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WHEATLEY NEWSLETTER 
 

The Parish Office, The Merry Bells, 89 High Street, Wheatley OX33 1XP 
Clerk: Michelle Legg, Telephone: (01865) 875615 

email: clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk  
website: www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk  

Editor: Annette Richards, Publisher: Wheatley Parish Council  
email: newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Distribution Organiser: Christine Vernede (01865) 873335 
Distributed by a team of volunteers to all addresses in Wheatley and Holton. 
Also available by post or email on subscription outside the distribution area. 

Cover picture: The Wheatley Christmas Fayre held on 1st Dec 2017. Thank you to Andy 
Cooper for kindly sharing this photo. If anyone has photos of the village or events (past or 
present) we would love to put them on the front cover! 

The Wheatley Newsletter welcomes contributions and advertisements from 
everyone in the two parishes and from businesses and organisations serving 
Wheatley and District.  News and reports from village organisations are particularly 
welcome but contentious issues or articles promoting personal causes should be avoided – 
the Editor reserves the right not to print items and to edit items submitted for publication. 

The views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Parish Council or 
Editor, and no liability can be accepted for any errors or omissions, although we will publish 
corrections. 

The deadline for the April-May edition is Saturday 17th March 2017. Contributions (max. 
250 words, please) to the Parish Office, preferably by email with a Word attachment to 
newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

ADVERTISING 
New adverts can only be included when existing adverts drop out.  Adverts cost £25 & £35 
inc. of VAT per edition, respectively for quarter and half pages. 

Quarter page max. size: 9 cm high by 6 cm wide or 5 cm high by 12.5 cm wide. Half page 
max. size: 9 cm high by 12.5 cm wide. Send as an email attachment (pdf or jpeg format) to 
the above email address. Full page adverts no longer accepted.  

mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:newsletter@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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CHAIR'S COLUMN 
Doug Lamont 

We see and hear so much negative and depressing news that sometimes it feels as if 
the media is only interested in disaster or petty scandal. Continual cuts in funding at 
county and central government level impact directly on local communities creating 
difficult situations for many. 

So, it was a great pleasure to be invited to attend the official opening of Wheatley’s 
The Maple Tree Children’s Centre in early January. Following the withdrawal of 
funding for children’s centres by OCC, a very determined and focused group of 
volunteers decided that closure was not an option and set about raising awareness 
and funds to ensure that this very important local facility did not disappear. A year 
later and the results can only be described as amazing with the centre now 
established as a charitable trust and working hard to raise the much-needed funds 
required to pay for staff and equipment and offering a wide range of activities and 
support for local parents and their children. Those involved deserve our 
congratulations and support as well as our thanks for providing us with a positive, 
good news story to start the year. 

At the Parish Council meeting in January, Mr Martin Street was co-opted as a 
councillor. Martin is a long-term resident of Wheatley and his appointment is warmly 
welcomed. However, at the time of writing, we still have one vacancy so if you feel 
that you would like to be involved, please get in touch with the parish clerk. 

If a little belatedly, I would wish all our local residents and businesses a happy and 
prosperous 2018. 
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CLERK'S COLUMN 
Michelle Legg 

Firstly, I would like to extend a warm Wheatley welcome to all the residents of Mill 
Green who have moved into their new homes. If any of you are able to help 
distribute future copies of the newsletter to your neighbours, please get in touch. 

Forgive me for mentioning Christmas in February but I do want to briefly thank to 
all the businesses and organisations involved in the village Christmas Fair and to 
everyone (far and wide) who came along and supported the event. It was a lovely 
evening and something that we hope to build on for 2018. 

There has been lots of talk about whether councils will increase their council tax 
charges. Although the parish council is the lower of these tiers, your councillors 
agreed at its January meeting to cap our small portion of the council tax at the 
same figure as last year. With this we will continue to help keep the grass cut, 
provide a newsletter to every household, maintain the bus shelters and seats, 
employ four members of staff and to support your local organisations. We will also 
be bidding for some Section 106 money to help us deliver projects to improve 
Farm Close Road Recreation Ground, Village Square (High St) and Holton 
Pavilions. 

If you are interested in getting involved in the work we do, we have one more 
councillor vacancy which we hope to fill at our meeting on February 5th. Please 
contact the parish office to find out more. 

Dates for your Diary - Parish Council Meetings start at 7.30pm 

Parish Council Mon 5th Feb & 5th March Merry Bells Hall 

Planning Committee Wed 14th Feb & 14th March Parish Office 

Finance Committee Mon 19th February Parish Office 

Open Spaces Committee Mon 19th March Parish Office 

GREAT BRITISH SPRING CLEAN 2- 4 MARCH 2018 

The Great British Spring Clean aims to help bring people together to clear up the 
litter that blights their local streets and parks. Litter remains a huge problem 
across the country, causing harm to the environment and wildlife, with councils in 
England having to spend over £700 million on street cleaning services every year. 

To take part in the campaign and for information on how to set up your clean-up 
event visit greatbritishspringclean.org.uk  SODC will be encouraging and 
supporting groups and individuals who want to help by offering equipment to 
borrow free of charge. If you require litter pickers, sacks, gloves and high visibility 
jackets please contact the waste team on waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk or 
call 01235 422146. Please book in your equipment requests as soon as possible 
as there is limited availability and equipment will be allocated on a first come first 
served basis. 

http://www.greatbritishspringclean.org.uk/
mailto:waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
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OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
Kirsten Johnson, County Councillor 

Firstly, may I wish all of you a happy New Year!  I hope 2018 is full of joy, 
friendship and peace in Wheatley and our communities. 

At the Full Council meeting on December 12th, County Councillors voted that they 
were in favour of a Public Inquiry into the Oxford Cambridge Expressway. The 
motion called for Cllr Ian Hudspeth, as Leader of OCC, to write to the government 
requesting an inquiry. I was very pleased to speak in support of this motion. The 
Expressway Action Group, representing many local villages, has been given 
Stakeholder Status in regards to the consultation currently being undertaken by 
Highways England using Jacobs consultancy on the corridor this major road 
should take. Highways England intends to announce a general corridor for the 
road by July 2018, unless, of course, we get our Public Inquiry first. 

Funding to support road safety, including that which encourages cycling, 
alongside the route of HS2 has been announced by the Department for Transport.  
Of the £30m being made available nationally by Government, Oxfordshire will 
receive £1.14m in recognition of the proportion of the route and the number of 
communities affected in the county. 

Officers have begun drawing up the criteria that will help determine which 
schemes can be considered and will begin working with relevant stakeholders 
and communities. The funding is expected to be available until 2026. 

I have been involved in supporting local residents with issues raised – these 
include sorting the pavement running east down London Road from Fairfax Gate 
opposite the Kings Arms, which needed clearing; preventing A2Dominion from 
marking visitor bays on the Public Highway, at the turning circle on the bottom of 
Morland Close; and speaking with OCC about parked car(s) blocking the school 
bus going through Littleworth from Horspath to Wheatley Primary School. 
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SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Toby Newman, District Councillor 

2018 looks like being a significant year for the District Council as we finalise our 
Local Plan, which sets out our vision for the South Oxfordshire area for up to 
2033.  It identifies where housing, retail and employment land should be located 
and the infrastructure required to support this growth, such as new roads, 
schools, health services and sewerage.  The proposed policies in the plan will be 
used to help make decisions on planning applications in the district.  

As Chairman of the South Oxfordshire planning committee, I have been closely 
involved in this process.  If anyone would like to find out more about the local plan 
then I would encourage you to visit me in my surgery (see below).  We expect 
that the examination of the plan will require public hearing sessions, which are 
likely to take place in the spring or summer of this year.   

I have also been working recently with our enforcement teams to crack down on 
building works or building uses that do not have planning permission and we have 
boosted our team in this area. 

We have submitted our response to the latest government consultation 'Planning 
for the right homes in the right places: consultation proposals' regarding changes 
on: 

• how housing needs are calculated 

• how neighbourhood planning groups can have a better idea on housing 

needs 

• how local authorities can work across boundaries 
• making assessments easier and more transparent 

• increasing planning fees where authorities are delivering new homes 

We are generally supportive of the changes and you can read our response on 
our website southoxon.gov.uk/ 

How much of your area is built on? The BBC has created an interesting map that 
shows how much land in every council area of the country has been built on, and 
how it compares with the national averages. bbc.co.uk/news/uk-41901294 

The government is setting out a vision for the country's railways, which is likely to 
have an effect on our districts. The Department for Transport is also setting out its 
proposals for improving train services on the Great Western rail network after the 
current franchise with GWR ends.  They are running a consultation to help identify 
passengers most pressing priorities for improvements from 2020 onwards. 

You can respond on our website by searching for consultations, you will need to 
submit your comments by 21 February.  

If you do want to contact me regarding any matter, in the first instance please 
email me at toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk  I also hold a surgery on the 
second Saturday of the month at 10:30am in the Parish Office at The Merry Bells. 

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-41901294
mailto:toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk
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WHEATLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN - JANUARY 2018 
John Fox, WNP Committee Chairman 

On 14 December 2017, the WNP Committee marked 23 months' work and its 19th 
meeting. Hundreds of hours have been put in behind these formal meetings since 
January 2016. Workshops have lasted months, informal meetings happen all the 
time, travel to SODC (36 miles round-trip) is more frequently necessary, phones 
and email are never silent and village volunteers leaflet 1860 homes and help run 
our consultation with the community. 

We have a good working relationship with SODC. OCC have now invited both 
parties to meet to talk roads and infrastructure. WNP has proposed land-use and 
has listened to the community, so we can finally talk about traffic. No promises 
and no hot air, but had we tried to make WNP a traffic campaign in 2016, I would 
not even be writing this report. The Final Draft Version of the Wheatley NP is now 
being written up. Hopefully we can put it to scrutiny and Referendum this Spring. 

1. A much improved History and Character of our NP Area has been written - a 
legal requirement. Wheatley and Holton are rich in both. 

2. We have been ordered (last month!) to produce a Strategic and Environmental 
Impact Assessment [SEA] of the WNP.  When completed (with six weeks 
consultation) it will strengthen our Plan. Localities, our funder, have chosen the 
Assessor already. 

3. WNP have also just contracted a specialist to write our Basic Conditions 
Statement – that we have followed the law, that we have listened to the 
community and that we heed local and national policies. He now waits for our 
Final NP Draft to begin his inspection. 

4. With SODC support, our committee architects are busy analysing sites which 
have been the subject of much WNP and community discussion for the 
regeneration and improvement of Wheatley. 

5. On 19 January we and SODC begin the talks with Oxfordshire CC on 
Infrastructure and Roads. We can now share our own community findings in a 
village which basically is a slip road to the A40 and the M40.  No rash promises 
from us, but keep us in your thoughts in these important talks. Neighbourhood 
Plans have many flaws, but were it not for the last two years work, the door would 
not have been open for such talks at all. 

 

UPDATE ON SOHA PROPERTIES AT 'MILL GREEN' OLD LONDON ROAD 
Liz Roberts, SOHA 

All shared ownership properties have now been reserved for buyers. The rental 
properties will be advertised on SODC Home Choice at the end of Jan/beginning 
of Feb. southoxfordshirehomechoice.org.uk/ 

 

http://www.southoxfordshirehomechoice.org.uk/
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THE HISTORY FILE - Wheatley hamelett, Abbey Tenants for 600 Years 
John Fox 

Danish invaders destroyed Abingdon Abbey in 875. To help finance its rebuilding, 
King Edwy gave 2000 acres at Cuddesdon in 956. The gift-deed lists today's 
Cuddesdon and Wheatley landmarks.  A monk's hooded habit was the workman's 
all-weather overall; monks knew how to build, carve, smelt and farm, the 'prayer 
in action' of men who understood the soil. 

After 1066, parishes and 'glebes' (a priest's allotment) appeared everywhere.  A 
church, not a castle, overlooks the Thame, the Thames and beyond from 
Cuddesdon's 400-foot heights.  Two centuries later, Abingdon licensed Watele 
chapel-of-ease to save inhabitants climbing the 'Ladder' to Cuddesdon. Templars 
and Hospitallers sent rents from 100 Wheatley acres to the Crusades.  

When Henry VIII broke with Rome he dissolved 900 abbeys and convents, 
pensioning off 12,000 religious brethren. Abingdon, the sixth richest, closed in 
1538. After 600 years of endowments and estates, it was more about business 
than serving the community. Its 25 monks went quietly, but elsewhere in England 
religious rebellion nearly toppled Henry. He promised truce and talks, then 
arrested and hanged its leaders, including a dozen abbots. In the end, the 
Dissolution paid for far fewer schools, hospitals, almshouses or dioceses than 
promised. Oxford, once in Lincoln diocese, was a bishopric short of a cathedral! 
The abbot of Thame Park became bishop of Thame, then of Osney, then of 
Oxford, turning the undemolished half of Frideswide's shrine into a cathedral.  

Henry thanked the Tudor family's doctor with Wheatley's ex-abbey land; All Souls 
followed in 1559 as Chief Tenant and the Archdales (High St) as their sub-tenants 
in 1568. Rectory House, named from Rectory Farm (now Castle Hill) reminds us 
that the abbey was corporate 'Rector' of Cuddesdon, but the tithe-barn for the 
abbey's 'tenth' tax on crops is lost.  Wheatley and Cuddesdon parishes, church 
and civil, have rich ancient roots. 
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THE 2017 POPPY APPEAL 
Roger Bell, Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser 

£12,875. This was the final total raised in the Wheatley and District area last 
November by our team of volunteers, including many members of the Royal 
British Legion branch. This is less than the past couple of years but is 
nevertheless a very credible effort.  So well done everybody. We did very well at 
Asda but Welcome Break was a bit disappointing partly due to us not being able 
to have a full coverage of our agreed timings and also our static boxes were not 
out for the full period due to staff shortages, thus security on the site, caused by 
many having left to work at the new Westgate centre.   

The work of the Royal British Legion in caring for those who have suffered injury 
or bereavement in past wars and conflicts still goes on. The money collected 
through the Poppy Appeal is essential to enable this to happen. 

Thanks again to all those who helped and to those who gave so generously. In 
this connection we were even more successful this year in getting those who 
gave notes to sign Gift Aid forms which should bring the Legion a useful 
additional amount. If anyone would like a complete breakdown of the amounts 
raised please contact me at roger_bell@tiscali.co.uk 

MACMILLAN QUIZ 2018 
Sue Coombes 

This is a reminder that the annual Macmillan quiz will be taking place in the Merry 
Bells on Friday 23rd February 2018. 

Doors will be open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. There will be tables of 8. Please 
bring your own nibbles and drinks. Tickets are £10 each. Please book in advance 
by calling Sue Coombes on 07870 742139. 

PARISH CLERK VACANCY IN STANTON ST JOHN 

Looking for part time work?  

Stanton St John needs a new Parish Clerk to work 10 hours a week. The Clerk 
provides administrative and clerical support to the council and, as the Responsible 
Financial Officer, manages the council finances. 

The work is mainly home based and hours are very flexible. You would need a high 
standard of oral and written communication skills, be proficient in Microsoft Office 
software (particularly Word and Excel), be capable of working independently and 
have the ability to deal with a range of issues. Having some administrative 
experience and a competency in maintaining accurate accounts would also be an 
advantage. 

The closing date for applications is 10th February. If you are interested and would 
like more information please contact the Chair of the Parish Council, David Polgreen 
on 01865 351469 or email stantonstjohnpc@gmail.com 

mailto:roger_bell@tiscali.co.uk
javascript:void(0);
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WHEATLEY FILM CLUB 
Peter Bayliss 

The third year of Wheatley Film Club began in January with 
the Minghella classic, The English Patient, and we have 
two more intriguing films coming up this season: 

On February 22nd it’s Locke, the critically acclaimed 2014 British movie, (“one car, 
one journey and a hypnotising performance from Tom Hardy”) and on March 22nd we 
are showing Boyhood, a ground-breaking film that took over 12 years to make! As 
usual the films start at 7:30 at the Fire Station. 

We support the Firefighters Charity, and are grateful to Wheatley Estates and Richer 
Sounds for their assistance. For more information and membership details please visit 
our website wheatleyfilmclub,org, or email info@wheatleyfilmclub.org 

SUPPORT THE FIRE FIGHTERS CHARITY 

Shaun Scott from Forest Hill is going to run the 2018 London Marathon whilst carrying 
a bicycle to fundraise for the Fire Fighters 
Charity. To raise awareness of his fundraising, 
he is attempting to set the Guinness World 
Record for ‘fastest marathon carrying a 
bicycle’ at the Gloucester Winter Marathon on 
Sunday 14th January 2018. 

This endeavour shows his respect for the 
resilience and bravery of UK Fire Fighters and 
the burdens that they and their families bear. 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) has a 
devastating effect on the lives of those that are 
willing to risk so much to help others - the best 
way that we can help is to support the charity 
that can help them directly. 

In preparation for this challenge, Shaun has 
run the Blenheim 10km, Oxford Half Marathon 
and Portsmouth 10mile 'Great South Run', 

carrying his bike. Please follow Shaun's progress at www.hoik.it  or on twitter 
@upyrbike and be sure to check his record status! If you can, please donate via 
JustGiving.org/giveitupforfirefighters (or search “UPYR99”) or by JustTextGiving - text 

“UPYR99 £[1-10]” to 70070. Thank you! 

THE COFFEE ROOM  
Anne Ledwith 

On Wednesday 6th December about 24 of us went to the King’s Arms for a Christmas 
lunch.  We had a lovely meal and send our thanks to Maria and Lesley for all their 
hard work.  We have a meat raffle in the Coffee Room every Friday but Jason, our 
village butcher, also provides us with one at our Christmas lunch.  Our thanks go to 
him for all the lovely joints of meat during the year. We also held our Christmas party 
on Friday 22 December 2017 in the Coffee Room.  It was lovely to see so many 
people there. 

mailto:wheatleyfilmclub,org
mailto:info@wheatleyfilmclub.org
http://www.hoik.it/
http://www.justgiving.org/giveitupforfirefighters
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THE FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S 
Peter Fanning 

St Mary’s Church in Wheatley is a landmark of the village. For more than 150 years, 
baptisms, funerals, weddings and annual events such as Christmas carols and 

Remembrance services have made it a place 
for memories and celebrations. Built in 1857 by 
the architect George Street and Edward Elton, 
first vicar of Wheatley, it is part of the fabric of 
village life.  

Many who wish to see St Mary’s preserved for 
future generations have joined The Friends of 
St Mary’s. Put simply, the role of The Friends is 
to look after the fabric of the building. Since 
2004, The Friends have raised more than 
£60,000, much of which was spent to replace 
the stone at the West End of the Church. This 
work was completed in 2013. 

Running expenses for St Mary’s cost more than 
£1500 per week, a sum that is met by the 
congregation. Meanwhile, a major 

refurbishment of the interior is underway, to ensure that it is warmer, brighter and 
even more welcoming. (Project 20-20: https://sites.google.com/view/st-mary-
wheatley-2020/home) 

But ongoing work on the fabric itself continues to look to The Friends for support. As 
an independent body with charitable status, The Friends of St Mary’s is overseen by a 
small sub-committee. We are looking to enlarge the membership. 

If you are willing to help preserve this historic building for the community of 
Wheatley and for future generations, your support for The Friends would be 
warmly welcomed.  

For further details, email Peter Fanning (peterfanning@gmail.com 7, St Mary’s Close, 
OX33 1YP) or Meg Barbour mrs.m.barbour@gmail.com 

https://sites.google.com/view/st-mary-wheatley-2020/home
https://sites.google.com/view/st-mary-wheatley-2020/home
mailto:peterfanning@gmail.com
mailto:mrs.m.barbour@gmail.com
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THE WHEATLEY SINGERS - They’re back! 
Kate Billimore 

Following their impressive “Thame début” in November, with their moving and 
powerful Requiem for Remembrance, Wheatley Singers are already preparing another 
treat for you. 

On Saturday April 28th, back in their home church of St Mary’s, the Singers will 
perform Beethoven’s magnificent “Mass in C”, and will once again be joined by first 
rate soloists and musicians to produce an evening of music worthy of infinitely more 
famous venues. 

Now here’s a bit of gossip: Beethoven was strongly influenced by “Papa Haydn”. In 
fact, he’d had composition lessons from him. However, the two didn’t get on and 
Beethoven moved on to study with Salieri - Mozart’s nemesis. So, expect to hear 
influence of both eighteenth-century giants in this early work by the young - as yet, still 
hearing - Ludwig. 

Since Wheatley Singers “re-booted”, a strong and supportive core audience has 
emerged. Pleasingly, this means that the concerts (wherever they’re held) tend to be 
exceedingly well attended (standing room only at Thame). This is, of course in part, 
due to the warm, informal atmosphere generated by the delightful “family” of 
assembled talent. But also, because the Singers perform each time in aid of a charity: 
children, the homeless and the terminally ill, have all benefited from these concerts.  

If, instead of being in the audience, you’d like to take part in their 2018 adventure, 
then why not join them! You’ll receive a very warm welcome. They rehearse on 
Tuesdays at 7.15pm in Wheatley URC. It's not too late, if you act quickly. Just go 
along, or get in touch with Celia Pagel (872250 or bagels2011@gmail.com) to find out 
more and receive gentle encouragement. See you there! 

mailto:bagels2011@gmail.com
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SUSTAINABLE WHEATLEY - TIPS FOR PLASTIC? 
Jane Cotton 

Plastic is currently a hot news item, not before time, and the BBC Blue Planet 2 series 
has shown the stark truth about this virtually indestructible material.  It has been 
estimated that, since the 1950s, about 8.3 billion tons of plastic have been produced, 
of which up to 6.3 billion tons of plastic have been discarded.  The recycle rate is 
estimated at 9% so where will the remaining 5.7 billion tons end up?  Mostly landfill, 
the oceans and every major road in the UK!  Some of that material might persist for 
centuries or much longer - so that one might imagine a future human researching the 
geological layer, dubbed "The Plasticene".  

So, what can we do as individuals to tackle such a haunting scenario?  Some have 
taken the challenge to go plastic-free for a month (see www.plasticfreejuly.org for 
some ideas).  And it is indeed a daunting task as we are surrounded by the stuff - 
even down to the tea bags we always thought were biodegradable.  Friends of the 
Earth have a useful starter "9 really good alternatives to plastic" 
www.friendsoftheearth.uk Tell us how you get on and the challenges you've faced on 
our Facebook page - a link can be found on the Sustainable Wheatley website 
www.sustainablewheatley.org 

The mantra for all forms of waste is: REDUCE, RE-USE, RECYCLE and to that has 
been added RETHINK - rethink our role as consumer, take issue with suppliers and 
manufacturers in the way their product can avoid ending up at the tip, pester ASDA to 
be the first supermarket to introduce a plastic-free aisle.  Politicians at last seem to be 
taking this seriously (but oh so slowly) so let them know how you want to shape the 
planet for future generations - hopefully in a society which values the ecosystems that 
sustain us.  Microbeads have been banned, a levy on non-recyclable cups and plastic 
bags at every outlet is being discussed .... but we need a whole new re-think about the 
"laboratory to landfill" system in which we have been inadvertently collaborating. 

For local recycling, a very handy app is BINZONE which can be found on the SODC 
website or the App Store.  This gives information about the current kerbside 
collections and has replaced the Recylopedia search engine for waste and recyclable 
items.  All items going into the green bin need to be free of contamination such as 
food residues.  All items from the black bins currently go to produce electricity via the 
Ardley incinerator (a fascinating facility if you get a chance to go on a tour). 

http://www.plasticfreejuly.org/
http://www.friendsoftheearth.uk/
http://www.sustainablewheatley.org/
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‘ROSENCRANTZ AND GUILDENSTERN ARE DEAD’ 
ST MARYS CHURCH – APRIL 2018 

SMG@St Mary’s brings you a production of 
Tom Stoppard’s dazzling comedy 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead with 
three performances on 12th, 13th and 14th of 
April 2018. The play will be directed by Peter 
Fanning, and will feature many of the team 
that recently staged Joseph and His Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat and Godspell. 

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead is a play which, as it were, takes place 
in the wings of Hamlet, and finds both humour and poignancy in the situation of 
the ill-fated attendant lords. The National Theatre production in April 1967 made 
Tom Stoppard’s reputation virtually overnight. Its wit, stagecraft and verbal verve 
remain as exhilarating as they were then and the play has become a 
contemporary classic. 

All performances start at 7.30pm. 

Thursday 12th April 2018: tickets, £8 

Friday 13th April & Saturday 14th April: tickets, £10 

Students and under 18s: £7.50 for all performances 

Tickets are available by emailing: smg.wheatley@gmail.com or phoning 872262. 

mailto:smg.wheatley@gmail.com
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiJ87minbTXAhUpIsAKHUGuD6AQjRwIBw&url=http://artsinitiative.columbia.edu/events/rosencrantz-guildenstern-are-dead&psig=AOvVaw06n1jNdj02E_iW0dEz6mCD&ust=1510410811407917


26 
 

  



27 
 

VOLUNTEER ADMINISTRATOR REQUIRED 
Revd Nigel Hawkes 

The Trustees of the Wheatley Charities are seeking an experienced Administrator 
to provide clerical support for their meetings and for applications for grants from 
the charities’ funds. The successful candidate will need to be highly organised, 
used to working with committees, able to work independently without close 
supervision and should have good computer skills. 

The Trustees meet twice a year and the administrator’s workload peaks in August 
and September when applications for education grants are being made. The post 
is unpaid, but expenses will be met. 

This is an ideal job for someone who would like to contribute to the local 
community and who has a little free time to offer. If you would like to learn more, 
please contact the Chair of Trustees, the Revd Nigel Hawkes (01865 872224, 
vicar.wheatley@gmail.com). 

 

mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
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WHEATLEY LIBRARY AND FRIENDS GROUP 01865 875267 
Wendy Stanton, Library Manager 

Dates to note: 

Wednesday 7th February 2018 at 10:30am: “Trials, 
Tribulations and Triumphs” 
Between 1997 and 2010, in collaboration with local 
authors, Roger Simmonds wrote and led the staging of 
three operas for and by the Wheatley community. Come 
and hear about the rollercoaster ride that was the writing 
and co-producing of: 

• “The Enchanted Loom” – based on a novel by Raymond Vernède 

• “Letters to Paola” to a Libretto by Robert Avery 

• “Poet and Plumber” to a Libretto by Kit Arnold. 

10th February – 17th February: Winter Olympic children’s colourings and craft. 

Sat 24th February at 10.30am: Jigsaw Puzzle Exchange - bring your old puzzles 
to swap with others! 

Regular Friends of Wheatley Library events: 

• Morning craft sessions weekly, new: evening craft sessions weekly 

• Drawing group sessions weekly during term time 

• Digital Helper sessions fortnightly, talks with coffee every 3 months. 

If you or someone you know is housebound and would still like to borrow books 
from the library speak to staff about the Home Library Service. 

Consider booking a Digital Helper session for help with: 

• Overcoming your fear of the internet and devices 

• Using a tablet or smartphone, safe shopping online 

• Taking and sharing photos, skype made easy  

Search for Friends of Wheatley Library on Facebook to know what is happening 
and when or call 01865 875267. 
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WHEATLEY SOCIETY 
Mary Hall 

Our annual Clever Clogs Quiz led by John Duffelen was a lively ending to 2017. Now 
the Wheatley Society would like to welcome you, members and non-members, to 
2018 with a wide range of activities which reflect our interest in local civic affairs and 
our role to provide social and cultural resource for those living locally. 

We have taken on board the general request to hear more from members of our 
community. We started with Arthur Maddox’s fascinating, funny and at times 
disconcerting “Events from a Career in the Diplomatic Service” spanning many 
postings on Thursday 18th January. There will be more talks based on your 
neighbours’ interests and careers covering fascinating topics. 

There will also be walks, open days, tours and visits to local museums and properties. 
Special events such as a Safari Supper, a Summer Tea Party and a French Soirée 
are planned.  

More specifically, the AGM on Friday 9th February will be supported by a presentation 
from Bill Jackson and Alan Cowie entitled “Philately will get you everywhere” and Mark 
Williams will give us an introduction to “Mindfulness - Ancient Wisdom, Modern 
Science” on Thursday 8th March. These events will be in the Merry Bells 7.45 for 8pm. 

At 2.30pm on Thursday 22nd March Dr Copping and Practice Manager Nolag McGrath 
will update us on recent changes in the NHS in general and Morland House Surgery in 
particular.  

We believe we have a wide ranging and interesting programme for 2018 and that 
membership is a bargain at £5 for and individual, £7 for a couple and £2 per event for 
non-members. Do come along. 
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YOUR WHEATLEY VILLAGE ARCHIVES 
Steph Cox 

Thank you to everyone who submitted suggestions for the location of our photo in 
the last issue (page 33). Now, at the time of editorial submission, we have 
received 3 correct answers. Well done to Roger, Jane and Paul who correctly 
named the footpath by the play area between Farm Close Road and Kelham Hall 
Drive. The metal work there is a relic of the original “broad gauge” track of the 
GWR sidings associated with Wheatley Station. By the way did you know that 
Kelham Hall Drive is named after a steam engine that used the line between 
Oxford, Wheatley, Risborough and Wycombe?  

This issue’s photo is taken in the High Street but can you identify which window of 
a commercial property is reflecting a beautiful sunset? Thanks to Wendy Benson 
for the photo. Answers to wheatleyarchive@gmail.com or pop in and see us 
upstairs in the Merry Bells on Thursday afternoons to find out more about your 
village, buy a village tea towel or village notelets. We’d love to see you.  

mailto:wheatleyarchive@gmail.com
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WHEATLEY RUGBY CLUB UPDATE  
Gavin Belcher 

The club had a very productive time over the Christmas period on and off the 
pitch. The first team managed to get back to winning ways by beating Abingdon 
and Bletchley in the league as well as Oxford University and Blue Boar in the 
Oxfordshire Shield securing their place in the final. 

The second team have had a mixed bag of fortune but have been fielding a 
regular team with the younger players of the squad enjoying their first taste of 
senior rugby. 

The colts are also continuing to go from strength to strength and are integrating 
well with their peers as they make the transition into senior rugby. 

Displaying the community spirit that the club prides itself on, the players and 
supporters donated toys for ‘Sleigh 2 Give’ campaign for children who would be in 
hospital over the Christmas period, and the club also answered the call to help 
move pews at St. Mary’s Church for their Christmas fayre. 

As ever, the club are also looking for new players of any ability for our colts and 
senior squads, supporters whatever the weather and volunteers to help with the 
running of the club or sponsors. We are a small club who take pride in playing for 
Wheatley, making a great impression wherever we play and warmly welcoming 
others to our fine village and we invite you to come and see for yourself, be part 
of something special and take pride in your village club. 

Please visit our website – www.wheatleyrufc.com. Follow us on Twitter, Facebook 
and Instagram - @wheatleyrufc. All other enquiries, please pester Peter 
- peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com 

http://www.wheatleyrufc.com/
javascript:void(0);
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FROM THE VICAR 
Revd Nigel Hawkes 

February and March take us through Lent (Ash 
Wednesday is on 14th February) to the eve of Easter. It 
is a time of mounting optimism as the days lengthen and 
perhaps get warmer, and the first signs of spring appear. 
It seems strange that, at the same time, Christians are 
deep in contemplation as we keep the 40 days of Lenten 
piety. Perhaps the key word here is Contemplation. We 
all spend too much time being very busy and can find 
some much needed peace if we add a little 
contemplation to the mix of things that make up our 
days. 

The bishop of Oxford, Steven Croft, has suggested that Contemplation should be 
one of the hallmarks of the church in his diocese, and has proposed two other ‘c’ 
words to go with it: Compassion and Courage. You might like to visit the diocesan 
website, where you can find more information about Bishop Steven’s thoughts, go 
to: www.oxford.anglican.org/mission-ministry/projects/towards-a-common-vision/ 

At St Mary’s we are continuing to work towards a scheme to improve our building 
with better heating, lighting and seating. Our architect, Kelvin Sampson, is based 
in Wheatley and is working with us to develop plans which will be shared with the 
community before we seek the relevant permissions, and raise the funds to do the 
work. This is a very exciting time, as it is the biggest refurbishment of the church 
building since it was built in the mid-nineteenth century. You can find out more at 
our project website: https://sites.google.com/view/st-mary-wheatley-2020/home 

http://www.oxford.anglican.org/mission-ministry/projects/towards-a-common-vision/
https://sites.google.com/view/st-mary-wheatley-2020/home
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NEWS FROM WHEATLEY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
Zena Knight 

The international Women’s World Day of Prayer services will take place on Friday, 
March 2nd at 2pm in the chapel and also at 7pm in St Mary’s Church. An estimated 3 
million people around the world will take part in the Day of Prayer. Starting in Samoa as 
the sun rises on that day and ending as the sun sets in Western Samoa, the service is 
not simply a day for women but for everyone who cares about the world and those who 
live in it. We look forward to welcoming you at 2pm and refreshments will be served 
after the service. 

The dates for Sunday afternoon teas are 4 February and 4 March from 2.30-4.30pm in 
the Church Hall. Enjoy chat, teas and delicious cakes. 

Coffee mornings are on Thursday, 1 February and 1 March from 10.00-12.00, again in 
the hall. All are welcome to join us. 
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OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC CHURCH – LIVE SIMPLY 
John Guy 

For two years, Parishioners at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church have been 
learning about the community of Sebeya, a village in drought-ridden northern 
Ethiopia, as part of CAFOD’s (Catholic Agency for Overseas Development) 
Connect2 Project.   

CAFOD works with the poorest 
of the poor in the world, 
equipping people with skills and 
opportunities to live with dignity, 
support their families, and give 
something back to their 
communities.  Together with 
Corpus Christi Church in 
Headington, we have learnt 
about the difficulties facing the 
small rural community in the 
face of terrible droughts and we 
set a target to raise £7,000 to 
pay for the installation of an 
irrigation system to channel 
water from the mountains to the 

arid village fields.  The work was carried out by the local people, providing income 
to families, for the benefit of all.   

Through fund raising events such as produce sales, Ethiopian suppers, parish 
cookery book sales, concerts and many others, the parishes reached their target 
and Maggie Guy, from the OLL community, recently presented a cheque for 
£7000 to the Auxiliary Bishop of Birmingham, William Kenney, an honorary 
Trustee of CAFOD, on his visitation before Christmas.  The Parish is now moving 
on to consider how it may do more to preserve and protect our precious world 
resources, in line with Pope Francis’s call to live more simply.  New parishioners 
are welcome to attend the weekly Vigil Mass on Saturdays at 6pm. 

On behalf of CAFOD, Bishop William Kenney receives a 
cheque for £7000 from Maggie Guy at Our Lady of Lourdes 

Church, Wheatley.  Canon Mervyn Tower (right) and Deacon 
Michael Walsh look on 
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WHEATLEY WI www.wheatleywi.com 
Joyce Coveley 

Members and guests of Wheatley WI enjoyed a very creative evening in November 
when, under the guidance of Amy Surman, they produced bead jewellery or 
decorations. Everyone went home with a creation of which to be proud, either for 
themselves or as a gift. Then on December 1st, we took part in the village Christmas 
Fayre. This was a great success and contributed to the £1200+ which we raised in 
2017 for “Maggie's” the cancer charity based at the Churchill Hospital.  It was planned 
to present the cheque at our Christmas party on 16th December, but the weather 
Gods thought otherwise and the party had to be cancelled.  

The first meeting of the New Year started with the somewhat delayed presentation to 
Maggie's.  Members were then privileged to hear from Roger Hardy who worked for 
30 years for the BBC World Service. He had many stories of his most interesting 
career, but for us he focussed on Women in the Muslim World.  It was remarkable 
how much access he had been allowed (this varied between Muslim countries), but 
what unified all the women he interviewed, was the desire for a better life for their 
daughters and granddaughters. It was a fascinating and thought-provoking talk much 
enjoyed by all. 

Next month, in contrast, we have an introduction gentle exercise for all, so remember 
your loose clothing and soft shoes. 

NEW COUNTYWIDE VOLUNTEERING WEBSITE LAUNCHES! 
Charlotte Foxhall, OCVA 

Oxfordshire Volunteers is a brand-new website designed to link you with your perfect 
volunteering opportunity! Go to oxonvolunteers.org to register yourself and search 
for opportunities. It’s as simple as that! 

http://www.wheatleywi.com/
http://oxonvolunteers.org/
http://oxonvolunteers.org/
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THE WHEATLEY PANTOMIME RETURNS HOME.... 
Ian Germain 

After a nomadic experience these past few years and a tragic event last year that 
meant we could not return with our performance to Wheatley Primary School last 
year, as planned, we more than made up for it in January with our traditional 
pantomime, ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. 

But it was a close call, as some of our cast and crew were decimated by family 
illness and themselves being hit by the virulent strain of Australian Flu. (They’ll do 
anything to stop traditional English fun and success!) 

However, our community theatre company all pulled together and put on a great 
show. The Friday performance was the first time we had a full cast present 
including our third fairy in ten days and did involve the odd technical hitch, such 
as no beanstalk at the end of Act 1. But, on Saturday, everything was perfect, 
with a huge matinee audience and the place was rocking with full pantomime 
participation. And the younger members of our company, who are fabulously 
talented, demonstrated that they know how to pull together and put on a show 
that entertains everyone. 

So huge congratulations to everyone involved and many thanks to the Primary 
School for supporting us so well. We are finally ‘home’ and will return in May with 
a community play, ‘The Lamb and The Fox’, which features a planned music 
festival at Shotover House. We are about to start rehearsals and Wheatley 
Productions are back! 
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WHEATLEY WILD ONES – Forest Fun on Top of Littleworth Road 
Melanie Kinghan 

Come and join the fun every Monday and Tuesday afternoon. Help make the fire, 
prepare dough for stick bread, cook bread over the fire, play hide and seek, climb 
trees or just relax.  

A low-key activity such as stick decoration with wool is usually available but the 
emphasis of the session is on free play and self-led learning. 

Drop-in sessions Mondays: 
10.30am – 11.30am (12.00 after 
April) and Tuesdays 3.45 – 5pm. 
Cost: £3 per child or £5 for two. 
Parking on Littleworth Road. 
Please park considerately, 
avoiding driveways. Thank you! 

Check our Facebook page for last-
minute changes, especially when 
the weather is windy. No booking 
required, older siblings welcome! 

We have been running forest 
school sessions since May 2013 in Wheatley and 2015 in Tetsworth. All staff are DBS 
checked and insured, Melanie is a qualified Forest School Leader. 

Contact: Melanie Kinghan, Heart of the Wildwood (based in Little Milton). Wheatley 
site: On top of Littleworth Road, OX33 1NW. Mobile: 07582 935427 email: 
info@heartofthewildwood.org  Find out more on: www.heartofthewildwood.org  
www.facebook.com/heartofthewildwood 

Yoga, Pilates, Table Tennis, Art, Line Dancing, Computer Classes, Creative 

Writing, a Garden Club and it`s a perfect venue for small parties.   

NEW:  Yoga class on Monday Evenings 

mailto:info@heartofthewildwood.org
http://www.heartofthewildwood.org/
http://www.facebook.com/heartofthewildwood
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THE MAPLE TREE 
Hayley Hayle, Centre Co-ordinator 

As we enter 2018, things are going from strength to strength at 
The Maple Tree. We now have activities on every week day as 
follows: 

Monday: Wheatley Baby and Toddler Group (formerly at URC) 9.30am – 11.30am 

Tuesday: Once Upon a Rhymetime 10am–11.30am, also: 

Maple Tree Twins Group 1st Tues of the month 1pm–2.30pm, Expectant Mother’s 
Group 9.30–11am 2nd Tues of the month 

Wednesday: Well Baby Clinic (with Health Visitors) 9.30 – 11am (last admittance 
10.45am), Wheatley Sling Library 9.30am-11am 

Thursday: Stay and Play 9.15am–11.30am 

Friday: Stay and Play Inside Outside (outside when the weather Improves) 
10am-noon  

Saturday: Saturdads 3rd Saturday of the month commencing 20th Jan 10am–noon 

Family Fun Saturday & Table Top Sale – 4th Saturday of the month commencing 
27th January 10am–noon.  Opportunity to rent a table to sell second-hand goods - 
places are limited. 

We respectfully ask for donations of £2 per family for each session.  This goes 
towards providing drinks, healthy snacks and resources. 

If you would be interested in volunteering at any of our groups, or can provide a 
service such as Breastfeeding Support or Baby Massage, please do contact us, you 
will be welcomed with open arms. 

We have also started hiring out space at The Maple Tree – contact either 
hayley@mapletree.org.uk or julie@mapletree.org.uk for prices and more information. 

Thank you to everybody in the community for your ongoing support! 

mailto:hayley@mapletree.org.uk
mailto:julie@mapletree.org.uk
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WHEATLEY DAY BY DAY 

Full details of local of local clubs, societies and organisations can be found in 
the Wheatley Information Booklet. Copies available from the Parish Council 
office or www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

WEEKLY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon, Tues to Fri. All 
welcome. 
Wheatley Nursery School Every weekday from 8 am to 3 pm next 
to the Primary School in Littleworth Road Contact 01865 452725. 
Wheatley Pre-School.  Behind the Primary School car park.  
Littleworth Road. Sessions Mon - Fri 9.00 to 11.45 am and 1.00 to 
3.30 pm Call 01865 873687 to visit, to register, or for information. 
Sharecare Community Club Age UK Oxfordshire 9.30am - 2pm 
Mondays & Wednesdays at Holton Village Hall. An opportunity for 
older people to meet with others. Contact Jackie Capper, 
Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or 07827 235 425. 

SUNDAY St Mary the Virgin:  Every Sunday 8 am Holy Communion. 
1st Sunday 10 am Parish Praise.  2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays, 10am Sung 
Eucharist with King’s Club for Children.  4th Sunday 10am service is 
Food Bank Sunday. Please bring a donation for the Food Bank. 
Kings Club for children runs every week apart from the 1st Sunday of 
the month alongside the 10am service. 
URC: Services at 10am. Holy Communion on 1st & 3rd Sundays. 
1st Sunday is Food Bank Sunday. Afternoon tea on 1st Sunday, 
2.30-4.30pm. 
Wheatley Community Church: Every Sunday 10.30am, Merry 
Bells. 
Our Lady of Lourdes: Vigil Mass now on Saturday at 6pm. 
Little Kickers Football Classes (18 mths-7 yrs), Park Sports 
Centre. Call 07412 480 804 or ktownsend@littlekickers.co.uk 
Wheatley Rugby Club Minis & Juniors Training (6-16yrs) 10am - 
noon, Wheatley Playing Field. Contact: 
Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com 

MONDAY SODC Collections: (except Bank Holidays). Food refuse weekly; 
wheelie bins for general waste, recycling waste and garden waste 
on alternate Mondays, see p70 for calendar. 
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm 
Wheatley Babies and Toddlers (formerly at URC) Every Monday 
at The Maple Tree, Littleworth Road, 9.30–11.30am. Age 0-3 with 
adult. Contact: info@mapletree.org.uk 
Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group. Every Monday in the 
Library, 10am - noon and Monday evenings, 7pm – 9pm (excluding 
bank holidays). 
Not-So-Young Club, URC Hall. 2-4pm. Every 2 wks - see diary. 
Beaver Scouts, boys and girls aged 6-8, during term time, 5.30-
6.30pm, at the Scout Hut, Holloway Rd (Tel: 01865 874997) 
Brownies meet in the URC Hall 5.30 to 7pm in term time. 
Wheatley Bridge Club, Holton Village Hall, 7pm. 
Community Choir, URC Hall, 7.30 to 9 pm in term time. 
Badminton Club, Park Sports Centre 8-10pm. Contact Steve 07769 
827335 

http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
javascript:void(0);
mailto:Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
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TUESDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon 
Once Upon a Rhymetime, Maple Tree, Littleworth Rd, 10-11.30am, 
contact: info@mapletree.org.uk  
Get Online SOHA, St Marys Close, 3rd in mth, 10am to noon 
Call 01235 515900 or email digital@soha.co.uk to book. 
Twins Group, Maple Tree, 1st Tues of each month, 1 - 2.30pm 
Wheatley Library open 2-7pm 
St Mary’s Guild meets every 4th Tuesday in the URC Hall, 2.15pm.  
New members always welcome. 
Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors Training, 7pm, Wheatley Playing 
Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com 
Wheatley Women’s Institute www.wheatleywi.com  3rd Tues in the 
month at the Merry Bells, 7.15pm (no meeting in Aug and the Dec 
meeting is held on 2nd Tues of the month). New members and 
visitors welcome at talks and outings. Contact Jan on 558167 
Wheatley Singers in the URC Hall 7.15 – 9pm, all welcome. 
Contact Celia Pagel 01865 872250 
St Mary’s Church open for prayer and reflection 7.30 to 9pm 

WEDNESDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon  
Well Baby Clinic, Maple Tree, Littleworth Rd, 9.30 - 11am, contact: 
info@mapletree.org.uk  
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm & 2-5pm 
Parish Office Public Opening.  9.30-11.30am T.01865 875615 
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm 
St Mary the Virgin 12 noon, Holy Communion. 
Cub Scouts.  Boys and girls aged 8-10½, 6.45 - 8.15 pm, at the 
Scout Hut, Holloway Road.  Contact 01865 874284 
Guides meet in the URC Hall, 7 to 8.30 pm, in term time. 
Everyone from 10 years of age upwards, all abilities. 
Great Milton & District Local History Society.  Meetings 4th 
Wednesday of month, Great Milton School 7.30 pm. Non-members 
welcome. Details: 01844 279567 
Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers & Joggers.  7.30-8.30pm, Park Sports 
Centre, Contact Helen Coombes 01865 872551/07979 538557 

THURSDAY Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon  
Stay & Play, Maple Tree, Littleworth Rd, 9.15 - 11.30am, contact: 
info@mapletree.org.uk  
United Reformed Church Mindfulness Sitting Group every week 
9am - 9.40am. Coffee morning first Thursday 10am - noon   
Wheatley Walks. 10-11am.  Meet at the car park behind 6th Form 
Centre - call Anne on 872628 or Jean on 873430. 
Age UK Information Drop-in, free info & advice. 2nd in month, in 
the Merry Bells Coffee Room 10.30 - noon. Contact 07827 235460 
Wheatley Library open 2-5pm 
Wheatley Archive Room. The Merry Bells 2-5 pm. 
Xstream.  An after-school club for primary children, 3.15 to 4.30 pm 
at the Primary School. 
Story Time for Children under 6 (with parent), Library, 3.30pm 
Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors & Juniors Training, 7pm, 
Wheatley Playing Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com 

mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
mailto:digital@soha.co.uk
mailto:Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
http://www.wheatleywi.com/
mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
mailto:Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
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Explorer Scouts. Boys and girls aged 14-18, 7-9pm at the Scout 
Hut, Holloway Road (07745 285938) 

FRIDAY 
 

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon 
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm & 2-6pm 
Horspath Hub Coffee Morning 10.30am to noon 
Scouts. Boys and girls aged 10 ½ to 14, 7 to 9pm, at the Scout Hut, 
Holloway Rd.  Contact 07745 285938 
St. Mary’s Belltower Practice.  Experienced ringers and beginners 
welcome. St Mary’s Church 7.30-9pm. 01865 872250 

SATURDAY Parish Office Public Opening 9.30-11.30am 
OCC & SODC Cllrs' Surgery, 2nd in mth. Parish Office, 10.30am 
Wheatley Library open 9.30am-1pm 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. Vigil Mass 6pm. Parish Priest; 
The Rev. Canon Mervyn Tower. The Presbytery, Wharton Road, 
Headington OX3 8AJ.  Tel: 01865 672433. 
Scrabble Club 1st Sat in month, start 7.30pm. Details: T.872628 

FEBRUARY DIARY 
Thursday 1 Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm 

Wine Circle, Merry Bells, 8pm 

Sunday 4 Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm 

Monday 5 Parish Council Meeting, Merry Bells, 7.30pm 

Wednesday 7 Wheatley Library Talk, 10.30am 

Thursday 8 Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells, 10.30-12pm 

Friday 9 Term 3 ends (Feb holiday 12th - 16th) 
Wheatley Society AGM & talk, Merry Bells, 7.45pm 

Saturday 10 County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office, 10.30am 
Quiz Supper in aid of Crohn's & Colitis, Merry Bells, 7.30pm  

Wednesday 14 Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm 

Thursday 15 Royal British Legion, New Club, 12pm 

Sunday 18 Thame & Wheatley Ramblers, Church Rd Carpark, 10am 

Monday 19 Term 4 starts 
Finance Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm 

Tuesday 20 Get Online, SOHA St Mary's Close, 10am 
WI, Merry Bells, 7.15pm 

Thursday 22 Wheatley Film Club, Fire Station, 7.30pm 

Friday 23 McMillan Quiz, Merry Bells, 7pm 

Saturday 24 Jigsaw Exchange, Wheatley Library, 10.30am 

Tuesday 27 St Mary's Guild, URC Hall, 2.15pm 

MARCH DIARY 

Thursday 1 Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm 
Wine Circle, Merry Bells, 8pm 

Sunday 4 Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm 

Monday 5 Parish Council, Merry Bells, 7.30pm 

Thursday 8 Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells, 10.30-12pm 
Wheatley Society, Merry Bells, 7.45pm 
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Saturday 10 County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office, 10.30am 

Wednesday 14 Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm 

Saturday 17 Charity Car Wash, Wheatley Fire Station, 10am-4pm 

Monday 19 Open Spaces Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm 

Tuesday 20 Get Online, SOHA St Mary's Close, 10am 
WI AGM, Merry Bells, 7.15pm 

Thursday 22 Wheatley Film Club, Fire Station, 7.30pm 
Wheatley Society, Merry Bells, 7.45pm 

Tuesday 27 St Mary's Guild, URC Hall, 2.15pm 

Thursday 29 Term 4 ends (Easter holiday 30th March - 13 April) 

SODC WASTE COLLECTION DIARY FEBRUARY/MARCH 

Collection day is Monday Which bins? 

Feb 5 & 19, Mar 5 & 19 Grey, food, small electrical items 

Feb 12 & 26, Mar 12 & 26 Green, brown, food, textiles 

The Parish Council Office is open to the public on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays mornings 9.30 - 11.30am. 

The County and District Councillors' surgery will be held on: 
Saturday 12th February and 12th March  

10.30 - 11.30am in the Parish Office. 
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KEY CONTACTS 
Local Governance:   

To report potholes, fly-tipping, 
broken paving, vandalism, etc. 

- fixmystreet.com 

Oxfordshire CC 01865 792422 oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Report a Street Light Fault  0800 317802 oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/street-
lighting-fault-reporting 

OCC Family Information Service  08452 262636 fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

OCC Highways  0845 310 1111 highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

County Councillor Kirsten Johnson 07341 271344 kirsten.johnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

South Oxfordshire DC 01235 422422 southoxon.gov.uk 

Missed Bin Collection 03000 610610 admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk 

Bulky Household Waste Collection 01235 422406 waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk 

Housing 01235 422422 housing@southandvale.gov.uk 

Planning Applications 01235 422600 planning@southoxon.gov.uk 

District Councillor Toby Newman 01865 872239 toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk 

Wheatley Parish Council 01865 875615 clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Local information:   

AGE UK contact Janet Carr 01865 875126 janet.carr22@btinternet.com 

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire 03444 111 444 caox.org.uk 

The Maple Tree (Children's Centre) 01865 236700 hayley@mapletree.org.uk  

The Merry Bells Village Hall 01865 872073 merrybells.org.uk 

St Mary's Church 01865 872224  vicar.wheatley@gmail.com 

United Reformed Church 01844 215513 secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk 

Wheatley Care Scheme (transport to 
hospital or GP surgery) 

07505 543750 - 

Wheatley Library 01865 875267 wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Wheatley Park Sports Centre 01865 872128 better.org.uk/venues/park 

Wheatley Park School 01865 872441 wheatleypark.org 

Wheatley Primary School 01865 872366 wheatley.oxon.sch.uk 

Services:   

Emergency - Police, Fire, Ambulance 999 - 

Police non-emergency 101 thamesvalley.police.uk 

GP Surgery, Morland House 01865 872448 morland-house.co.uk 

NHS non-emergency 111 nhs.uk 

Gas Emergency 0800 111 999 nationalgrid.com/uk/safety/ 

National Power Cut Helpline 105 ssen.co.uk 

Burst pipe or leak 0800 714 614 thameswater.co.uk 

Floodline 0345 988 1188 gov.uk/check-flood-risk 

Transport:   

Comet - for people without access to 
suitable public transport  

01865 323201 oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet 

Arriva (280) Bus 0344 800 4411 arrivabus.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London) 01865 785400 brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk 

Oxford Tube (Buses to London) 01865 772250 oxfordtube.com 

Park & Ride - oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/park-
and-ride 

National Rail Enquiries 03457 484950 nationalrail.co.uk 

http://www.fixmystreet.com/
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/street-lighting-fault-reporting
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/street-lighting-fault-reporting
mailto:fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
javascript:void(0);
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/
mailto:admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
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mailto:planning@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:janet.carr22@btinternet.com
http://www.caox.org.uk/
mailto:hayley@mapletree.org.uk
http://merrybells.org.uk/
mailto:vicar.wheatley@gmail.com
javascript:void(0);
mailto:wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.better.org.uk/venues/park
http://www.wheatleypark.org/
http://www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk/
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
http://www.morland-house.co.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www2.nationalgrid.com/uk/safety/
http://www.ssen.co.uk/Home/
http://www.thameswater.co.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
http://www.arrivabus.co.uk/
http://brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk/
http://www.oxfordtube.com/
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