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WHEATLEY NEWSLETTER 
 

The Parish Office, The Merry Bells, 89 High Street, Wheatley 0X33 1XP. 
Telephone: (01865) 875615, email: clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Editor: Annette Richards, Publisher: Wheatley Parish Council  
email: newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Distribution Organiser: Christine Vernede (01865) 873335 
Distributed by a team of volunteers to all addresses in Wheatley and Holton. 
Also available by post or email on subscription outside the distribution area. 

Cover picture: The Soul Band at the Music Concert, Wheatley Park School. Thank you to 
Ruth Landreth for kindly sharing this photo. If anyone has photos of the village or events 
(past or present) we would love to put them on the front cover! 

The Wheatley Newsletter welcomes contributions and advertisements from 
everyone in the two parishes and from businesses and organisations serving 
Wheatley and District.  News and reports from village organisations are particularly 
welcome but contentious issues or articles promoting personal causes should be avoided – 
the Editor reserves the right not to print items and to edit items submitted for publication. 

The views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Parish Council or 
Editor, and no liability can be accepted for any errors or omissions, although we will publish 
corrections. 

The deadline for the October-November edition is Saturday 16th September 2017.  
Contributions (max. 250 words) to the Parish Office, preferably by email with a Word 
attachment to newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

ADVERTISING 
New adverts can only be included when existing adverts drop out.  Adverts cost £25 & £35 
inc. of VAT per edition, respectively for quarter and half pages.   

Quarter page max. size: 9 cm high by 6 cm wide or 5 cm high by 12.5 cm wide.  Half page 
max. size: 9 cm high by 12.5 cm wide. Send as an email attachment (pdf or jpeg format) to 
the above email address. Full page adverts no longer accepted. 

 

 

mailto:newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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CHAIR'S COLUMN 
Anne Davies 

Another busy couple of months.  The draft Neighbourhood Plan went out to public 
consultation during June which involved a walkthrough with Wheatley and Holton 
Parish Councils and several public information exhibits.  Again, my thanks go to the 
Neighbourhood Plan team for their hard work. 

The High Street Improvement Advisory Group presented its recommendations to 
the Parish Council for consideration. Thank you to all involved for your contributions 
that resulted in an impressive final report. 

My thanks and appreciation also go out to the ‘Wheatley Wanderers’ – no, not a 
new football team but a group of public spirited individuals, organised by Chris 
Hallsworth, who have been cleaning up long neglected areas of the village.  Sites 
so far are Cullum Road recreation ground, the footpath at the back of Ladder Hill 
and most recently, the path through the old railway cutting has been cleared up to 
the tunnel entrance. Great job! 

A high priority for the Parish Council is to institute a scheme that will significantly 
reduce the threat of flash flooding that occasionally occurs from the lower part of 
Littleworth Road, along the High Street and in to Crown Square, following very 
heavy rain.  A small advisory group has been set up with the sole purpose of 
working with SODC and local land owners to design and implement such a scheme. 

On behalf of the Parish Council, I wish you all an enjoyable summer! 
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CLERK'S COLUMN 
Michelle Legg 

It was great to see so many people attending the Parish Council Meeting in July. 
These take place on the first Monday of every month, and are a great way for you 
to raise and comment on topics within the village, as well as hearing about the 
work of the Parish Council. 

On that note, over the past month or so we have been working with Oxfordshire 
County Council to install a drop kerb in Farm Close Road, which has improved 
access for villagers with mobility scooters and pushchairs. 

Anyone getting on the bus at Church Rd near Friday Lane cannot have missed 
the new bench by the bus stop. We are glad it is being well used. 

John and Steve have continued to help keep the village neat and clean. They 
have been clearing the footpath in Farm Close Road and areas in St Mary’s Close 
on top of their normal duties. If you see them about do say hello. 

Steve, along with our contractors, have cut the stinging nettles back and cleared 
the ditch along Ambrose Rise footpath. 

I have been liaising with OCC to check and clear blocked drains in the village. If 
you know of a drain that needs attention please report this at 
www.fixmystreet.com 

Unfortunately, OCC’s work does not include clearing weeds from kerbstones, can 
I ask that you take some time to clear any weeds from outside your own property, 
or organise a working party in your street? It could be a way of getting to know 
your neighbours. 

Dates for your Diary - Parish Council Meetings start at 7.30pm 

Parish Council Monday 4th September Merry Bells Hall 

Planning Committee Wed 9th August & 13th September Parish Office 

Open Spaces Committee Monday 18th September Parish Office 

 

http://www.fixmystreet.com/
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SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Toby Newman - District Councillor 

Single Council for Oxfordshire - update 
Oxford City Council, Cherwell District Council and West Oxfordshire District Council 
have submitted a plan for the future governance of Oxfordshire to the Government. This 
is a counter proposal to the “Better Oxfordshire” proposal, submitted to the government 
by our council, the Vale of White Horse and Oxfordshire County Council in March.  

We are not expecting an early government decision on our bid, or the counter proposal, 
but I will update you as soon as we have any news. 

Planning Matters 
As some of you may be aware, South Oxfordshire is currently unable to demonstrate 
a five-year housing land supply. This is a calculated figure of land available to meet 
demand for new homes. 

The effect of this is that we have to make planning decisions using the National 
Planning Policy Framework which focuses on sustainable development and the need 
to boost the supply of housing. This leaves our District vulnerable to unplanned 
speculative development.  The council is working extremely hard to recover this 
position and put in place a new Local Plan which will outline where we are planning to 
build new homes over the next 20 years. 

The district has a housing land supply of 4.1 years, so we are able to demonstrate 
more than three years supply, which means we can use a ministerial statement made 
last year and provide some protection for those areas with neighbourhood 
development plans.  As you’ll see from John Fox’s update our Neighbourhood Plan is 
progressing towards the final stages. 

Grants 
The Councils’ Grants scheme for 2017/18 will open for the next round of applications 
over the summer: 15 July-6 September. 

These grants are available to support town/parish councils and not-for-profit 
organisations across the districts with projects that will improve, replace or create new 
community facilities. 

Grant funding up to £75,000 is also available from the LEADER Programme for 
farmers, foresters, rural businesses and communities involved with projects that 
create jobs, bring visitors to the area or provide essential community services. 

SODC is administering applications. These will be assessed by a Local Area Group 
(LAG), a non-political group that brings together public, private and community 
representatives. 

Oxfordshire LAG is keen to see applications that will revive local waterways, support 
local food markets, create vibrant villages, or unlock the potential of woodlands. To 
find out more, email oxfordshire.leader@southandvale.gov.uk or call 01235 422245. 

If you want to speak with me on any matter, I hold a surgery on the second Saturday of 
the month at 10:30am in the Parish Office at the Merry Bells. You can also email me at 
toby.newman@southoxon.co.uk  or call me on 01865 872239. 

mailto:oxfordshire.leader@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:toby.newman@southoxon.co.uk
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OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
Kirsten Johnson - County Councillor Wheatley Division 

I have enjoyed my first months as your new County Councillor. I have attended 
County Council meetings, Parish Council meetings throughout the division and had 
many training events laid on by the County Council. 

At the full County Council meeting on July 11th I spoke twice. I was pleased to speak 
in support of the motion for the County Council to move to a committee system of 

governance rather than the existing cabinet system. The motion, with amendment to 
investigate the options available and to change the structure as soon as 
practicable, was carried.  

I also spoke in favour of a motion to invite all Oxfordshire MPs to come to a meeting of 
the County Council to discuss how we can work together to better serve our local 
residents. When this happens, I plan on asking questions about school funding, local 
bus services and protecting the Green Belt, amongst other issues.  

As mentioned by the clerk, it is wonderful to see the 
new dropped kerb at Farm Close Road, jointly funded 
by the County Council and the Parish Council. This 
especially helps those using pushchairs and residents 
with mobility impairment. 

Many residents have contacted me with road 
concerns.  I have met with Mr Keith Stenning, the 
county officer who oversees highways in this area, and 
he has noted these issues. He advises local residents 
to report all problems with bollards, potholes, 
pavements, drains, etc., firstly on Fix My Street: 
fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk If they are not dealt 
with, please let me know and I will chase. 

This is the case with bollards which were knocked 
down and reported previously, but not repaired. I have 
followed this up with Mr Stenning, and he has agreed 
that these bollards will be reinstated. 

I have met with the county engineer in regards to installing street lighting in Old 
London Road.  His advice has been forwarded on to the Parish Council. OCC does 
not have funding for putting in new street lighting, only maintaining the existing 
network.  The engineer advised what options the Parish has for installing lighting in 
the future. 

On other matters, I have supported a local family in SEN provision for their child; I 
have been advising the Maple Tree Children’s Centre in how to seek further County 
grant funding; and I have been attending community transport meetings in regards to 
improving the transport options in Littleworth, Horspath and other villages. 

Last, but certainly not least, I attended the consultation in regards to the Brookes site 
development in Holton.  I am working with the Parish Council and the Neighbourhood 
Plan group in getting the best outcome for local residents.  

I wish you all a safe and happy summer! 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REPORT 
John Fox, Chairman 

 'Listen to your community' they told us in January 2016.  'Accelerate' was the 
brief the following June, when the Brookes site was allocated housing and 
Wheatley was declared exempt. We've even suggested improvements in 
Wheatley, at Littleworth and on lower London Rd. Our eight-week Public 
Consultation ended on 30 June. WNP Volunteers had leafleted all 1860 Wheatley 
and Holton homes in May; they did the same in June for Open Day.  Roy Gordon 
and I manned a High St WNP Stall for two days later in June. The Website shows 
our Evidence Base, growing as we add live content to it, including a record of the 
Open Day 17 June. 

256 attended WNP Open Day. They left 56 response sheets and more 
correspondences followed.  Nine statutory national bodies have responded [Nat. 
England, Highways England, Health and Safety, Historic England, Homes and 
Communities, Oxfordshire C.C. [Including Public Health], Oxon NHS, Thames 
Water and Environmental Agency']. All will be published. Both Parish Councils 
met for 2.5 hours on 20 June to respond to the Draft WNP.  Both councils 
afforded WNP a platform at their annual Parish Assemblies. Individual councillors 
sent further comments. The Website also records Twitters, Likes, Facebook 
Reaches, and Views, some well into 1000+ and 2000+ figures. Developers 
responded too. 

SODC has advised us that they will provide their comments on our Draft WNP by 
the end of July. We had no informal comment from them prior to Public 
Consultation, although it was due. Without their formal response to our Public 
Consultation on the Draft WNP, we face delay in writing the revised and hopefully 
final WNP. We are using the time to analyse and shape all the Public 
Consultation responses, ready to produce that Final Version which WPC and 
HPC will finally submit to SODC for Independent Examination.  If and when it is 
passed, a Community Referendum will be held to 'make' (validate) it in law. 

Thanks to so many of you in this community for your support and encouragement. 
WNP website,  www.wheatleyneighbourhoodplan.co.uk 

http://www.wheatleyneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/
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DOROTHY BELL 

Roger and family wish to thank all those from within Wheatley for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, or who attended her funeral, on their sad loss. The 
support of so many friends has been a great comfort to us. 

As many of you know for the past 7 or 8 years Dorothy ran the very successful 
national Quiz on behalf of MacMillan Cancer Support in the Merry Bells in 
February, in conjunction with the Oxford Inner Wheel Club. Unfortunately, the club 
has recently closed down, so they will be unable to continue this very successful 
money raising activity for an especially worthwhile charity. If anyone feels able to 
take on this task in future Roger would be happy to give them all the necessary 
details and contacts. Email roger_bell@tiscali.co.uk or phone 875286. 

SUSTAINABLE WHEATLEY – FRUIT HARVEST 
Tim Blightman 

Fruit is starting to appear on trees around the village and once again we are 
planning to repeat last year's activity when we harvested nearly half a ton of 
apples, pears and quinces that otherwise might have gone to waste, thanks to the 
help of volunteers including pupils from the John Watson School. As well as 
distributing much of this to various organisations who could make good use of 
them we also held our own Apple Pressing Day outside The Merry Bells, where 
anyone could bring their own apples and have them turned into juice. 

This year we are holding the Apple Pressing Day at The Merry Bells on Saturday 
28th October, where, as last year, anyone is welcome to come and join in the 
pressing of apples even if you don’t have your own apples. 

In the meantime, please let us know if: 

* you have a fruit tree that you might be unable to pick, or you know of one 

* you would be interested in helping to harvest fruit; we will have a number of 
picking sessions mainly at the weekend during September/ October, for up to 3-4 
hours. Come for as long as you wish. 

* you can let us have any screwtop wine bottles so we can fill them with apple 
juice. We are even prepared to accept empty ones. 

* you have any boxes or buckets that we could borrow for the short-term storage 
of fruit.  

* you have suggestions where the fruit could be distributed. Last year local 
schools, nurseries, children’s centres, a local residential home and local 
groups benefited. Also, two businesses in the High Street had boxes of fruit 
outside for anyone to take, all of which went. 

Contact: email: admin@wheatleycag.org tweet: @SusWheatley or phone 873957 
www.sustainablewheatley.org  

P.S. Also in October, on Sat 14th we are holding Wheatley’s 50th Swapshop! 

mailto:roger_bell@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:admin@wheatleycag.org
http://www.sustainablewheatley.org/
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THE HISTORY FILE - The Petrol Shack 
John Fox 

The petrol engine changed life. Wheatley soldiers fought for oilfields at Basra and 
Mosul in 1917.  In 1926 the London Rd 'Cut' created jobs and encouraged more 
motor[ised] car[riages].  In the 1930s, Bridge House became a chic motoring 
hotel, far from the railway carriage 'holiday camp' it once hosted.  Motorised 
guests needed petrol.  In 1937, 'Bobby' Roberts of Holton Mill built and rented to 
his personal mechanic a garage with hoist and pumps.  Collett may have been a 
Milton man. When children from Holton Mill walked through wet fields to London 

Rd they left their wellingtons safe 
in Collett's. 1939 saw petrol 
rationing and the Mill-race water 
level was lowered. Flood meadows 
were needed for food production. 
The Mill wheel could no longer 
turn. Margaret and Joe Plastow 
took over Collett's in 1952 offering 
a coach and taxi service alongside 
petrol. Fuel sales dropped when 
the new A40 passed Wheatley by 
in 1970. The present broken 
pumps last served SUMMIT petrol 
at 54p a litre. Daughter Jean joined 

Plastows in 1963 and her daughter Barbara joined in the later 1980s. Plastow 
Travel today is a family business of almost 70 years. Thomas and Lafford had the 
garage next door.  Sapper Bomb Disposal NCOs and wartime Constable Cowan 
disarmed undetonated incendiaries on the workbench there. Brookside Garage 
further up London Rd had stood on Old London Rd pre-1926, named after the 
OLRd brook. Next to it was a GWR railway carriage facaded like a wild west log 
cabin, The Last Chance Coffee Bar (today's Aquatics Store). A 'greasy spoon', it 
was the last chance of a mug of coffee before Wycombe. Everyone talked like 
cowboys in those days! Thanks to Ella May, Barbara Plastow and Wheatley 
Archive. 
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WHEATLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE TEAM REPORT 
Ryan Dollery, Police Community Support Officer  

Between the 1st of June 2017 and the 30th of June 2017 
Thames Valley Police received 89 calls to the Wheatley 
area, these related to the following:  

• 50 miscellaneous calls 

• 4 reports of a road hazard 

• 12 reports of road traffic 
collisions 

• 1 theft from a motor vehicle   

• 3 reports of broken down 
vehicles 

• 3 reports of abandoned 
vehicles 

• 7 reports of youths behaving 
in an anti-social manner 

• 1 report of noise related anti-
social behaviour 

• 3 shoplifting reports from 
ASDA 

• 2 reports of young men going door 
to door selling items. The PCSOs 
located the males, took their details 
and gave them advice. They had 
the relevant documentation allowing 
them to sell door to door. 

• 2 reports of poor parking. 1 report 
was of vehicles parking in the 
disabled bay on London Rd and the 
other was of inconsiderate parking 
on Church Rd. The disabled bay on 
London Road has now been 
painted by Highways and is being 
monitored by the PCSOs. 

• report of a theft of a bicycle, 
enquiries are ongoing into this 

Miscellaneous calls are calls which contain sensitive information which we cannot 
disclose. This may relate to domestic incidents or missing persons for example. 

We advise residents to continue to call, when any activity deemed suspicious is seen. 
The non-emergency number is 101.  

Crime reduction/prevention advice: during the warmer weather, we 
unfortunately see an increase in burglary and theft related crime. When going 
out please ensure you keep your home secure by closing and locking all 
windows and doors, if even you are only going out for a short time! It is also 
good practice to lock up the front of your home when spending time in the back 
garden as an insecure residence is an easy target for an opportunist thief. 
WheatleyChalgroveNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

WHEATLEY FILM CLUB 
Peter Bayliss 

Wheatley Film Club is a not-for-profit community cinema run 
by volunteers and shows around 10 films each year for members and guests - a 
chance to see cinema hits you may have missed and some themed ‘seasons’ that 
offer you a chance to explore new films. The next show will be Brassed Off, on 21st 
September at 7.30pm. 

Film Club is affordable and more personal than a big corporate cinema. The venue is 
the Fire Station where refreshments are available and the atmosphere is relaxed and 
friendly, and we support the Fire Fighters Charity. Members can shape the ‘cinema’ 
experience and have a say in future programmes. For more information see our 
website www.wheatleyfilmclub,org, or email info@wheatleyfilmclub.org 

mailto:WheatleyChalgroveNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
http://www.wheatleyfilmclub,org/
mailto:info@wheatleyfilmclub.org


19 
 
   



20 
 

WHEATLEY WI www.wheatleywi.com 
Joyce Coveley 

President Jan Walsh welcomed members and three visitors/prospective members to 
the May meeting.  Jan introduced Mike Beech, whose talk of "Secret London” was 
both entertaining and informative.  He brought to our attention many interesting facts 
and anecdotes about our capital city which were previously unknown to the majority of 
his audience. Jan asked members for suggestions as to how we might celebrate our 
centenary coming up in 2019 and Lucy reported on the website. 

The Garden Party took place on a lovely June evening, in a marquee to the rear of 
The Plough.  The evening started with a short business session before we were 
introduced to the collections of some members.  Carol showed her thimbles, many of 
which had sentimental value; Sylvia explained the history of her model elephants; Jan 
talked of her eclectic group of “bric a brac; Julie showed the glassware that she had 
gathered from car boot sales; while Stephanie talked of her postcards and Lucy of her 
interest in stamps.  Probably the most esoteric of all was Pam’s collection of skulls, 
with her fascinating explanation of why and how she started collecting.  She blamed it 
all on the grandchildren!  Pam’s evening was completed with the award of the Trophy 
for Best Cherry Cake in the annual Val Targett Competition (and she won a raffle 
prize)! 

Then followed tea with jam, cream and scones plus plenty of strawberries, all served 
in the elegant setting of the marquee.  Many thanks are due to Julie and Lucy who 
organised it all and worked so hard to make a very successful evening. 

It was back to the Merry Bells in July for an interesting talk on “From Pillory to Prison 
Cell,”. There is no meeting in August and on 11th September the topic will be "Bags 
from the Philippines". 

http://www.wheatleywi.com/
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THE WHEATLEY SINGERS 
Andy Leidenroth 

On 20th May, the Wheatley Singers, directed by Kate Billimore, delivered a joyful 
and confident performance of Haydn’s St. Nicholas Mass and Britten’s Five 
Flower Songs in front of an enthusiastic audience at St. Mary’s Church, Wheatley. 

Together with an experienced guest orchestra, the singers performed Haydn’s 
tuneful and energetic mass; four talented soloists (Angela Scott-Smith, Shelley 
Cox, Ian Barratt and Giles Dawson) added further sparkle to the evening. 

After the interval, Britten’s five delightful flower-themed miniatures were 
interspersed with a daisy chain of songs and poems. Highlights included a 
beautiful rendition of Gabriel’s Oboe by Ennio Morricone, performed by Nicola 
Hands, and some rather tongue-in-cheek songs inspired by the German folklore 
myth of the Lorelei, sung by Shelley Cox. Finally, the choir ‘swept’ the audience 
off their feet with Britten’s final flower song, the amusing Ballad of Green Broom.  

This concert raised £494 for the charity ROSY (Respite nursing for Oxfordshire’s 
Sick Youngsters). For their next concert, the Wheatley Singers will collaborate 
with the Great Milton Singers and Cumnor Choral Society for a joint performance 
of the Brahms German Requiem on 11th November 2017 in St Mary’s Church, 
Thame. With over 100 singers and a superb orchestra, it’s definitely going to be 
an event not to be missed. 

Better still, if you’d like to be a part of this exciting venture, why not come along to 
Wheatley's first rehearsal (an “Open Rehearsal”) on September 12th 7.15pm at 
Wheatley URC. No need to book, just turn up with an open mind, a spring in your 
step and a song in your heart! 
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FRIENDS OF WHEATLEY LIBRARY 
Vivien Vernede 

Thank you to all who bought books at our Book Sale - we raised nearly £70. We 
have some beautiful new books bought from the fund raising, now available in the 
library. 

The library will be very busy over the next two months. The Adult & Children 
Summer Reading Challenge continues until early September. There is still time to 
sign up and complete it. 

Coffee mornings take place on the first Wednesday in each month from 10 am -
12pm. Greg Walker will be giving a talk at the next coffee morning on Wednesday 
2nd August on “War, Peace and Love with Tea and Biscuits” The talk is based on 
a diary that was found in Oxford about a young man Arnold Dauncey and his 
experiences in The Near East in 1918. 

Thursday August 3rd at 3.30pm: What’s your favourite book?  Event for children. 
Bring your favourite book, tell us about it and there will be a vote on which book 
appeals to most of the other children. It can be a library book or a book from 
home. There will be a prize for the child who brings in the winning book. Suitable 
for 7-10 years. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

Wednesday August 23rd at 11am: Science Oxford will be having an event for 
children and young adults. Tickets are limited so make sure you book! 

Thursday afternoons at 3.30pm: Story time for young children. Children must be 
old enough to listen and be accompanied by an adult. Colouring and puzzles 
available for children. 

Multiple copies of play scripts are available through the library service. If you have 
a group or a potential group of shared appreciation for plays, please ask the staff 
for details. 

There is a weekly craft group on Monday mornings 10am -12pm Evening 
meetings second Monday every month 7-9pm. These will take place during the 
summer. For more info contact: craft@wheatleylibrary.org 

There are 1-1 computer support sessions available. There are also support in 
Family History research. These are run by volunteers. Please contact the library 
for details 875267. 

An art group is running on Monday afternoons from 2.30-4.30pm. The next 
session will be starting on September 18th. If you are interested please contact 
artwheatleylibrary@gmail.com.  

Thank you to all our volunteers, staff and community for keeping our beautiful 
library open. Contact us at wheatleylibrary.org. Please like our FOWL Facebook 
page. 

mailto:craft@wheatleylibrary.org
mailto:artwheatleylibrary@gmail.com
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A TOUR DE FORCE OF MIXED MEDIA AT WHEATLEY PARK SCHOOL 
Guy Stanley, Head of Media 

As a newcomer to both the Faculty of Arts and WPS as a school, it was a rewarding 
experience to see the quality of work produced across the Arts subjects. The 
breadth of media covered and the novel ways in which they were displayed was 
exceptional. It was clearly obvious to an observer that the subjects were taught with 
skill but, perhaps more importantly, that the students had actively engaged with 
many different forms of expression. 

As you walk through the Old House - itself a fantastic ‘gallery’ venue - the 
downstairs rooms present a terrific range of Fine Art and artistic mediums across 
all year groups reflecting both the dedication of the teaching and how the students 
themselves have embraced those ideas. This is particularly evident in the displays 
of sketchbook work individual to each art student as a way of conceptualising their 
ideas alongside whatever final piece they have chosen - with some truly 
magnificent work as a result.  

Further in, you are invited into the personal worlds of Key Stage 3 students via the 
medium of photography. This was a project inspired by a visiting artist’s own work 
and had resonated with many of the students individually as they are photographed 
with an object personal to them - itself giving insight into what they hold dear. 
Journey further up and you see the culmination of the Photographic work with Year 
13 displays of work even more personal to them and demonstrating some keenly 
developed eyes, as well as interesting interpretations of the form.  

Upstairs opens up the viewer to more traditional artistic medium such as the classic 
nude poses - with some outstanding examples - and contrasts that with a more 
modern interpretation of mixed media across the hall with photographic work 
displayed by projector to create a form of Art installation in itself.  

Heartfelt congratulations to the Arts staff and students for a superb display of hard 
work from the past academic year. 

Yoga, Pilates, Table Tennis, Art, Line Dancing, Computer Classes, Creative 

Writing, a Garden Club and it`s a perfect venue for small parties. 
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MUSIC CONCERT JUNE 2017 
Ruth Landreth, Head of Arts 

Some people make the annual pilgrimage to 
Glastonbury, others prefer the more folksy tones of 
Towersey Road or Cornbury. Personally, I prefer OH 
(The Old House). A large number of us gathered for this 
festival on Friday June 30th. No rain (no rain!), many 
blankets, a few picnics and we were ready. And what a 
huge variety of musicians performed. One minute we’re 
listening to a harp then a rock band. The modern music 
ensemble seems to be growing to include all ages of 
students and some staff. There are so many talented 

singers 
and 
songwriters at Wheatley Park, 
some performing for the first time. 
A guest appearance from a 
former student helped round the 
evening off with our excellent 
Soul Band getting us up and 
dancing (I apologise!).  What a 

great evening, led by Mr Ahmed with Miss McDougall and Mr Potter, and 
supported by our new PTA. Thank you to all involved. 

 

 



29 
 

 

 



30 
 

"NOT THE FUN RUN" 2017 - THE RESULTS 
From not the organiser Jack Turner 

It was hot and humid and had rained overnight as the contestants and their loved 
ones gathered outside The Sun. 

Four walkers departed at 10.32 and made it around the hilly, scenic course in one 
hour and eleven minutes. They were Vivien Trafford (60), Fiona O'Neill (54), Andrew 
O'Neill (57) and Bryony O'Neill (24). 

Eighteen assorted homo sapiens ran the course with the following results: 

 Name Age Mins Secs 

1st Brent Dalton 18 26 42 

2nd Alfie Spurgle (my first grandchild to do the run and 
I am proud to say that this is the fastest time 
recorded by a 14-year-old!) 

14 27 18 

3rd Daniel Morrish 15 28 9 

4th Michael Bunch (my son-in-law) 31 28 24 

5th Rob Hallin (my son-in-law) 37 28 49 

6th Theo Brown 15 32 24 

7th Tom Cherry 12 33 45 

8th Geoff Coleman 56 34 13 

9th John Creed (the oldest runner and the fastest 75-
year-old!) 

75 34 25 

10th Tom Spurgle (my son-in-law!) 44 35 24 

11th John Boodell 51 36 40 

12th Tasmin Ingle (fastest lady!) 41 36 44 

13th Ade Adewuyi 52 36 53 

14th Colin Campion 63 36 56 

15th Howard Brown 58 39 26 

16th Caroline Chavasse 48 40 50 

17th Helen Coombs 54 45 10 

18th Celia Pagel 57 49 36 

Congratulations to you all. Thanks to Gavin Belcher the Time Lord, Hesper Bunch for 
snaps, Emma Turner the "Water Boy" and all who attended this lovely village event. 
It's never too late to get fit, see you next year 11am, at the end of May Bank Holiday, 
outside The Sun! 
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GET ONLINE WITH SOHA HOUSING 
Liz Roberts 

It’s great when someone gives you a gadget like a smartphone or a tablet computer, 
but not so great when they leave you to work it out for yourself! Maybe you have a 
new device and could do with getting to grips with 
it? Soha Housing, which manages St Mary’s Close 
in Wheatley, provides monthly opportunities to 
become more expert. Fun, free and friendly public 
sessions take place in the lounge there on the third 
Tuesday of every month between 10am and 
12noon. Call the Get Online team at Soha on 01235 
515 900 (0800 014 15 45 free even from most 
mobile providers) or email digital@soha.co.uk to 
book. You can learn to use computer devices (which are provided at the sessions) 
from scratch or freshen up. 

mailto:digital@soha.co.uk
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UNDER 12 SCHOOLS' COUNTY CRICKET CHAMPIONS 
Dan Barnes, Yr 7 Coach 

Wheatley Park School have become under 12 schools’ county champions for the first 
time in more than a decade! 

Victory over Burford in the final secured a memorable success, with the highlight of 
their triumph coming courtesy of earlier victories over Abingdon and Magdalen 

College School (who 
traditionally dominate this 
cup). The team performed 
brilliantly under pressure 
and were gracious in 
victory. 

Wheatley will now 
represent Oxfordshire 
Schools in the national 
under 13 competition next 
year. Thanks goes to those 
who have helped coach the 
players and to the parents 
for their continued support. 

Back row (from left): Thom Wilson, Saif Dogar, Charlie Turner, Noah Palmer, Lukas 
Yendole, Oli Morrish. Front: Oli Fox, Oli Horne, Ryan Timmo, George Crawford, Anton 
Lake. 

GRANTS FOR APPRENTICES, STUDENTS, TRAINEES 
Janet Redfern 

The Trustees of Wheatley Charities offer education grants to residents of the Parish of 
Wheatley, which includes Littleworth, and are prepared to consider making grants in 
support of any of the costs of study or training.  Applicants must be under the age of 
25, and will normally be awarded up to three annual grants but additional grants may 
be made at the discretion of the Trustees. 

Application forms are available from the Secretary, Janet Redfern (tel. 873389, email 
janet.redfern@ntlworld.com), to whom they should be returned no later than 13th 
September 2017. 
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HOLTON & WHEATLEY CRICKET CLUB 
Alun Regan 

The mid-May to mid-July period has proved to be a bit of a mixed 
bag with 3 wins, 1 draw and 4 defeats. We registered our first win 
of the season against Bladon in a low scoring game, where bowlers on both sides 
shone. Having bowled Bladon out for 86, with Alun Regan taking 4 for 16 and Anwar 
Pervaiz bowling an incredible spell, giving away just 4 runs off 7 overs, we made 
heavy work of the chase, reaching the target with just 1 wicket remaining. 

After an enjoyable tour of Dorset, we then had a run of local derbies. The first resulted 
in defeat to Haddenham, despite Simon Switala's excellent knock of 56 on a very 
green wicket. Next up was Islip in probably the most exciting game of the season so 
far. After bowling out Islip for a modest 125, with Alun Regan and Graham Hawkins 
taking 3 wickets each, our batting collapsed from the outset, with 3 wickets falling in 
the first few overs. Our middle order then rescued the day with a hard fought unbeaten 
56 by Dan Jacobs, ably aided by a gutsy 28 from Graham Hawkins, steering us over 
the winning line. Our next game, against Great Milton, was a one-sided affair, though. 
Batting first, we only managed 84, with Great Milton cruising to victory without loss. 

Our annual President's day saw the Holton & Wheatley XI defeating the President's 
XI. Performances of note were an undefeated 53 from Peter Burrows and 3 wickets 
each for John Kelly and Rohit Aggarwal. 

We always welcome new members of any ability and age. Our membership is 
extremely broad and our aim is to be a friendly team who, win or lose, enjoy Sunday 
cricket, with a big focus on the social side as well as the sporting side. If you are 
interested in joining, please contact Hugh Kitchin on 873305. 
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STANTON ST JOHN & FOREST HILL WITH SHOTOVER PARISH COUNCILS 
CLERK VACANCY 
Clare Massey 

Stanton St John and Forest Hill with Shotover Parish Councils are looking for a 
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) to work 17 hours a week 
(currently 10 hrs SSJ, 7 hrs FHwS which could be split for 2 applicants). 

The Clerk provides administrative and clerical support to the council and, as the 
RFO, will be required to manage the council finances.  You will be required to 
work mainly from home but also to attend evening meetings up to twice a month.  
Candidates must possess a high standard of oral and written communication 
skills, be proficient in Microsoft Office software (particularly Word and Excel), be 
capable of working independently and have the ability to deal with a range of 
issues. 

Closing date for applications is 7th August with a full handover and training 
expected in September and a start date in October. 

For more information and to apply please contact the current clerk, Clare Massey, 
on 01865 873386 or foresthillwithshotoverpc@gmail.com 

BUCKS SHOW 
Charlotte Patrick 

This year is our 150th Show at Weedon Park, Aylesbury, on 31st August and we 
are pleased to welcome the Household Cavalry Musical Ride, Vintage Tractors, 
The Sheep Show, Livestock Showing Classes, Home and Garden Marquee, 
Rural Crafts and over two hundred stands. For more info: buckscountyshow.co.uk 

mailto:foresthillwithshotoverpc@gmail.com
http://www.buckscountyshow.co.uk/
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NEWS FROM WHEATLEY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
Zena Knight 

On Thursdays each week between 9am and 9.40am a Mindfulness Sitting Group is 
held in the chapel. For anyone who has completed an eight-week course, the Group 
come and sit and practice together. With no leader, teaching or enquiry, all are 
welcome and for further details contact Mark Williams on 01865 876288. 

With the autumn season soon approaching, our Harvest Festival service will be held 
on 24 September at the usual time of 10am. Do come and join us to celebrate the 
bounties of the summer. 

Looking forward to November, we give you advance notice of a Creative Day on 
Saturday 26 November from 10am to 4pm, when you can explore, experiment, play 
and create with a wide variety of quality materials. Please put the date in your diary to 
have a great day out and awaken your creativity! 

Our Sunday afternoon teas continue during the summer on 6 August and 3 
September, as do the coffee mornings on 3 August and 7 September. 
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SOUTH CENTRAL AMBULANCE CHARITY 
Volunteering as a Community First Responder 

Do you want to experience the reward of helping with a medical 
emergency without changing your career? We currently have over 650 
Community First Responders, who provide life-saving first aid in the crucial minutes 
before an ambulance arrives, and we’re looking for more people who want to 
experience the ultimate in community volunteering. 

What it entails: You will often be first at the scene, offering life-saving treatment 
whilst the ambulance is on its way. In non-life-threatening situations, you will be there 
to comfort the patient, provide information and reassurance. You can choose exactly 
which hours you wish to volunteer, and will receive first-class training skills which you 
can use for life. 

You need to have access to a car, have an appetite for the unexpected, and the 
level-headedness required to make instant decisions. 
More information at: www.sca-charity.org.uk 
Email: volunteer@sca-charity.org.uk Call us on: 01869 365000 

THAMES VALLEY POLICE OPEN DAY 

On Saturday 5th August 10am - 5pm come to our Police Training Centre in 
Sulhamstead (near Reading) Free entry! Visitors can become Crime Scene 
Investigators for the day. Our force helicopter will be on display and the live arena will 
be jammed packed with demonstrations featuring our police dogs and mounted horse 
section. For more info see: www.thamesvalley.police.uk/open-day 

http://www.sca-charity.org.uk/
mailto:volunteer@sca-charity.org.uk
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/open-day
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WALK FOR PARKINSON’S – OXFORD 
Jenni Green, Regional Fundraiser 

Join Parkinson’s UK on Sunday 10 September 2017 for our seventh sponsored Walk 
for Parkinson’s - Oxford.  This year we have three exciting new routes, all giving you 
the opportunity to see some of Oxford’s beautiful, historic buildings as well as its 
wonderful green spaces.  With a walk to suit everyone, choose from 1.5 miles, 4.5 
miles or 8 miles.  Experience the Radcliffe Camera in its full glory, marvel in the 
wonderful architecture of the Bodleian Library and the Sheldonian Theatre, spot 
hidden Colleges, walk under the famous Bridge of Sighs and stroll across the Oxford 
University Parks. 

Entry fee is £10 for adults and £5 for under 
16s and all walkers will receive a Parkinson’s 
UK t-shirt, plus a medal on completing the 
walk. 

The sponsorship raised from the Walk for 
Parkinson’s – Oxford will go towards funding 
the research project ‘Investigating the Waste 
Disposal System in Parkinson’s’, taking place 
in the Pharmacology Department at the 
University of Oxford.  This research project 
will be looking at fatty molecules called lipids, 

which play an important role in keeping the brain working properly, to try to identify 
what type of lipids are involved in Parkinson’s. You can find out more and register at 
www.parkinsons.org.uk/walkoxford or contact the Regional Fundraising Team on  
020 7963 3912 or email fundraising@parkinsons.org.uk 

http://www.parkinsons.org.uk/walkoxford
mailto:fundraising@parkinsons.org.uk
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WHEATLEY SOCIETY 
Mary Hall, Chair 

The end of May, June and July saw several, varied, well-attended WS events. The 
May 26th tour of Christ Church led by the Venerable John Morrison allowed 
participants to see not only the public face of the college but also the side more 
familiar to those who live and work there.  

Kevin Heritage revealed further “Secrets of Holton Park” during his walk around 
Heritage Park on June 15th.  

David Keene supported by Alyn Shipton and Tim Davies hosted a sell-out wine-tasting 
evening on Friday June 6th where wines from different regions were paired with food 
prepared by various WS members. 

Chris Sprent’s July walkaround Gt. Haseley and Gt. Milton, attracted 16 members – 
which maybe had something to do with it starting and ending at The Bull! Chris also 
organised the visit to Royal Airforce Benson on July 20th. For many this was a chance 
to see around one of the Chinook helicopters that we often see flying overhead. 

With many on holiday in August there will be just one event – a visit to the Hydro Plant 
at Osney Lock at 2.30pm on Thursday 17th August. Please let me know if you wish to 
participate by the beginning of August – maryelizabethhall@hotmail.com or 01865 
803910. 

On Thursday 28th September at 8pm in the Merry Bells Malcolm Benson will be 
interviewing John Fox for Desert Island Discs which will no doubt draw a full crowd. 
Hope to see you there, in the meanwhile enjoy the summer. 

VOLUNTEER FOR OXFORDSHIRE’S WATER-BLITZ 
Clare Mowbray, Wild Oxfordshire 

Volunteers needed for one day only! Schools, local groups and 
individuals are invited to take part in the county wide water blitz. Check the water 
quality of your local stream, pond, ditch or river and help build a water quality picture 
for Oxfordshire. For your free sampling pack register today by 
emailing hilary@wildoxfordshire.org.uk subject "Waterblitz" and join in on Monday 
2nd October. EarthWatch have volunteered to handle the data and map all results on 
their global water-hub with the resulting data available to everyone involved. 

THE BETTER SUPERHERO 
Ashley Debell, General Manager, Park Sports Centre 

The Better Superhero was at Wheatley Primary School Sports Day on 12th July to 
show his support to the boys and girls taking part in various 
sporting activities. 

There was also a BBQ and raffle all to raise funds for a new 
playground. Better Park Sports Centre also donated some 
prizes for the raffle including a month’s free health and 
fitness membership. 

Superhero said “It was a hot day but it was great to come 
along with my sidekicks to see all the children enjoying 

themselves and competing for the sports day house cup". 

mailto:maryelizabethhall@hotmail.com
javascript:void(0);
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JOHN HOWELL MP WRITES...    Mid-July 2017 

Rarely a week goes by without some story on the NHS being carried in the media. Too 
often we read negative stories about our health services. I was therefore delighted to see 
the publication of an independent report by the Commonwealth Fund which ranked the UK 
health service among the top performers as compared with eleven other high income 
countries.  

This is good news and most of the press agreed. It was therefore sad that others were 
quick to try to shoot it down on the letters pages. I for one am proud of our health service. I 
don’t pretend that there aren’t any problems. I know full well that there are. I often take up 
health issues on behalf of constituents and I meet regularly with health chief executives in 
Oxfordshire to review performance and progress on various issues of concern. It is good to 
know that we are doing well, but this should not stop us trying to do even better and to 
resolve the problem areas.  

In healthcare, we need to keep up with research and be willing to look at new ways of 
doing things. An example I have mentioned before is the new Townlands Hospital in 
Henley which uses the model of ambulatory care and offers a wide range of services. The 
hospital itself has no beds. When a bed is needed they are available in the adjacent new 
care home.  

We also need to be mindful of our ageing population. Our population currently has more 
than three million people aged over 80 years old. By 2030, this figure is projected to almost 
double. Our life expectancy is increasing – an achievement we can all celebrate. However, 
longevity brings with it challenges for the future and healthcare is no exception. I am 
pleased that NHS England is working with Age UK to consider these challenges. 

The issue of public sector pay is or course relevant in the health service as in other public-
sector organisations. I agree that we need to review this on an ongoing basis and am 
pleased that this is being done by independent pay review bodies. This is the right place 
for these reviews to take place. They need to take into account the whole remuneration 
package including fixed annual increments over and above any general percentage 
increase and pensions. Review bodies are already making recommendations to the 
Government. The response will come later in the year when it will be planned and properly 
costed and funded. I await the outcome. 

If you would like to know more about my work please do look at my website 
www.johnhowellmp.com  You can also sign up for my electronic newsletter by emailing me 
at: john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com  Further details of the work of Parliament is 
available on the at www.parliament.uk. As always, I am interested to hear constituent’s 
views on the proposals before the House.  

http://www.johnhowellmp.com/
mailto:john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com
http://www.parliament.uk/
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WHEATLEY DAY BY DAY 

Full details of local organisations can be found in the Wheatley Information Booklet. 
Copies available from the Parish Council office or www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

WEEKLY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon, Tues to Fri. All 
welcome. 
Wheatley Nursery School Every weekday from 8 am to 3 pm 
next to the Primary School in Littleworth Road Contact 01865 
452725. 
Wheatley Pre-School.  Behind the Primary School car park.  
Littleworth Road. Sessions Mon - Fri 9.00 to 11.45 am and 1.00 
to 3.30 pm Call 01865 873687 to visit, to register, or for 
information. 
Sharecare Community Club Age UK Oxfordshire 9.30am - 2pm 
Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays at Holton Village Hall. An 
opportunity for older people to meet with others. Contact Jackie 
Capper, Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or 07827 235 425. 

SUNDAY St Mary the Virgin:  Every Sunday 8 am Holy Communion. 
1st Sunday 10 am Parish Praise.  2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays, 10am 
Sung Eucharist with King’s Club for Children.  4th Sunday 10am 
service is Food Bank Sunday. Please bring a donation for the 
Food Bank. Kings Club for children runs every week apart from 
the 1st Sunday of the month alongside the 10am service. 
URC: Services at 10am. Holy Communion on 1st & 3rd 
Sundays. 1st Sunday is Food Bank Sunday. Afternoon tea on 
1st Sunday, 2.30-4.30pm. 
Wheatley Community Church: Every Sunday 10.30am, Merry 
Bells. 
Our Lady of Lourdes: Vigil Mass now on Saturday at 6pm. 
Little Kickers Football Classes (18 mths-7 yrs), Park Sports 
Centre. Call 07412 480 804 or ktownsend@littlekickers.co.uk 
Wheatley Rugby Club Minis & Juniors Training (6-16yrs) 
10am - noon, Wheatley Playing Field. Contact: 
Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com 

MONDAY SODC Collections: (except Bank Holidays). Food refuse 
weekly; wheelie bins for general waste, recycling waste and 
garden waste on alternate Mondays, see p69 for calendar. 
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm 
Carers and Toddlers.  Every Monday in school term at URC 
Hall, Crown Square 9.30 to 11.30 am. Everyone welcome.  Age 
0 - 3 with adult.  Details: Enid (08165) 872403. 
Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group. Every Monday in the 
Library, 10am - 12noon. Also 2nd Mon in the month 7-9pm. 
Not-So-Young Club, URC Hall. 2-4pm. Every 2 wks - see diary. 
Beaver Scouts, boys and girls aged 6-8, during term time, 5.30-
6.30pm, at the Scout Hut, Holloway Rd (Tel: 01865 874997) 
Brownies meet in the URC Hall 5.30 to 7pm in term time. 
Wheatley Bridge Club, Holton Village Hall, 7pm. 

http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
javascript:void(0);
mailto:Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
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Community Choir, URC Hall, 7.30 to 9 pm in term time. 
Badminton Club, Park Sports Centre 8-10pm. Contact Steve 

07769 827335 

TUESDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon 
Yoga Gold, Holton Village Hall 10-11am 
Get Online SOHA, St Marys Close, 3rd in mth 10am to noon 
Call 01235 515900 or email digital@soha.co.uk to book. 
Wheatley Library open 2-7pm 
St Mary’s Guild meets every 4th Tuesday in the URC Hall, 2.15 
pm.  New members always welcome See Diary for details. 
Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors Training, 7pm, Wheatley 
Playing Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com 
Wheatley Women’s Institute www.wheatleywi.com  Meets on 
the 3rd Tues of each month in the Merry Bells at 7.15pm (except 
no meeting in August and the December meeting is held on the 
2nd Tuesday of the month). New members and visitors are 
welcome at our talks and outings. Contact Jan 01865 558167 
Wheatley Singers in the URC Hall 7.15 – 9pm, all welcome. 
Contact Celia Pagel 01865 872250 
St Mary’s Church open for prayer and reflection 7.30 to 9pm 

WEDNESDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon  

Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm & 2-5pm, coffee morning 
in the library every 1st Wed of the month 10am- noon. 
Parish Office Public Opening.  9.30-11.30am Details: 875615 
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm 
St Mary the Virgin 12 noon, Holy Communion. 
Nordic Walking, Go Active Gold Horspath Village Hall, 2.30pm 
Cub Scouts.  Boys and girls aged 8-10 ½, 6.45 - 8.15 pm, at the 
Scout Hut, Holloway Road.  Contact 01865 874284 
Guides meet in the URC Hall, 7 to 8.30 pm, in term time. 
Holton Table Tennis Club 7- 9pm at Holton Village Hall 
Everyone from 10 years of age upwards, all abilities. 
Great Milton & District Local History Society.  Meetings 4th 
Wednesday of month, Great Milton School 7.30 pm. Non-
members welcome. Details: (01844) 279567 
Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers and Joggers.  7.30-8.30pm, The 
Park Sports Centre, Contact Helen Coombes on 01865 872551 
or 07979 538557 

THURSDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon  
United Reformed Church Mindfulness Sitting Group every 
week 9am - 9.40am. Coffee morning first Thursday 10am - noon   

Wheatley Walks. 10-11am.  Meet at the car park behind 6th 
Form Centre - call Anne on 872628 or Jean on 873430. 
Senior Circuits 10-11am, Holton Village Hall 
Age UK Information Drop-in, free info & advice. 2nd in month, 
Merry Bells 10.30 - 11.30am. Contact: Ruth 07827 235417. 
Wheatley Library open 2-5pm 

mailto:digital@soha.co.uk
mailto:Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
http://www.wheatleywi.com/
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Wheatley Archive Room. The Merry Bells 2-5 pm. 
Xstream.  An after-school club for primary children, 3.15 to 4.30 
pm at the Primary School. 
Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors & Juniors Training, 7pm, 
Wheatley Playing Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com 

Explorer Scouts. Boys and girls aged 14-18, 7-9pm at the 
Scout Hut, Holloway Road (07745 285938) 

FRIDAY 
 

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon 

Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm & 2-6pm 
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm  
Horspath Hub Coffee Morning 10.30am to noon 
Scouts. Boys and girls aged 10 ½ to 14, 7 to 9pm, at the Scout 
Hut, Holloway Rd.  Contact 07745 285938 
St. Mary’s Belltower Practice.  Experienced ringers and 
beginners welcome. St Mary’s Church 7.30-9pm. 01865 872250 

SATURDAY Parish Office Public Opening 9.30-11.30am 
OCC&SODC Cllrs' Surgery, 2nd in mth. Parish Office, 10.30am 
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. Vigil Mass 6pm. Parish Priest; 
The Rev. Canon Mervyn Tower. The Presbytery, Wharton Road, 
Headington OX3 8AJ.  Tel: 01865 672433. 
Scrabble Club.  1st in mth. Start 7.30pm. Details: T.872628 

AUGUST DIARY 

Wednesday 2 Coffee Morning, Wheatley Library, 10am-12pm 

Thursday 3 Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm 
What's your favourite book? Wheatley Library, 3.30pm 

Sunday 6 Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm 

Wednesday 9 Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm 

Thursday 10 Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells, 10.30-11.30am 

Sunday 13 Wheatley Windmill Open Afternoon 2-6pm 

Monday 14 Not so Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm 

Thursday 17 Wheatley Society Visit to Osney Lock, 2.30pm 
Royal British Legion, New Club, 11.30am 

Saturday 19  Merry Bells carpark closes at 1pm (reopens 21 Aug 10am) 

Wednesday 23 Science Oxford event, Wheatley Library, 11am 

SEPTEMBER DIARY 

Saturday 2 Charity Boot,Tiddington Village Hall Playing Field, 9am-12pm 
VPA Annual Show, Merry Bells, open to gen public 2-5pm 

Sunday 3 Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm 

Monday 4 Not so Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm 
Parish Council, Merry Bells, 7.30pm 

Tuesday  5 Term starts at Wheatley Primary School 

Wednesday 6 Term starts at Wheatley Park School 
Coffee Morning, Wheatley Library, 10am-12pm 

mailto:Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
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Thursday 7 Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm 
Wine Circle, Merry Bells, 8pm 

Saturday 9 County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office, 10.30am 

Sunday 10 Wheatley Windmill Open Afternoon 2-6pm 

Tuesday 12 Wheatley Singers Rehearsals start, URC, 7.15pm 
Village Produce Association, Merry Bells 7.30pm 

Wednesday 13 Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm 

Thursday 14 Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells, 10.30-11.30am 

Monday 18 Not so Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm 
Open Spaces Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm 

Tuesday 19 WI, Merry Bells, 7.15pm 

Thursday 21 Wheatley Film Club, Fire Station, 7.30pm 

Sunday 24 Harvest Festival, Wheatley URC, 10.00am 

Tuesday 26 St Mary's Guild, URC Hall, 12.30pm 

Thursday 28 Wheatley Society, Merry Bells, 7.45pm 

Full details of local organisations can be found in the Wheatley Information Booklet. 
Copies available from the Parish Council office or www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

SODC WASTE COLLECTION DIARY AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017 

Collection day is Monday  
(Tuesday when a Bank Holiday) 

Which bin? 

31 July / 14 Aug / Tues 29 Aug Green, brown, food & textiles 

7 Aug / 21 Aug Grey, food & small electrical items 

4 Sept / 18 Sept Grey, food & small electrical items 

11 Sept / 25 Sept Green, brown, food & textiles   

http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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KEY CONTACTS 
Local Governance:   

To report potholes, fly-tipping, 
broken paving, vandalism, etc. 

- fixmystreet.com 

Street light fault line 0800 317802 - 

Oxfordshire CC 01865 792422 oxfordshire.gov.uk 

OCC Family Information Service  08452 262636 fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

OCC Highways  0845 310 1111 highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

County Councillor Kirsten Johnson 07341 271344 kirsten.johnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

South Oxfordshire DC 01235 422422 southoxon.gov.uk 

Missed Bin Collection 03000 610610 admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk 

Bulky Household Waste Collection 01235 422406 waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk 

SODC Housing 01235 422422 housing@southandvale.gov.uk 

SODC Planning Applications 01235 422600 planning@southoxon.gov.uk 

District Councillor Toby Newman 01865 872239 toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk 

Wheatley Parish Council 01865 875615 clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Local information:   

AGE UK contact Janet Carr 01865 875126 janet.carr22@btinternet.com 

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire 03444 111 444 caox.org.uk 

Friends of The Maple Tree CC - info@mapletree.org.uk 

The Merry Bells Village Hall 01865 872073 merrybells.org.uk 

St Mary's Church 01865 872224  vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 

United Reformed Church 01844 215513 secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk 

Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to 
hospital or GP surgery) 

07505 543750 - 

Wheatley Library 01865 875267 wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Wheatley Park Sports Centre 01865 872128 better.org.uk/venues/park 

Wheatley Park School 01865 872441 www.wheatleypark.org 

Wheatley Primary School 01865 872366 www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk 

Services:   

Emergency - Police, Fire, Ambulance 999 - 

Police non-emergency 101 thamesvalley.police.uk 

GP Surgery, Morland House 01865 872448 morland-house.co.uk 

NHS non-emergency 111 nhs.uk 

Gas Emergency 0800 111 999 nationalgrid.com/uk/safety/ 

Electricity Outage  0800 072 7282 sse.co.uk 

Burst pipe or leak 0800 714 614 thameswater.co.uk 

Floodline 0345 988 1188 gov.uk/check-flood-risk 

Transport:   

Comet - for people without access to 
suitable public transport  

01865 323201 oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet 

Arriva (280) Bus 0344 800 4411 arrivabus.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London) 01865 785400 brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk 

Oxford Tube (Buses to London) 01865 772250 oxfordtube.com 

Park & Ride - oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/park-
and-ride 

National Rail Enquiries 03457 484950 nationalrail.co.uk 

http://www.fixmystreet.com/
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
javascript:void(0);
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/
mailto:admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
mailto:waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:housing@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:planning@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:janet.carr22@btinternet.com
http://www.caox.org.uk/
mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
http://merrybells.org.uk/
mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
javascript:void(0);
mailto:wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.better.org.uk/venues/park
http://www.wheatleypark.org/
http://www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk/
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
http://www.morland-house.co.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www2.nationalgrid.com/uk/safety/
http://www.sse.co.uk/
http://www.thameswater.co.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
http://www.arrivabus.co.uk/
http://brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk/
http://www.oxfordtube.com/
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/park-and-ride
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/park-and-ride
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
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