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WHEATLEY NEWSLETTER 
 

The Parish Office, The Merry Bells, 89 High Street, Wheatley 0X33 1XP. 
Telephone and Fax: (01865) 875615 

Email: clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Editor: Annette Richards, Publisher: Wheatley Parish Council  

e-mail: newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Distribution Organiser: Christine Vernede (01865) 873335 

Distributed by a team of volunteers to all addresses in Wheatley and Holton. 
Also available by post or email on subscription outside the distribution area. 

Ask for details. 

Cover picture: Mrs Trinder and companion outside Kings Cottage in the High Street, early 
1900s. Thank you to Pauline Sanderson for sharing this photo. If anyone has photos of the 

village or events (past or present) we would love to put them on the front cover! 

The Wheatley Newsletter welcomes contributions and advertisements from 
everyone in the two parishes and from businesses and organisations serving 
Wheatley and District.  News and reports from village organisations are particularly 

welcome but contentious issues or articles promoting personal causes should be avoided – 
the Editor reserves the right not to print items and to edit items submitted for publication.   
 
The views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Parish Council or 
Editor, and no liability can be accepted for any errors or omissions, although we will publish 
corrections. 

The deadline for the February - March edition is Saturday 14th January 2017.  

Contributions (max. 250 words) to the Parish Office, preferably by email with a Word 
attachment to newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

ADVERTISING 

New adverts can only be included when existing adverts drop out.  Adverts cost £25 & £35 
inc. of VAT per edition, respectively for quarter and half pages.   

Quarter page max. size: 9 cm high by 6 cm wide or 5 cm high by 12.5 cm wide.  Half page 
max. size: 9 cm high by 12.5 cm wide. Preferably in jpeg format.  Full page adverts no 
longer accepted. 

 

mailto:newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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CHAIR'S COLUMN 
Anne Davies 

Changes! 
I am writing this column as the brand new (5 days) Chair of the Parish Council.  I 
was honoured to be elected following the resignation of Geoff Stephens who has 
chaired the Council for the past eighteen months.  Many thanks to Geoff for his 
time and dedication to the position and for his continued support as Vice-
Chairman. 

It is with sadness that I also report Gareth Morris’s resignation as Clerk to the 
Council and Responsible Financial Officer. Gareth has held the position since 
2005 and has steadfastly guided changing councils through the mysteries of 
standing orders and policy.  Many thanks, Gareth, for your support to me and all 
of the previous chairmen and councils you have wisely guided.  He is not leaving 
until the end of January so there is time to thank and wish him well in person and 
notice of an appropriate farewell gathering will follow. 

We expect to be advertising for a new Clerk in the next few weeks. 

Vehicle Activated Signs 
I am delighted to report that after many months in the pipeline, three vehicle 
activated signs (those that flash the speed limit to speeding vehicles) will be 
installed soon, two on Ladder Hill and one on the London Road close to The 
Plough. 

Maple Tree Children’s Centre 
As you will see from Charlie Payne’s column, the Parish Council is delighted to 
support the Friends of the Maple Tree in their efforts to keep this valuable 
community service available to young families in our community. 

Improvements to the Village Centre 
The group looking into optimizing the village centre, including councillors, retailers 
and residents, is meeting regularly and generating some exciting ideas. 

Future of Brookes Wheatley Campus 
In September, two councillors attended a meeting regarding the future of the 
Wheatley campus.  At that meeting Brookes University confirmed their intention to 
put the site out for tender early in 2017 with a view to vacating approximately half 
of the staff and students by the summer of 2017 and completely vacating by 
2020/21.  Their intention is to be able to go to tender with outline planning 
consent and to that end they have posted an Environmental Impact Assessment 
Scoping Opinion Request (EIA) to the SODC planning website.  In the document, 
reference is made to 750 houses.  It should be noted that they are opening bids to 
tenders for development other than housing.  Brookes University is committed to 
keeping the local communities up to date with their progress and will be 
communicating with Holton and Wheatley parishes in the coming months. 
 



3 
 

 

 



4 
 

CLERK'S COLUMN 
Gareth Morris 

British Telecom (BT) consultation on the removal in the village of the 
following payphones: 

 Roman Road, Wheatley (28 calls in the last 12 months) 

 Littleworth Road, Wheatley (0 calls in the last 12 months) 

 Church Road Wheatley (15 calls in the last 12 months) 

The Parish Council needs to respond by 31st January if it wishes to object to any 
removal.  If you have any objections, please could you let me know in the Parish 
Office. 
 

Dates for your Diary - all meetings start at 7.30pm 

Wed 14th December Planning Committee Parish Office 

Mon 19th December F&GP Committee Merry Bells Coffee Room 

Mon 9th January Parish Council Merry Bells Hall 

Wed 11th January Planning Committee Parish Office 

Mon 23rd January F&GP Committee Merry Bells Coffee Room 
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SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Toby Newman, District Councillor 

It’s been a busy couple of months at South Oxfordshire District Council especially 
in planning as we continue to see a very heavy caseload going forward.  Many of 
these have to be decided by the Planning Committee where we are presently 
sitting two to three times a month. 

Last month we looked at the Oxfordshire Strategic Economic Plan produced by 
the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP). Full Council debated the Plan and 
decided that whilst the Plan was a good start, there are several areas that need to 
be addressed. The LEP are now working to produce a new draft, which will go out 
for the second cycle of consultation and hopefully address our concerns. 

Work has started on the new housing development on London Road and you may 
have seen that sections of the Holton Park wall have been demolished to create 
the access roads.  The developers are also in discussions regarding reducing the 
height of the wall which will require a separate planning application.  I will keep 
you updated as the application progresses. 

There is also a great deal of interest and discussions regarding the potential for 
housing on the Oxford Brookes campus when they leave the site.  At this stage 
Oxford Brookes are working on an impact assessment which is the first stage in 
the planning process.  Again, I will keep you informed as this progresses and I’m 
working with my colleagues on the Neighbourhood Plan Committee to ensure the 
local community views are heard.  I plan to post news via the Wheatley 
Neighbourhood Plan and Wheatley Village Facebook pages. 

This is just a brief summary of the work we are doing but we are now publishing 
South News as a separate newsletter which will include information to keep 
residents in touch with news from the council, including the latest on planning and 
housing in South Oxfordshire, news on recycling collections and events at our 
leisure centres and Cornerstone Arts Centre in Didcot. To receive South News 
visit www.southoxon.gov.uk/southnews 

If you do want to speak with me on any matter, I hold a surgery, along with our 
County Councillor Anne Purse, on the second Saturday of the month at 10:30am 
in the Parish Office at The Merry Bells.  You can also call me on 01865 872239 or 
preferably email me at toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk 

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/southnews
mailto:toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk
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OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
Anne Purse - County Councillor Wheatley Division 

Since Wheatley’s Children’s Centre will not be supported by the County Council from 
early next year, a group of people who use the centre or have other interests in 
keeping it open have formed a Friends of Maple Tree Children’s Centre. Currently I 
am chair of that group and cannot speak highly enough of the support and 
commitment of those who have come together to form a plan to continue offering 
services to all young children and their families in Wheatley. A bid has gone in to the 
County Council for a grant which will help in the short term, but a lot more money 
needs to be found. A wonderful start is the promise of money from Wheatley Parish 
Council. 

The County had originally said that there would have to be rent paid for the building, 
which would make it very difficult to raise enough money, but at the November Council 
meeting a group of Councillors put forward a motion to change that and NOT to 
charge rent. This was voted on and was carried.  I am really hopeful that the Cabinet 
will make sure that this does in fact happen, as it was most certainly the intention of 
the majority of Councillors to put an end to the uncertainty and make the premises 
here on Littleworth Road and all the other Centres in Oxfordshire rent free. 

On a very different topic, a surprisingly large number of children and young people are 
carers for someone in their family. This was highlighted by the recent Children in Need 
appeal.  Any young person (or a parent/guardian on their behalf) can contact the 
County Council to get an assessment which they are entitled to. The main thing is that 
they should be helped as necessary to retain their essential childhood even if they do 
have a caring role. If you wish to talk to me regarding a County Council issue, please 
phone on 07787 885717 or email anne.purse@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

 

mailto:anne.purse@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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THE WHEATLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
John Fox, Chairman 

The Housing Needs Survey and our own Community Survey in August-September 
brought in 35% (648) and 36% (664) responses from the 1860 homes in Wheatley 
and Holton. (Local elections when there is no national election have a 30-35% 
turnout.) The Survey results are on the WNP website. 52% support new housing in 
principle, but with concerns about Infrastructure. 56% want Green Belt land protected. 

In September-October we listened. That is the Neighbourhood Plan priority. The 
September Surveys, the May Straw Poll and two Open Days cannot replace listening 
to groups and individuals. We have listened to the W.I., brought together the two 
Parish Chairmen, talked to Brookes Estates, Area Churches, Age UK, Oxford Diocese 
(re. the Primary Academy), and the SODC Air Quality Officer who has monitored 
Wheatley since 2006. Two Planning Officers were quizzed over inconsistencies by the 
full WNP Committee. Brookes Town Planning students are investigating for us the 
capacity of the built-on Brookes site for development. Still missing is the promised 
SODC feedback from the joint Open Day with WNP here in July. The volume of 
responses to other site proposals is delaying it. 

Our NP adviser left in August, and while we need less and less advice now, we do 
need information and news. In June SODC Planners promised to help us write THE 
PLAN, but now can offer no help. We need news about Parliament’s new Bill to 
strengthen NPs, but no bulletin keeps District NPs informed. We need intelligence 
about housing development and appeals. We have now decided to invest in a 
Neighbourhood Planning Company of former planners. They will draw on our 
evidence pool and write THE PLAN professionally. Too many NPs have been rejected 
in planning appeals by developers’ lawyers. Originally the advice was ‘listen to the 
community and write the Plan in amateur volunteer language’. Reality now demands 
that we enlist professional help and savvy. We have been prudent with the £19,000 
we are allocated and therefore have the money to professionalise our Plan. 

Brookes brownfield site inset into the Green Belt is our focus, but our House and Land 
Team have also explored brownfield ‘bits’ in Wheatley for potential infill and perhaps 
as bargaining chips. In June, SODC proposed ‘housing and mixed development’ at 
Brookes, and nothing proposed for Wheatley. In August, Brookes put it on the market 
for the highest bidder. Inevitably there are talks behind closed doors, but I believe 
Brookes are being good neighbours. Roy Gordon and local Parish Councillors met 
with Brookes Estates in September. When a Planner says ‘at least 300+’ it means 
600+ and more. Early in November, Brookes announced its Environmental Impact 
Survey. We were notified beforehand and promised a place in discussions. Using a 
model of ‘750 houses maximum’ Brookes are employing specialist companies to test 
site capacity, its potential links with and its impact on the surrounding area. WNP have 
a seat at the first EIS meeting in December and WNP / local parishes can question the 
process and the results of the EIS. Early recognition of an NP (after you have listened 
to the community, but before the draft PLAN is finalised) is increasingly being given by 
Planning Inspectors. WNP should be on its feet and ‘made’ in the first half of 2017.  
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HIGH STREET IMPROVEMENTS 
Tim Davies, Parish Councillor and Chair of the High Street Improvements 
Advisory Group  

On 5th September, the WPC unanimously agreed to the following proposal “An 
advisory group be established to draw up a proposal for sorting out the Village Centre 
which includes ‘Toilet Sq.’. The object is to make the centre attractive, welcoming and 
to maximise all parking opportunities.  The group should include shop owners, a 
lawyer, an architect and no more than 4 parish councillors”.  

Meetings have been held at the Merry Bells on 10th and 31st October. As I write this, 
the next meeting is due on 21st November at 5.00pm.  The meetings are open to all 
residents and it is hoped many of you will attend.  If you are unable to attend send  
your email address to daviestl@hotmail.com and I will ensure you receive notes of our 
meetings.  They are currently held early to enable retailers to attend. 

We have formed three sub-groups: 

Retailers (Ian Germain – chair): – Working with the Retailers Association to see what 
can be done to improve customer flow through parking enhancements.  This is to help 
ensure we keep our shops and businesses, whilst considering residents’ concerns. 

Toilet Sq. (Georgina Roberts – chair): – Their aim is to aesthetically improve the 
space opposite Costcutter's, outside the barn and entrance to garages.  A schematic 
illustration has been drawn up with the help on an architect and both the Primary 
School and WPS Art department have been asked to help with mural design 
suggestions.  See back cover for schematic. 

Parking/Railway (David Harverson – chair):  A parking survey is to be carried out in 
conjunction with the Neighbourhood Plan group.  As the Railway is being sold this 
option for parking no longer exists. 

 

mailto:daviestl@hotmail.com
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WHEATLEY PARK SCHOOL NEWS 
Kate Curtis, Headteacher 

A confident start to the school year 
The school year has seen a confident culture growing at Wheatley Park. Boosted 
by our positive Ofsted report and by our encouraging exam results, we are 
pushing ahead with some outstanding learning opportunities. We are in the midst 
of the UCAS season, with applications being sent off to seek opportunities in 
Oxford and Cambridge as well as in a wide range of other universities. The 
courses applied for are tremendously diverse, ranging from Aerospace 
Engineering to English and Philosophy. We make sure the academic 
qualifications are secure, and we also take pride in building character, leadership 
and responsibility. We have recently become a centre for the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award.  

Any Questions?  
We were proud recently to host a very lively evening of debate and discussion for 
BBC Radio 4’s ‘Any Questions?’. The panel was ably chaired by Jonathan 
Dimbleby, who navigated a range of issues including the rule of law, FIFA’s 
attitude to the poppy emblem and, of course, the thorny issue of grammar 
schools. Theo Hyland, age 12, posted the question ‘If my school became a 
grammar school would I have a better chance of becoming Prime Minister?’. The 
panel, made up of Lord Ashdown, Nicky Morgan MP, John Mann MP and Laura 
Perrins, shared their view and then heard Theo tell them that ‘Overall, Grammar 
Schools are a bad idea’. The audience proved a lively one, with applause and 
boos as well as the odd heckle. It was wonderful to hear the panel pay warm 
compliments to Wheatley’s young people, noting that they were impressive and a 
credit to their community. 

Finance Governor  
Would you like to be a Governor at Wheatley Park? We are keen to recruit a new 
Governor, and particularly seeking someone who has the ability to monitor and 
support the school’s budget. If this could be you, please contact us at 
office@wheatleypark.org 

A change at the top 
Readers of the Newsletter will know that I will be leaving Wheatley Park School at 
the end of December 2016, after 17 years in the school, of which 12 were as 
Headteacher. I am enormously grateful to all those in Wheatley who have given 
me such tremendous support in my time as Headteacher. I am proud to hand the 
school to my successor, Mr Tim Martin, who will lead alongside the Governing 
Body and take the school to even higher standards. 
 

mailto:office@wheatleypark.org
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REPORT ON BUS SERVICES 
Tim Davies, Parish Councillor - Public Transport Representative 

A meeting was held at the Merry Bells on 26th October to discuss what could be done 
following the announcement that Heyfordian were going to withdraw their 103,108 and 
118 services from 2nd December 2016.  Approximately 60 residents of Wheatley and 
neighbouring villages attended. 

Those residents living in Littleworth for whom the 103 is a lifeline and businesses, 
especially the language school, are most affected.  We should also be mindful of 
those in neighbouring villages who will be without any form of public transport. 

Considerations: Heyfordian should be given credit for trying to operate a service since 
July for which they received no subsidy.  There was criticism of their schedules and 
reliability but this was mainly after they had served notice.  Other operators are in the 
process of withdrawing services in the county. 

At the meeting the following alternative options were discussed: 

1: The new Comet bus service utilises the downtime of the OCC minibus fleet 
between 10.30am and 2.30pm.  Individuals and groups can register to book transport 
for one off or regular trips.  The cost is per vehicle not per individual.  Parish Clerks 
have been sent details or call 01865 323201 to register.  The Web link is 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/oxfordshire-comet  

2: CT online www.ctonline.org.uk/search/ This is a community transport search facility 
that allows users to seek out local community-run transport services in any area of the 
UK. It provides links to operators’ own web services.  These differ vastly from area to 
area but you are urged to log onto their web site. 

3: To prepare a business plan with the aim of attracting funding from private charities, 
businesses and local government (district and parish) to operate a community bus 
service.  For Wheatley/Littleworth this would mean combining with Horspath to run a 
service to the village to enable residents to reach Morland House Surgery and the 280 
bus service between Oxford/Thame and Aylesbury. Steps are underway to explore 
this option. 

 

 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/oxfordshire-comet
http://www.ctonline.org.uk/search/
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FRIENDS OF THE MAPLE TREE CHILDREN'S CENTRE: SOME GOOD 
NEWS! 
Charlie Payne 

The Maple Tree, which was due to close in early 2017, has been thrown a lifeline 
by Wheatley Parish Council. In November, the council voted unanimously to 
pledge at least £10,000 to support the Maple Tree next year. 

The centre allows local families to get help and support early on in their children's 
lives which prevents problems building up and so reduces the workload of GPs, 
schools and social services. 

4 out of 5 Wheatley children pass through the Maple Tree's doors and 88% of 
families said their lives had got better because of it. 

But this is not just about children - Parish Council support will allow us to retain a 
modern, welcoming facility for use by the whole community. 

If you have any suggestions for groups, events or meetings that could be 
held in the Maple Tree in future, or would like to look around the facility, 
please contact Charlie Payne, charlie@handsupteach.co.uk / 01865 876 617. 

 

 

    

javascript:top.openWin('/WorldClient.dll?Session=YHEMPIV&View=Compose&New=Yes&To=charlie@handsupteach.co.uk','Compose',800,600,'yes');
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THE HISTORY FILE: WHEATLEY’S MOTORWAY 
John Fox 

The Stokenchurch-Birmingham M40 opened in January 1991. We had watched it 
change colour, from grey-brown dug clay to a grey-white ribbon across our fields. 
White concrete bridges joined Wheatley to the Thame road. The stone 19th 
century Waterperry Bridge was discarded to sulk behind the growth on Holton 
Brook. (See it on the right as you approach the Waterperry Flyover.) I filmed 
construction work using an ancient Ferguson Videostar - slung tape deck, lead 
battery and shoulder camera. A works truck offered us its tailboard to film while it 
drove at speed through the mud for dramatic effect.  In summer 1990 the 
unpainted but finished road allowed unique Sunday walks to Thomley footbridge 
and beyond, to the wartime firing range butts uncovered by clearing woodland. 
When white lines appeared, children played in the fast lane and balance-danced 
along the lines. An Oakley Aerodrome hangar hosted jumble sales for the ‘Save 
Our Fields’ campaigns: everyone agreed Otmoor’s Alice in Wonderland 
‘chessboard’ had to be saved. Nearer home a farmer’s plough blade, too long for 
a scheduled site, broke open a Saxon grave. Motorway excavations had taken 
away all the professional archaeologists. A temporary permit allowed me to 
uncover and report. Students studied it (schools have only plastic skeletons) and 
Mrs Keene checked his teeth. Young and male, he had arthritis, a pre-mortem 
broken leg, and molars worn down by the millstone grit in Saxon sandwiches. 
They lacked the mesh to sieve their flour. The M40 has now reached the age that 
Saxon once was. 
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WHEATLEY WI www.wheatleywi.com 
Joyce Coveley 

The first meeting of the autumn season took place on September 20th.  The 
President, Jenny Todd, opened the meeting and introduced Simon Shew and Roy 
Gordon who talked to members about the Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan.  Most 
of the audience were familiar with the proposals, having already attended 
meetings and taken part in consultations, but it was an opportunity to ask 
questions and make suggestions.  This was followed by music from 
Pandemonium, a group of 4 musicians who between them played a variety of 
instruments, interspersed with amusing and interesting commentary.  The group 
had been singing together, all around Oxfordshire, for 24 years but this was their 
first visit to Wheatley. Their mix of music and prose made for an entertaining 
evening. 

In October, members met for the Harvest Bring and Share Supper.  The evening 
started with a short business meeting, before forty plus members and visitors 
(from Quarry, Garsington and Horton cum Studley WIs) enjoyed the shared 
supper. There was a variety of savoury foods, followed by a selection of autumnal 
desserts (made by the committee) to tempt all. Everyone was encouraged to buy 
the wonderful goods made by our talented Craft Group and displayed on their 
stall, the profits from which will go to the Denman Appeal. 

On 15th November Pam Nixon spoke about writing "My First Novel”, then on 13th 
December it will be the Christmas Party.  The New Year starts on January 17th, 
when Sara Fletcher will talk about the Harwell Research Complex.  To find out 
more come along to a meeting or look on our web site. 

 

http://www.wheatleywi.com/
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WHEATLEY PLAYING FIELD TRUST 
Paul Willmott, Chairman 

The Trust would like to thank the Parish Council for recently agreeing a draft 
lease. It has been a complex issue but is finally nearing conclusion. Once signed, 
a great many sources of funding will become available. The Trust is now 
managing the field at zero cost to the Parish Council. 

Regrettably, two football teams folded this season but encouraging signs are now 
emerging that the exodus of local players has reversed. In their place two youth 
teams, U12s and U15s, are now playing their home fixtures at Holton, in what is 
probably the most prestigious league in the country. Many of the boys are 
students at Wheatley Park School and it is encouraging that, by the end of the 
season, there could be a Wheatley Park School U17 team playing their first 
organised games. 

The most recent new user of the field is a ladies American Football team. They 
approached the Trust, being in need of a training facility. 

Holton and Wheatley Cricket Club and Wheatley Tennis Club, who both currently 
play at Oxford Brookes University, are seeking to return to Holton.  

Wheatley Park School use the playing field 5 days a week for 192 days a year. 

The clubhouse, which was funded and built by Wheatley RUFC, is available to 
users of the field and is currently being used by all clubs. 

Finally, the Trust would like to remind all dog owners that dog walking is not 
allowed or condoned although we know it happens. Hopefully owners who feel 
the need to take a shortcut across the fields will be responsible enough to keep 
their dogs on leads away from the pitches and other grass areas that are used 
daily for sport by children and adults. Also, that they will clear up and dispose of 
any mess. 

For contact and further information, including bookings, please visit the website: 
www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk or email: 
enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk 

 

   

http://www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk
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WHEATLEY LIBRARY AND FRIENDS OF WHEATLEY LIBRARY 
Wendy Stanton, Library Manager 

Dates to note: 

3rd December: Sale of books, Christmas decorations, stocking fillers and cakes by 
Friends of Wheatley Library.  The proceeds will be used to support the library. 

14th December, 11th January and 25th January: Computer tuition. 

Ongoing: Colouring and craft activities for children of all ages. 

1st February: Local author Clare Abbott talks about her book “Faithful of days: the 
story of Robert Crighton, master mariner”. 

Volunteering Opportunities: 

 Someone to help residents at the Triangle care home have access to 

library books. 

 Someone to lead story or rhyme time events on Thursday afternoons. 

 Someone to be part of the team helping with regular tasks in the library.  

We currently have an opening on either a Wednesday afternoon or a 

Friday morning. 

We have hosted a few events of late and below are reviews by two of the people 
who attended them. 

An Evening of Story-Telling 

On 19th October, a group of people assembled for an evening of storytelling by 
Viv Vernede, a trained storyteller. Nobody knew what to expect but all of us were 
enthralled by stories of derring-do, kings, princes and princesses, myths, legends, 
dragons and treasures, love and romance, all connected in some way with 
Oxford. 

We heard about Tom and the Sleeping King, another was King Llud with dragons 
as a bonus feature, St Frideswide, the Anglo-Saxon necklace found in Wheatley 
in the 19th C and Matilda, claimant to the throne during the Civil War. 

Viv then continued with two ghost stories, one of the beautiful Rosamund who 
haunts Godstow and another from the Civil War, about a girl called Prudence 
Burcote who haunts the Old Bank Hotel on the High, where she lived. 

It was an extremely entertaining evening so if you get the chance to listen to Viv 
at any time please take the opportunity - Linda Price. 

Author Talk 

On 2 November Phillip Gooden, an author who lives in Holton, gave a fascinating 
talk on how the English language has changed through input from other 
languages. Phillip has written an interesting book called “May We Borrow Your 
Language? “He talked about words and their meanings from Anglo Saxon to the 
present day. Words such as ‘slogan’ which comes from Gaelic and ‘ketchup’ from 
Hindi. The book is available in the library to borrow - Vivien Vernede. 
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JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING TECHNICOLOUR DREAMCOAT 
Ruth Burdett 

Following the success of Godspell in the Spring of last year, Wheatley Area Churches 
are planning to stage Andrew Lloyd Webber’s hit musical Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat at the end of April 2017. The show, which is packed full of 
memorable numbers such as Any Dream Will Do and Close Every Door, will feature 
the same production team as Godspell, with musical directors Ed and Alexandra 
Hewitt, director Peter Fanning and the Wheatley Community Choir under the direction 
of Rachel Cave. 

Auditions: Actors and singers are warmly invited to audition. Auditions will take place 

in the Wheatley United Reform Church on Sunday 11th December from 2.30 pm. 
Further details may be obtained by emailing joseph.wheatley2017@gmail.com 

 
WHEATLEY’S BUDDING AUTHORS: ENTER A SHORT STORY CONTEST 

Aspiring authors are being urged to enter OCC's Library Service short story 
competition 2017.The popular annual contest to find the county’s best new writers has 
categories for ‘adults’ and ‘young adults’. Stories should be a work of original fiction 
which has never before been seen or published, and should be submitted by 4th 
January. The lucky winners, who will be announced in March, will see their entries 
published as an eBook and available via the library website, to be borrowed and read 
across the county. 

Entries should be between 500 and 3,000 words, including the title. To find out how to 
enter and for full terms and conditions, please visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries 

mailto:joseph.wheatley2017@gmail.com
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
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 "THE PLAYING OF THE MERRY ORGAN SWEET SINGING IN THE CHOIR" 
Roger Simmonds 

On Wednesday evening 14th December, there will be a celebration of Christmas 
Music at 7.30pm in St. Bartholomew's Church Holton. The concert will feature 
choral pieces by Musica Viva and pieces for organ played on the delightful little 
organ in the church. There will be Carols for all to sing and the evening will finish 
with Mince Pies and Mulled Wine. 

The Choir will be directed by Roger Simmonds and the organist will be Peter 
Foster, these two musicians being ex-Heads of Music at Wheatley Park School. 
Tickets at £10 for adults, £5 for students and children with a family ticket at £20 
are available from Edna Ackroyd T.872198 and Cecilia Hulse T.872685. 

Proceeds from the evening will be for the Friends of St Bartholomew's Church. 
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SUSTAINABLE WHEATLEY 
Tim Blightman 

Many thanks to all those who came along to our first Apple Day at the Merry Bells 

on Oct 29th, especially those who helped. During the day, we pressed enough 

apples to make 126 bottles of juice. 

This was the end of a busy couple of months during which time we visited about a 

dozen houses and a team of over 20 pickers, plus on 2 occasions, pupils from the 

John Watson School, harvested almost half a ton (469Kg) of fruit. As well as 

making juice, the fruit was distributed around the village and donated to various 

organisations. 

Christmas Tips 

As autumn gives way to winter, thoughts turn to Christmas and here are some 

tips for recycling over the period:  

 Christmas cards and wrapping paper can be put in the green bin as long 

as there is no glitter or sparkly stuff on them 

 Foil trays from mince pie packs and the plastic inserts (as well as the 

cardboard packaging) can go in the green bin 

 So, too can the plastic inserts in biscuit tins, but not the tins themselves 

unfortunately 

 Batteries can be left in a clear bag on top of your green bin for collection 

 Real Christmas trees, holly, wreaths etc. can go in the garden bin 

(chopped up if necessary to make them fit) 

Don’t forget to put things in the green bin either separate or in completely see-

through (e.g cellophane) sacks. Overflow can be left in these sorts of sack or in 

an open cardboard box. 

If you’re having a clear-out over Christmas, don’t forget any usable items you no 

longer want can be brought along to our next Swapshop on January 28th in The 

Merry Bells from 9.30 to 11.00am. All stuff that could be of use to others is 

welcome before 10.15am and you can take anything away.  
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WHEATLEY FILM CLUB 
Graeme Freeman 

New members are welcome for 2017 … read more at our website 
www.wheatleyfilmclub.org 

We are delighted to have just finished the first year of Wheatley’s community 
cinema. We’ve built up a loyal membership, found a great venue, and watched 
some brilliant films – comedies, dramas and thrillers; classic and new!  

Our home is the Wheatley Fire Station who have kindly allowed us to setup our 
projector, big screen and sound system in their comfortable social club room 
upstairs. We can have a drink, nibbles and chat and have enjoyed films for all 
tastes from Groundhog Day to Twelve Monkeys; The Kings Speech to The Full 
Monty. 

As I write, the members are voting on our programme for 2017 and front runners 
at the moment include Hannah and Her Sisters, 12 Years a Slave, Thelma & 
Louise, and Alan Partridge: Alpha Papa. So, it looks like we will enjoy another 
varied selection! 

If you want to enjoy a good film on your doorstep, in a relaxed environment with a 
drink and a chat, then read more at www.wheatleyfilmclub.org. We are a not for 
profit community cinema and all our income is spent on kit and licenses and any 
excess is split with the Fire Fighters Charity. 

New memberships are still available for £25 (or £40 for two people). See our 
website for more details on how to join. 

  

http://www.wheatleyfilmclub.org/
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A DICKENS OF A START TO CHRISTMAS! 

A version of Charles Dickens’ much loved ‘A CHRISTMAS CAROL’ will be performed 
in St Mary’s Church, Wheatley On December 9th and 10th. The performances will be at 
7.30pm on Friday night and on Saturday at 2pm and 7pm. It’s ‘kids friendly’, a bit 
scary but a lot of fun! 

Tickets are £7.50 each, £5 for under 16s, students and senior citizens. Or you can buy 
a family ticket for £20 to cover 2 adults and up to 3 children.  

Seating’s limited so you are advised to book early. You can book tickets by emailing 
Jonathan Barker: jbjonathanbarker@gmail.com or ringing Kit Arnold Tel: 01844 
339673 or from any member of the cast. 

VILLAGE PRODUCE ASSOCIATION 
Aaron Savage 

Another year begins and our longest night has passed.  We wish everyone a 
prosperous and peaceful New Year.  For many it is already time to start on the year’s 
vegetable crops.  Some will have their garlic in the ground.  Varieties such as Solent 
Wight are designed to endure our winters very well.  It copes with cold, but doesn’t like 
sitting in water, so well-drained soil is definitely preferred to get some gourmet cloves 
in the Spring.  For those with grow lights, onion seeds may also be underway.  
Nothing else will grow much unaided until we get 10 hours of light in the day in 
February.  

Our next VPA meeting celebrates our Annual Prize Quiz and takes place on 10th 
January at 7:30pm at the Merry Bells.  Come and test your knowledge and maybe 
learn a few new things.  We welcome new members, so come along and join us. 

WHEATLEY CARE REQUIRES A NEW TREASURER 
Kath Lamont 

The committee meets on a quarterly basis. The role would involve: - income & 
expenditure, petty cash and bank reconciliation, producing quarterly statements for 
committee meetings and producing the annual summary with comparison to the 
previous year.  If anyone is interested, please call Kath Lamont 01865 876609. 

mailto:jbjonathanbarker@gmail.com
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TIME FOR PANTOMIME! 
Ian Germain 

As many of you know, we are returning to our ‘spiritual home’, Wheatley Primary 
School, for this year’s Pantomime, 'Jack and the Beanstalk’, with all of your 
favourite characters played by a cast of local talent literally aged from 8 to 80! 

To celebrate our return, we held our Annual Peter Wild Awards Night in 
November, with a Ceilidh, with music from Mick Jones’ Black Fox Band and 
‘calling’ from Gareth Morris preceded by a ‘sing-along’ with the 10-piece Eynsham 
Ukulele Band. It was a great night, bringing back the good times that we have 
enjoyed at the school for the past 30 years and we were personally welcomed by 
the new Headteacher, Karen MacKenzie, who enthusiastically joined in the fun 
and the dancing. 

So, we will be back onstage with our Pantomime, Jack and the Beanstalk on 
January 20th and 21st and includes a two-headed, three-legged Giant, Daisy the 
Cow with all the usual characters; our Dame, Pantomime Demon, Fairy Queen, 
King and Princess supported by a cast of thousands. Well, there’s a lot of ‘em, but 
you’ll just have to come and see for yourself. We look forward to seeing you at the 
Primary School. Oh, yes we will! 
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NEWS FROM WHEATLEY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
Zena Knight 

This year the URC is organising a “longest night worship” on Thursday, 22 
December at 6.00pm. Also, called “Blue Christmas” (from blue as in “I have the 
blues”) it recognises and honours the fact that for many people, the approaching 
Christmas holiday does not bring with it the joy and buzz that is advertised on 
television, in shops and in greeting cards. A lot of people are dealing with the 
death of a loved one, facing life after divorce or separation, coping with 
unemployment, living with cancer or some other serious disease or with any other 
situations of loss and emotional trauma. Parties, big family reunions and joviality 
are therefore painful, inappropriate and unwelcome and a Longest Night service 
aims to create a sacred space for people living through such dark times. The 
service has a reflective and meditative feel and comprises readings, music and 
meditations. It also uses candles, with people in the congregation invited to come 
forward and light a candle in memory of someone or to mark an event in their 
lives. It hopes to be a time where participants have an opportunity to grieve, but 
also to experience light and hope. Even if it is a Christian-inspired service, 
everyone in the community is invited to participate and experience a quiet, 
spiritual time during an otherwise very busy season. 

On Christmas Eve, we have a service of Carols at 6.00pm and the Christmas Day 
service is at 10.00am. See the Notice Board and Diary for our other activities. 
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GO ACTIVE GOLD - ACTIVITIES FOR THE 60+ 
Conor Grogan 

Go Active Gold is a project funded by Sport England to support 
people in rural villages to increase residents' physical activity 
levels, with a focus on social and mental well-being too. 

Yoga - relieve stress and improve on strength and flexibility! 
Tuesdays, 10–11am, £5, at Holton Village Hall. 

Senior Circuits - improve balance, mobility and strength whilst socialising 
with friends! Thursdays, 10–11am, £5, at Holton Village Hall. 

Pilates - create an evenly conditioned body, reducing injury and improving 
joint mobility! Fridays, 1.30pm – 2.30pm, £5, at Great Milton Pavilion. 

Vintage Village Games - join us for Fun and Friendly Competitions with 
Prizes (Seated and Standing) All Ability Levels Welcome!  
Tuesday 6 December, 10–11am, £2, at Great Milton Pavilion. 

FREE Horspath Activity Taster Day for the 60+ 
Wednesday 1 February 2017, 9:30am – 12:30pm, at Horspath Village Hall. 
Potential activities on the day: Senior Circuits, Pilates, Yoga, Tai Chi, Keep Fit, 
Walking, Table Tennis and Dance. We are also offering free functional fitness 
MOTs! 

If you would like to register your interest or book on to a class email: 
Conor.Grogan@southandvale.gov.uk or T: 07717 326660 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:Conor.Grogan@southandvale.gov.uk
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SHOTOVER WILDLIFE 
Ivan Wright 

Since 1999, Shotover Wildlife has specialised in 
recording and conserving wildlife at Shotover 
SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest). Come and join us. 

Regular bird surveys have been operated by Shotover Wildlife for many 
years, two of which cover the Wheatley and Horspath side of the Hill. The 
morning surveys are every month and last about two hours. Experienced 
identifiers and beginners are equally welcome. These surveys are a great 
opportunity to learn or practice identifying birds and birdsong. 

Practical conservation work sessions are organised for the 2nd Sunday of 
each month (9.30am – 3pm). We need more people to help us with our 
habitat work – heathland and wetland restoration in the summer, and 
coppicing in Brasenose Wood in the winter. You’ll be helping us manage for 
important wildlife in one of the most beautiful wild places in Oxfordshire – and 
it’s right on your doorstep! 

No previous experience is necessary, gloves, tools and instruction are 
provided, and the purpose and wildlife context of the work is always 
explained. The sessions are fully insured and led by experienced Shotover 
Wildlife ecologists/conservationists. 

Come along and see if you enjoy our varied and interesting practical work. 
Stay for as long as you wish, and find out why Shotover is such a special 
place for wildlife.  

If you would like to help with conservation work or join one of our bird teams - 
just contact Ivan. Tel: 01865 874423 or email:  
irwright@shotover-wildlife.org.uk 
 
 
 

 

mailto:irwright@shotover-wildlife.org.uk
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WHEATLEY SOCIETY 
Mary Hall, Chair 

In October, we had two well-attended events. The first was a second trip to Ardley 
Incinerator. It is fascinating to see how the rubbish we place in the non-
recyclables bins can in fact be used to generate power. The end of landfill is in 
sight. 

The second was a very interesting presentation led by David Harverson on the 
University of the Third Age (U3A). You need no qualifications to join, but you gain 
none by participating! However, you can take up hobbies, study, go on visits or 
take up sports. It just takes 3 or more people with a common interest and way to 
further their interest to have a U3A group. The concept met with approval so 
groups may be setting up in Wheatley before long. 

On November 11th, appropriately, a WW1 Commemoration talk was given by 
Peter Vass; 'To War with Pencil and Paintbrush:  British Art and Propaganda in 
the 1st World War'. Insightful discussion followed. The ever-popular Clever Clogs 
Quiz was on November 25th, John Duffelin was the quizmaster and the format 
was the same as usual; tables of 6 and people brought their own food and drink. 

As Christmas is such a busy period for everyone we will return with our first event 
of 2017 on Thursday January 19th; a talk by Kevin Heritage on Wheatley and 
Holton – look for more details on posters nearer the time. Season’s Greetings to 
all. 
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IN FLANDERS FIELDS 
This poem was read out by a group of children from Wheatley Primary Academy at 
the short service held in The Memorial Gardens at 11am on 11th November 2016. 

In Flanders Fields by Major John McCrae, May 1915 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 
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WHEATLEY DAY BY DAY 

WEEKLY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon, Tues to Fri. All 
welcome. 
Wheatley Nursery School Every weekday from 8 am to 3 pm 

next to the Primary School in Littleworth Road Contact 01865 
452725. 
Wheatley Pre-School.  Behind the Primary School car park.  
Littleworth Road. Sessions Mon - Fri 9.00 to 11.45 am and 1.00 
to 3.30 pm Call 01865 873687 to visit, to register, or for 
information. 
Sharecare Community Club Age UK Oxfordshire 9.30am - 2pm 
Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays at Holton Village Hall. An 
opportunity for older people to meet with others. Contact Jackie 
Capper, Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or 07827 235 425. 
 

SUNDAY St Mary the Virgin:  Every Sunday 8 am Holy Communion. 
1st Sunday 10 am Parish Praise.  2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays, 10am 
Sung Eucharist with King’s Club for Children.  4th Sunday 10am 
service is Food Bank Sunday. Please bring a donation for the 
Food Bank. Kings Club for children runs every week apart from 
the 1st Sunday of the month alongside the 10am service. 
URC: Services at 10am. Holy Communion on 1st & 3rd 
Sundays. 1st Sunday is Food Bank Sunday. Afternoon tea on 
1st Sunday, 2.30-4.30pm. 
Wheatley Community Church: Every Sunday 10.30am, Merry 
Bells. 
Our Lady of Lourdes: Vigil Mass now on Saturday at 6pm. 
Wheatley Rugby Club Minis & Juniors Training (6-16yrs) 
10am - noon, Wheatley Playing Field. Contact: 
Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com 
 

MONDAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SODC Collections: (except Bank Holidays). Food refuse 
weekly; wheelie bins for general waste, recycling waste and 
garden waste on alternate Mondays, see p65 for calendar. 
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm 
Carers and Toddlers.  Every Monday in school term at URC 
Hall, Crown Square 9.30 to 11.30 am. Everyone welcome.  Age 
0 - 3 with adult.  Details: Enid (08165) 872403. 
Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group. Every Monday in the 
Library, 10am - 12noon in school term time. Also 2nd Mon in the 
month 7-9pm in school term time. 
Not-So-Young Club, URC Hall. 2-4pm. Every 2 wks - see diary. 
Beaver Scouts, boys and girls aged 6-8, during term time, 5.30-
6.30pm, at the Scout Hut, Holloway Rd (Tel: 01865 874997) 
Brownies meet in the URC Hall 5.30 to 7pm in term time. 
Wheatley Bridge Club. Holton Village Hall. 7pm. 
Community Choir URC Hall, 7.30 to 9 pm in term time. 

mailto:Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
mailto:Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com


67 
 

TUESDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon 
Yoga for the over 60s Holton Village Hall 10-11am 
St Mary’s Guild meets every 4th Tuesday in the URC Hall, 2.15 

pm.  New members always welcome See Diary for details. 
Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors Training, 7pm, Wheatley 
Playing Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com 
Wheatley Women’s Institute www.wheatleywi.com  Meets on 
the 3rd Tues of each month in the Merry Bells at 7.15pm (except 
no meeting in August and the December meeting is held on the 
2nd Tuesday of the month). New members and visitors are 
welcome at our talks and outings. Contact Jenny 07803 937936 
Wheatley Singers in the URC Hall 7.15 – 9pm, all welcome. 
Contact Celia Pagel 01865 872250 
St Mary’s Church open for prayer and reflection 7.30 to 9pm 
 

WEDNESDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon  
Parish Office Public Opening.  9.30-11.30am Details: 875615 
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm 
Wheatley Library Coffee Morning every 1st Wednesday of the 
month, 10am - noon 
St Mary the Virgin 12 noon, Holy Communion. 
Cub Scouts.  Boys and girls aged 8-10 ½, 6.45 - 8.l5 pm, at the 
Scout Hut, Holloway Road.  Contact 01865 874284 
Guides meet in the URC Hall, 7 to 8.30 pm, in term time. 
Holton Table Tennis Club 7- 9pm at Holton Village Hall 
Everyone from 10 years of age upwards, all abilities. 
Great Milton & District Local History Society.  Meetings 4th 

Wednesday of month, Great Milton School 7.30 pm. Non-
members welcome. Details: (01844) 279567 
Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers and Joggers.  7.30-8.30pm, The 
Park Sports Centre, Contact Helen Coombes on 01865 872551 
or 07979 538557 
 

THURSDAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon  
United Reformed Church coffee morning on the first Thursday, 
each month from 10 am - noon. All welcome. 
Wheatley Walks. 10-11am. Meet at the Park Sports Centre - 
details from Anne on 872628 or Jean on 873430. 
Senior Circuits 10-11am, Holton Village Hall 
Age UK Information Drop-in, free info & advice. 2nd in month. 
The Merry Bells 10.30 - 11.30am. Contact: Ruth 07827 235417. 
Wheatley Archive Room. The Merry Bells 2-5 pm. 
Xstream.  An after-school club for primary children, 3.15 to 4.30 
pm at the Primary School. 
Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors & Juniors Training, 7pm, 
Wheatley Playing Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com 

Explorer Scouts. Boys and girls aged 14-18, 7-9pm at the 
Scout Hut, Holloway Road (07745 285938) 

mailto:Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
http://www.wheatleywi.com/
mailto:Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
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FRIDAY 
 

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon 
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm  
Horspath Hub Coffee Morning 10.30am to noon 
Scouts. Boys and girls aged 10 ½ to 14, 7 to 9pm, at the Scout 
Hut, Holloway Rd.  Contact 07745 285938 
St. Mary’s Belltower Practice.  Experienced ringers and 
beginners welcome. St Mary’s Church 7.30-9pm. 01865 872250 
 

SATURDAY Parish Office Public Opening 9.30-11.30am 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. Vigil Mass 6pm. Parish Priest; 
The Rev. Canon Mervyn Tower. The Presbytery, Wharton Road, 
Headington OX3 8AJ.  Tel: 01865 672433. 
County & District Councillors' Surgery, 2nd in month. Parish 
Office, 10.30am 
Scrabble Club.  1st in month. Details of venue: T.872628 
 

DECEMBER DIARY 

Thursday 1 Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm 
Wine Circle, Merry Bells, 8pm 

Saturday 3 Christmas Sale, Wheatley Library 9.30am - 1pm 

Sunday  4 Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm 

Monday 5 Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm 
Not so Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm 

Tuesday 6 St Mary's Guild, URC Hall, 2.15pm 

Wednesday 7 Coffee Morning, Wheatley Library, 10am-12pm 

Thursday 8 Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells, 10.30-11.30am 

Friday 9 'A Christmas Carol', St Mary's Church, 7.30pm 

Saturday 10 County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office, 10.30am 
'A Christmas Carol', St Mary's Church, 2.30pm & 7.30pm 

Sunday 11 'Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat' 
Auditions, URC, from 2.30pm 

Monday 12 Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm 
Craft Group, Wheatley Library 7-9pm 

Tuesday 13 WI Christmas Party, Merry Bells, 7.15pm 

Wednesday 14 Computer Buddies, Wheatley Library 10.15am - 12.15pm 
'The Playing of the Merry Organ Sweet Singing in the Choir', 
St Bartholomew's Church, Holton 7.30pm 
Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm 

Friday 16 School Term 2 ends 

Monday 19 F & GP Committee, Merry Bells Coffee Room, 7.30pm 
Not so Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm 

Tuesday 20 Royal British Legion Lunch, New Club, 12 noon for 1pm 
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JANUARY DIARY 

Sunday 1 Tea, Cake and Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm 

Wednesday 4 School Term 3 starts (ends Fri 10th Feb) 
Coffee Morning, Wheatley Library, 10am-12pm 

Thursday 5 Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm 
Wine Circle, Merry Bells, 8pm 

Saturday 8 County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office,10.30am 

Monday 9 Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm 
Not so Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm 
Craft Group, Wheatley Library 7-9pm 
Parish Council, Merry Bells, 7.30pm 

Tuesday 10 Village Produce Association, Merry Bells 7.30pm 

Wednesday 11 Computer Buddies, Wheatley Library 10.15am - 12.15pm 
Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm 

Thursday 12 Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells 10.30-11.30am 

Monday 16 Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm 

Tuesday 17 Women's Institute, Merry Bells, 7.15pm 

Thursday 19 Wheatley Society, Merry Bells, 8pm 

Friday 20 Jack & The Beanstalk, Primary School, 7.30pm 

Saturday 21 Jack & The Beanstalk, Primary School, 2.30pm & 7.30pm 

Monday 23 Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm 
Not so Young Club, URC Hall, 2-4pm 
F & GP Committee, Merry Bells Coffee Room, 7.30pm 

Tuesday 24 St Mary's Guild, URC Hall, 2.15pm 

Wednesday 25 Computer Buddies, Wheatley Library 10.15am - 12.15pm 

Saturday 28 Swap Shop, Merry Bells, 9.30 to 11am 

Monday 30 Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm 

Full details of local organisations can be found in the Wheatley Information Booklet. Copies 
available from the Parish Council office or www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

SODC WASTE COLLECTION DECEMBER 2016 / JANUARY 2017 

Normal collection 
day is Monday 

Revised collection day 
(over the Christmas & 

New Year period) 
Which bin? 

5 December - Green, brown & food 

12 December - Grey & food 

19 December - Green, brown & food 

26 December Wednesday 28 December Grey & food 

2 January Wednesday 4 January Green & food (no garden waste) 

9 January Tuesday 10 January Grey & food 

16 January - Green, brown & food 

23 January - Grey & food 

30 January - Green, brown & food 

http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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KEY CONTACTS 
Local Governance:   

To report potholes, fly-tipping, 
broken paving, vandalism on-line 

- www.fixmystreet.com 

Oxfordshire CC 01865 792422 www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 

OCC Family Information Service  08452 262636 fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

OCC Highways  0845 310 1111 highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Street light fault line 0800 317802  

County Councillor Anne Purse 01865 351404 anne.purse@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

South Oxfordshire DC 01235 422422 www.southoxon.gov.uk 

Missed Bin Collection 03000 610610 admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk 

Bulky Household Waste 01235 422406 waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk 

SODC Housing 01235 422422 housing@southandvale.gov.uk 

SODC Planning Applications 01235 422600 planning@southoxon.gov.uk 

District Councillor Toby Newman 01865 872239 toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk 

Wheatley Parish Council 01865 875615 clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Local information:   

AGE UK contact Janet Carr 01865 875126  

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire 03444 111 444 caox.org.uk 

The Maple Tree Children's Centre 01865 873916 mapletreecc@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Merry Bells Village Hall 01865 872073 merrybells.org.uk 

St Mary's Church 01865 872224  vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 

Wheatley Care Scheme (transport 
to hospital or GP surgery) 

07505 543750  

Wheatley Library 01865 875267 wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Wheatley Park Sports Centre 01865 872128 better.org.uk/venues/park 

Wheatley Park School 01865 872441 www.wheatleypark.org 

Wheatley CE Primary School 01865 872366 www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk 

Services:   

Emergency - Police, Fire, 
Ambulance 

999  

Police non-emergency 101 www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

A&E reception at the JR Hospital 01865 220208/9  

GP Surgery, Morland House 01865 872448 www.morland-house.co.uk 

NHS 111 - non-emergency 111 www.nhs.uk 

Gas Emergency 0800 111 999 http://www2.nationalgrid.com/uk/safety/ 

Electricity Emergency  0800 072 7282 www.sse.co.uk 

Burst pipe or leak 0800 714 614 www.thameswater.co.uk 

Floodline 0345 988 1188 www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk 

Transport:   

Arriva (280) Bus 0344 800 4411 arrivabus.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London) 01865 785400 brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk 

Oxford Tube (Buses to London) 01865 772250 www.oxfordtube.com 

Park & Ride - www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-
site/park-and-ride 

National Rail Enquiries 03457 484950 nationalrail.co.uk 

http://www.fixmystreet.com/
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:anne.purse@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/
mailto:admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
mailto:waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:housing@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:planning@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.caox.org.uk/
mailto:mapletreecc@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://merrybells.org.uk/
mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
mailto:wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.better.org.uk/venues/park
http://www.wheatleypark.org/
http://www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk/
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
http://www.morland-house.co.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www2.nationalgrid.com/uk/safety/
http://www.sse.co.uk/
http://www.thameswater.co.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk
http://www.arrivabus.co.uk/
http://brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk/
http://www.oxfordtube.com/
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/park-and-ride
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/park-and-ride
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/


71 
 

HIGH STREET IMPROVEMENTS - SEE PAGE 12 

 


