiasm of the coaches and
everyone involved with the football club.
For full details, go to the Oxfordshire FA
website:

If there is anyone in the community who is
thinking about playing netball, football or
rugby or just wants to improve their fitness,
please contact the clubs directly or use the
Trust contact details below.

www.oxfordshirefa.com/news/2021/
nov/04/wheatley-oaks-scoop-grassrootsproject-of-the-year
The recent high winds damaged some of
the trees and brought down branches
particularly on the northern side of the
playing field. This damage was promptly
dealt with by the Trust and the ground

Do get in touch at:
enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk

Paul Willmott | Chairman

PARISH CLERK VACANCY – 10 HRS/WEEK, WELL PAID
FLEXIBLE HOURS, MOSTLY FROM HOME
Stanton St John Parish Council is looking for a new Parish Clerk and Responsible Finance
Officer, to start as soon as possible. The Clerk provides clerical and administrative support
for councillors and manages the council’s accounts and financial records.

Starting salary: £15 per hour (approx. 10 hours per week) to be reviewed after second-year
appraisal; plus administrative and travel expenses.
Training is available on specific aspects of the role.
Familiarity with the area is an advantage, but it’s not necessary to live in Stanton St John,
providing you are able to visit the village once or twice per month for meetings.
*Are you happy to work independently, mainly at home?
*Do you have good oral & written communication skills?
*Are you reasonably proficient with Microsoft Word & basic Excel functions?
If so, and you are interested or have any questions, please contact Andrew Clark, Chair of SSJ
Parish Council on 01865 351615. The post is vacant at the time of writing, but will be filled as
soon as we find the right person.
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Wheatley Dental Practice | 01865 873314
We are currently accepting new patients at our friendly local dental surgery.
Please phone our receptionists or call in for more details!
Tooth whitening and facial aesthetic treatments available.
Catherine Peers BDS, Claudia Conde MClinDent(Prostho.)London
Rachel Hyde RDH, Julie Davies RDH
96 Church Road, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ
wheatleydental@gmail.com
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Howe & Co 22

Mobile Fish
& Chip Van
07376 395678
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Lifestyle
Janet Lewis 01865 989770
www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/Janet.Lewis
Janet.lewis@travelcounsellors.com

NHS Covid Pass
I wanted to remind you about the NHS Covid Pass
required for travel abroad. I would recommend setting
this up now even if you don't have imminent travel
plans, to ensure you are prepared for when you do
travel abroad. There are various security measures in
place, which vary from user-to-user, meaning
verification time can be instant for some and take
considerably longer for others. Please make sure you
complete this at least 4 weeks in advance of travel.
Digital versions can be accessed by downloading the NHS
App (you must be registered with a GP surgery), or by
using the online NHS Covid Pass service. Paper versions
can be requested online by going to:

www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/covidpass/get-your-covid-pass-letter/ You also need to
make sure your NHS Covid Pass and Passport are both in
the same name.
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Unit 15 Wheatley Business Centre,
Old London Road, Wheatley, OX33 1XW
E: enquiries@wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com
W: www.wheatleyfootbodyclinic.com

Gemma Johnson BSc MCPod HCPC
Podiatrist / Chiropodist T:07969 321909
William Johnson-Coleman BSc MISRM MSMA
Soft Tissue Therapist T: 07539 257542
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THE HORSPATH HUB
The HUB POST OFFICE is open every Friday from 10:00 to 13:00
COFFEE MORNINGS, known for especially good coffee and home made
cakes, are open every Friday from 10:30 to 12:00
Activities now available: Yoga , Pilates, Table Tennis, Art, and Wine Club
The Venue is perfect for small parties and events.
Booking still required - please contact us for the latest information.
CONTACT US: 07591 933964 | horspathhub@gmail.com
visit www.horspath.co.uk for details on how to book, costs, events etc.

The Maple Tree
Are you looking for a venue for a
child or family friendly activity? Ask
us about our reasonable rental rates

info@mapletree.org.uk
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Over the past couple of months we have had quite a variety of
events. The talk by Colin Pawson on “The Story of Coaching
from the Golden Age to the Present Day” on September 23rd
was considered by many to have been one of the best we
have had. Maybe some of you heard the accompanying horn
calls.
The trip to a private garden in Chalgrove, which specialises in
autumnal flowers and grasses on the 6th October, turned into
a glorious afternoon in a beautiful garden complete with
afternoon tea.
The garden theme
continued with the
Maple
Tree’s
Gardener’s Question Time at the Mill View Garden
Centre on October 8th which we helped promote and
support. It was a very sociable and informative fund
raiser.

Members of Morland House gave us a talk November
2nd to bring us up to date with the developments
within the practice: the new pharmacy and dispensary,
the additional services now available such as physiotherapy and social care facilitation. The
speakers were very generous with their time and answered many questions from members
comprehensively and clearly. In particular, the audience was assured that in-person
appointments were available to all.
The 12th November at the Merry Bells saw the return of Desert Island Discs. Kathy Keene
interviewed our castaway Bill Jackson, weaving his selected discs into a fascinating account of
his life and career which saw him and his family living in several countries whilst working in
the field of International Development.
To round off the year we will have our traditional Clever Clogs Quiz with quizmaster John
Duffelen on December 10th. To start 2022, on Thursday 20th January Geoff Stephens will tell
us all about the work done so far to set up the Littleworth Nature Reserve and the plans for
its future development. On Friday 18th February we hope to hold an Oxford Evening of music
and sketches to accompany an array of local dishes. As always further information will be
available nearer the time.
To end this contribution to the Parish Newsletter we wish you a happy festive season and
strongly encourage you to join the Wheatley Society in 2022.
We look forward to seeing you at our future events. For those interested in joining, please
contact Leigh Darnton: darnton@talktalk.net.

The Wheatley Society Committee
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Making a Comeback
Although not yet fully out of the COVID-19
woods, Wheatley Park School is well on the
road to recovery. We have had a firm focus
this year on making up for any lost learning
or impaired social and emotional
development caused by the disruption of
the last year and a half. For example, we
held a week-long summer school in late
August to help our new Year 7 students
settle in, which they have now done
magnificently. As things slowly return to
'normal' it has been particularly satisfying to
reinstitute our broad extra-curricular
programme. Our young people are once
again relishing the opportunity to play
sports fixtures, take part in trips and visits,
and prepare for our comeback school
production of 'Grease' amongst many other
activities.
Students
have
responded
magnificently, and we are immensely proud
of the positive start they have made to the

Wheatley Park School

school year.
Finally, one of the most long-standing and
integral members of our school community
is stepping down for a well-deserved
retirement at Christmas. Kevin Heritage,
who will be familiar to many in the local
community, has served Wheatley Park
School for over twenty-five years in total
both as a hugely respected History teacher
in the 1980s and then, after a sojourn at The
Cherwell School, as our wonderful School
Manager. Kevin is one of the people who
truly merits the label of 'irreplaceable' and
we are very pleased that he intends to
maintain his association with the school
through a variety of ways. That said, we wish
him all the best for his retirement and thank
him for his enormous contributions to
school life over the years.

Tim Martin | Headteacher

Awareness, A Powerful First Step
As we face another Winter of collective unknowns, with more potential Covid – Brexit –
Supply Chain problems etc. the main consistency, the main reliable friend, the main
supportive crutch we can call on, as we did during the lockdowns, is nature. In all its forms,
in all its locations, in all its glory.
Its sometimes hard to have our consciousness opened to it, its even harder to keep our
awareness open to it. Its just so easy to go back to the comfort of old habits, old mindsets,
old ways.
Awareness of all that though, is a fantastic initial step. If you have a garden, keep making
that effort to be aware that natures active out there, even in the depths of the coming
Winter.
If you don’t have your own garden, or access to a garden, utilize your local greenspace,
and observe the natural local soap opera that plays out there.
I’m writing this in a café near Reading rail station, looking out of the window and watching
the wildflowers growing out of the cracks in the pavement, bobbing about in the wind.
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Almost Normal
We were delighted to open our doors in
September and welcome back all of our
children and families – especially the ones
starting their school career. The younger
children are very much enjoying their new
space in the school, following its
refurbishment last year.
We have returned to an almost normal
school day, retaining some of the measures
we used during the height of the pandemic
and of course remaining vigilant. The
children are benefitting from being able to
move more freely around school and mix
with other age groups again. Our Y6 pupils
are doing a fantastic job of supporting the
youngest pupils at lunchtime for example.
We aim to be a school that is at the heart of
the Wheatley community and we are aware
that this may not always be for the right
reasons! We understand the frustrations
around traffic on the Littleworth Road and

Wheatley CE Primary School

are working closely with the Parish Council
and with the school’s Trust (ODST) to find
ways of alleviating the issue. We are always
mindful of safety for our children and
families and all other road users.
We are also pleased to offer space in the
school for hire to local clubs etc. The hall is a
great space for events and clubs, and we
expect to have a new ‘Community Hub’
space refurbished and ready for use in the
near future.
And finally, the school will be seeing some
change soon; one of our headteachers, Mrs
Anneka Fisher, will be leaving the school to
take up an exciting new role at Oxford
Brookes. We will miss her greatly and wish
her luck. Her role will be filled as Mrs
Standing
becomes
our
full-time
headteacher.

Gill Standing | Headteacher

Remember, us, we, you, are part of nature to, not remote from it. So, get out there, and
take an active role in the ecosystem you’re a part of. If you can’t get out in it, just being
aware its there and its your ecosystem is very powerful, trust me.
Our pets, our cattle, our animal companions, are all part of that ecosystem too, so we
need to think about how and when we introduce them, or even, if we should?
Its easy to forget we have a micro ecosystem of animal companions around us, let alone
that micro system forms part of the giant ecosystem out there. It all mainly starts with
awareness though. Start by considering how we are impacted, and how we impact on the
ecosystem out there in our gardens, our local shared greenspace, and our communities.
We all face the same uncomfortable truths going forward in these unknown times. Rest
assured though, nature is there consistently, reliably, and supportively. We’re all part of
that too, so let’s support it and ourselves, it’s a mere cycle.
Happy Gardening!
Stuart Mabbutt | Wildlife Gardening Specialist

01865 747243

Stuart Mabbutt
www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
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Over the past year, Oxfordshire County Council, in partnership with South
Oxfordshire, Vale of White Horse and Cherwell District Councils has been
progressing with a project to allow Civil Parking Enforcement (CPE) to be
implemented across South, Vale and Cherwell Districts. This is where powers to
enforce parking contraventions transfers from the Police to the County Council. It
is expected CPE will bring a number of benefits to residents, businesses and other
road users, including increased compliance of parking restrictions and less
blocking of major traffic routes by parked vehicles. When the changes come into
effect, parking enforcement in South, Vale and Cherwell Districts will be managed
on the County Councils behalf by Conduent Parking Enforcement Solutions Ltd,
who currently carry out on-street enforcement on behalf of the County Council
within Oxford City. This service works well, and the County Council believes it can
extend the current operations with minimal disruption and costs.
What can be enforced via CPE:
Under the new powers, Civil Enforcement Officers (CEOs) will be able to enforce
the majority of restrictions where traffic orders and regulatory signs and lines are
in place, for example double yellow lines or disabled bays. It should be noted
however, that currently problems such as footway parking are not automatically
enforceable unless there are formal restrictions in place (via a traffic order). This
may change in the future as the Department for Transport have recently
consulted on the issue of whether to make footway parking an ‘automatic’
offence.
For more information:
oxfordshire.gov.uk/parking

SODC Waste Collections — December 2021 & January 2022
Collection day is Monday unless * (B. Hol)

Which bins and other items?

Dec 13th & *27th | Jan *10th & 24th

Green, brown, food & oil waste, textiles

Dec 6th & 20th | Jan *3rd, *17th & 31st

Grey, food & oil waste, small electricals
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Key Contacts
Local Governance:
Oxfordshire County Council | 01865 792422 | oxfordshire.gov.uk
County Councillor Tim Bearder | 07789 754727 | tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Alexandrine Kantor | 07581 745221 | alexandrine.kantor@southoxon.gov.uk
South Oxfordshire DC | 01235 422422 | southoxon.gov.uk
Planning Applications | 01235 422600 | planning@southoxon.gov.uk
Wheatley Parish Council | 01865 875615 | clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Local information:
Wheatley Post Office | 0845 722 3344 | Open Mon-Fri 09:00-17:30, Sat 09:00-13:00
The Maple Tree (Children's Centre) | 01865 236700 | laura@mapletree.org.uk
The Merry Bells Village Hall | 01865 872073 | merrybells.org.uk
Howe Trust Allotment Assoc. | Secretary | Taff Morgan-Jones | 01865 874413
Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 | wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Wheatley Park Sports Centre | 01865 872128 | better.org.uk/venues/park
Wheatley Park School | 01865 872441 | wheatleypark.org
Wheatley Primary School | 01865 872366 | wheatley.oxon.sch.uk

Services:
Police non-emergency | 101 | www.thamesvalley.police.uk
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire | 03444 111 444 | caox.org.uk
To report potholes, fly-tipping, broken paving, vandalism, etc. | fixmystreet.com
OCC Family Information Service | 08452 262636 | fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
OCC Highways | 0845 310 1111 | highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Missed Bin Collection | 03000 610610 | admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
Bulky Household Waste Collection | 01235 422406 | waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
Housing | 01235 422422 | housing@southandvale.gov.uk
GP Surgery, Morland House | 01865 872448 | morland-house.co.uk
NHS Out of Hours Service | 111 | 111.nhs.uk
Gas Emergency | 0800 111 999 | nationalgrid.com/group/safety-and-emergencies
National Power Cut Helpline | 105 | ssen.co.uk
Burst pipe or leak | 0800 714 614 | thameswater.co.uk
Floodline | 0345 988 1188 | gov.uk/check-flood-risk

Transport:
Oxfordshire Comet | 01865 323201 | oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet
Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to hospital or GP surgery) | 07505 543750
Arriva (280) Bus | 0344 800 4411 | arrivabus.co.uk
Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London) | 01865 785400 | brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk
National Rail Enquiries | 03457 484950 | nationalrail.co.uk
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