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CHAIR'S COLUMN
Doug Lamont
It may come as a surprise to many but no one is officially responsible for providing burial
grounds in the UK. Neither the established church nor central government have a legal
duty to provide grave yards in which to bury our deceased loved ones. Under the Local
Government Act 1972, local councils have the power, but no statutory duty to provide
burial facilities.
The church yard at St Mary’s will cease to accept further burials in a few months’ time and
the parish will become jointly responsible for its future upkeep. The decision facing the
village is - do we provide and finance a new burial ground? Towards the end of last year,
the PC looked carefully at this and produced a report that identified several options. All of
which would involve the purchase of land and future maintenance and running costs costs that would be borne by Wheatley taxpayers. The alternative is not to provide any
provision and rely on existing facilities outside of Wheatley.
At the time, we asked for opinions from parishioners and partly due to a lack of response,
the PC voted to take no further action at that time. It is not a subject that any of us is keen
to discuss or think about, but at some point, it will probably affect most families in
Wheatley.
On page 13 there is a survey response form, which is also available on-line and I would
ask that everyone takes a moment to think about this subject and respond to the survey.
It may not be common knowledge that the land upon which our rare and fantastic Windmill
sits has been put up for sale by the absentee land owners. Given the uncertainty about the
future of the mill that this will cause, the parish council in cooperation with the Windmill
Preservation Society has applied to SODC to have the mill declared an asset of community
value. We are currently awaiting the decision from SODC.
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CLERK'S COLUMN
Michelle Legg
Road closures, pot holes and speeding cars still feature highly on issues reported to
us and on fixmystreet.com
To help address the issue of speeding cars we have purchased speed awareness
wheelie bin stickers – 20mph and 30mph. These are free to collect from the parish
office.
We are pleased to announce that we have recently awarded £8,000 of grants. The
Maple Tree have received the first of three instalments totalling £7,500 to help
continue their great work with children and their families. £500 has also been given to
St Mary’s Church to support their volunteers in maintaining the churchyard.
If you work with other organisations in the village, or one that supports people within
the village, you may be eligible for a grant. Application forms and information are
available from our website or the parish office.
The parish council takes a slight break in August with no meetings apart from the
planning committee and no SODC/OCC councillors' surgery. However, normal parish
surgeries will continue every Wednesday and Saturday from 9.30-11.30am, staffed by
Annette, myself or one of your parish councillors and we will endeavour to answer
your queries. We also have extra copies of the newsletter, parish council
agendas/minutes and news from neighbouring parishes and organisations, do pop in
and say hello!
Our next full council meeting will be on Monday 3rd September and we hope to have a
member of Thames Valley Police attending. Meetings are open to the public and
include an open session where you can bring to our attention any issues. The agenda
will be available towards the end of August.

Dates for your Diary - Parish Council Meetings start at 7.30pm
Parish Council

Monday 3 September

Merry Bells Hall

Planning Committee

Wed 8 August & 12 Sept

Parish Office

Open Spaces Committee

Mon 17th September

Parish Office

The Parish Council has a vacancy for:
Wheatley Newsletter Editor
For further information and a job description please go to:
wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk or pop into the parish office

The Parish Council Office is open to the public on Wednesdays
and Saturdays mornings 9.30 - 11.30am
The next County and District Councillors' surgery
is on Sat 8th Sept 10.30 - 11.30am in the Parish Office
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OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
Kirsten Johnson, County Councillor
In the budget this year each County Councillor was given £15,000 to spend on worthy
projects in their division which fit the grant criteria. I am pleased to have supported the
Wheatley Playing Field Trust with £2000 towards the installation of a new artificial cricket
pitch. My understanding is that the original pitch was put in by the County Council, so it is
fitting that County grant monies contribute towards the new pitch.
I have given £3,000 to the John Watson School (primary school site) to purchase
stackable, movable tables and chairs required to meet the needs of pupils with complex
medical, behaviour and learning needs in the multi-purpose room. I have also given £2,500
to the Maple Tree Centre for staff training and new initiatives. Please do continue to
support the Maple Tree and their fundraising efforts, as they do provide a vital service to
families and children in our community.
Other villages in the division are looking at speed reduction measures and requesting grant
monies for surveys. I have given money to Woodeaton for traffic surveys, the first stage in
implementing a reduced speed limit. I have agreed in principle to support several other
villages with monies for speed surveys. In addition, Holton completed speed surveys last
year so is now being given £2,000 of grant monies this year towards the implementation of
20mph.
I welcome the Gilligan report into the needs of cycling infrastructure in Oxford. If you wish
to read the full report it is here: https://www.nic.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Running-out-ofRoad-June-2018.pdf. I would encourage any local resident keen on better cycle provision
to write to the Leader of the County Council, Ian Hudspeth, requesting that this money is
spent on improving cycle safety from villages into the city. I wish you all a very happy
summer.
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WHEATLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REPORT JULY 2018
John Fox, Chairman WNP Committee
The aim is that by the autumn of 2018, the Final Draft of Wheatley Neighbourhood
Plan will be presented to Wheatley PC (Qualifying Body), and copied to Holton PC, for
submission to SODC and an independent Examiner. An Open Day will be held before
that Presentation and a second between the Examiner's findings and the Referendum.
The Plan in outline is what was presented for Public Consultation in May 2017 but in
much more polished form to include our consultations with the community. It includes
the Strategic Site allocation at OBU in Holton and WNP-proposed Enhancement in
Wheatley (Littleworth and sites in eastern Wheatley). Traffic is the leading community
concern, but beyond the WNP brief of Land Use. However, once Land Use proposals
become serious, Infrastructure discussion (including traffic) can take place. OCC
would collapse if it had to talk through everyone's bright idea or complaint as soon as
floated. Our first meeting with OCC was in January 2018, after our two years' work on
Land Use came near to being completed.
In December 2017, the Environment Agency, Historic England and Natural England
secured an order on us for an Environmental Report, prompted by concern about
flooding behind Ms Tomb's Field, Holton Park history and the SSSI at Littleworth
Claypits. We contracted the work out to experts. It is a positive delay which
strengthens our Plan. We also use the extra time to refine our documentation - and to
continue to learn from it.
The same experts are looking at our Wheatley 'enhancement sites', asking 'Why here,
and not there?' Again, it is time well spent, reinforcing our reasons for choices and
making us more confident about Examination. To their immense credit, Roy, Mike and
Simon have spent at least 12 afternoons at SODC, 36 miles round trip away, in talks
with our Adviser Ricardo Rios, who has long ago secured our respect.
A statutory Consultation Statement has been composed showing how we have tried to
listen to the community since January 2016 and confirming what we have heard.
WNP is a rare opportunity for a community voice to be heard on the use of local land
and to be given legal weight. In sum, we have a secondary voice in the Strategic Site
at Brookes, while OCC (in principle) and SODC (via the Local Plan) support our
'Enhancement' proposals to include a small amount of housing both at Littleworth and
on Ms Tombs' Field, a new burial ground, some much-needed Green Open Space
and some village business relocation. These enhancements have been facilitated by
the proposals for Green Belt release published in the SODC Local Plan which WNP
supports. The potential benefits to Wheatley for enhancement and rationalising
outweigh the disadvantage of loss of a small part of the Green Belt.
We have complied with the new Data Protection Regulation (May 2018), contacting
volunteers and personnel. Our Basic Conditions document will soon be completed by
outside experts. A new clear series of maps is being produced and will include traffic
hotspots. Later this year, Wheatley PC will inaugurate its new Infrastructure and
Capacities Committee with the crucial role of liaising with OCC and other statutory
bodies with whom WNP have worked.
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OWNERSHIP OF WHEATLEY WINDMILL
Roger Bell, Wheatley Parish Councillor and Geoff Stephens, Wheatley
Windmill Preservation Society
Although the current operating licence still has seven years to run, the freehold of one
of our community’s premier assets is currently up for sale. This prominent feature on
our horizon and Grade 2 listed building has been put on the property market by
members of the Cripps family, who have owned and operated the mill for generations.
Although it is likely that any new owner will be sympathetic to the needs of the local
community, there is a risk that an unsympathetic owner could deny our community the
benefits of the current arrangement when the licence expires.
To remove this uncertainty, we are pleased to report that Wheatley Parish Council has
now submitted a nomination to SODC for the mill to be recognised as an ‘Asset of
Community Value’. If approved, this would mean that the local community has six
months within which it can raise funds to match any other offer should the need arise,
thus securing its future as an important social, historical and cultural resource for
generations to come.
We firmly believe that the mill is such an important part of our village heritage that it
should be owned by and operated for the benefit of the people of Wheatley and the
surrounding area. If you agree, and would be prepared to contribute or support us in
some other way, please let us know through the normal channels or by emailing
secretary@wheatleymill.co.uk
(Reminder: Windmill Cottage is completely separate from this process.)

The Parish Church of St Mary’s Wheatley
is seeking to appoint a part-time Admin. Assistant
who will work closely with the Vicar to deal with a wide variety of
tasks. Candidates should be proactive, self-motivated, efficient, keen
to solve problems and have patience.
3 to 4 hours per week and a competitive rate of pay
Further details available from the Vicar:
tel: 872224 email: vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
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FROM THE VICAR - St Mary’s churchyard is full
Revd Nigel Hawkes
Over the last several years we have been letting you know that the churchyard is nearly full
and will be closed to new burials. We have now begun the legal process to close the
churchyard and expect that by the end of this year, or early next year, the process will be
complete. What does this mean?
First and most importantly, we will not be allowed any new graves, but burials in existing
graves and in already reserved plots will be permitted. Second, we will continue to accept
cremated remains (ashes), either for burial in existing graves, or for strewing in an area set
aside for this purpose. ‘Strewing’ is the technical term for depositing loose ashes under the
ground surface, often in a lawned area.
The procedure for closing churchyards is managed by the Ministry of Justice and involves
the posting of a public notice (which will be published in the Wheatley Newsletter later this
year) inviting comments.
For over 150 years the Church has provided burial space for the parish, and now our ability
to do so is coming to an end. The churchyard will continue to be a very special, peaceful
place at the heart of our community, and we intend to strive to keep it that way. You may
not be aware that the churchyard is maintained by a small group of volunteer mowers and
strimmers, who meet on Monday mornings in the growing season to keep the grass neat
and the weeds at bay. They need more help – could you spare a couple of hours each
Monday to help maintain this beautiful green space? Contact me, if you are interested, or
just turn up on a Monday morning.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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WHEATLEY FILM CLUB – Great films on your doorstep!
Peter Bayliss
Wheatley Film Club is the place to go in the village to watch
some amazing movies from the recent past in comfortable
surroundings, with top quality Blu-ray projection, and sensational surround sound,
thanks to our sponsors, Wheatley Estates and Richer Sounds, while supporting
The Firefighters Charity.
We are taking a break in August but will be returning in the autumn with three top
films. On September 20th we are showing the controversial comedy, Four Lions a satire about terrorism, with dark humour – funny and offensive, but challenging
and intelligent. And later in the season we have Apollo 13, and The Revenant.
All films start at 7:30pm at the Fire Station, drinks and nibbles are available. The
atmosphere is always friendly and sociable and we welcome new members. For
more information and membership details please visit our website
www.wheatleyfilmclub,org, or email info@wheatleyfilmclub.org
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NOT THE FUN RUN 2018 REPORT
Jack Turner (aged 73, not the organiser)
It was misty, moist morning before the strong sun appeared, after the lightning had
disappeared. Ideal for a run over Wheatley's gloriously bedecked May countryside,
surrounded by cheering birdsong. The 19 not so funny runners assembled outside the Sun
for a 11 o'clock start. They were preceded by 5 happy walkers - Andy O'Neill (age 58),
Simon Burrell (63) & Briony O'Neill completed the course in 1hr 10mins and Vivien Trafford
(61) & Fiona O'Neill (55) took a detour around some cows in West Field and finished in 1
hr 11 mins.
The results of the run were as follows:
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th

Name
Alfie Spurle (I must mention - he's my grandson)
Tom Guy (winner in 2015 & 2016)
Rob Hallin (my son-in-law)
Charlie Caldicott
Charles Parry
Mark Nethercleft
Sarah Bendor-Samuel (fastest lady)
David Radcliffe
Colin Campion
Tasmin Ingle
Mike Hogan
Emma Spurle (my daughter)
Leah Ebbage (my daughter)
Tom Spurle (my son-in-law)
Graeme Freeman
Jenny Stonard
Peter Bayliss
Cathy Capelin
Celia Pagel

Age
15
29
38
17
62
44
50
67
64
42
54
45
41
45
50
35
62
54
58

Mins
26
26
28
28
30
34
35
36
36
36
37

Secs
14
28
15
34
34
07
17
15
28
48
05

39

46

39
40
42
42
43
47

50
55
39
40
24
23

Congratulations to all. Thanks to our very effective time lord, Gareth Ebbage (my son-inlaw), to our shin-splinted cameraman, Michael Bunch (my son-in-law) and our thirst
quenching 'water boy', Hesper Bunch (my daughter). Well done to all who supported their
loved ones on this testing, but lovely route.
Remember, you don't have to be part of my family to be in involved in this event, getting fit
will make you feel better and walking and running through our countryside is free of
charge. Hope to see you next year - 10.30 for walkers and 11.00 for runners, outside the
Sun on the second Monday Bank Holiday in May.
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NEWS FROM THE MAPLE TREE
Hayley Hayle, Centre Co-ordinator
As we reach the height of summer, the Maple Tree continues to
offer universal services to families in Wheatley and the
surrounding villages thanks to donations from local Parish
Councils. As well as our usual sessions, we have recently
hosted a family learning course – “Keeping up with Children – Maths” and a new
parents Early Days course.
We have an exciting summer programme coming up during the school holidays with
some very interesting visitors and outreach sessions planned for Wheatley Rec,
Forest Hill and Little Milton – watch this space. Our usual programme will still apply
during the holidays - see the calendar at the back of this newsletter for our session
details.
We will be holding a Family Links course at the Maple Tree very soon as well as a
Parent/Carers First Aid session together with more Family Learning activities.
We are making very good use of our garden during this hot spell and are growing our
own vegetables.
Don’t forget that we also rent the Maple Tree out to groups providing family friendly
activities or for children’s birthday parties. We offer very competitive rates.
The Maple Tree are currently looking for a new Treasurer, a Minutes Secretary and
also new committee members. If you have any spare time and would like to volunteer
during sessions at The Maple Tree, be involved with fundraising, joining the
committee or would like to hire the Centre or enquire about any forthcoming events,
please email me at hayley@mapletree.org.uk
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GRANTS FOR APPRENTICES, STUDENTS, TRAINEES
Ralf Eller
The Trustees of Wheatley Charities offer education grants to residents of the
Parish of Wheatley, which includes Littleworth, and are prepared to consider
making grants in support of any of the costs of study or training. Applicants must
be under the age of 25 and will normally be awarded up to three small annual
grants but additional funds may be made at the discretion of the Trustees.
Application forms are available from the Secretary, Ralf Eller (email:
ralfeller@hotmail.com) to whom they should be returned no later than 13th
September 2018.
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‘ROSENCRANTZ REVIVED!’
Ruth Burdett
Tom Stoppard’s dazzling comedy WILL NOW BE STAGED AT ST MARY'S
CHURCH, WHEATLEY 18th to 20th October
Originally scheduled for performance in April, with Kit Arnold in a leading role, the
production is dedicated to the memory of Kit and promises to be a fitting tribute to
one of Wheatley and Waterperry’s most loved actors, who died shortly before the
first night.
Where do we come from?
What are we doing here?
Where are we going?
Two ill-fated lords try to make sense of a sudden
death, a hasty marriage and a prince behaving
like a lunatic. For they are actors in a play whose
script they cannot understand.
Tom Stoppard’s stagecraft, wit and verbal verve are at their thrilling best.
Performances:
7.30pm, Thursday 18th October 2018: tickets, £8
7.30pm, Friday 19th October 2018: tickets, £10
7.30pm, Saturday 20th October 2018: tickets, £10
Students and under 18s: £7.50 for all performances
Tickets available by emailing smg.wheatley@gmail.com or by phoning 872262.
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THE HISTORY FILE - What's in a Name?
John Fox
All of John Taylor's verse-and-worse survives! Ex-Navy battle veteran, Thames
Waterman and King's Water Poet in civil war Oxford, Taylor knew Old Wheatley
Bridge with its eight rising arches. He showed the Thame as sad and moping. The
Thames [Latin, Thamesis] was eccentrically called the Isis (an Egyptian goddess)
between its source and Dorchester. In Oxford it is still called Isis today. The Latin
name Thamesis was strangely thought to prove that the Thame joined the Isis at
Dorchester! In 1632, 'pilgrims' to Birinus' Dorchester shrine were still a folk
memory.
Dorchester … [1632]
Where Thame and Isis do embrace and kiss,
Both joined in one, called Thame-Isis …
From near [Aylesbury] he many miles, with strange meanders,
To find his lovely Isis, slowly wanders.
Through fertile lands a quiet course he keeps
Till southward under Whately Bridge he creeps,
and like a Pilgrim travels all alone,
no brook or river waiting him upon.
Poor Thame, all heavy and disconsolate,
unnavigable, scorned, despised, disgraced ...
… hurls himself impatient into Isis' arms.
No closer can the bark be to the tree.

25

26

WHEATLEY PRODUCTIONS - THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS
Kate Lockey, Chair
Wheatley Productions will be staging the Alan Bennett version of The Wind in the
Willows at the Primary school on the 25th and 26th January 2019. It will be directed
by Kate Lockey and Cath Hogan and produced by Helen Keely. We are also very
fortunate to have Roger Simmonds as our musical director.
The Wind in the Willows is a lively, entertaining production, with a wide variety of
parts, both large and small. We will be auditioning in early September, as follows:
Sunday September 9th URC 2pm. A chance to familiarise ourselves with the
script and audition for a part or take an extract to prepare for the following
Sunday.
Wednesday September 12th URC 7:30 pm. Roger Simmonds will take us
through the music.
Sunday September 16th URC 2pm. Final audition session.
We are looking for participants of all ages (minimum threshold Secondary Year
7.) Young children will be able to participate as part of the children’s choir run by
Rachel Cave at the Primary School. Mrs Cave can be contacted on 07505
131124.
We would also like to recruit new members for our production team and would be
especially grateful for offers of help with sewing costumes or with chaperoning
(DBS certification required.) Any queries, please contact Helen Keely on 01865
872833.
So, if you fancy joining us on the riverbank or taking a stroll in the Wild Wood,
come and join us at the URC in September. We look forward to meeting with you.
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SUSTAINABLE WHEATLEY
Tim Blightman
Fruit is starting to appear on trees around the village and for a fourth year we are
planning to carry out our successful fruit harvesting from Wheatley trees that
otherwise might have gone to waste.
As in previous years we plan to distribute much of this to various organisations
who can make good use of them and we also will be holding our Apple Pressing
Day (on Saturday 27th October) outside The Merry Bells, where anyone can bring
their own apples and have them turned into juice.
For now, please let us know if:
•
•
•
•

you have a fruit tree that you might be unable to pick, or you know of one
you would be interested in helping to harvest fruit; we will have a number
of picking sessions mainly at the weekend during August/ September/
October, for up to 3-4 hours. Come for as long as you wish
you have any boxes or buckets that we could borrow for the short-term
storage of fruit
you have suggestions where the fruit could be distributed

Last year local schools, nurseries and children’s centres, a local residential home
and local groups benefited. Also, two businesses in the High Street had boxes of
fruit outside for anyone to take, all of which went.
Put Sat 27th October in your diary to come along to the Merry Bells to help turn
fruit into juice. This year, thanks to funding from the Co-operative Community
Fund, we will have 2 apple presses so hope to produce even more than last
year’s 250 bottles.
Contact: email: admin@wheatleycag.org tweet: @SusWheatley or phone 873957
www.sustainablewheatley.org
P.S. Also in October, on Sat 13th we are holding another of our Swapshops.
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YOUR WHEATLEY VILLAGE ARCHIVE
Steph Cox
Unfortunately, we received no correct answers to the mystery photo in the last issue
but thank you to those who tried! The photo showed a bracket on the wall of
Cinnamons (which was the White Hart after the original White Hart moved from what
is now the Centre of English Studies – CES). That original White Hart, which features
on the cover of “One More Millennium – The Story of Wheatley and Holton Park”, was
badly damaged by fire, rebuilt and refaced with its current facade, but the original side
walls are still visible.
The subject of this issue’s mystery
photo has disappeared over the last
few months, but we are sure
residents (especially the children)
will be able to name its recent
location in the village. Please email
wheatleyarchive@gmail.com with
your suggestions.
Thank you to everyone who ordered
a copy of our calendar for 2019 at
the May Day celebrations. Full of
photos of the village with mention of
our kind sponsors, it will be on sale
later in the year but orders can be
placed now for £10 and a preview
can be seen at the archive room. You might want to order/buy more than one copy for
family and friends, from far and wide, who have Wheatley connections.
Since the last newsletter a very kind local businessman has set up a Facebook page
on our behalf at www.facebook.com/wheatleyvillagearchive Do look at it and help it to
grow.... And don’t forget your chance to win from the South Oxfordshire charitable
lottery which supports your village archive too:
see https://www.socharitable.co.uk/support/wheatley-village-archive
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LOCAL FUNDRAISER RECEIVES NATIONAL HONOUR
Terry Yates, from Wheatley, has been presented with a
British Citizen Award for his services to the community at a
medal presentation ceremony at the Palace of Westminster
in July.
Terry was one of 29 medalists honoured at the prestigious
ceremony. All BCA recipients have selflessly undertaken
various activities in support of a number of worthy causes.
Each received a Medal of Honour, inscribed with the words
‘For the Good of the Country’.
He has been serving his community for three decades. As a
former entertainer he recognised the importance of a family
night out to combat the uptake of computer games and
more recently, social media. So, for the past thirty years, he
has turned these popular family nights into charity
fundraisers.
Following the loss of his wife of 40 years, Terry raised
£6,000 shared between Macmillan Cancer Support and
Sobell House Hospice in recognition of the care that they
gave his wife.
In 2017 Terry suffered a heart attack while taking part in a
fundraising fishing competition. That didn’t deter him, and
now fighting fit again he is back organising his biggest ever
Family Night.
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LANDSCAPES OF WHEATLEY AND BEYOND
Michael Worthington
From Wednesday 19th to Saturday 22nd September, there will be an exhibition of
landscape paintings in St Mary’s Church in aid of the 2020 Church Building
Project. Since moving to Wheatley just over a year ago, I have been excited by
many views of the village, Shotover and the countryside towards the Chilterns
and have put together a collection of about sixty paintings that also include some
work from further afield such as Suffolk and Yorkshire.
If you have not heard about the 2020 Project, then this is an opportunity to learn
what is being proposed to make the Church a more adaptable space for a variety
of activities in addition to Christian worship as well as being warmer in winter and
better lit. There will be explanatory posters of the architect’s designs alongside
the artwork.
Some of the pictures will be reproduced as greetings cards and last but by no
means least, there will be tea and cake. So, we hope you can drop by at the
following times:
Wednesday 19 September:
Thursday 20 September:
Friday 21 September:
Saturday 22 September:

1 - 5pm
1 - 5pm
1 - 5pm
10am - 5pm
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NEWS FROM WHEATLEY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Zena Knight
On 8 September the church and hall will be open to welcome any passing visitors for
the annual Ride and Stride. It will be a chance to rest a while and have refreshments.
It is also proposed that we organise a walk with a group from our connected churches
in Wheatley, Marston and Summertown. Further details later from Tony Barry before
1st September on tel: 872293.
Our Harvest Festival celebration will be held at Sandy Lane Farm, Tiddington on 7th
October at 10.30am. All are welcome to join us.
The dates for the afternoon teas on the first Sunday in the month are 5th August and
2nd September at the time of 2.30 to 4.30pm. Come and join us for a convivial
afternoon.
The coffee mornings on the first Thursdays of the month are on 2nd August and 6th
September from 10am to 12noon. All are welcome.
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August & September 2018
Fairy Tale Trails - 14th July until 2nd September
Orienteering family fun during the summer holidays from
14th July through to the 2nd September. Enjoy exploring
the ornamental gardens, using directions and clues, to find
the characters! Complete your adventure and collect your
prize! £3 per child (compass supplied), tickets available
from the Gift Barn and Garden Shop. Children must be
accompanied by an adult for whom the standard garden
entrance fee applies.

Family Theatre at Waterperry:
Treasure Island - 4th August, 5pm / The Three
Musketeers - 11th August, 5pm.
Inventive staging, original songs and magical storytelling
come and enjoy these classic tales of adventure!

Waterperry Opera Festival: 17th-19th August
A unique opera festival with innovative, immersive
productions and engaging participatory events.

Oxford Storytelling Festival: 24th-27th August
A boutique, intimate festival weaving magic with stories,
spoken word, poetry and song. A true feast for the senses.

Michaelmas Daisy Weekends: 15th/16th &
22nd/23rd September.
Visit our gardens to see our famous herbaceous border in
all its late summer glory as it bursts back into life with
Michaelmas Daisies (Asters). A huge range of Waterperry
grown varieties will be on sale in the plant centre and our
experts will be on hand to give advice about these
wonderful plants.
For more information on all our events please visit
www.waterperrygardens.co.uk
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WHEATLEY COMMUNITY CHURCH
Gordon Ewbank
WCC is delighted to welcome our first full time
member of staff, Dustin Fox, as our new Pastor/co-leader. Dustin started with us
at the beginning of June and he and his wife Ash
moved to the area from north London a few
weeks earlier. Dustin joins us with a wealth of
experience, both in church leadership and in
youth and children’s work.
We held an informal outdoor commissioning
service on the afternoon of July 1st and were
delighted that friends from the other churches in
Wheatley were able to join us and, in some
cases, help lead parts of the service. Says
Dustin "Since arriving at the beginning of June,
I've found that there is clearly a strong sense of
community in the village of Wheatley. I’m very
honoured and excited to take on this new role at Wheatley Community Church, a
church that wants to serve God by loving and serving that community. I am very
much looking forward to the days and weeks ahead."
To find out more, please contact us office@wheatleycommunitychurch.org
WHEATLEY HERITAGE TRAIL
David Harverson
There has been another meeting of the Wheatley Society/Wheatley Village
Archive Group putting together what is now called the Wheatley Heritage Trail. It
was a very productive meeting, a provisional route through the centre of the
village being agreed alongside those points of interest which have been identified
by group members that will be featured.
It was decided to that an additional route would be needed to cover those point of
interest outside the village centre such as the Windmill and The Howe etc and this
will be considered at a later date.
The next stage of the project will be to consider the potential use of plaques to
highlight points of interest, the production of a leaflet to provide route details and
accompanying historical information and of course an information board to be
mounted in a prominent position in the village
The next meeting of the Wheatley Heritage Trail group will be in September. New
members of the group are very welcome to come along as it is important to get
ideas from across the village. Please contact David Harverson 01865 873343 or
email david.harverson@outlook.com
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THE WHEATLEY SOCIETY
Mary Hall, Chair
Since the last newsletter we have had
almost unbroken sunshine. This has meant that the different events; the Safari
Supper, the guided tour of Wheatley and the Summer Tea party have all been
highly enjoyable – thanks to everyone who has contributed to their success.
The Society’s discussion group continues to meet monthly on the 2 nd Wednesday
of the month at 2.30pm. This month we had a lively discussion as to the likely
outcome of the current Brexit debate and the antics of Donald Trump. We discuss
a wide range of subjects not just political and meet at a different house each time.
If you would like to join our group why not come along to one of our meetings. To
find out where please contact David Harverson 01865 873343.
After a break in August we resume our programme in September with a trip to
Oxford University Press Museum on Tuesday 11th September at 10.30am. On
Thursday 27th September at the Merry Bells at 7.45pm for 8pm we will be delving
into Wheatley Family Histories. More details will be publicised nearer the time.
This year we have been able to welcome several new members into the Wheatley
Society many of whom have recently moved into the village. We are always open
to new members so please come. Enjoy the holidays.
MEMORIES OF THE PRAM RACE
Rebecca Madden
I saw the June/July newsletter where I appear on the front cover photo of the
Pram Race - just a minor correction, that photo is from 1988. I was aged 20, on
the right in the nurse's uniform and on the left is
Samantha James, the landlord's daughter of the King
and Queen. Our entry was the first hospital bed to
take part in the race we borrowed it from the
Park Children's Hospital
next to The Churchill. In
1987, Jacque Scott and
I were the first allfemale team.
All the proceeds that we
collected on the way
round went to the
children's hospital.
During the race each
participant was required to drink 7 glasses of bitter!!
Nowadays you would only get 3 glasses due to the
massive reduction in hostelries.
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MORLAND HOUSE SURGERY - Men ACWY Vaccine
Nollag McGrath, Practice Manager
Are you starting University in September? This environment, in which you are
mixing closely with lots of new people, puts you at an increased risk of developing
meningitis and septicaemia, which are caused by meningococcal bacteria. These
are rare but serious diseases, which spread rapidly and can be fatal if not treated
quickly. We therefore strongly recommend that everyone who is eligible has the
Men ACWY vaccine before starting university. It is highly effective in preventing
illness caused by the 4 meningococcal strains, including the rare but highly
virulent Men W.
All first-time university or college students are eligible for the vaccine up to their
25th birthday, including overseas and mature students, regardless of whether or
not they have already had the Men C vaccine. You may have already had Men
ACWY at school, in which case you do not need to do anything else. If you are
unsure, the practice will be able to let you know whether or not you have been
vaccinated for Men ACWY.
The nurse will also be able to advise on any patient who may not be eligible for
medical reasons, such as allergies or blood conditions.
To book your vaccination, or for more information, call Morland House Surgery on
01865 872448.
Further details on Men ACWY vaccination can be found at
www.nhs.uk/menACWY
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NEWS FROM THE MERRY BELLS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Tim Blightman
We are pleased to announce that we have now installed a ceiling-mounted
projector in the Main Hall of The Merry Bells together with a fixed screen. These
can be linked to a laptop to enable users to show presentations or link to the
internet using The Merry Bells wi-fi. Anybody wishing to use these facilities can
ask for details at the time of booking.
Talking of booking The Merry Bells, we have recently migrated to a newer version
of our online booking system through Hallmaster. The new system has some
additional features including the ability for users to look at their bookings. Users
now have to set up an account, which requires a password; some users have
experienced a little difficulty in doing this as it requires a link which we will happily
send to anyone who wants to book a room this way. It is of course still possible to
book in person by calling at Wheatley Estates during office hours.
On September 8th-10th we will be closing The Merry Bells car park and so we ask
that all vehicles are removed by 1pm on Sat 8th. It will re-open at 10am on
Monday 10th September.
If anybody would like more details about any of the above or even be keen to
become involved with the management of this fine building, don’t hesitate to get in
touch with any of the Committee, whose names are displayed on the notice board
or email us at merrybells@btconnect.com
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HOLTON & WHEATLEY CRICKET CLUB
Alun Regan
After a sluggish start to the season, we registered our first
victory in mid-May against Uffington. After scoring 250 for 3,
one of our highest totals in recent years, with Simon Switala 90 not out, Barton
McFarlane 55 not out and Razi Ali 55, our opponents struggled to get going from
the outset and ended up all out for 73. After an enjoyable tour to the Isle of Wight,
resulting in 2 defeats (mainly due to only having 8 players, with only 6 being fit),
the temporary blip in proceedings continued with failures in our batting resulting in
2 defeats against Haddenham and Appleton - 2 sides we often beat comfortably.
Normal service was resumed to coincide with the start of the period of wonderful
weather, though, with 3 straight victories. The first victory, against Far from The
Madding Crowd, was a nail-biter. After posting 207 for 3, with Guy Burford scoring
71 not out and Simon Switala 55 not out, the opposition went for the runs from the
outset but, despite a valiant effort, our total was a little too much and they ended
up 191 all out. The next game, against Islip, gave a chance for our bowlers to
shine, bowling out the opposition for 106, with John Kelly excelling with a
remarkable 4 for 9 off 7 overs. We easily reached our target with Chris Potter
scoring 50 not out. The following game was against Great Milton, which is the
most fiercely contested local derby of the season. In a close game, the opposition
scored 175 for 7, with John Kelly again the pick of the bowlers with 3 for 12 off 7
overs. After an initial collapse, our middle order eventually saw us reach the
target, with Dan Jacobs scoring an unbeaten 58.
We always welcome new members of any ability and age (our oldest player is
76!). Our membership is extremely broad and our aim is to be a friendly team
who, win or lose, enjoy Sunday cricket, with a big focus on the social side - we
have players who regularly travel from as far as Reading and Leamington just
because they love playing for us. We're always looking for new players, so if you
are interested in joining, please contact Hugh Kitchin on 873305.
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REVIEW OF "THE LAMB AND THE FOX"
Stephen Cox
Wheatley Productions and Black Fox performed a new work by community
playwright Mick Jones on 25th and 26th May at Wheatley Primary School. It
imagines how a small village somewhere nearby might cope with staging a new
music festival.
Following Mick's recent sombre but poignant tributes to Oxfordshire villagers lost
to the two great wars (The Rogue's, 2016, and Never such Innocence again,
2017), "The Lamb and the Fox" is by contrast a joyous farce, set in the present or perhaps the near future. A generous and unexpected legacy, following the
untimely death of a disillusioned rock star, would fund the festival. But should the
musical model be Garsington or Cropredy? Should the scale be low-key or
ambitious? The parish councillors bicker over it; neighbours and families are
divided; the wheeler-dealers scheme and manoeuvre behind the scenes, hoping
to profit. All the banality of village politics, the follies of youth and greed, and the
complications of family life are there, hopelessly entangled. This is brilliant
material for an amateur troupe, allowing players of all ages to develop their
various characters in equal measure. It is not a love story, but it is love - and
steadfastness in the face of accident and illness - that provide the clever
resolution.
It is not a musical, but the powerful music of Black Fox, mixing traditional songs
with compositions by Mick Jones and Jonathan Brooks, punctuate and underpin
the production. Farce it may be, but the closing scenes were particularly moving,
acted with tremendous conviction.
This was uplifting stuff. An outsider senses that such a production reflects an
equally strong and enviable community spirit within Wheatley itself - the result of
huge commitment by many, on and off stage. So, it is a shame that the audience
numbers seemed low - perhaps just co-opted friends and families. Without
legacies from rock stars, wider promotion and more effective publicity is needed
to make future productions viable.
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Recently started: new Yoga class Thurs evenings 6pm - 7.15pm
Pilates, Table Tennis, Art, Line Dancing, Computer Confidence, Creative
Writing, Garden Club and it`s a perfect venue for small parties
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WHEATLEY DAY BY DAY
Full details of local of local clubs, societies and organisations can be found in
the Wheatley Information Booklet. Copies available from the Parish Council
office or www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
WEEKLY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon, Tues to Fri. All
welcome.
Wheatley Nursery School Every weekday: Breakfast Club 8am9am, Nursery Sessions 9am-12 noon & 12 noon-3pm, After School
Club 3pm-6pm. Next to the Primary School in Littleworth Road
Contact 01865 452725 wheatleynurseryschool.org
Wheatley Pre-School. Behind the Primary School car park.
Littleworth Road. Sessions Mon - Fri 9am to 11.45 am and 1pm to
3.30pm. Call 01865 873687 to visit, to register, or for information.
Sharecare Community Club Age UK Oxfordshire 9.30am-2pm
Mondays & Wednesdays at Holton Village Hall. An opportunity for
older people to meet with others. Contact Jackie Capper,
Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or 07827 235425.
Not-So-Young Club, Mondays, URC Hall. 2-4pm.

SUNDAY

St Mary the Virgin: Every Sunday 8 am Holy Communion.
1st Sunday 10 am Parish Praise. 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays, 10am Sung
Eucharist with King’s Club for Children. 4th Sunday 10am service is
Food Bank Sunday. Please bring a donation for the Food Bank.
Kings Club for children runs every week apart from the 1 st Sunday of
the month alongside the 10am service.
URC: Services at 10am. Holy Communion on 1st & 3rd Sundays.
1st Sunday is Food Bank Sunday. Afternoon tea on 1st Sunday,
2.30-4.30pm.
Wheatley Community Church: Sunday 10.30am, Merry Bells.
Our Lady of Lourdes: Vigil Mass now on Saturday at 6pm.
Little Kickers Football Classes (18 mths-7 yrs), Park Sports
Centre. Call 07412 480 804 or ktownsend@littlekickers.co.uk
Wheatley Rugby Club Minis & Juniors Training (6-16yrs) 10am noon, Wheatley Playing Field. Contact:
Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com

MONDAY

Waste Collections: (except Bank Holidays). see p70 for details.
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm
Wheatley Babies and Toddlers. Every Monday at The Maple Tree,
Littleworth Road, 9.30–11.30am. Age 0-3 with adult.
Contact: info@mapletree.org.uk
Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group. Every Monday in the
Library, 10am - noon and Monday evenings, 7pm – 9pm (excluding
bank holidays).
Not-So-Young Club, URC Hall. 2-4pm.
Beaver Scouts, boys and girls aged 6-8, during term time, 5.30 6.30pm, at the Scout Hut, Holloway Rd (Tel: 01865 874997)
Brownies meet in the URC Hall 5.30 to 7pm in term time.
Wheatley Bridge Club, Holton Village Hall, 7pm.
Community Choir, URC Hall, 7.30 to 9 pm in term time.
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Badminton Club, Park Sports Centre 8-10pm. Contact Steve 07769
827335

TUESDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
Once Upon a Rhymetime, Maple Tree, Littleworth Rd, 10-11.30am,
contact: info@mapletree.org.uk
Get Online SOHA, St Marys Close, 3rd in mth, 10am to noon
Call 01235 515900 or email digital@soha.co.uk to book.
Twins Group, Maple Tree, 1st Tues of each month, 1 - 2.30pm
Wheatley Library open 2-7pm
St Mary’s Guild meets every 4th Tuesday in the URC Hall, 2.15pm.
New members always welcome.
Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors Training, 7pm, Wheatley Playing
Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
Wheatley Women’s Institute www.wheatleywi.com 3rd Tues in
month at the Merry Bells, 7.15pm (no meeting in Aug and the Dec
meeting is held on 2nd Tues of the month). New members and
visitors welcome at talks and outings. Contact Jan on 558167
Wheatley Singers in the URC Hall 7.15 – 9pm, all welcome.
Contact Celia Pagel 01865 872250
St Mary’s Church open for prayer and reflection 7.30 to 9pm

WEDNESDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
Well Baby Clinic, Maple Tree, Littleworth Rd, 9.30 - 11am, contact:
info@mapletree.org.uk
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm & 2-5pm
Parish Office Public Opening. 9.30-11.30am T.01865 875615
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm
St Mary the Virgin 12 noon, Holy Communion.
Late Spring 60+ Bereavement Support Group 1st & 3rd Wed of
month, URC Small Hall, 2-3.30pm
Cub Scouts. Boys and girls aged 8-10½, 6.45 - 8.15 pm, at the
Scout Hut, Holloway Road. Contact 01865 874284
Guides meet in the URC Hall, 7 to 8.30pm, in term time. 10 yrs+
Great Milton & District Local History Society. Meetings 4th Wed
of month, Great Milton School 7.30pm. Non-members welcome.
Details: 01844 279567
Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers & Joggers. 7.30-8.30pm, Park Sports
Centre, Contact Helen Coombes 01865 872551/07979 538557

THURSDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
Stay & Play, Maple Tree, Littleworth Rd, 9.15 - 11.30am, contact:
info@mapletree.org.uk
United Reformed Church Mindfulness Sitting Group every week
9am - 9.40am. Coffee morning first Thursday 10am - noon
Wheatley Walks. 10-11am. Meet at the car park behind 6th Form
Centre - call Anne on 872628 or Jean on 873430.
Age UK Information Drop-in, free info & advice. 2nd in month, in
the Merry Bells Coffee Room 10.30 - noon. Contact 07827 235460
Wheatley Library open 2-5pm
Wheatley Village Archive The Merry Bells 2-5 pm.
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Xstream. An after-school club for primary children, 3.15 to 4.30 pm
at the Primary School.
Story Time for Children under 6 (with parent), Library, 3.30pm
Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors & Juniors Training, 7pm,
Wheatley Playing Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
Explorer Scouts. Boys and girls aged 14-18, 7-9pm at the Scout
Hut, Holloway Road (07745 285938)

FRIDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm & 2-6pm
Horspath Hub Coffee Morning 10.30am to noon
Scouts. Boys and girls aged 10 ½ to 14, 7 to 9pm, at the Scout Hut,
Holloway Rd. Contact 07745 285938
St. Mary’s Belltower Practice. Experienced ringers and beginners
welcome. St Mary’s Church 7.30-9pm. 01865 872250

SATURDAY

Parish Office Public Opening 9.30-11.30am
OCC & SODC Cllrs' Surgery, 2nd in mth. Parish Office, 10.30am
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm
Wheatley Village Archive, 4th in mth. Merry Bells, 10am - 12noon.
Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. Vigil Mass 6pm. Parish Priest;
The Rev. Canon Mervyn Tower. The Presbytery, Wharton Road,
Headington OX3 8AJ. Tel: 01865 672433.
Scrabble Club 1st Sat in month, start 7.30pm. Details: T.872628

AUGUST DIARY
Thursday
Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday
Sunday
Thursday
Tuesday
Sunday

2
5
8
9
12
16
21
26

Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm
Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm
Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm
Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells, 10.30-12pm
Wheatley Windmill Open Day, 2-6pm
Royal British Legion, New Club, 12pm
Get Online, SOHA St Mary's Close, 10am
Thame & Wheatley Ramblers, Church Rd Car Park, 10am

SEPTEMBER DIARY
Sunday
Monday
Thursday

2
3
6

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

7
8
9

Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm
Parish Council, Merry Bells, 7.30pm
Wheatley Primary School term starts
Wheatley Park School - Yr13, 11, 7 in school
Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm
Wine Circle, Merry Bells, 8pm
Wheatley Park School - all students back to school
County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office,10.30am
Wheatley Windmill Open Day, 2-6pm
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Tuesday
Wednesday

11
12

Thursday

13

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

16
17
18

Wednesday
Thursday

19
20

Friday
Saturday
Tuesday
Thursday

21
22
25
27

Wind in the Willows Auditions, URC, 2pm
Wheatley Society visit to OUP Museum, 10.30am
Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm
Wind in the Willows Auditions, URC, 7.30pm
Wheatley Charities grant deadline, see p21
Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells, 10.30-12pm
Wind in the Willows Auditions, URC, 2pm
Open Spaces Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm
Get Online, SOHA St Mary's Close, 10am
WI, Merry Bells, 7.15pm
Landscape Paintings Exhibition, St Mary's Church, 1-5pm
Landscape Paintings Exhibition, St Mary's Church, 1-5pm
Wheatley Film Club, Fire Station, 7.30pm
Landscape Paintings Exhibition, St Mary's Church, 1-5pm
Landscape Paintings Exhibition, St Mary's, 10am-5pm
St Mary's Guild, URC Hall, 12.30pm
Wheatley Society, Merry Bells, 8pm

SODC WASTE COLLECTIONS AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
Collection day is Monday
Which bins?
(except * - Tuesday)
6th, 20th Aug & 3rd, 17th Sept
Grey, food waste, small electrical items
13th, 28th* Aug & 10th, 24th Sept
Green, brown, food waste, textiles
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KEY CONTACTS
Local Governance:
To report potholes, fly-tipping,
broken paving, vandalism, etc.
Oxfordshire CC

-

fixmystreet.com

01865 792422

oxfordshire.gov.uk

Report a Street Light Fault

0800 317802

OCC Family Information Service

08452 262636

oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/streetlighting-fault-reporting
fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk

OCC Highways

0845 310 1111

highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk

County Councillor Kirsten Johnson

07341 271344

kirsten.johnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk

South Oxfordshire DC

01235 422422

southoxon.gov.uk

Missed Bin Collection

03000 610610

admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk

Bulky Household Waste Collection

01235 422406

waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk

Housing

01235 422422

housing@southandvale.gov.uk

Planning Applications

01235 422600

planning@southoxon.gov.uk

District Councillor Toby Newman

01865 872239

toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk

Wheatley Parish Council

01865 875615

clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

AGE UK contact Janet Carr

01865 875126

janet.carr22@btinternet.com

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire

03444 111 444

caox.org.uk

The Maple Tree (Children's Centre)

01865 236700

hayley@mapletree.org.uk

The Merry Bells Village Hall

01865 872073

merrybells.org.uk

St Mary's Church

01865 872224

vicar.wheatley@gmail.com

United Reformed Church

01844 215513

secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk

Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to
hospital or GP surgery)
Wheatley Library

07505 543750

-

01865 875267

wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Wheatley Park Sports Centre

01865 872128

better.org.uk/venues/park

Wheatley Park School

01865 872441

wheatleypark.org

Wheatley Primary School

01865 872366

wheatley.oxon.sch.uk

Emergency - Police, Fire, Ambulance

999

-

Police non-emergency

101

thamesvalley.police.uk

GP Surgery, Morland House

01865 872448

morland-house.co.uk

Out of hours service

111

111.nhs.uk/

Gas Emergency

0800 111 999

nationalgrid.com/uk/safety/

National Power Cut Helpline

105

ssen.co.uk

Burst pipe or leak

0800 714 614

thameswater.co.uk

Floodline

0345 988 1188

gov.uk/check-flood-risk

Comet - for people without access to
suitable public transport
Arriva (280) Bus

01865 323201

oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet

0344 800 4411

arrivabus.co.uk

Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London)

01865 785400

brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk

Oxford Tube (Buses to London)

01865 772250

oxfordtube.com

Park & Ride

-

www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/publicsite/park-and-ride

National Rail Enquiries

03457 484950

Local information:

Services:

Transport:
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nationalrail.co.uk

PICK UP YOUR FREE SPEED AWARENESS
BIN STICKERS FROM THE PARISH OFFICE!
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