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CHAIR'S COLUMN
Doug Lamont
I have been reminded that the last time that I penned this column for the Parish
Magazine was April 2015 so it does feel somewhat unnerving to have been asked
to serve as Chair for a second time.
A lot has changed and yet nothing has changed in the past two years or so. Only
five of the fifteen councillors who were elected in May 2015 remain in post and
only three remain who also served prior to the 2015 election.
At the October PC meeting, Lizzie Tully and Phil Harrison were co-opted and in
November Martin Shields and Andrew Cooper also joined the council bringing our
total to fourteen, so we still have one vacancy to fill.
Our current complement of councillors encompasses a wide range of skills and
experience and it is encouraging to see a growing contingent of younger faces
around our committee tables. I am optimistic that they will provide stability and
leadership at least until the election in 2019.
Parish councils are increasingly being passed responsibilities formerly undertaken
by county and district but, as you may guess, little or no money accompanies the
responsibility which, in turn, stretches our own budgets.
We are increasingly asked, particularly by SODC, to become involved in or to
respond to various initiatives such as the local plan which in many respects is a
positive thing but I believe we must continue to concentrate on our primary
responsibility to nurture and promote the village and its community and to
represent the interests of Wheatley both locally and at district and county levels.
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CLERK'S COLUMN
Michelle Legg
Since the last edition SODC and OCC have been out undertaking some spring
cleaning along the roads and footpaths, a new noticeboard has been installed
near the Triangle and the play areas have been given a winter coat of
preservative.
We have also welcomed four new councillors; Andrew Cooper, Philip Harrison,
Martin Shields and Lizzie Tully. I am looking forward to working with them
alongside the rest of the Parish Council. If you would like to contact them, please
visit the website www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk for their details.
We do still have one vacancy, which we hope to fill at our next meeting on Mon 4 th
December. If you would like to find out more, please get in touch.
We are also looking to recruit members of the community to help review plans to
improve the Village Square (High St). We will meet on Wed 17th Jan to begin the
review process. If you would like to be involved, please contact me.
With the darker nights, we have seen an increase in the number of complaints
about dog fouling. Please can I urge all dog owners and walkers to make sure
you clear up after your dogs. If out at night, please take a torch with you so you
can see where to clear up any deposits.
On a happier note, I am really looking forward to being involved in next Friday’s
Christmas Fair. Please come along, support your local businesses and join in the
fun. The parish council have organised some Christmas games for everyone to
enjoy. We will be just outside the parish office so do pop over between 4pm and
8pm.
Dates for your Diary - Parish Council Meetings start at 7.30pm
Parish Council

Mon 4th Dec & 8th Jan

Merry Bells Hall

Planning Committee

Wed 13th Dec & 10th Jan

MB Coffee Rm

Finance Committee

Mon 18th Dec

Parish Office

Open Spaces Committee

Mon 15th Jan

Parish Office

The Parish Council Office is open to the public on
Wednesdays and Saturdays mornings 9.30 - 11.30am.
The County and District Councillors' surgery will be held on:
Saturday 9th December and 13th January
10.30 - 11.30am in the Parish Office.

5

6

OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
Kirsten Johnson, County Councillor
This has been a busy time for me in many ways. I have been supporting the
Oxford to Cambridge Expressway Action Group in their advocacy for protecting
our Green Belt. I would prefer money be put into improving existing road
corridors, enhancing and upgrading rail networks and providing good bus
services.
Speaking of bus services, my motion to Full Council on November 7 th calling for
bus services for everyone in the county was passed. Here is the text:
Oxfordshire’s growing population includes increasing numbers of both very young
people and those of retirement age. Both groups are key users of public transport
and especially buses. Public transport has proven environmental benefits in
supporting the county’s move towards a low-carbon future.
The Council calls on Cabinet to work towards:
•

a set of principles whereby every resident has access to daily public
transport. Not only would this help promote the development of
communities, integrate society and allow both young and old to reside
anywhere in the county, it would also be in line with the Local Transport
Plan whereby “accessible bus connections will enable disabled people,
the elderly and those unable to drive to travel more.

•

creating a spider-web of bus networks within the county, with key hubs
linking the strands. These hubs, serving the rural villages, would be
intrinsic to connecting our towns and Oxford city. The buses would range
in sizes, from minivans to full-scale buses, depending on demand.

This Council asks Cabinet to write to bus companies encouraging them to run a
hub network in which all bus services should be frequent and reliable. Differing
operating models such as co-operative, mutual and social enterprise models
should be encouraged in providing these services with new technological
innovations, for example, an app-based hail-n-ride can be part of the solution.
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WHEATLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REPORT
MID-OCTOBER TO MID-NOVEMBER 2017
John Fox, Chairman
WNP put to the Community its Draft Plan for Public Consultation between 10 May and
30 June (8 weeks). SODC responded to the Draft on 27 July. 9 hours of intense
discussion followed between Aug – October. We have the full attention of our key
adviser, Ricardo Rios, who has impressed the Committee. A formal apology came
from SODC through Ricardo for past negligent silence. Our Draft Plan supports the
Brookes Site strategic housing development (if it happens), but seeks a bridge link
(cycles and pedestrians) over the A40 and an honouring of the SODC '300 homes'
figure first announced in June 2016 and never dropped. The Draft raises other
warnings and suggestions too.
You may have attended SODC's Local Plan Final Version exhibition at the Merry Bells
on Thursday 9 November. It was the final Public Consultation prior to government
inspection of the proposed LP later in 2018. WNP held its Public Consultation, MayJune, 2017 and expect to submit its Final Version early in 2018. WNP is subject to the
policies of the LP. A 'made' WNP has to comply with a final approved LP. As the two
drafts are hammered out over a long period, inevitably they side-swipe each other,
representations are made, the dents hammered out but LP policies have the last
word. However, Neighbourhood consultations can also help to re-shape the LP at
Draft stage with detailed local knowledge and measured Neighbourhood consultations
at ground level.
This is happening / has happened right now. WNP currently supports in principle the
OBU housing development and Railway site proposals for Ladder Hill. It has made its
duty to comment on both in its role as a soon-to-be statutory body. These are a matter
of record. However, houses may never land at Holton. A corporate body might buy the
site. We might then have to find a housing allocation of 200 or so houses with which
we began in January 2016. We will cross those bridges when we come to them.
The WNP project is now nearly two years old. What will Wheatley get out of it? Our
May-June Draft NP proposed improvements in the East end industrial area and a light
industry revamp at Littleworth to help improve the roadway and the parking there and
also the Littleworth Green infrastructure hosting locally built affordable housing.
SODC's best advice is to complete and submit the WNP as soon as possible, without
these Wheatley proposals, but stating our intention to review and re-submit as soon
as the Final LP is approved later in 2018. SODC have openly backed them word for
word in the Final Draft LP 2033 and you saw the prominent Wheatley display placard
on 9 November. WNP has no authority to propose or remove Green Belt status which
is a Strategic matter. It can only come from the Planning authority. The Draft LP
proposes it for us instead. With our WNP hopefully 'made' in Spring 2018, and a
'hook' within it explaining our plans to review as soon as the LP passes Inspection
later in 2018, we hope to be able to offer a robust and positive WNP to the community.
It has been a tortuous road, sometimes fogbound too, but WNP Committee is
optimistic, and with good grounds. Thanks for the encouragements!
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WHEATLEY CHALGROVE NEIGHBOURHOOD
POLICE TEAM REPORT
Between the 1st of October 2017 and 31st of October 2017
Thames Valley Police received 70 calls to the Wheatley area, these related to the
following:
•
•
•
•

41 miscellaneous calls
2 calls relating to anti-social behavior, including Kelham Hall Drive
24 calls relating to parking or traffic related issues
3 calls relating to shop lifting/ theft

Miscellaneous calls contain sensitive information which we cannot disclose. This may
relate to domestic incidents or missing persons for example.
We advise residents to continue to call, when any activity deemed suspicious is
seen. The non-emergency number is 101.
Due to the earlier dark evenings in the winter months, we would like to take this
opportunity to advise residents of the importance of making sure properties and
vehicles are securely locked. Please remove any valuables that are on show through
windows to deter opportunists.
We have recently seen an increase in thefts from motor vehicles. Please ensure
you do not leave your sat nav or anything else on show when leaving your
vehicle unattended.
WheatleyChalgroveNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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THE HISTORY FILE
THE REFORMATION: EARLY DAYS IN WHEATLEY
John Fox
In 1517, Martin Luther nailed demands for church reform on a German church
door, which was the local noticeboard. 500 miles away, Oxfordshire was no
better than Saxony. 'Whateley', Abingdon Abbey property for 600 years and a
chapel-of-ease from Cuddesdon, lay in the valley between Holton and Cuddesdon
parishes. Church Cottage had no priest for decades but a friar appeared on
Sundays. Cortèges and weddings had to climb the 'Ladder' to Cuddesdon. In
1518 the Bishop of Lincoln - 130 miles away - found 112 of Oxfordshire's 141
churches 'dilapidated' and 52 without clergy, including Wheatley, Holton,
Garsington and Cuddesdon. Sunday attendance was low and church money,
even the Poor Rate, was being syphoned off by gentry and absent clergy.
Rome began some reforms. Cardinal Wolsey (a bishop, but absent from two
dioceses) closed uneconomic religious houses like Littlemore Convent and St
Frideswide's Priory, confiscating Minchery [Nuns'] Farm and Minchin [Nuns']
Court but the book-printing revolution of the 1470s needed to be considered.
Bishops still banned English translations of the Bible lest ordinary folk 'stick God's
finger in their own eye' and challenge authority. If religious print was suspect,
biblical books were illegal. The London – Gloucester wool road (A40) had been a
religious information highway since the 1400s. Woolpacks concealed books;
merchants, some from Europe, met a range of farmers, artisans and bookpeddlers; people talked books, as we talk I.T.
In 1520, Thomas Baker of Wheatley attended a wedding at Burford. In a suspect
house on the suspect highway, he browsed the Gospel of Nicodemus, a 4th
century forgery. Informers told the Bishop but it was not an illegal book, just
suspect. No punishment was recorded, no neck placard, no bundle of warning
firewood on the back but the charge was noted and the Reformation was just
beginning.
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AGE UK OXFORDSHIRE’S COMMUNITY
INFORMATION NETWORK
Rachel Poole
I work with the Community Information Network, which is part of Age UK
Oxfordshire. My role involves visiting communities like Wheatley, bringing along
with me information on where people can get advice on a whole range of
subjects. We have information
about activities that take place in
your local area such as lunch
clubs, coffee mornings and
exercise classes. We provide IT
lessons and gadget Drop In’s
around the county and also
bereavement support groups
called Late Spring.
We also have leaflets on many
subjects such as how to go about
setting up Power of Attorney,
claiming Pension Credit and
Attendance Allowance, how to go
about finding a Care home or Care Agency and how to get support as a Carer or
if you’ve been bereaved, to name just a few.
We can also signpost to other organisations such as Carers Oxfordshire and
Dementia Oxfordshire and offer a free Information and Advice Helpline which can
organise home visits where appropriate, to assist with benefit forms. I attend the
coffee morning at The Merry Bells on the second Thursday of the month 10.3012.00pm.
Please drop in for free advice, information and support and come and see what is
going on in your local area. Alternatively feel free to contact me on 07827 235460
or by email rachelpoole@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
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WHEATLEY FILM CLUB
Peter Bayliss
Wheatley Film Club ended the 2017 programme in
November and we are now looking forward to next year.
Following a poll of the membership the schedule is now on the website. As this
year, where we had a variety of films, like Schindler’s List, Hannah and Her
Sisters and Atonement, 2018 will bring us a wide range to look forward to! There
is something for everyone, here on your doorstep at the Fire Station.
The next show will be The English Patient, on Thursday 18th January at
7.30pm. To join the club either go to the website and follow the instructions, or
just turn up at one of our film nights and you can join straight away. For more
information see our website www.wheatleyfilmclub,org or email
info@wheatleyfilmclub.org
We would like to thank Wheatley Estates and Richer Sounds for their support,
and especially thank Mark Keely and all at the Fire Station who have helped us so
generously over the past two years. We are proud to support the Fire Fighters
Charity.
CHARITY FIRE ENGINE PULL
Mike Baker, Wheatley Fire Station
Wheatley
Fire Station crew are arranging a
charity Fire Engine Pull for
Saturday 14 July 2018.
Could you get a team of 10
together to pull a fire engine?
Would you like to help fundraise
for The Fire Fighters Charity and
a charity personal to you?
If you're interested in taking part,
teams can register or find out
more information by emailing mark.keely@oxfordshire.gov.uk
MACMILLAN QUIZ 2018
Sue Coombes
Many of you were regular participants in the annual Macmillan Quiz which was
organised by Dorothy Bell who, sadly, passed away earlier this year. I am pleased
to report that the quiz will be happening again in the Merry Bells on Friday 23rd
February 2018.
Doors will be open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. There will be tables of 8, bring your
own nibbles and drinks. Tickets are £10 each, please book in advance by calling
Sue Coombes on 07870 742139.
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WHEATLEY WI www.wheatleywi.com
Joyce Coveley
Eric Knowles, TV antiques expert, was the star speaker of the year when he
visited Wheatley W.I. in October. His relaxed, humorous and friendly approach,
suggesting that most of us were of an age to remember liberty bodices(!!) made
an excellent introduction to a hilarious talk. Eric examined a series of “treasures"
brought in by members, giving interesting information as well as a
valuation. Sadly, there were no great/valuable finds but Eric was stumped by a
1m long, glass stick filled with minute, coloured beads arranged in a pattern which
appeared to roll down as the stick was moved.
By the time you read this, members will have taken part in the annual
Remembrance Day parade and service on 12th November, serving refreshments
in the Merry Bells afterwards where a beautiful Poppy Wreath made by the Craft
Club will be displayed. Members will also have enjoyed an evening of Christmas
Craft making with Amy Surman on 21st November and be busy preparing for the
Wheatley Christmas Fayre on 1st December. Do come along to this and try the
"everyone a winner" Chocolate Tombola or buy seasonal preserves and jams all
made by WI members fair hands. Profits go to this year’s charity Maggie's Cancer
Centre at the Churchill.
The December meeting is our usual Christmas party taking place on the second
Tuesday (16th Dec) rather than the third Tuesday of the month. 2018 starts with
a talk by Roger Hardy, Middle East correspondent for BBC World Service on 16th
January, 7.15pm at the Merry Bells.

19

20

THE SHOTOVER SCHOOL STAFF
E Morgan-Jones
I came to Wheatley in September 1963 and joined the staff of the Shotover
School (later to become Wheatley Park Lower School and then Wheatley Primary
School). The photograph on the front cover was taken in the mid-1960s and I
wonder how many Wheatley residents can identify the staff! Some I cannot
remember as they left around the time the photograph was taken.
Front Row (left to right):
??, Mr Henry Tong (Science & Environment Science),
Mrs M Anson (Needlework), Mr Ray Allen (Deputy Head, Geography),
Mr F Anson (Headmaster), Miss S Jones (Deputy Head, History/Library),
Mr R Green (Mathematics), Mr R Howes (Woodwork), Mr A Sternberg (Art)
Back Row (left to right):
??, Mrs A Evans (Office Skills), Mrs I Perkins (Secretary), ??, ??,
Mr C Adams (French), Mr G West (Metalwork), ??, ??,
Mr E Morgan-Jones (Science & Environment Science), Mr T Francis (PE),
Miss M Williams (Music),??
A merit for all those unidentified staff you can name! See me.
Happy days, Taff Morgan-Jones.
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SUSTAINABLE WHEATLEY
Tim Blightman
Many thanks to all those who came along to our Apple Day at the Merry Bells on Oct
28th, especially those who helped.
The apple crop this year seems to have been extremely bountiful and came a little
earlier than usual. Over the autumn period a team of volunteers visited 15 gardens
around the village, harvesting the fruit (mostly apples) from over 20 trees; in total we
picked 1.2 tonnes, over twice as much as last year.
Most of the fruit was distributed for free - the bulk taken from baskets placed outside
Cornfield Bakery (eaters) and Ochre Cafe (cookers), but also given to Wheatley
Primary School, Maple Tree Children's Centre, Triangle Nursing Home, Oxford Food
Bank, Wheatley WI and Wheatley Lunch Club.
We had about 300 kg left for pressing outside The Merry Bells and residents brought
an additional 112 kg on the day. During the day we crushed about two-thirds of these
and made 168 bottles of juice, of which 139 were pasteurised. We had a private
session the following week to crush the remaining apples and made a further 82
bottles giving us a nice round total of 250 bottles!
All those who contributed to the whole project have been rewarded with some of these
bottles and we would like to give particular thanks (Oscar ceremony style) to the
following: residents who offered their trees; all the pickers; helpers on the day; the
pubs/cafes/residents of Wheatley who collected bottles; Cornfield Bakery and Ochre
cafe for their great help in displaying fruit on the High Street; the URC for gazebos; all
those who made cakes which we sold on the day to help cover our costs; That’s
Oxfordshire TV and The Oxford Mail for publicising the activity; my Mum and Dad
without whom I wouldn’t be here to write this article.
Finally, special thanks to Paul Edson who designed and printed the labels for the
bottles and provided us with many crates for collecting the fruit.
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‘ROSENCRANTZ AND GUILDENSTERN ARE DEAD’
ST MARYS CHURCH – APRIL 2018
Peter Fanning
A production of Tom Stoppard’s dazzling comedy ‘Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are
Dead’ is scheduled for 13th and 14th April 2018 at St Mary’s Church, Wheatley.
The play will be directed by Peter Fanning and
will include many of the team that recently staged
‘Joseph and His Amazing Technicolour
Dreamcoat’ and ‘Godspell’.
We are looking for actors, male and female, to
take part. Auditions will take place in St Mary’s
Church on Saturday 9th December between
2.30 and 4pm. Please come! Anyone who is
unable to make this date and who wishes to be
considered for the production should email: peterafanning@gmail.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO TEACH DIGITAL SKILLS
Naomi Slade
Digital helpers teach basic digital skills to people with little or no experience of using
the internet such as how to set up an email account, search for jobs, complete online
forms, find useful websites and e-learning courses. Could you volunteer? If you are
patient, have good communication skills, enjoy working with learners of all ages and
can spare a few hours a week, we want you! Schedules can work around you so that
you can fit it around your busy life. Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/digitalhelper or
contact your library to find out more.
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IT’S TIME FOR PANTOMIME!
Ian Germain
As many of you know, we are finally returning to our ‘spiritual home’, Wheatley
Primary School, for this year’s Pantomime, 'Jack and the Beanstalk’, with all of
your favourite characters played by a cast of huge local talent, literally aged from
8 to 80!
Following on from our successes with The Dragon of Wheatley and most recently
Sleeping Beauty, we have kept to the same formula of a traditional pantomime,
with lots of audience participation and local references.
You will meet Daisy the Cow with our Dame, our Principal Boy and Simple Simon
taking on the Pantomime Demon, with the help of a Fairy Queen, Grumpy King
and wonderful Princess supported by a cast of thousands. Well there’s a lot of
‘em but you’ll just have to come and see for yourself. See the 'Notice Board' in
this newsletter for further details. In the meantime, we look forward to seeing you
at the Primary School in January. Oh yes, we will!
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WHEATLEY LIBRARY AND FRIENDS GROUP
Wendy Stanton, Library Manager
On October 18th, we had a lovely morning of poetry being
read aloud. Wheatley Library Friends Group selected a
few beautiful pieces and a local actor came in to
contribute his élan to the event. December 1st was a
speaker event featuring Anne Ledwith and stories about
local war veterans. The event was well attended and a
big thank you goes out to everyone who played a part in
the success of these local gatherings.
Dates to note:
Every Thursday 3.30pm: Story Times for children under the age of 6. Children
must be accompanied by an adult.
Friday 1st December 4pm-8pm: Book and Craft sale
1st December – 23rd December: Children’s colourings and craft
27th December – 30th December: For the first time, Wheatley Library will be open
between Christmas and New Year.
Wednesday 7th February 2018 at 10:30: “Trials, Tribulations and Triumphs”
Between 1997 and 2010, in collaboration with local authors, Roger Simmonds
wrote and led the staging of three operas for, and by, the Wheatley community.
Come and hear about the rollercoaster ride that was writing and co-producing
“The Enchanted Loom” – based on a novel by Raymond Vernède, “Letters to
Paola” to a Libretto by Robert Avery and “Poet and Plumber” to a Libretto by Kit
Arnold.
Regular Friends of Wheatley Library events: Morning craft sessions weekly,
evening craft sessions monthly, drawing group weekly sessions during term time,
Computer Buddy sessions fortnightly, talks with coffee every 3 months
Book club: One of the Book Clubs based at our library still has space for a new
member (or two). Please speak to staff if you are interested.
Search for Friends of Wheatley Library on Facebook to know what is happening
and when.
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SUPPORT FOR LOCAL PEOPLE INTO EMPLOYMENT
Liz Roberts
Soha Housing, based in Didcot, is offering training to people – whether or not
they’re a Soha tenant – to help them into employment. Soha’s Launchpad
project, funded by the European Social Fund offers:
• Individual employment support – An individual assessment to identify the
right support to help applicants get a job. This includes referral to any support
agencies where required.
• Training – Soha works with training providers and other agencies to identify
and deliver training that best helps applicants towards a job. Training is held at
Soha's head office in Didcot, in the community or online.
• Getting online – Targeted training to give those it supports the tools to search
and apply for jobs online as well as preparing for interviews. Soha also runs
free, regular public sessions for anyone wanting to ‘go digital’ for the first time,
or increase the computer skills they already have. Sessions take place
monthly at St Mary’s Close, Wheatley. On 19 December and 16 January,
Soha is there ready to support you from 10am till noon as long as you let them
know you’re coming.
You can find out more about Soha’s Launchpad support and training and book
for Get Online by contacting Soha’s Resident Involvement Team on
ri@soha.co.uk or on Freephone 0800 014 15 45.
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YOUR WHEATLEY VILLAGE ARCHIVES
Steph Cox
Where in Wheatley is this? Can you
identify where this photo was taken?
Notice the way the tree has grown
around the rail. Answers please to
Wheatley Village Archives at:
wheatleyarchive@gmail.com
Perhaps you have a photo we could
use in this spot? If so please send to
Wheatley Village Archives.
Have you been to the Archive room
in the Merry Bells yet? Open
Thursday afternoons in the Merry
Bells 2pm-5pm.
THE COFFEE ROOM
Anne Ledwith
The Coffee Room friends will be
going up to the King’s Arms for their Christmas lunch on Wednesday 6 th
December 2017. Please let me have your name if you wish to come. Jason our
local butcher will provide the meat for the draw.
Our Christmas Party will be on Friday 22nd December 2017 between 10am and 12
noon. We hope you will come along and enjoy a mince pie (and lots of other nice
food) with us.
On Wednesdays we have arranged for the Comet bus to pick people up in the
village who find it difficult to get to the Merry Bells. You would be dropped off
about 10.45am at the Coffee Room and picked up at 12 noon to return home.
Please let me know if you would like to use the bus.
Anne Ledwith 07742 591545.
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Morland House Surgery will be closed for training from 11am to 1.30pm on
Wednesday 6th December. If medical assistance is required during these
hours please use the 111 service for non-emergencies and advice, or call the
usual surgery number 01865 872448 for emergencies.
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NATIONAL SERVICE (ROYAL AIR FORCE) ASSOCIATION: BERKSHIRE,
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE AND OXFORDSHIRE BRANCH
Peter Jackson
Our local branch of the National Association meet in the New Club several times
a year at lunchtime from 11.30am to 2.15pm. At every meeting we have a
speaker and lunch. The branch has some 60 members from our three counties
and Oxfordshire provides a high proportion of these. At our most recent meeting
on 25th October, 47 members, three of them accompanied by their wives, came
along to hear a fascinating talk on the history of RAF Abingdon.
We also arrange visits to places of aviation interest and overall we try to have an
event every month culminating with a lavish Christmas lunch in the New Club.
Our most recent visit was in October to the RAF Upper Heyford Heritage Centre.
Most members are ex-RAF National Service, though several served for longer
and we also have some members who were in the Army and a few who were not
in the armed forces. The atmosphere is very friendly and lively.
If you are interested in any aspect of aviation and would like to meet other RAF
National Servicemen and ex-soldiers do come along and try us out. Our members
who live in Wheatley also belong to the Wheatley Branch of the Royal British
Legion and the two organisations co-operate with members attending each
others‘ meetings.
For more information please contact Peter Jackson, 110 Church Road, Wheatley,
tel. 01865 873246, e-mail: peterjackson25@hotmail.com

35

38

FROM THE VICAR
Revd Nigel Hawkes
The world seems a very uncertain place at present. Climate change looms over
us and there seems to be little international will to do anything about it – or we
simply don’t know what to do. Kim Jong Un of North Korea and Donald Trump of
the USA are at loggerheads and playing a dangerous game of chicken. The UK’s
exit from the European Union is stealing up on us rapidly and no one can tell us
quite what life will be like afterwards. House prices are so high that our young
people cannot manage to make their own home. And I could go on, but you don’t
need me to tell you that there’s some difficult stuff out there.
What I can tell you is that living has always been full of difficulties, sometimes
more than at other times, and that humanity is faced with the challenge of making
choices that make things better. Those choices are for us as individuals, and for
us, together, as communities and nations. The Good News is that God loves us,
his people, and wants us to be able to make the best choices, so that we can live
full lives, knowing that we are loved. God sent Jesus, his own Son, to show us
how to live lives that put love at the heart of all that we do. God put his Son, a
baby, into the care of ordinary people like you and me, trusting them to help him
grow to maturity. That Son, Jesus, then taught us and showed us the ways of
love, and gave us hope.
In the midst of the dark winter days, may you know the hope of the Christ child.
Dates for your diary: St Mary the Virgin, Wheatley
• Advent Crafts 2nd Dec 10am
• Christingle Service 3rd Dec 4pm
• Village Carol Service 17th Dec 6pm
• Crib Service 24th Dec 4pm
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NEWS FROM WHEATLEY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Zena Knight
With the Christmas period fast approaching, we wish everyone a happy and
peaceful time.
On Sunday, Christmas Eve, we have our usual 10am service, but it will be a time
of carols and readings. On Christmas Day, a short service will begin at 9.15am.
Prior to these, on Thursday, 21 December at 6pm there is to be a “Longest Night”
Service reflecting on what we usually call the “Shortest Day”. It aims to create a
sacred space for those experiencing emotional trauma or loss in their lives and for
whom the Christmas period is a difficult time. The service will have a reflective and
meditative feel with readings, music, meditations and the offering of candles in
memory and will last about 40-45 minutes.
The dates for Sunday afternoon teas are 3 December and 7 January from 2.304.30pm in the Church Hall. Enjoy chat, teas and delicious cakes. Coffee mornings
are on Thursday, 7 December and 4 January from 10am-12pm, again in the hall.
All are welcome to join us.
Dates for your diary - Christmas Services at the URC:
•

Longest Night Service, Thursday, 21 Dec 6.00pm

•

Carol Service, Sunday, 24 December, 10.00am

•

Christmas Day Service, 9.15am
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WHEATLEY RUGBY CLUB UPDATE
Gavin Belcher
With the rugby season well under way at the Holton Playing Fields we have seen
some great rugby from our Colts, 2nd team and 1st team. Our colts section had a
fantastic 42-24 win over Abingdon which saw Connor Cuff scoring 22 of those points,
with other tries coming from Atul, Charlie and Alex! The team have been putting in
some strong performances throughout their debut season, with a number of the older
players starting to step up occasionally to senior rugby, fulfilling our goal of fielding a
Colts side.
The second team have had a mixed bag of fortune, with a couple of wins and a few
narrow losses. However, a superb 53-5 win over Didcot has kicked started the second
team's campaign. Wheatley 1st team have adjusted to life well in the new league and
have made their presence known, with the newly promoted side sitting mid table
with three great wins against much larger towns.
With training, that takes place every Tuesday and Thursday at 7pm, seeing 30+
players in attendance, hot showers, hot food and the occasional cake, Wheatley rugby
is ever improving on and off the pitch. However, we as a club are keen to build on our
recent success and are always looking for new players aged 16 and up, volunteers or
supporters. For all enquiries please contact Peter Ramsdale peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com

FUNCTIONAL FITNESS MOT
Conor Grogan, Go Active Gold
A free functional fitness MOT has been organised for people aged 55 and
over on Thursday 30 November,10am–12pm at the Horspath Community
Hub. Contact: Conor.Grogan@southandvale.gov.uk or call: 07717 326660.
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OXFORD ARTWEEKS "WINTER WONDERLAND" STAINED GLASS
Jackie Birchall
Glass is the perfect artistic medium for Christmas because it’s traditional, the bright
colours bring good cheer and sparkle, they add a touch of magic! Glass comes in
every colour in the rainbow and then some, it’s incredible the way it changes with the
addition of light – suddenly the colours are alive in a way you just don’t see with other
materials.
For Artweeks, I have turned the conservatory into a Christmas Grotto, with holly, ivy
and mistletoe, strings of fairy-lights, both the real things and some I’ve created from
glass. There’s a traditional nativity corner, with Mary, Joseph, shepherds and king
figures and all the animals hand-crafted from glass against a stained glass stable
backdrop with the star above. Although it’s a winter wonderland, with white angels and
snowmen and a gingerbread house in glass as a centrepiece, there are some
landscape and abstract panels to throw a new light all year round.
Come along on November 24th-26th, December 1st -3rd and 8th-10th, 11am–5pm,
Ambrose Cottage, Holton, Oxford, OX33 1PS. See www.artweeks.org for more
information or call Jackie on 07773 623973.

COME AND SING IN HARMONY
Do you love to sing, but are not actively involved in music making at the moment? Do
you sing already, but would like to try something new in 2018? Harmony InSpires, an
all-female Cappella chorus based in Appleton, invites women of all ages to join a
FREE evening course in a Cappella harmony singing on 7th, 14th and 21st February
2018. Find out more at: www.harmonyinspires.org or email sing@harmonyinspires.org
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COULD YOU HELP A CHILD TO READ?
ARCh (Assisted Reading for Children) is a local registered charity
which operates in Oxfordshire primary schools to help children
who are struggling with reading.
Could you help a child and
change their life forever? All it
takes is one and a half hours twice a week during the
school day as an ARCh volunteer in a primary school
near you! You don’t need any qualifications, just
patience, enthusiasm and kindness. We have schools
waiting for volunteers. Full training is given and we
provide ongoing support and reimburse travel
expenses. To find out more: Visit our website
www.archoxfordshire.org.uk or telephone us on 01869
320380 or email info@archoxfordshire.org.uk
The charity obtains enhanced DBS checks on all volunteers before placement.
DON’T MISS OUT – WORKING PARENTS OF 3 & 4 YEAR OLDS
Working parents of 3 & 4-year-old children may be entitled to 30 hours free childcare
per week. This includes those who are self-employed and some parents on zero hours
contracts. To find out if you are eligible visit https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk
To join those already benefiting apply by the beginning of December for a January
start. The Family Information Service has information about childcare providers in your
area. Visit https://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk
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WHEATLEY SOCIETY
Mary Hall, Chair
Members and Guests enjoyed a wide variety of activities during the autumn
months. Desert Island Discs with John Fox interviewed by Malcolm Benson saw a
full house. Maggie Guy and Veronica Cowdrey’s repeat of “Are your affairs in
order?” attracted an interested afternoon audience. Geoff Coleman’s fascinating
recounting of the development of Cornfield confirmed the view that running your
own business is hard work, full of unexpected obstacles but ultimately very
rewarding.
Wheatley Society and the Royal British Legion joined forces to attend the wide
ranging and thought-provoking WW1 Commemoration Talk given by Professor Sir
Adam Roberts, “Learning by Burning – Lessons from the First World War”. Peter
Devlin provided a display of some letters from the front that had come into his
possession – their constraint and positive spirit made them all the more moving.
Finally, the annual Clever Clogs Quiz brought the year’s activities to a conclusion
with John Duffelen challenging us to recall the vast amount of general knowledge
that is always on the tip of our tongues.
Events will start up again in January with Arthur Maddox talking to us. His
“Events from a Career in the Diplomatic Service” spanning many postings will be
on Thursday 18th January. The AGM on Friday 9th February will be supported by a
presentation from Bill Jackson and Alan Cowie entitled “Philately will get you
everywhere”. Both will be in the Merry Bells 7.45 for 8pm.
We are currently putting together the programme for next year and your
suggestions would mean that the programme really will entertain and inform you
all.

Yoga, Pilates, Table Tennis, Art, Line Dancing, Computer Classes, Creative Writing,
a Garden Club and it`s a perfect venue for small parties.
NEW: Yoga class on Monday Evenings
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THE MAPLE TREE: A GREAT FIRST FEW MONTHS
- IT'S ALL GO!
Hayley Hayle, Centre Co-ordinator
There's lots happening at The Maple Tree, Littleworth Road,
Wheatley. If you have a few spare hours a week/month on your
hands, pop along and get involved! Here's a list of sessions we have going on every
week... plus more.
Carers and Toddlers Session - Starting Monday mornings from January 2018. We
are delighted to announce that Ann Ashmore’s Carers and Toddler group will be
moving from the URC Church, Wheatley to the Maple Tree. Watch out for more details
and times.
Once Upon A Rhymetime: Join us on Tuesday mornings 10-11:30am. Our regular
weekly Sing-along and Storytime Session for 0-5’s. If you’re interested in being one of
our storytellers, or can play a musical instrument and fancy helping with this session,
please get in touch with Hayley, email: hayley.hayle@mapletree.org.uk
Twins Group - 1st Tuesday of every month 1-2.30pm, we look forward to seeing you!
Well Baby Clinic - Wednesday Mornings 9:30-11am. The Maple Tree welcomes the
Health Visitor Skillset Team for a baby weigh in and advise session. This is
accompanied by the new Wheatley Sling Library and Cloth Nappy Hire Service and
we are introducing a new Expectant Mothers Group to this session as well.
Early Days Course: In addition to this, the Health Visitor team will be running a 5week Early Days course at the Maple Tree in February and again in July next year.
Stay and Play - Thursdays 9:15-11:30am. We’ve brought back the fun, messy, stay
and play session for 0-5’s, and it has really taken off! Our session includes a planned
play session plus a healthy snack, and a nursery rhymes sing-a-long at the end.
Baby and Child First Aid Course - Monday 8th January 6.30 - 8.30pm at the cost of
£15 per person. Please contact Hayley if you would like to book a place on this
course.
Centre Hire: Please email bookings@mapletree.org.uk if you wish to hire the space
for your group/special occasion for more details.
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WHEATLEY COMMUNITY CHURCH
Gordon Ewbank
Everyone is always welcome at events at WCC. As well as regular Sunday services,
we run ‘specials’, most recently a men’s wine-tasting and croquet evening, a very
moving women’s breakfast and
a packed-out Christmas Craft
Evening. At 10.30 on Sundays,
in the Merry Bells, we’re looking
forward to celebrating Christmas
with Carols led by our kids and
youth on the 17th December, a
special family-friendly Christmas
celebration on the 25th (kids
bring a present to show), and
dedicating the coming year (and
ourselves) to God on New
Year’s Eve. Do come and join
us!
Find out more about us and our plans at www.wheatleycommunitychurch.org We're
amazed that it's now two years since we started gathering every week as a
community: this photo of our second anniversary celebrations captures something of
our excitement, young and old(er)!
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WHEATLEY DAY BY DAY
Full details of local of local clubs, societies and organisations can be found in
the Wheatley Information Booklet. Copies available from the Parish Council
office or www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
WEEKLY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon, Tues to Fri. All
welcome.
Wheatley Nursery School Every weekday from 8 am to 3 pm next
to the Primary School in Littleworth Road Contact 01865 452725.
Wheatley Pre-School. Behind the Primary School car park.
Littleworth Road. Sessions Mon - Fri 9.00 to 11.45 am and 1.00 to
3.30 pm Call 01865 873687 to visit, to register, or for information.
Sharecare Community Club Age UK Oxfordshire 9.30am - 2pm
Mondays & Wednesdays at Holton Village Hall. An opportunity for
older people to meet with others. Contact Jackie Capper,
Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or 07827 235 425.

SUNDAY

St Mary the Virgin: Every Sunday 8 am Holy Communion.
1st Sunday 10 am Parish Praise. 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays, 10am Sung
Eucharist with King’s Club for Children. 4th Sunday 10am service is
Food Bank Sunday. Please bring a donation for the Food Bank.
Kings Club for children runs every week apart from the 1 st Sunday of
the month alongside the 10am service.
URC: Services at 10am. Holy Communion on 1st & 3rd Sundays.
1st Sunday is Food Bank Sunday. Afternoon tea on 1st Sunday,
2.30-4.30pm.
Wheatley Community Church: Every Sunday 10.30am, Merry
Bells.
Our Lady of Lourdes: Vigil Mass now on Saturday at 6pm.
Little Kickers Football Classes (18 mths-7 yrs), Park Sports
Centre. Call 07412 480 804 or ktownsend@littlekickers.co.uk
Wheatley Rugby Club Minis & Juniors Training (6-16yrs) 10am noon, Wheatley Playing Field. Contact:
Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com

MONDAY

SODC Collections: (except Bank Holidays). Food refuse weekly;
wheelie bins for general waste, recycling waste and garden waste
on alternate Mondays, see p69 for calendar.
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm
Carers and Toddlers. Every Monday in school term at URC Hall,
Crown Square 9.30-11.30am. Age 0-3 with adult. [note: moving to
The Maple Tree in Jan 18, contact info@mapletree.org.uk ]
Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group. Every Monday in the
Library, 10am - 12noon. Also 2nd Mon in the month 7-9pm.
Not-So-Young Club, URC Hall. 2-4pm. Every 2 wks - see diary.
Beaver Scouts, boys and girls aged 6-8, during term time, 5.306.30pm, at the Scout Hut, Holloway Rd (Tel: 01865 874997)
Brownies meet in the URC Hall 5.30 to 7pm in term time.
Wheatley Bridge Club, Holton Village Hall, 7pm.
Community Choir, URC Hall, 7.30 to 9 pm in term time.
Badminton Club, Park Sports Centre 8-10pm. Contact Steve 07769
827335
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TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
Once Upon a Rhymetime, Maple Tree, Littleworth Rd, 10-11.30am
Get Online SOHA, St Marys Close, 3rd in mth 10am to noon
Call 01235 515900 or email digital@soha.co.uk to book.
Twins Group, Maple Tree, 1st Tues of each month, 1 - 2.30pm
Wheatley Library open 2-7pm
St Mary’s Guild meets every 4th Tuesday in the URC Hall, 2.15pm.
New members always welcome.
Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors Training, 7pm, Wheatley Playing
Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
Wheatley Women’s Institute www.wheatleywi.com 3rd Tues of the
month in the Merry Bells at 7.15pm (no meeting in Aug and the Dec
meeting is held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month). New members
and visitors welcome at talks and outings. Contact Jan on 558167
Wheatley Singers in the URC Hall 7.15 – 9pm, all welcome.
Contact Celia Pagel 01865 872250
St Mary’s Church open for prayer and reflection 7.30 to 9pm
Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
Well Baby Clinic, Maple Tree, Littleworth Rd, 9.30 - 11am
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm & 2-5pm, coffee morning in
the library every 1st Wed of the month 10am- noon.
Parish Office Public Opening. 9.30-11.30am T.01865 875615
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm
St Mary the Virgin 12 noon, Holy Communion.
Cub Scouts. Boys and girls aged 8-10 ½, 6.45 - 8.15 pm, at the
Scout Hut, Holloway Road. Contact 01865 874284
Guides meet in the URC Hall, 7 to 8.30 pm, in term time.
Everyone from 10 years of age upwards, all abilities.
Great Milton & District Local History Society. Meetings 4th
Wednesday of month, Great Milton School 7.30 pm. Non-members
welcome. Details: 01844 279567
Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers & Joggers. 7.30-8.30pm, Park Sports
Centre, Contact Helen Coombes 01865 872551 / 07979 538557
Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
Stay & Play, Maple Tree, Littleworth Rd, 9.15 - 11.30am
United Reformed Church Mindfulness Sitting Group every week
9am - 9.40am. Coffee morning first Thursday 10am - noon
Wheatley Walks. 10-11am. Meet at the car park behind 6th Form
Centre - call Anne on 872628 or Jean on 873430.
Age UK Information Drop-in, free info & advice. 2nd in month,
Merry Bells Coffee Room 10.30 - 12pm. Contact 07827 235460
Wheatley Library open 2-5pm
Wheatley Archive Room. The Merry Bells 2-5 pm.
Xstream. An after-school club for primary children, 3.15 to 4.30 pm
at the Primary School.
Story Time for Children under 6 (with parent), Library, 3.30pm
Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors & Juniors Training, 7pm,
Wheatley Playing Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
Explorer Scouts. Boys and girls aged 14-18, 7-9pm at the Scout
Hut, Holloway Road (07745 285938)
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Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm & 2-6pm
Horspath Hub Coffee Morning 10.30am to noon
Scouts. Boys and girls aged 10 ½ to 14, 7 to 9pm, at the Scout Hut,
Holloway Rd. Contact 07745 285938
St. Mary’s Belltower Practice. Experienced ringers and beginners
welcome. St Mary’s Church 7.30-9pm. 01865 872250
Parish Office Public Opening 9.30-11.30am
OCC & SODC Cllrs' Surgery, 2nd in mth. Parish Office, 10.30am
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm
Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. Vigil Mass 6pm. Parish Priest;
The Rev. Canon Mervyn Tower. The Presbytery, Wharton Road,
Headington OX3 8AJ. Tel: 01865 672433.
Scrabble Club. 1st Sat in month. Start 7.30pm. Details: T.872628

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

DECEMBER DIARY
Friday

1

Wheatley Christmas Fayre, High St, 4-8pm
Book & Craft Sale, Wheatley Library, 4-8pm
Advent Crafts, St Mary's, 10am
Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm
Parish Council Meeting, Merry Bells, 7.30pm
St Mary's Guild Christmas Party, URC Hall, 2.15pm
Coffee Morning, Wheatley Library, 10am-12pm
Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm
Wine Circle Christmas Meal, Merry Bells, 8pm
County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office, 10.30am
Auditions for Rosencrantz & Guildenstern, St Mary's, 2.30pm
Wheatley Primary School Christmas Craft Fair, 3pm
Not so Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm
WI Christmas Party, Merry Bells, 7.15pm
Planning Committee, Merry Bells Coffee Room, 7.30pm
Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells, 10.30-12pm
Finance Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm
Get Online, SOHA St Mary's Close, 10am
Wheatley Primary School half day finish
Wheatley Primary School holiday (new term starts 4 Jan)
Wheatley Park School term ends
Wheatley Park School holiday (new term starts 4 Jan)
Royal British Legion Christmas Lunch, New Club, 12pm

Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

2
3
4
5
6
7

Saturday

9

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Monday
Tuesday

11
12
13
14
18
19

Wednesday

20

Thursday

21

Friday

22

Merry Bells Coffee Room Christmas Party 10am-12pm

Wednesday
Thursday

3
4

Coffee Morning, Wheatley Library, 10am-12pm
School Term starts
Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm
Wine Circle, Merry Bells, 8pm

JANUARY DIARY
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Sunday
Monday

7
8

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

10
11
12
13

Monday
Tuesday

15
16

Thursday

18

Tuesday
Saturday

23
27

Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm
Maple Tree Baby & Child First Aid Course, 6.30pm
Parish Council, Merry Bells, 7.30pm
Planning Committee, Merry Bells Coffee Room, 7.30pm
Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells, 10.30-12pm
Jack & The Beanstalk, Wheatley Primary School, 7.30pm
County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office, 10.30am
Jack & The Beanstalk, Primary School, 2.30pm & 7.30pm
Open Spaces Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm
Get Online, SOHA St Mary's Close, 10am
WI, Merry Bells, 7.15pm
Wheatley Film Club, Fire Station, 7.30pm
Wheatley Society, Merry Bells, 7.45pm
St Mary's Guild, URC Hall, 2.15pm
Swap Shop, Merry Bells, 9.30am

Full details of local clubs, societies and organisations can be found in the
Wheatley Information Booklet. Copies available from the Parish Council office
or www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

SODC WASTE COLLECTION DIARY DECEMBER/JANUARY
Collection day Monday (except*)

Which bins?

4 Dec, 18 Dec, 3 Jan*, 15 Jan, 29 Jan
11 Dec, 27 Dec, 9 Jan*, 22 Jan

Green, brown, food, textiles (*no brown bin)
Grey, food, small electrical items
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KEY CONTACTS
Local Governance:
To report potholes, fly-tipping,
broken paving, vandalism, etc.
Oxfordshire CC

-

fixmystreet.com

01865 792422

oxfordshire.gov.uk

Report a Street Light Fault

0800 317802

OCC Family Information Service

08452 262636

oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/streetlighting-fault-reporting
fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk

OCC Highways

0845 310 1111

highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk

County Councillor Kirsten Johnson

07341 271344

kirsten.johnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk

South Oxfordshire DC

01235 422422

southoxon.gov.uk

Missed Bin Collection

03000 610610

admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk

Bulky Household Waste Collection

01235 422406

waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk

Housing

01235 422422

housing@southandvale.gov.uk

Planning Applications

01235 422600

planning@southoxon.gov.uk

District Councillor Toby Newman

01865 872239

toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk

Wheatley Parish Council

01865 875615

clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

AGE UK contact Janet Carr

01865 875126

janet.carr22@btinternet.com

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire

03444 111 444

caox.org.uk

The Maple Tree (Children's Centre)

01865 236700

info@mapletree.org.uk

The Merry Bells Village Hall

01865 872073

merrybells.org.uk

St Mary's Church

01865 872224

vicar.wheatley@gmail.com

United Reformed Church

01844 215513

secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk

Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to
hospital or GP surgery)
Wheatley Library

07505 543750

-

01865 875267

wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Wheatley Park Sports Centre

01865 872128

better.org.uk/venues/park

Wheatley Park School

01865 872441

www.wheatleypark.org

Wheatley Primary School

01865 872366

www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk

Emergency - Police, Fire, Ambulance

999

-

Police non-emergency

101

thamesvalley.police.uk

GP Surgery, Morland House

01865 872448

morland-house.co.uk

NHS non-emergency

111

nhs.uk

Gas Emergency

0800 111 999

nationalgrid.com/uk/safety/

National Power Cut Helpline

105

sse.co.uk

Burst pipe or leak

0800 714 614

thameswater.co.uk

Floodline

0345 988 1188

gov.uk/check-flood-risk

Comet - for people without access to
suitable public transport
Arriva (280) Bus

01865 323201

oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet

0344 800 4411

arrivabus.co.uk

Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London)

01865 785400

brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk

Oxford Tube (Buses to London)

01865 772250

oxfordtube.com

Park & Ride

-

oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/parkand-ride

National Rail Enquiries

03457 484950

Local information:

Services:

Transport:
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nationalrail.co.uk
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