
1 

Published by Wheatley Parish Council 

FEBRUARY | MARCH | 2019 

WHEATLEY NEWS 

GIVE US YOUR VIEWS 
Oxford to Cambridge Expressway—Pages 6 & 7 
Local/Growth Plans—Page 8 

Photo: Snowy Shotover | Geoff Stephens 



2 

WHEATLEY 
NEWS 

Publisher 
Wheatley Parish Council 
The Parish Office 
The Merry Bells 
89 High Street 
Wheatley 
OX33 1XP 
clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

Distributor 
This newsletter is kindly 
distributed to all addresses in 
Wheatley and Holton by a team 
of volunteers, organised by 
Christine Vernede 
(01865) 873335. 
 
 

Disclaimer 
The views expressed in the 
Newsletter are not necessarily 
those of the Parish Council or 
the Editor, and no liability can 
be accepted for any errors or 
omissions, although we will 
publish corrections where 
necessary. 

Editor’s Note and Introduction 

Hello all. My name’s Pete, and I’ve recently 

taken over the reins as Editor for the Parish 

Council’s bi-monthly news publication. 

Firstly, I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Annette who, 

for the past three years, has produced the newsletter to an 

exceptionally high standard. Annette has handed over the 

newsletter in ship-shape condition and fine working order, 

which I shall do my utmost to maintain. 

That being said, I’m hoping to continue the evolution of the 

newsletter by initially focusing on the layout and presentation 

of content, in order to maximise the impact of articles and local 

business adverts. 

I’m really looking forward to continuing the newsletter in the 

community-led fashion that we have enjoyed so far, therefore 

feel free to get in touch with any content, feedback or 

suggestions. 

Best, 

Pete Collinson | newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Advertising & 
Contributions 

 

The Wheatley Newsletter 
welcomes contributions 
and adverts from everyone 
in the two parishes and 
from businesses and 
organisations serving 
Wheatley and District. 
News and reports from 
village organisations are 
particularly welcome but 
contentious issues or 
articles promoting personal 
causes should be avoided. 

The Editor reserves the 
right not to print items and 
to edit items submitted for 
publication.  

 

Head to bit.ly/wnl-info for 
further details and to 
download a booking form. 

bit.ly links 
In the interests of space and readability, we will be condensing some web 
addresses using bit.ly links. If you’ve never seen these before they work 
exactly the same way as regular web addresses, they’re just shorter and 
easier to read e.g. bit.ly/wnl-info. 

mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://bit.ly/wnl-info
http://bit.ly/wnl-info
https://bitly.com/
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SODC has launched its 
revised local plan detailing 
proposed housing and 
infrastructure developments 
to the year 2034. It is 
available to read online and 
hard copies are available in 
the library and the Parish 
office. I strongly advise 
everyone to look at this and 
make comments to SODC 
before the end of the 
consultation period on 
February 18th. There are a 
number of exhibition events 
being held, one of which is at 
the Merry Bells on January 
21st.  

The main proposal is to 
remove six strategic 
development sites from the 
Green Belt to facilitate the 
construction of 22,000 new 
houses during the life of the 
plan. The OBU Wheatley 
campus is one of these and, 
whilst not objecting to 
development on the site, 
both Wheatley and Holton 
councils are working closely 
to try to ensure that the 
whole site is not removed 
from the green belt.  

SODC are, understandably, 
unsure of any effect that a 
decision on the route of the 
proposed Expressway might 
have and the plan seems to 
have been heavily influenced 
by the Oxfordshire Growth 
Board and the finance deal 
that has been made with 

central government. This 
unelected body appears to 
be strongly influencing 
decisions on hugely 
important issues that have 
the potential to change the 
face of south Oxfordshire and 
Wheatley forever, seemingly 
without any significant public 
consultation. More on this 
elsewhere in this edition of 
the Newsletter. 

Parish Council terms run for 
four years and on May 2nd 
this year we are due to hold a 
local election. I believe that it 
is really important that an 
election for Wheatley Parish 
Council is held but we need 
in excess of 15 candidates 
before this will happen. The 
deadline for applications is 
April 3rd. We currently have 
a dedicated and diverse 
group of councillors but are 
short of our complement of 
15. In addition to local parish 
issues, Parish councils are 
becoming increasingly 
involved in both district, 
county and even national 
policy decisions and it is 
important that we represent 
our community at these 
levels.  If you would like to be 
more involved in what 
happens in your community, 
being a councillor can be a 
rewarding and enjoyable way 
to start. 

The Poppy Wall 

Over 450 poppies were 

made for the poppy wall. 

This was brilliant. Some 

of you may not have seen 

the thank you and 

picture on the Facebook 

page, so a belated huge 

thank you to everyone 

who helped to achieve 

this. They are now in our 

home waiting for another 

time to show all of your 

efforts. Once again many 

thanks to you all. 

Chairman’s Column 

Doug Lamont Cynthia Mancey 
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Happy New Year to 
you all! 

It was lovely to see so 
many familiar and 
friendly faces at the 
Christmas Fair back in 
December it was a 
fabulous community 
event and I enjoyed 
being involved, alongside 
your councillors. Thank 
you to everyone who 
worked behind the 
scenes to make it such a 
great night. 

At our January meeting 
Wheatley Parish Council 
approved its budget and 
precept for the coming 
financial year which has, 
for the first time in 
several years, included 
an increase on the 
precept of 2.5%. Putting 
that into context, the 
precept contribution 
from April 2019 on a 
Band D property will 
increase from £66.45 to 
£68.11. This increase will 
not only be used to help 
deliver your normal 
services but also to 
deliver some exciting 
projects within the 
village, including 

improvements to Farm 
Close Road Rec and 
Wheatley Play & Activity 
Day.  

Thank you to everyone 
who responded to the 
consultation on Farm 
Close Road Rec. The 
results are being collated 
and will be presented to 
our Open Spaces 
Committee and Parish 
Council for a final 
decision. 

Finally dog mess…not a 
nice thing to talk about, 
but one that I do have to 
remind all dog owners 
and walkers about. 
PLEASE, PLEASE, clean up 
after your dog. There are 
plenty of bins (dog or 
normal waste) that you 
can use to dispose of the 
waste, but the main thing 
is to please pick it up off 
our footpaths so that we 
can all walk around our 
village without having to 
dodge the poo. 

The Parish Council office is open to the public on 
Wednesday and Saturday mornings, 09:30—11:30. 

Meetings & Dates 

Parish Council 

Merry Bells Hall, 19:30 

4th February 

4th March 

Planning Cmte. 

Parish Office, 19:30 

13th February 

13th March 

Finance Cmte. 

Parish Office, 19:30 

18th February 

Open Spaces Cmte. 

Parish Office, 19:30 

18th March 

County/District 
Councillor Surgery 

Parish office 

10:30—11:30 

9th February 

9th March 

Clerk’s Column 

Michelle Legg 
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In November/December 2018, Holton and 
Wheatley councillors attended WNP 
Committee meetings. They and WNP 
representatives then attended key District 
meetings. Our councillors addressed most 
of these. Some 40 Wheatley/Holton 
residents also appeared at the District 
Planning Meeting on 28th November and 
applauded when councillors threw out the 
so-called 'maximum 500 homes' long-
proposed for the OBU site. It was a start. 
They left 'at least 300' as the minimum, 
even though County planners dismissed it 
months ago as 'non-informational'. 

On 3rd January 2019, Parish and WNP 
representatives attended the briefing on 
the new Draft Local Plan 2034. It was 
professionally conducted. The map of 
Brookes shows the built-area like a French 
painter's egg yolk surrounded by its egg 
white.  Beyond that, the (western) site is 
green, although proposed to go from Green 
Belt status to Green Space status. We 
pressed 'That weakens it, then?', to which 
the Planning Manager gave her 
unrehearsed assurance that Green Space 
still had some clout, but that our Holton site 
was so protected by law, history, trees, vista 
and panorama, whatever happened to 
other sites, we would be in as strong a 
position as at any other time. It was, I 
believe, a professional assurance.  

Meanwhile, the new Local Plan went public 
on 7th January for 6 weeks. You may be 
attending SODC Open Day here on 21st 
January. Our WNP Draft Plan has been 
embedded in the Draft Local Plan since 
2017 but is now a more professional and 
thoughtful version of what we put to the 

community in May-June 2017. After we 
listened to the community, we heard SODC, 
then national experts for their reports, and 
were even ordered to have a full 
Environmental Report which left no stone 
unturned in 9 months of professional 
probing. 

On 11th December our SODC adviser 
warned us to be ready to go to Public 
Consultation in order to present the Draft 
WNP to the Examiner. On 16th January we 
expect the final advice before doing that. 
Once past this consultation, and then past 
the Examiner, we consult the community 
again about the Examiner's verdict. If all is 
well, the Electoral Commission organises a 
referendum. It's been a long three years, 
but worth it, I hope.  

Thank you everyone - councillors, 
volunteers, street reps, parish officers, WNP 
Committee particularly, and those who just 
stop us in the High Street or drop a note. 

Do look at the WNP website and see our 
Evidence Bases (EB) from listening, and the 
list of recent articles: bit.ly/wnl-wnp 

Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan Report 

John Fox 

http://bit.ly/wnl-wnp
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The prospect of an entirely new dual 
carriageway road being built along the B3 
route south of Oxford and close to Wheatley 
also persuaded the Parish Council to set up an 
“Expressway Advisory Group” to advise 
Wheatley residents on the effect of any 
decisions made at district/county level on the 
building of such a road. 

This is part of a central government scheme to 
stimulate growth, and the government is yet 
to decide, on the basis of an assessment being 
carried out by Highways England, whether to 
route the new road along corridor B1 to the 
west of Oxford or corridor B3 to the south of 
Oxford (with its most likely route passing 
between Grenoble Road and Toot Baldon and 
joining the M40 close to Wheatley).  

The government intends to consult on the 
selected route when Highways England has 
completed its assessment in the autumn.  

However other decisions are already being 
made at district/county level, and we need to 
fully understand the implications of a B3 route 
at an early stage so that we can feed back our 
views to our district/county councillors and 
others. 

Map [A] shows the two routes within the 
corridors B1 and B3, as described by Highways 
England in their corridor assessment report in 
September, and on which their business case 
is based.  The continuous lines show the 
known parts of the route and the broken lines 
show those parts that have been assumed 
(using best guesses at this stage).  These 
specific routes may not be the only routes to 
be consulted on in the autumn, and indeed 
they may not even be included amongst those 
that are.  Route B1 to the west of Oxford 
would provide the much-needed bypass to 
Botley and be shorter than the current A34, 
and much shorter than B3 for traffic going 
north.  If the road follows a B3 route, although 
Highways England have stated they wish to 
keep intersections to the very minimum, there 
may need to be intersections with the A4074 
near to the Science Park and with the B480 
close to Garsington, and an intersection with 
the M40, possibly north of current 
intersection 8A at the area of the Waterperry 
Road, as shown in bold black on map detail 
[B] on the following page.  

The Highways England business case describes 
a B3 route following the line of the M40 from 
Waterstock northwards as shown on map [A], 
although they have given little away as to 
what the link with the A40 and M40 might 

Oxford to Cambridge Expressway 

At its meeting on 3rd December the Parish Council passed the resolution: 

“This Council supports the main object of the Expressway Action Group (EAG), namely its 
objections to the building of the proposed Expressway within the B3 Corridor” 

— Do you agree? — 

A 
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Oxford to Cambridge Expressway 
look like.  It is also believed 
that Highways are under 
pressure for a more north-
easterly routing which might 
mean the Expressway 
crossing the M40 at or close 
to intersection 8A and 
heading generally towards 
Aylesbury. This could involve 
an even larger intersection 
between Wheatley and 
Waterstock occupying a 
considerable area of land 
(and presumably generating 
significant further noise and 
pollution around Wheatley).  
Map [C] shows the current 
intersection where the M40 
crosses the M25. Clearly an intersection that 
enabled traffic to flow in all possible 
directions between the Expressway, the M40, 
and the A40 could be larger than this! 

Whatever the route chosen, significant new 
infrastructure will be required to link the new 
road to existing roads, and the indications are 
that funding for the new road and other new 
infrastructure will come from a combination 
of central government funding, the 
infrastructure levy from the profits of 
developers permitted to build houses along its 
route, and the projected profits from the 
increase in businesses and population 

intended.  It is not apparent that any of this 
new infrastructure along the B3 route would 
help to alleviate traffic issues within Wheatley 
itself as the “rat run” through Wheatley to 
avoid the traffic congestion on the ring road at 
Headington would presumably still exist (and 
might even be exacerbated by additional 
development).  In addition, further loading of 
the A40 due to traffic coming from the new 
road onto the A40 towards Oxford from the 
east should be expected. 

The Parish Council urgently needs your views 
on the Expressway route as we feel that there 
is an increasing possibility that a route along 
the B3 corridor will be preferred by the 
government, and there has perhaps been too 
much local complacency that another route 
will be chosen.  We have been in touch with 
other local councils, and intend to follow this 
up vigorously, but we do need your support. 

NOW is the time to make your views known. 

B 

richardharding@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Richard Harding 

© Google 2019 

C 
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Draft Local/Growth Plans 

What are OxLEP and OGB? 

The Oxfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership (OxLEP) 

is generously funded by central government with the 

objective of promoting economic growth in the 

county, and its committees include representatives 

from industry, developers and the Universities.  Its 

current planning depends heavily on the route of the 

Expressway, and its recent minutes indicate it reports 

its views on this directly to central government. 

The District and County Councils have recently set up 

the Oxfordshire Growth Board (OGB) with 

representatives from the City, District and County 

Councils, as well as from OxLEP and other interested 

parties, with the objective of coordinating planning 

for growth and development across the county. 

What is the SODC Local Plan and the Oxfordshire 

Growth Plan (Joint Statutory Spatial Plan 2050)? 

The Oxfordshire Growth Plan 2050 (JSSP) is being 

drawn up by the OGB with a view to coordinating the 

local plans of the city, district and county councils.  

The draft Local Plan for our own district, SODC, has 

recently been amended to facilitate this and is open 

for consultation until 18th February.  There will be a 

drop-in session hosted by SODC at The Merry Bells on 

Monday 21st January to enable the plans to be 

reviewed by all, and we hope most people will attend 

this.   

The amended SODC Local Plan earmarks seven sites 

for large scale development up to 2034, including six 

in the Green Belt, and envisages up to 28,500 homes 

being built in the district (which is roughly double the 

number of houses needed to accommodate normal 

rates of growth).  From what we understand, the vote 

on this at the SODC planning meeting just before 

Christmas was controversial and we would anticipate 

many objections being raised during the consultation 

period. 

The Oxfordshire Growth Plan is intended primarily to 

decide where around 300,000 new houses 

(Oxfordshire’s share of the million new houses 

planned as part of the Oxford-Cambridge Growth Arc) 

should be located.  The reason for requiring the 

building of so many houses (roughly doubling the 

existing number of houses in the county) has not been 

made clear.   It is also not clear how the timetable for 

this will work in relation to the timetable for a 

decision on the Expressway route due in 2020, the 

SODC Local Plan simply commenting that “whilst 

there is some uncertainty on these matters, the 

council will continue to work positively with others on 

the development of this infrastructure, and 

understanding potential impacts, including linkages 

with development proposed in this plan”.  

Whichever Expressway route is chosen (and even if 

the Expressway is scrapped) both plans envisage very 

substantial housing development south of Oxford 

which could result in both increased traffic congestion 

through Wheatley (see related Expressway article for 

the effect if, as seems increasingly likely, the 

Expressway passes close to Wheatley) and erosion of 

the Green Belt around Oxford.  It could eventually 

even lead to complete infilling of the countryside 

between here and the ring road with housing 

developments.   

We would encourage you to feed your views on the 

amended Local Plan back to SODC, either online  

(bit.ly/wnl-elp34) or by attending the SODC drop-in 

event at the Merry Bells on Monday 21 January, 3pm 

to 7pm. 

Are you confused as to why the SODC Local Plan has had to be amended, and how this relates to plans 

for the Oxford-Cambridge Growth Arc and Expressway? If implemented, these plans could have far 

reaching effects in Wheatley for years to come. It is important to look closely at these and not simply 

accept them as something imposed by central government. 

Richard Harding 

http://bit.ly/wnl-elp34
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Ten Ways to  (Help) Save the Planet 

1. Reduce use of plastic (remember Blue Planet on BBC) 

2. Use re-usable coffee cups (and often save money) 

3. And re-fillable water bottles 

4. Buy a bamboo toothbrush (widely available) 

5. Use re-fillable cleaning products  

6. Only buy the food you need and ideally local produce 

7. Save energy – turn off lights, wash clothes at 30, don’t overfill kettles etc 

8. Save water – shower for no more than 4 minutes (Thames Water provide free timers) 

9. Walk or cycle instead of driving short journeys (and feel better) 

10. Take stuff to and from our Swap Shops (next one April 27th in The Merry Bells) 

Other ways of helping are available! 

email: admin@wheatleycag.org 

tweet: @SusWheatley 

Phone: 01865 873957 

www.sustainablewheatley.org 

Relinquish Control 

Whether we are a 

traditional manicurist 

gardener by nature, or a 

wildlife gardener, we all try 

and control and dictate our 

gardens and the wider 

world around us, turning 

them into something that’s 

how we perceive they 

should look. 

Traditional gardeners at 

times enforce their will and 

taste on the gardens they 

lovingly tend. Insisting they 

‘will’ grow their favourite 

plants, whether or not the 

situation is suitable for that 

species. 

Wildlife gardeners, equally, 

have been known to insist 

on attracting certain 

creatures to their plot, 

when again, the habitat 

may not truly be suitable. 

As we begin the new 

gardening year, I remind 

you of the statement I often 

make, and worth repeating 

again, a kind of mantra:  

“If gardening is stressful, we 

are doing it wrong”. 

I’ve resolved this year to not 

enforce my will upon my 

garden or wider 

environment. Traditional 

and wildlife gardening can 

each be stressful if we 

approach them in ways that 

lead us there by our own 

choosing. Where the mind 

goes, the body follows. 

That’s my new year 

gardening resolution for the 

coming year. What’s your 

gardening resolution? 

Happy Gardening! 

 

www.wildmaninspires.co.uk 

01865 747243 

Stuart Mabbutt 

Tim Blightman 

mailto:admin@wheatleycag.org
http://www.sustainablewheatley.org
http://www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
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YOUR Wheatley Village Archive 

Many thanks to those of you who have 

supported your Village Archive by 

purchasing our village calendar for 2019. If 

you haven’t got one yet and need a calendar 

for all your vital dates, as well as important 

village dates already included, do pop in to 

the archive room to get one for £10 and 

support our work. 

The ongoing digitisation of the archives will 

result in an updated village archive website, 

and the details of the Wheatley WW1 men 

are included with an interactive map 

showing where they lived. A search on the 

website works through keywords, dates, 

individuals, and groups of words. There are 

already 2,500 files, photos, and text ready to 

roll and the website will be trialled from the 

end of February. 

If you are keen to join these trials, please 

contact us on michael@mimomul.co.uk for 

access details. The full launch of the website 

will follow these trials. Watch this space!! 

Our Facebook page, Wheatley Village 

Archive, receives lots of visitors and don’t 

forget you can support us by participating in 

the SODC lottery for just a £1 a week. Log 

onto www.socharitable.co.uk for details.  

Can you identify the location of this mystery 

photo? (Clue – it’s somewhere on the High 

Street). 

The mystery picture in the last issue was a 

bold lion atop a gatepost of a house on Park 

Hill. Those catching a bus there could well 

have recognised it! 
Steph Cox 

This is a reminder that the annual Macmillan Quiz will be taking place in the Merry 

Bells on Friday 22nd February 2019. 

Doors will open at 19:00 for a 19:30 start. There will be tables of 8. Please bring 

your own drinks and nibbles. 

Please book in advance by calling Helen Cross on 01865 873750. 
Sue Coombes 

mailto:michael@mimomul.co.uk
https://www.socharitable.co.uk
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Happy New Year! 

For the Wheatley Society, 

2019 began with a 

presentation on “The Ins 

and Outs of the Green Bin” 

on Tuesday 22nd January, at 

the slightly earlier time of 

19:15. This presentation was 

jointly organised with 

Sustainable Wheatley with 

speaker Ellie Bunn, the 

Waste and Recycling Officer 

at SODC, and clarified what 

you can and can’t put in the 

green recycling bin and 

which plastic items can be 

recycled. If you had a piece 

of packaging or some other 

item that weren’t sure 

about, you brought it along 

for a definitive answer. 

Please put the AGM on 

Thursday 7th February at 

the Merry Bells also at 19:15 

for 19:30. Our guest speaker 

will be from The Oxford 

Preservation Trust and will 

bring us up to date with 

different projects the OPT is 

currently working on. 

This year we start with a 

larger membership than in 

previous years – so we must  

 

be doing something right. 

We appreciate that we have 

strong support from our 

membership with good 

turnouts for all events. We 

hope this will continue in 

2019 and that even more 

Wheatley residents will 

decide to join. 

Currently we are planning 

the agenda for 2019/2020 

which will be presented at 

the AGM.  We will continue 

with a mix of speakers, visits 

and social events. Where 

possible our speakers will be 

local residents who possess 

a wealth of fascinating 

stories to be told.  Topics 

will be serious and light-

hearted. We will continue to 

cover issues of local 

importance in respect of 

different developments that 

are going ahead but also 

make sure there are several 

fun evenings. 

 

We look forward to seeing 

you at a forthcoming event. 

Parish Newsletter 

February/March 2019 

Mary Hall | Chair 

Thank You! 
I would like to say a big 

thank you to the 

residents of Wheatley. 

With your help, 

Wheatley Fire & 

Rescue raised £1,200 

for BBC’s Children in 

Need and, with the 

support of Park Sports 

Centre, the ‘Have a Go’ 

day was a roaring 

success.  

Mike Baker 
Crew Manager 

A Squash and a Squeeze 

DID YOU KNOW…? 

According to the 2011 

Census, Wheatley had 

5,291 residents over an 

area of 905 hectares. 

That’s less than six 

people per hectare! 
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From the Vicar 

This year looks set to be a 

very significant one in the 

life of our nation. The 

Brexit process rumbles on 

and, one way or another, 

change is a-coming. All this 

makes for a deal of 

uncertainty and anxiety, 

and also a rise in feelings of 

animosity towards those 

who hold views different 

from our own. This 

worrying tendency to look 

on those who have 

different opinions as 

somehow being ‘stupid’ or 

‘evil’ or not worthy to be 

called friends is a real 

concern. As a nation we 

have always prided 

ourselves on being level-

headed, with a sense of fair

-play, not swift to judge 

others and willing to accept 

their eccentricities as we 

hope they accept ours. 

And our relationship with 

Europe is not the only issue 

which divides people – 

there are many areas of our 

shared life which have 

become polarised. So, what 

Live Simply 

In the summer, the Parish 

bade farewell to Deacon 

Michael Walsh who has 

moved to lead the new 

Deacon Preparation 

programme in Cork, Eire. 

There were two 

inspirational parish 

pilgrimages, one led by 

Parish Priest, Fr Mervyn, to 

the Holy Land – and one to 

Bury Knowle Park.  The 

latter was part of the Live 

Simply campaign following 

the call of Pope Francis to 

live simply, sustainably and 

in solidarity with those in 

poverty.  With fellow 

parishioners from Corpus 

Christi, Headington, 91 

pilgrims walked a total of 

250 miles around the Park 

to express solidarity with 

migrants on the move, 

pausing for prayer and 

listening to migrants’ 

stories; petition cards were 

submitted to the Prime 

Minister calling for more 

support of refugees.  In 

developing a Live Simply 

approach in our lives, the 

focus has been on sharing 

ideas for living a simpler 

Christmas; new children’s 

toys and books were 

collected for distribution 

locally by the Salvation 

Army as well as warm 

clothes for the Gatehouse 

Charity and Oxford Winter 

Night Shelter.  The Parish 

also collects for the 

foodbank, in partnership 

with friends from Wheatley 

URC Church.  Our focus on 

Fairtrade, with a monthly 

stall and promotion of 

Fairtrade goods at all 

events, has been recognized 

recently with the award 

Fairtrade Church Status. 

New parishioners are 

welcome to attend the 

weekly Vigil Mass on 

Saturday evenings at 6pm 

and to join the growing 

community, recently 

saddened by the sudden 

death of Gisa Knight RIP, for 

coffee and refreshments 

afterwards. 

Church News 

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church 

John Guy 

St. Mary’s Church 
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News from URC 

Following months of 

planning, our major project 

known as “Cogwheel” 

begins the building phase 

during the last week in 

February and is estimated 

to take six months to 

complete. 

Inevitably parking will be 

very restricted in Crown 

Square while the 

contractor’s vehicles are 

working. The existing hall 

will be brought up-to-date 

and the sixties building at 

the back demolished and 

replaced with another 

meeting room for the 

community. We hope there 

will not be too much 

disruption and as the saying 

goes, it will be “business as 

usual” 

There will be our usual 

coffee mornings and Sunday 

afternoon teas but in the 

chapel itself. 

On Friday, 1 March the 

World Day of Prayer service 

will be in the chapel at 

2.00pm. Previously known 

as the Women’s World Day 

of Prayer, it aims now to be 

more inclusive. The content 

has been put together by 

the women of Slovenia and 

entitle “Come – everything 

is ready” 

Please see details of these 

events in the Notice Board 

and Diary sections of this 

newsletter. 

can we do to restore a 

more friendly debate on 

these very important 

issues? I think we need to 

find a new confidence in 

ourselves and in our 

common life; we need to 

not let fear rule our actions 

and words. In short, we 

need to promote the ways 

of love: St Paul wrote 

“Perfect love casts out 

fear” and we need to adopt 

this as our mantra if we are 

to begin the process of 

healing which will restore 

our level-headedness. 

Taking time to pray for 

those with whom we 

disagree is a good start – 

we should see them as frail 

human beings like 

ourselves, with family and 

work concerns. Finding that 

generosity in ourselves will 

begin the process of scaling 

back the feelings of 

animosity and mistrust and 

lead us, as a nation, back to 

ourselves. And may God 

bless us all, no matter 

where the future leads us. 

Church News 

Revd. Nigel Hawkes 

Zena Knight 

Wheatley United Reformed Church 

Talking Religion and Politics 

DID YOU KNOW…? 

A past vicar of St. Mary’s Church was one 

Reverend Hubert Brasier, the father of 

current Prime Minister Theresa May. 
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Not a Warning, Just a Clanger 

On 13 June 1940, BBC radio announced a 

ban on the ringing of church and chapel 

bells. Police/soldiers only would ring as an 

'Invasion!' alarm. Over 330,000 soldiers had 

escaped Dunkirk, but without vehicles and 

equipment. The Navy ruled the Channel 

(Britain's moat) - autumn tides would soon 

help. In August-September, the two air 

forces fought for the Channel skies. Church 

bells were mobilised to warn of invasion by 

beach, glider or parachute. It boosted 

morale, as did painting the end of your cycle 

rear mudguard white, or removing the 

distributor arm after parking your car. 

Sir Allan Lascelles, Royal Secretary, serving 

his third monarch, took a winter break in 

1940 at Holton Park, his sister's home. One 

night 'the local [Holton and Wheatley] bells 

tolled after midnight' and woke him. 

Bullingdon Home Guard on Wheatley Bridge 

A40 roadblock (live ammunition and a 

lowered telegraph pole), heard the tolling, 

but 'thought it was a funeral'.  Lascelles' 

brother-in-law (dentureless, in dressing 

gown) announced at every bedroom door, 

'They've landed!'  They shivered over the 

telephone in the Smoking Room until dawn 

sirens howled the 'All Clear'. Lascelles 

phoned Southern Command at Tidworth. A 

junior officer had phoned around, mimicking 

the GOC's voice: 'The Germans are on us!' It 

triggered the full alert code 'Cromwell' 

round the whole Command. The practical 

joker ('improbably named Shufflebotham' 

Lascelles added, outraged), was severely 

reprimanded at court martial. 

In November 1942, on leave again at Holton 

Park, Lascelles heard Sunday morning bell 

peals from Holton and Wheatley marking the 

El Alamein victory [October], the End of the 

Beginning. 'Bells dumb since June 1940', 

Lascelles wrote, 'What good has it done?' In 

March 1943, the Archbishop of Canterbury 

spoke in The Lords. '12,000 parishes, no 

bells, no time check? What information can 

a bell note give? Many ringers have now 

been conscripted and even the ropes are 

rotting!'  In April 1943, the bells rang 

everywhere for Easter and the 1940 gesture 

ended. 

The History File 

John Fox 

Howe Trust Allotment Association 

As you may be aware, we have built some raised beds on one of our allotments.  These 
are for the use of adults and children who are less physically able.  In order to plan ahead, 
we would like to know how many individuals or families might make use of the beds. 

We would welcome anyone who is interested to come and see what we have already built 
and we would be pleased to receive any feedback. 

For more information, please get in touch with the Association Secretary on 874413. 

E Morgan-Jones | Secretary 



15 

Recent Events 

On a cold night in November WI members 

met for an unusually early Christmas social 

evening. The event started with a brief talk 

by Ruba Affahani on Denman College & what 

it has to offer members. This was followed 

by Catherine Blaxhall, our new advisor, 

introducing herself & offering us assistance if 

needed. Members then took part in a 

Famous Names quiz, while indulging in 

drinks & nibbles. The quiz took up the rest of 

the evening, with members enjoying the 

opportunity to mingle & chat as they moved 

between pictures.  

Our stall at the Christmas Fair made nearly 

£400.  That, together with the money raised 

throughout the year, meant we had raised a 

total of £1000 for our chosen charities.  The 

number of sweets in the jar was 103. The 

nearest guess was 104 and the jar has been 

delivered to the winner.  Therefore at our 

December meeting we were able to present 

Harry Fletcher from the Oxford Food bank 

with a cheque for £500.  Lucy Collinson 

received a cheque for the same amount on 

behalf of Wheatley Preschool. Following 

these presentations we were treated to 

some delicious tastings of Christmas food 

supplied by Waitrose, accompanied by 

mulled wine.  It was a Christmas party 

without all the hard work! 

This year our annual dinner was held at 

Brookes University and was enjoyed by all 

who attended.  A trip round the BMW mini 

plant was also a great success enjoyed by 14 

of our members. 

Wheatley WI 
www.wheatleywi.com 

Stephanie Brooklyn 

Here for You for Longer 

Did you know that the GP 

Practices across South East 

Oxfordshire work as a collective 

to provide additional routine, 

pre-bookable appointments 

each week? 

Each surgery provides services 

at different times and on 

different days; however you can 

book into an available slot at 

ANY of the participating 

surgeries. 

With your consent, the clinician 

who sees you will have access 

to your medical record.  

If you feel an onward referral to 

a specialist or any further 

investigations might be 

required then it may be better 

to arrange an appointment with 

your own doctor. However, this 

is not essential. 

To book an appointment or find 

out more, call Morland House 

on 01865 872448 and speak to 

a receptionist. 

PLEASE NOTE: these 

appointments are aimed at 

routine GP care and DO NOT 

replace the current urgent 111 

service. If you require an urgent 

GP appointment when your 

surgery is closed then you will 

still need to call 111. This 

service is NOT for emergencies 

or walk in appointments and in 

these instances you will be 

directed to call NHS 111. 

Morland House Surgery | 01865 872448 

Nollag McGrath 

https://www.wheatleywi.com/
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The 2018 Poppy Appeal 

£15,593. This was the magnificent final 

total raised in the Wheatley and District area 

last November by our team of volunteers, 

including many members of the Royal British 

Legion. This is a huge increase on last year’s 

result and is the highest ever for this area. 

This does not include the monies raised by 

our Horspath colleagues of over £8,300 

much of which was at Tesco on the Oxford 

Retail Park. The Appeal should also benefit 

from around £250 in Gift Aid. We had full co-

operation this year from those at Welcome 

Break Services at Jct 8 on the M40, both the 

members of staff and also the additional 

Drive Thru facilities on the site, and could 

have done even better with a few more 

volunteers. This is an inevitable factor as age 

catches up with long serving helpers and 

younger people are so wrapped up in longer 

working hours and are not therefore 

available. 

 The work of the Royal British Legion in 

caring for those who have suffered injury or 

bereavement in past wars and conflicts still 

goes on. The money collected through the 

Poppy Appeal is essential to enable this to 

happen.   

Thanks again to all those who helped, both 

collecting and also counting the money, and 

to those who gave so generously. This was 

my sixteenth year of organising this event 

and, whilst happy to carry on for the 

present, age will catch up. Therefore, 

anyone who thinks they might have the time 

and energy for what is a three month busy 

period, from September to November each 

year, should get in touch (don’t all rush at 

once!). 

If anyone would like a complete breakdown 

of the amounts raised, please contact me at 

roger_bell@tiscali.co.uk. 

Roger Bell 
Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser 

mailto:roger_bell@tiscali.co.uk
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Wheatley Library | 01865 875267 

Dates to note 

Wednesday 6th February 10:30- 11:30 

Join us for a morning with Imogen Matthews, local Headington author, who will introduce 

her latest novel, The Hidden Village, set in World War 2 Holland. Imogen will discuss her 

career in writing, her Dutch background and frequent visits to Holland that led to her 

discovery of a real hidden village, the inspiration for her fiction novel. 

Refreshments will be provided. 

Saturday 23rd February 

Ex-library stock book sale 40p each or 3 for £1. 

Saturday 9th March 9:30 -12:30 

Jigsaw Swap event. An increasingly popular event: bring your old jigsaws to swap for another. 

Saturday 30 March 

Ex-library stock book sale 40p each or 3 for £1. 

Regular Friends of Wheatley Library events: 

On-going sale of donated books 

Monday morning craft sessions weekly from 10-12 

Monday afternoon art sessions from 3-5 

Monday evening craft sessions weekly from 7-9pm 

Do pop into the library – an idea for 2019 if you haven’t before – you may be surprised at 

what is on offer 

Best wishes for 2019 from all the Wheatley team. Nicola Halliwell 

THE COFFEE ROOM 

On the 12th December 2018 twenty-four of us 

went up to the King’s Arms for our Christmas 

Lunch.  We had a lovely meal which was 

enjoyed by us all.   Many thanks to the staff at 

the King’s Arms for their hard work.  Between 

the main course and dessert we held our 

meat raffle.  This was provided by Jason at 

Cricks Butchers and consisted of joints of beef, 

pork, lamb and gammon.  Many thanks to him 

for giving us such a generous spread. 

Friday 21st December we held our Christmas 

Party in the Coffee Room.  Contributions were 

brought by everyone and the table groaned 

with all the goodies. So many peopled helped 

with this that I can’t list them all, but it was 

great to have such wonderful help.  We held a 

raffle with some meat from Jason and other 

items that people  brought in.  

Anne Ledwith 
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Happy New Year from 
The Maple Tree!   

We continue to welcome 

families from Wheatley 

and surrounding villages, 

and our programme 

continues to grow and 

flourish. 

We would like to thank our 

regular band of 

volunteers, Ann, Andrina, 

Vicky, Diane, Liz, 

Caroline, Lesley and 

Dawn for all of their help 

during 2018.  If you have 

some free time and would 

like to volunteer at any of 

our sessions, we would be 

delighted to hear from 

you.  We have a 

fortnightly twin session, 

baby sessions and 

general stay and play 

sessions too. 

We are pleased to 

welcome St Marys Church 

who hold a Play & Praise 

session on a Friday 

afternoon at 14:00. 

Rebecca Wells has 

introduced a new Yoga 

session on Monday 

evenings 18:00-19:00. 

Rach Cox continues her 

Yoga session on Tuesday 

evenings 18:30-19:45. 

Alison Lindendaum from 

Oxspines will be running a 

pelvic floor class on 

Thursdays 19:30-21:00. 

And Wendy Kerr runs a 

monthly Meditation Group 

on the second 

Wednesday of the month 

18:30-19:30. 

If you would like to 

enquire about hiring the 

Maple Tree, please do 

contact us. 

Please note that our 

Crafty Stay and Play 

session will now run on a 

Wednesday afternoon 

rather than a Thursday 

afternoon 15:15-16:30.  

This session is £3 per 

family. 

The Day by Day section in 

this newsletter lists all up-

to-date session details. 

If you  want to volunteer, 

would like to enquire 

about hiring, or want more 

information about the 

services mentioned 

above, email me at 

hayley@mapletree.org.uk.  

 

Hayley Hayle 
Maple Tree Co-ordinator 

Wheatley Windmill Preservation Society 

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of our 

society will be in the Merry Bells Coffee 

Room on Wednesday 20th March 2019 at 

19:30. All are welcome to attend, whether 

they are or are not members of the society. 

Open occasions for the general public this 

year will be Sunday May 12th, which is the 

second day of National Mills weekend from 

11.00 until 18:00, Sundays June 9th, July 

14th, August 11th and September 8th from 

14:00 until 18:00 and finally Sunday October 

13th from 14:00 until 17:00.  If your society 

would like to book a 

special visit, these can 

happen on a Saturday by 

prior arrangement.  

The future of the mill is, at  the time of 

writing, an unknown conundrum.  Under the 

agreement currently in force between the 

owners and the society however, it will be 

open to the public at regular times until 

October 2025.   

Caroline Dalton 
Secretary, WWPS 

mailto:hayley@mapletree.org.uk
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Wheatley & Holton Play & Activity Day | Saturday 6th July | 10:00 

Have you got Sat 6th July in your diaries? If not make sure you mark it for Wheatley’s 

first Play & Activity Day. It should be a fun day for everyone with it all taking place at 

Wheatley Playing Fields opposite Wheatley Park School. It will start at 10:00 with a 

‘quiet hour’ then kicking off from 11:00 until 15:00. 

The day will be packed with lots of FREE child or family based activities, ideas, 

opportunities to try new things, and ultimately get together as a family and 

community. 

The event is being organised in partnership with Wheatley Parish Council and 

Oxfordshire Play Association but will involve as many charities, organisations, clubs 

and groups within the village and surrounding villages as possible. If you would like to 

be involved or to find out more, please contact either Michelle (Parish Clerk) on 01865 

875615, or clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk, or Martin Gillett on 

martin.gillett@oxonplay.org.uk. 

Our next planning meeting will take place at 18:00 on Monday 11th February in the 

parish office, everyone is welcome.  
Michelle Legg 

Wheatley Village Produce Association 

Hopefully you will be enjoying the sight of 

snowdrops in your garden. Fortunately, these 

apparently delicate blooms are very robust and 

will easily push their way through any lying 

snow. 

There may not be much to do outside yet but 

perhaps you have an orchid indoors? If so, do 

think about the talk, ‘Growing Orchids at 

Home’, being given by Maren Talbot on 

February 12th. Being naturally impatient, 

February is always the month which I feel 

relieved to get behind me! By now the signs of 

spring are all around us but we still need to be 

aware that cold weather may be lurking and 

ready to catch any over-optimistic planting. 

Remember the cold, late spring last year. It is a 

good time to put up nest boxes for birds 

though. 

As we progress through this month and into 

March there will be lots to cut back, such as 

grasses, roses, buddleia, some clematis and 

wisteria, keeping them in shape for their new 

growth. At least we can do that while wrapped 

up against any chill winds. 

Don’t forget to buy your seed potatoes ready 

for chitting! 

John Tyler will be talking all about ‘The Seasons: 

A year in the English Countryside’ on March 

12th. 

We are about all things ‘gardenish’, not only 

vegetable growing. If you don’t belong, you can 

still attend for an entrance of £2.50 which 

includes a cup of tea or coffee and biscuits, 

good value! Even better is the annual 

subscription of £7, so do join us! 

Geraldine Surman 

mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:martin.gillett@oxonplay.org.uk
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Paul Wilmott 

SECRETARY REQUIRED 

Wheatley Care requires a New Secretary to join our happy team as Jill Henner 
has decided after 23 years to stand down, we wish her all the best for the 
future. 

The Committee meets once in the months of February, May, August, 
November, and we keep the meetings to around 1 to 2 hours, with the option 
to stay and have a coffee and chat afterwards.  

The Secretary would be responsible for the taking the minutes, distributing 
them to the committee members via email, emailing updates/request to 
drivers, deal with all other correspondence forwarded from the Chairperson, or 
Co-coordinators etc, this is not onerous. 

Please contact Kath Lamont for further information on 01865 876609 

Grants gratefully received from South 
Oxfordshire District Council and 
Oxfordshire County Council have 
enabled the Trust to continue ground 
improvement through decompaction 
and seeding together with the removal 
of the dangerous artificial cricket wicket. 

Section 106 money from the new 
housing development in London Road is 
being used to upgrade the existing 
cricket square and outfield, whilst the 
Trust seeks support to install a club 

standard artificial strip for practice and 
school matches.  

A grant from TOE (Trust for 
Oxfordshire's Environment) has enabled 
the Wheatley Playing Field Trust to 
replace all of the changing rooms lights 
with low energy LED fittings. 

enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk 

www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk 

Wheatley Playing Fields Trust 

 
 

SODC Waste Collections—February and March 2019 

 Collection day is Monday unless *  Which bins and other items? 

 Feb 11th & 25th, Mar 11th & 25th  Green, brown, food & oil waste, textiles 

 Feb 4th & 18th, Mar 4th & 18th  Grey, food & oil waste, small electricals 

mailto:enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
http://www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
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Local Governance:     

To report potholes, fly-tipping, 
broken paving, vandalism, etc. - fixmystreet.com 

Oxfordshire CC 01865 792422 oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Report a Street Light Fault 0800 317802 oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/street-lighting-fault-
reporting 

OCC Family Information Service  08452 262636 fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

OCC Highways 0845 310 1111 highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

County Councillor Kirsten Johnson 07341 271344 kirsten.johnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

South Oxfordshire DC 01235 422422 southoxon.gov.uk 
Missed Bin Collection 03000 610610 admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk 

Bulky Household Waste Collection 01235 422406 waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk 

Housing 01235 422422 housing@southandvale.gov.uk 

Planning Applications 01235 422600 planning@southoxon.gov.uk 

District Councillor Toby Newman 01865 872239 toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk 
Wheatley Parish Council 01865 875615 clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Local information:     

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire 03444 111 444 caox.org.uk 

Age UK Oxfordshire 0345 450 1276 admin@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 
The Maple Tree (Children's Centre) 01865 236700 hayley@mapletree.org.uk  
The Merry Bells Village Hall 01865 872073 merrybells.org.uk 
St Mary's Church 01865 872224  vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 

United Reformed Church 01844 215513 secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk 
Wheatley Care Scheme (transport 
to hospital or GP surgery) 07505 543750 - 

Wheatley Library 01865 875267 wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Wheatley Park Sports Centre 01865 872128 better.org.uk/venues/park 

Wheatley Park School 01865 872441 wheatleypark.org 
Wheatley Primary School 01865 872366 wheatley.oxon.sch.uk 

Services:     
Emergency - Police, Fire, 
Ambulance 999 - 

Police non-emergency 101 thamesvalley.police.uk 

GP Surgery, Morland House 01865 872448 morland-house.co.uk 

Out of hours service 111 111.nhs.uk/ 

Gas Emergency 0800 111 999 nationalgrid.com/uk/safety/ 

National Power Cut Helpline 105 ssen.co.uk 
Burst pipe or leak 0800 714 614 thameswater.co.uk 

Floodline 0345 988 1188 gov.uk/check-flood-risk 
Transport:     
Comet - for people without access 
to suitable public transport 01865 323201 oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet 

Arriva (280) Bus 0344 800 4411 arrivabus.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London) 01865 785400 brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk 
Oxford Tube (Buses to London) 01865 772250 oxfordtube.com 

Park & Ride - www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/park-and-
ride 

National Rail Enquiries 03457 484950 nationalrail.co.uk 

http://www.fixmystreet.com
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/street-lighting-fault-reporting
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/street-lighting-fault-reporting
mailto:fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:kirsten.johnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
mailto:waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:housing@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:planning@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.caox.org.uk
mailto:hayley@mapletree.org.uk
http://merrybells.org.uk/
mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
javascript:void(0);
mailto:wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.better.org.uk/venues/park
http://www.wheatleypark.org
http://www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk
http://www.morland-house.co.uk
https://111.nhs.uk/
http://www2.nationalgrid.com/uk/safety/
http://www.ssen.co.uk/Home/
http://www.thameswater.co.uk
http://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.arrivabus.co.uk
http://brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk
http://www.oxfordtube.com
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk
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Day by Day 

MONDAY 

Sharecare Community Club | 09:30-14:00 | 07827 235425 | holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 

Wheatley Babies and Toddlers | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-11:30 | hayley@mapletree.org.uk 

Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group | 10:00-12:00 & 19:00-21:00 | Exc. bank holidays 

Beaver Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | Term time 17:30-18:30 | 01865 874997 

Brownies | URC Hall | Term time 17:30-19:00 

Wheatley Bridge Club | Holton Village Hall | 19:00 

Community Choir | URC Hall | Term time 19:30-21:00 

Badminton Club | Park Sports Centre | 20:00-22:00 | 07769 827335 

 

TUESDAY 

Once Upon a Rhymetime | Maple Tree Centre | 10:00-11.30 

Get Online | SOHA | 3rd in month | 10:00-12:00 | 01235 515900 | digital@soha.co.uk 

Twins Group | Maple Tree Centre | 1st & 3rd in month | 13:00-14:30 | £2 family 

Maple Babies | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd & 4th in month | 13:00-14:30 | £2 family 

Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-19:00 

St Mary’s Guild | URC Hall | 4th in month | 14:15 | New members always welcome 

Rugby Club Seniors Training | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com 

Wheatley Women’s Institute | Merry Bells | 3rd in month | 19:15 | 01865 558167 

Wheatley Singers | URC Hall | 19:15-21:00 | 01865 872250 | All welcome 

St Mary’s Church | Open for prayer and reflection 19:30-21:00 

Wheatley Village Produce Association | Merry Bells | 2nd in month | 19:30 

 

WEDNESDAY 

Well Baby Clinic | Maple Tree Centre | 09:30-11:00 

Crafty Stay & Play | Maple Tree Centre | 15:15-16:30 

Oxford Sling Library | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd & 4th in month | 09:30-11:00 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-17:00 

Sharecare Community Club | Holton Village Hall | 09:30-14:00 

St Mary the Virgin | Holy Communion | 12:00 

Late Spring 60+ Bereavement Support Group | URC | 1st & 3rd in month | 14:00-15:30 

mailto:holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
mailto:Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
mailto:hayley@mapletree.org.uk
mailto:digital@soha.co.uk
mailto:peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
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Day by Day 

Beginners’ Meditation | Maple Tree Centre | 2nd in month | 18:30-19:30 | 07962 545160 

Cub Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 18:45-20:15 | 01865 874284 | Age 8-10½ 

Guides | URC Hall | Term time 19:00-20.30 | Age 10+ 

Gt. Milton Local History Society | Gt. Milton School | 4th in month | 19:30 | 01844 279567 

Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers & Joggers | Park Sports Centre | 19:30-20:30 | 07979 538557 

 

THURSDAY 

Mindfulness Sitting Group | URC | 09:00-09:40 

Coffee morning | URC | 1st in month | 10:00-12:00   

Wheatley Walks | Car park behind 6th Form Centre | 10:00-11:00 | 01865 872628 / 873430 

Age UK Info Drop-in | Merry Bells | 2nd in month | 10:30-12:00 | 07827 235460 

Wheatley Library | Open 14:00-17:00 

Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | 14:00-17:00 

Xstream After-School Club | Wheatley Primary School | 15:15-16:30 

Story Time | Wheatley Library | 15:30 | Age under 6 with parent 

Rugby Club Seniors & Jrs | Wheatley Playing Field | 19:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com 

Explorer Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 14-18 

 

FRIDAY 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 & 14:00-18:00 

Horspath Hub Coffee Morning | 10:30-12:00 

Scouts | Scout Hut Holloway Rd. | 19:00-21:00 | 07745 285938 | Age 10½-14 

St. Mary’s Bell Tower Practice | St. Mary’s Church | 19:30-21:00 | 01865 872250 

 

SATURDAY 

Saturdads | Maple Tree Centre | 3rd in month | 10:00-12:00 | £2 per family 

Wheatley Library | Open 09:30-13:00 

Wheatley Village Archive | Merry Bells | 4th in month | 10:00-12:00 

Vigil Mass | Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. | 18:00 | 01865 672433. 

Scrabble Club | 1st in month | 19:30 | 01865 872628 

 

mailto:peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
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Day by Day 

SUNDAY 

St. Mary the Virgin Church: 

Holy Communion | 08:00 

Parish Praise | 1st in month | 10:00 

Sung Eucharist with King’s Club for Children | 2nd, 3rd & 4th in month | 10:00 

Food Bank Sunday | 4th in month | 10:00 | Please bring a donation for the Food Bank 

United Reformed Church: 

Holy Communion | 1st & 3rd in month | 10:00 

Food Bank Sunday | 1st in month| 10:00 

Afternoon tea | 1st in month | 14:30-16:30 

Wheatley Community Church | Wheatley Primary School | 10:30 

Rugby Club Minis & Jrs | Wheatley Playing Field | 10:00-12:00 | peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com 

Day Time Class For who Contact 

MON 

10.00-
12.00 

Paper Craft Adults Liz.yuille@artlover.com 

13.00-
14.00 

Hatha Yoga Adults bexwells242@gmail.com 

16.00-
17.30 

Studio 25 Dance Classes Children megan_ah@hotmail.com 

19.30-
21.00 

Sands Theatre Art 
School Choir 

Adults sandyjanebowen@gmail.com 

TUE 

10.00-
11.00 

Fitness Flow Pilates Adults destinyshore@ntlworld.com 

14.00-
14.30 

Baby Ballerinas Ballet 
Preschool 
children 

Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553 

14.30-
15.00 

Jumping Jellybeans 
Creative Movement 

Preschool 
children 

Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553 

16.00-
18.00 

Dance4Fun 
Contemporary Dance 

Children Danni Evenhuis 07757 323553 

WED 
18.30-
19.30 

Pop-up Pilates 
Physiotherapy Exercise 

Adults 
info@pop-up-pilates.com 
077313219991 

THU 
09.45-
10.45 

Pilates Adults wrenjenny3@googlemail.com 

Weekly Classes at The Merry Bells 

mailto:peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
mailto:Liz.yuille@artlover.com
mailto:Bexwells242@gmail.com
mailto:Megan_ah@hotmail.com
mailto:sandyjanebowen@gmail.com
mailto:destinyshore@ntlworld.com
mailto:info@pop-up-pilates.com
mailto:Wrenjenny3@googlemail.com
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HOLTON & 

WHEATLEY 

CRICKET CLUB 

New members, any 
ability, always 

welcome. 

Contact Hugh Kitchin 
873305 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
Thursday 21st February 

At the New Club: Talk on ‘History of RAF’ 
By Colonel Todd Shugart 

Doors open 11:30 for 12:00 start 
Usual Lunch about 13:00 

Clubs & Events 

Wheatley United 
Reformed Church 

Come for Tea, Cake and a 
Chat 

Church Hall, Crown Square 

Sunday, 3 February, 2.30-
4.30pm 

Sunday, 3 March, 2.30-
4.30pm 

All welcome 

WHEATLEY VILLAGE PRODUCE ASSOCIATION 

Tuesday 12 March: John Tyler: 

The Seasons: A Year in the English Countryside 

WHEATLEY VILLAGE 

PRODUCE 

ASSOCIATION 

Tuesday 12 February 

Maren Talbot: 

Growing Orchids at 

Home 

Great Milton Singers and Wheatley Singers 
warmly invite you to 

 

COME & SING 
(or come & listen to) 

 

Fauré’s Requiem 
 

in St Mary’s Church, Great Milton 
 

on Sunday 24th February 2019 
 

Rehearsal: 3.30pm (registration / music 
collection from 3.00pm) 

 
Performance: 6.00pm 

 
Musical Director - Kate Billimore 

 
All tickets (to include a glass of wine): £10.00 

 
Available on the door, or in advance from: 

paul.walton@artfulstrategy.com 
01865 873456 

mailto:paul.walton@artfulstrategy.com
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Wheatley United 
Reformed Church 

World Day of Prayer 

1 March, 2.00pm 

“Come – everything is 
ready” a service put 

together by the women of 
Slovenia 

All welcome 

Wheatley United Reformed Church 

Coffee mornings 

Church Hall, Crown Square 

Thursday, 7 February, 10.00am-12.00noon 

Thursday, 7 March, 10.00am-12.00noon 

All welcome 

Clubs & Events 

Friends of St. Bartholomew’s  

and the Kit Arnold Trust  

present 

An Evening of Poetry and 

Music 

on the theme of 

 Love  
– wherever it is found 

 
at St Bartholomew’s Church, Holton  

on Saturday 2nd March 2019 

at 7 for 7.30pm (refreshments from 7pm) 

Featuring members of the Holton Players, music 

from the opera Poet and Plumber by Roger 

Simmonds and Kit Arnold, and selected entries to 

the Children’s Poetry Competition 

 
For further information and to book tickets (£10 

each) please contact poemtrust@gmail.com 
or telephone 07753633895 

The Oxfordshire Museum 

Half Term Activities 

Tuesday 19 February  

TOM Tots: 10:30-11:00 

Stories, song and rhyme for 
under five’s 

£1 per child / £2.50 family 

The Oxfordshire Museum 

Half Term Activities 

Thursday 21st February 

Family fun drop-in 

14:00-16:00 

Time for Tea  

Use paper and card to 
make and decorate a tea 
time tray to take home. 

£2 per child / £5 family 

mailto:poemtrust@gmail.com
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Clubs & Events 

 
 

Wheatley Park School proudly presents  

HAIRSPRAY 

6th - 9th February 2019 
Tickets available from Main Reception 
Tickets also available via ParentMail 

 
Book by Mark O’Donnell and Thomas Meehan 

Music by Marc Shairman 
Lyrics by Scott Whittman and Marc Shairman 

This amateur production is presented by arrangement with 
Music Theatre International (Europe) www.mtishows.co.uk 

Artwork by Erin Foster  
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February & March 2019  

Alphabet I Spy 

16th – 24th February 

Family fun over the February half term. 
Spy the whole alphabet in the gardens 
and win a treat. Suitable for all ages. 

£2.50 per child. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult for whom the 

garden entrance fee applies.  

Snowdrop Weekends 

16th/17th & 23rd/24th February 

With more than 60 different snowdrop 
varieties carpeting the ornamental 

gardens over the season, enjoy these 
little heralds of spring in a magical 
setting. Free guided tours at 11am, 

12.30pm and 2.30pm (Garden entrance 
fee applies). 

For more information please visit 
www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 
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With an uncertain climate as we move forward in the travel industry, it 
is vital to book with someone who can ensure not only that you’ll have 
a good trip, but that things will run as smoothly as possible. At Travel 

Counsellors, we make it our business to ensure that trust is at the 
centre of everything we do, and here’s how it can be of benefit to you. 

100% financial protection, we’re always here, a wealth of expertise 
and we book what’s right  
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Claudia Conde MClinDent(Prostho.) London 
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DRIVERS WANTED 

WHEATLEY VOLUNTEER CARE SCHEME NEEDS 
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 

Do you have any spare time to transport local residents 
to medical appointments? 

You will be reimbursed for your petrol cost. 
So if you feel you can help us: 

Please contact Kath Lamont—01865 876609 
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Does your child need 

extra help with reading, 

writing or spelling? 

Do they have Dyslexia? 

Do they just need a boost in confidence? 

• Qualified Teacher offers Literacy 

Support for children in Key Stages 1 

and 2. 

• An intensive Synthetic Phonics 

course is available for children of 

all ages who are having major 

problems or who may be dyslexic. 

 

Telephone: Penny Willmott 01865 452057 

Email: penny.millmott1@ntlworld.com 
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In its third year the 2018 Wheatley Christmas Fair promised to be bigger and better than ever. 

With over 30 stalls of independent small businesses selling their craft and gift items, along with 

seasonal entertainment and festive foods and drinks, there sure was a lot happening on the 

night. We were so lucky with the weather, which contributed to a great turn out by the 

community. 

Founded by the High Street traders, the focus has always been about promoting our local small 

businesses and charities, and we will continue this focus as we look to make plans for the 2019 

event. If you do have any ideas for the 2019 event then please do send us an email to the 

address below. 

We would like give special thanks to: 

• Gorman Surfacing and Beechcroft Developments for traffic management solutions. 

• Howe Trust (Wheatley) and Wheatley Parish Council for assistance funding the event. 

• That Event Company for lighting and power solutions. 

 

Wheatley Christmas Fair Committee (2018): wheatleyxmasfair@outlook.com 

mailto:wheatleyxmasfair@outlook.com

