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CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN
Geoff Stephens
Well, we’ve done it. After much research and careful deliberation by this Parish
Council and the last, we have now decided to go ahead with a Neighbourhood
Plan. A working group of Parish Councillors has been formed and one of their first
tasks will be to recruit volunteers from our community to steer the whole process
through to a conclusion, hopefully in May 2017. This might seem a long way off,
but there’s lots of work to be done, not least in determining the scope, timing and
geographical area covered by the plan. In particular, we are aware of Oxford
City’s need to provide more housing and their interest in the Wheatley Campus
site in Holton which Oxford Brookes intend to gradually vacate over the next 10
years.
Although the Parish Council has initiated the process, the plan actually belongs to
the village as a whole, as everyone will have their say in a referendum to be held
at the end of the process. A public meeting will be held later this year (Nov. 19th,
TBC) to seek input from the whole community. Please look out for publicity once
the final details are known.
In other news, we welcome new councillor, Dr. Ian Roberts, who joined the PC
after an unopposed election in August. Ian is also a governor of Wheatley Park
School. Your council is also continuing its search for a solution which will allow
continuing public access to the Littleworth Road Playing Field following its recent
change of tenancy.
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CLERK'S COLUMN
Gareth Morris
The photograph below shows a tired but happy gang of Parish Councillors,
residents and their offspring having just spent two very busy hours moving 430
bags of play bark into Cullum Road Recreation Ground, spreading most of it
under the slide, nest swing and twin fly play equipment – so many thanks to: Paul
G, Paula, Paul W, Jim, Tim, Toby, Alex, Natalie, Mathew, Luke, Neve, Jack,
Isabelle, Jake, Oliver M, Oliver H, James, Simon and Amy.

Following on from the last newsletter and the process to fill the vacancy on the
Parish Council, 13 electors of the village requested an election be called and the
District Council subsequently called an election for 17 th September. However by
the deadline date for nominations only one nomination had been received.
Consequently there was an uncontested election and Dr Ian Roberts, 64 High
Street, was duly declared elected.
Residents may be aware that high speed broadband is being introduced into
Wheatley, a third cabinet has now has now been fibre-enabled serving postcode
OX33 1YW. However “Better Broadband for Oxfordshire” advises ‘Please note
that improved broadband services are not turned on automatically. To access
fibre-enabled broadband, please contact your chosen Internet Service Provider
(ISP) or use comparison sites to find available packages. There is a list of ISPs
on the Better Broadband for Oxfordshire website:
http://www.betterbroadbandoxfordshire.org.uk/broadband-providers
If you contact an ISP, please state that you wish to order ‘fibre-enabled /
superfast broadband,’ otherwise they may offer you a slower broadband service.
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Your chosen ISP should be able to offer any technical assistance to access fibreenabled / superfast broadband. It is also important to note, that not all premises
within a postcode area will be necessarily be able to order superfast speeds
(above 24Mb/s). Premises will be able to access a range of speeds – some will
get superfast broadband and others will be able to get anywhere between 2Mb/s
and 24Mb/s, depending on distance from the cabinet'.
Here again is my regular plea for residents to clear up after their dogs. Residents
in Coopers Close have complained that dogs are allowed to foul the Parish
Council owned open space in the top corner where children play. Footpaths with
grass verges are also frequently fouled. It is not pleasant for our grass cutting
outdoor workers.
Dates for your Diary - all meetings start at 7.30pm
Wednesday 14 October

Planning Committee

Parish Office

Monday 19 October

F&GP Committee

Parish Office

Monday 2 November

Parish Council

Merry Bells Hall

Wednesday 11 November

Planning Committee

Parish Office

Monday 16 November

F&GP Committee

Parish Office
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SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL
Toby Newman, District Councillor
In the last edition I said that I was working with the local parish council to help them
decide if we should undertake a neighbourhood plan.
Many of you contacted me to find out more information and most of you were in
favour. I'm please to say that at the September meeting of the Parish Council we
voted in favour of producing a Neighbourhood Plan.
As I explained before, a neighbourhood plan is a community-led framework for
guiding the future development and growth of an area. It forms part of the statutory
development plan for the area and its policies guide planning decisions. It can deal
with a wide range of social, economic and environmental issues such as housing,
employment, conservation, traffic and parking. Once finished the plan will have to
be subjected to an independent examination and referendum in order to bring it into
force.
The first stage in the process is the designation of a neighbourhood area. This is
usually the same as the parish boundary, but can comprise of multiple Parishes
working in partnership.
It will also be essential to seek to engage the wider community, to gain from their
knowledge and to seek their views. Finding out what people think and drawing on
their knowledge is an important part of developing the evidence base for an area.
Volunteers will be required to form an advisory or steering group to assist in the
creation of the plan. It is impossible to write policy for a community unless there is
a strong level of understanding of that community.
In the coming weeks there will be a public meeting to officially launch the planning
process and to seek volunteers, this will be widely advertised throughout the village
and I'd encourage everyone to attend.
If you do want to speak with me regarding the Neighbourhood Plan or any other
matter, I hold a surgery, along with our County Councillor Anne Purse, on the
second Saturday of the month at 10:30am in the Parish Office at The Merry Bells.
You can also call me on 01865 872239, tweet @tobynewman or preferably email
me at toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk
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OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
Anne Purse, County Councillor
The consultation on subsidised buses has ended, and we will not know the result until
November when the County Council’s cabinet meet to decide on the level of cuts. The two
choices they have consulted on are a complete cut of all the money used to subsidise bus
services that are not commercially viable, or to cut that money to less than a half of what it
was previously. The bus services affecting residents of Wheatley are the 103/104. The
good news is that they are said to be at low risk of being cut under the second option, but
that might not rule out some changes to the service. If all money is withdrawn, then there is
an obvious risk of losing that service. I know that people have responded well to the
consultation, and I have also written in as County Councillor pointing out the benefits to the
local area of these buses.
The reason for less money to support the buses is that in line with their austerity measures,
the government has reduced the amount of money going to County Councils. Particularly
regrettable is the news that children's centres, including the one at Wheatley are under a
very real threat. There will be a consultation starting soon about this and I urge everyone
who uses this centre or who knows its excellent work to take part and if possible to let me
know that they have done so. I have been very moved by the letters and emails sent to me
already, and pledge to do whatever I can for this service, although sadly the recent Cabinet
meeting gave no indications of going back on the significant changes proposed.
If you read this before 5 October please take part in the consultation about the Waste
Recycling Centres on www.oxfordshire.gov.uk Once again cuts are proposed, but also
decisions need to be made about where centres should be and how best to provide the
service. My concern is that various parts of Wheatley division suffer quite a bit from fly
tipping. Virtually everyone does the right thing with extra household waste and takes it to a
waste recycling centre, but there is a small minority who are liable to irresponsibly tip.
Anything that makes recycling more difficult – the wrong hours of opening or closing a
nearby centre can make fly-tipping more likely. Redbridge, our closest centre is included in
the review. Central government does not allow County Councils to charge users of Waste
Recycling Centres, but at a council meeting last week it was proposed that the Council
should write to the Government asking to be able to charge a token amount – e.g. £1 per
visit. This would raise money to reverse the proposed cuts and to do some necessary
upgrading. If you agree with that please say so if you are responding to the consultation or
write a letter to Waste Management, Environment and Economy, Oxfordshire County
Council, Speedwell Street, Oxford.
Please contact me on 01865 351404, 07787 885717 (mobile), or email
anne.purse@oxfordshire.gov.uk. Alternatively, call in at a surgery held on the second
Saturday morning each month (the next is on 10 th October).
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2015 ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL
Roger Bell, Poppy Appeal Honorary Organiser
Once again it’s that time of year and although thankfully our involvement in
warfare, and thus casualties, has been much reduced in the last year or so the
need for money and support for those who have suffered over past years is still
very great and who knows what may happen in the next year or so.
Last year in the Wheatley area we raised over £13,300 which was a huge
success considering the difficulties we had in our dealings with Welcome Break at
the M40 Service Station and this will be a tough target to beat. Fortunately we
have already had a confirmation that they are prepared to give us four days this
November though actual details are still awaited. This means that with our main
collection at Asda as well as some days at Tesco, shared with our colleagues in
Horspath, more volunteers will be needed.
I am therefore looking for volunteers to help in this worthwhile task. 1½ hour slots
between 9am and 7.30pm at Asda from Saturday 31st October to Friday 6 th
November and 9.30am and 6.30pm at Welcome Break from 3rd November, with
Remembrance Sunday on the 8th.
If you are able to help during those times please let me know a.s.a.p on 875286,
email roger_bell@tiscali.co.uk or write to 1 Windmill Lane, OX33 1TA, stating
your preferred time/s. If you are only able to do an hour’s session I am sure we
can work this in. I hope some of you will be able to do more than one session. I
will be sending out an email to all those who have helped in previous years.
Please respond even if you are unable to help. Thanks for your support.
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THE HISTORY FILE
Wheatley Manor House – Agincourt 600
John Fox
It has stood in one form or another for over a thousand years at the end of
‘Wheatley Street’ where the former road to Oxford turns towards Shotover.
Abingdon Abbey had a ‘great farm’ here. The present limestone building (c.1560
– 1624) grew from a medieval line-up of mixed stone and timbered buildings.
Tests in 2015 on present elm and oak house timbers show they were felled locally
in 1599-1600 and 1624-6. Country Life featured the house this June and Edward
Hess, the current owner, published a 200-page book this September. Full of
pictures and detail, it spans the manor’s 1100 years and fittingly many villagers
attended its two-day weekend launch. Sue MacGregor, anchor lady of popular
BBC programmes and childhood Wheatley inhabitant, joined Lord Camoys of
Stonor and Sinclair Rogers, chairman of Agincourt 600 among many other
guests. 600 years ago in October, the First Baron Camoys was ‘third general’ at
Agincourt alongside Henry V and York: he owned Wheatley manor 1373-1421.
Tom Hassall spoke movingly of family life there over 60 years (he sold it to the
Hess family in 1999). Builders, carpenters, architects, historians, gardeners,
scientists, actors, lawyers and most important of all, inhabitants and former
inhabitants of the manor house, have cooperated to create a unique, enjoyable
and bargain book - 16 chapters, seven appendices and 300 illustrations which is
of real interest and importance to the village. [E. Hess, Wheatley Manor, Its
Owners and Occupants, 956-2015, 200pp, £10.00, available from the Manor
House, ejwhess@hotmail.co.uk
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SUSTAINABLE WHEATLEY
Tim Blightman
How to avoid food shopping becoming more expensive
From 5th October this year you will be charged 5p for each single-use plastic bag you
are given in supermarkets, including Asda, the Co-op and Costcutter. You can avoid
this charge by taking your own bags whenever you go shopping. The charge is
already made in Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland, so England will now be in line
with the rest of the UK.
Why is this charge being introduced? Last year 8.5 billion single-use bags were
taken home from supermarkets in Britain and the legislation is designed to reduce the
number for a variety of reasons:
1. They are unsightly. Many of these bags make their way onto the streets and into
the countryside as unsightly litter.
2. They are bad for wildlife. Plastic bags can choke or poison fish, animals and
birds, with marine wildlife particularly vulnerable. It is estimated that by the end of this
decade, there will be 1kg of plastic in the sea for every 3kg of fish. The RSPB warns
that birds can mistake the bags for fish or nesting materials. If their legs or heads
become entangled, it can prove fatal.
3. They are costly to clear up. Littered carrier bags cost taxpayers in England about
£10 million a year in clean-up costs.
4. They use up finite natural resources. Plastic bags consume resources, including
oil, in their creation. According to some estimates, up to 100 million barrels of oil are
needed to make the world’s plastic bags each year. Yet typical usage of a plastic bag
is just 20 minutes.
5. They take years to decompose. In the UK, some 16,000 tonnes of waste is sent
to landfill each year – where, according to campaigners, the plastic bags can take
1,000 years to decompose.
So, next time you go shopping, remember on this occasion being an old bag is a good
thing!
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 2015
Lucy Betts
It is that time of year again and we are making preparations for the Operation
Christmas Child project. This project, run by a Christian organisation Samaritan's
Purse, aims to take shoeboxes filled with gifts and resources to children in need.
Our shoeboxes in past years have gone to Eastern European countries. They act
as a box of love that shares the Christmas message with the children who receive
them and where appropriate a booklet of Bible stories is also shared.
If you would like to do a box I have leaflets which outline how you can do this, you
can collect them from 2 Wren Close or look online at the website. You need an
empty shoebox which you can wrap with the box and lid kept separate. You can
choose to do a box for a boy or girl and there are age ranges 2 - 4, 5 - 9 and 10 14. Boxes for teenage boys are always needed.
Once you have the box you can fill it with fun gifts, hygiene items and school
resources. A donation of £3.00 is requested to help with the cost of transport. You
can drop the boxes off at either 2 Wren Close or Mates Hairdressers on the High
Street by Monday 9th November. I am always happy to take any extra items to
add to boxes or small knitted items such as hats or scarves so do drop those off
too.
If you have any queries or would like to know more do contact me on 01865
875436.
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION, WHEATLEY
Jim Watson
The Summer Barbecue was held in August at the New Club and was attended by
48 members and guests – a record turnout and a sure sign of the popularity of
this venue. For the 8th October open meeting there will be a talk on Dogs for the
Blind at the New Club with doors open at 11.30 am for a 12 noon start. The AGM
will be on Thursday 26th November at the New Club.
The Annual Service of Remembrance will be at 3 pm on Sunday the 8 th
November at St Mary’s Church followed by a parade to the Memorial Gardens in
the High Street for a further short Service, and then tea will be served in the Merry
Bells.
The Poppy Appeal will run from Saturday 31st October to Saturday 7th November
and volunteer collectors are encouraged to contact Roger Bell on 875286.
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THE FRIENDS OF WHEATLEY LIBRARY
Vivien Vernede
The friends of the library would like to say a big thank you again to all our
volunteers who are helping to keep the library open. The library really looks
vibrant and welcoming.
We are putting together with the staff, a community survey on how the library can
respond to local needs.
We want to find out from people
 Why you use the library - or why you don’t
 If you don’t use it, what might attract you to visit it?
 If you do use it, would you like any changes in what it offers?
 If any groups in the community could be better catered for
Copies of the survey will be sent out soon to the Wheatley Library at The Merry
Bells and other locations in the neighbourhood. You can also respond to the
survey through the Friends website online at wheatleylibrary.org
Please like our Friends of Wheatley Library page on Facebook.
The Craft group meet in the library every Monday in term time, from 10am -12
noon.
Coffee mornings are on the first Wednesday in the month 10am -12 noon. The
next ones will be on October 7th and November 4th.
There are also computer buddy sessions and information on how to research your
family history. These are provided by two of the volunteers, Linda Price and Anne
Rawlings. Please contact the library for details.
We always need more volunteers please e mail: rosamond.lake@hotmail.co.uk if
you would like to help.
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IMPROVEMENTS TO WHEATLEY SEWAGE TREATMENT WORKS
Gareth Morris
Thames Water have upgraded the Wheatley Sewage Treatment Works to improve the
quality of the treated water that is discharged to Wheatley Ditch. The improvements
mean that the discharged water will contain significantly less organic material, so
reducing the Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD), and significantly less ammonia based
compounds than in the past. This represents an appreciable improvement in the
quality of the water that is entering the Wheatley Ditch.
Thames Water carried out work last autumn to upgrade the treatment works to
achieve the new standard and initially the standard was being met. Unfortunately,
recently the quality of the treated water has deteriorated. Thames Water are carrying
out further work to ensure that the new standard will be met in the future. To avoid
discharging water of lesser standard to the Wheatley Ditch, Thames Water are
tankering the treated effluent to other sewage treatment works for further treatment.
This operation is expected to continue until October or November and while it is being
carried out you may see tankers going down the London Road towards the A40. This
tankering operation will run round the clock, 7 days a week.
The discharges from the Sewage Treatment Works discharge into the Wheatley Ditch
which flows underneath the Wheatley Car Centre on London Road, behind the ASDA
petrol station and then along the ASDA car park to discharge into the River Thame.
While the work is being carried out there will be virtually no flow in the water course.
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WHEATLEY LIBRARY
Wendy Stanton
We’ve had a great summer with lots of children signing up for the Summer
Reading Challenge, and many children finishing it with a great deal of excitement.
There has been plenty of good natured sibling rivalry as to who can finish the
challenge first! Many certificates have been handed out and there will be a
special assembly at Wheatley Primary School, where those who finished their
Summer Reading Challenge will be awarded their certificates and medals,
hopefully to lots of well-earned applause.
Our Home Library Service is a much used and needed service for those who are
housebound. If you know anyone who may benefit from this service, please do
let us know.
We receive brand new books on a regular basis so do make use of this and we
also receive excellent quality donations which are in either the New Titles or New
to Wheatley sections of the library.
Above all, keep visiting your local libraries and using the services available, and
keep reading.

24

25

WHEATLEY CE PRIMARY ACADEMY
J Morters, Headteacher
We start an exciting new school year. Our numbers are exploding with 16 new inyear admissions already this year along with around 15 more than usual YR
(reception) children. Last school year we had a balance of 18 more children
through the year with 39 joining and 21 moving on.
This is the fifth year of our creative curriculum which enthuses the children and
staff with whole school or cohort themes-this term the theme is ‘Food’! We
continue to be a Story Telling school which is a super strategy for engaging and
enthusing all the children (no matter what age or interest) in producing writing in
all genres of a good standard. This year we are working on the new assessments
the government are introducing across the country.
We welcome members of the local community to come in to work with the
children, so if you have a regular free slot and would like to support the learning
we do in school, please do contact us for a conversation. At present we have 16
volunteers. We would like to thank them for their time and commitment to
supporting the children’s learning.
If you would like to visit our lovely school just to see how we do things; call to
make an appointment for a tour with our articulate Y6 guides.
Do join us at the PTA Firework Event on Saturday 7th November from 5.30pm.
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MORLAND HOUSE SURGERY AUTUMN VACCINATION CAMPAIGN
Barbara Noakes
Flu vaccinations will be available free to:
· Over 65s
· People with respiratory disease
· People with heart disease
· People with kidney disease
· People with liver disease
· Health and social care staff
directly involved in patient care

· People with a history of stroke
· People with a weak immune system
· People with diabetes
· Pregnant women
· Carers
· Children aged 2 –4 years and school
years 1 and 2 (Nasal spray)

In addition a Pneumococcal vaccination will also be offered to all patients in the
at risk groups. A Shingles vaccine is also available free for all patients aged 70,
78 or 79 years old on 1 September 2015.
Our Flu, Pneumococcal and Shingles Vaccination Programme will be carried
out in our clinics to be held on the following dates:
Saturday 3, 10, 17 October 2015, 8-11am,
Wednesday 14 October 2015, 4-6.30pm.
Children will be offered the Flu vaccine by nasal drop. Children’s Flu clinics will be
held on the following dates:
Wednesday 14, 21, 28 October 2015, 3.45-5pm
Thursdays 1, 15 and 22 October 2015, 3-5pm
Please contact reception on 01865 8724448 to book an appointment.
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COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS - OXFORDSHIRE
Sally Morris
Do you want to make a difference and give something back to the people in your
local community when they need you the most? You could make a difference by
providing emergency lifesaving skills to a member of your community until an
emergency ambulance arrives.
Community First Responders are volunteers that are trained and equipped by the
ambulance service to answer certain types of medical emergencies in their local
communities while the ambulance is on its way. There is good evidence to
suggest that if people are trained to help someone while the ambulance is on the
way, more lives are saved, and because the volunteers operate in their
neighbourhoods there is every possibility they will arrive before the ambulance
and these seconds and minutes can make all the difference.
Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA) is the UK’s single biggest killer. On average,
150,000 people suffer a SCA every year. Every minute that passes after someone
has suffered SCA the chance of a successful resuscitation reduces by about
14%. The UK national average chance of survival is 4%. In areas where there is
an active Community First Responder scheme, this increases to 20 to 25%.
When the ambulance service receives an emergency call in an area where there
is a volunteer available and if the call suitable for a volunteer to attend, the
responder receives a message on a mobile phone alerting them to this incident.
They then make their way to the incident following communication from the
control room. This means that help is on the way within seconds of a call being
made.
All you need to join is to be over 18, have a full driving licence, pass an enhanced
criminal records check and be willing and able to give up some free time to help
your community. We are currently looking for volunteers throughout Oxfordshire
and the surrounding villages. If you would to help in this literally lifesaving and
very rewarding project please e-mail david.england@scas.nhs.uk for an
information pack or call David England, the local liaison and training officer on
07970 490 519 our web page is www.southcentralambulance.nhs.uk
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WHEATLEY SINGERS RE-LAUNCH CONCERT
Handel’s “Messiah” at St. Mary the Virgin Church, Wheatley, Saturday
November 21st, 7.30pm
Following their re-launch in September, the Wheatley Singers have been meeting
weekly to make sure their first concert in this incarnation will be a roaring
success.
New Musical Director, Kate Billimore, has been putting the singers through their
paces, working on the myriad of glorious choruses that make up Handel’s
wonderful oratorio “Messiah”. The Singers have been delighted to welcome back
former members - and to meet new ones - who are sharing the commitment and
enthusiasm that this well-known repertoire classic inspires. The soloists and
musicians are primed and ready to delight.
The concert will be in aid of funds for both St Mary’s Wheatley and Wheatley
URC. Tickets are available from choir members or can be purchased at the door
on the night.
MOTOR NEURONE DISEASE ASSOCIATION (MNDA)
The coffee morning at the Merry Bells helped to raise donations of £475 so far
and still climbing. Thank you for your support!
ZOE'S SPONSORED SKYDIVE
David Youd and his daughter Zoe would like
to thank the people of Wheatley for their
generosity for kindly donating money
towards Zoe's sponsored skydive in aid
of the charity Against Breast Cancer. With
the help of the village, a total of £1,100 was
raised. £333.25 was raised on the sponsor
forms along with a further £60.05 from
David's Saturday morning bucket collection.
Please accept our heartfelt thanks to all
concerned.
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WHEATLEY PARK SCHOOL: ‘EVERYONE LEARNING’
Kate Curtis, Headteacher
The new school year is very much under way and the characteristic September
rituals are behind us: digging out the PE kit, choosing the right shoes, re-stocking
the pencil case with the latest calculator. It has been a great pleasure to welcome
over 200 new Year 7 students. We’re impressed by their confidence as learners,
by their teamworking skills and by their willingness to seek challenge, a key value
at WPS.
It was a good year for our examination students, with 100% pass rate in A level
and 63% of our Year 11 achieving 5 higher grades at GCSE including English and
Maths. Almost 30% of our students got at least 3 A/A* grades. We have said
goodbye to our Year 13 leavers. They take with them some impressive
qualifications and (perhaps even more importantly) the qualities of determination,
confidence and a sense of responsibility towards others.
The changing landscape of Education Policy has been influencing our work,
perhaps more than ever. Following conversion to Academy status in 2014, we are
now planning to create a Multi Academy Trust in partnership with The Cherwell
School. This is an exciting prospect for both schools and we are very much
looking forward to providing mutual accountability and challenge to provide the
best possible education for all the young people in our communities.
There is much to look forward to in the year ahead. The highest priority is, of
course, excellent learning opportunities for all our youngsters. Aiming for a school
with impeccable behaviour, characterised by good relationships, we have set a
very high standard for positive and disciplined engagement in learning.
We always welcome any community involvement! If you are interested in finding
out more about governance, we would be pleased to hear from anyone who has a
background in the fields of finance, law or education. You may also want to help
us with fundraising or volunteer to support students directly. We are fortunate at
Wheatley Park to have so many friends and supporters in the community. Our
parent and grandparent body is characterised by commitment and generosity. I
look forward to seeing friends of the school at various events in the school year.
Friends of Wheatley Park School
This small but very effective group is always on the lookout for volunteers. The
main focus of the group is to generate funds for the school, which make a great
difference to the students. Most of the current members are parents and staff, but
we would be delighted to hear from anyone who has ideas, energy and a bit of
creativity.
There are opportunities for good organisers (we hope to appoint a lead member
for a ‘100 club’) and also for sociable people willing to help make things happen!
We have a calendar of enjoyable events, such as our Christmas Fair and our
Quiz Night, and new ideas are always welcome. To find out more, please contact
Donna Arkell graanddea@yahoo.uk or head@wheatleypark.org
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TAPPING INTO OUR SENSES OUT IN THE WILDLIFE GARDEN
Stuart Mabbutt
It’s been well documented that life has been challenging for me over the last few
years with debilitating Rheumatoid Arthritis. Traditional and alternative
medications have been sourced, but a suitable treatment programme was a
struggle to find. I’ve been a wildlife watcher for most of my life and last year
started using those skills in a new way to manage my pain. From our five main
senses of sight, sound, touch, taste and smell, let’s look at sight first.
Nip outside and have a look at your wildlife garden. Don’t look intently, rest your
eyes on the landscape and use your peripheral vision. Slowly begin to notice how
many more shades of green you can see, and the little subtle movements that
you miss if you look too intently at a spot. This is what good birdwatcher does,
resting their eyes on a space where they know there’s a bird but can’t locate it, by
using their peripheral vision they can quickly locate what they are looking for.
Now do the same with your ears. Notice in a jungle soundscape how all the
creatures inhabit a differing sound frequency, some over lapping but all audible.
Rest your ears on the soundscape around you, by listening to less, note how you
hear more. If there is an annoying sound in that soundscape, try and filter that
out. Notice how the soundscape around you has differing frequencies, ebbing and
flowing. Try and break the soundscape down.
Continue this exercise with your senses of taste, touch and smell. This can be
done anywhere, and notice how the mind is distracted away from the stress, pain
or challenges it may be dealing with.
Have a go, maybe adapt my theory to tap into your own wellbeing, but if nothing
else, use this idea to maybe get even more pleasure from your own wildlife
garden. Happy Gardening.
Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243

38

39

ST MARY'S
Church Floodlighting
15th August
17th August
9th September
10th September
18th September
24th September
7th October
26th October
28th November

The end of World War 2 and the Far Eastern Prisoners of
War who died in captivity or subsequently of their injuries.
To celebrate the Birthday of the late ‘Bill’ William Moulford
In Loving Memory of Len De Paiva
To acknowledge the Diamond Wedding day of the late Olive
Gee
In Loving Memory of Margaret Horn
In Loving Memory of Jenny Hillsdon
In Loving Memory of Fred Deacon on what would have been
his 85th Birthday
In Loving Memory of Rebecca Guy
In Loving Memory of Robert Turrell.
For Regular Services see the Day by Day listings.
Other Services and Events during October and
November 2015:
4th October 10am - Harvest Festival Service in church
10th October 6 for 6.30pm - Harvest Supper in Merry Bells
1st November 4pm - Annual Churchyard Service
8th November 3pm - Remembrance Day Service
14th November time TBC - Mini Church Bazaar
29th November 10am - Advent Carol Service
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WHEATLEY PRODUCTIONS PANTOMIME – Sleeping Beauty
Ian Germain
Important Notice
If you haven’t put the date of the Pantomime in your diary yet, may we firstly ask,
“Why not?”, but secondly ask you to now note a change of date and make a note
of the venue, as we have in the past had audience members turning up at the
wrong school! Dates and Venue - Friday 15th January at 7.30 pm and
Saturday 16th January 2016 at 2.30 and 7.30 pm at Wheatley Park School.
Tickets will go on sale, the weekend of 21st and 22nd November at the usual
outlets including Crumbs Cafe, Mates and Country Collections. We look forward
to seeing you in January. Oh, yes we will!!
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BELL RINGING AT THE CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN
Peter Bayliss
The ringing of the bells of St Mary’s church is a familiar sound in Wheatley. From
the joyous peal celebrating a wedding in summer to the poignant half muffled toll
on Remembrance Day, from Christmas Day to the regular Sunday morning ringing,
the bells have formed part of the fabric of the village for over a century.
The custom of ringing church bells in England goes back to medieval times. In the
17th century ringing evolved into the modern art of change ringing in arranged
sequences which is now practised throughout this country. In Wheatley, the bells
have been rung at St Mary’s since the completion of the tower in 1868. The six
Wheatley bells range in size from the smallest (named Edward) at 4½ cwt, to Mary,
the heaviest at 9¾ cwt. Mary, originally cast in 1793 is also the oldest. The other
bells are named Samuel, King, Frideswide and Birinus and are all over 200 years
old. Bell ringing is an activity that can be mastered by people from 9 to 99 (if they
can manage the spiral staircase). It’s gently physical and very sociable.
We are holding an open morning on Saturday October 17 th for anyone who is
curious about the bells or who wants to have a go making a noise. Anyone who has
any level of experience in ringing and wants to try out the Wheatley bells is also
very welcome, as of course are all former Wheatley ringers.
Wheatley Bells Open Morning – Saturday 17th October, 10.30 – 12.30 at St
Mary’s Church. For more information please call Peter Bayliss – 872250 or
07803 130391

44

45

WHEATLEY W.I.
Joyce Coveley
With no meeting in August it was a quiet month for Wheatley W.I., save for a
successful trip to Bournemouth on 13th. When last writing there was some doubt
as to whether the trip would go ahead, but a last minute flurry of bookings
ensured that a full coach went off to the sea side. The weather was not perfect,
but luckily Bournemouth missed the torrential downpours that were suffered
further along the coast and a good day was had by all, culminating in a lovely W.I.
tea. Ringwood W.I. hosted the tea, and were much envied for having their own
hall and being able to leave their art and craft work on display.
Tuesday 15th Sept was a very busy day for some of our members. Christine led a
party of six from Wheatley to join around seven hundred women at the
Oxfordshire Federation Centennial Celebration at Christ Church Cathedral. More
than 160 WI groups were represented as they paraded their banners around the
cathedral courtyard, before taking part in an inspiring service and of course
singing Jerusalem.
Having spent most of the day in Oxford, a chance to sit down with a cup of tea on
arrival home would have been welcome but, instead, our gallant volunteers turned
out again to attend the first meeting of our autumn season. Some 40 members
heard from ex-Beefeater Tony Stratford (in full regalia), stories of Bishops, Sex
and Money! Tony gave fascinating details of life and death in the Tower in
medieval times as well as introducing us to the origins of many sayings, which
have become part of our everyday language. A most entertaining evening was
enjoyed by all.
The October meeting is a bring & share Harvest Supper (please remember to
bring your own crockery and cutlery). There will also be a sale of some of the
items made by the craft group, including sewn & knitted poppies, so please bring
your spare cash to pick up some bargains.
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WHEATLEY COMMUNITY CHURCH LAUNCH
Gordon Ewbank
Just before our official launch service on 6th September, one of our kids asked if
we were going to have a countdown, as that’s what people do at a launch!
Perhaps we should have done – but we certainly did have a celebration! So, it's
now official, we've started a new church in Wheatley. The proof is in the pudding
... or should that be cake, as Karen Betts created a special cake for the occasion
which incorporated both our name and logo in a very tasteful(!) fashion.
Around 100 people attended our official launch. This included many friends from
the other local churches, who came to support us, along with many others wishing
to commit to the church community long term. Dan Evenhuis shared about the
new life God is able to create as we are willing to allow him to shape both our
individual and corporate lives.
Our launch event was an all age service, with many joining us who had either
attended or helped out at the recent Fusion Holiday Club ‘Cops n’ Robbers’, and
together we enjoyed looking
back at that time, sharing what
was important to the kids, the
40-strong youth team who
helped so enthusiastically and
of course the adults as well.
Once we’d reflected on and
celebrated God’s faithfulness
and life giving grace together –
and demolished the cake! –
many of us gathered in the
recreation ground for a picnic
and games on a gloriously
sunny afternoon…..and another cake as we joined in celebrating one of our Dads’
birthdays. Whilst we can’t always guarantee as much cake every week, we know
we can rely on God’s faithfulness and grace in our lives together. Please do come
and join us sometime – 10.30 every Sunday morning in the Merry Bells. To
contact us, check meeting dates or just to find out more, please go to
http://wheatleycommunity.church. Everyone is welcome - no church experience
necessary!
THE MERRY BELLS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Anne Ledwith (Secretary)
The Merry Bells Management Committee would like to thank Mill View Plant
Centre for its very generous donation of the plants in the planters outside the
Merry Bells.
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NEWS FROM WHEATLEY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Zena Knight
To celebrate One World Week there will be a Quiz Night on Friday, 23 October,
beginning at 7.00pm in the Merry Bells. A Cheese and Wine supper is included. Make
up a team of no more than 8 or come to join a team on the night. Contact 01865 874003
for tickets at £8.00 each.
Our afternoon teas in the Chapel hall continue from 2.30-4.30pm and we welcome all
on Sunday, 4 October and Sunday 1 November.
Coffee mornings on the first Thursday of the month from 10.00am-12.00noon continue
and we look forward to seeing you on 1 October and 5 November. As well as enjoying
a cup of tea or coffee there will be books and magazines to swap.
CARERS OXFORDSHIRE
Tracey Desmond
FREE training opportunities for local unpaid carers. Confidence 2 Care starts on
Friday 23rd October 2015 10.30 - 12.30 at Holton Village Hall and runs for 5
consecutive weeks. It covers:
 what to do and how to deal with an emergency
 balancing caring commitments with other needs
 improve health and wellbeing and share experiences with other carers
 learn tips and strategies on how to make a positive difference to their own life
and that of the person they care for
Are you interested? To book your place, please call Tracey on 01235 520463, email:
traceydesmond@carersoxfordshire.org.uk
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WHEATLEY DAY BY DAY
WEEKLY

Wheatley Nursery School Every weekday from 8 am to 3 pm
next to the Primary School in Littleworth Road Contact 01865
452725.
Wheatley Pre-School. Behind the Primary School Car park.
Littleworth Road. Sessions Mon - Fri 9.00 to 11.45 am and 1.00
to 3.30 pm Call 01865 873687 to visit, to register, or for
information.
Sharecare Community Club Age UK Oxfordshire 9.30am - 2pm
Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays at Holton Village Hall. An
opportunity for older people to meet with others. Contact Iris Ellis
07973 783938
Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon, Tues to Fri. All
welcome.

SUNDAY

St Mary the Virgin. Every Sunday 8 am Holy Communion.
1st Sunday 10 am Parish Praise. 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays, 10 am
Sung Eucharist with King’s Club for Children. 4th Sunday 10 am
service is Food Bank Sunday. Please bring a donation for the
Food Bank.
Kings Club for children runs every week apart from the 1st
Sunday of the month alongside the 10am service.
Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Road. Mass 10 am.
URC. Services at 10 am. Holy Communion on 1st & 3rd
Sundays
Wheatley Community Church Every Sunday 10.30 am, Merry
Bells

MONDAY

SODC Collections: (except Bank Holidays). Food refuse
weekly; wheelie bins for general waste, recycling waste and
garden waste on alternate Mondays. Details 01865 875615.
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm
Carers and Toddlers. Every Monday in school term at URC
Hall, Crown Square 9.30 to 11.30 am. Everyone welcome. Age
0 - 3 with adult. Details Enid (08165) 872403.
Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group. Every Monday in
school term time 10am - 12 noon.
Citizens Advice Bureau 10 am - 1 pm United Reformed
Church. Free confidential advice on money, legal, family and
other matters. To make an appointment call 01844 217186
(Mon, Tue, Fri 10-4).
Baby Café, Maple Tree Children's Centre, 1.30 - 3.30pm
Not-so-Young Club. Merry Bells. 2-4 pm. Every 2 weeks.
Beaver Scouts, boys and girls aged 6-8, during term time, 5.306.30 pm, at the Scout Hut, Holloway Road (Tel: 01865 874997)
Brownies meet in the URC Hall 5.30 to 7 pm in term time.
Wheatley Bridge Club. Holton Village Hall. 7 pm.
Community Choir URC Hall, 7.30 to 9 pm in term time.
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TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon. All welcome.
Now I am Two Peep Group, Maple Tree Children's Centre 10 11am
St Mary’s Guild meets every 4th Tuesday in the URC Hall, 2.15
pm. New members always welcome See Diary for details.
Wheatley Women’s Institute. Meets on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month in the Merry Bells at 7.15 pm (except no meeting in
August and the December meeting is held on the 2nd Tuesday
of the month). New members always welcome to join and visitors
are welcome at our talks and outings. Contact Christine 873246.
Wheatley Singers in the URC Hall 7.15 – 9.00pm, all welcome.
Contact Celia Pagel 01865 872250
St Mary’s Church open for prayer and reflection 7.30 to 9 pm
Stay and Play, Maple Tree Children's Centre 9.30 - 11.30am
Parish Office Public Opening. 9.30-11.30. Details: 875615
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm
Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon. All welcome.
Wheatley Library Coffee Morning every 1st Wednesday of the
month, 10am - 12 noon
St Mary the Virgin 12 noon, Holy Communion.
Lively Library Club. Second Wed, 2-3.30 pm, speakers,
workshops, free to attend including tea and cake.
Cub Scouts. Boys and girls aged 8-10 ½, 6.45-8.l5 pm, at the
Scout Hut, Holloway Road. Contact 01865 874284
Guides meet in the URC Hall, 7 to 8.30 pm, in term time.
Great Milton & District Local History Society. Meetings 4th
Wednesday of month, Great Milton School 7.30 pm. Nonmembers welcome. Details: (01844) 279567
Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers and Joggers. 7.30-8.30pm, the
Park sports Centre, Contact Helen Coombes on 01865 872551
or 07979 538557
Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon. All welcome.
United Reformed Church coffee morning on the first Thursday,
each month from 10 am - noon. All welcome.
Wheatley Walks. 10-11am. Meet at the Park Sports Centre details from Anne on 872628 or Jean on 873430.
Wheatley Archive Room. The Merry Bells 2-5 pm.
Xstream. An after school club for primary children, 3.15 to 4.30
pm at the Primary School.
Explorer Scouts. Boys and girls aged 14-18, 7-9pm at the
Scout Hut, Holloway Road (07745 285938)
Stay and Play, Maple Tree Children's Centre, 9.30 - 11.30am
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm
Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon. All welcome.
Scouts. Boys and girls aged 10 ½ to 14, 7 to 9 pm, at the Scout
Hut, Holloway Road. Contact 07745 285938
St. Mary’s Belltower Practice. Experienced ringers and
beginners welcome. St Mary’s Church 7.30-9 pm. 01865 872250
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Parish Office Public Opening 9.30-11.30am
Saturdads 2nd Saturday of the month, 10am - 12pm
Scrabble Club. 1st in month. Details of venue 872641

SATURDAY

OCTOBER DIARY
Thursday

1

Friday
Sunday

2
4

Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Monday
Saturday

7
8
10
12
10

Sunday
Monday
Wednesday
Friday

11
12
14
16

Saturday

17

Monday
Tuesday
Thursday

19
20
22

Friday

23

Monday

26

Tuesday

27

Saturday

31

Sunday

1

Monday

2

Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm
Wine Circle, Merry Bells, 8pm
Wheatley Society, Desert Island Discs, Merry Bells, 8pm
St Mary's Harvest Festival Service, 10am
Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm
Coffee Morning, Wheatley Library, 10am-12pm
Royal British Legion Open Meeting, New Club, 11.30 am
VPA Annual Dinner at Holton Village Hall
Not so Young Club, 2pm, Merry Bells
County & District Councillors' Surgery, 10.30am Parish
Office
St Mary's Harvest Supper in Merry Bells, 6 for 6.30pm
Wheatley Windmill Open Day, Windmill Lane, 2-5pm
Not so Young Club, 2pm, Merry Bells
Planning Committee, 7.30pm, Parish Office
Wheatley Society, Wheatley Manor Book Launch, Merry
Bells, 8pm
Swap Shop, 9.30-11am, Merry Bells
St Mary's Church Bell Ringing Open Morning 10.30am –
12.30pm
F & GP Committee, 7.30pm, Parish Office
Women's Institute, Harvest Supper, Merry Bells 7.15pm
Fundraising for Parkinson's Disease, 7.30pm, Merry
Bells. (See Noticeboard pages for details)
One World Week Quiz Night and Supper, 7pm, Merry
Bells (See Noticeboard pages for details)
School October Holiday (half term week)
Not so Young Club, 2pm, Merry Bells
St Mary's Guild, Medical Detection Dogs, 2.15pm, URC
Hall
To Saturday 7th November - Royal British Legion Poppy
Collection at Asda & Welcome Break MSA (see p.10)

NOVEMBER DIARY
Tea, Cake and Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm
St Mary's Annual Churchyard Service, 4pm
School Term 2 starts (last day Friday 18 December)
Howe Trust Allotment AGM, New Club, 7.30pm
Parish Council, Merry Bells, 7.30pm
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Wednesday
Thursday

4
5

Saturday

7

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

8
9
10
11

Friday
Saturday

13
14

Sunday

15

Monday
Tuesday

16
17

Saturday
Monday
Tuesday

21
23
24

Sunday

29

Coffee Morning, Wheatley Library, 10am -12pm
Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm
Wine Circle AGM, Merry Bells, 8pm
PTA Firework Event from 5.30pm, Wheatley Primary
Academy
St Mary's Church Remembrance Day Service, 3pm
Not so Young Club, 2pm Merry Bells
Village Produce Association AGM, Merry Bells, 7.30pm
Remembrance Day, 11 am, Memorial Gardens
Planning Committee, 7.30pm, Parish Office
Wheatley Society, Great War Talk, Merry Bells, 8pm
County & District Cllrs' Surgery, 10.30am, Parish Office
St Mary's Mini Church Bazaar, time TBC
Thame & Wheatley Ramblers. Meet SODC carpark,
Church Rd, 10am. To Horspath & Shotover
F & GP Committee, 7.30pm, Parish Office
Women's Institute, Passion for Pearls, Merry Bells,
7.15pm
Wheatley Singers, Handel's Messiah, St. Mary's 7.30pm
Not so Young Club, 2pm, Merry Bells
St Mary's Guild, Life as a BA Hostess, 2.15pm, URC
Hall
St Mary's Church Advent Carol Service, 10am
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