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CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN
Geoff Stephens
TRAVELLER INCURSION
We are fortunate in that, for as long as anyone can remember, Wheatley has not
experienced an incursion of travellers on it’s open spaces. However, in August
our luck ran out and a group of travellers broke a gate to gain entry onto Wheatley
Parish’s Playing Fields at Holton. Thanks to the timely and diligent efforts of our
clerk, a notice to quit was quickly served, leading to our unwelcome guests
moving on within five days. A costly clean up then followed which brought into
focus how members of other cultures live their lives. The lesson for the future is
that landowners need to give careful attention to the security of their boundaries
and points of access.
IMPROVEMENTS TO VILLAGE CENTRE
On a brighter note, and prompted by the imminent prospect of the Post Office
moving into the old Barclays Bank building, an initiative is under way to ‘brighten
up’ the village centre. High Street businesses are being canvassed for their
support and it is hoped that an application can be made for some modest funding
from SODC. (Don’t hold your breath).
RE-SURFACING WORK
I notice with great joy that most of the footpath on the village side of London Road
has been re-surfaced. Although we are grateful for this work and the recent resurfacing of the lower part of London Road, wouldn’t it be nice if the County’s
funds could run to the rest of our roads and receive the same attention?
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CLERK'S COLUMN
Gareth Morris
As the Chairman has mentioned, there was an incursion by travellers on to the
Holton Playing Fields at the beginning of August. Thirteen caravans plus cars and
vans and a number of horses arrived on a Friday evening.
We were able to get a bailiff to issue eviction notices on the Tuesday evening and
they had all left by Wednesday night. Then came the clear up!
The cost to the Parish Council was £400 for the eviction notices and visits by the
bailiffs and the clear–up cost £1,825. There was also a loss of income to the
Playing Field Trust when an event had to be cancelled.
I have been taken to task by a resident over my last report where I issued “a very
stern warning to landowners over hedges and trees which overhang the village
highways and footpaths”.
The resident points out that vehicles parking on the pavements is a much more
frequent and dangerous occurrence. I don’t disagree with this view and it never
ceases to amaze me the inconsiderate nature of motorists. No doubt I could be
accused of this as well. As I understand it, it is not unlawful to park on the
pavement unless it causes an obstruction which, unfortunately, a police officer
has to observe before anything can be done. So could I please appeal to
motorists, as well as dog owners and householders, to consider the
consequences of your actions on others.
Dates for your Diary - all meetings start at 7.30pm
Wed 12th October

Planning Committee

Parish Office

Mon 17th October

F&GP Committee

Merry Bells Coffee Room

Mon 7th November

Parish Council

Merry Bells Hall

Wed 9th November

Planning Committee

Parish Office

Mon 21st November

F&GP Committee

Merry Bells Coffee Room
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SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL
Toby Newman, District Councillor
First of all, I hope that everyone has been able to take as much advantage of the sun
this summer as they wanted, and if you have been away on holiday, or stayed at
home, that you had a good one.
Local Plan
The first consultation on our Local Plan 2016 – 2032 has now finished and we are
examining the responses. I will let you know the results and the next steps as soon as
I can.
PCSO Update
Each year we provide £100,000 to part fund six PCSOs to support people in South
Oxfordshire. Between April and June 2016, our PCSOs organised and attended a
number of events, including giving crime prevention advice to almost 300 homes in
Wheatley. They also assisted 268 victims of crime across the region.
July Town and Parish Forum
We held our Town and Parish forum in July. These help us to stay in touch with town
and parish councils and keep them up to date with the work we're doing. We provided
updates on our bid for district-based unitary councils and progress on our local plans.
We also took the chance to talk to councils about our new corporate plan.
Important Change in Green Bin Sacks to Boost Recycling
From 3 November, we’ll only empty green wheelie bins if the recycling in them is
loose or in clear sacks.
Despite a recent campaign to raise awareness about the problem of contamination,
some people continue to contaminate recycling, particularly with food waste and dirty
nappies. When this happens whole truckloads of recycling are rejected at the
recycling centres. So we’re insisting on clear sacks or no sacks to help us identify
contaminated bins.
From 3 October we’ll leave a bin hanger on any bins containing black or coloured
sacks explaining the problem. We’ll empty the bin on that occasion, but if it happens
again after 3 November we won’t empty the bin but will leave another note to explain
why.
Yellow Letter
All homes across both districts should receive a yellow letter from us asking residents
to confirm who currently lives at their address. We need this information to make sure
everyone who is eligible to vote is able to do so in future elections.
As soon as people get their yellow letter they should visit the website to confirm their
details are correct or, if not, provide the correct information. If someone doesn't have
access to the internet the yellow letter contains details on the alternative ways to
respond.
Devolution/Unitary Councils Update
We've published the report we commissioned along with the other Oxfordshire district
councils into the future structure of local government in the county. Our aim has
always been to seek investment in housing and transport infrastructures; to improve
skills training and develop the local economy. We are committed to working together
6

with Oxfordshire County Council in the best interests of our residents and over the
coming months we will be working jointly to agree a way forward with government.
If you want to speak with me on any matter, I hold a surgery on the second Saturday
of the month at 10:30am in the Parish Office at the Merry Bells. You can also call me
on 01865 872239, tweet @tobynewman or preferably email me at
Toby.Newman@southoxon.gov.uk
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OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
Anne Purse - County Councillor Wheatley Division
I have been very pleased indeed to see that, at last, London Road has had some
treatment to the worst area. The road through Holton has also had the worst parts
resurfaced where potholes continually appeared. Two other long standing issues in
the area that have been addressed are the cut back to vegetation and clearing of the
surface along the cycle track along the London Road. That has been the source of
many justified complaints because in the worst instances it contributed to cycles
skidding and in any case put off numerous potential users of the cycle track. We have
also seen the removal, at long last, of the two humps furthest west of High Street that
were less than friendly to the underneath of cars, and their replacement by standard
humps.
Those of you who travel along the road between Menmarsh and Worminghall will
have noticed that the road was resurfaced and then proceeded to crack. That is a fault
of the contractors and it will be redone at no cost to the County Council.
It has been very pleasing to see the determination and effort being put in by the group
of people who are working hard to save children’s centre services in Wheatley. I am
very happy to forward their request for help and support below.
Friends of the Maple Tree Children’s Centre - we are forming a group to support
the continuation of services and activities for local families after the Maple Tree
children’s centre loses its funding next year. If you have any ideas or would like
to contribute or support the group in any way, please e-mail
charlie@handsupteach.co.uk / vickystar21@icloud.com or call 07890 034 464 /
01865 876 617.

2016 ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL
Roger Bell, Poppy Appeal Honorary Organiser
Once again it’s that time of year and although thankfully our involvement in warfare,
and thus casualties, has been much reduced in the last twelve months or so, the need
for money and support for those who have suffered in the past is still very great and
who knows what may happen in the future.
Last year in the Wheatley area we raised over £14,500 which was a huge success
and will be a tough target to beat. We have already had confirmation that Welcome
Break are prepared to give us four days from 8th – 11th November, so with our main
collection at Asda from 5th – 1th November, plus the Army Cadets on Saturday 12th
as well possibly a day at Tesco, shared with our colleagues in Horspath, more
volunteers will be needed. I am therefore looking for people to help in this worthwhile
task. 1&1/2 hour slots between 9am and 7.30pm at Asda and 9.30am and 6.30pm at
Welcome Break.
If you are able to help during those times please let me know a.s.a.p on 875286, email
roger_bell@tiscali.co.uk or post to 1 Windmill Lane, OX33 1TA, stating your preferred
time/s. If you are only able to do an hour’s session I am sure we can work this in. I
hope some of you will be able to do more than one session. I will be sending out an
email to all those who have helped in previous years. Please respond even if you
are unable to help. Thanks for your support.
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THE WHEATLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
John Fox, Chairman
In June, SODC published its Preferred Sites stage of the draft Local Plan. Wheatley
became the one ‘large village’ in Oxfordshire exempt from required house building,
because of its Green Belt setting. We have also calculated that at least 351 homes
have been built or allowed here since 1980. These make the village more or less full,
save for possible infill sites. The Oxford Brookes University site (OBU) site in Holton
now comes centre stage, ‘preferred by SODC for housing (‘at least 300 in a mixed
development’). In August OBU confirmed that they were selling the site, which would
be vacated by 2022. Any vendor wants the best price but as an educational charity
Brookes is required to secure the best price. Developers would have the necessary
money, but other buyers remain a possibility. If housing were put on the site, the
community needs to know ‘How many might be permitted?’ If ‘mixed development’
included light industry, might some Wheatley brownfield sites be relocated and freed
for housing and improvement? Would cash-strapped authorities be able to provide
the necessary new infrastructure for a site which currently resembles a bottle with two
necks?
On 7 September the WNP full committee spent 70 minutes quizzing SODC Planning
officers from SODC about the Brookes site preference. It has taken 3 months to
penetrate ‘planner talk’ and conflicting accounts from them and other parties. The
chairman of Holton P.C. also attended, a mark of the growing collaboration between
both villages over the Neighbourhood Plan. Since January, two NP Committee
members have represented Holton interests – Kevin Heritage and (Parish Councillor)
Roger Farrow.
At the same time, we are listening to the community on the new proposals and more
generally on local improvements, for example the High St shops which have featured
in feedback requests for modernising. We have a growing pool of evidence so far and
a group dedicated to distill it, (already known as The Distillery):
1.
2.
3.

a Wheatley-only straw poll (May - June, 452 returns on 750 = 60%),
feedback from two Open Days (May - July, 100+ visitors at each, plus SODC’s
sharing of all feedback sent direct to them),
finally, the Community Survey (August, 554 returns so far on 1860 = 30%). LATE
RETURNS STILL ACCEPTED!

100% return would be ideal, but what we have does indicate what people are
thinking. Conversations have also been held with the Schools, with the Footpaths
group plus a July survey, with the Surgery, with OBU (more planned), with
Oxfordshire CC (New Infrastructure), with the WI, with the Area Council of Churches
and more. We have ‘accelerated’ our programme. In October, as the evidence is
distilled, we will start a series of workshops on community reaction to the NP Vision
and Objectives. In November we will put the evidence and workshop conclusions to
the wider public for reaction. By the start of 2017 we hope to move into the final
stages, with a first draft of the Neighbourhood Plan completed. Best that I do not
predict too much – everything depends on our own energy lasting out, and on the
unexpected! Meanwhile, contact us with your concerns and ideas.
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WHEATLEY PRODUCTIONS
Ian Germain
The Wheatley Pantomime is coming home and to celebrate……we’re having
a ceilidh and you are all invited!
Wheatley Productions is delighted to confirm that on January 20 th 2017, we will be
returning to the Primary School for our next pantomime, Jack and the Beanstalk,
with all of the traditional characters and the usual suspects plus newcomers
performing. Even our ‘long-time’ resident Dame, Clive Hallett has agreed to come
out of retirement and once again ‘strap-on’ his corsets and false bosom to help
celebrate our return to our spiritual home he knows so well.
We have had several meetings with the new head teacher, Karen McKenzie, who
along with everyone else at the Primary School is delighted to re-establish our
partnership and be an important part of our Community. So much so, and
following the success of the Ceilidh at the Street Party to celebrate the Queen’s
90th Birthday, we are going to have another. On Saturday 15th October, at the
Primary School we are holding a ceilidh to celebrate our return, making it part of
our Annual Peter Wild Awards Night. Everyone is welcome and how it works is,
we provide the entertainment and you bring along your own food and drink, like
an indoor picnic.
As we will be carrying out some refurbishments to the stage, we are making it a
fundraiser and charging £5 for everyone over 16 years of age (Under 16s are free
of charge). We will be making tables of 8 available and to book individually or for
a table of 8 people please contact wheatleyproductions@outlook.com or for more
information about the panto and/or the ceilidh please
contact iangermain48@gmail.com We hope to see you at both events.
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WHEATLEY PARK SCHOOL NEWS
Kate Curtis, Headteacher
The 2015-16 school year ended in July on something of a high for all of us at
Wheatley Park School.
Ofsted Inspection: ‘maintained the good quality of education’
In June this year Wheatley Park was inspected by a small team from Ofsted. At
the end of an intense and challenging day, the lead inspector confirmed with great
warmth that the school is ‘Good’. The written report included encouraging
remarks:
‘WPS not only has a beautiful campus, it offers a welcoming and inclusive
community’.
‘Sixth formers and younger pupils are rightly proud of their school’.
‘Governors form a dedicated and effective team’.
‘Staff inspire and challenge the pupils’.
The Prime Minister
Just a few days after visiting WPS and John Watson School, Mrs May became
our new Prime Minister, which gives all of us in the school a huge sense of pride.
We all agree that Mrs May has sought challenge, shown determination and taken
responsibility in her life, embodying the current values of Wheatley Park.
Exam Results 2016: 70% A*-C in English and Maths
The GCSE results in summer 2016 gave us more reasons to celebrate. We met
our target for 70% of our students to achieve higher grades in both Maths and
English, which places us in the top 10% of schools nationally for progress (ref
FFT Aspire for the expert reader). At A level, too, we are delighted that 22.4% of
grades were A/A*, with 46% A*/B.
River Learning Trust
As of July 1st we are members, alongside The Cherwell School, of the River
Learning Trust, a community-led Multi Academy Trust. We are confident that the
close collaboration and accountability will prove beneficial.
www.riverlearningtrust.org
A new Headteacher
Most readers of the Newsletter will know that I will be leaving Wheatley Park
School at the end of December 2016, after 17 years in the school, of which 12
were as Headteacher. It has been a great privilege to see the school and its
youngsters change and grow; we are in a strong position now to offer a rich and
wonderful educational experience to the children in the community. I am
enormously grateful to all those in Wheatley who have given me such support in
my time as Headteacher. The Governors are pleased that my successor has
been appointed and will be taking over the reins. Mr Tim Martin joins us from
Hampshire and will be a great leader as the school moves forward.
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WHEATLEY SOCIETY 2016
Mary Hall, Chair
During the summer the Society arranged a walk by the Cherwell from Kidlington
led by Chris Sprent. It took place on a lovely day and the stop at Annie’s tea
house was greatly appreciated. Ros MacLeod-Timms arranged for a very
practical demonstration of the defibrillator located outside the Merry Bells. It is
reassuring that now more people in the village are able to use it if necessary.
Forthcoming events have been amended slightly. The presentation by local young
entrepreneurs on Friday 28th October has had to be deferred. Instead David
Harverson will be giving a talk entitled “All about the University of the Third Age”
and asking the question is Wheatley and District ready for it? This meeting is
open to non-members of the Society. The agenda continues as planned in
November with a WW1 Commemoration talk on Friday 11th November at 8.00pm
and the ever popular Clever Clogs Quiz on the 25th at 8.00pm. Posters giving
more details for all events will be put up nearer the dates of each event.
Now the summer holidays are behind us it is time to put together our programme
for 2017. The committee wants to organise the types of events you want to
participate in so please send your suggestions to me,
maryelizabethhall@hotmail.com. Thanks to those who have already done so.
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WHEATLEY CARE SCHEME NEEDS “YOU”!
Kath Lamont, Chair/Co-ordinator
Do you sometimes have 1-2 hours a week to spare? Do you enjoy helping other
people?
Wheatley Care is a voluntary scheme which enables elderly, ill and disabled
people to get to medical appointments without the stress of having to manage
public transport. We have been in operation since 1981, with voluntary drivers
from Wheatley, Littleworth and Holton.
We are always looking to increase the number of drivers; the more drivers we
have, the more we can spread the drives. We cover all medical appointments only
to hospitals, doctors, dentists, podiatry, opticians, and physio.
We cover your petrol costs from the donations we receive from the clients we
take. As it's voluntary work, you can choose which days or runs you do as well as
decline drives if you are busy on the days we are asking to be covered.
So if you have a little spare time on week days, please contact me on 01865
876609 to have a chat.
WHEATLEY WI
Joyce Coveley
The Womens' Institute must be one of the oldest organisations in Wheatley;
founded just after the end of WW1 it is fast approaching its 100th
Birthday. Should any founding member attend one of today's meetings the
changes would be incomprehensible, in fact, the only similarities are the allfemale membership and meeting at the Merry Bells.
The traditional view of the W.I. is of predominantly elderly ladies who make jam
and sing Jerusalem, but while this may have been true in the 1920s it is very
different today. Members are of all ages, some may make jam and do sometimes
sing Jerusalem, but they also campaign against injustice, provide educational
opportunities, promote sports, raise money for local charities and so much more.
Our founder member visiting us today would find a thriving group of more than
fifty members (and growing) who apart from meeting each month enjoy theatre
visits, outings, taking part in Craft Club activities or exploring with the Walking
Group; as well as supporting village activities like the annual Remembrance
Service in November. Links are forged with neighbouring institutes, and there are
opportunities to learn new skills or develop existing interests on the many courses
offered by the local federation and the national organisation. We are lucky to
have Denman College, with all it offers, right on our doorstep.
Wheatley W.I. is embracing 21st Century technology with its web site
www.wheatleywi.com, email communications (while remembering that some
members still prefer paper) and consulting about the way forward. We welcome
prospective new members, new ideas and new initiatives, why not come along
and find out for yourself?
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THE HISTORY FILE: THAT 90TH BIRTHDAY CROWN
John Fox
England’s Crown came to Wheatley centre in 1643. Ladies May, Grey and
Stafford smuggled it from St James’s Palace, London, through Parliament’s
roadblocks to Charles I’s wartime capital at Oxford. Their carriage crossed
Wheatley Bridge for Shotover road [now ‘Old Rd’] to the palace at Christ Church.
In April 2016, Karen Betts gave up 120 hours (‘a perfectionist’s labour of love’) to
bring a State Crown back to Wheatley High Street. It topped the cake-stack she
made for Wheatley’s celebration of the Queen’s 90th birthday. Ten cakes rose a
metre high and weighed 60 kg, a construction epic which took 40 hours. For the
2,868 diamonds and 273 pearls, Karen used 3,141 silver dragees. A Fox’s glacier
mint understudied the Cullinan II Diamond, a wine gum the Black Prince’s Ruby,
and humble M&Ms did for emeralds and sapphires. 45 photos of Wheatley over
90 years, from Wheatley Archives and Fusion covered the iced sponge walls.
Flavours were chocolate/orange and lemon/vanilla; some were gluten-free and
dairy-free. (A vegan cake turned out too ‘rubbery’). Karen’s father navigated
Wheatley potholes to the High Street. (Those Ladies of 1643 would have
understood.) Ten people, including 6 Betts family members, cut and wrapped 750
slices for the public in 45 minutes. [On the front cover: Karen, her niece and
nephew are shown making the first cut.] P.S. this crown was filled with rice
crispies to prevent its toppling the cake and injuring the public. It now adds
‘regalness’ to Elton Crescent. Brava Karen!
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HOLTON TABLE TENNIS CLUB
Brian Dobson
We meet every Wednesday evening at Holton Village Hall from 7pm until 9pm.
Everyone from the age of ten years upwards would be very welcome, we take all
abilities and there are club members who would be willing to offer basic coaching
for those who would like to improve their game.
Individual Annual Membership: £7.50 – Family Annual Membership: £10.00
Weekly Subscriptions: £3 (Non Member) - £2 (Member).

DOWNLOAD THE 'SAVE A LIFE' APP FROM THE AMBULANCE SERVICE
Save a Life is a free Android and Apple app from South
Central Ambulance Service that uses GPS functionality
to show where your nearest defibrillator is. It also
features videos, cardiopulmonary
resuscitation instructions and a section that will answer
many of your cardiac arrest and heart attack questions.
Go to www.scas.nhs.uk/savealife and find your nearest
defibrillator.
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WHEATLEY RUGBY MEMORIAL MATCH
Gavin Belcher
The club’s annual memorial match to remember two greats, Jason Laman and
Dale Gostick, took place on the 3rd September.
The day’s weather started off promising but as it was technically summer, the
weather turned and it hammered it down. This, however, did not put off the
spectators from watching three games of top class rugby being played in the spirit
of the game and occasion.
Once the games had finished, the presentation of the cups were awarded to
Crowthorne as the overall winners, Wheatley seniors for beating the Chairman’s
XV and picking up the Man of the Match trophy carrying his father’s name was
Aaron Laman.
A massive thank you to everyone who came up to play and/or support,
Crowthorne RFC for again travelling over to play and the local companies who
donated towards our raffle – Costcutters, The Plough, The Kings Arms, King and
Queen, The New Club and Cricks the Butchers.
Although an incredibly successful and enjoyable day, it would be wrong not to let
Sam Butler off the hook and not mention his awful, awful attempt at catching a
simple pass resulting in the opposition scoring!
Wheatley seniors have now begun their season campaigns and are always look
for new players to join them or support on game days.
Our minis and juniors seasons, like the seniors, are also underway and
really need the support from the community and players to help them
prosper and continue Wheatley Rugby Club’s status as fantastic community
asset.
Please contact Peter - peter_ramsdale@btinternet.com – for further information
regarding playing, supporting or sponsoring the club.
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WHEATLEY LIBRARY
Wendy Stanton

Go green, use a public library.
Borrow rather than buy.
English public libraries have existed since the 1600s.
Keep libraries alive!
Dates to note:
Heritage Oxford talk and slideshow: Wednesday, October 19th at 7:30pm
£3 tickets available from 19th September at the library.
Space is limited.
Author talk: Wednesday, November 2nd at 10:15am
Philip Gooden, co-writer of Medieval Murderer mystery books and several nonfiction books exploring the English language and vagaries of the modern world,
will be talking about his latest book “May we borrow your language?”
Childrens Activities: Friday afternoon craft sessions 3:30pm
Autumn themed colourings
October: paper dolls with a witches and wizard theme
Half-term craft: Green Man masks
Regular Adult Activities: Craft sessions: Every Monday at 10am, and Monday
evening at 7pm on 10th October and 14th November
Coffee mornings: 5th October and 2nd November
Display Boxes
If local community organisations are interested in creating displays in our display
boxes, please come and discuss it with staff at the library.
See you soon, Wendy Stanton, Wheatley Library Manager T.01865 875267
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HOLTON & WHEATLEY CRICKET CLUB
Alun Regan
The second half of the season continued to produce some remarkable games with
some significantly bigger run tallies (along with one of our biggest batting collapses)
than in recent years.
One of the most extraordinary games was a bizarre defeat to Haddenham, we
accumulated a total of 247 for 6 - our highest for many a year - with a fabulous 165
not out by Binoy Master who, from the outset of his innings, proceeded to hit a
barrage of sixes and fours all over the park. Haddenham struggled to keep up with the
run rate and a win for us seemed a forgone conclusion. However, with victory
approaching, for some inexplicable reason, our fielding completely self-destructed with
some usually reliable pairs of hands contributing to 7 dropped catches and a
succession of mis-fields. Haddenham managed to reach the winning total with only 4
balls and 2 wickets to spare. Certainly a game for the neutrals, if not us!
Two weeks later and, despite having one of our strongest sides of the season, with
several of our regular half-century and century scorers present, we succumbed to
some excellent bowling by Greys Green and were bowled out for a paltry 54.
Needless to say, the opposition won comfortably.
A few weeks later produced another exceptionally exciting and high scoring game
against Farnham Royal, but this time an exemplary all round team effort with bat, ball
and in the field resulted in victory. After we posted 246, we managed to bowl out the
opposition for 240 in the last over of the game.
We always welcome new members of any ability and age. Our membership is
extremely broad and our aim is to be a friendly team who, win or lose, enjoy Sunday
cricket, with a big focus on the social side as well as the sporting side. If you are
interested in joining us next year, please contact Hugh Kitchin on 873305.
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WHEATLEY VILLAGE PRODUCE ASSOCIATION
The Annual Show was held in the Merry Bells on Saturday 3rd September where
members old and new exhibited the fruits of their labours which were admired by
visitors during the afternoon.
The premier award of the Royal Horticultural Society's Banksian Medal was won
by Mr E. Morgan Jones. Other prizes were awarded to the following:
MILLENNIUM TROPHY - S.Garlick
DESMOND COVELEY AWARD - J.Edwards
FRED DAVIES CUP - J.Reilly
GEORGE BOWLER AWARD - E.Morgan-Jones
R.WHITE CHALLENGE SHIELD - D.Titcombe
SHELDON TROPHY - J.Reilly
SHELDON ROSE BOWL - A.Chapman
Dr.ORCHARD'S CUP- E.Morgan-Jones
GEORGE SMITH TROPHY - M.Rogers
WYEVALE TROPHY - E.Morgan-Jones

MARKHAM JUBILEE TROPHY - M.Rogers
V.P.A. PRESERVE CUP - V.Butler
HAROLD PIGEON AWARD - J.Guy
RIDGE TROPHY - J.Edwards
BASIL HURDLEY TROPHY - J.Edwards
OSCAR WILDE SOC. CUP - E.Morgan-Jones
HARDING CUP - A.Morgan-Jones
HARDING AWARD - J.Morgan-Jones
HARDING AWARD - K Barulis
HARDING AWARD - E M Barulis

The next events will be the dinner to be held on Saturday 8th October in Holton
Village Hall. Tickets priced at £25 are available through the Treasurer. This will be
followed by the AGM on 8th November in the Merry Bells.
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SUSTAINABLE WHEATLEY
Tim Blightman
SWAPSHOPS
These continue to be popular and a large number of items are saved from landfill.
The next one is on Saturday 8th October but just a reminder about how they work:
Please bring anything* you no longer want but which could be used by others to
The Merry Bells between 9.00am and 10.15am on the day.
Come along from 9.30am to 11am to take anything you want that’s there (you
don’t have to have brought anything). Stop and have a cup of tea if you like.
It’s all free although we appreciate any donations to help with the cost of running
them, which includes paying for a van to remove the items that nobody wants.
We weigh everything that’s taken out so we can tell the Council how much we
have saved from landfill.
* No clothes, liquids or sharp instruments please.
FRUIT HARVEST
We started harvesting some early fruit in August and will be continuing throughout
the autumn to gather fruit that otherwise might go to waste from Wheatley trees.
So if:
-you have a fruit tree that you might be unable to pick, or you know of one
OR
- you would be interested in helping to harvest fruit at one of our weekends
please get in touch
This year we have our own apple press and are planning an Apple Day at the
Merry Bells on Saturday 29th October where you can bring along your own
(washed) apples (including windfalls) and turn them into apple juice.
Contact: email: admin@wheatleycag.org tweet: @SusWheatley or phone 873957
www.sustainablewheatley.org
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THE FRIENDS OF WHEATLEY LIBRARY
Do you know the story of The Two Dragons of Oxford or Rosamond the Fair? Why
not come along to hear some heritage story telling about Oxfordshire. Viv Vernede
will be telling the stories, with slides. Viv has had training at The Story Museum in
Oxford through the heritage lottery fund. This is a Friends of Wheatley Library Event
and takes place on Wednesday 19th October from 7.30-8.45pm. Tickets will be on
sale in the library at £3 each. All proceeds will go towards new books.
The library is running really well and is in constant use. We still need volunteers,
please contact volunteer@wheatleylibrary.org
The craft group is very popular and runs on Mondays from 10am-12noon and on
the second Monday in the month from 7-9pm during term time. This is run by
volunteer Anne Rawlings.
The coffee mornings take place on the first Wednesday in the month from 10-12pm.
Come and have a coffee while browsing at books. The next ones are on October
5th and November 2nd.
If you want to find out about your own family history, please contact Linda Price
through the library.
All the above events are free and run by volunteers. Thank you to all our volunteers
who are helping to keep our library open.
There is information on our website at www.wheatleylibrary.org Please like our
Friends of Wheatley Library Facebook page.
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FROM THE VICAR
Revd Nigel Hawkes
October and November are months in which our slide towards the end of the year
seems to accelerate. We look to the future with excitement and with uncertainty –
what sort of winter will we get this year? At the beginning of October, we
celebrate the harvest, and this year seems to have been a very good one.
Harvest Festivals are less fashionable than they used to be, but it is still a good
thing to take time to give thanks for the bounty of the earth, without which we
would not be here. Harvest Festival at St Mary’s is on Sunday 2nd October at
10am.
October ends with our celebrations of All Saints and All Souls, and at 4pm on
Sunday 30th October we will join in our annual commemoration of those lovedones of ours who have died. We continue our looking back with the
Remembrance Sunday solemnities on Sunday 13th November at 3pm.
We turn then from looking back to looking forward to Christmas: St Mary’s has its
Christmas Fayre on Saturday 19th November, starting at 10am – a chance to pick
up a few festive things and to get into the groove for Christmas. Advent Sunday
this year is on 27th November, and this year our Advent Carol Service will be on
December 4th at 10am.
Our church has been at the heart of village life for over 150 years, and we are
starting to make plans to give the building a bit of a make-over, so that it will be fit
to serve the community for many more years. You can have your say by visiting
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/LRL6HX9 and taking part in a quick survey.
We need the views of many people to help us decide on the direction we should
take.
Thanks for reading, and may God bless you in these autumn months.
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NEWS FROM WHEATLEY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Zena Knight
By the time you read this we will have welcomed those who have participated in
the Ride and Stride annual event. It is interesting to hear where people have come
from or are going to, whether they have started in Wheatley or come from further
afield.
In celebration of One World Week towards the end of October, there will be an
evening of journeys in words and music by Paula Tait called “Travellers All”. Poetry,
story, song and music from all corners of the world will be on Friday, 28 October at
7.00pm. There is no charge but donations to Traidcraft would be welcome. Light
refreshments will be served.
With autumn coming we continue our Sunday afternoon teas in the hall as usual
from 2.30-4.30pm on the first Sunday in the month - 2 October and 6 November.
Come for delicious cakes as well as tea or coffee and good company.
Coffee mornings from 10am - 12noon in the hall on the first Thursday of the month
will be continue on 6 October and 3 November. Books and magazines will be
available to borrow and all are welcome.

SOBELL CHRISTMAS GIFT FAIR at RADLEY COLLEGE
Sat 26th Nov 10am – 5pm & Sun 27th November 10am – 4.30pm
www.sobellhospicecharity.org.uk Charity number 1118646
Entrance £6, Concessions £3.50
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GO ACTIVE GOLD
Conor Grogan
Yoga will be taking place in Holton Village Hall. The class is
suitable for all ability levels with the benefits including improving
flexibility, muscle strength, posture, bone health and drains your
lymphs whilst boosting immunity.
When: Tuesdays, Time: 10:00am – 11:00am, Price: £5
Senior Circuits will be taking place in Holton Village Hall. The class is catered
for all people whom are active or inactive. The class will focus on improving
strength, balance, co-ordination and mobility which will support maintaining your
independence. The class will also include socialising during the session.
Starts: Thursday13 October 2016, Time: 10:00am – 11:00am, Price: £5
Go Active Gold is a project funded by Sport England to support people in rural
villages to increase physical activity levels, with a focus on social and mental wellbeing too.
For more information or to book on to a session, please get in touch: 07717
326660 or email Conor.Grogan@southandvale.gov.uk
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AGE UK OXFORDSHIRE LAUNCHES ITS 5TH DIGNITY IN CARE AWARDS
Vibeke Kristensen-White
Local charity Age UK Oxfordshire is launching their
annual Dignity in Care Awards. The Dignity in Care
Awards is a project that has been running since 2012 to
publicise and recognise where truly outstanding care has been given. We want
local people to nominate organisations, care settings, paid staff and volunteers
who have gone that extra mile to deliver real dignity in care. We want to know
about health and social care services anywhere in Oxfordshire, and we want to
know about services for everyone - whatever age they are.
We have a range of awards to give out that encompass all care settings and
individuals, including leadership, communications awards and even campaigning
awards. We would love to receive even more nominations than last year; and help
to create a climate where delivering dignity in care becomes the norm rather than
the exception.
Paul Cann, Chief Executive at Age UK Oxfordshire, said: “To define dignity – I am
sure we each have our own way of describing this, but to me it is about seeing the
person, respecting them and responding to them as an individual human being.
We want to find nurses, healthcare assistants, care workers, carers who have led
the way in their area or agency.”
Nominations close on Monday 10th October. Bruno Holthof, the head of OUH
Trust will present the awards at Age UK Oxfordshire’s Annual General Meeting on
the 16th November.
For more information about Age UK Oxfordshire’s Dignity in Care Awards and to
find out how you can make a nomination, please call Vibeke Kristensen-White on
07827 235 405 or visit us online at www.ageuk.org/oxfordshire/dignityincare

44

45

HOME LIBRARY SERVICE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
A former Oxfordshire librarian has rekindled her love of books thanks to a voluntary
service bringing the joy of reading to those who can’t access their local library. Edna
Malcher, 88, who gets books delivered by the Home Library Service, is urging more
people to give up some time to help the scheme grow across the county.
The former library worker said the service was a “life-line” which enabled her to
connect with others in the community and share her passion for reading.
Volunteers can organise drop-off times with the people they deliver to, making the
role easy to fit around existing commitments. Expenses are paid and volunteers can
do as many or as few journeys as they wish.
Volunteer Alison Baxter said: “After I retired I was looking for useful ways to fill my
time and chose the Home Library Service because it was something I felt strongly
about. I would be devastated if I could no longer access a library and I don’t want
that to happen to other people. It isn’t a big commitment and can be fitted in easily
around the rest of my life. It only takes an hour or so every three weeks."
“The service is important to the lady I visit because she needs something to occupy
her time. I think she also enjoys having someone drop in for a chat because she
doesn’t get out as much as she used, and I’ve enjoyed getting to know her.”
For more information, email homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk or call
01235 519201, website: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homelibrary
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VOLUNTEER FOR 2 HOURS A WEEK WITH PRIMARY SCHOOL CHILDREN
Sam Payne
One-Eighty are looking for a bit of your time to help support their Kick Start
project. The project helps primary school children across Oxfordshire, who are
restless/hyperactive in the morning. You will work alongside professional support,
with a small number of children who need assistance in calming down – this then
helps them to engage in learning when lessons begin.
Kick Start is a 7-week program that usually works with between 8 and 12 children
who take part in a variety of creative activities. What you will get from
volunteering:
 Helping young children get ready to learn at school
 Training and expenses
 Working as part of a team
What Kick-Start project are looking for in a volunteer:
 Be available one morning a week, for 2 hours (from 8.30 am) for 7 weeks.
 Energy and creativity in the morning
 Ability to build positive relationships with children
 Have a desire to see young people engage in learning
 Undergo a DBS check
All volunteers will be invited to an information evening and a training day with
further support available if needed. If you would like to get involved or find out
more about the project, then please contact Sam at One-Eighty on 01865 236869
or email sam.payne@one-eighty.org.uk
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OXTALK
Anne Ambler
You can read this ... but if you were blind or
partially-sighted and could not read a newspaper, for example, how would you
know what is going on locally? One answer would be to receive Oxtalk.
What is Oxtalk? It is the Oxford Talking Newspaper. For 37 years Oxtalk has
been provided by volunteers for blind and partially-sighted listeners, numbers of
whom are steadily increasing. It is a free, weekly, hour-long recorded selection of
news items from the local papers. Listeners can hear it on Oxtalk's website or
receive it by post and play it on their own audio player.
During the week a news editor selects news items from local newspapers which,
on a Tuesday night, a team of three readers record over the period of about an
hour. The recording volunteer – i.e. the Technical Officer – uses Oxtalk's laptop
computer and simple recording desk to make the master copy. To complete and
finalise the process takes about a further 20 minutes for the two Copiers to make
100+ copies, then put a memory stick into a prepared envelope which is posted to
each listener. The postal service is a free service.
Can you help such a worthwhile scheme one Tuesday evening every 4-5
weeks as a member of a team? Some of Oxtalk's volunteers are retiring this
autumn so we need more volunteers – especially Technical Officers and
Copiers. If you think you would like to help, why not come along one Tuesday
evening to find out more about Oxtalk and these volunteer roles? The weekly
recording takes place at Oxfordshire Association for the Blind, which is at the
Redbridge Park & Ride end of the Abingdon Road.
For more information, email mail@oxtalk.org.uk or call 01865 765609. The
website address is: www.oxtalk.org.uk
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WHEATLEY DAY BY DAY
WEEKLY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon, Tues to Fri. All
welcome.
Wheatley Nursery School Every weekday from 8 am to 3 pm
next to the Primary School in Littleworth Road Contact 01865
452725.
Wheatley Pre-School. Behind the Primary School car park.
Littleworth Road. Sessions Mon - Fri 9.00 to 11.45 am and 1.00
to 3.30 pm Call 01865 873687 to visit, to register, or for
information.
Sharecare Community Club Age UK Oxfordshire 9.30am - 2pm
Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays at Holton Village Hall. An
opportunity for older people to meet with others. Contact Jackie
Capper, Holton@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or 07827 235 425.

SUNDAY

St Mary the Virgin: Every Sunday 8 am Holy Communion.
1st Sunday 10 am Parish Praise. 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays, 10am
Sung Eucharist with King’s Club for Children. 4th Sunday 10am
service is Food Bank Sunday. Please bring a donation for the
Food Bank. Kings Club for children runs every week apart from
the 1st Sunday of the month alongside the 10am service.
URC: Services at 10am. Holy Communion on 1st & 3rd
Sundays. 1st Sunday is Food Bank Sunday. Afternoon tea on
1st Sunday, 2.30-4.30pm.
Wheatley Community Church: Every Sunday 10.30am, Merry
Bells.
Our Lady of Lourdes: Vigil Mass now on Saturday at 6pm.
Wheatley Rugby Club Minis & Juniors Training (6-16yrs)
10am - noon, Wheatley Playing Field. Contact:
Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com

MONDAY

SODC Collections: (except Bank Holidays). Food refuse
weekly; wheelie bins for general waste, recycling waste and
garden waste on alternate Mondays. Details 01865 875615.
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm
Carers and Toddlers. Every Monday in school term at URC
Hall, Crown Square 9.30 to 11.30 am. Everyone welcome. Age
0 - 3 with adult. Details: Enid (08165) 872403.
Friends of Wheatley Library Craft Group. Every Monday in the
Library, 10am - 12noon in school term time. Also 2nd Mon in the
month 7-9pm in school term time.
Bumps to Babies Maple Tree Children's Centre, Littleworth Rd
1.30 - 3.30pm. T 01865 873916.
Not-So-Young Club. Merry Bells. 2-4pm. Every 2 weeks - see
diary.
Beaver Scouts, boys and girls aged 6-8, during term time, 5.306.30pm, at the Scout Hut, Holloway Rd (Tel: 01865 874997)
Brownies meet in the URC Hall 5.30 to 7pm in term time.
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Wheatley Bridge Club. Holton Village Hall. 7pm.
Community Choir URC Hall, 7.30 to 9 pm in term time.
TUESDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
Yoga for the over 60s Holton Village Hall 10-11am
St Mary’s Guild meets every 4th Tuesday in the URC Hall, 2.15
pm. New members always welcome See Diary for details.
Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors Training, 7pm, Wheatley
Playing Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
Wheatley Women’s Institute. Meets on the 3rd Tues of each
month in the Merry Bells at 7.15pm (except no meeting in August
and the December meeting is held on the 2nd Tuesday of the
month). New members and visitors are welcome at our talks and
outings. Contact Jenny 07803 937936
Wheatley Singers in the URC Hall 7.15 – 9pm, all welcome.
Contact Celia Pagel 01865 872250
St Mary’s Church open for prayer and reflection 7.30 to 9pm

WEDNESDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10am to noon
Parish Office Public Opening. 9.30-11.30am Details: 875615
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm
Wheatley Library Coffee Morning every 1st Wednesday of the
month, 10am - noon
St Mary the Virgin 12 noon, Holy Communion.
Cub Scouts. Boys and girls aged 8-10 ½, 6.45 - 8.l5 pm, at the
Scout Hut, Holloway Road. Contact 01865 874284
Guides meet in the URC Hall, 7 to 8.30 pm, in term time.
Holton Table Tennis Club 7- 9pm at Holton Village Hall
Everyone from 10 years of age upwards, all abilities.
Great Milton & District Local History Society. Meetings 4th
Wednesday of month, Great Milton School 7.30 pm. Nonmembers welcome. Details: (01844) 279567
Wheatley Walkers, Jalkers and Joggers. 7.30-8.30pm, The
Park Sports Centre, Contact Helen Coombes on 01865 872551
or 07979 538557

THURSDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon
United Reformed Church coffee morning on the first Thursday,
each month from 10 am - noon. All welcome.
Wheatley Walks. 10-11am. Meet at the Park Sports Centre details from Anne on 872628 or Jean on 873430.
Senior Circuits 10-11am, Holton Village Hall
Age UK Information Drop-in, free info & advice. 2nd in month.
The Merry Bells 10.30 - 11.30am. Contact: Ruth 07827 235417.
Wheatley Archive Room. The Merry Bells 2-5 pm.
Xstream. An after school club for primary children, 3.15 to 4.30
pm at the Primary School.
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THURS cont.

Wheatley Rugby Club Seniors & Juniors Training, 7pm,
Wheatley Playing Field. Contact: Peter_Ramsdale@btinternet.com
Explorer Scouts. Boys and girls aged 14-18, 7-9pm at the
Scout Hut, Holloway Road (07745 285938)

FRIDAY

Merry Bells Coffee Room open 10 am to noon
Sharecare Community Club, Holton Village Hall, 9.30am-2pm
Horspath Hub Coffee Morning 10.30am to noon
Scouts. Boys and girls aged 10 ½ to 14, 7 to 9pm, at the Scout
Hut, Holloway Rd. Contact 07745 285938
St. Mary’s Belltower Practice. Experienced ringers and
beginners welcome. St Mary’s Church 7.30-9pm. 01865 872250

SATURDAY

Parish Office Public Opening 9.30-11.30am
Our Lady of Lourdes, Crown Rd. Vigil Mass 6pm. Parish Priest;
The Rev. Canon Mervyn Tower. The Presbytery, Wharton Road,
Headington OX3 8AJ. Tel: 01865 672433.
County & District Councillors' Surgery, 2nd in month. Parish
Office, 10.30am
Scrabble Club. 1st in month. Details of venue: T.872628
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Sunday
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday

2
3
5
6

Saturday

8

Sunday
Monday

9
10

Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

12
13
15
16
17

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Monday
Friday

18
19
20

21
24
28

Tea, Cake & Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm
Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm
Coffee Morning, Wheatley Library, 10am-12pm
Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm
Wine Circle, Merry Bells, 8pm
Swapshop, Merry Bells, 9.30 - 11am
County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office, 10.30am
Wheatley Windmill Open, Windmill Lane, 2-5pm
Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm
Not so Young Club, Merry Bells, 2-4pm
Craft Group, Wheatley Library 7-9pm
Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm
Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells, 10.30-11.30am
Village Ceilidh, Wheatley Primary School, 7pm
Family Dog Walk, meet by Cornfield Bakery, 2pm
Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm
F & GP Committee, Merry Bells Coffee Room, 7.30pm
WI Harvest Supper, Merry Bells, 7.15pm
Heritage Story Telling, Wheatley Library, 7.30-8.45pm
Royal British Legion open meeting, New Club, 11.30am
School Term 1 ends (October Holiday 24 - 28 Oct)
Not so Young Club, Merry Bells, 2-4pm
“Travellers All” Words & Music, URC, 7pm
Wheatley Society, Merry Bells, 8pm
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Saturday
Sunday
Monday

29
30
31

Apple Day, Merry Bells, details: www.sustainablewheatleyorg
Ramblers, SODC Carpark, Church Rd, 10am
School Term 2 starts

Wednesday
Thursday

2
3

Coffee Morning Author Talk, Wheatley Library, 10am-12pm
Coffee morning, URC Hall, 10am-12pm
Wine Circle AGM, Merry Bells, 8pm

Saturday

5

Sunday
Monday

6
7

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

8
9
10
11

Saturday

12

Sunday
Monday

13
14

Tuesday
Saturday
Monday

15
19
21

Thursday
Friday
Monday

24
25
28

Royal British Legion Poppy Collection at Asda & MSA Volunteers needed to Sat 12th Nov. T. 875286
Tea, Cake and Chat, URC Hall, 2.30-4.30pm
Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm
Not so Young Club, Merry Bells, 2-4pm
Howe Trust AGM, New Club, 7.30pm
Parish Council, Merry Bells, 7.30pm
Village Produce Association AGM, Merry Bells 7.30pm
Planning Committee, Parish Office, 7.30pm
Age UK Information Drop-in, Merry Bells 10.30-11.30am
Royal British Legion: Armistice Day short service, Memorial
Gardens 11am
Wheatley Society, Merry Bells, 8pm
County & District Councillors Surgery, Parish Office,10.30am
Wheatley Singers Performance, St Mary's Church 7.30pm
Remembrance Day Service, St Mary’s Church, 3pm
Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm
Craft Group, Wheatley Library 7-9pm
Women's Institute, Merry Bells, 7.15pm
St Mary's Christmas Fayre 10am-1pm
Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm
Not so Young Club, Merry Bells, 2-4pm
F & GP Committee, Merry Bells Coffee Room, 7.30pm
Royal British Legion AGM, New Club, 11.30am
Clever Clogs Quiz, Wheatley Society, Merry Bells, 8pm
Craft Group, Wheatley Library 10am-12pm
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KEY CONTACTS
Local Governance:
To report potholes, fly-tipping,
broken paving, vandalism on-line
Oxfordshire CC
OCC Family Information Service
OCC Highways
Street light fault line
County Councillor Anne Purse
South Oxfordshire DC
Missed Bin Collection
SODC Housing

-

www.fixmystreet.com

01865 792422
08452 262636
0845 310 1111
0800 317802
01865 351404
01235 422422
03000 610610
01235 422422

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk
fis.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk

SODC Planning Applications
District Councillor Toby Newman

01235 422600
01865 872239

planning@southoxon.gov.uk
toby.newman@southoxon.gov.uk

Wheatley Parish Council

01865 875615

clerk@wheatleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Local information:
AGE UK contact Janet Carr
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire
The Maple Tree Children's Centre

01865 875126
03444 111 444
01865 873916

caox.org.uk
mapletreecc@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Merry Bells Village Hall

01865 872073

merrybells.org.uk

St Mary's Church
Wheatley Care Scheme (transport
to hospital or GP surgery)
Wheatley Library
Wheatley Park Sports Centre
Wheatley Park School
Wheatley CE Primary School

01865 872224
07505 543750

Services:
Emergency - Police, Fire,
Ambulance
A&E reception at the JR Hospital
GP Surgery, Morland House
NHS 111 - non emergencies
Police non-emergency
Gas Emergency
Electricity Emergency
Burst pipe or leak
Floodline

01865 875267
01865 872128
01865 872441
01865 872366

anne.purse@oxfordshire.gov.uk
www.southoxon.gov.uk
admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
housing@southandvale.gov.uk

wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
better.org.uk/venues/park
www.wheatleypark.org
www.wheatley.oxon.sch.uk

999
01865 220208/9
01865 872448
111
101
0800 111 999
0800 072 7282
0800 714 614
0345 988 1188

Transport:
Arriva (280) Bus
Heyfordian (103) Bus
Oxford Bus Co. (U1 & London)
Oxford Tube (Buses to London)
Park & Ride

0344 800 4411
01869 241500
01865 785400
01865 772250
-

National Rail Enquiries

03457 484950
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www.morland-house.co.uk
www.nhs.uk
www.thamesvalley.police.uk
http://www2.nationalgrid.com/uk/safety/
www.sse.co.uk
www.thameswater.co.uk
www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk
arrivabus.co.uk
www.heyfordian.travel
brookesbus.oxfordbus.co.uk
www.oxfordtube.com
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/publicsite/park-and-ride
nationalrail.co.uk
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