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CHAIR'S COLUMN
Doug Lamont
At the recent annual conference of The National Association of Local Government,
both the current minister for local government and his opposition shadow gave
speeches praising the work of parish and town councils. Both expressed an avowed
intention to not only change the structure of local government but to create a bottom
up approach, devolving more responsibility to the first tier of local government,
listening to and utilising our local knowledge to inform and implement the efficient
delivery of relevant local services. To most of us this fundamental change to the
current position seems to be what is currently termed 'a no brainer' and would be
welcome. However, unless this fundamental change in policy is followed by a similar
change in the way resources are allocated, it will remain as just more hot air.
Contrast this approach with our interminable struggle to get our disabled parking bays
installed. We needed approval for various aspects of this from both OCC and SODC.
Neither organisation has any problem with this and both support the plan but let’s not
forget the statutory 'red tape' that must accompany any such simple process. The
project was agreed and the process begun in June this year, OCC officers having
approved the idea in principal some months earlier. However, a simple drawing
needed to be produced and it was agreed that this would be done by Oxford Direct
Services (part of Oxford City Council). The single sheet drawing showing what was
being done then needed to be passed to SODC so that they knew what was
happening.
In spite of many phone calls and emails, Oxford Direct services did not produce this
drawing until early October and it was immediately sent to SODC for what we were
told was a simple process of approval. SODC hold a covenant on the land being used
and have now decided that they need a legal agreement in place before we can
proceed. At the time of writing, SODC has been in possession of the drawing for
nearly a month with no indication as to when they might complete their legal process.
I hope that by the time you are reading this (always providing that you have got this
far) that the saga has been completed.
Oh, by the way… Happy Christmas to one and all.
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CLERK'S COLUMN
Michelle Legg
On behalf of Wheatley Parish Council and the wider community I would like to
express thanks to Annette Richards for her all her work and commitment in
producing the Wheatley Newsletter for the past three years. She has done a
sterling job of working with contributors, collating the articles and making sure the
content arrives at the printers in time so we can all enjoy reading the newsletter.
Annette will also be taking a break from her role as Assistant Clerk, she has been
a great colleague and support over the last eighteen months and I would like to
wish her lots of luck for 2019.
Over the past few weeks we have been busy recruiting to both of these
vacancies. Lucy Collinson has recently started as Assistant Clerk (temporary) and
will be working in the parish office for 10 hours a week. She will be supporting the
work of the parish council and our planning committee. Do pop in and say hello if
you are passing.
Keeping it in the family, Lucy’s husband, Pete Collinson, will be undertaking the
newsletter editor role. He has shadowed Annette on this edition and will be flying
solo on the Feb/Mar edition. If you would like to contribute or have any
suggestions on future articles or features please email
newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Due to recent resignations on the parish council we do have two casual vacancies
for councillors. These roles will be available until May 2019, when all current
councillors will stand down prior to Election Day. Parish Councillors are politically
neutral and can play a huge part in improving our village and community. If you
are interested in these vacancies please contact me for an informal chat.
See you all at the Christmas Fair, where you can still pick up your speed
awareness bin stickers!
Dates for your Diary - Parish Council Meetings start at 7.30pm
Parish Council

Mon 3rd Dec & 7th Jan

Merry Bells Hall

Planning Committee

Wed 12th Dec & 9th Jan

Parish Office

Finance Committee

Mon 17th Dec

Parish Office

Open Spaces Committee

Mon 21st Jan

Parish Office

The Parish Council Office is open to the public on Wednesdays
and Saturdays mornings 9.30 - 11.30am
The next County and District Councillors' surgery
is on Saturday 8th December & 12th January
10.30 - 11.30am in the Parish Office
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OXFORD TO CAMBRIDGE EXPRESSWAY - TIME TO EXPRESS YOUR VIEWS!
Richard Harding, Parish Councillor
Planning of the route of a new dual carriageway road around Oxford as part of the project
to establish an “arc” of growth and development between Oxford and Cambridge is
reaching a critical stage. Although the actual route is yet to be determined, the options
have already been narrowed down by the decisions to rule out corridors A and C extending
north and south of Oxford, as well as sub-corridor B2 through the sensitive Otmoor area.
This leaves in the equation only sub-corridors B1 (extending to the west of Botley and
linking back to the A34 north of Oxford towards Bicester) and B3 (extending south of
Oxford with possibly its most likely route passing between Grenoble Road and Toot Baldon
and joining the M40 close to Wheatley towards Bicester).
Highways England is seeking further feedback from local councillors at drop-in sessions on
23 and 29 November, and Wheatley parish councillors will be attending one of these
sessions. The final route options will be put forward for public consultation in
summer/autumn 2019 (but bear in mind that the route options will have been significantly
further narrowed down by then!). The decision on the final route is to be taken in 2020 with
a view to construction of the Expressway taking place between 2025 and 2030. Many
millions have already been spent by the government on feasibility studies for both the
proposed road link and the proposed rail link between Oxford and Cambridge, and these
envisage the building of up to a million new homes within the arc over the next 30 years 300,000 of these to be in Oxfordshire (roughly doubling the number of houses in the
county!).
There are many who feel that, in view of the scale of such a development, there has been
insufficient public consultation in advance of the narrowing down of the route options for
the road, and legal challenges are being launched by the wildlife trusts, BBOWT and
BCNWT, on the ground that the government has failed to commission a Strategic
Environmental Assessment as required by EU law as part of the selection process.
Others have objected to the government plans, both to the whole concept of a centrally
planned Expressway and to the particular corridor options selected. No one can predict
whether the road around Oxford will ever be built, or whether the very high costs will lead
to the whole scheme being scrapped by a future government, but we should be treating the
proposals seriously and expressing our views now if we want to influence the decision on
the route. The implications are huge in terms of traffic disruptions during the construction
phase and the possible massive growth of housing in the county.
Plans showing broadly the corridor options can be viewed on the parish council website at
http://wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/oxford-cambridge-express-way/ or on the plan on page
16, corridor B in the Highways England leaflet:
http://assets.highwaysengland.co.uk/roads/roadprojects/Oxford+to+Cambridge+expressway/Oxford+to+Cambridge+Expressway+Corridor
+overview+booklet.pdf
Other relevant information can be found on the websites of Expressway Action Group
(EAG) and CPRE Oxfordshire: https://www.expresswayactiongroup.com/
http://www.cpre.org.uk/magazine/opinion/item/4994-oxford-milton-keynes-cambridgecorridor-uncertainty-countryside
For those wanting to object to the whole concept of such an Expressway, there is the
possibility of signing the petition to parliament calling for a stop to the scheme:
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/227699
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WHEATLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REPORT (12 NOVEMBER)
John Fox, Chairman www.wheatleyneighbourhoodplan.co.uk
On 15 October SODC issued details of the amended planning application
submitted by Oxford Brookes University (OBU) for the Wheatley site. The
application includes a development for 500 homes covering approximately 75% of
the site. The application is in conflict with several of the recommendations
outlined in the SODC Emerging Local Plan, the most critical being the proposal
for a development of approximately 300 homes limited to the “built form” of the
existing site. Significant concerns have already been raised regarding traffic
issues relating to development on the OBU site. The amended application does
address this issue but the description of the traffic modelling is impenetrable
almost to the point of obfuscation. The WNP committee has responded to the
amended planning proposals [WNP Website – EB Brookes Information for
Stakeholders, Nos 6 – 8, WNP Letters.] and understands that the SODC planning
committee is likely to review this application on 28 November.
The opportunity exists to address the SODC planning committee briefly at this
meeting before a vote is taken. WNP committee responses to the OBU
application have been published on the SODC website (February and October
2018). We have little to add as the WNP has not been able to reach its
partial/initial statutory status level. The WNP committee has requested that the
WPC chairman and also a representative from Holton PC consider a joint (or
separate) presentation on 28 November.
Since August 2017, a month after our public consultation, the WNP committee
has spent a significant amount of time in pursuing major statutory and other
recommended documentation, often through outside contractors. It means that
the WNP is now much closer to public consultation and examination. In essence,
it remains the same as that presented in May-June 2017 for public consultation.
For some months the WNP committee (a temporary sub-committee of WPC) has
asked WPC to start a small new link committee, to begin taking on board
infrastructure matters (traffic & roads especially). The WNP brief only includes
land use, from which infrastructure obviously follows.
I am asking the parish council to be ready to take on infrastructure issues as they
arise. If the vote on 28th November does allow 500 homes, then integration of
these homes becomes a pressing village question. It should be noted that many
developments (500 homes +) have already been built in Wheatley since 1980,
with little evident infrastructure provision. The OBU decision is likely to be the
biggest development issue to affect Wheatley and Holton. It needs close
engagement. The WNP committee has paved the way and holds strong evidence
of people's concerns.
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ST MARY’S CHURCH - PROJECT 2020 UPDATE
Chris Clements, Chairman of St. Mary's Vision Group
For those who may not know, the Church is supporting a project to
make the St Mary’s Church building into a highly utilised asset to the
community. The project has been going for 3 years, and it has been a
long and slow journey so far. However, impetus is picking up and we
thought it a good idea to raise the level of communication. The
project strapline is:
To make St. Mary’s a more welcoming place of worship for the
congregation and to extend its purpose by re-organising the building
to meet the needs of the wider community'.
Clearly it is important that we maintain a good balance between St Mary’s as a place
of worship and creating a centre for the community to use and enjoy.
Our plans are simple - apart from a glazed door on the front of the porch, the rest of
the project is about re-ordering the internal layout. That includes replacing the floor
with a uniform finish, heating, lighting, audio visual, gallery and meeting area, kitchen
facilities, storage and upgrading the vestry as an office and privacy area. As part of
the negotiations with the Diocesan Advisory Council (DAC) and Historic England we
have been asked to retain some of the smaller pews in the north and south naves.
In parallel an important piece of work is needed to strengthen the bells in the tower to
ensure that they are preserved for future generations.
Our independent survey suggests that there is a real need within the community for a
large facility which meets the needs of families, seniors, youth, clubs/groups and
wellbeing activities, and that the church is well placed to deliver these. On our project
website you will see a section called letters of intent. These letters are from members
of the community who would like to make use of the facilities, please have a look. Feel
free to add to the list if you have a suitable activity which needs a home, or indeed if
you want start a new activity for the village.
On October 30th I worked with Liz Kitch to compose a letter to the DAC which outlined
our proposal. As our DAC advisor Liz used her wealth of knowledge to make sure that
we constructed a compelling case. This included emphasising that the project team
had responded to our independent survey, listened to feedback from the DAC and that
we were meeting the needs of the community, whilst being respectful of the historical
significance of the Church. That letter has been submitted to the DAC meeting
scheduled for November 12th.
We have some indicative costs from our architect and we are confident that the
majority of these funds will be raised through grants which are tailored to projects like
this.
The project website has a wealth of information, that includes the project team, some
outline plans, letters of intent, survey results and regular project updates. Please have
a look and familiarise yourself. The letter to the DAC can be found in the project
update page.
Very shortly we will be announcing two very prominent patrons who have offered to
support our project. Exciting times for the village! Email: cclements0@gmail.com
mobile: 07836 656445 skype: cclements website: https://sites.google.com/view/stmary-wheatley-2020/home
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SUSTAINABLE WHEATLEY
Tim Blightman
The Ins and Outs of The Green Bin: Tues 22nd Jan, 7.30pm at The Merry Bells
Are you confused about what you can and can’t put in the green recycling bin? Would
you like to know for sure which plastic items can be recycled (e.g. peelable lids,
vegetable trays, different thicknesses of film, meat trays etc)? Are you trying to reduce
the amount of plastic you use that goes to landfill? Then come along to this meeting,
jointly organised by Sustainable Wheatley and the Wheatley Society, where we will
have an expert from SODC to tell us exactly what you can put in the green bin and
what you should leave out. If you have a piece of packaging or some other item that
you’re not sure about, bring it along for a definitive answer.
Swapshop; Sat 26th Jan, 9.30 to 11am at The Merry Bells
Don’t forget the next swapshop where you can bring anything useful that you no
longer need to give away and take anything away that you have a use for. We can
accept most portable items but please don’t bring any liquids including paint, or sharp
implements, or clothes and shoes which can be put in the various bins around the
village (in SODC car park, Asda, Fire station etc).
Apple Day 2018
Many thanks to all those who braved the cold on 27th October to help with the apple
pressing. The crop was much lower than last year but even so over the 3 months
beforehand we had picked over half a ton of fruit. Much of it had been distributed
around the village previously, but enough was left to fill over 80 bottles with juice.

FIRE FIGHTER - HAVE A GO DAY
Mike Baker, Acting Crew Manager, Wheatley Fire Station
Ever thought about being a Fire Fighter but want to find out more first? Come along to our
have-a-go day and see what it’s all about. Take part in some of the tests required to enter
the service and talk to your local fire crew.
Recruitment has never been so important for Wheatley and we are crying out for people of
all ages and backgrounds.
Come along on: Sat 1 Dec, 11:30am - 4:30pm at the Wheatley Park Sports Centre.
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NEWS FROM THE MAPLE TREE
Hayley Hayle, Centre Co-ordinator
Season’s Greetings to all of our users from Wheatley and
surrounding villages.
Our Facebook page will list the times and dates of sessions
taking place over the Christmas period. Well Baby Clinic will be closed on
Wednesday 26th December. Give our page a “like” to stay informed.
Our expanding programme now includes more afternoon groups. Twins Group is on
the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of the month. Maple Babies is on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays this group is suitable for babies aged up to 1 year but unfortunately it is not suitable for
older siblings. The cost of is £2 per family. There is now also a weekly crafting stay
and play session on Thursday afternoons between 3.45-4.45pm at the cost of £3 per
family, contact melanie@mapletree.org.uk for more information.
If you are a group that provides services or activities for children and/or families, the
Maple Tree is available for hire - please contact us for our rates and availability.
Rachy Cox runs a weekly Yoga Session on Tuesday evenings and from January
2019, Wendy Knerr will be running an evening meditation group on the 2nd
Wednesday of every month.
The Day-by-Day at the back of this newsletter lists regular session details.
We are pleased to welcome our new administrator Karina Williamson to the Maple
Tree who can be contacted on info@mapletree.org.uk. If you could spare time to
volunteer at The Maple Tree or would like to enquire about hiring, please email
hayley@mapletree.org.uk
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OXFORDSHIRE ECONOMIC GROWTH PLAN
Ian Ashley, Martin Kelly, Adrian Townsend, Residents of Garsington
Do you want 100,000 new houses and a new motorway in our Oxfordshire landscape?
Your District Councils think you do. Our local authorities want to build 100,000 new homes
in Oxfordshire by 2031 - there are currently 268,000. This represents a massive 40%
increase. The Sept 18 report by the Office of National Statistics shows we only need
23,000 new homes in the county by 2031 to support anticipated organic population growth.
A plan to substantially increase the population of Oxfordshire is being developed by a
committee called The Oxfordshire Growth Board, which comprises all District Councils and
the City Council, with the aim of delivering enhanced economic growth. This is a choice
and is NOT necessary for the residents of Oxfordshire to continue to prosper within the
boundaries of the existing landscape and organic population growth. We already have a
successful local economy.
The impact of this plan will be:
• replacement of our countryside with an urban sprawl of houses,
business parks and new roads
• increased traffic congestion, associated air pollution and noise
• further pressure on already stretched public services including schools,
hospitals, GP's & social care
• loss of wildlife habitats, increased flood risks
• potential for Infrastructure to fail - e.g. water supplies, sewage systems,
roads, constant building disruption for years
The impacts will be even greater if the government plan to transform the Oxford to
Cambridge corridor goes ahead as it has the aspiration for a million new homes. If, like us,
you don’t want this, please sign this petition: https://www.change.org/p/oxfordshire-growthboard-rethink-oxfordshire-s-economic-growth-plan ...and write to your District and County
Councillors asking them to withdraw their support from The Oxfordshire Growth Board.
Please share the above information urgently with your network to garner as much support
as possible. To learn more, visit the Oxfordshire Growth Board website:
https://www.oxfordshiregrowthboard.org/ and read this article:
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/aug/22/project-britain-debate-oxfordcambridge-expressway
If you want to get involved please contact us at ROEGP@outlook.com
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THE HISTORY FILE - THEY DID LAUGH DURING THE REFORMATION!
John Fox
In 1606, James I ordered annual Thanksgiving for the Gunpowder Plot defeat.
November bonfire parties followed non-compulsory services. A Wheatley list (1612),
eighty years after the Reformation began, shows 5% of 270 adults were still refusing
['recusants'] monthly Communion, despite a £20 monthly fine. Two Bromes of Holton
Park (Elizabeth Horseman and Ursula Whorwood) lodged at Mitcheldene on High St.
Their cousin, Henry Ferrers of Baddesley Clinton, employed ex-soldier Guy Fawkes to
manage his London house. Fawkes stored gunpowder there, next to Parliament.
English Catholics wanted the Scots King to abolish 'penal times'. His mother and wife
were Catholic and Catholics had proved their loyalty. The Pope and Jesuits now
forbade conspiracy against governments, but November 1605 helped nobody. On
Bell Lane, by the medieval chapel, Bart Belson of Oakley was great-nephew of
Thomas, the first Oxford Catholic to be executed (1589) for helping priests enter
England illegally. East Oxfordshire towards Bucks was safe for Catholics, from Brill,
Oakley and Ixhill to Waterperry, Holton and Wheatley. Manor houses still led the
community – and religion. Magistrates turned blind eyes to fines they thought cruel.
John Gadbury (80, today's Mulberry Ct.) boasted about ringing the evening Angelus
for Our Lady's vigils: 'for Vespers, honestly', he pleaded. This Catholic village under
monastery landlords sheltered proto-Protestant ('Protester') Thomas Baker in 1521. In
1631 it was a Protestant village where its Chapel Curate and the Rector of Holton
supported its oldest 'recusant', Elizabeth Horseman, née Brome. The curate's wife
nursed her and neighbours organised her wake. The White Hart landlord led
Protestant customers to bury her illegally under Holton Church floor on Twelfth Night,
against the Bishop's orders. They rang bells for her too! Twelfth Night meant laughter.
Witness on witness later swore to an angry Bishop, 'I knew nothing'.
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NEWS FROM WHEATLEY PRODUCTIONS
Kate Lockey, Chair
Since September we have been busy rehearsing our January Show. We will be
staging an amateur production of the Alan Bennett version of the Wind in the Willows
at the Primary School. Our membership has grown this year and we are blessed with
a cast covering a wide age range. Some of our under 18s are making the step up to
larger roles with great success and it is a delight to see their acting skills develop and
grow. There is a strong musical element to the show and we are very pleased and
grateful that Roger Simmonds has agreed to be our musical director. Our set designer
Vic Churchley is hard at work, creating some delightful scenery for us and it promises
to be a lively, entertaining production-just the thing to brighten the bleak days of
January. Details for dates and tickets can be found below. We hope that you will join
us in January and share in the fun and enjoyment of the riverbank, the wild wood and,
of course, Toad Hall.
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HOWE TRUST ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION
Malcolm Benson, Chair Howe Trust
The recent AGM of the Allotment Association was an emotional occasion with
Roy Davis retiring as chair after 30 years' service. During this time his experience
in land management has been invaluable. The association has gone from
strength to strength with the number of allotments increasing from less than 40 to
100. The trustees presented Roy with an engraved tankard to ‘the landlord of the
spud and carrot’ together with a photo of the committee taken in 1988 on the
occasion of the Merry Bells Centenary. He is replaced as chair by Allan Hicks with
Mick Harris as vice-chair.
The association is in the process of creating an allotment with a series of raised
beds for people who are less physically able. We are very grateful to Grant and
Stone, builders’ merchants for providing several hundred pounds worth of
materials for constructing the raised beds and to the volunteers who have helped
in their construction.
Rents for the allotments are £20 and are now due. There are a few vacant plots
and anyone interested in taking on an allotment should contact the secretary
Mr E Morgan Jones (tel 874413).
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WHEATLEY LIBRARY
01865 875267
At the end of October, we passed the 1,000-hour mark of
volunteer time this year. Thanks everyone! The library
couldn’t offer the service it does without you.
Dates to note:
Saturday 22nd December: mince pies in the library.
Month of December: Ex-library stock book sale. 40p for a book or 3 for £1.
Children’s books are 20p each.
Our opening hours over the festive season are as follows:
Sat 22nd Dec 9.30am-1pm, Thurs 27th Dec 2-5pm, Fri 28th Dec 9.30am-1pm &
2-5pm, Sat 29th Dec 9.30am-1pm, Wed 2nd Jan 9.30am-1pm & 2-5pm.
Wednesday 6th February
Join us for a morning with Imogen Matthews, local Headington author, who will
introduce her latest novel, The Hidden Village, set in World War 2 Holland. Imogen will
discuss her career in writing, her Dutch background and frequent visits to Holland that
led to her discovery of a real hidden village, the inspiration for her fiction novel.
Refreshments will be provided.
Regular FOWL events:
On-going sale of donated books, Monday morning craft sessions weekly from 10am12pm, Monday afternoon art sessions from 3-5pm, Monday evening craft sessions
weekly from 7-9pm. There is a small charge for refreshments. Search for Friends of
Wheatley Library on Facebook to know what is happening and when. Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year to all from the extended Wheatley team.
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WHEATLEY PLAY & ACTIVITY DAY – SAT 6TH JULY 2019
Michelle Legg
A first for Wheatley! We will be having our first Play and Activity Day in the village
on Sat 6th July 2019 at Wheatley Playing Fields (Holton). The event is being
delivered in partnership with Wheatley Parish Council and Oxfordshire Play
Association (OPA).
The day will be packed with lots of free activities for children of all ages and their
families, provided by local organisations and groups. We are really keen to hear
from any organisation (from Wheatley or surrounding villages) that would like to
be involved, call the parish office on 01865 875615. Our next meeting is on
Wednesday 12 December.
OPA have delivered similar events across the county, they are a great day out for
everyone so make sure you put the date in your diary!
ENTRY TO PRIMARY OR INFANT SCHOOL - SEPTEMBER 2019
CHILDREN BORN BETWEEN 1 SEPTEMBER 2014 AND 31 AUGUST 2015
15 January 2019 is the closing date for applications. Parents must apply by this
date, online at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions or on paper (forms available
from the County Council or your local school). Letters offering places will be
posted second class on 16 April 2019.
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THE WHEATLEY SOCIETY
Mary Hall, Chair
Autumn has seen several events all of which have been
really well attended. Peter Devlin’s talk on October 11th, “Lawyers, Litigants and Lunatics”
gave a comprehensive view of court life from the judge’s bench. Some of what we heard
was quite harrowing and yet there was still compassion and humour in many situations.
The WW1 Commemoration Evening on Friday 9th November was an evening to remember.
To mark the 100th anniversary of Armistice Day a wonderful selection of poetry and music
was presented by Peter Fanning with support from Edward Hess and David Benny. The
event was enjoyed by a combined Wheatley Society, British Legion and friends audience.
The festive season kicked off with the Clever Clogs quiz on Friday November 16 th. Once
again, we are grateful to John Duffelen for challenging us to dredge our memories for all
sorts of miscellany – it was a fun evening.
The following day was Open Day at the Merry Bells for Wheatley Archives to present the
digitised version of the history of Wheatley. Visitors were impressed by the volume of
information available and the interesting way in which it is now presented. We took part to
support the event and promote membership.
2019 will start with a presentation on “The Ins and Outs of the Green Bin” on Tuesday 22 nd
January at the Merry Bells at 7.30pm – please note this is slightly earlier than usual.
This presentation jointly organised with Sustainable Wheatley with speaker Ellie Bunn, the
Waste and Recycling Officer at SODC, will clarify what you can and can’t put in the green
recycling bin and which plastic items can be recycled. If you have a piece of packaging or
some other item that you’re not sure about, bring it along for a definitive answer.
Please put the AGM on Thursday 7th February at the Merry Bells 7.45 for 8pm in your
diaries. Our guest speaker will be from The Oxford Preservation Trust and will bring us up
to date with different projects the OPT is currently working on. Merry Christmas to all.
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YOUR WHEATLEY VILLAGE ARCHIVE
Steph Cox
Another mystery photo to solve over the next couple of
months, kindly sent in by a reader. Do you know where
this can be seen in the village? Email
wheatleyarchive@gmail.com if you do.
Now a request to you all to purchase a copy of your
village calendar for 2019 to support the Village Archive
and to help ensure its future. There are 12 local
pictures and details of local events included and each
page has been sponsored by a local business. Do get
a copy for yourself or more, for friends and relatives
with Wheatley connections at £10 per copy. Some
copies are off to New Zealand and Australia! They are
available from the archive room on Thursday
afternoons from 2-5pm and the last Saturday of each
month 10am -12 noon or contact me at
stephjcox@btopenworld.com
The exciting work about the digitisation of your Village Archive continues apace. This is
unearthing lots of facts and pictures such as this local scene from 1914.
I’m sure you found the
exhibition on Saturday 17th
November at the Merry Bells
very interesting and
informative. It was a busy day
in the village with St. Mary’s
fete on the same day.
Our Facebook page –
Wheatley Village Archive – is
growing steadily in numbers
and has encouraged people to
come in with additions to our
archives. Thank you very
much. Do look at the page and don’t forget you can support us by participating in the
SODC lottery. Log onto www.socharitable.co.uk for details.
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NEWS FROM SOHA HOUSING
Liz Roberts
Soha Housing, which has a fair few homes in Wheatley and
hereabouts, is keen to spread the word about a new service.
Residents said that they wanted to be able to access the
housing association’s services to suit them and not just within
Soha’s working hours or when they were sitting at a computer.
And so, after consultation and trials, residents with
smartphones (or maybe about to be given one for Christmas!)
can use the Soha Housing app.
Designed for those who normally access Soha services through the website, residents
are already saving time. They will be able to complete tasks when they want to or as
things occur to them on the move. The kind of things they’re using it for are:
•
•
•
•
•

Photographing and reporting graffiti – the app will even automatically locate it
when the customer presses ‘send’
Checking or updating details about a tenancy or to give notice to quit
Getting financial updates live
Receiving helpful advice on reporting ASB
Plus, of course, paying rent and checking or reporting repairs
Customers can get hold of the app from Google Play (for
Androids) or the App Store (for iPhones), or by using this
QR code. In the event of any difficulty, contact
housing@soha.co.uk or call 0800 0141545.

And now for something completely different: it’s been a
year since Soha became a mutual organisation and opened
membership to its residents to become shareholders for a
one-off payment of £1. This is advance warning that the
AGM at which a new Members’ Forum will be elected will
be on Tuesday 23 April at Didcot Civic Hall. Any Soha resident wishing to apply for
membership so as to stand for the Forum, or to vote at the AGM, should contact Soha
now. Applications can take up to eight weeks to process. For more information, or to
apply, email ri@soha.co.uk or visit www.soha.co.uk/membership
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WHEATLEY W.I. www.wheatleywi.com
Stephanie Brooklyn
Our October talk entitled “Donkeys, Dolphins, Foxes & Fish” had us all wondering
what to expect. It turned out to be a very humorous talk by Kevin Little, a
fishmonger from Reading. He related many funny stories of incidents that had
happened during his forty-five years in the business. This included run-ins with
health & safety, the police and the press.
He lives on a smallholding in Somerset where he keeps numerous cats, a dog, a
mule, three ponies and various ducks, chickens and pigeons. These were the
subject of more comical stories.
On a beautiful autumn morning ten members of the walking group took a circular
walk through Littleworth and back to Wheatley via Windmill Lane. A change from
our planned walk which was deemed too muddy after recent rain.
Our Christmas social is being held on the 20th November and at our meeting on
11th December we will have the opportunity to try various Christmas items from a
major retailer.
The Wheatley Christmas Fair being held on Friday 30th November will once again
see our stall full of homemade jams, marmalade and preserves. We will also be
running a chocolate tombola!
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NEWS FROM WHEATLEY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Zena Knight
The Longest Night service on Friday, 21 December 6pm
The Christmas season is a busy and happy time for most of us, but it can also be
a difficult time, especially for those struggling with the darkness and grief of living
with loss – perhaps the death of a loved one, the breakdown of a relationship, the
loss of a job, or coping with serious illness. Christmas time can be lonely for
some, and it may also evoke memories of Christmases past, which are not
always happy ones.
The Longest Night service acknowledges these feelings, draws us together in
fellowship and offers a brief time of reflection and quiet for all of us to appreciate
the coming of Christ and the return of light and hope for the future.
Revd Pauline Main welcomes you all to join us at the URC for this short service
and sends everyone greetings on this festive season.
On Sunday 23 December at 10am we have our Carol Service and on Tuesday 25
December the Christmas Day service is at 9.15am.
Our usual coffee mornings are Thursday 6 December and 3 January, 10am-12
noon. Afternoon teas are on Sunday 2 December and 6 January, 2.30-4.30pm. All
welcome.

37

December 2018 & January 2019
FREE Christmas Fair at Waterperry
Gardens
Sat 8th & Sun 9th December 2018
Get into the Christmas spirit at Waterperry Gardens with
Christmas shopping from our Gallery, Gift Barn and
Christmas Shop, festive events, Waterperry grown
Christmas trees and hand-made wreaths, along with a
number of Arts and Craft Stalls with gorgeous handmade
gift ideas and festive food and drink.

Find Santa’s Reindeer!
24th November – 23rd December 2018
Help Rudolph find his friends lost all around the gardens
and then collect your Christmas treat. £2 per child.
Children must be accompanied by an adult paying garden
entrance fee.

FREE Garden Entrance throughout
JANUARY
2nd until 31st Jan 2019
With no garden entrance fee throughout January it really is
the time to enjoy winter walks around the gardens. See the
gardens turn into a spectacular vision as the frost spreads
across the grasses and trees and the mist winds around
the garden and the Riverside Walk. Follow up with a ‘pit
stop’ at the Teashop - a lovely way to spend time with
friends or family.

For more information on all our events please
visit www.waterperrygardens.co.uk
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WHEATLEY RUGBY CLUB
Gavin Belcher
With the season well under way for the Wheatley, we have seen the Outlaws
storming to the top of their league by winning five of their last six games and the
first XV playing some delightful rugby – most notable with a 62-10 win versus
Hungerford. The Colts have also had a great 29-12 win against Reading RUFC in
their only fixture to date.
With the spike in sales of cod liver oil, Nurofen and Deep Heat, our Vets who, as
you are reading this, would have played their first game against Abingdon, are
looking to win the Floodlit Cup.
Off the pitch we have seen the club grow with Turner Properties becoming our
Player of the Month sponsor – if you wish to become a sponsor please do contact
Peter Ramsdale - peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
As Christmas is just around corner, we are again accepting presents for Sleigh 2
Give. The gifts are given to young patients at the Oxford Children’s Hospital to
help bring them some cheer, smiles and joy over the festive period. If you would
like to contribute to this great cause, please drop of your gifts on training evenings
(Tue or Thu) or Sat afternoons.
Finally, as ever we are always looking for new players of all shapes, sizes and
experience. If playing isn’t your thing, then why not come up and support us, or
even better you could volunteer some of your time. If either takes your fancy
please do contact Peter who will be happy to help you.

Yoga class Thurs evenings 6pm - 7.15pm
Pilates, Table Tennis, Art, Line Dancing, Computer Confidence, Creative
Writing, Garden Club and it`s a perfect venue for small parties
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What inspires you about travel?
The world is packed full of fascinating places. Incredible cities and exotic
island paradises. Every one of us has a unique idea of the perfect holiday –
that one escape which never fails to get us daydreaming.
So, what’s your ideal travel adventure?
Tell me and I’ll listen, and when I spot an offer or deal which could help me
bring it to life, you’ll be the first to know. Who knows, you might be able to
make your dreams a reality sooner than you thought!

40

NEWS FROM THE 1ST WHEATLEY GUIDES
This term we went to an awesome music gig in Wembley London with 10,000 other
Guides from all over the country. We chose our dress up theme as glitter,
festival and colour! Our highlights were seeing The Vamps, HRVY and eating pizza. It
was sooo fun. Thank you, Oxford Bus Company, for giving us our bus tickets.
We supported the Church Shine party which had apple bobbing, pumpkin throwing
and biscuit making. We had a treasure hunt around the graveyard in St. Mary’s church
and a campfire. Thank you, Wheatley area churches, for holding this community
event.
This year the Guiding programme changed so we have started new badges. We have
been building bridges and learning about savings. Some of us are doing our Baden
Powell Challenge award - the highest award you can get as a Girl Guide.
We’re looking forward to attending the Remembrance Service – we have made poppy
brooches and a wreath.

AGE UK OXFORDSHIRE
Kate Hart, Community Information & Activity Worker
Wheatley Late Spring Bereavement Support Group offers
people the opportunity to share memories of their loved ones
and find support and understanding over tea and cake. Our meetings are welcoming,
friendly and free to attend. We meet at Wheatley United Reformed Church from 23.30pm on the first and third Wednesdays each month.
Wheatley Information Drop In – We offer free information and advice on a wide range
of subjects. Come along and discover how to stay happy, active, independent and
safe on the second Thursday each month from 10.30-11.30am at The Merry Bells
Coffee Room.
For more info contact Kate on 07827 235403 or katehart@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk

Wheatley Dental Practice: We are delighted to announce that
Dr Claudia Conde is joining the practice from 30th November 2018

Catherine Peers BDS, Alison Chapman BDS MFDS RCS
Claudia Conde MClinDent(Prostho.) London
Rachel Hyde RDH, Jane Smale RDH, Candy Owens RDH
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MACMILLAN QUIZ 2019
Sue Coombes
After taking part in the Mammoth Quiz 2018 many of you expressed the hope that it
would happen again next year. I am pleased to report that the date for the 2019 quiz
has now been confirmed as Friday 22nd February and that the Merry Bells has been
booked.
Doors will be open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. There will be tables of 8. Please bring
your own nibbles and drinks. Tickets are £10 per person. Please book in advance by
calling Sue Coombes on 07870742139 or Helen Cross on 07709429736.

DIGITAL RESOURCE FOR CARERS
Action for Carers Oxfordshire is joining forces with national charity
Carers UK to offer support to unpaid carers via an online platform
that can be accessed 24/7. Unpaid carers of people living in
Oxfordshire will have free, anytime access to the Digital Resource for Carers, an
online environment that hosts a range of resources to help carers manage care and
caring.
To find out more about the Digital Resource for Carers visit carersdigital.org and
create a new account by using code DGTL4822. If you would like to find out about
our accessible college courses for carers, or our home visits please contact Tracey
Desmond 01235 520463 or email traceydesmond@carersoxfordshire.org.uk
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EILEEN MARY THOMAS 29/4/35 – 16/9/18
Emma Walker
Eileen moved to Wheatley in February 1978 and settled at 26 Church Road with
her husband Glyn and children Alison, Emma and David. She made many friends
in the village and very much enjoyed her life here.
For many years Eileen organised Meals on Wheels for the WRVS, she loved
flower arranging at St Mary’s and helped to raise funds for the Church at regular
fetes and bazaars. She was a keen member of the W.I. and joined St Mary’s
Guild. She also attended Thame Flower Club and enjoyed spending time doing
cross stitch and lace making.
Eileen was a devoted Mum and Grandma, and her family meant the world to her.
Eileen took the decision, with the help of her children, to move to be nearer to
Alison in Pembrokeshire six years ago, when it became obvious that her
dementia meant that she could no longer cope safely living on her own. It was a
difficult decision to leave her friends and the home she loved but Pembrokeshire
was special and had always been a favourite retreat of both Eileen and Glyn. The
family were all able to visit her often and help her to enjoy life to the full right up to
this summer.
Eileen was laid to rest with her beloved Glyn at St Mary’s on October 5th.
Reunited finally in a place they both loved.
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THE FLU VACCINATION – WHO SHOULD HAVE IT AND WHY
Nollag McGrath, Practice Manager, Morland House Surgery
Flu vaccination is available every year on the NHS to help protect adults and
children who are most at risk from flu and its complications.
Flu can be unpleasant, but if you are otherwise healthy it will usually clear up on
its own within a week.
However, flu can be more severe in certain people, such as:
•
•
•
•

Anyone aged 65 and over
Pregnant Women
Children and adults with an underlying health condition (such as longterm heart or respiratory disease)
Children and adults with weakened immune systems

The flu vaccine is routinely given on the NHS each year to anyone in these risk
groups. It is the best protection we have against an unpredictable virus that can
cause unpleasant illness in children and severe illness and death among at risk
groups, including older people, pregnant women and those with an underlying
medical health condition.
Morland House are running Saturday flu clinics throughout the winter. Please
contact our reception team on 01865 872448 to book an appointment.
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CAP DEBT ADVICE
Wheatley Community Church is an associate member
of the Oxford Churches Debt Centre, which partners
with the debt charity Christians Against Poverty (CAP).
Patrick was in a very low mood when he was first introduced to CAP.
Although he lived a successful professional life until his late thirties, a
difficult divorce, the loss of family and an over-dependence on alcohol
and subsequent depression resulted in his GP referring him to
counselling. From there he was prompted to get in contact with the
charity* to help him with his debt.
The practical help Patrick received means he is now debt-free. “I still meet the team that
first visited me at home, we have a coffee or tea every few months. I am really pleased to
say life is going well. CAP didn't just help me with debt, it helped me have confidence in my
future.” *Phone 0800 328 0006 for debt advice.

WARM HOME DISCOUNT
People who have difficulty paying their energy bills might be able to take
advantage of the Warm Home Discount, a new kind of grant offered by the
government and energy suppliers. It is a scheme that provides people on
low incomes with a single discount of £140 on their winter electricity bill. (You might be
able to get the discount applied to your gas bill instead - contact your supplier to find
out.) The discount will not affect your Cold Weather Payment or Winter Fuel Payment.
Not all energy suppliers are part of the scheme. You can contact your supplier to see if
they offer the discount. (If the supplier doesn’t, you might want to switch to a supplier that
does.) Most people who are eligible will receive the discount automatically, without having
to apply. This will be the case if, on 8 July 2018:
- They were with an energy supplier that is part of the scheme; and
- They were receiving the Guarantee Credit element of Pension Credit; and
- Their name (or their partner's name) was on the bill.
If you don't receive the discount automatically, you might be eligible if you have a low
income and receive certain means-tested benefits. Bear in mind that energy suppliers
could have different eligibility rules. Further details are available from
https://www.gov.uk/the-warm-home-discount-scheme or contact Citizens Adviceline 03444
111444 www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale

VOLUNTEERING GRANTS
Suzi Wild, Volunteering Development Officer, SODC
Do you have volunteers who would like to help more, but the additional travel costs mean
they can’t? Maybe they now need extra training to offer even more of their time? Do you
have a new volunteer driver but not the means to cover the extra insurance cost? Is there a
training course that your new volunteers need before they can help out? Come and take a
look at the volunteering grant scheme. Just one hour of application time.
This scheme is open to small voluntary, community and social enterprise groups operating
in South Oxfordshire. Eligible organisations can apply for a grant from £250 to a maximum
of £750. The scheme closes in January 2019, so apply soon. It could be just what you are
looking for! Please email suzi.wild@southandvale.gov.uk or call 01235 422171.
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WHEATLEY DAY BY DAY
Full details of local clubs, societies and organisations can be found in the Wheatley
Information Booklet. Copies available from the Parish Council office or
www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

WEEKLY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon, Tues to Fri.
Wheatley Nursery School every weekday: Breakfast Club 8am9am, Nursery Sessions 9am-12 noon & 12 noon-3pm, After School
Club 3pm-6pm. Next to the Primary School in Littleworth Road
Contact 01865 452725 wheatleynurseryschool.org
Wheatley Pre-School, behind the Primary School car park.
Littleworth Road. Sessions Mon - Fri 9am to 11.45 am and 1pm to
3.30pm. Call 01865 873687 to visit, to register, or for information.
Sharecare Community Club Age UK Oxfordshire, 9.30am-2pm
Mondays & Wednesdays at Holton Village Hall. An opportunity for
older people to meet with others. Contact Jackie Capper,
Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or 07827 235425.

SUNDAY

St Mary the Virgin: every Sunday 8am Holy Communion.
1st Sunday 10 am Parish Praise. 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays, 10am Sung
Eucharist with King’s Club for Children. 4th Sunday 10am service is
Food Bank Sunday. Please bring a donation for the Food Bank.
Kings Club for children runs every week apart from the 1st Sunday of
the month alongside the 10am service.
URC: Services at 10am. Holy Communion on 1st & 3rd Sundays.
1st Sunday is Food Bank Sunday. Afternoon tea on 1st Sunday,
2.30-4.30pm.
Wheatley Community Church: Sunday 10.30am, Merry Bells.
Our Lady of Lourdes: Vigil Mass now on Saturday at 6pm.
Wheatley Rugby Club Minis & Juniors Training (6-16yrs)
10am - noon, Wheatley Playing Field. Contact:
peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com

MONDAY

Waste Collections: (except Bank Holidays), see p70 for details.
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm
Wheatley Babies and Toddlers. Every Monday at The Maple Tree,
Littleworth Road, 9.30–11.30am. Age 0-3 with adult.
Contact: hayley@mapletree.org.uk
Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group, every Monday in the
Library, 10am-noon & Monday evenings, 7-9pm (not bank holidays)
Beaver Scouts, boys and girls aged 6-8, during term time, 5.30 6.30pm, at the Scout Hut, Holloway Rd (Tel: 01865 874997)
Brownies meet in the URC Hall 5.30 to 7pm in term time.
Wheatley Bridge Club, Holton Village Hall, 7pm.
Community Choir, URC Hall, 7.30 to 9 pm in term time.
Badminton Club, Park Sports Centre 8-10pm. 07769 827335

TUESDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
Once Upon a Rhymetime, Maple Tree, Littleworth Rd, 10-11.30am,
contact: hayley@mapletree.org.uk
Get Online SOHA, St Marys Close, 3rd in mth, 10am to noon
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Call 01235 515900 or email digital@soha.co.uk to book.
Twins Group, Maple Tree, 1st and 3rd in mth, 1-2.30pm, £2 family
Maple Babies (suitable for babies up to 1 year) Maple Tree, 2nd &
4th in mth, 1-2.30pm, £2 family, contact hayley@mapletree.org.uk
Wheatley Library open 2-7pm
St Mary’s Guild meets every 4th Tuesday in the URC Hall, 2.15pm.
New members always welcome.
Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors Training, 7pm, Wheatley Playing
Field. Contact: peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com
Wheatley Women’s Institute www.wheatleywi.com3rd Tues in
month at the Merry Bells, 7.15pm (no meeting in Aug and the Dec
meeting is held on 2nd Tues of the month). New members and
visitors welcome at talks and outings. Contact Jan on 558167
Wheatley Singers in the URC Hall 7.15 – 9pm, all welcome.
Contact Celia Pagel 01865 872250
St Mary’s Church open for prayer and reflection 7.30 to 9pm

WEDNESDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
Well Baby Clinic, Maple Tree, Littleworth Rd, 9.30 - 11am
Oxford Sling Library, Maple Tree, 2nd & 4th in mth, 9.30 - 11am
Baby Massage, Maple Tree, 10-11am. £30 for a block of 4
sessions. Places by pre-booking only hayley@mapletree.org.uk
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm & 2-5pm
Parish Office Public Opening. 9.30-11.30am T.01865 875615
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm
St Mary the Virgin 12 noon, Holy Communion.
Late Spring 60+ Bereavement Support Group 1st & 3rd Wed of
month, URC Small Hall, 2-3.30pm
Guided Meditation for Beginners suitable for everyone, Maple
Tree, 2nd in mth (starts 9th Jan), 6:30-7:30pm, £8/class. For more
info contact Wendy wendyknerr@gmail.com or 07962 545160.
Cub Scouts. Boys and girls aged 8-10½, 6.45 - 8.15 pm, at the
Scout Hut, Holloway Road. Contact 01865 874284
Guides meet in the URC Hall, 7 to 8.30pm, in term time. 10 yrs+
Great Milton & District Local History Society. Meetings 4th Wed
of month, Great Milton School 7.30pm. Non-members welcome.
Details: 01844 279567
Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers & Joggers, 7.30-8.30pm, Park Sports
Centre, Contact Helen Coombes 01865 872551/07979 538557

THURSDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
Stay & Play, Maple Tree, Littleworth Rd, 9.15 - 11.30am, contact:
hayley@mapletree.org.uk
United Reformed Church Mindfulness Sitting Group every week
9am - 9.40am. Coffee morning first in the mth 10am - noon
Wheatley Walks 10-11am. Meet at the car park behind 6th Form
Centre - call Anne on 872628 or Jean on 873430.
Age UK Information Drop-in, free info & advice. 2nd in month, in
the Merry Bells Coffee Room 10.30 - noon. Contact 07827 235460
Meditation Group, Maple Tree, 1.30-2.30pm, £2 per adult.
Wheatley Library open 2-5pm.
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Wheatley Village Archive, The Merry Bells 2-5 pm.
Xstream. After-school club, 3.15 to 4.30pm at the Primary School.
Story Time for Children under 6 (with parent), Library, 3.30pm.
Crafty Stay and Play, Maple Tree, 3.45-4.45, £3 per family.
Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors & Juniors Training, 7pm,
Wheatley Playing Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
Explorer Scouts. Boys and girls aged 14-18, 7-9pm at the Scout
Hut, Holloway Road (07745 285938)
Maple Tree Get Together 4th in mth, 7.30 - 9.30pm.
Parents/carers/grandparents meet up and spend some child-free
time together, £2pp. Contact melanie@mapletree.org.uk

FRIDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm & 2-6pm
Horspath Hub Coffee Morning 10.30am to noon
Scouts. Boys and girls aged 10 ½ to 14, 7 to 9pm, at the Scout Hut,
Holloway Rd. Contact 07745 285938
St. Mary’s Belltower Practice. Experienced ringers and beginners
welcome. St Mary’s Church 7.30-9pm. 01865 872250

SATURDAY

Parish Office Public Opening 9.30-11.30am
Saturdads, Maple Tree, 3rd in mth, 10am-12pm, £2 per family (for
dads and other male carers to spend quality time with their children)
OCC & SODC Cllrs' Surgery, 2nd in mth. Parish Office, 10.30am
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm
Wheatley Village Archive, 4th in mth. Merry Bells, 10am - 12noon.
Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. Vigil Mass 6pm. Parish Priest;
The Rev. Canon Mervyn Tower T.01865 672433.
Scrabble Club 1st Sat in month, start 7.30pm. Details: T.872628

DECEMBER DIARY
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

1
2
3

Tuesday
Thursday

4
6

Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

8
11
12
13

Monday

17

Wednesday
Monday

19
31

Fire Fighter Have-A-Go Day, Sports Centre, 11.30am-4.30pm
Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm
Not So Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm
Parish Council Meeting, Merry Bells, 7.30pm
St Mary's Guild, URC Hall, 2.15pm
Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am -12 noon
WI Christmas Lunch, Brookes University, Headington
Wine Circle, Merry Bells, 8pm
County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office,10.30am
WI, Merry Bells, 7.15pm
Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm
Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells, 10.30am -12 noon
Royal British Legion Christmas Lunch, New Club, 12.30pm
Not So Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm
Finance Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm
Musica Viva Concert, St Giles Horspath, 7.30pm
Not So Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm
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JANUARY DIARY
Thursday

3

Sunday
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Monday
Tuesday
Monday
Tuesday

6
7
9
10
12
14
15
21
22

Friday
Saturday

25
26

Monday

28

Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12 noon
Wine Circle, Merry Bells, 8pm
Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm
Parish Council Meeting, Merry Bells, 7.30pm
Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm
Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells, 10.30am -12 noon
County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office,10.30am
Not So Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm
WI, Merry Bells, 7.15pm
Open Spaces Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm
The Ins & Outs of The Green Bin, Merry Bells, 7.30pm
St Mary's Guild, URC Hall, 2.15pm
The Wind in The Willows, Primary School, 7.30pm
Swap Shop, Merry Bells, 9.30-11am
The Wind in The Willows, Primary School, 2.30pm
The Wind in The Willows, Primary School, 7.30pm
Not So Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm

SODC WASTE COLLECTIONS DECEMBER/JANUARY
Collection day is Monday unless *
Dec 3rd, 17th, Jan 2nd* (Wed), 14th, 28th
Dec 10th, 24th, Jan 8th* (Tues), 21st

Which bins and other items?
Green, brown, food & oil waste, textiles
Grey, food & oil waste, small electricals
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KEY CONTACTS
Local Governance:
To report potholes, fly-tipping,
broken paving, vandalism, etc.
Oxfordshire CC

-

fixmystreet.com

01865 792422

oxfordshire.gov.uk

Report a Street Light Fault

0800 317802

OCC Family Information Service

08452 262636

oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/streetlighting-fault-reporting
fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk

OCC Highways

0845 310 1111

highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk

County Councillor Kirsten Johnson

07341 271344

kirsten.johnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk

South Oxfordshire DC

01235 422422

southoxon.gov.uk

Missed Bin Collection

03000 610610

admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk

Bulky Household Waste Collection

01235 422406

waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk

Housing

01235 422422

housing@southandvale.gov.uk

Planning Applications

01235 422600

planning@southoxon.gov.uk

District Councillor Toby Newman

01865 872239

toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk

Wheatley Parish Council

01865 875615

clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire

03444 111 444

caox.org.uk

Age UK Oxfordshire

0345 450 1276

admin@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk

The Maple Tree (Children's Centre)

01865 236700

hayley@mapletree.org.uk

The Merry Bells Village Hall

01865 872073

merrybells.org.uk

St Mary's Church

01865 872224

vicar.wheatley@gmail.com

United Reformed Church

01844 215513

secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk

Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to
hospital or GP surgery)
Wheatley Library

07505 543750

-

01865 875267

wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Wheatley Park Sports Centre

01865 872128

better.org.uk/venues/park

Wheatley Park School

01865 872441

wheatleypark.org

Wheatley Primary School

01865 872366

wheatley.oxon.sch.uk

Emergency - Police, Fire, Ambulance

999

-

Police non-emergency

101

thamesvalley.police.uk

GP Surgery, Morland House

01865 872448

morland-house.co.uk

Out of hours service

111

111.nhs.uk/

Gas Emergency

0800 111 999

nationalgrid.com/uk/safety/

National Power Cut Helpline

105

ssen.co.uk

Burst pipe or leak

0800 714 614

thameswater.co.uk

Floodline

0345 988 1188

gov.uk/check-flood-risk

Comet - for people without access to
suitable public transport
Arriva (280) Bus

01865 323201

oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet

0344 800 4411

arrivabus.co.uk

Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London)

01865 785400

brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk

Oxford Tube (Buses to London)

01865 772250

oxfordtube.com

Park & Ride

-

www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/publicsite/park-and-ride

National Rail Enquiries

03457 484950

Local information:

Services:

Transport:
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nationalrail.co.uk
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