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CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN
Geoff Stephens
VEHICLE-ACTIVATED SIGNS
After many set-backs (mostly caused by the County Council) we are now a step closer
to installing vehicle-activated speed signs at key points in the village having received
plans of gas, water drainage and electricity services in the verges. We have decided
to hold back on the sign going down London Road from the surgery until the TaylorWimpey development north of London Road is complete. It has been an enormously
frustrating process, but we believe we are near (pun alert!) the end of the road.
SODC Local Plan 2032
Wheatley Parish Council will be having a special meeting at 7.30pm on Monday 8th
August at the Merry Bells to formulate a response to SODC’s ‘preferred options’ for
the Local Plan 2032. You can find out more about the plan in Toby Newman’s column.
This is an important process into which our own Neighbourhood Plan will feed.
SIGN-CLEANING VOLUNTEERS
Thanks go to all those that volunteered for our sign cleaning effort. By the time you
read this all the volunteers will have been contacted and we will have had our first
sign-cleaning outing.
QUEENS 90th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
Although I was away on the BIG DAY I hear the Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations
were a huge success. Big thanks go to Tim Davies and all the volunteers, helpers and
businesses (especially for their forbearance the day before) that contributed to the
event. It was a true example of the vibrant community spirit in our village!
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CLERK'S COLUMN
Gareth Morris
Around the village there are currently many overgrown hedges and trees
overhanging footpaths from residents' gardens. Who is responsible for cutting
back overgrown hedges or trees on a public highway? The answer is: it is the
responsibility of the owner of the land they are situated on. The owner has a
legal obligation under the Highway Act 1980, s154, to keep hedges and trees
from encroaching on the highway. This includes any footpaths used by the public.
If, after polite requests, the work has not been done then the County Council may
serve a hedge cutting notice which states that the trees or hedges need to be cut
back within 28 days. If the landowner fails to do this, the notice may be
enforceable in court. If an inspector believes the overhang is causing a serious
problem, they may have the works carried out and then bill the landowner.
Formal notice would be given of this next stage of action but it is hoped that the
timely cooperation of residents will make this unnecessary.
Dog Poo Street of the Month: Congratulations to Orchard Close.
As the Chairman has already mentioned there is an Extra Ordinary Parish Council
meeting on 8th August at 7.30pm in the Merry Bells to respond to the SODC
Local Plan 2032 Preferred Options Consultation.
Dates for your Diary - all meetings start at 7.30pm
Monday 8th Aug

Extra Ordinary Parish
Council Meeting

Merry Bells Hall

Wednesday 10th Aug

Planning Committee

Parish Office

Monday 5th Sept

Parish Council

Merry Bells Hall

Wednesday 14th Sept

Planning Committee

Parish Office

Monday 19th Sept

F&GP Committee

Parish Office
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SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL
Toby Newman, District Councillor
This month I should like to bring to your attention an important consultation that I hope
you’ll participate in.
SODC Local Plan 2032 - Preferred Options Consultation
SODC is carrying out more consultation on its new Local Plan. The consultation,
which proposes housing numbers and distribution amongst the towns and villages, is
now open, running until 19 August 2016.
This is one of the most important consultations we have ever run and we need
engagement from everyone: residents, businesses, parish councillors and our
neighbourhood plan group. We know that we have to deliver more homes and if we
plan well, we can meet the targets without having developments forced on us at
planning appeals by Government Inspectors.
The document is the starting point and we need to hear what everyone thinks so that
we can get the final plan right. We have made a conscious decision to put
neighbourhood planning at the forefront in helping us create a plan that is realistic and
deliverable and meets the needs of our communities. It is crucial that people take this
opportunity to tell us whether we're moving in the right direction.
Please let us have your thoughts and ideas and encourage your friends and
neighbours to do so as well.
The consultation can be found on the SODC website http://www.southoxon.gov.uk by
following the Quick Link on the home page 'Have your say - council consultations' and
then the 'live consultations' link. You will also be able to respond at Presentation
Events, libraries and Parish and Town Council Offices.
With developments in technology, many of you prefer to use email to contact me and
most of the time this results in a quicker solution to your problem. If you do want to
speak with me any matter, in the first instance please email me at
toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk
I also hold a surgery on the second Saturday of the month at 10:30am in the Parish
Office at The Merry Bells or you can call me on 01865 872239.

6

7

THE WHEATLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ACCELERATES
John Fox, Chairman WNP Committee(wnpchairman@gmail.com)
In May-June we held a simple Straw Poll on village living. 450 returns (27% of
Wheatley homes) from 700+ polled gave us significant feedback. At the end of May
SODC asked us to accelerate our work. (WNP is a jigsaw piece in their draft Local
Plan.) They offered extra help and have confirmed that Inspectors will take our Plan
seriously at draft stage. On 13 July SODC consulted the Neighbourhood at The Merry
Bells, with a turnout of just 101. (The WNP consultation on 7 May brought in 107!)
The next (required) feedback will be from a Housing Needs Survey delivered to each
home.
Please remember our brief: the national housing crisis means new housing is required
in many villages. WNP cannot oppose it, but we can hear the community response to
it, advise SODC on how much and where (in Wheatley) and on how to improve the
infrastructure to meet it. Recently, SODC accepted that Wheatley is so confined by
Green Belt that it cannot sustain major development, although it might offer infill space
and re-use of brownfield sites. The Oxford-Brookes University site (also part of WNP
brief) has now come centre stage. SODC propose a ‘mixed development’ there, part
of which will be 300+ houses. We are listening to the community until December. We
have scrutinised all possible sites in Wheatley. We try to work closely with Holton (two
residents, including a Holton councillor, are on the Committee). The Brookes site, due
to be sold in five years, could be developed earlier, once a sale is agreed.
One WNP focus is the infrastructure of Wheatley, a village built before pavements
were invented. Because centuries of roads on the Oxford-London route converge
here, it is now particularly vulnerable to modern traffic. Discussion about new housing
brings with it officially discussion about ‘Traffic and Movement’. To take this discussion
as far as we can, we need your input. Talk to us about anything in the new housing
brief. Invite us to your groups and organisations: mothers and toddlers, disabled and
seniors, shop owners and customers … and don’t forget those absent pavements,
cycleways and the HGVs!
New housing can enrich an area, its shops, community and facilities. Evidence we
gather can go towards improving the infrastructure. We have started to visit and listen
– at doors, in groups, to individuals and schools, and on paper. See our website,
www.wheatleyneighbourhoodplan.co.uk email us or drop us a note via the Parish
Office. More soon.

GRANTS FOR APPRENTICES, STUDENTS, TRAINEES
Janet Redfern
The Trustees of Wheatley Charities offer education grants to residents of the Parish of
Wheatley, which includes Littleworth and are prepared to consider making grants in
support of any of the costs of study or training. Applicants must be under the age of
25, and will normally be awarded up to three annual grants but additional grants may
be made at the discretion of the Trustees. Application forms are available from the
Secretary, Janet Redfern (tel. 873389, email janet.redfern@ntlworld.com), to whom
they should be returned no later than 13th September 2016.

8

9

OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
Anne Purse, County Councillor Wheatley Division
It is good to see a bit of action on many local roads that have been in need of repair
for some time. I was especially pleased to see the work done to the cycle path
alongside the A40 between Wheatley and Sandhills, which has been encroached by
soil and overhanging weeds. This year there has been a good cutting back at the
sides pushing back the encroaching soil, which has properly cleared the path, rather
than just the more usual cutback of the vegetation. That cycle track is one of my
constant requests for work to be done. We hear a lot about new money coming in to
Oxfordshire for new roundabouts and new bits of road and even new cycle tracks. The
problem is that much of that money is bid for and can only be used for a particular
scheme, or else it is solely for new development. This does nothing to ease the
enormous strain on the small amounts of money the Council has year by year to
maintain and clear what we already have. I am just pleased that we seem to be
getting a better deal in this area this summer.
London Road is down for long awaited repairs, but nothing can be done until the gas
mains work has been completed. Before that there will be road closures to deal with in
various parts of the village.
Wheatley is such a very special village, and we all know this, but sometimes
something happens to really bring it home. On the evening of the Queen’s 90 th
Birthday celebrations I went into the centre of the village for the evening dancing and
entertainment. There was a wonderful welcoming atmosphere of warmth and
friendliness such that both the friends I had with me commented repeatedly about it.
That is such a precious thing. Thanks to all who organised such a brilliant day, and
well done Wheatley.
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NOT THE FUN RUN 2016 REPORT
Jack Turner
The forecast was good but it remained overcast and cool, ideal for the runners
who assembled outside the sadly closed Sun pub. 7 walkers went off at 10.30ish.
Lucy Thomas (43), Anais Thomas (11), Suzanne Butters (41) and Abbie Currill
(12) completed the course in 1hr 6m. Andy O'Niell (56), Fiona O'Niell (53) and
Vivien Trafford (59) completed in 1hr 14m.
Jack Turner (71) cycled the route in 28m. 24 Runners accepted the stiff challenge
this year. The results are as follows:
1st Tom Guy, aged 27, in an excellent 25m 42s compared with his winning time
last year of 26.36!
2nd Rob Hallin, aged, 36 (my son-in-law) in also a much improved time of 26.32
and the best over 30!
3rd Charlie Caldicott, aged 15, in 26.34 - last year 28.26, so well done!
4th Daniel Morrish, aged 14, in 29.38 (31.15 in 2015), congratulations!
5th Michael Bunch, aged 30, (my son-in-law) in 29.56 A great effort for his first
attempt! Also:
Name

Time

Age

Name

Time

Age

32.28
32.52

16
48

13th
14th

Scarlet Thomas
Scott Whittingham
Keziah Whittingham
Mark Jones

38.48
39.05

13
47

33.41

57

17th

11

35.02

49

18th

42.14

10th

Colin Campion

35.30

62

20th

11th

Christopher
Hesby
Tamsin Ingle

36.53

40

22nd

37.31

40

24th

Oliver Morrish
(Youngest runner)
Paul Phillips
Jacey Blake
David Barnes
Katie Barnes
Brian Wickens
Liz Wickens
Celia Pagel

42.08

9th

Harry Brown
Sarah BendorSamuel (1st
woman home
again and a
minute faster!)
Howard Brown back on form!
Graeme Freeman

52
13
50
15
48
48
56

6th
7th

8th

12th

43.22
47.14
48.10

My thanks go to Gavin Belcher as the returning timelord, Andy Caldicott, the
results meister and Toby Newman with the flash! It is so heart-warming to see
young and old, boys and girls, having a go at a serious challenge of guts and
determination; whilst hopefully admiring our lovely surroundings.
If you don't know the route, I chose it as a test but also a tour of our parish. We
start outside The Sun 10.30am for walkers, 11am for runners on the Spring Bank
Holiday. Follow Church Rd to The Lockup then down to the High St to Crown Sq.,
up to Beech Rd, Ladder Hill, Windmill Lane on towards Horspath, right up Sandy
Lane, right to The Twin Lodges, down the Lime Tree Avenue, across West Field
to Westfield Rd and back to The Sun. Why not try it, get fit and join in the 'fun'
next year!
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WHEATLEY SINGERS: Come and join us!
Celia Pagel
After some successful incarnations, Wheatley’s own local choir, the “Wheatley
Singers” was re-born last September - with our new Musical Director, Kate Billimore and has already given two delightful concerts in St Mary’s Church, here in Wheatley.
A stirring performance of Handel’s wonderful “Messiah” last November opened our
new season - that glorious oratorio, a repertoire classic, well-known and well-loved by
the singers and orchestra, and thoroughly appreciated by a lovely large audience.
And we delighted another full church with our performance of Purcell’s “Come Ye
Sons of Art” and Vivaldi’s “Gloria” in April this year. Much of this concert saw the
singers perform without reference to their scores - a terrific, effective and unusual
achievement which resulted in a particularly exhilarating concert. (We won’t always be
able to perform concerts from memory - nor want to - but it was exciting to give it a
go…and pull it off!)
Now we’re all looking forward to getting together again and starting work on a new
season of music this autumn. Our autumn concert, “Light amidst the Darkness”, will
take place at St Mary the Virgin, Wheatley, on November 12th. Rehearsals are held at
7.15pm on Tuesdays in Wheatley’s URC, starting at 6.45pm on Tuesday September
13th with a celebration launch party.
Do come and join us. Why not contact Celia, our secretary (01865 872250
bagels2011@gmail.com) or Kate (01844 339236 topcopykate@btinternet.com), or
any choir member for more information or encouragement.
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WHEATLEY SOCIETY 2016
Mary Hall
The past few weeks have been very socially active throughout the village and
within the Wheatley Society.
The highlight was no doubt the celebration of the Queen’s birthday on June 12 th
when all ages, groups and interests came together for an afternoon and evening
full of entertainment. The Wheatley Society provided the tea tent, which was used
by many. Over 35 families took part in the High Street Quiz – many more than we
expected.
The Wheatley Society kept the social theme going with its biannual Safari Supper,
which involved 52 people criss-crossing the village for different courses on July
2nd. It was an opportunity for members to meet other members they had never
had the opportunity to sit down and have a conversation with.
Other events have included a well-attended discussion on ‘Oxfam, UN – What’s
the point’ on June 17th. This involved interesting views from those who have
worked in the field and lively debate from the audience. On June 8 th a last minute
retiming of a trip to the Oxford underground vaults had to be arranged. Apologies
to anyone who couldn’t make the new date but this was due to circumstances
outside our control. For those who did go it was a chance to go back in time and
see another side of Oxford’s less well known history. On the topic of history, this
year’s winners of the Wheatley Society Local History Award were Lola Johnson at
KS1 and Imogen Flight at KS2 from Wheatley Primary School (Academy). The
topic was the Wheatley Windmill, and theirs were judged the best from a range of
innovative entries, including games, stories, models and a video presentation.
Many thanks to all - the list is long - who were involved in the preparation and
successful running of the different events.
Forthcoming events include a walk along the Cherwell from Kidlington Church on
August 10th at 2pm, a talk and demonstration of the defibrillator on September
14th at 7.30pm and a second trip to the Ardley Incinerator on August 12 th at 10am.
Further details on these events are in the forthcoming Wheatley Society
newsletter but non-members are always welcome and can find out more by
emailing me: maryelizabethhall@hotmail.com

WHEATLEY PRODUCTIONS 2017 PANTOMIME
Gareth Morris
The January 2017 pantomime will be Jack and the Beanstalk. Auditions for
adults and older teenagers will be held on Thursday 8th September at 7.30pm in
the URC. Auditions for 8 year olds to 13/14 year olds will be held in late
September/early October. For further details please contact Gareth Morris:
garethmorris76@hotmail.co.uk
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WHEATLEY WI
Joyce Coveley
June was a busy month for the WI, the Royal Birthday Coffee Morning was held on 4th
and was quite successful, though attendance was down on previous years, possibly
because of the weather, the scaffolding around the Merry Bells & the planned village
celebration the following weekend. Thanks are due to all who supported the event by
donating items for sale or as prizes & then coming along on the day. Especial thanks
for donations are due to King's Arms, Cinnamons Indian Restaurant & Jason at Crick's
butchers (gift vouchers), as well as Dallimores Garden Centre (a lovely plant) all
welcome additions for the raffle.
On the 6th about 20 members went to a group meeting in Horspath Village Hall and
joined 80 plus members of other local Institutes for a relaxed and interesting
evening. On the 14th we were off for a morning at Moreton in Marsh Market, followed
by an afternoon visit to nearby Batsford Arboretum. Unfortunately, the weather was not
kind to us, and while we managed to negotiate the market in between showers, the
afternoon was not ideal for exploring the arboretum. However, it was a good day out &
thanks are due to Ann & Yvette who did all the organising.
Then on the 21st we held the garden meeting at Waterperry. It was a lovely evening
and all enjoyed the strawberry cream tea. The annual cake competition for the Val
Targett Cup (this year Coffee & Walnut Cake) was judged by Janet Clifton and won by
Pam Hills, with Camilla Mannifield 2nd & Lucy Surman & Julia Slade joint third.
By contrast July has been a quiet month, with members meeting on the 19th to hear an
interesting & informative talk on the "Lost Villages of Oxfordshire". There is no meeting
in August, so we meet again on the 20th Sept for "Pandemonium".
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THE HISTORY FILE: Parishes, Fly-tippers and Potholes
John Fox
"Why doesn’t Vicar Nigel run the Parish Council?" someone asked. A ‘parish’
simply means ‘a cluster of houses’. The church turned it into ‘a worshipping
cluster’. Wheatley, 800 years part of Cuddesdon Parish, had no weddings or
funerals at its Bell Lane chapel-of-ease until the 1700s. Funerals and weddings
had to climb ‘Church Waye’ [Ladder Hill] to Cuddesdon in all weather. The
Wheatley curate also chaired Wheatley Chapel Vestry, local figures of substance
who ran everyday life in the ‘cluster’. Vestry elected a Chapelwarden to run
chapel and finance. (With no burials, no Sexton was needed). A Haywarden
impounded stray cattle, and inspected fences. A Tithing [Tenth-ing] Man collected
10% church tax in cash or in kind as crops. Abingdon Abbey, Wheatley’s
medieval landowner, had its Tithe Barn near Mulberry Court. Vestry appointed a
Constable and those he arrested went before Bullingdon Hundred Court or the
JPs in Quarter Sessions. He ordered the ‘Gate’ [road] surface on Ladder Hill
repaired when house drains created pot-holes. He made residents clear Wheatley
Street Brook, clean at the west end, sludge in the east. In 1610 he ‘fingered’
Thomas Day for fly tipping there. Even in civil wartime, 1642-6, the Chapel
Overseer for the Poor handed out shoes and bread, repaired cottages, cared for
refugees and paid inns for ‘hospital-ity’ to the sick and wounded. Theft, and
violence were realities, but so was Milton Common gallows. In 1894, Civil Parish
Councils (PCs) took over everyday ‘cluster’ life, and new Parochial Church
Councils (PCCs) looked after the ‘worship cluster’.
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WHEATLEY VILLAGE ARCHIVES
Stephanie Cox
Wheatley Village Archives are looking for a volunteer to digitise about 15 audio
cassettes onto CDs and 6 video tapes to be digitised onto DVDs. Are YOU willing
and able to help preserve the history of this village? If so, please contact
Stephanie Cox on 873216 or stephjcox@btopenworld.com
Thank you.
TROUBLE UP T’MILL
Geoff Stephens, Chairman, Wheatley Windmill Preservation Society.
Keen-eyed observers will have noticed that there has been something missing at
the windmill over the last few weeks. I am sad to report that during a recent
milling day, one of the main beams securing the sails broke in two due to rotten
timber and the attached sail was destroyed as it fell to earth. Thankfully no-one
was injured, but the event presents the Preservation Society with the huge
challenge of how to raise funds for the repairs, estimated to be above £10,000.
We have already had an emergency meeting to discuss possible ways forward
and we have several ideas which we can put into action. Please watch out for
further developments.
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WHEATLEY RUGBY CLUB
Gavin Belcher
Wheatley Rugby Club is looking to start the coming 2016/17 season with a bang and
we need the Wheatley and Holton communities to help the club to succeed.
Our minis and junior squads begin training on the 11th September and we are inviting
every 6 – 16-year-old to come and join us for a taster training session starting at 10am
and finishing at 12. With qualified coaches, fantastic facilities and a real emphasis on
fun, there is no better club to join. We are located opposite Wheatley Park School
entrance.
Rugby is a fantastic way for kids of any shape or size to play this great game whilst
learning its core values - Teamwork, Respect, Enjoyment, Discipline
and Sportsmanship.
Our seniors have also been training every Tuesday at 7pm in preparation for a
positive season and are always looking for new or returning players. Age is not an
excuse, especially when our eldest player is in his 60’s. The seniors play at
Wheatley most Saturdays so come up and see what the club is all about and
lend your support.
Fixtures can be found on our website: www.pitchero.com/clubs/wheatleyrufc/
On the 3rd September our senior squads will be playing the annual Jason Laman and
Dale Gostick memorial matches. Make sure to look out for the posters in the village or
on our twitter and Facebook page for more information. For more information, please
contact Peter Ramsdale, email: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
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FRIENDS OF WHEATLEY LIBRARY
The library is running really well and is in constant use. We still need volunteers,
please contact volunteer@wheatleylibrary.org
The craft group is very popular and runs on Mondays from 10am-12pm and on the
second Monday in the month from 7-9pm during term time. This is run by a volunteer
Anne Rawlings.
The coffee mornings take place on the first Wednesday in the month from 10am12pm. Come and have a coffee while browsing at books. The next ones are on
August 3rd and September 7th.
If you want to find out about your own family history, please contact Linda Price
through the library. All the above events are free and run by volunteers. Thank you to
all our volunteers who are helping to keep our library open. There is information on
our website at www.wheatleylibrary.org. Please like our Friends of Wheatley Library
Facebook page.
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HOLTON & WHEATLEY CRICKET CLUB
Alun Regan
Our season is turning out to be somewhat more successful than previous seasons
with 4 wins, 1 tie and 6 defeats to date. After an enjoyable tour of the Isle of Wight in
May, where we were, unfortunately, defeated in both our games by two very strong
oppositions, June proved to be a bit of a washout with only one game played.
Our 3 games to date in July, though, turned out to be some of the most exciting in
some years. In the first game against Islip, Guy Burford hit 51 to help us reach 187.
Islip kept pace until the very end of their innings and, with just a few overs to go, the
game was still in the balance with 3 results still possible. A short spell of excellent
end-game bowling by John Kelly, taking 4 for 12 off only 3 overs, secured the victory.
Cricket at its most exciting! In another close encounter the following week, against
Wytham, the game seemed won, with Wytham needing over 40 runs to win with only 1
wicket remaining. However, Wytham's 11th man went on to score a remarkable 34 not
out to guide the opposition to victory with only a few balls remaining. For the third
consecutive week, against President's XI, another remarkable game unfolded. After
an early collapse, Simon Switala's fabulous century helped the Holton & Wheatley XI
reach 188. After a lightning start by the President's XI, amassing 73 off the first 10
overs, the wickets soon started to fall, with Anwar Pervaiz taking 4 for 27. A flurry of
runs in the lower order pulled the President's XI back into the game but, with only 10
runs required to win, with 10 overs remaining, the last wicket was claimed.
We always welcome new members of any ability and age. Our membership is
extremely broad and our aim is to be a friendly team who, win or lose, enjoy Sunday
cricket, with a big focus on the social side as well as the sporting side. If you are
interested in joining, please contact Hugh Kitchin on 873305.
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WHEATLEY VPA
John Allmond
On Monday 20th June, 40 members left Wheatley on a very wet morning for a 5day tour of Cheshire gardens, stopping en-route at Shugborough Estate, the
home of the late Earl of Lichfield.
During our stay we visited Tatton Park with its Italian and Japanese gardens and
the lovely garden at Dunham Massey on Tuesday. A highlight of the day was to
see the deer wandering around the house.
On Wednesday, a free morning in Chester was followed in the afternoon with a
visit to Ness Botanic Gardens with many unusual plants and lots of paths to
wander down and explore.
Cholmondeley Castle Gardens was visited on Thursday. A peaceful garden with
its Temple garden and lake, rose garden etc. with the backdrop of the castle
adding to the enjoyment. Later the final visit of the day was to Chirk Castle, a
magnificent Medieval fortress on the Welsh Marches.
Finally, on our homeward journey on Friday we stopped at Biddulph Grange
Gardens with plants from China, Italy, Egypt and the Americas’ and an amazing
stumpery. A most enjoyable holiday.
A reminder to all VPA members that the 76th Annual Show will be held in the
Merry Bells on Saturday 3rd September at 2pm. Please enter as many classes as
possible. If you are not yet a member, come along and admire the exhibits and
enjoy a cup of tea or coffee, cake and a chat. Free admission to all!
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WHEATLEY LIBRARY
Hello everyone. Our children’s Big Friendly Read launched on 16th July and there
is still time to sign up and earn your medal and certificate. Don’t delay!
Rhymetimes and Storytimes continue at various times, call in to see when the
next event is scheduled. You could add your email to our contact list if you would
be interested in receiving prompts about upcoming children’s events. Simple text
only, no fancy images to clutter up your inbox.
We are running Friday afternoon craft activities for children between 4 and 11.
Come after school to see what’s happening and join in on the fun.
Our adult Midsummer’s Night Read also continues; fill in a postcard at the library
with a review or recommendation for a book to go into a draw to win some great
prizes. The more postcards you complete, the higher your chance of getting one
of the prizes. Come into the library to find out what they are.
From 7th September we have a computer buddy session every 2 weeks to help
with computer, smartphone and tablet enquiries. There is free Wi-Fi in the library
so our volunteer will be able to help with most queries. The next 4 dates are: 7/9,
14/9, 21/9, 28/9 and fortnightly thereafter.
On 22nd September between 2.30pm and 3.30pm we will be running a digital
library services session. Learn about free downloadable e-books and audiobooks
and magazines. We will also look at the smartphone library app which makes
reserving and renewing even easier.
Friends of Wheatley Library continue to have free coffee mornings on the first
Wednesday of the month with chat about books and other topics. Keep an eye
out for a talk and slide-show that will be organised by the Friends group for
October. Keep reading and see you soon! Staff, friends and volunteers of
Wheatley Library 01865 875267.
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THE MERRY BELLS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Tim Blightman
We were very pleased we were finally able to remove the scaffolding from around
The Merry Bells in time for the celebrations for the Queen’s 90 th Birthday (and our
congratulations to the organisers of that event for making such a splendid day). The
work on the building is almost complete and we hope you agree the outside looks
a lot better after the work.
Much of the work done was on the rooves, which are less visible, and it was
discovered the front roof was in worse condition than we had thought necessitating
a complete stripping and relaying. We took the opportunity of a new roof to invest
in PV Solar Panels. These were installed and we are now producing electricity daily
– already we currently produce and use for ourselves over a third of our
consumption and we also export half of our production to the grid. We are
monitoring our usage carefully and will assess whether it is worth a further
investment in a storage battery which would enable us to store the electricity we
don’t use during the day, but use it in the evening rather than export it. This would
reduce our electricity bills still further. We plan to put a link on our website
http://merrybells.org.uk from which you will be able to see how much electricity
we produce.
On another matter, we acknowledge our grateful thanks to Pat Turner, who after
over 20 years looking after The Merry Bells, has decided to retire.
If you have any queries about anything to do with The Merry Bells please contact
any of the Management Committee, whose names are displayed on the
noticeboard.

34

37

SUSTAINABLE WHEATLEY
Tim Blightman
You may feel summer has only just started but we are already thinking about
autumn and are planning to repeat last year's successful harvesting of fruit that
might otherwise have gone to waste when we harvested 350 kg of apples, pears
and quinces and redistributed some around the village and turned the rest into
apple juice.
This year we have our own apple press and are planning an Apple Day at the
Merry Bells, probably for late October or November where you can come and turn
your own apples (including windfalls) into apple juice that can be kept for up to 12
months.
In the meantime, please let us know if:
* you have a fruit tree that you might be unable to pick, or you know of one
* you would be interested in helping to harvest fruit; we would expect to have a
number of sessions over several weeks from September to November, at
weekends or weekdays, for up to 3-4 hours. Come for as long as you wish. The
more that can be harvested the less good fruit goes to waste.
* you can let us have any screwtop wine bottles so we can fill them with apple
juice. We are even prepared to accept empty ones.
* you have any boxes or buckets that we could borrow for the short-term storage
of fruit.
* you have suggestions where the fruit could be distributed. Last year local
schools, nurseries and children’s centres, a local residential home, and local
groups benefited, and 2 businesses in the High Street had boxes of fruit outside
for anyone to take, all of which went. Cornfield Bakery also made some
fabulous Wheatley apple pies.
Contact: email: admin@wheatleycag.org tweet: @SusWheatley or phone 873957
www.sustainablewheatley.org
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GET YOUR VOLUNTARY ACTIVITY ON THE MAP
Toby Staveley
A new initiative, Locl Oxfordshire, is mapping online Oxfordshire’s small voluntary
groups – what they’re doing, where and how much of it. The goal of the project is
to demonstrate the value of local voluntary groups operating in Oxfordshire and to
provide a platform for joined up working.
Over 150 voluntary organisations have signed up to date and their collective
impact is impressive. 90,000 beneficiaries have been helped through the efforts of
more than 6000 volunteers. Half a million hours of support are being provided
every year. Very much a case of ‘great things are done by a series of small things
being brought together’.
Locl Oxfordshire also helps voluntary sector groups to connect and exchange
information. Groups are using the site to organise shared training days and to ask
each other about issues as diverse as finding trustees and renting office space.
If you are involved in a local voluntary organisation do consider adding your
group’s details. The more participants the more powerful this resource will be. To
find out more or to sign up, visit www.locl.org/oxfordshire For more information
contact toby@locl.org or 07733 058588
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GO ACTIVE GOLD
Conor Grogan
'Learn to Bowl' for the over 60’s will be taking place in Oxford &
District Indoor Bowls from 10 August 2016. Bowls is a social activity
that can have an impact on improving hand-eye coordination, relieving
stress, weight loss and have an impact on muscle toning and
increased strength. Starts: 10 August 2016 – 24 August 2016, Day:
Wednesday (3 weeks), Time: 10:00am – 11:00am, Price: £2, Where: Sandy Lane,
Oxford, OX4 6NA.
Walking Netball at the Wheatley Park Sports Centre, Wednesdays 11am - noon until
24th August, £3 per session. This is a slowed down version of the game, designed for
anyone looking to exercise in a relaxed, supportive and friendly environment. The
hard part is trying not to run!
Yoga for the over 60’s - will be taking place in Holton Village Hall. The class is
suitable for all ability levels with the benefits including improving flexibility, muscle
strength, posture, bone health and drains your lymphs whilst boosting immunity.
Starts: Tuesday 20 September 2016, Time: 10:30am – 11:30am, Price: £5, Where:
Holton Village Hall.
Go Active Gold is a project funded by Sport England to support people in rural villages
to increase physical activity levels, with a focus on social and mental well-being too.
For more information or to book on to a session, please get in touch: 07717
326660 or email Conor.Grogan@southandvale.gov.uk
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CARERS OXFORDSHIRE LAUNCHES NEW INITIATIVE TO HELP CARERS
Carers across Oxfordshire will be among the first in the UK to benefit from a new
online support network called Rally Round that makes it easy for family, friends
and neighbours to come together and organise help for someone they care about.
Action for Carers Oxfordshire has broken new ground by joining forces with Rally
Round in a partnership that embraces community spirit to help them, and the
loved ones they look after, to live a better life.
Whether it is doing the shopping, tidying the garden, changing a lightbulb, getting
to and from medical appointments, or simply meeting up for a coffee and a chat,
Rally Round is designed to tackle loneliness and social isolation.
It also aims to improve the health, wellbeing and safety in the home of the
growing number of people in Oxfordshire requiring care. Using the service is free
and it is easy to sign up. Any task that needs doing is simply added to a secure
“to do list” by anyone who is a member of a person's network.
Trusted family members and friends can take a look at any time and volunteer to
help. Text and email notifications keep everyone in the loop – those who want to
help feel included and nobody feels too pressured or stressed as the everyday
tasks are shared out.
Caring can be both stressful and relentless. We think that Rally Round has an
important role to play in reducing stress by helping to build support around those
who need a bit of extra help whilst sharing out the caring amongst family, friends
and neighbours.
By adopting Rally Round and extending it into the heart of our caring community,
we can all work together to help people live independently in their own homes and
keep them out of hospital wherever possible.”
To create a support network for yourself, or someone you know who needs help,
simply visit https://www.rallyroundme.com/carersoxfordshire and sign up, or if
you need help to sign up call us on 01235 849470.
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THE MAPLE TREE CHILDREN'S CENTRE
Kay Rigg
Holiday Activities Programme until Fri 2nd Sept 2016
Mondays

Bumps to Babies 1.30 - 3.30pm

Tuesdays

2nd: Family Learning Crafts 10.15am - 12.15pm
16th: Picnic at Rectory Farm 11am - 1pm

Wednesdays

3rd: Wheatley Stay & Play 10am - 12 noon
10th; Rhymetime at Wheatley Library 10.30 - 11.30am
17th: Family Learning Cooking 10.15am - 12.15pm
31st: Rhymetime at Wheatley Library 10.30 - 11.30am

Thursdays

4th: Forest Hill Fun Afternoon, Rec. Ground, 1.30 - 3.30pm
18th: CC Mobile, Forest Hill Rec. Ground, 10.30 - 11.30am
1st Sept: CC Mobile, Forest Hill Rec. Ground, 10.30 - 11.30am

Fridays

29th: Stay & Play at Church Rd Rec. Ground 10am - 12 noon
2nd Sept: Wheatley Stay & Play 10am - 12 noon

Please contact the centre for a copy of the current timetable. We often add extra

sessions and events throughout the programme, so do keep in touch so you’re
always up to date. The best way to do this is to like us on Facebook: mapletree
cc. The Mapletree Children’s Centre, Littleworth Road, Wheatley OX33 1PH.
Tel: 01865 873916.
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NEWS FROM WHEATLEY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Zena Knight
The induction service for Revd Pauline Main at the end of May was truly
inspirational with all aspects, the singing, prayers, and sermon, relevant, thoughtful
and joyous. We look forward to Pauline’s time with us, which will continue until at
least December 2017.
Harvest Festival will take place at 10.00am on 25 September with the theme “Fruits
of the Spirit”. That will be the chance to be thankful for all the good gifts of the
produce of the summer.
Throughout the summer and autumn we continue our Sunday afternoon teas in the
hall from 2.30-4.30pm on the first Sunday in the month - 7 August and 4 September.
Delicious cakes will be on offer as usual as well as tea or coffee and good company.
Coffee mornings from 10.00am-12.00noon in the hall on the first Thursday of the
month will be on 4 August and 1 September. All are welcome.
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COME AND SING IN THE GARSINGTON COMMUNITY CHOIR!
Annie Winner
Now entering its third year, our open access choir is looking for more singers to
join us in Garsington village hall every Sunday evening - the start of a term is a
good time to join. You might think you can’t sing - that’s what many of us thought
when we first joined, but it’s fun to learn, joyful to be part of and you don’t need to
be able to read music. Singing is proven to be good for your all round wellbeing,
and the post choir gathering in the Three Horseshoes afterwards is a great way to
start the week.
We sing all kinds of songs from different genres – pop, folk, catchy foreign tunes,
ballads etc – if you are interested in finding out more please contact Ian on 07780
675302 or Annie on 07730 406617. We start again on Sunday September 11th
from 7pm to 9.30 – the cost is normally £7 per session (which includes
refreshments). New members get their first session free to give them a chance
to test the water. If there is enough interest, we will run a free taster session
beforehand – date and time to be confirmed – so let us know if you would like to
come to that.
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WHEATLEY DAY BY DAY
WEEKLY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon, Tues to Fri. All
welcome.
Wheatley Nursery School Every weekday from 8 am to 3 pm
next to the Primary School in Littleworth Road Contact 01865
452725.
Wheatley Pre-School. Behind the Primary School car park.
Littleworth Road. Sessions Mon - Fri 9.00 to 11.45 am and 1.00
to 3.30 pm Call 01865 873687 to visit, to register, or for
information.
Sharecare Community Club Age UK Oxfordshire 9.30am - 2pm
Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays at Holton Village Hall. An
opportunity for older people to meet with others. Contact Jackie
Capper, Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or 07827 235 425.

SUNDAY

St Mary the Virgin: Every Sunday 8 am Holy Communion.
1st Sunday 10 am Parish Praise. 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays, 10am
Sung Eucharist with King’s Club for Children. 4th Sunday 10am
service is Food Bank Sunday. Please bring a donation for the
Food Bank. Kings Club for children runs every week apart from
the 1st Sunday of the month alongside the 10am service.
URC: Services at 10am. Holy Communion on 1st & 3rd
Sundays. 1st Sunday is Food Bank Sunday. Afternoon tea on
1st Sunday, 2.30-4.30pm.
Wheatley Community Church: Every Sunday 10.30am, Merry
Bells.
Our Lady of Lourdes: Vigil Mass now on Saturday at 6pm.
Wheatley Rugby Club Minis & Juniors Training (6-16yrs)
from 11th Sept, 10am - noon, Wheatley Playing Field. Contact:
Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com

MONDAY

SODC Collections: (except Bank Holidays). Food refuse
weekly; wheelie bins for general waste, recycling waste and
garden waste on alternate Mondays. Details 01865 875615.
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm
Carers and Toddlers. Every Monday in school term at URC
Hall, Crown Square 9.30 to 11.30 am. Everyone welcome. Age
0 - 3 with adult. Details: Enid (08165) 872403.
Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group. Every Monday in the
Library, 10am - 12noon in school term time.
Bumps to Babies Maple Tree Children's Centre, Littleworth Rd
1.30 - 3.30pm. T 01865 873916.
Not-So-Young Club. Merry Bells. 2-4pm. Every 2 weeks - see
diary.
Beaver Scouts, boys and girls aged 6-8, during term time, 5.306.30pm, at the Scout Hut, Holloway Rd (Tel: 01865 874997)
Brownies meet in the URC Hall 5.30 to 7pm in term time.
Wheatley Bridge Club. Holton Village Hall. 7pm.
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Community Choir URC Hall, 7.30 to 9 pm in term time.
TUESDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
St Mary’s Guild meets every 4th Tuesday in the URC Hall, 2.15
pm. New members always welcome See Diary for details.
Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors Training, 7pm, Wheatley
Playing Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
Wheatley Women’s Institute. Meets on the 3rd Tues of each
month in the Merry Bells at 7.15pm (except no meeting in August
and the December meeting is held on the 2nd Tuesday of the
month). New members and visitors are welcome at our talks and
outings. Contact Jenny 07803 937936
Wheatley Singers in the URC Hall 7.15 – 9pm, all welcome.
Contact Celia Pagel 01865 872250
St Mary’s Church open for prayer and reflection 7.30 to 9pm

WEDNESDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
Parish Office Public Opening. 9.30-11.30am Details: 875615
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm
Wheatley Library Coffee Morning every 1st Wednesday of the
month, 10am - noon
St Mary the Virgin 12 noon, Holy Communion.
Cub Scouts. Boys and girls aged 8-10 ½, 6.45 - 8.l5 pm, at the
Scout Hut, Holloway Road. Contact 01865 874284
Guides meet in the URC Hall, 7 to 8.30 pm, in term time.
Great Milton & District Local History Society. Meetings 4th
Wednesday of month, Great Milton School 7.30 pm. Nonmembers welcome. Details: (01844) 279567
Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers and Joggers. 7.30-8.30pm, The
Park Sports Centre, Contact Helen Coombes on 01865 872551
or 07979 538557

THURSDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon
United Reformed Church coffee morning on the first Thursday,
each month from 10 am - noon. All welcome.
Wheatley Walks. 10-11am. Meet at the Park Sports Centre details from Anne on 872628 or Jean on 873430.
Age UK Information Drop-in, free info & advice. 2nd in month.
The Merry Bells 10.30 - 11.30am. Contact: Ruth 07827 235417.
Wheatley Archive Room. The Merry Bells 2-5 pm.
Xstream. An after school club for primary children, 3.15 to 4.30
pm at the Primary School.
Explorer Scouts. Boys and girls aged 14-18, 7-9pm at the
Scout Hut, Holloway Road (07745 285938)

FRIDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm
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FRIDAY cont.

Stay and Play, Maple Tree Children's Centre, 10am to noon (No
session on Aug 5, 19, 26). T 01865 873916
Horspath Hub Coffee Morning 10.30am to noon
Scouts. Boys and girls aged 10 ½ to 14, 7 to 9pm, at the Scout
Hut, Holloway Rd. Contact 07745 285938
St. Mary’s Belltower Practice. Experienced ringers and
beginners welcome. St Mary’s Church 7.30-9pm. 01865 872250

SATURDAY

Parish Office Public Opening 9.30-11.30am
Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. Vigil Mass 6pm. Parish Priest;
The Rev. Canon Mervyn Tower. The Presbytery, Wharton Road,
Headington OX3 8AJ. Tel: 01865 672433.
County & District Councillors' Surgery, 2nd in month. Parish
Office, 10.30am
Scrabble Club. 1st in month. Details of venue: T.872628

AUGUST DIARY
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Sunday

1
3
4
7

Not so Young Club, Merry Bells, 2-4pm
Coffee Morning, Wheatley Library, 10am-12pm
Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm
Th & Wh Ramblers, King & Queen carpark, 10am
Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm
Parish Council Extra Ordinary Meeting, Merry Bells, 7.30pm
Wheatley Society Walk by the Cherwell, 2pm T.872593
Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm
Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells, 10.30-11.30am
County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office, 10.30am
Wheatley Windmill, Windmill Lane, open 2-6pm
Not so Young Club, Merry Bells, 2-4pm
Royal British Legion open meeting, New Club, 12 noon
Not so Young Club, Merry Bells, 2-4pm

Monday
Wednesday

8
10

Thursday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Thursday

11
13
14
15
18

Monday

29

Thursday

1

Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm
Wine Circle, Merry Bells, 8pm

Saturday
Sunday
Monday

3
4
5

Wednesday

7

Thursday

8

VPA 76th Annual Show, Merry Bells, 2pm
Tea, Cake and Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm
School Term 1 starts
Parish Council, Merry Bells, 7.30pm
Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm
Coffee Morning, Wheatley Library, 10am-12pm
Computer Buddy Session, Wheatley Library 10.15am-12.15
Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells 10.30-11.30am
Panto Auditions - Adult & Older Teenagers, URC, 7.30pm

SEPTEMBER DIARY
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Saturday
Sunday

10
11

Monday

12

Tuesday
Wednesday

13
14

Friday
Monday

16
19

Tuesday
Wednesday
Monday

20
21
26

Tuesday
Wednesday

27
28

County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office,10.30am
Minis & junior training starts, Wheatley Rugby Club, 10am
Wheatley Windmill, Windmill Lane, open 2-6pm
Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm
Not so Young Club, Merry Bells, 2-4pm
Craft Group, Wheatley Library 7-9pm
Wheatley Singers Rehearsals begin, URC, 6.45pm
Computer Buddy Session, Wheatley Library 10.15am-12.15
Wheatley Society, Defib. Demo., Merry Bells 7.30pm
Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm
Royal British Legion, Visit to Hook Norton Brewery T.873694
Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm
F & GP Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm
Women's Institute, Merry Bells, 7.15pm
Computer Buddy Session, Wheatley Library 10.15am-12.15
Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm
Not so Young Club, Merry Bells, 2-4pm
St Mary's Guild AGM & Lunch, URC Hall, 12.30pm
Computer Buddy Session, Wheatley Library 10.15am-12.15

Full details of local organisations can be found in the
Wheatley Information Booklet. Copies available from
the Parish Council office or
www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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THE NEW HEYFORDIAN BUS TIMETABLE
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