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CHAIR'S COLUMN
Doug Lamont
Most residents will be aware of the recent application made by Oxford Brookes
University for outline planning permission to develop 500 homes on their Wheatley
Campus. Whilst it is generally accepted that some level of development will eventually
take place, this number is completely unacceptable and has drawn strong objections
not only from Wheatley and Holton Parish councils and the Neighbourhood Plan team
but also Oxfordshire County Council and SODC. It is quite clear that without massive
improvements to local infrastructure, that anything like this level of development is
completely unsustainable. It could be claimed that this is a cynical attempt by Oxford
Brookes University to maximise the value of the land but we are clearly at the
beginning of a long battle to try to ensure that common sense prevails regarding both
the development and the necessary supporting infrastructure.
Continuing the theme of infrastructure; many of our village roads, in common with
numerous other communities in the county, are in such a poor state of repair that they
present a danger to road users and pedestrians alike. Recently a group of parish
councillors produced a report concentrating on the through routes in the village, used
by commuters as well as residents, detailing the worst sections of road. This has been
presented to OCC highways as an “escalated complaint” and also highlights the poor
quality of the repair work that is currently provided by OCC contractors. Please
continue to use the FIX MY SREET website to report potholes and other individual
problems.
On a more positive note, we welcome Amy Palmer as a newly co-opted Parish
Councillor. Amy has strong local connections and has lived in Wheatley for ten years.
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CLERK'S COLUMN
Michelle Legg
Happy Easter everyone, here’s hoping that spring is on its way!
Unfortunately, I start this piece with a grumble as we continue to receive
complaints about dog mess. To the minority of dog owners/walkers who cause
this problem PLEASE, PLEASE pick up your dog’s mess! Ensure you take
appropriate bags with you, a torch if out early morning/late at night and dispose of
the waste in a bin. No-one wishes to step in mess left on the footpaths, or get it
caught in the wheels of their pushchair/mobility scooter. Fixed Penalty Notices
(FPNs) and fines can made to anyone who allows their dog to foul a footpath.
On a happier note I’d like to invite you all to your Annual Parish Meeting, which
will take place on Thursday 3rd May from 6.30pm in the Merry Bells Main Hall.
The event will include a community fair (6.30pm - 7.30pm) involving village
groups, charities and organisations, as well as an opportunity from 7.30pm to
meet and hear from your parish, district and county councillors. We will be in
contact with organisations shortly but if, as a parishioner, you have a question you
would like to raise, please contact Annette or myself in the parish office.
Have you heard the news…you will soon be able to view the village and the
Brookes site from the air as tethered balloon rides will be available at the
Wheatley Playing Fields on the first Sunday in April.
Finally, we still have one casual vacancy on the parish council. Interested?
Contact the parish office for more details.
Dates for your Diary - Parish Council Meetings start at 7.30pm
Parish Council

Mon 9th April & 14th May

Merry Bells Hall

Planning Committee

Wed 11th April & 9th May

Parish Office

Finance Committee

Mon 23rd April

Parish Office

Open Spaces Committee

Mon 21st May

Parish Office

The Parish Council Office is open to the public on
Wednesdays and Saturdays mornings 9.30 - 11.30am.
The County and District Councillors' surgery is on
Saturday 14th April and 12th May
10.30 - 11.30am in the Parish Office.
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OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
Kirsten Johnson, County Councillor
The County Council budget has been agreed for next year. It includes a
Councillor Priority Fund, which allocates £15,000 to each councillor to use in their
division. I look forward to working with parishes in the coming year in determining
how best to spend this money.
The Cabinet of Oxfordshire County Council signed the Oxfordshire Growth Deal
on Monday, February 12th. This deal is to be agreed by all Oxfordshire District
Councils and Oxford City Council as well. The Growth Deal accesses £215 million
of government funding to enable some of the housing already planned in the
various Local Plans to be achieved in the next five years. £60m of this money is
to support Affordable Housing and £150m is for infrastructure, with the balance
used for planning and delivering the projects.
I am pleased that the government has recently provided an additional £916,000
this year for highways repairs in the county. This will be used to do longer term
patching work in the spring. I have submitted a list of roads in this division which
need urgent work and have spoken with parish councils about priorities for
repairs.
If there are any drainage, road, lighting, pavement, etc., issues, please report
them on fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk This website is monitored by County
Council and is the best way to bring issues to the attention of Highways Officers.
If issues continue and are not resolved, please then get in touch with me on
kirsten.johnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk

7

8

UPDATE FROM THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE
Paula Hood, Chair
New Burial Ground
You may recall Reverend Nigel Hawkes's newsletter article last year informing
you that the graveyard at St Mary’s was almost full and would need to close to
burials in the next year or so.
The parish council have investigated all the options available and sought advice
from neighbouring parishes but are keen to hear your views on the topic and
whether we should take this further. You may have thoughts on whether we
should, or should not have a new burial ground, how you would be prepared to
fund any new burial space or have other insights that may be useful. If you have
any strong views, please contact any parish councillor or the parish clerk - contact
details can be found on our website and in this newsletter.
Wheatley Day Of Action!
I’m sure by now you’re well aware that Oxfordshire County Council no longer
have the resources to maintain all of the gulleys, footpaths and smaller roads in
Wheatley. To tackle this the Open Spaces Committee are organising a 'Wheatley
Day of Action' on Saturday 12th May, when villagers come together in their own
neighbourhoods to weed pavements, tend overgrown bushes, weed and clear the
gutters, pick up litter and maybe help a less able neighbour with a bit of weeding
and gardening.
Parish councillors will be helping in their own roads and we'd love to hear from
those of you who will be joining us. If you are interested, contact your parish
councillor or speak to your neighbours about setting up your own group.
We hope that as many of you as possible will get involved to help keep our village
at its best. Let us know what you’re planning and please share any photos of you
at work!
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SUSTAINABLE WHEATLEY - SWAPSHOP
Gill Blightman
The next Swapshop will be on Saturday 21st April. For those who don’t know
what this is (and for some who do) here is a reminder of The Rules:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bring along your unwanted items that might be useful to someone else
(i.e. not broken or unusable)
Items should be portable (we have a notice board to offer larger items)
We can also recycle for charity: mobile phones, silver foil, used postage
stamps, printer cartridges
No clothes or shoes (use big bins in SODC/Asda car parks in village) or
liquids (in case of spillage)
Take away anything you want (it’s not compulsory to swap!)
Buy a cup of Fairtrade tea/coffee and biscuits or just donate money so we
can keep it going (we have to hire the hall and a van to dispose of
leftovers)
Join in the fun!

Timings: Bring items from 8.30am – 10.15am. Doors open to take away items
from 9.30am -11.00am. Simples. See you there.
Website: www.sustainablewheatley.org email: admin@wheatleycag.org
tweet: @SusWheatley or phone 873957.
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WHEATLEY MAYDAY CELEBRATIONS - MONDAY MAY 7th
Gareth Morris on behalf of the Mayday Committee
On Monday May 7th, the 43rd Mayday procession and maypole dancing will take
place. Road closures will be applied for so at 10am we will assemble at Crown
Square to crown the Lord and Lady of the Garland (by a secret local celebrity)
and sing the Wheatley May Song. This year we have again the primary school
boys performing some Wheatley Morris Dances. We will process up the High
Street through SODC car park and along Church Road to the recreation ground.
Please be patient if you are held up by the procession.
Last year, my article was taken to task for implying there was no Maypole dancing
in Wheatley before 1976. An ex-resident reports that her father (DOB 1907)
spoke of garlanding and Maypole dancing. She also said that in the mid-1940s a
Maypole was stored at the primary school and brought out on the last day of the
summer term for the children to dance around.
THE MERRY BELLS VILLAGE HALL - Help to Manage this Great Facility!
Tim Blightman
The AGM of The Merry Bells Management Committee will take place at 7pm on
Thursday 3rd May in the Coffee Room at The Merry Bells.
At the AGM, 5 local residents are elected on to the committee and we will have
vacancies, so if anyone is interested in joining us, then please get in touch with any of
the Committee members (whose names are displayed on the notice board outside the
building) before the AGM or come along on the day.
As well as the elected members, the committee also has representatives of various
user groups and can additionally co-opt a further 2 members.
The role of the committee is to manage the running of The Merry Bells (which is a
Charitable Trust) for the benefit of all Wheatley residents. We are always open to new
ideas and initiatives to improve the facility.
All residents of Wheatley are entitled to attend and vote at the AGM and we look
forward to seeing you there.
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THE HISTORY FILE - When Dandelions meant Hershey Bars
John Fox
I met Margot 20 years ago, 80 and feisty. At 18, she would not wear her Yellow Star
when studying house-management in Berlin. Her first workplace, a Berlin children's
home, was attacked by the Kristallnacht mob in 1938. The senior matron faced them
down, then shamed police into protecting the Jewish children inside. In southern
Germany, Margot's family lost their clothing business. In Britain, the 'Big Houses'
welcomed her skills.
Last January, I met Margot's son, Peter, 76. When Margaret Lascelles Balfour [a.k.a.
'Daisy'] employed Margot to manage Holton House, Peter came too. 'Daisy' was an
aristocrat, her brother secretary to three kings. Lord Halifax apparently visited Holton
and the editor of The Times: Margot loathed them as 'defeatists', but 'Daisy' she
admired. "In private she was just what you saw in public. Ran the Oxfordshire Red
Cross. Visited every family where a PoW was held abroad. Never used her official
petrol ration for private business."
In April 1944, US Army medics arrived at Holton Park to organise a temporary hospital
for casualties from the Normandy landings. Six days after D-Day, 97 Hospital received
its first ambulance train-load. Within six weeks, total intake stood at 1450. Upwards of
6000 casualties passed through 97GH before it relocated to Germany, mid-1945.
Peter remembers the cleared space at Wheatley Station for night-time ambulance
loading. He remembers the wire separating him from camp, moat and cattle grid:
children and cattle grids do not mix. Margot fretted, "No place for a child without a
nanny", but Peter found ways through the wire to make new friends. Bored G.I.s
fussed over the 3-year-old. Bunches of dandelions earned him ration-issue Hershey
Bars. When Margot retrieved him, the same homesick men wolf-whistled (and
embarrassed) her. Sometimes 'Daisy' Balfour rescued him from the cattle-grid, always
protective, never scolding. In February 1944 'Daisy' and Melville Balfour's own son
had died at Anzio [memorial in Holton Church]. They gave Margot his bedroom and
Peter the linked dressing-room.
"Mum didn't teach me German, only English. No school till eight, so I was never 'the
German boy' in Holton or afterwards in Stanton with the Gore family. It was a good
life!" he admits. Margot later opened clothing shops in Oxford, including several called
Miranda.
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WHEATLEY FILM CLUB – Now Better Than Ever!
Peter Bayliss
We are proud to announce that that with our sponsors’
support we now have a new top-end high resolution Blu-ray
projector to go with enveloping surround sound, taking us closer than ever to the
full mainstream cinema experience, right here in the village. We are very grateful
to Wheatley Estates and Richer Sounds, whose generous support to this
community project has made the upgrade possible.
Come and enjoy it yourself on May 17th when we are showing The Talented Mr
Ripley, the 1999 thriller than was nominated for no less than 5 Oscars!
As usual the film starts at 7:30pm at the Fire Station - drinks and nibbles are
available.
The atmosphere is always friendly and sociable and we welcome new members.
For more information and membership details please visit our website
www.wheatleyfilmclub,org, or email info@wheatleyfilmclub.org
WHEATLEY HERITAGE/WALKABOUT PROJECT
David Harverson
A group of interested people met on March 13th to discuss how best to provide
information to newcomers and visitors about the location of notable and
interesting buildings in Wheatley together with details of their history. The ultimate
objective being to put up one or more display boards, the first in the Village
Square, showing this information. A leaflet would also be produced giving the
history of each location identified, with suggested walks to see them.
We would welcome other people to join us to make sure we include everything of
interest. We hope to include one or two plaques explaining the history of such
structures as the Lock-Up. If you are interested in any way or would like more
information, please contact David Harverson on 01865 873343 or at
david.harverson@outlook.com

17

18

NEWS FROM MORLAND HOUSE SURGERY
Nollag McGrath, Practice Manager
Morland House Surgery has started a Patient Participation Group (PPG). The overall
aim of our group is to develop a positive and constructive relationship between
patients, the practice and the community it serves, ensuring the practice remains
responsive to all its patient’s needs.
Our Aims:
• To facilitate good relations between the GP practice and patients by
communicating patient experience, interests and concerns and providing
feedback to the practice on current procedures and proposed new
developments
• To bring a sense of partnership between the practice and patients
• Provide an avenue for patient’s input in the way facilities and services are
planned and executed
• To provide a forum to voice community needs, positive suggestions and
interests.
• Collect patient opinions and experiences to help the practice to evaluate its
services.
• To help disseminate within the practice community and/or wider community
• information about the practice
• Assisting the practice in promoting good health and self-care.
We are interested in hearing your views so please feel free to contact us by writing to
us c/o Morland House Surgery, London Road, Wheatley OX33 1YJ or send an email
to morland.ppg@nhs.net

MACMILLAN QUIZ 2018
Sue Coombes
This message is addressed to the large number of you who were involved with the
Macmillan Quiz which was held in the Merry Bells on 23rd February 2018: those who
helped with the organisation, the local businesses and others who made generous
donations to the raffle and to all those who attended or who sent contributions.
Together you helped to raise £1,316 for Macmillan Cancer Support.
On behalf of Macmillan and the people who they support, this is a big thank you to you
all.
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WHEATLEY SINGERS - SPRING
Celia Pagel
Spring definitions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

an elastic device that reverts to its former shape
a sudden jump upwards or forwards
water welling up from an underground source
a flock of teal (ha! did YOU know that?!)
the season after winter, before summer, from vernal equinox to summer
solstice
when a young man’s fancy turns to love…
when the Wheatley Singers blow away the winter blues and join forces
with stellar soloists to gladden an audience with sparkle and delight.

Following their triumphant début in St Mary’s Thame (if you missed their
incredible Brahms’ Requiem, what were you thinking?!), Wheatley Singers are
coming home. Favourites Shelley Cox, Ian Barratt and Steven Henderson will be
joined in their solo roles by the fabulous Charlotte Elkins to perform with the choir
and full orchestra in Beethoven’s incredible “Mass in C”. The soloists will also
present their own selection of solos, duets and more, designed to uplift and
enthrall you. And actor Bruce Alexander will enhance the event with specially
selected readings.
The concert is on Saturday April 28th at 7.30pm in St Mary’s, Wheatley, in
support of two special charities: “Gingerbread”, the leading national charity for
single parent families (celebrating 100 years in 2018), and “The Maple Tree”, a
very local (slightly younger!) organisation, which supports parents and carers of
children under five. So, you can combine a wonderful evening with the
satisfaction of making a contribution to these noble causes. Tickets (£10 - £8 in
advance) available from choir members and Wheatley Library.
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‘ROSENCRANTZ AND GUILDENSTERN ARE DEAD’ - ST MARYS CHURCH
Peter Fanning

Where do we come from?
What are we doing here?
Where are we going?
These and other questions arise in SMG@St Mary’s
staging of Tom Stoppard’s dazzling comedy
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead.
A fundraiser that’s full of fun, philosophy and farce, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern
Are Dead, takes place, as it were, in the wings of Hamlet. Two ill-fated lords
attempt to make sense of a sudden death, a hasty marriage and a prince
behaving like a lunatic. For they are actors in a play whose script they cannot
understand. Stoppard’s stagecraft, wit and verbal verve are at their thrilling best.
Performances at 7.30pm on:
Thursday 12th April 2018: tickets, £8
Friday 13th April 2018: tickets, £10
Saturday 14th April 2018: tickets, £10
Students and under 18s: £7.50 for all performances
Tickets available by emailing smg.wheatley@gmail.com or by phoning 872262.
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THE LAMB AND THE FOX - WHEATLEY PRODUCTIONS
Wheatley Productions will be performing the play The Lamb and The Fox, by
Mick Jones, at the Primary School on the nights of Friday 25th and Saturday 26
May at 7.30pm.
The play tells the story of the ‘shenanigans’ which take place in the fictional
village of Bullingdon, (sited in the area of Combe wood, equi-distance from
Wheatley, Cuddesdon and Horspath). A fabulously rich ’heavy metal’ rock star
leaves a massive legacy for the village to stage a music festival in the grounds of
Overshot Manor. Trouble is he expects the Bullingdon Parish Council to organise
it and there are conditions. The parish council is equally divided between those
who would like the Festival to go off with a ‘big bang’ and those who would wish it
to grow ‘organically’. The situation is not clarified when an open meeting is
called, encouraging the village population to attend and have their say.
The Wheatley Band, Black Fox, will drive the play forward with a great variety of
musical styles, sometimes adding to the chaos!
Tickets, priced at £10 and £5 for those under 16, can be obtained from Deb
Wilson, 01865 873737 deborah.joy.wilson@gmail.com or from Country Collections
or Mates Hairdressers.
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WHEATLEY CARE
Kath Lamont
Thank you to all the Amazing Wheatley Care Drivers for their support in driving
residents from Wheatley, Littleworth and Holton to various medical appointments,
the villages would be lost without this service!
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WHEATLEY LIBRARY AND FRIENDS GROUP 01865 875267
Wendy Stanton, Library Manager
Dates to note:
Wednesday 2nd May 2018 at 10:30am
Local author Ruth Mancini will be talking about writing her
latest book “In the Blood”.
In southeast London, a young mother has been accused
of the unthinkable: poisoning her own child. Criminal
defence lawyer Sarah Kellerman takes on the case.
Balancing the case with raising her disabled five-year-old son, Sarah becomes
more and more involved, overstepping professional boundaries in an attempt to
uncover the truth. It's only when her own son becomes unwell that Sarah realises
she's been drawn into a dangerous and deadly game.
Ruth Mancini is a criminal defence lawyer, author and freelance writer. Her
previous novels include “Swimming Upstream” and “Swimming Home”.
19th- 26th May during library hours only:
The Friends of Wheatley Library (FOWL) art and craft group will be taking part in
Oxfordshire Art Week this year. Thank you to all our wonderful volunteers.
The Friends of Wheatley Library:
There was a wonderful talk given by Roger Simmonds about the three operas that
he wrote based on stories by local authors. Nearly 50 people from near and far
came and this was a real community event. Thank you, Roger!
If anyone would like to support our library by joining the friends group then please
contact the library for details. We meet every 2/3 months to make plans about our
library such as author talks and fundraising.
Regular FOWL events:
• Morning craft sessions weekly from 10am -12 noon
•

New: Evening craft sessions weekly from 7-9pm

•

Drawing group sessions weekly during term time from 2.30 - 4.30pm

•

Digital Helper sessions fortnightly

There is a small charge for refreshments.
A taste of our online services:
PressDisplay offers the current edition of thousands of newspapers from across
the world, in their original formats. You can search for papers and stories by
keyword or browse publications by language or country of publication. Access
at home with your library details or in libraries.
Search for Friends of Wheatley Library on Facebook to know what is happening
and when.
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WHEATLEY WI www.wheatleywi.com
Joyce Coveley
Visitors to the W.I. at the Merry Bells on 20th February would have been
astonished to find a haven of tranquillity instead of the usual hustle bustle of a
meeting. Michele (Nischala) Jacobs, an expert in yoga and other complementary
therapies who lives and works from her home in Wheatley, guided some forty
members through a series of mainly seated exercises to engender feelings of
relaxation and well-being. After three quarters of an hour the spell was broken
for refreshments, with everyone feeling better for the session and grateful to
Michele for a very different evening.
A change of tone came with March. Forty-one members gathered for the normal
meeting, followed by the Annual Meeting. The President, Jan Walsh, sped
through the usual business before presenting the Margaret Godley Cup for the
most successful competition entrant to Sylvia Street. Both the Treasurer’s and
Secretary’s reports were passed unanimously. Jan’s turn followed, she summed
up the year and thanked everyone for all their efforts to make it such a success.
The committee remains the same, with Jan re-elected as president. Ann Wild
then thanked her, on our behalf, for all her hard work in what has not been an
easy time.
Next meeting on April 17th - Kevin Heritage on Local History.
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YOUR WHEATLEY VILLAGE ARCHIVES
Steph Cox
Thank you for all your ideas but nobody’s suggestion was correct for our mystery
photo in the last issue. The shot of the beautiful sunset was reflected in the
window of Ochre (now Yemaya’s kitchen).
The mystery photo this month should be
easier to place. Email your suggestions
to wheatleyarchive@gmail.com or pop
in and see us any Thursday afternoon
2-5pm or Saturdays 28th April and 26th
May 10am - 12 noon.
WVA have been busy lately as we are
now open on the last Saturday morning
of each month. We have also hosted a
visit over half term from our
parliamentary representative – Mr John
Howell – who was intrigued by the
collections. Have you been yet?
You are now able to support your
village archive through the South
Oxfordshire Charitable lottery and have
a 1 in 50 chance to win a prize up to
£25,000 by choosing 6 numbers for £1
each week. 50p from each ticket will go
to the archives to continue to preserve
the history of the village for the future, to pay our rent and to enable access to the
archive via the internet and you might win £25,000! Give it a go! Log onto
www.socharitable.co.uk for details.
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OXFORDSHIRE ARTWEEKS - NEWS FROM HOLTON
This year Holton artists; Christine Erica Bainbridge, painter, and Jackie Birchall,
glass artist, open their homes to Oxfordshire Artweeks visitors from Saturday 19th
May to Bank Holiday Monday 28th May inclusive. Both are open 11am – 6pm
daily.
Venue 361 at Ambrose Cottage, Holton, OX33 1PS: Jackie Birchall of Purple
Urchin - this artist works mainly with stained glass, but also has a tendency to use
anything else she can get hold of. She will have several different collections of
new work for you to enjoy, most of which are still works in progress. Jackie will be
doing demonstrations and her work will be displayed indoors and out in her
parents’ beautiful cottage garden.
Venue 362 at 3 Barns Close, Holton, OX33 1QB: Christine Bainbridge – this
artist’s work is inspired by winter seascapes along the Dorset coast, mountain
scenes from the Lake District and the Bernese Oberland, as well as iconic trees.
Recent work shows a new style and this abstract collection is entitled 'On the
Threshold'. Paintings will be exhibited in the garden, house and studio. There will
be art activities for families and you will be able to relax with delicious
refreshments.
For more information visit www.artweeks.org or call Jackie on 07773 623973.
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FROM THE VICAR
Revd Nigel Hawkes
Happy Easter! Hopefully when you are reading this the
weather will have improved and spring will have sprung.
The last throes of winter persisted throughout the
Church’s season of Lent, keeping the mood somewhat
sombre and the hopeful expectation of something better
never far from our thoughts. The hope that Christians
celebrate at Easter is that God, through Jesus’s death
and resurrection, has given us a fresh start and a
chance to be truly ourselves, without the weight of guilt
that so often oppresses people. Having the slate wiped
clean gives us a sense of a weight having been lifted from our shoulders and it
opens up the possibilities of the future. If you want to learn more about what this
means for you, come and join us at St Mary’s or any of the churches in Wheatley,
you will be made very welcome.
Finally, do you want to have a say in how St Mary’s will help meet the needs of
the community in the future? Go to our survey webpage:
www.leap.design/wheatley4you.html - if you complete the survey you will be
entered into a draw for a £250 John Lewis voucher. Our plans for improving St
Mary’s church have received a positive response from the Church Authorities
responsible for granting permission, but they have asked for the survey results
before they give their final ‘yes’. This is your chance to be part of a once in 100
years project.
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NEWS FROM WHEATLEY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Zena Knight
We hope we can welcome you all to our annual Summer Fête which we hold on
the Spring Bank Holiday Monday, this year on 28 May. It will be in Doctor Flury’s
garden at 116 Church Road at 2pm. We appreciate very much the use of the
garden, which has been home to the fête for many years.
Our usual coffee mornings will be on Thursday 5 April and 3 May. We also have
afternoon tea on the first Sunday of the month. In April it will be on Easter
Sunday, 1 April. In May it will be on 6 May. We look forward to welcoming you all
for tea, coffee, biscuits, cakes and chat in the church hall.
NEW WHEATLEY BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP
Late Spring is a network of support groups run by Age UK
Oxfordshire for anyone aged 60+ who has been
bereaved. We are very informal and meet twice monthly over coffee and cake to
support each other as we mourn. We try to be light hearted when we can and the
aim of the group is to support you by being with others who understand and to be
a place where you can be yourself without putting on a brave face.
The Wheatley Group meets on the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month from
2-3.30pm in the Small Hall, United Reformed Church, High St, Wheatley.
Please come and join us, we shall give you a very warm welcome.
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COMMUNITY CHURCH SUPPORTS LOCAL DEBT COUNSELLING SERVICE
John Livingstone
As part of its vision to serve and strengthen our local community, Wheatley
Community Church has become an associate member of the Oxford Churches
Debt Centre (OCDC), which helps residents in OX1-4 and OX33 postcodes out of
unmanageable debt.

Wheatley resident Jill Ewbank is Manager of the
Oxford Churches Debt Centre

OCDC is a partnership of Oxford
churches from various
denominations which together
employ five local staff members to
bring the expertise of the national
charity Christians Against Poverty
to those in financial distress.
Services include free face-to-face
debt counselling for anyone who is
struggling, and a free CAP Money
budgeting course designed to help
with personal money management
and which can help prevent debt
in the first place.

Through offering both practical
and personal support to those
struggling with debt, OCDC and its partner churches are able to bring fresh hope
where a situation can seem inescapable.
As an OCDC associate, Wheatley Community Church provides volunteers who
can give personal and prayer support to clients, supports the work financially and
helps to publicise the service locally. Sadly, financial challenges are all too
common in contemporary society and Wheatley is not immune. OCDC, working
with churches and with Christians Against Poverty, is able to help. For more
information visit www.capuk.org or call freephone 0800 328 0006.
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CHRISTIAN AID ARE ‘DOING THINGS DIFFERENTLY' THIS YEAR…
Liz & Tony Barry
Every year in the 2nd/3rd week in May, a host of people walk the streets of Wheatley
delivering ‘little red envelopes’ for the Christian Aid door-to-door collection. They walk
the streets again later that week asking people to donate to Christian Aid by collecting
the envelopes.
This year, to reduce wear-and–tear on shoes and collectors, the little red envelopes
will be delivered as usual saying: “Please take me to the party at the Merry Bells on
Sat 19th May, 9.30am - 3pm or post me through the secure letter box at 82 High St
or better still come to one of the church services.”

People of Wheatley – thank you for all your donations in the past, and see you at
the party…
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ADOPT WITH PACT!
Last year adoption charity Parents and Children
Together helped transform the lives of 82
children by finding them their forever families.
PACT, which offers outstanding Ofsted-rated adoption services to families across
the South East, is one of the leading independent adoption charities in the
country.
With more than 2,000 children waiting to be adopted, PACT specialises in finding
secure and loving homes for priority children who can be harder to place and
often face the longest wait for their forever family. These include children over
four years old, in sibling groups of two or three, of BME heritage or with additional
needs.
PACT welcomes adopters from all backgrounds, including those of black and
minority ethnic heritage and from the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
community.
The charity holds regular adoption information events in Reading which are led by
a social worker and include a talk from someone who has adopted through PACT.
There is also chance to ask questions and talk informally to adoption staff.
PACT’s information events are free to attend but you do need to book a place by
calling 0300 456 4800.
For more information about adopting with PACT see www.pactcharity.org email
enquiries@pactcharity.org or call 0300 456 4800.
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THE WHEATLEY SOCIETY
Mary Hall
The Wheatley Society has already had several
well attended events this year. This includes Arthur Maddock’s fascinating
reminiscences from his varied and lengthy career as a Diplomat. Mark Williams
gave us an introduction to Mindfulness - Ancient Wisdom and Modern Science.
He explained not only what mindfulness is but why it is important and helpful in
daily life. Dr Copping and Practice Manager Nolag McGrath gave us the latest
news from Morland House and the NHS on issues of interest to us all.
The AGM saw the addition of several new members who we warmly welcome.
The accompanying presentation by Bill Jackson and Alan Cowie entitled
“Philately will get you everywhere” generated much more interest than perhaps
members were expecting – it is clear that it can become quite a fascinating and
addictive hobby.
Forthcoming open events include Thursday 12th April when Wheatley resident
Lt Col Todd Shugart will present “A Celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the
RAF (From Bristol Fighter to Typhoon)”. It promises to be a very apt way of
marking the anniversary. (Merry Bells - 7.45 for 8pm.)
On Monday 7th May as usual we will be providing refreshments for all at the May
Day Events in the Church Road Recreation Ground from 10am onwards.
On Thursday 10th May The Magic Fridge will be presented by Alex Mackay. He
will give us many tips and tricks to enliven our daily cooking which should be fun.
(Merry Bells 7.45 for 8pm.)
Please see the notice boards in the village for info on future events and do come
along.

Yoga, Pilates, Table Tennis, Art, Line Dancing, Computer Classes,
Creative Writing, a Garden Club and it`s a perfect venue for small parties.
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THE MAPLE TREE
Hayley Hayle, Centre Co-ordinator
Since the Maple Tree’s opening in September 2017, we have
now welcomed over 170 unique families from Wheatley and
surrounding villages. We are delighted that we now have
sessions at least 5 days a week with 2 regular monthly Saturday sessions now taking
place. We’re really enjoying getting to know everybody during our sessions.
Feedback is very important to us, helping us shape our services to fit the needs of
local families and the wider community.
There have been many fundraising events already this year including a popular “Slime
Workshop” during half term and a Mother’s Day Photoshoot - watch this space for
more exciting fundraising projects to be announced.
In January, Ann Ashmore’s Toddler Group (previously at URC) joined us on Monday
mornings. It is lovely to see so many grandparents as well as parents – we’re
delighted you’ve joined us.
The Health Visitors also use the Maple Tree to hold a weekly Well Baby clinic and
they have just completed their first Early Days Course here for new mothers.
Hopefully we have now seen the back of this awful weather and we can finally start
getting ready for Spring in the Maple Tree garden.
Please see the 'Day-by-Day' at the back of this newsletter for details of our sessions.
If you have spare time and would like to volunteer during sessions at The Maple Tree,
or are interested in hiring the Centre, please email me at hayley@mapletree.org.uk

NEW COMMUNITY LOTTERY WITH £25,000 JACKPOT
The South Oxfordshire Charitable Lottery will raise funds for local voluntary and
charitable groups and a new website www.socharitable.co.uk is now live for people to
find out more.
Tickets cost £1 and need to be bought via the website. The first draw will take place
on 28 April and will then run weekly. There is a one in 50 chance of winning a prize,
with a jackpot of £25,000.
Local good causes have been invited to register. To find out more contact SO
Charitable Lottery by calling 01235 364333 or email support@socharitiable.co.uk
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WHEATLEY DAY BY DAY
Full details of local of local clubs, societies and organisations can be found in
the Wheatley Information Booklet. Copies available from the Parish Council
office or www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
WEEKLY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon, Tues to Fri. All
welcome.
Wheatley Nursery School Every weekday from 8 am to 3 pm next
to the Primary School in Littleworth Road Contact 01865 452725.
Wheatley Pre-School. Behind the Primary School car park.
Littleworth Road. Sessions Mon - Fri 9.00 to 11.45 am and 1.00 to
3.30 pm Call 01865 873687 to visit, to register, or for information.
Sharecare Community Club Age UK Oxfordshire 9.30am - 2pm
Mondays & Wednesdays at Holton Village Hall. An opportunity for
older people to meet with others. Contact Jackie Capper,
Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or 07827 235 425.
St Mary the Virgin: Every Sunday 8 am Holy Communion.
1st Sunday 10 am Parish Praise. 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays, 10am Sung
Eucharist with King’s Club for Children. 4th Sunday 10am service is
Food Bank Sunday. Please bring a donation for the Food Bank.
Kings Club for children runs every week apart from the 1 st Sunday of
the month alongside the 10am service.
URC: Services at 10am. Holy Communion on 1st & 3rd Sundays.
1st Sunday is Food Bank Sunday. Afternoon tea on 1st Sunday,
2.30-4.30pm.
Wheatley Community Church: Every Sunday 10.30am, Merry
Bells.
Our Lady of Lourdes: Vigil Mass now on Saturday at 6pm.
Little Kickers Football Classes (18 mths-7 yrs), Park Sports
Centre. Call 07412 480 804 or ktownsend@littlekickers.co.uk
Wheatley Rugby Club Minis & Juniors Training (6-16yrs) 10am noon, Wheatley Playing Field. Contact:
Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
SODC Collections: (except Bank Holidays). Food refuse weekly;
wheelie bins for general waste, recycling waste and garden waste
on alternate Mondays, see p70 for calendar.
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm
Wheatley Babies and Toddlers (formerly at URC) Every Monday
at The Maple Tree, Littleworth Road, 9.30–11.30am. Age 0-3 with
adult. Contact: info@mapletree.org.uk
Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group. Every Monday in the
Library, 10am - noon and Monday evenings, 7pm – 9pm (excluding
bank holidays).
Not-So-Young Club, URC Hall. 2-4pm. Every 2 wks - see diary.
Beaver Scouts, boys and girls aged 6-8, during term time, 5.306.30pm, at the Scout Hut, Holloway Rd (Tel: 01865 874997)
Brownies meet in the URC Hall 5.30 to 7pm in term time.
Wheatley Bridge Club, Holton Village Hall, 7pm.
Community Choir, URC Hall, 7.30 to 9 pm in term time.
Badminton Club, Park Sports Centre 8-10pm. Contact Steve 07769
827335
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TUESDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
Once Upon a Rhymetime, Maple Tree, Littleworth Rd, 10-11.30am,
contact: info@mapletree.org.uk
Get Online SOHA, St Marys Close, 3rd in mth, 10am to noon
Call 01235 515900 or email digital@soha.co.uk to book.
Twins Group, Maple Tree, 1st Tues of each month, 1 - 2.30pm
Wheatley Library open 2-7pm
St Mary’s Guild meets every 4th Tuesday in the URC Hall, 2.15pm.
New members always welcome.
Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors Training, 7pm, Wheatley Playing
Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
Wheatley Women’s Institute www.wheatleywi.com 3rd Tues in the
month at the Merry Bells, 7.15pm (no meeting in Aug and the Dec
meeting is held on 2nd Tues of the month). New members and
visitors welcome at talks and outings. Contact Jan on 558167
Wheatley Singers in the URC Hall 7.15 – 9pm, all welcome.
Contact Celia Pagel 01865 872250
St Mary’s Church open for prayer and reflection 7.30 to 9pm

WEDNESDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
Well Baby Clinic, Maple Tree, Littleworth Rd, 9.30 - 11am, contact:
info@mapletree.org.uk
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm & 2-5pm
Parish Office Public Opening. 9.30-11.30am T.01865 875615
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm
St Mary the Virgin 12 noon, Holy Communion.
Late Spring 60+ Bereavement Support Group 1st & 3rd Wed of
month, URC Small Hall, 2-3.30pm
Cub Scouts. Boys and girls aged 8-10½, 6.45 - 8.15 pm, at the
Scout Hut, Holloway Road. Contact 01865 874284
Guides meet in the URC Hall, 7 to 8.30pm, in term time. 10 yrs+
Great Milton & District Local History Society. Meetings 4th Wed
of month, Great Milton School 7.30pm. Non-members welcome.
Details: 01844 279567
Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers & Joggers. 7.30-8.30pm, Park Sports
Centre, Contact Helen Coombes 01865 872551/07979 538557
Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
Stay & Play, Maple Tree, Littleworth Rd, 9.15 - 11.30am, contact:
info@mapletree.org.uk
United Reformed Church Mindfulness Sitting Group every week
9am - 9.40am. Coffee morning first Thursday 10am - noon
Wheatley Walks. 10-11am. Meet at the car park behind 6th Form
Centre - call Anne on 872628 or Jean on 873430.
Age UK Information Drop-in, free info & advice. 2nd in month, in
the Merry Bells Coffee Room 10.30 - noon. Contact 07827 235460
Wheatley Library open 2-5pm
Wheatley Archive Room. The Merry Bells 2-5 pm.
Xstream. An after-school club for primary children, 3.15 to 4.30 pm
at the Primary School.
Story Time for Children under 6 (with parent), Library, 3.30pm
Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors & Juniors Training, 7pm,
Wheatley Playing Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com

THURSDAY
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Explorer Scouts. Boys and girls aged 14-18, 7-9pm at the Scout
Hut, Holloway Road (07745 285938)
Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm & 2-6pm
Horspath Hub Coffee Morning 10.30am to noon
Scouts. Boys and girls aged 10 ½ to 14, 7 to 9pm, at the Scout Hut,
Holloway Rd. Contact 07745 285938
St. Mary’s Belltower Practice. Experienced ringers and beginners
welcome. St Mary’s Church 7.30-9pm. 01865 872250
Parish Office Public Opening 9.30-11.30am
OCC & SODC Cllrs' Surgery, 2nd in mth. Parish Office, 10.30am
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm
Wheatley Archive Room, 4th in mth. Merry Bells, 10am to 12noon.
Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. Vigil Mass 6pm. Parish Priest;
The Rev. Canon Mervyn Tower. The Presbytery, Wharton Road,
Headington OX3 8AJ. Tel: 01865 672433.
Scrabble Club 1st Sat in month, start 7.30pm. Details: T.872628

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

APRIL DIARY
Sunday
Thursday

1
5

Monday

9

Wednesday
Thursday

11
12

Friday
Saturday

13
14

Tuesday

17

Saturday
Monday

21
23

Tuesday
Thursday

24
26

Saturday

28

Wednesday
Thursday

2
3

Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm
Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm
Wine Circle, Merry Bells, 8pm
Not So Young Club, URC Hall, 2pm
Parish Council Meeting, Merry Bells, 7.30pm
Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm
Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells, 10.30-12pm
Wheatley Society, Merry Bells, 7.45pm
Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead, St Mary's, 7.30pm
Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead, St Mary's, 7.30pm
County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office, 10.30am
Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead, St Mary's, 7.30pm
Get Online, SOHA St Mary's Close, 10am
WI, Merry Bells, 7.15pm
Swap Shop, Merry Bells, 9.30-11am
Not So Young Club, URC Hall, 2pm
Finance Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm
St Mary's Guild, URC Hall, 2.15pm
Royal British Legion, New Club, 12pm
Wine Circle, Merry Bells, 8pm
St George's Community Funday, Church Rd Rec, 2-5pm
Wheatley Singers Concert, St Mary's, 7.30pm

MAY DIARY
Friends of Wheatley Library Author Talk, 10.30am
Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm
Annual Parish Meeting, Merry Bells Main Hall, 6.30pm
Merry Bells AGM, Coffee Room, 7pm
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Sunday
Monday

6
7

Wednesday
Thursday

9
10

Saturday

12

Sunday
Monday

13
14

Tuesday
Thursday
Saturday
Monday
Tuesday
Friday
Saturday
Monday

15
17
19
21
22
25
26
28

Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm
May Day Celebrations, Crown Square, 10am
WS Refreshments for May Day, Church Rd Rec, 10am
Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm
Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells, 10.30-12pm
Wheatley Society, Merry Bells, 7.45pm
Wheatley Day Of Action, see p9
County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office, 10.30am
Wheatley Windmill Open Day, 11am-6pm
Not So Young Club, URC Hall, 2pm
Parish Council, Merry Bells, 7.30pm
Get Online, SOHA St Mary's Close, 10am
Wheatley Film Club, Fire Station, 7.30pm
Christian Aid Collection Party, Merry Bells, 9.30-3pm
Open Spaces Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm
St Mary's Guild, URC Hall, 2.15pm
'The Lamb & The Fox', Primary School, 7.30pm
'The Lamb & The Fox', Primary School, 7.30pm
URC Annual Fete, 116 Church Rd, 2pm

SODC WASTE COLLECTION DIARY APRIL/MAY
Collection day is Monday (except*)
3*,16, 30 April
14, 29 May
9, 23 April
8*, 21 May

Which bins?
Grey, food waste, small electrical items
Green, brown, food waste, textiles
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KEY CONTACTS
Local Governance:
To report potholes, fly-tipping,
broken paving, vandalism, etc.
Oxfordshire CC

-

fixmystreet.com

01865 792422

oxfordshire.gov.uk

Report a Street Light Fault

0800 317802

OCC Family Information Service

08452 262636

oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/streetlighting-fault-reporting
fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk

OCC Highways

0845 310 1111

highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk

County Councillor Kirsten Johnson

07341 271344

kirsten.johnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk

South Oxfordshire DC

01235 422422

southoxon.gov.uk

Missed Bin Collection

03000 610610

admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk

Bulky Household Waste Collection

01235 422406

waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk

Housing

01235 422422

housing@southandvale.gov.uk

Planning Applications

01235 422600

planning@southoxon.gov.uk

District Councillor Toby Newman

01865 872239

toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk

Wheatley Parish Council

01865 875615

clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

AGE UK contact Janet Carr

01865 875126

janet.carr22@btinternet.com

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire

03444 111 444

caox.org.uk

The Maple Tree (Children's Centre)

01865 236700

hayley@mapletree.org.uk

The Merry Bells Village Hall

01865 872073

merrybells.org.uk

St Mary's Church

01865 872224

vicar.wheatley@gmail.com

United Reformed Church

01844 215513

secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk

Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to
hospital or GP surgery)
Wheatley Library

07505 543750

-

01865 875267

wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Wheatley Park Sports Centre

01865 872128

better.org.uk/venues/park

Wheatley Park School

01865 872441

wheatleypark.org

Wheatley Primary School

01865 872366

wheatley.oxon.sch.uk

Emergency - Police, Fire, Ambulance

999

-

Police non-emergency

101

thamesvalley.police.uk

GP Surgery, Morland House

01865 872448

morland-house.co.uk

NHS non-emergency

111

nhs.uk

Gas Emergency

0800 111 999

nationalgrid.com/uk/safety/

National Power Cut Helpline

105

ssen.co.uk

Burst pipe or leak

0800 714 614

thameswater.co.uk

Floodline

0345 988 1188

gov.uk/check-flood-risk

Comet - for people without access to
suitable public transport
Arriva (280) Bus

01865 323201

oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet

0344 800 4411

arrivabus.co.uk

Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London)

01865 785400

brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk

Oxford Tube (Buses to London)

01865 772250

oxfordtube.com

Park & Ride

-

oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/parkand-ride

National Rail Enquiries

03457 484950

Local information:

Services:

Transport:
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nationalrail.co.uk

YOUR
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
3 rd MAY 2018

Find out more about local organisations and
debate current issues affecting your community

6.30-7.30pm COMMUNITY GROUPS FAIR
7.30pm Q & A WITH COUNCILLORS

AT THE MERRY BELLS
Come and have your say!
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